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SELECT  STAXDLN^G  COMMITTEE 


ON 


PRIVILEGES    AND    ELECTIONS 


1899 


ORDERS   OF    REFERENCE. 


TuBSDAT,  28th  Maroh,  1899. 


Ordered^  That  Messiears : 

Angers, 

Belcourt, 

Bell  (^Prhice), 

BeoQett, 

Bergeron, 

Blair, 

Borden  {^Halifax), 

BrittOD, 

Braneaa, 

Carroll, 

Caron  (Sir  Adolphe)^ 

Casgrain, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis), 

DaviD, 

Rtzpatrick, 

do  compoBe  the  said  Committee  ou  Privileges  and  Blectioos. 

Attest, 


Flint, 

Mclsaac, 

Portin, 

Madore, 

Fraser  (Guysboro'), 

Malonin, 

Geoffrion, 

Martinean, 

Haggart, 

Mills, 

Ives, 

Monet, 

LaRividre, 

Monk, 

Laurier  (Sir  Wilfrid), 

Morrison, 

Lemienx, 

Malock, 

Logan, 

Powell, 

McAlister, 

Quinn, 

McCarthy, 

Eussell, 

McCleivry, 

Sifton, 

MoOlare, 

Tisdale, 

Molneruey, 

Tapper  (Sir  0.  Eibbert)—4& 

JNO.  GEO.  BOUEINOT, 

Clerk  of  the  Rouse. 


Friday,  9th  July,  1899. 

Ordered,  That  the  poll-books,  voters'  lists  and  all  other  papers,  letters,  documents 
and  memoranda  relating  to  the  last  election  for  the  Electoral  District  of  Brockville, 
and  to  the  last  election  for  the  Electoral  District  of  the  West  Riding  of  the  County 
of  Huron,  respectively,  which  have  been  produced  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in 
Chancery,  be  referred  to  the  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections, 
for  the  purpose  of  inquiring  into,  and  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  ^respective 
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if  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

returning  officers,  and  of  the  several  deputy  returning  officers,  at  and  in  connection 
with,  each  of  the  said  elections,  respective!  v ;  with  power  to  send  for  persons,  papers 
and  records,  and  to  report  thereon  with  all  convenient  speed. 

AttM^ 

JNO.  GKO.  BOURINOT, 

Olerk  of  the  Fj^»€, 

Wednesday,  12th  Jnlj,  1899. 

OrderedyThdX  the  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privi'ogr^  and  Elections  be 
empowered  to  employ  a  short-hand  writer  to  take  !o^  n  hjoh  evidence  as  the  com- 
mittee may  deem  necessary. 

Attest, 

JNO.  GEO.  BOURINOT, 

Glerk  of  the  House. 

Ordered^  That  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges 
and  Elections,  and  all  evidence  which  may  be  taken  before  them,  be  printed  from 
day  to  day  for  the  use  of  the  membera  of  the  committee,  and  that  Rule  94  be  suspended 
in  relation  thereto. 


Atteetf 


JNO.  GEO.  BOURINOT, 

Clerk  of  tJie  House. 


Wednesday,  19th  July,  1899, 


Orderedy  That  the  Select  Sunding  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  have 
leave  to  sit  during  the  time  that  the  Bouse  is  in  Session. 


Attest, 


JNO.  GEO.  BOURINOT, 

Cterk  of  the  House 
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SELECT    STAISTDING    COMMITTEE 

ON 

PRrVJXEGES    AND    ELECTIONS 

REPORTS- 


FIRST  BEPOET. 

Wednesday,  12th  July,  1899. 

The  Select  Standi  og  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  as  their  PIBST  REPORT:— 

Your  Committee  recommend  that  thev  be  ffiven  leave  to  employ  a  short-hand 
writer  for  the  purpose  of  taking  down  such  evidence  as  the  Committee  may  deem 
neceesary. 

Tear  Committee  also  recommend  that  all  their  proceedings  and  any  evidence 
taken  before  them,  be  printed  fVom  day  to  day  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the 
'Committee. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  PORTIN, 

Chairman. 


SECOND  REPORT. 


Pbidat,  4th  August,  1899. 


The  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  as  their  SECOND  REPORT:— 

''/m^y  ^^  Order  of  the  Hoase,  dated  Wednesday,  July  12th,  1899,  your  Committee 
were  authorized  to  employ  the  services  of  a  short-hand  writer  to  take  down  such 
evidence  as  your  Committee  might  deem  necessary ;  owing  however  to  the  lar^e 
amount  of  evidence  taken,  year  Committee  have  found  it  necessary  to  obtain  the 
services  of  two  assistant  stenographers ;  they  therefore  recommend  that  the  usaal 
fee  of  five  dollars  per  sitting  of  the  Committee  be  allowed  to  each  of  the  ttiree  steno- 
graphers for  each  meeting  of  the  Committee  attended  by  them. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  PORTIN, 

Chairman. 
2— aJ 
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iv  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

THIBD  BBPOET. 

WiDNESDAT,  9th  Aagofit,  1899. 

The  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  beg  leave  to  present 
the  following  as  their  Third  Ksport  : — 

Tour  Committee  under  the  Order  of  reference  made  on  the  ninth  day  of  Ju   - 
1899,  have  partially  inquired  into  and  investigated  the  conduct  of  the  KetPin!  , 
Officer  and  of  certain  of  the  Deputy  Beturning  Officers  at  the  last  elec'io.:  tbr  ..o 
electoral  district  of  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron. 

That  in  so  doing  they  have  heard  the  testimony  of  nir.' v-nine  wit^^  08ses,  and 
have  submitted  interrogatories  for  the  examination  of  the  County  Cf  u*t  Judge  of 
the  County  of  Huron  of  four  witnesses;  that  twenty-five  sitting"  huve  been  held  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  evidence,  covering  seventeen  days  and  comprising  seventeen 
morning  sessions  and  eight  afternoon  sessions;  that  the  Committee  determined  to 
hold  the  last  session  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day 
of  August,  1899,  and  for  that  reason  nine  witnesses  then  in  attendance  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  evidence  were  discharged  without  examination;  twelve  witnesses 
also  failed  to  attend  and  the  attendance  of  three  was  countermanded.  The  proceed- 
ings of  the  Committee  being  thus  incomplete  the  Committee  do  not  feel  warranted 
in  reporting  any  conclusions. 

lour  Committee  therefore  report  herewith  the  evidence  given  by  the  witnesses 
who  were  examined  that  the  House  may  take  such  action  thereon  and  as  to  con- 
tinuing and  completing  the  inquiry  and  investigation  ab  may  be  deemed  best,  and 
they  recommend  that  the  said  evidence  and  exhibits  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
Members  of  the  House. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

THOMAS  FOBTIN, 

Chairman, 
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SEI.EOT    STANDING    COMMITTEE 

ON 

PRIVILEGES    AND    ELECTIONS 

1899 

MINUTES  OF  PROCEEDINGS 


TuBSDAT,  25th  April,  1899, 
The  Committee  met  at  11  o'clock  a.m.,  for  organization. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Loaie  Davies,  it  was 

Besolvedj  That  Mr.  Fortin  be  Chairman  of  the  Committee  for  the  present 
BettioD  of  Parliament. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  the  call  of  the  Chair^ 

Attest^ 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

WiDNESDAT,  12th  July,  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  11.30  a.m. 

Pbsssnt  : 

MemewTB  Fortin,  Chairman, 

Aagera,  Flint,  Mills, 

Belcourt,  Fraeer  (Ouysboro*),  Monet, 

Bennett,  LaRividre,  Morrison, 

Ber/reron,  ijcmieuz,  Mnlock, 

B-irden  (Halifax),  Logan,  Powell, 

Britton,  McAlister,  Russell, 

Carroll,  Mclnerney,  Sifton,  and 

I>avie8  (Sir  Louis),  Mclsaao,  Tisdale.— 27. 

I^vin,  Madore, 

The  Order  of  Reference  of  Friday,  July  9th,  was  read  by  the  Chairman. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Louis  Davies,  it  was 

Maolved,  That  the  Committee  do  recommend  to  the  House  that  they  be  autho- 
rized to  employ  a  shorthand  writer  to  take  down  such  evidence  as  the  Committee 
may  deem  necessary. 
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▼i  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

On  motion  of  Sir  Louis  Davies,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  do  recommend  to  the  House,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceeding of  the  Committee,  and  ull  evidence  which  may  be  taken  before  them,  be 
printed  from  day  to  day  for  the  use  of  the  members  of  the  Committee. 

The  poll  books,  voters'  lists  and  other  papers  produced  in  the  House  on  th» 
fth  instant,  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery,  relating  to  the  last  election  f'^o 
Brockvilie,  and  to  the  last  election  for  the  WestEiding  of  the  County  of  Huro:i, 
respectively,  were  laid  on  the  Table. 

Ordered^  That  no  persons,  other  than  members  of  the  Committee,  huvc  access  to 
the  said  poll  books  and  papers. 

After  some  discussion  as  to  the  mode  of  procedure: 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  made  a  statement  as  to  the  charges  in  connection  with 
the  West  Huron  Case. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  following  pereons  be  summoned  to  appear  and  give  evidence 
in  the  West  Huron  case  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Committee,  viz. : — 

James  MoWhinney,  yeoman;  John  H.Simpson, merchant ;  Hamilton  MoManus, 
farmer;  William  Tobin,  yeoman ;  Joseph  Thompson,  yeoman;  Abner  Morris,  yeo- 
man ;  John  H.  Ryair,  yeoman ;  Charles  Carey,  yeoman ;  James  Watson ;  Joseph  J. 
Wright,  farmer;  James  Clark,  yeoman;  James  McMjunus,  farmer;  Jere  Dalton, 
farmer ;  Joseph  C.  McCann,  farmer;  Nixon  Dougherty,  yeoman ;  James  Taylor,  yeo- 
man; James  Kirkpatrick,  yeoman ;  William  McManus,  yeoman ;  John  W.  Hunter, 
yeoman;  Patrick  Kelly,  yeoman ;  John  Cantwell,  yeoman ;  Richard  Gliddon,  yeo- 
man; William  Kerr,  yeoman;  Henry  Zoellner, yeoman;  Samuel  Johnston,  yeoman ; 
Thomas  Sturdy,  yeoman ;  Kenneth  Morris,  yeoman ;  Samuel  Morris,  yeoman ; 
Thomas  Culberl,  yeoman ;  William  Vrooman,  yeoman ;  George  C.  Simpson,  yeoman  ; 
William  Burrows,  yeoman;  Edward  Shaw,  farmer;  Elisha  Maw,  blacksmith; 
William  McConnell,  yeoman;  Arthur  A.  Williams,  yeoman;  James  Tobin, yeoman; 
John  M.Williams,  yeoman;  James  Campbell,  yeoman;  Scarlet  B.  Williams,  yeo- 
man; Bobert  B.  H.  Williams,  yeoman ;  Icowland  Williams,  yeoman;  and  William 
J.  Graham,  yeoman,  all  of  the  Township  of  Colborne  and  County  of  Huron. 

Also  that  the  following  persons  be  summoned  to  attenii  and  to  bring  with  them, 
respectively,  all  books,  documents,  writings,  letters,  telegrams  and  memoranda  in 
their  possession,  or  under  their  control,  in  any  way  relating  to  the  election  held  on 
the  21st  day  of  February,  1899,  for  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron,  or  to 
any  matter  or  thing  connected  therewith,  viz.: — 

Bobert  W.Clark,  engineer,  Calgary;  James  Farr,  Toronto;  James  Beid,  tax- 
collector,  Goderich ;  Hamilton  Martin,  Godertcb ;  B.  C.  Hayf>,  Barrister,  Goderich  ; 
Donald  Gumming,  Township  of  Colborne;  William  Stanley,  Township  of  Goderich  ; 
D.  F.  McDonald,  Parry  Sound ;  John  Sallivan,  Sault  Ste.  Marie ;  J.  G.  Pritchett, 
London,  Ont.;  Duncan  Bole,  Sault  Ste.  Marie;  John  Hanna,  Montreal;  William  H. 
Hoppens,  Parry  Sound;  Arch.  Sands,  yeoman.  Township  of  Colborne,  Beturnin^ 
Officer;  Herbert  Morris,  yeoman,  Township  of  Colborne,  Deputy  Beturning  Officer 
for  Poll  No.  2,  Township  of  Colborne. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  to  Tuesday  next,  18th  instant,  at  10  o'clock  a.m» 

Attest^ 

WALTEB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  vii 

Tuesday,  18th  July,  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbksbnt : 

Messieurs  PortiD,  Chairman, 

iogers,  Davin,  Mclnerney, 

fiolcoart,  Flinty  Mclsaac, 

Bell  (Prince^,  Fraser  {Quyshor&),  Malouin, 

Bennett,  Ha^f^art,  Mills, 

Borgeron,  LaBividre,  Morrison, 

Blair,  Lemieux,  Mulock, 

Borden  {Halifax),  McAlister,  Powell, 

Britton,  McCarthy,  Bussell, 

Bronean,  McCloary,  Sifton, 

Dayies  (Sir  Louis),  McClare,  Tisdale — ^31. 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  Clerk  stated  that  all  the  subpoenas  for  witnesses  in  Goderich  and  in  the 
Township  of  Colborne,  to  the  number  of  fifty,  had  been  sent  to  the  Sheriff  of  Huron, 
with  instructions  to  serve  the  same,  and  that,  according  to  the  returns  made  by  the 
Sheriff,  forty-nine  of  the  said  subpcenas  had  been  duly  served.  The  witness  £&mil- 
ton  Martin  having  moved  from  the  vicinity,  service  could  not  be  effected.  Of 
the  remaining  eight  witnesses  four  were  summoned  in  the  usual  manner  by  regis- 
tered mail  and  telegraph,  and  four  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  fioi*den  (Halifax). 

A  certificate  from  Alex.  Taylor,  M.D.,  of  Goderich,  was  read  stating  that 
Archibald  Sands,  of  the  Township  of  Colborne,  Returning  Officer,  was  too  ill  to 
attend  under  the  snbpoBna. 

William  Stanley  was  sworn  and  examined,  and  discharged  from  further  attend- 
ance. 

James  McWhinney  was  sworn  and  examined  in  part. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  having  asked  the  witness  for  whom  he  voted  at  the  last 
election  for  West  Huron, 

Objection  was  taken  to  the  question  by  Mr.  Bussell, 

And  a  debate  arising  thereon : 

Mr.  Bussell  moved, — ^That  before  determining  the  question  whether  electors 
who  voted  at  the  election  in  West  Huron  may  be  asked  for  whom  they  marked 
their  ballot  papers,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  Deputy  Returning 
Officers  and  other  officials  present  at  the  polling  booth,  and  taking  any  official  part 
in  the  election  should  first  be  examined. 

Mr.  Tisdale  moved  in  amendment  thereto, — That  the  quastion  put  to  the 
witness  is  relevant  and  should  be  allowed. 

And  the  debate  continuing  thereon,  the  said  debate  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Blair, 
adjourned. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Commttee, 
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Viii  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

Wednbsdat,  19th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbbsbnt  : 


Messieurs  Fortin,  CAotmum, 


Fraser  (J0uyshcro'\ 

Madore, 

LaBividre, 

MaloaiD, 

Lemieoz, 

Mills, 

Logan, 

Monet, 

McAliater, 

MomaoD, 

McCarthy, 

Malock, 

MoCleary, 

Powell, 

McClare, 

Baseell, 

Mclnerney, 

Siflton,  and 

Mclsaac, 

TiBdale-32 

Angers, 

Belcourt, 

Bell  (Prtn<?«), 

Bennett, 

Bergeron, 

Borden  {Halifax)^ 

Britton, 

Bruneao, 

Davies  (Sir  Zoias), 

Davin, 

Flint, 


The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  amended,  by  adding  the  word 
''now"  at  the  end  of  Mr.  Tisdale^s  proposed  amendment,  and  were  confirmed  as 
amended. 

The  account  of  the  Sheriff  of  Huron  for  serving  subpodnas,  &c.,  was  read  and 
approved. 

The  adjourned  debate  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Bussell : 

That  before  determining  the  question  whether  electors  who  voted  at  the  election 
in  West  Huron  may  be  asked  for  whom  they  marked  their  ballot  papers,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  Committee  that  the  Deputy  Beturning  Officers  and  otber  officials 
present  at  the  polling  booth,  and  taking  any  official  part  in  the  election  should  first 
be  examined, 

And  of  the  proposed  amendment  of  Mr.  Tisdale  thereto : 

That  the  question  put  to  the  witness  is  relevant  and  should  be  allowed  now, 
was  resumed. 

And  the  question  being  put  on  the  said  proposed  amendment,  it  was  negatived 
on  the  following  division,  viz. : — 

Yeas: 

JftftMeurs— Bennett,  Borden  (^Halifax\  Davin,  LaBividre,  McAlister,  McCleary, 
Mclnerney,  Mills,  Powell  and  Tisdale^lO. 

Nats: 

Messievra — Angers,  Bell  (Prince)^  Britton,  Bruneau,  Davies  (Sir  Louis)^  Flint, 

er  (ffuyatoro'),  Ix)fl       *"        ' 

Mulock,  Bussell  and  Sir 


Fraser  (Ghiysboro'),  Ix>gan,  McCarthy,  McCIure,  Mclsaac,  Malouin,  Monet,  Morrison, 
-'  '    '    -       "       •  lifton— 17. 


And  the  question  being  put  on  the  main  motion,  it  was  agreed  to,  on  the  same 
division  reversed. 

Ordered,  That  the  Deputy  Beturning  Officers  and  other  officials  present  at  the 
polling  booths  and  taking  any  official  part  in  the  election,  be  first  examined. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bussell,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  during  the  examination  of  any  witness,  all  the  other  witnesseB 
shall  be  excluded  from  the  room. 
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James  McMaoaa,  one  of  the  scratineerB  at  Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of 
Colborne,  was  aworn,  ezamined  and  croBs-ezamined,  and  discharged  from  farther 
AtteDdance. 

During  his  examination  the  following  were  filed  and  marked  as,-^ 

Exhibit  No.  1.— Poll  Book,  Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of  Colborne. 

Exhibit  No.  2. — ^Pieces  of  ballot  picked  up  in  Town  Hall,  Goderich,  by  James 
Bold,  and  pasted  on  a  sheet  of  paper  by  B.  0.  Hays. 

Donald  Gumming,  Deputy  Belurning  Officer,  Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of 
Colborne  was  sworn  and  examined  in  part. 

The  Committee  adjourned  till  to-morrow,  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TOI^D, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Thub^dat,  20th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbbsbnt : 

Messieurs  Fortin,  Chairman, 

Angers, 

Belcourt, 

Bell  {Pnnee), 

Bennett, 

Bergeron, 

Blair, 

Borden  {Halifax), 

Britton, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis), 

Bavin, 

Flint, 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  it  was 

Ordered,  That  the  Order  of  yesterday  discharging  the  witness  James  McManus 
^  rescinded,  and  that  he  be  directed  to  remain  in  attendance  until  again  discharged. 

The  examination  of  Donald  Cumming  was  then  resumed. 

During  his  examination  the  following  Exhibits  were  filed,  viz.: — 

Exhibit  No.  3  (and  marked  3^  to  3^,  inclusive) — Ballots  cast  for  Holmes  at 
Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of  Colborne. 

Exhibit  No.  4  (and  marked  4^  lo  4^-^,  inclusive)— Ballots  cast  for  McLean  at 
Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of  Colborne. 

Exhibit  No.  5. — Paper  appointing  L.  C.  Dancey  agent  for  Holmes  at  Polling 
Place  No.  4,  Township  of  Colborne. 

Exhibit  No.  6.— Unused  Ballots  (27),  Polling  Place  No.  4,  Township  of  Colborne. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Attest, 

WALTEE  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Fraser  (Guysboro'), 

Martineau, 

Haggart, 

Mills, 

LaBividre, 

Monet, 

Lemieux. 

Monk, 

Logan, 

Morrison, 

McA  lister, 

Mulock, 

McCarthy, 

Powell, 

McClure, 

Quinn, 

Mclnerney, 

Bussell, 

Mclsaac, 

Sifton,  and 

Malouin, 

Tisdale— 34. 
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Fbidat,  2lBt  July,  1899. 


The  Committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Prisint: 

Me8&ieur» 

ADgerB, 

Davin, 

Molnerney, 

Belcourt, 

Flint, 

Muloain, 

Bell  (^Prince), 

Haggart, 

Mills, 

Bennett, 

La  Riviere, 

Morrison. 

Bergeron, 

Logan, 

Powell. 

Blair, 

MoAlister, 

Kussell, 

Boi-den  (^Halifax), 

McCarthy, 

Siflon,  and 

Britton, 

McClure, 

Tihdale— 25. 

DavieA  (Sir  Louis), 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Flint  was,  on  motion  of  Sir  Loais  Davies, 
called  to  the  Chair. 

The  Minates  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  stenographers  Bobert  C.  Lunbar,     fiobeit  J.  Hartley,  and  Charles  A. 
Matthews  were  sworn  by  the  Chairman. 

The  examination  of  Donald  Camming  was  resumed. 

The  following  were  filed  as  Exhibits  : 

Exhibit  No.  7. — Unustsd  ballots  from  Polling  Place  No.  1,  Township  of  Ash- 


field 
field 


Exhibit  No.  8.— Unused  ballots  from  Polling  Place  No.  2,  Township  of  Ash- 


The  following  witnesses  were  severally  called,  sworn,  examined,  and  discharged 
from  further  attendance,  viz.:  James  Watson,  Joseph  McCann,  Joseph  J.Wright, 
Kenneth  Morris  and  James  Kirkpatrick. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  slated  that  ho  had  been  unable  to  effect  the  service  of  the 
summons  for  James  Farr,  and  requested  that  a  second  summons  be  issued  in  the 
usual  manner  by  the  Clerk  of  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  Monday  next  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTEB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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Monday,  24lh  July,  1899. 


The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 


i'RKSBNT  : 

Messieurs 

Fraser  (Ghiysboro*)^ 

Mclsaac, 

Ha^gart, 

MalouiD, 

LaBividre, 

MillB, 

Logan, 

Mulock, 

McAlister, 

Powell, 

McCIeary, 

Russell, 

McClure, 

Sifton, 

Mclnerney, 

Tisdalo— 24 

Angers, 

fielcoarty 

Jtell  (Prince), 

Bennett, 

Bergeron, 

Boi^en  (Halifax), 

Daviee  (Sir  Louis\ 

Davin, 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman,  Mr.  Malouin,  on  motion  of  Sir  Louis  Davies, 
took  the  Chair. 

The  Minntes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  following  witnesses  wore  sworn,  examined,  and  discharged  from  farther 
attendance,  viz.:  Hamilton  McManus,  William  McConnell,  Henry  Zoellner,  and 
Edward  Shaw. 

The  declaration  of  William  McConnell  that  he  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean,  was 
filed  and  marked  as  Exhibit  No.  9. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10  o*clock  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee, 


TuBSDAT,  26th  July,  1899. 


The  Committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 


Angers, 

Bell  (Frince), 

Bennett, 

Bergeron, 

Borden  (Halifax), 

Britton, 

Carroll, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis), 

Davin, 

Flint, 


Present : 

Messieurs  Fortin,  Chairman, 

Fraeer  (Guysboro'),  Malouin, 

Ha^^rart,  Mills, 

LuBividro,  Monet, 

Lomieux,  Monk, 

McAlister,  Powell, 

McCIeary,  Quino, 

McCiure,  Eussell, 

Mclnerney,  Sifton, 

Mcleaac,  Tisdale— 29. 


The  Minutes  of  Monday,  24lh  July,  were  read  and  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  Henry  ZooUner  "  from  the  names  of  witnesses  examined  and  discharged 
from  further  attendance,  and  by  adding  the  following : — 

**  Henry  Zoellner  was  bworn,  examined,  and  ordered  to  attend  until  discharged." 


Digitized  by 


Google 


zii 


PRIVILBOES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 


The  Chairman  read  a  letter  and  declaration  from  Duncan  Bole,  of  Sault  8te. 
Marie,  dated  22nd  July,  stating  that  he  had  only  just  received  the  summons  requiring 
his  attendance  on  the  18th  instant — that  ho  had  not  been  in  the  County  of  Huron 
for  twenty  years— that  he  knew  nothing  about  the  last  election  for  the  West  Riding, 
but  was  willing  to  come  before  the  Committee  if  wanted. 

Mr.  Bot*den  (Halifax)  read  a  declaration  from  Albert  George  Bradley,  of  the 
City  of  Toronto,  stating  that  his  efforts  to  serve  a  summons  upon  James  Farr  bad 
been  unsuccessful. 

The  following  witnesses  wore  sworn,  examined  and  discharge!  from  forthor 
attendance,  viz. :  John  M.  Williams;  Bobort  B.  H.  Williams;  Greorge  0.  Simpson  ; 
Thomas  Sturdy ;  Jere  Dalton. 

James  McManus  was  recalled,  further  examined,  and  discharged  from  atten- 
dance. 

Bichai*d  Gliddon  was  sworn,  examined  and  ordered  to  remain  in  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  following  persons  be  summoned  to  appear  and  give  evidence 
before  the  Committee,  viz. :  Henry  Armstrong;  Daniel  McKay;  Daniel  McLeod  ; 
ind  William  Martin,  all  of  the  Town  of  Goderich. 

On  motion  of  Sir  Louis  Davies,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  the  following  persons  be  summoned  to  attend  and  give  evidence 
before  the  Committee,  viz. :  John  McEvoy,  of  the  Town  of  Goderich  ;  and  Michael 
Tobin  and  John  Lawson,  both  of  the  Township  of  Oolborne,  County  of  Huron. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Wbdnesday,  26th  July,  1899. 


The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

PRXSXNT : 


Messieurs  Fortin,  Chairman^ 

Angers, 

Beloonrt, 

Bennett, 

Bergeron, 

Blair, 

Borden  {Halifax), 

Britton, 

Carroll, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis), 

Davin, 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  stated  that  his  next  witness  was  John  W.  Hunter. 
Sir  Louis  Davies  stated  that  John  Lawbon  and  John  McEvoy,  Scrutineers  for 
Mr.  Holmes  at  Polling  Place  No.  4,  Colborne  Township,  and  Michael  Tobin,  Poll 


Flint, 

Mclsaac, 

Fraser  (Ouysboro'), 

Haggart, 

LaRividre, 

Madore, 

Malouin, 

'     Martineau, 

Lemieux, 

Mills, 

Logan, 
Mc  A  lister. 

Monk, 
Mulock, 

McCleary, 
McClure, 

Russell, 
Sifton,  and 

Mclnerney, 

Tisdale— 31 
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Clerk,  were  preeent,  and  he  asked  that  they  be  examined  first  ander  the  Order  of  the 
Committee  of  the  19th  July,  viz. :  "  That  the  Deputy  Returning  OflSoers  and  other 
"oiBeials  present  at  the  polling  booth  and  taking  any  official  part  in  the  Election, 
"  be  examined  first". 

And  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  having  objected  to  the  said  witnesses  being  called 
first, 

The  Chairman  ruled  that  under  the  said  Order  of  the  Committee  of  Wednesday, 
Jaly  19th,  these  witnesses,  being  officials  at  the  Election,  must  be  examined  first. 

And  an  appeal  being  made  from  the  ruling  of  the  Chairman,  the  said  rulingwas 
sustained  on  the  following  division,  viz.: — 

Yeas: 

Messieurs  Aaqcers,  Blair,  Britton,  Can*oll,  Davie8  (Sir  Louis),  Flint,  Eraser 
(Guysboro*),  Lemieux,  Logan,  McClare,  Mclsaao,  Madore,  Malouin,  Martineau, 
Bas«el],  and  Si  Aon— 16. 

Nays: 

Messieurs  Bennett,  Bergeron,  Borden  (^Halifax),  Davin,  LaBividre,  McAlister^ 
McCleary,  Mclnerney,  Mills,  Monk,  and  Tisdale — 11. 

Michael  Tobin,  Poll  Clerk,  was  sworn  and  examined,  and  ordered  to  remain  in 
attendance. 

John  Lawson,  Scrutineer  for  Holmes,  was  t^worn  and  examined,  and  ordered  to 
remain  in  attendance. 

At  1.45  o'clock  p.m.  the  Committee  took  recess. 

3  o'clock  p.m. 

John  F.  McEvoy,  Scrutineer  for  Holmes,  was  sworn  and  examined,  and  ordered 
to  remain  in  attendance. 

The  examination  of  Henry  Zoellner  was  concluded,  and  he  was  discharged  from 
farther  attendance. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz.: — James  Keid,  John  W.  Hunter,  James  Taylor,  William  Tobin, 
Scarlet  B.  Williams,  SumucI  Johnston,  James  McWhinney  and  William  J.Graham. 

Od  motion  of  Sir  Louis  Davies,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  D.  McGillicuddy,  of  the  Town  of  Goderich,  be  summoned  to  appear 
and  give  evidence  before  the  Committee. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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Thursday,  27th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  11  o'olock  a.m. 

Prssbnt : 

Memeun  Fortin,  CKairman, 

Angers,  Fraser  (Chiysboro^)^  Malonin, 

Beonett,  Haggart,  jy^artineaa, 

Berfferon,  LaRividre,  Hills, 

Borden  (^Halifax),  Logan,  Mooet, 

Britton,  McCarthy,  Monk, 

Carroll,  MoCleary,  Powell, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis),  McClare,  Bassell,  and 

•Davin,  Mclsaac,  Tisdale — 26. 
Flint, 

B.  C.  Hays,  barrister,  was  sworn  and  examined,  and  didoharged  ftrom  farther 
attendance. 

During  his  examination  the  following  papers  were  filed  and  marked  as  Exhibits, 
viz. : — 

Exhibit  10^. — Piece  of  ballot  paper  picked  np  by  James  Beid  (showing 
number). 

Exhibit  10^. — ^Piece  of  ballot  paper  picked  up  by  James  Beid  (showing 
initials). 

Exhibit  10^. —Pieces  of  ballot  papers  picked  up  by  James  Beid. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  farther 
attendance,  viz.:  Nixon  Dougherty,  James  Clark  and  Arthur  A.  Williams. 

At  1.35  p.m.  the  Committee  took  recess. 

3  o'clock  p.m. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  fVom  farther 
attendance,  viz.:  IClisha  Maw,  Charles  Carey,  Boland  Williams,  Abner  Morris, 
Samuel  Morris,  Joseph  Thompson,  William  Kerr  and  John  Cantwell. 

During  the  examination  of  Charles  Carey  there  was  filed  as 

Exhibit  No.  11. — Sketch  of  a  ballot  paper  drawn  by  Mr.  Britton,  M.P. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTBB  TODD, 

Olerk  of  the  Committee, 
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Peidat,  28th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  11  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbbsent  : 

Messieura  Fortin,  Chairman^ 

Beonatt,  VrBser  {Ouyabcro^),  Mclsaac, 

BeigeroD,  Haggart,  Martinean, 

fioiden  {Halifax),  LaEtvi^re,  Mills, 

BriltOD,  Logan,  Powell, 

GuToll,  McAliAter,  RoBsell,  and 

IbTies  (Sir  Louis),  McCarthy,  Tisdale.— 21. 

DiTin,  McCleary, 

The  miDotes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  filed  : 

Exhibit  No.  12. — Plan  of  Council  Chamber,  Goderich,  drawn  by  James  Beid. 

Mr.  Borden  (Balifax)  stated  that  James  Seid  had  written  requesting  that  his 
fTidence  as  to  the  time  he  voted  be  corrected.  He  voted  at  the  opening  of  the  poll 
and  not  at  noon.     Letter  filed. 

The  following  witnesses  were  f&worn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz. :  Thomas  Culbert,  William  Yrooman,  John  Byan,  William  Burrows 
and  John  H.  Simpson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issaed  to  Thomas  Harvey,  jr.,  of  the  City  of  Hull, 
to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Tuesday  next. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.10  p.m.  ' 

3  o'clock  p.m. 

The  following  witnesses  were  recalled,  further  examined  and  discharged  from 
atteodanoe,  viz.:  John  F.  MoAvoy,  John  Lawson,  Michael  Tobin  and  Bichard 
Oliddon. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz. :  Patrick  Kelly,  James  Campbell  and  Herbert  Morris. 


Durioff  the  examination  of  Herbert  Morris,  the  following  papers  were  filed  „ 

Exhibit  No.  13.*-Poll  Book  from  No.  2  polling  subaivision,  Township  of 
Colbome. 

Exhibit  No.  14-1.  1  rejected  ballot  from  same  polling  subdivision. 

Exhibit  No.  14-2.  1  ballot  marked  for  Holmes  in  the  same  polling  subdivision. 

Exhibit  No.  14-3.  Bemainder  of  ballots  marked  for  Holmes  at  same  polling 
anbdivision. 

Exhibit  No.  14--4.  Ballots  cast  for  McLean  at  the  same  polling  subdivision. 

Exhibit  No.  14-5.  Unused  and  retarued  ballots,  same  polling  subdivision. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issaed  to  each  of  the  following  persons  to  attend 
^uh!  ^ve  evidence  before  the  Committee,  viz. :  On  Tuesday  next,  Peter  Endress  and 
William  KoQgh,  of  the  City  of  Toronto.    On  Wednesday  next,  Abraham  Smith,  jr.. 
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Edward  Van  Every,  W.  P.  Clark,  M.  O.  Johnston,  William  Mitchell,  Frederick  J. 
Pridham,  William  Sharraan,  jr.,  Maitland  J.  Whitely,  John  T.  Thompson,  John  A. 
Bobertson,  Greorge  Evanf>,  Joseph  Hamilton,  William  Burrows,  George  Sutton  and 
Bobert  J.  McClymont,  all  of  the  Town  of  Groderich,  Ontario. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  Tuesday  next,  Ist  August,  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest^ 

WALTEB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


TussDAT,  1st  August,  1899. 


The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

Prbsbnt : 

Messieurs  Fortin,  Chairman, 

Bell  {Pnnce), 

Fraser  (Ouysbcro"), 

Mills, 

Bennett, 

Haggart, 

Monk, 

Bergeron, 
Borden  {Halifax), 

Logan, 

Powell, 

McAlister, 

Bussell, 

Britton, 

McCleary, 

Sifton,  and 

Carroll, 

McCiure, 

Tisdale— 21 

Flint, 

Mclsaao, 

The  Minutes  of  Friday  last  were  read  and  confirmed. 

William  Kough,  manager,  and  Peter  Endrees,  bookkeeper,  of  the  firm  of  D.  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.,  of  Toronto,  were  severally  sworn,  examined,  and  discharged  from 
further  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  William  Duncan  and  Joseph  Kidd,  employees  of  the  firm  of  D.  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.,  Toronto,  be  summoned  to  attend  and  give  evidence  on  Wednesday, 
August  2. 

Daniel  McGillicuddy,  publisher,  Goderich,  having  made  affirmation  was  exam- 
ined and  discharged  from  further  attendance. 

During  his  examination  the  following  Exhibits  were  filed,  viz.:— 

Exhibit  No.  16^ — Ballot  taken  from  the  bottom  of  Exhibit  15«. 

Exhibit  No.  15«— Ballot  taken  from  the  top  of  Exhibit  15». 

Exhibit  No.  15^ — Ist  package  of  residue  of  ballots  left  in  McGillicuddy's  pOBses- 
sion  after  Betuming  Officer  was  furnished  with  ballots  for  the  election. 

Exhibit  No.  15^ — 2nd  package  of  residue  of  ballots  left  in  McGillicuddy's  po8« 
session  after  Beturniog  Officer  was  furnished  with  ballots  for  the  election. 

Exhibit  No.  15^ — 3rd  package  of  residue  of  ballots  left  in  McGillicuddy's  poases- 
sion  after  Beturning  Officer  was  furnished  with  ballots  for  the  election. 

Exhibit  No.  15^ — Wooden  block  (empty)  from  which  Exhibits  16»  and  15* 
were  printed. 

Exhibit  No.  15'' — ^Wooden  block  (with  type  set)  from  which  Exhibit  15 «  was 
printed. 
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Thomas  Hai*rey,  jr.,  asBistant  saperinteDdeot  Bddy's  Pulp  and  Paper  Mills,  Hnll^ 
P.Q.,  was  sworn  and  examined  in  part. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bussell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  McGillicaddy,  having  left  Goderich  for  the  purpose  of  attend- 
ing before  this  Gommitteei  on  July  22,  be  allowed  the  usual  rate  of  maintenance 
frcm  that  date. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  lill  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest^ 

WALTBB  TODD, 

Glerk  of  the  Committee^ 


Wbdnssdat,  2nd  August,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m. 

Present  : 

Messieurs  Fobtin,  Chairman, 

Bennett,  Lafiividre,  Martineau, 

Beigeron,  Logan,  Mills, 

Borden  (Balifax),  McAlister,  Powell, 

Britton,  McCarthy,  Eussell, 

Davin,  McCleary,  Sifton, 

Flint,  Molnerney,  Tiedale— 21. 

Eaggart,  Madore, 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  account  of  the  Sheriff  of  Toronto  for  $2.33;  and  the  accounts  of  the  Sheriff 
of  Huron  for  $243.75  and  for  $4  were  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issued  for  Benjamin  C.  Munnings,  of  Goderich,  ta 
attend  and  give  evidence  on  Thursday,  3rd  August. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  moved    that  the  Committee  do  recommend    that  tho 
quorum  be  reduced  to  ten  members. — Debate  thereon  adjourned. 

Henry  Armstrong,  Poll  Clerk,  No.  3  Polling  Subdivision,  Town  of  Goderich, 
was  sworn,  examined  and  ordered  to  remain  in  attendance. 

During  his  examination  ihe  following  books  and  papers  from  No.  3  Polling  Sub- 
division, Town  of  Goderich,  were  filed  as — 

Exhibit  No.  16.— Poll  Book. 

Bxhibit.No.  17.— Voters'  List. 

Exhibit  No.  18^. — Ballots  marked  for  McLean. 

Exhibit  No.  18^.— Unused  and  returned  Ballots. 

Exhibit  No.  18*. — 49  Ballots  marked  for  Holmes,  having  a  white  lino  across 
the  right  hand  top  corner. 

Exhibit  No.  18^. — 10  Ballots  marked  for  Holmes,  without  the  white  line  across 
the  right  hand  top  corner. 
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Exhibit  N"©.  I8*a.— The  only  one  of  the  lant  ten  (18*)with  initials  on  the  back. 

Exhibit  2^0.  18^. — 12  Ballotn  marked  foi*'  Holmes,  also  without  the  whit3  line 
on  the  right  hand  top  corner,  but  darker  in  colour  than  Exhfbit  18*. 

Exhibits  No.  18«a,  6.-2  of  Exhibit  18«  without  initiaU  on  the  back. 

Exhibit  No.  18^. — 2  Ballots  marked  for  Holmes,  on  which  the  white  line  io  the 
right  hand  top  corner  is  indistinct. 

Abraham  Smith  was  sworn  and  examined  in  part. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.20  p.m. 

4  o'clock  p.m. 
The  Committee  resumed. 

The  examination  of  Abraham  Smith  was  concluded  and  he  wan  discharged  from 
further  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mj\  Sifton,  it  was 

Ordered^  That  a  summons  be  issued  for  James  Yates,  Division  Court  Clerk, 
Goderich,  and  William  Horton,  Town  Treasurer,  Goderich,  to  attend  and  give 
evidence  on  Friday  next. 

Robert  W.  Clark,  Scrutineer  for  McLean  at  Polling  Subdivision  No.  3,  Town  of 
Goderich,  was  sworn  and  examined,  and  ordered  to  remain  in  attendance. 

The  following  witnesses  were  severally  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from 
farther  attendance,  viz.:— William  Duncan;  Joseph  Kidd;  William  Martin,  and 
Daniel  McL.eod. 

During  the  examination  of  William  Martin  the  following  papers  from  No.  7 
Polling  Subdivision,  Town  of  Goderich,  wore  filed : — 

Exhibits  No.  19^  and  x9*.— 2  Ballots  (1  marked  for  HoJmes  and  1  for  McLean) 
with  white  line  across  the  right  hand  top  corner. 

Exhibit  No.  19^. — Unused  and  returned  Ballots. 

Exhibit  No.  19*. — Ballots  marked  for  McLean. 

Exhibit  No.  19^. — Ballots  marked  for  Holmes. 

Exhibit  No.  19 «.— Poll-book. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  ^Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  oe  issued  "to  each  of  the  following  pereons  to  attend 
and  give  evidence  before  the  Committee,  viz.: — Harry  D.  Roed ;  John  Haley; 
Thomas  H.  Hawkins;  James  Walters;  Edward  Armstrong;  Christopher  Sanderson ; 
William  A.  McClymont;  William  Wainock;  Thomas  H.  Brophy ;  George  Campbell; 
James  S.  Strongh;  William  L.  McLean,  and  George  Haley,  all  of  the  Town  of 
Goderich. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

>  Attest, 

WALTEE  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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Thubsdat,  3rd  Aagast,  1899. 


Prisint  : 

Messieurs  Pohtin,  Chairman, 

Prasor  (Ghiysbaro*), 

Mills, 

Haggart, 
Logan, 

Monlf, 
Powell, 

McAlister, 

Bassell, 

McCarthy, 

Sifton,  and 

McCleary, 

Tisdale— 21 

Mc  Isaac, 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 


Belcoart, 

BeU  (Pnnce), 

fiennett, 

Bergeron, 

Borden  {Halifax), 

Britton, 

Flint, 

The  Minates  of  yesterday  were  read  and  confirmed. 

The  account  of  the  Sheri£f  of  Huron  for  the  sum  of  $20.85  was  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  do  recommend  that  each  of  the  three  shorthand 
writers  be  allowed  the  usual  fee  of  $5.00  per  sitting  of  the  Committee  for  each  such 
flitting  attended  by  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issued  for  Walter  Pridham  to  attend  and  give 
evidence,  and  that  the  said  Walter  Pridham  having  left  Goderich  for  Ottawa  to 
attend  before  the  Committee  on  Tuesday,  August  1st,  be  paid  the  usual  rate  for 
maintenance  from  that  date. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issued  for  Harry  Boss,  employee  of  the  firm  of 
D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.,  Toronto,  to  attend  and  give  evidence  to-morrow. 

The  following  witnesses  were  severally  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from 
farther  attendance,  viz. : — W.  F.Clark;  William  Sharman,  jr.;  Maitland  Whitely; 
Joseph  T.  Thompson;  John  A.  Robertson;  Joseph  Hamilton;  Walter  Pridham; 
William  Burrows;  George  Sutton,  and  Bobert  McClymont. 

William  Mitchell,  Town  Clerk,  Goderich,  was  sworn  and  examined  in  part. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.15  p.m. 


5  o'clock  p.m. 
The  Committee  resumed. 

Benjamin  C.  Munnings  and  Edward  Van  Every  were  sworn,  examined  and  dis- 
charged from  further  attendance. 

Bobert  W.  Clark  was  further  examined  and  discharged  from  attendance. 

M,  O.  Johnston  and  W.  H.  Hoppens  were  severally  sworn,  examined  and  ordered 
to  remain  in  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered,  That  a  summons  be  issued  to  each  of  the  following  persons  to  attend 
and  give  evidenco  before  the  Committee,  viz.: — John  F.  Bates;  Andrew  Whitoly; 
El)enezer  Woodcock ;  John  Beacon ;  John  Brydges ;  Patrick  Nugent ;  William  H. 
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Lang;  George  H.  Webber;  Anthony  Baker;  John  Balph;  Thomas  PoUey;  William 
Dahn;  Edward  Slattery;  Thomas  McEenzie;  Thomas  Johnston;  Frederick  Li. 
Stahleker;  William  Gohl;  John  C.Johnston;  Bev.  Jasper  Wilson ;  John  Achesoo ;. 
William  liane,  County  Court  Clerk,  all  of  the  Town  of  Goderich. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

AtUst, 

WALTBB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Friday,  4th  August,  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbisint: 

Messieurs  Fobtin,  Chairman, 

Bell  (Prince), 

Bennett, 

Borden  (Halifax), 

Britton, 

Davin, 

Flint, 

The  Minutes  of  the  last  meeting  were  read  and  comfirmed. 

Harry  Boss,  employee  of  the  firm  of  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.,  Toronto,  was 
sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further  attendance. 

The  following  witnessen  were  recalled  and  discharged  from  further  attendance^ 
viz. : — ^Henrj  Armstrong ;  M.  O.  Johnston,  and  W.  H.  Hoppeni*. 

The  Committee  rose  at  noon. 

4  o'clock  p.m. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax},  it  was 

Ordered,  That  another  summons  be  issued  for  James  Farr  to  attend  and  give 
evidence. 

William  Mitchell  was  recalled  and  dirtcharged  from  farther  attendance. 

William  L.  Horton,  Town  Treasurer,  and  James  Yates,  Divthion  Court  Clerk, 
Goderich,  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further  attendance. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to  morrow  at  10  o'clock  a.m. 

Attest, 

WAIiTEB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee, 


LaBividre, 

Mills. 

McAlister, 

McCarthy, 

McCleary, 

Mclnemey, 

Mclsaac, 

Monk, 
Powell, 
Bussell, 
Sifton— 18, 
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Saturday,  5th  August,  1899. 


>  at  I^ljdo 


The  Committee  met  at  I^sdock  a.m. 

Pbxsbnt  : 

Memeurz  Fortin,  Chairman^ 

BeU  (Pruie€),  Fraser  {Chiysboro"),  Mcloaao, 

Bergeron,  Haggart,  Mills, 

BoiSen  {^HaUfax)^  McAlister,  Powell, 

Brittoo,  fiicCartby,  Sussell,  and 

Flint,  McCloary,  Sifton— 16. 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  confirmed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Ordered^  That  a  summons  be  issued  for  James  Nelson  and  Thomas  Marshall,  of 
Toronto,  to  attend  on  Monday  next  and  give  evidence  before  the  Committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax),  it  was 

Resolved,  That  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the^  evidence  of  James  Tobin  and 
William  McManns,  of  the  Township  of  Colborne,  and'of  George  Evans,  of  the  Town 
ofGoderich,  who  were  unable  to  attend  before  the  Committee  on  account  of  illness, 
interrogatories  be  sent  to  the  County  Court  Judge  of  Huron  with  instructions  to 
take  1  heir  evidence  under  oath  forthwith  and  to  remit  the  same  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Committee  at  the  earliest  opportunity,  and  that  the  8aid  evidence  be  deemed  to  be 
part  of  the  evidence  taken  by  this  Committee. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz.:  William  Warnock ;  William  A.  McClymont;  Thomas  McKenzie; 
Christopher  Sanden»on  and  James  Strongh. 

William  Lane,  Election  Clerk,  was  examined  in  part. 

A  statement  of  the  number  of  ballots  purporting  to  have  been  furnished  the 
diiferent  Deputy  Returning  Officers  for  the  election,  prepared  by  Messrs.  Powell, 
Flint  and  Lane  was  filed  as  Exhibit  No.  20. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.20  p.m. 


4  o'clock  p.m. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz.:  John  E.  Brydges;  John  F.  Bates;  Frederick  L.  Stahieker ;  John 
Beacon,  and  John  Haley. 

Daring  the  examination  of  F.  L.  Stahieker  there  was  filed  as 

Exhibit  No.  21,  a  paper  showing  the  manner  in  which  the  witness  marked  his 

Ullot. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  10.30  a.m.  on  Monday  next. 

Attest, 

WALTRR  TODD, 

CUrk  of  the  Committee. 
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Haggart, 
MoAlihter, 

MorrisoD, 
Powell, 

McClure, 

QuiDD, 

Mclfaac, 

RuBsell,  and 

Milb, 

Sifton— 16. 
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Monday,  7th  Augaat,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbbsbnt : 

Memeun 

Bell  {Prince), 

Borden  (Halifax), 

Britton, 

Davies  (Sir  Louis), 

Davin, 

Flint, 

In  the  absence  of  the  Chairman  Mr.  Flint  look  the  Chair. 

The  Minutes  of  Saturday  last  were  read  and  confii  mcd. 

A  certificate  from  Dr.  Taylor,  of  Oodcrich,  was  read  to  the  effect  that  John 
Balph  was  too  ill  to  attend  under  his  summons. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax) ^  it  was 

Besolved,  That  the  County  Court  Judge  of  the  County  of  Huron  be  authorized 
to  administer  to  John  Ealph  the  same  interrogatories  that  he  was  authorized  to 
administer  to  James  Tobin,  William  MoManus  and  George  £vans. 

Thomas  Harvey,  jr.,  of  Hull,  was  recalled,  further  examined  and  discharged 
from  attendance. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Powell,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  Thomas  Harvey,  jr.,  be  paid  the  usual  rate  of  maintenance 
allowed  to  witnesses  for  the  three  days  in  which  he  was  in  attendance. 

Ebenezer  Woodcock,  James  Nelson  and  Thomas  Marshall  were  sworn,  examined 
and  discharged  from  farther  attendance. 

Bobert  Holmes,  M.P.,  waa  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.20. 

4  o'clock  p.m. 
The  Committee  resumed,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  Chair. 

The  account  of  W.  D.  McPherson,  of  Toronto,  for  the  sum  of  $22.55,  fees  and 
expenses  in  connection  with  his  effort  to  sei*ve  a  summons  upon  James  Farr,  was 
approved. 

W.  A.  McClymont  was  recalled,  further  examined  and  discharged  from  attend- 
ance. 

The  following  witnesses  were  sworn,  examined  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance,  viz.:  George  Campbell|  Thomas  Policy,  William  L.  McLean,  John 
Acheson,  Harty  D.  Beed,  Thomas  H.  Brophy  and  Patrick  Nugent. 

The  declaration  of  William  L.  McLean  was  filed  as  Exhibit  No.  22. 

Donald  Cumming  and  William  Lane  were  recalled  and  discharged  from  further 
attendance. 
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It  being  6  o'clock ; 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  stated  that  there  were  still  nine  witnesses  present  tolbe 
examined,  and  asked  that  the  Committee  meet  again  this  evening  or  to-morrow 
morning  for  the  purpose  of  taking  their  evidence. 

And  objection  being  taken  thereto  on  the  ground  that  an  understanding  had  been 
reached  on  Saturday  last  to  take  no  more  evidence  after  to-day,  it  was 

Ordered,  That  ihe  said  witnesses,  James  Walters,  Edward  Armstrong,  Andrew 
Whitely,  George  H.  Webber,  William  Dahn,  Edward  Slaltery,  Thomas  Johnston, 
William  Gohl  and  John  G.  Johnston,  be  discharged  from  further  attendance  forthwith, 
and  that  the  Committee  meet  tomorrow  morning  for  the  purpose  of  considering  their 
Beport. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 


Tuesday,  8th  August^  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  10.30  o'clock  a.m. 

Pbbsent  : 

Messieurs  Fobtin,  Chairman, 

Bell  (Prince),  Davin,  Mclsaao,  and 

Borden  (Halifax),  MoAlister,  Eussell— 9. 

Britton,  McClure, 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Mr.  Russell  moved  that  a  sub-oommittee  composed  of  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax) 
and  the  mover  be  appointed  to  draft  a  report  on  the  line  of  previous  inquiries  in 
which  the  proceedings  have  not  been  completed — which  was  agreed  to. 

The  Committee  then  adjoarned  till  to-morrow  at  10.30  a.m. 

Attest, 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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Wbdnxsdat,  9th  AairuBt,  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m. 

Pbxsbnt: 
Meaieurs  Fobtin,  Ghairman, 


Borden  (Halifax), 

Martineau, 

Bassell,  and 

McAHster, 

Mills, 

Sifton— 8. 

Molsaac, 

The  Minutes  of  yesterday  were  read  and  confirmed. 

Two  letters  from  the  County  Court  Judge  of  the  County  of  Huron,  enclosing 
answers  of  James  Tobin,  William  McManus,  Greorge  Evans  and  John  Salph  to 
interrogatories  administered  to  them,  were  read  and  filed. 

Ordered^  That  the  said  interrogatories  and  answers  thereto  form  part  of  the 
evidunce  taken  by  the  Committee,  and  be  printed  therewith. 

The  Sub-Committe  appointed  on  Tuesday,  8th  August,  to  draft  a  report  to  the 
House  on  the  /natters  contained  in  the  Order  of  Beference  of  the  9th  July,  1899, 
submitted  the  following  Draft  Report,  viz.: — 

Draft  Bepobt  of  Sub-Committbb. 

The  Select  Standing  Committee  on  Privileges  and  Elections  beg  leave  to  report 
that  under  the  order  of  reference  made 'on  the  ninth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  ninety-nine,  they  have  partially  inquired  into  and  investigated  the 
conduct  of  the  returning  officer  and  of  certain  of  the  deputy  returning  officers  at 
the  last  election  for  the  electoral  district  of  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron, 

That  in  so  doing  they  have  heard  the  testimony  of  ninety-nine  witnesses,  and 
have  submitted  interrogatories  for  the  examination  bv  the  County  Court  Judge  of 
the  County  of  Huron,  of  four  witnesses;  that  twenty-five  sittings  have  been  held  for 
the  purpose  of  taking  evidence,  covering  seventeen  days  and  comprising  seventeen 
morning  sessions  and  eight  afternoon  sessions;  that  the  Committee  determined  to 
hold  the  last  session  for  the  examination  of  witnesses  on  Monday,  the  seventh  day  of 
August,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  ninety-nine,  and  for  that  reason  nine 
witnesses  then  in  attendance  for  the  purpose  of  giving  evidence  were  discharged 
without  examination  ;  twelve  witnesses  also  failed  to  attend,  and  the  attendance  of 
three  was  countermanded. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Committee  being  thus  incomplete  the  Committee  do  not 
feel  warranted  in  reporting  any  conclusions.  They  therefore  report  herewith  the 
evidence  given  by  the  witnesses  who  were  examined,  that  the  House  may  take  such 
action  thereon,  and  as  to  continuing  and  completing  the  inquiry  and  investigation 
as  may  be  deemed  best,  and  your  Committee  recommend  that  the  said  evidence  and 
exhibits  be  printed  for  the  use  of  members  of  the  House. 

(Signed)        B.  BUSSBLL. 

B.  L.  BOBDBN. 
HousB  OF  Commons,  August  8th,  1899. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  Draft  Beport  be  the  Beport  of  the  Committee,  and 
that  the  same  be  presented  to  the  House  with  the  Minutes  of  Proceedings  and 
Evidence  attached  thereto. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned  sine  die. 

Attest, 

WALTBB  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee. 
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Exhibit. 


Description. 


Foiling  Subdivision  No.  4,  Colbome : 

No.  1 Poll  book. 

(Referred  to  on  page  8  of  the  Evidence.) 

Na  2 Torn  ballot  marked  for  McLean,   picked  up   by  James    Reid  and 

pasted  on  a  sheet  of  paper  by  E.  C.  Hays. 

(Referred  to  on  page  8  of  tJie  Evidence,) 
No.  3 Ballots  (68)  oast  for  Holmes  (marked  3^  to  3«8  inclusive.) 

(Referred  to  on  page  28  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  3-1-3-14..  14  bogus  ballots  (so  called)  numbered  1  to  14  series  3  of  Holmes's 
ballots. 

(Referred  to  on  page  32  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  4 Ballots  (30)  oast  for  McLean  (marked  4^  to  4^^  inclusive.) 

(Referred  to  on  page  30  of  the  Evidence,) 
No. 5..... L.  C.  Dancey's  appointment  as  agent  for  Holmes. 

(Referred  to  on  page  24  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  6 Unused  and  returned  ballots  (27.) 

(Referred  to  on  page  28  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  7 Unused  and  returned  ballots  No.  1  Polling  Subdivision,  Ashfield. 

(Referred  to  on  page  44  of  the  Evidence,) 
Ko.  8 Unused  and  returned  ballots  No.  2  Polling  Subdivision,  Ashfield. 

(Referred  to  on  page  44  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  9 Declaration  of  William  MoConnell  that  he  had  voted  for  McLean. 

(Referred  to  on  page  72  of  the  Evidence,) 
No.  10-1,  10-2  Pieces  of  ballot  paper  picked  up  by  James  Beid  (showing  number  and 
initials)  at  Polling  Sobdivi-iion  No.  3,  Goderich. 

(Referred  to  on  page  194  of  the  Evidence,) 

No.  10-3 Pieces  (about  50  in  number)  of  ballet  papers  picked  up  by  James  Reid 

at  Polling  Subdivision  No.  3.  Goderich, 

(Referred  to  on  page  194  of  the  Evidence,) 

No.  11 Sketch  of  a  ballot  paper  drawn  by  Mr.  Britton,  M.P.,  and  marked  by 

Charles  Carey. 

(Referred  to  on  page  228  of  the  Evidence,) 

No.  12 Plan  of  council  chamber,  Goderich  (Polling  Subdivision  No.  3),  drawn 

by  James  Reid. 

(Referred  to  on  page  162  of  the  Evidence.) 
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PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 
Stnopbis  of  Exhibits — Continued. 


Exhibit. 


No.  13..., 
No.  14-1. 
No.  14-2. 


No.  14-3.. 
No.  14-4.. 
No.  14-5.. 


No.  15-1,  15-2 


No.  15-3. 
No.  15-4. 
No.  15-5.. 
No.  15.6., 
No.  15-7. 


No. 
No. 


16. 
17. 


No.  18-1. 

No.  18-2. 
No.  18-3. 

No.  18-4. 


Deeoription. 


Polling  Subdivision  No.  2,  Colbome : 
Poll  book. 

{Referred  to  on  page  228  of  the  Evidence,) 
1  rejected  ballot. 

Referred  to  on  page  291  of  the  Evidence,) 

1  ballot  marked  for  HolmoB. 
Referred  to  on  page  292  of  the  Evidence.) 

Remainder  of  ballotK  marked  for  Hoi  men. 
Ballots  marked  for  McLean. 
UnQHed  and  returned  ballots. 

(Referred  to  on  page  293  of  the  Evidence,) 

2  ballots  taken,  1  from  bottom  and  1  from  top  of  package  marked 
exhibit  15  3. 

(Referred  to  on  page  302  of  the  Evidence.) 
Package  (No.  1)  ballot  papers  filed  by  1).  McGriilicuddy, 
do       (No.  2)  do  do 

do       (No.  3)  do  do 

Block  (empty)  from  which  exhibits  15-3  and  15-4  were  printed. 
Block  (with  typo  bet)  from  which  exhibit  15-3  was  printed. 
(Referred  to  on  page  302  of  the  Evidence,) 

No.  3  Foiling  Subdivision,  Qoderich  Town  : 
Poll  book. 
Voters*  List. 

(Referred  to  onpaae  321  of  the  Evidence.) 
Ballots  marked  for  McLean. 

(Referred  to  on  page  323  of  the  Evidence.) 
Unused  and  returned  ballots. 
4H  ballots  marked  for  Holmes,  having  a  white  line  across  the  top  right 

hand  corner. 
10  ballots  marked  for  Holmes  without  the  white  line  across  the  top 
right  hand  corner. 

No.  18-4a The  only  one  of  the  last  10  (18-4)  with  initials  on  the  back. 

12  ballots  marked  for  Holmes,  also  without  the  white  line  aorosB  the 

right  hand  top  corner,  but  darker  in  colour  than  exhibit  18-4. 
2  of  lust  exhibit  (18^)  without  initials  on  the  back. 
2  ballots  marked  for  Holmes  on  which  the  white  lino  across  the  right 
hand  top  corner  is  indistinct  (see  also  exhibits  2,  10-1,  10-2,  10-3, 
12). 
(Referred  to  on  page  324  of  the  Evidence.) 


No.  18-5. 


No.  18-5a  b 
No.  18-6...., 


No.  19-1-2... 


No.  19  3.. 
No.  19-4. 
No.  19-5.. 
No.  19-6. 


Polling  Subdivision  No.  7,  Goderich  Town: 

2  ballots  (1  marked  for  Holmes  and  1  for  McLean)  with  white  line 

across  the  right  hand  top  corner. 
Unused  and  returned  ballots. 
Ballots  marked  for  McLean. 
Ballots  marked  for  Holmes. 
Poll  book. 
(Referred  to  on  page  350  of  the  Evidence.) 
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WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY. 
Stnopsis  of  Exhibits — Concluded. 


Exhibit. 


1^0.  20. 


No.  21. 
No.  22 


Description. 


Polling  Subdivision  No.  7,  Qoderich  Town : — ( 

Statement  of  number  of  ballots  purporting  to  have  been 
different  Deputy  Keturning  Officers  for  the  election 
Mr.  Powell,  M.P.,  Mr.  Flint,  MJP.,  and  Mr.  William 
clerk. 
{Referred  to  on  page  438  of  the  Evidence.) 
Paper  showing  the  manner  in  which  F.  L.  Stahleker  marl 
Declaration  of  W.  L.  McLean  that  he  voted  for  Robert  I 
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Pagb. 

AchesoD,  John... 502 

ArmstroDg,  Henry 321 

Bates,  John  P 453 

Beacon,  John ,.  ..  .. 460 

Brophy,  Thomas  H 509 

Brydgee,  John  B...... 444 

Burrows,  William  (Colbome) 267 

Burrows,  William  (Goderich)  369 

Campbell,  George 489 

Campbell,  James 277 

Cantwell,  John 244 

Carey,  CharloB 221 

Clarir,  James 205 

Clark,  fiobertW.... 338 

do             (recalled) 382 

Clark,  W.  F 351 

Culbert,  Thomas 250 

Cumming,  Donald 15 

Balton,  Jere ..    123 

Dougherty,  Nixon 200 

Duncan,  William 335 

Bndress,  Peter 298 

Bvans,  George 514 

Sliddon,  Richard 114 

Graham,  William  J 186 

Haley,  John 463 

Hamilton,  Joseph 365 

Harvey,  Thomas,  Jr 318 

do               (recalled) 466 

Hays,  R.C 193 

Hoppens,  William  H 389 

Holmes,  Eobert,  M.  P 482 

do                   (recalled) , 488 
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Horton,  William  L 406 

Hunter,  John  W 168 

Johnston,  M.  O 3^7 

Johnston,  Samuel 18<* 

Kelly,  Patrick 272 

Kerr,  William 240 

Kidd,  Joseph -.. 336 

Kirkpatrick,  James 62 

Kough,  William 297 

Lane,  William 423 

do           (recalled).... 438 

Lawson,  John 142 

do            (recalled) 285 

Marshall,  Thomas .  .   483 

Martin,  William 348 

Maw,  Blisha 217 

Mitchell,  William 376 

do              (recalled) 417 

Morris,  Abner 231 

Morris,  Herbert 288 

Morrris,  Kenneth , 56 

Morris,  Samuel 235 

Mnnnings,  Benjamin  C 380 

McAvoy,  John  F 151 

do              (recalled) 282 

McCann,  Joseph  C «.  50 

McConnell,  William 71 

McClymont,  R  G 378 

McClymont,  W.  A 428 

do              (recalled) 502 

McGillicuddy,  D 299 

McKenzie,  Thomas 430 

McLean,  William  L 497 

McLeod,  Daniel 350 

MoManus,  Hamilton ..•••  69 

McManus,  James.  • 16 

do            (recalled) 107 

McManus,  William , 517 

McWhinney,  James ....^ la 

do              (recalled) 182 

Nelson,  James 472 

Nugent,  Patrick 511 
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fiyan,  John 261 

Sanderson,  Christopher 432 
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Shaw,  Edward... 83 

Simpson,  George  C 105 
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Strongh,  James 434 

Sturdy,  Thomas 121 

Satton,  George , 372 

Taylor,  James  172 

Thompson,  John  T 358 

Thompson,  Joseph , 236 

Tobin,  James 516 

TobiD,  Michael 127 

do            (recalled) 285 

Tobin,  William 175 

^an  Every,  E 384 

Vrooman,  William 257 

Varnock,  William 424 

Vatson,  James  .,... 48 

Whitely,  Maitland 356 

Williams,  Arthur  A 209 

Williams,  John  M 95 

Williams,  Robert  li.  H 98 

Williams,  Eoland c. 229 
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Woodcock,  Ebenezer... 466 
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SELECT    STANDING    COMMITTEE 

ON 

PRIVILEGES  AND   ELECT 

1899 


MINUTES    OF    EVIDENCE. 


HousB  OF  Commons, 

Tuesday,  18th  I 

The  Committee  met  at  10  o'clock  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  Chair. 

Inquiry  into  the  conduct  of  the  Eeturning  Officer  and  the  a 
Beturning  Officers  in  the  last  election  for  the  West  Biding  of  the  Coc 

William  Stanley  sworn : 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax)  ; 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  Township  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  scrutineer  for  Eobert  McLean,  one  of  the  candidatef 
for  the  House  of  Commons  held  on  the  2lBt  of  February  last? — A.  Y< 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  opening  of  the  polU  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  Y< 

Q.  The  ]X)11  to  which  you  refer  was  where? — A.  No.  5,  GK>derich 

Q.  Polling  subdivision  No.  5,  in  the  Township  of  Goderich  ? — A, 

Q.  You  were  present  at  the  opening  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
■Q.  And  saw  the  ballots  counted  ? — A.  I  counted  them  myself, 
counted. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  ?'-A.  157. 

Q.  How  many  did  the  manifest  or  statement  supplied  to  the  re 
show?— A.  150. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  the  extra  seven  ballots  ?— A.  They  were  c 
were  burnt. 

Q.  There  and  then? — A.  Well,  it  would  be  about  ten  o'clock,  be 
eleven.    It  was  not  before  the  poll  opened  that  they  were  destroyed. 

Q.  At  whose  request  or  Huggeslion  were  they  destroyed? — A.  A 

Q.  On  your  request?    Did  you  vote  at  that  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  voted  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Witness  discharged. 
2-J 
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Jambs  MoWhinnsy  sworn  : 
By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  McWhinney,  you  roside  where  ? — A.  In  Colborne. 

Q.  In  Colborno  Township,  in  the  riding  of  West  Huron  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Yes.  you  voted  at  the  election  on  the  21st  of  February  last,  for  a  member  ^f 
the  House  of  Commons? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  what  polling  bubdivision  did  you  vote?  No.  4,  in  the  Township  of  CoK 
borne.  I  think  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  No.  4. 

Q.  Where  Mr.  Donald  Gumming  was  Deputy  Returning  Officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  name  appears,  No. 66  on  the  poll  book,  James  McWhinnoy,  did  you 
receive  a  ballot  from  the  Deputy  Beturning  Officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Russell,  on  the  ground  that  the  proceedings  had  not 
reached  the  stage  where  such  a  question  was  necessary. 

After  debating  the  point  of  Order  the  Committee  adjourned. 
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HousB  OF  Commons, 

Wednesday,  19th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortio  in  the  Chair. 

Inqairy  re  the  last  election  for  the  Weet  Riding  of  the  Coanty  of  Huron, 
Tesumed. 

Jambs  MoWhinnbt,  witness  on  the  stand. 

After  some  discussion  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Russell  **  that  before  determining  the 
question  whether  electors  who  voted  at  the  election  in  West  Huron  may  be  asked 
ror  whom  they  marked  their  ballot  papers,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that 
the  deputy  returning  officers  and  other  officials  present  at  the  polling  booth  and 
taking  any  official  part  in  the  election  should  first  be  examined  "  and  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Tisdale  thereto  **  that  the  question  put  to  the  witness  is  relevent  and 
should  be  allowed  now",  the  amendment  and  motion  were  put  to  the  committee. 
The  amendment  was  lost  and  the  main  motion  adopted. 

Mr.  BoBDBN. — I  understand  the  question  which  I  proposed  to  this  witness  is 
ruled  out     Is  that  the  fact  ? 

The  Chairman. — For  the  moment. 

Mr.  Borden. — For  the  present  ? 

The  Chairman. — For  the  present  only. 

Mr.  BoRDBN. — I  have  submitted  a  question  to  the  witness  on  the  stand  and  I 
want  a  ruling  by  the  Chairman  as  to  whether  that  question  is  to  be  allowed  now. 

The  Chairman. — In  accordance  with  the  opinion  of  the  committee  expressed 
upon  the  motion  which  has  just  been  put,  the  objection  against  the  evidence  tendered 
is  maintained  for  the  present. 

Mr.  BoRDBN. — I  haven^t  anything  further  to  ask  this  witness  for  the  present. 

Witness  withdrew. 


Jambs  MoManus  sworn  : 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  James  McManus. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  Mr.  McManus,  where  do  you  live? — A.  In  Colborne. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  resided  there,  all  your  life  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  years? — A.  Twenty-eight  years. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  representatives  of  Mr.  McLean  at  Ihe  election  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  you  went  there,  under  a  written  authority  from  Mr.  McLean  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  representative  of  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Bdwai-d  Shaw. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  that  polling  subdivision  ? — A.  Mr. 
Gumming. 

Q.  Mr,  Donald  Cumming? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  commencement  of  the  poll  ? — ^A.  I  was  about  five 
minutes  late. 

2—1  R— 4 
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Q.  And  you  remained  until  after  the  ballots  wei*e  counted  ? — A.  I  remained 
until  after  they  were  counted. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  representative  for  Mr.  McLean? — A.  The  other 
scrutineer? 

Q.  The  other  scrutineer? — A.  Bdward  Shaw. 

Q.  Were  there  any  representativen  there  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  James  Chinholm  and  John  Lawson. 

Q.  Did  they  produce  written  authorities  from  Mr.  Holmes,  do  you  know  ? — A. 
They  were  sworn  in  before  I  came ;  I  was  the  last  scrutineer  sworn  in. 

Q.  Was  there  any  one  else  that  undertook  or  was  allowed  to  represent  Mr* 
Holmes? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  man  from  town  that  took  James  Chisholm's  place. 

Q.  Who  wan  he  ? — A.  I  just  forget  the  name. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  McAvoy  ? — A.  That  is  the  name. 

Q.  John  McAvoy? — A.  I  know  him  well. 

Q.  He  took  Chisholm's  place  ? — A.  He  took  Chisholm's  place. 

Q.  Did  Chisholm  go  away? — A.  He  was  around  the  place  there  but  did  not 
scrutineer  any  longer. 

Q.  He  was  a  scrutineer  how  long  ? — A.  He  was  there,  maybe,  at  ten  o'clock,  and, 
maybe,  nbout  an  hour. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  the  rest  of  the  day  ? — A.  He  was  drawing  voters,  or 
working  that  way.     He  had  his  rig  there. 

Q.  He  was  in  and  oat  ? — Were  there  any  other  who  undertook  to  represent  Mr. 
Holmes  ? — A.  There  was  Mr.  Dancy.    He  took  this  other  man's  place. 

Q.  Whose  place  ? — A.    This  second  man  McAvoy's. 

Q.  Ho  took  McAvoy's  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  he  take  his  place  ? — A.  Just  before  dinner  time,  some  time.  I 
would  not  say,  not  the  exact  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Dancy  was  sworn  in  or  not  ? — A.  He  was  not  sworn 
in  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  objection  with  regard  to  him  ? — A.  Not  till  the  counting 
time  came. 

Q.  Not  till  the  couutiag  of  the  ballots  ? — ^A.  I  objected  then. 

Q.  How  manj  were  present  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Holmes  when  the  ballots  were 
counted  ? — A.  Well«  there  was  the  returning  officer  or  the  deputy  returning  officer, 
the  poll  clerk,  and  Lawson  and  this  Chisholm  who  was  sitting  back  like  in  the  place, 
but  of  course  this  other  man  thnt  took  his  position  of  courae  there  was  other  men 
sitting  there  in  the  room,  but  that  was  the  ones  connected  with  it 

Q  What  objection  did  you  make  to  Dancy's  presence  ? — A.  I  objected  because 
I  hadu't  seen  him  sworn  in  as  an  agent.     That  is  the  objection  I  made. 

Q.  And  what  ruling,  what  decision  did  the  deputy  returning  officer  give? — A. 
Well  he  said  he  was  to  bo  in. 

Q.  Now  you  say  that  the  deputy  returning  officer  said  that  he  should  remain 
in  ? — A.  That  he  should  remain  in. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  it? — A.  Well  he  said  he  had  papers. 

Q.  Were  there  any  papet*s  ? — A.  Ych. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  for  papers  ? — A.  Yes,  I  asked  for  them. 

Q.  You  asked  Dancy  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say?  -A.  Well  he  said  ho  had  his  papers  but  did  not  prodnoe 
them 

Q.  And  he  was  allowed  to  remain  while  the  ballots  were  being  counted  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  counting  ? — A.  No,  only  to  talk,  and  to  keep 
count  with  paper  and  pencil. 

Q.  You  observed  the  way  in  which  the  ballots  were  dealt  with  by  the  deputy, 
did  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoils  ? — A.  The  counterfoils^ 
with  the  exception  of  one  of  them,  were  torn  off  and  he  put  them  in  his  pocket. 
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Q.  I  am  asking  you  aboni  the  proceodings  daring  the  day ;  in  the  fiinst  place  the 
elector  would  come  in  and  ask  for  a  ballot  ?^A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  woald  give  him  a  ballot  to  which  the  counter- 
foil  wao  attachtnl  ? — A.  Yes,  ihat  is  the  way  he  done. 

Q.  And  tho  ballot  iuelf  would  have  his  initials?— A.  It  had  the  two  initials  of 
his  Dame  on  the  back  of  it. 

Q.  And  the  counterfoil  would  be  on  the  ballot  when  handed  to  the  voter  ? — 
A  Yes. 

Q.  Then  the  voter  would  go  into  tho  private  compartment  to  mark  his  ballot  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ho  would  bring  the  ballot  back  and  fifive  it  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer  ? — A.  Give  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  And  the  deputy  would  tear  off  tho  counterfoils  ? — A.  Tore  off  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  do  with  it? — A.  Put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Put  it  in  his  pocket? — A.  In  the  right  hand  pocket  of  his  coat. 

Q.  So  that  after  receiving  a  ballot  from  the  respective  electors  he  would  tear  off 
the  connierfoil  in  each  case,  with  one  exception  ? — A.  In  each  case  I  seen,  with  one 
exception,  and  I  did  not  see  him  throw  that  on  the  floor ;  I  seen  it  laying  there. 

Q.  And  he  put  his  hand  in  the  right  hand  pocket? — A.  Yes,  it  was  the  right 
hand  he  tore  them  off  with. 

Q.  Now  did  you  watch  him  at  all  closely  when  he  wak  doing  thi^-  ? — ^A.  Well  I 
did  not  watch  him  particularly,  because  we  were  both  neighbour  and  I  did  not 
flospect  anything  going  wrong;  he  seemed  all  right. 

Q.  So  you  didn't  watch  him  ? — A.  Not  as  long  a^  a  ballot  went  into  the  box  I 
didn't  ]iAy  any  attention;  this  tearing  of  the  counterfoil  drew  my  attention  because 
I  didn't  sec  it  done  till  then  ;  I  had  seen  them  thrown  away. 

Q.  Previously  you  had  seen  it  thrown  away  or  destroyed? — ^A.  Yes,  or  left  it 
in  the  book. 

Q.  You  never  saw  it  put  in  the  pocket  before  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  You  «»ay  you  have  seen  it  left  in  the  book  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I  have  seen  it  left  in 
the  book. 

Q.  Loosely?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (  Halifax)  : 

Q.  Did  you  say  an3rthing  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  about  this,  about  his 
putting  these  in  his  pocket? — ^A.  Yes,  I  asked  him  what  he  did  it  for,  and  he  said  it 
was  just  the  same. 

By  Mr.  Beleaurt : 
Q.  When  did  you  object  ? — A.  When  I  first  saw  him  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax) : 

Q.  Can  you  describe  how  far  away  you  wei*e  sitting  from  the  deputy  returning 
officer  ? — A.  About  eight  or  ten  feet. 

4,  You  were  sitting  on  a  bench  '/—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  sitting  on  his  right  or  left  ? — ^A.  On  his  right. 

Q.  On  his  right  7 — A.  The  least  thing  angle,  but  on  the  right  side,  the  passage 
for  the  people  to  come  in  was  between  him  and  me. 

Q.  He  sat  with  the  ballot  box  before  him  ? — A.  Yes,  on  the  table. . 

Q.  The  voters  coming  in  parsed  ?— A.  Between  him  and  me. 

Q.  An^l  when  the  voter  handed  the  deputy  returning  officer  his  vote  would  he 
be  standing  between  you  ? — A.  No,  more  out  there  near  where  ihey  went  in  to  vote. 

Q.  Waii  Mr.  Shaw  present  all  the  time  during  the  day? — A.  All  the  time  only 
while  he  ate  his  dinner. 
2— IJ 
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Q.  And  when  yoa  were  eating  your  dinner  he  was  present  as  far  as  joa  know  ? 
A.  Yes,  he  was  present. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  Yes,  just  know  him  to  see  him,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  Groderich. 

Q.  How  far  is  that  away  from  this  polling  division  ? — A.  Aboat  five  miles. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  occupation  is  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  ho  is  a  lawyer,  as 
lar  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  do  you  know  whether  or  not  he  is  a  political  worker? — ^A.  Well,  I  have 
seen  him  out  speaking  at  meetings. 

Q.  In  what  interest.  Conservative  or  Liberal  ? — A.  Well,  on  the  Reform  side, 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  McManus  ? — A.  Farmer. 

Q.  What  is  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Shaw  ? — A.  Parmer. 

Q.  What  is  the  occupation  of  Mr.  Chisholm  ? — A.  He  is  a  farmer. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Lawson  ? — A.  Farmer. 

Q.  And  Mr.  McEvoy  ?— A.  Well,  I  don't  know  what  he  is. 

Q.  Where  does  Mr.  McEvoy  live  ? — A.  I  have  eeen  him  in  Goderich ;  I  don't 
know  whether  he  lives  there  or  not. 

Q.  He  docR  not  live  in  this  polling  division  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  know  wLut  his  oocupation  is  7 — A.  I  don't  know.  I  have  seen 
him  around  the  law  offices  there,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Mr.  Dancy  is  a  kind  of  lawyer  too,  is  he  not? — A.  I  have  heard  him  say  so, 
I  have  never  had  any  dealings  with  him. 

Q.  So  there  were  just  two  of  you  farmers  I'epresenting  Mr.  MoLiean  and  two 
farmers  representing  Mr.  Holmes  and  these  two  gentlemen  from  Groderich,  one  of 
whom  was  a  lawyer  and  one  of  whom  was  a  kind  of  a  lawyer  ? — A.  Well,  you  can 
put  it  as  you  like. 

Q.  I  am  finding  no  fault  with  it  7  Now,  of  these  four  scrutineers  for  Mr. 
Holmes,  two  farmern  and  the  two  gentlemen  from  Goderich,  were  more  than  two  of 
♦hem  present  on  bis  behalf  during  the  day  ? — A.  Well,  not  acting, 

Q.  Not  acting  ? — A.  No,  not  inside  the  building ;  the  two  was  always  acting 
inside  the  building. 

Q.  I  mean  was  there  any  time  at  which  more  than  two  of  these  four  men  aoling 
for  Mr.  Holmes  were  in  the  building  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  won't  say  that,  because  Mr, 
Chisholm  may  have  come  into  the  place.  It  is  not  like  a  town,  there  is  times  when 
three  or  four  voters  may  be  in  the  outside  place. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  whether  there  were  more  than  two  ? — A.  Mr.  Chis- 
holm would  come  in  but  he  was  not  doing  anything. 

Q.  He  was  not  doing  anything  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  LaRivi^e  : 
Q.  But  he  was  in  the  room  ? — A.  Yes,  part  of  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  At  the  time  of  counting  the  ballots  how  many  of  these  four  men  you  have 
named  were  acting  as  scrutineers  ? — A.  How  many  of  those  four  men  7 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Just  Lawson  and  Dancy. 

Q.  Where  were  Chisholm  and  McEvoy  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  where 
McEvoy  was;  Chisholm  was  in  the  room. 

Q.  But  he  was  not  sitting  up  with  the  scrutineers  ? — A.  No,  he  was  sitting 
there  with  a  lot  of  other  men. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Who  were  tho  two  Holmes'  scrutineei*s  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots  7— A, 
Lawson  and  Dancy. 
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By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  When  each  Totor  would  hand  hm  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer 
would  he  or  would  he  not  have  to  pasa  between  you  and  the  deputy  returning  officer 
in  order  to  go  out? — A.  To  go  outBide  after  he  gave  his  ballot  to  the  deputy  return- 
ing officer? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  He  would  pass  betwe^i  us.  Just  go  between  us  like  as  he  passed 
out. 

Q.  And  would  the  deputy  returning  officer  tear  the  counterfoil  off  at  once,  as 
80on  as  the  voter  handed  the  ballot  to  him? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  see  if  the  ballot 
was  not  folded  properly  he  would  just  open  it  out  enough  to  see  bis  mark  on  it  and 
then  tear  it  off. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  on  what  kind  of  paper  the  ballots  were  printed  ?  Was  it  thin 
or  thick  paper? — A.  1  noticed  they  seemed  smaller  than  they  had  been. 

Q.  Would  you  describe  the  paper  as  thick  or  thin  paper  ?r-A.  Well,  it  is  thin- 
ner paper  than  I  hud  generally  seen. 

Q.  But  was  it  thick  or  thin  paper?  thinner  than  you  bad  generally  seen  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  look  at  that  and  see  whether  that  corresponds  with  the  ballots 

you  saw,  it  is  torn  of  course  and  pasted,  but ? — A.  Well,  it  looks  just  like  the 

ballot  only  it  has  been  dirtied  and  pieced  together.  I  would  not  swear  that  it  was 
the  same  ballot,  but  it  looks  like  it. 

Mr.  BoRDiN — Perhaps  you  had  better  mark  it  for  identification. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Would  you  tell  me  Mr.  McManus  what  reason,  if  any,  the  deputy  returning 
officer  gave  for  allowing  Dancy  to  remain  and  act  as  scrutineer  without  the  produc- 
tion of  his  papers  from  tbe  candidate  ? — A.  He  did  not  give  any  reason  at  the  time 
he  said  he  had  papers.    I  asked  him  to  produce  them  and  he  didn't. 

Q.  What  reason  did  they  give  for  not  producing  them  ? — A.  They  said  he  was 
Holmes'  agent. 

Q.  You  wanted  the  papers  produced  ? — A.  I  wanted  them  produced. 

Q.  And  they  were  not  produced  ? — A.  They  were  not  produced. 

Q.  Were  you  pre-ent  when  Dancy  first  came  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  what  time  did  he  make  his  appearance  ?— A.  I  would  not  say  exactly 
when  he  came. 

Q.  Was  it  the  forenoon  or  afternoon  ? — A.  It  was  the  forenoon. 

Q.  And  he  came  to  take  McBvoy*s  place,  I  understand  ? — A   Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  McBvoy  go  when  Dancy  came? — A.  He  stayed  around  for  a 
while,  I  think  he  had  his  dinner  at  Chisholm's  and  I  think  he  went  away  then. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  seeing  him  again  in  the  afternoon  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  scrutineer  l^fore  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  On  how  many  occasions? — A.  Well,  1  wouldn't  say — twice  I  think  before. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey  : 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  the  poll  clerk  sworn  that  day  ? — A.  Who. 

Q.  The  poll  clerk  ?— A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  Holmes*  scrutineers  sworn  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  Dancy  sworn  ? — A.  No.  I  was  there  then.  I  was  about  five  minutes 
late  in  the  morning.    Those  men  were  sworn  in  before  I  came. 

Q.  And  Dancy  came  afterwards  ? — A..  Yes. 

Q.  Was  he  sworn  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  scrutineers  at  any  time  go  into  the  private  apartment 
with  a  voter  ? — A.  With  a  voter  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  Just  on  one  occasion. 

Q.  Which  scrutineer  for  Holmes  was  it? — ^A.  Well  T  would  not  say. 

Q.  Was  it  Dancy  ? — A.  I  think  the  man  they  went  in  with  voted  right  early 
the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 
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Q.  After  yoa  came  ? — A..  No,  before  I  came. 

By  Mr.  Mormon  : 
Q.  You  do  noi  know  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  McAlister : 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  yoor  own  knowledge  that  Holmes'  scrutineer  was  sworn  at 
all  ?— 1.  No  T  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 
Q.  You  were  scrutineer  at  the  previous  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Belcourt : 

Q.  The  first  two  men  acting  as  scrutineers  for  Holmes  were  Ohisholm  and 
Lawson? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  two  first  scrutineers  were  Chisholm  and  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  there  was  a  change  about  ten  o'clock  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  McBvoy  came?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wa8  he  pworn  ? — A.  He  put  his  name  down  but  was  not  sworn. 

Q.  Then  later  on  again  Dancy  came  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  took  McEvoy's  place. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ho  was  not  sworn? — A.  No. 

Q.  At  least  you  did  not  pee  him  sworn  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Would  the  other  scrutineer  for  McLean,  Mr.  Shaw,  remain  all  day  — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  no  chauge  at  ail? — A.  No  change  at  all;  going  to  dinner  of 
coui*8e  but  no  change  like. 

Q.  But  nobody  took  your  place  while  you  were  at  dinner? — A.  I  appointed 
nobody  but  Shaw  remained. 

Q.  So  that  both  changes,  in  both  oases  the  man  was  not  swot*n.  McEvoy  was 
not  sworn  nor  was  Dancy  ? — A.  McEvoy  was  not,  nor  Dancy  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  You  told  us  what  took  place  up  to  the  time  when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  they  were  counted  all  right  ? — A  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  kept  the  tally  ? — A.  No,  Shaw  kept  the  tally  for  my  side. 

Q.  And  you  watched  the  counting? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  of  you  would  keep  tally  on  the  votes  and  the  other  watched  that  the 
man  counted  all  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  the  one  that  watched  and  saw  that  the  right  kind  were 
counted  ?— A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  And  that  they  counted  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  friend  was  there  who  kept  the  tally  so  that  they  would  be  able  to 
know  that  they  were  making  a  correct  count  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  ballots  that  were  counted.  I  suppose  you  do  not  remember  the  number, 
how  they  turned  out? — A.  The  number,  they  were  correct.  You  want  the  definite 
number  ?  I  can  give  you  the  definite  number  if  you  want  it — ninety-eight  to  the 
best  of  mv  knowledge. 

Q.  My  recollection  was  that  it  is  thirty  for  one  and  sixty-eight  for  the  other, 
something  like  that.  Anyway,  you  made  up  the  statement  ? — A.  We  counted  the 
ballots  all  over  and  made  that  out. 

Q.  And  you  all  agreed  they  were  all  right? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  no  disputed  ballots  ? — A.  No  disputed  ballots. 

Q.  And  you  signed  a  document  saying  it  was  a  correct  statement? — A.  I  gneas 
I  did. 
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Q  The  ballots  that  were  ooanted.  I  snppoBe  yon  do  not  remember  the  number, 
bow  ihey  turned  oat? — A.  The  number,  they  were  correct.  You  want  the  definite 
number?  I  can  give  you  the  definite  number  if  you  want  it — ninety-eight  to  the 
best  of  mv  knowledge. 

Q.  My  recollection  was  that  it  is  thirty  for  one  and  sixty-eight  for  the  other, 
•ometbing  like  that.  Anyway,  you  made  up  the  statement  ? — A.  We  counted  the 
ballots  all  over  and  made  that  out. 

Q.  And  you  all  agreed  they  were  all  right? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  no  disputed  ballots? — ^A.  No  disputed  ballots. 

Q.  And  you  signed  a  document  saying  it  was  a  correct  statement? — A.  I  guess 
I  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember? — A.  These  papers  were  there  and  I  think  I  signed 
them.    But  I  don*t  want  to  swear  anything  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  if  there  is  a  document  with  your  name  to  it,  that  is,  of  course,  correct? 
—A.  I  know  my  writing;  I  will  swear  lo  that. 

Q.  Yon  all  agreed  thai  ho  far  as  the  ballots  that  appeared  in  the  box  at  the  end 
of  the  day  were  concerned  that  was  all  right? — A.  That  was  all  right,  there  was  no 
dispute  about  it. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  during  the  day  that  you  did  not  keep  any  particular 
watch  on  Mr.  Gumming,  except  that  bO  long  as  the  ballot  went  into  the  box  you  did 
not  pay  any  attention  to  it? — A.  Not  particularly. 

Q.  But  you  were  satisfied  the  ballots  Mr.  Gumming  received  went  into  the  box? 
^A.  If  I  had  not  been  satisfied  I  would  have  objected. 

Q.  You  would  have  made  some  row? — A.  If  I  saw  anything  wrong. 

Q.  You  went  out  to  dinner  some  time  in  the  middle  oi  the  day? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  remember  whom  you  went  out  with,  or  did  you  go  aloue? 
—A.  I  went  up  to  Mr.  Taylor's. 

Q.  He  was  not  one  of  the  officers  in  the  booth? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  which  of  the  scrutineers  on  Holmes's  side  went  out  to 
dinner  at  the  same  time,  or  do  you  know?  When  you  wont  out  to  dinner  who  did 
you  leave  in  the  polling  booth? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  say,  but  they  all  went  to 
dinner. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  whether  you  left  all  the  othera  in  the  polling  booth  or 
or  if  some  of  them  went  to  dinner? — A.  One  of  us  stayed  till  the  other  came  back. 

Q.  And  the  other  feide  did  the  same  way? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  went  on  either  side  for  dinner  while  the  other  waited? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  happen  to  remember  I  suppose  whether  Gumming  went  out  to 
dinner  or  if  he  had  his  dinner? — A.  He  had  his  dinner. 

Q.  He  sat  there  all  the  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  cannot  swear  he  stayed  there  all  the  time,  but  you  left  him  there  and 
be  was  there  when  you  came  back  and  he  had  his  dinner? — A.  He  brought  his 
dinner  there  with  him. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Gumming  and  I  understood  you  to  say  he  always  seemed  to 
be  upright  and  you  had  no  reason  to  suspect  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  'McAvoy,  I  understood  you  to  say  ho  took  Ghisholm's  place,  but  I  understood 
vou  afterwards  to  say  that  Ghisholm  remained? — A.  No,  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said 
be  came  in  and  out. 

Q.  When  Mr.  MoAvoy  came,  Mr.  Ghinholm  went  out? — A.  McAvoy  came  and 
said  he  was  going  to  take  Ghisholm's  place  and  put  his  name  down. 

Q.  And  did  Ghisholm  go  out? — A.  He  went  out  at  that  time. 

Q.  And  after  McAvoy  did  he  go  out  and  Dancy  take  his  place?— A.  Dancy 
took  his  place. 

Q.  McAvoy  didn't  come  in  again  ? — A.  He  was  there. 

Q.  In  and  out? — A.  He  might  have  been  there  an  hpur  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 
I  do  not  remember  him  coming  back  after  he  went  with  Ghisholm  to  dinner. 

Q.  That  was  the  last  you  saw  of  him?— A.  That  is  the  last  I  will  swear  to. 

Q.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  just  yourself  and  Dancy,  and  Mr.  Ghisholm  was 
in  at  that  time  was  he? — A.  He  was  out  and  in. 
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Q.  Mr.  fiordoD  asked  you  if  these  voters  that  came  in  with  their  ballots  marked 
after  handing  them  to  the  deputy  retorDing  officer  had  to  pass  between  yoa  and  the 
deputy  retaining  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  nobody  between  you  and  the  ballot  box  or  between  you  and  Mr. 
Cumming  at  the  time  when  the  ballot  was  handed  to  him  and  put  in  the  box? — A. 
He  jubt  came  along  as  if  that  was  the  table  and  handed  it  to  Cumming  and  passed 
along. 

Q.  And  you  were  in  a  position  where  you  could  see  everything  that  was  done 
with  the  ballot? — A.  1  would  be  here. 

Q.  And  you  could  see  everything? — A.  Yes,  I  could  see  everything.  ^. 

By  Hon.  Mr,  Si/ton : 

A.  And  could  see  him  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  there  and  I 
was  here. 

Q.  You  came  late  for  the  opening  of  the  poll  and  therefore  did  not  see  whether 
the  officers  were  sworn  or  not? — A.  I  did  not  see  them  sworn  in. 

Q.  You  took  the  oath  yourKclt? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  the  opening  of  the  poll?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  any  one  voted  before  you  came  in  ? — A.  Two  persons  voted. 

Q.  The  book  would  show  that? — A.  I  took  it  from  the  other  one  who  was  there. 

Q.  You  kept  a  tally? — A.  i  marked  each  man  as  be  voted  when  he  came  in. 

Q.  And  you  marked  how  you  would  expect  him  to  vote — A.  That  was  gener- 
ally marked  on  the  book.    It  was  marked  on  the  book  before  I  got  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  raise  any  objection  to  Dancy  being  there  until  the  time  for 
counting  came? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  thought  he  might  know  more  about  marking  ballot  papers,  being 
a  lawyer,  or  a  halt  lawyer,  and  didn't  wish  him  to  be  there  at  that  stage  ? — A.  I  did 
not  wi>h  any  one  to  be  there  that  was  not  sworn  in.  if  he  had  been  sworn  in  and 
showed  his  papers,  I  had  no  objection  to  him. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  voted  yourself  at  that  poll;  did  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  handed  your  ballot  to  Mr.  Cumming? — A.  To  Mr.  Cumming. 

Q.  And  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off  in  the  same  way  and  put  it  in  his  right  hand 
pocket? — A.  In  his  right  hand  pocket. 

Q.  And  put  your  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  as  all  the  rest? — A.  Just  the  same  as  all  the  rest. 

Q.  And  jou  had  no  occasion  until  the  close  of  the  poll  to  make  any  objection 
to  anything,  and  supposed  nothing  wrong? — A.  Nothing,  only  his  putting  them  in 
his  pocket. 

Q.  You  thought  his  duty  was  to  destroy  them  instead  of  putting  them  in  his 
pocket? — A.  I  always  seen  them  left  there  or  else  thrown  on  the  floor;  that  is  the 
way  I  have  seen  them  done  before. 

Q.  Sometimes  that  is  done.  You  found  one  counterfoil  on  the  floor? — A.  I 
found  one  lying  under  his  chair. 

•Q.  It  did  not  get  in  his  pocket? — A.  No  answer. 

Q.  In  the  country  you  say  you  have  been  otlat  elections  frequently  and  have 
been  scrutineer  at  elections  before  this  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  frequently  in  the  country  there  would  be  occa- 
sionally other  persons  in  the  polling  place  besides  the  regular  officers? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  two  or  three  voters  would  drop  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  in  the  country  you  think  there  is  no  harm  in  it  so  long  as  they  do 
not  go  near  the  ballot  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  known  that  done? — A.  Two  or  three  times. 

Q.  It  is  often  done  in  the  country? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  stick  to  the  law  too  closely? — A.  Sometimes  in  winter  they  come 
in  to  warm  themselves  when  they  drive  quite  a  piece. 

Q.  Now,  you  were  under  the  impression  that  Mr.  McAvoy  was  not  sworn  in  ? 
—A.  That  is  my  impression,  just  the  same  as  the  other  man,  I  would  have  objected 
to  him  being  at  the  counting. 
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Q.  Mr.  MoA.voy  oame  in  some  time  after  you  aBsumed  your  duties  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q^  You  would  be  surprit^ed  if  Mr.  McAvoy  was  ^worn  ? — A.  I  would  be  sur- 
prised. 

Q.  It  was  about  an  hour  after  that  Mr.  MoAvoy  arrived  ?— A.  I  would  not  say 
the  time,  possibly  about  an  hour. 

Q.  You  might  forget  the  circumstances  of  his  being  sworn  ?  Would  you  look 
at  that  (handing  witness  the  poll  book).  It  is  the  oaih  taken  by  Mr.  McAvoy. — 
A.  He  signed  his  name  to  a  paper,  I  told  you  that  before. 

Q.  Well,  Mr.  Gumming  signed  his  name  too? — A.  Yes,  after;  that  wasn't 
fearing  the  man. 

Q.  He  did  not  go  through  the  form  ? — A.  To  take  the  book  and  go  through  the 
form  as  I  did,  I  didn't  see  hira. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  a  busy  day,  I  suppose,  getting  in  ninety  votes  ?-*A.  No. 

Q.  There  would  be  long  spells  between  time,  about  dinner  time,  when  there 
would  not  be  any  voiera,  and  lime  would  hang  heavy  on  your  hands  ? — A.  Yes, 
fiometimes. 

Q.  And  you  would  be  reading  the  newspaper  ? — A.  No,  we  had  no  newspaper. 

Q.  And  smoking  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  smoke  any. 

Q.  Well,  there  would  be  a  good  part  of  the  day  and  not  any  business  going  on  ? 
—A.  A  good  part  of  the  day. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  possible  that  Mr.  Gumming  swore  MoAvoy? — A.  Well, 
I  do  not  think  he  did  and  I  sat  there,  not  to  swear  him  in  the  way  I  was  sworn  ;  I 
didn't  see  him  swear  the  others. 

Q.  Gan  you  remember,  Mr.  McManus,  whether  you  signed  a  document  that  the 
pipers  were  thirty  for  one  and  sixty-eight  for  the  other,  or  whatever  it  was  ? — A. 
Well,  if  they  asked  me  to,  I  signed  it. 

Q.  After  you  were  satisfied  ? — A.  We  all  sat  there  till  the  papers  had  been  put 
up  and  the  envelope  closed. 

Q.  You  woula  be  prepared  to  sign  the  document  ? — A.  I  would. 

Q.  And  you  were  satisfied  the  result  was  fairly  taken  and  that  it  was  a  fair 
polling? — A.  Yes,  I  was  satisfied. 

Q.  At  the  end  of  the  day  you  were  satisfied  the  polling  had  been  fairly  done  and 
that  it  was  the  true  result? — ^A.  All  except  this  one  man  who  was  in  without  show- 
ing his  papers. 

Q.  All  except  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  objected  to  his  not  being  sworn,  you  thought  he  should  be  sworn,  but 
JOQ  didn't  object  to  his  being  there  except  at  the  counting  ? — A.  I  did  not  object 
when  he  came  in  to  his  not  being  sworn  ;  I  didn't  do  anything  till  he  went  in  to 
couot  the  votes. 

Q.  Well,  what  part  did  he  take  counting  the  votes  ? — ^A.  No  part  except  count- 
ing the  votes. 

Q.  That  is  counting  them,  not  handling  them  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  handled  them? — A.  Mr.  Gumming. 

^  Mr.  Gumming  himself  and  no  one  else;  what  about  the  poll  clerk? — ^A. 
Well,  the  poll  clerk  put  them  in  two  heaps,  and  put  a  weight  on  them. 

Q.  He  could  not  do  that  till  after  they  were  separated  ? — A.  He  took  them  out 
of  the  box  one  by  one  and  gave  the  names. 

Q.  Who  did  that  ?— A.  Mr.  Gumming. 

Q.  He  took  them  out  one  by  one  and  gave  the  names? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  poll  clerk  put  a  weight  on  them  ? — A.  Yes,  so  they  would  not  get 
away. 

Q.  So  at  the  close  of  the  day  no  one  handled  these  except  Mr.  Gumming  and 
the  poll  clerk  ?— A.  Yes,  I  was  there  and  watched  it. 

Q.  Your  business  was  to  watch  ?— A.  Yes,  I  watched  as  close  as  I  could  watch. 

Q.  And  you  watched  till  the  close  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  sure  every  ballot  was  taken  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sure. 

Q.  You  saw  the  bottom  of  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  were  QOt  there  at  the  beginning  bat  at  the  close  yon  were  sure  nothing 
was  left  in,  and  that  no  one  handled  the  ballots  except  Mr.  Caroming  and  the  poll 
clerk,  and  you  saw  the  ballots  were  read  oit*  and  your  fiiend  kept  tally  and  yoa 
watched,  and  so  yoa  signed  the  docament  ? — A.  1  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  were  prepared  to  sign  the  document  ? — ^A.  Yes,  and  I  am  prepared  to 
swear  to  my  signature. 

Q.  You  believed  at  the  end  of  the  day,  knowing  that,  that  it  had  been  a  fair 
poll? — A.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Q.  And  as  far  as  Mr.  Camming  was  concerned? — A.  Only  just  the  objections 
that  I  tell  you. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  think  that  interfered  with  the  justice  of  the  votiK^r  ? — A. 
Not  at  that  time. 

Q.  Only  it  was  a  thing  that  was  not  common  ? — A.  It  was  a  thing  that  was 
not  common,  and  I  spoke  of  it  at  the  time. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  think  it  interferad  with  the  taking  of  the  poll  as  a  matter  of 
fact?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  don't  think  it  did  ? — A.  No,  I  hadn't  heard  anything  then. 

Q.  What  you  heard  was  afterwards  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  some  one  who  was  not  in  the  poll  ?^A.  No,  I  heard  of  this  putting 
ballots  in  through  the  papers. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  When  you  were  sworn,  what  was  done  ? — A.  Well,  he  read  the  oath  over  to 
me  and  I  took  the  book  and  kissed  it. 

Q.  He  read  the  oath  to  you  off  the  book,  or  had  ho  a  paper  ? — A.  I  would  not 
say  whether  he  did. 

Q.  You  came  five  minutes  late  ? — A.  Yes,  1  came  five  minutes  late. 

Q.  And  you  were  asked  to  take  the  oath ;  what  was  done  ? — ^A.  He  read  the 
oath  over  to  me. 

Q.  Prom  a  book  ? — A.  From  a  paper. 

Q.  And  having  read  it  over,  what  did  you  do  ? — A.  Well,  I  had  to  stand  there, 
you  know,  and  put  my  hand  on  my  heart.  I  won't  say  whether  we  kissed  the  book 
or  not;  I  did  say  that  here  before,  but  I  won't  say  it  for  sure. 

Q.  Well,  you  signed  all  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  signed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  apparently  in  the  same  way  as  MoAvoy  ? — A.  Well,  he  didn't  read  it 
over  to  him. 

Q.  But  you  signed  in  the  same  kind  of  book  as  he  did ;  that  is  your  signature  ? 
{handing  the  witness  the  poll  book) — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  McAvoy's? — A.  That  is  his  name. 

Q.  You  are  sure  that  every  voter  put  something  into  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  I  am 
sure,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  Mr.  Cumming  put  something  in  every 
time. 

Q.  That  the  returning  officer  put  in  what  he  received  from  the  voter? — A.  No, 
I  won't  say  that;  he  put  it  in,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  what  he  received. 

Q.  And  you  have  already  said  he  put  the  counterfoils  in  his  pocket.  Did  he 
crush  them  ? — A.  He  took  them  this  way,  and  with  the  right  hand  and  put  them 
into  his  pocket.    I  would  not  say  whether  he  crushed  them. 

Q.  At  night  wore  there  any  counterfoils  found  in  the  box?— A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  paper  except  ballots  found  in  the  box  ? — ^A,  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Bell: 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  how  long  it  was  after  the  ballot  was  put  into  the  box  that 
he  put  the  counterfoil  into  his  pocket? — A.  He  did  that  first. 

Q.  He  did  what  first? — A.  He  put  the  counterfoil  into  his  pocket  first. 
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Q.  Did  yoQ  see  aDythiDg  wrong  in  that  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  fiverything  was  done  regalarly  ?— -A.  Done  regularly. 
Q.  Was  there  anything  pat  into  the  ballot  box  that  should  not  have  been  pat 
in  ? — ^A.  Not  to  my  knowte«ige. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Yon  say  that  he  pat  the  oonnterfoils  into  his  pocket  before  patting  the  ballot 
into  the  box  ?  Oammings,  the  depaty  returning  officer,  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and 
put  the  ballot  Into  the  box  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  tore  it  off  with 
the  right  hand  and  done  it  that  way,  and  did  everything  he  was  going  to  do  with 
the  ballot  and  then  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  At  this  time  you  had  never  heard  anything  of  manipulating  ballots  ?— A. 
Never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  And  were  not  saspicious  ? — ^A.  Not  saspicious  nt  all. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  watch  with  j'espect  to  manipulating  ballots  ? — A.  I  never 
watched  for  that. 

Q.  When  you  say  you  were  satisfied  at  the  close  of  the  poll,  it  was  in  view  of 
the  fact  that  you  had  never  heard  of  this  sort  of  thing  being  done  before,  you  had  no 
sort  of  suspicion  ? — A.  About  what  ? 

Q.  AlK>ut  manipulating  the  ballots  ? — A.  No,  I  had  never  heard  of  it  before. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  or  could  you  tell  when  the  deputy  returning  officer  unfolded 
the  ballot  for  the  purpose  of  tearing  off  the  counterfoil,  did  he  unfold  the  ballot — 
when  this  deputy  returning  officer  received  the  ballot  for  the  purpose  of  tearing  off 
the  counterfoil  aid  he  unfold  it  in  any  way  ? — A.  He  unfolded  it  like  to  the  double. 

Q.  So  that  it  was  just  folded  once  ? — A.  Yes.  And  then  he  laid  it  down  so  on 
the  table.     Just  on  the  edge  of  the  table,  so,  and  tore  off  the  counterfoil. 

ByMr.Bumll: 
Q.  And  then  did  what  ? — A.  Put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  He  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  the  way  he  did  it. 

Q.  And  then  he  put  something  into  the  ballot  box,  either  that  ballot  or  some- 
thing else?-* A.  Yes,  he  put  the  ballot  into  the  box. 

Q.  When  he  unfolded  the  ballots  so  that  it  was  what  yon  described  as  just 
doabled,  could  you  or  could  yon  not  see  the  mark  on  the  ballot? — A.  I  would  not 
swear  whether  he  could  or  not. 

Q.  Could  you  yourself  see  through  the  paper? — A.  You  might  see  a  mark 
through  the  paper,  but  I  would  not  say  whether  you  could  or  not.  I  won't  swear  to 
it. 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  see  any  mark  upon  any  of  these  ballots  when  unfolded  in 
that  way  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  when  you  came  to  count  the  ballots  in  the  evening  that  any 
of  them  were  marked  in  a  peculiar  way  or  a  number  of  them  marked  in  a  similar 
way  ? — ^A.  Well,  not  in  particular. 

Q.  Nothing  in  particnlar.  What  size  was  the  table  ou  which  the  ballot  box 
was  ? — A.  When  he  was  checking  them  off. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Oh,  it  would  be  about  three  feet  square,  I  guess. 

Q.  Three  feet  square.  He  sat  behind  the  table  and  the  ballot  box  was  in  front 
of  him  ? — A.  No,  he  stood  up. 

Q.  Whenever  he  received  a  ballot  ? — A.  He  stood  right  up  and  took  them  out 
<^the  box. 

Q.  Bat  I  mean  when  the  voters  were  polling  their  votes  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  he  was 
sitting  then.    I  thought  you  meant  when  taking  them  out  of  the  box. 

Q.  He  sat  behind  the  table  ? — A.  Yes.  He  sat  here,  and  the  ballot  box  was 
here. 
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().  When  the  ballots  were  ooanted  at  the  olo^e  of  the  daj,  they  were  taken  out 
and  pnt  into  two  piles  as  you  told  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Aassell  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  they  were  taken  out  of  the  ballot  box,  were  they  counted  as  they  were 
put  into  the  two  piles  ? — A.  They  were  counted  ;  the  name  was  read  out  of  the  can- 
didate for  whom  it  was  marked  as  each  one  was  taken  out. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sit  when  the  deputy  returning  officer  took  the  ballot  out  of 
the  box  or  where  did  you  stand,  if  you  were  standing  ? — A.  I  sat  here  like,  Dancy 
there,  and  he  was  taking  them  out  there. 

Q.  Dancy  was  on  on  one  side  and  you  were  on  the  other  ? — A.  No,  Dancy  was 
between  uh. 

Q.  He  stood  up  and  took  the  ballots  out  of  the  box,  Dancy  stood  next  to  him 
and  you  stood  next  to  Dancv  ? — A.  No,  we  were  sittini;,  and  he  was  standing. 

Q.,  Did  you  look  at  eacli  ballot  as  it  came  out  ? — A.  Looked  at  each  ballot  ? 

Q.  All  of  you? — A.  No,  it  was  Daucy  and  me  that  looked  at  them  the  most, 
and  if  we  could  not  see  the  initials,  the  poll  clerk  was  told  to  turn  it  up. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  face  of  each  ballot  ^hen  it  was  taken  out  and  counted,  and 
as  it  was  called  out  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  the  face  ? — A.  Yes,  I  saw  the  face. 

By  Sir  Louis  Daoies : 

Q.  There  is  just  one  point  that  Mr.  Borden  stopped  you  at,  and  that  is  about  the 
deputy  returning  officer  taking  the  ballots.  I  want  you  to  describe  exactly  what 
the  deputy  returning  officer  and  the  voter  did  ? — A.  The  voter  handed  him  the 
ballot. 

Q.  You  were  watching  all  the  time? — A.  I  was  watching. 

Q.  Go  on  ? — A.  He  handed  the  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  who  took 
it  that  way,  tore  the  counterfoil  off  and  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Mr.  finssELL. — You  said  the  ballot  was  folded  this  way. 

Sir  Louis  Da  viBS. — I  would  like  the  witness  to  tell  his  story;  he  has,  every 
time,  been  interrupted  at  this  point.  Now,  witness,  I  want  to  see  if  you  will 
describe  the  whole  Proceeding  yourself? — A.  Do  you  want  me  to  go  ahead  ? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  Well,  the  voter  came  down,  handed  him  the  ballot,  he  took  the 
ballot  and  put  it  down  that  way,  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  put  the  counterfoil  in  his 
pocket  with  the  right  hand,  and  then,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  put  the  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  With  what  hand? — A.  He  rolled  it  up  then,  like — you  know  how  the 
ballot  is  folded,  unless  it  was  folded  properly  at  first — he  took  two  hands  to  roll  it. 
You  know  about  how  it  has  to  be  done  to  go  into  the  box,  and  as  far  as  I  could  see, 
he  put  it  into  the  box. 

By  Mr,  Si f ton : 

Q.  You  were  in  plain  sight  all  the  time  ? — A.  I  was  sitting  just  there,  and  he 
there. 

Q.  Anybody  between  you  ? — A.  Nobody  between  us. 

By  Mr.  Flint: 

Q.  Who  was  the  poll  clerk  at  this  polling  booth  ?•— A.  Michael  Tobin. 

Q.  On  which  side  of  the  presiding  officer  did  he  sit? — A.  He  sat  to  the  left  hand 
side. 

Q.  Near  him  ? — A.  The  next  man  to  him. 

Q.  With  the  poll  book  lying  on  the  table  ? — A.  The  box  and  the  poll  book  on 
the  same  table. 

Q.  Before  the  clerk?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  the  voter  came  up  previous  to  bis  being  handed  the  ballot,  waa 
his  name  called  by  the  poll  clerk  ?  How  was  it  ascertained  that  the  voter  had  a 
right  to  vote? — A.  He  read  his  name  as  far  as  I  know.  Then  the  deputy  returning: 
officer  got  the  ballot  ready  for  him,  he  took  his  ballot  went  away  and  marked  it, 
gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  the  deputy  returning  officer  put  it  in  the  box. 
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Q.  At  what  fitige  did  the  poll  clerk  write  down  the  Dame  of  the  voter? — A.  He 
had  that  wrote.    He  joat  checks  them  off. 

Q.  There  is  a  printed  liat  of  voters,  is  there  not  ? 

Some  hon.  Mbubbbs. — Loader.    We  cannot  hear  what  is  being  said. 

By  Mr.  Flint : 

Q.  I  was  just  asking  the  witness  about  the  votintf.  We  have  reached  this  stage 
that  the  poll  book  was  before  the  clerk,  was  it  to  the  right  or  left  of  the  deputy 
returning  officer  that  the  clerk  sat?— A.  To  the  left. 

Q.  With  the  poll  book  before  him  ? — A.  With  the  poll  book  before  him. 

Q.  When  a  voter  came  in  who  called  his  name  ? — A.  The  poll  clerk. 

Q.  He  called  the  name  from  a  printed  list? — A.  I  won't  say  that. 

Q.  Prom  a  lint  ? — A.  He  was  looking  into  this  book  and  whether  he  wrote  his 
name  I  don't  know.    I  know  the  names  was  wrote  down. 

Q.  Before  he  voted  or  after  you  cannot  remember  that? — A.  No,  he  just  called 
the  name  out  and  the  returning  officer  would  give  him  his  ballot. 

Q.  And  the  poll  clerk  was  in  as  good  a  position  to  see  all  that  was  done  as  you 
were  ? — A.  He  was. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies: 

Q.  Bid  I  understand  you  rieht  to  say  that  when  the  ballot  box  was  opened  at 
the  close  of  the  poll,  no  one  touched  the  ballots  before  the  deputy  returning  officer 
did  ? — A.  He  was  the  first  man  to  touch  them. 

Q.  And  as  he  took  them  out  of  the  ballot  box,  he  counted  for  whom  the  vote 
had  been  polled  before  anyone  had  touched  the  ballot,  and  nobody  neither  the  scru- 
tineer nor  the  poll  clerk,  nor  anybody  touched  it  until  the  deputy  returning  officer 
had  read  off  whom  it  was  for? — A.  Not  that  I  can  say. 

Q.  And  then  he  put  it  down  and  put  the  weight  on  it  ? — A.  No,  he  handed  it 
to  the  poll  clerk  and. the  poll  clerk  put  the  weight  on. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Tou  spoke  about  the  ballots  being  sometimes  folded,  when  the  ballot  was 
handed  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  we  will  suppose  that  way  (illustrating  with 
a  piece  of  paper),  in  one  fold  to  the  centre  of  the  ballot.  The  right  way  would  be 
for  it  to  bo  handed  that  way  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  and  then  he  would  tear 
this  off  and  put  it  in  the  box.  Was  that  the  way? — A.  Sometimes  it  would  be 
rolled. 

Q.  When  you  spoke  of  the  presiding  officer  unfolding  you  mean  not  unfolding 
moi*e  than  he  had  to,  he  would  unfold  it  out  this  way  ? — A.  Tee,  to  two  folds. 

Q.  He  did  not  unfold  further  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  I  only  wanted  to  understand  what  you  mean  ? — A.  I  told  you  he  just 
unfolded  it  to  the  double. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  say  the  deputy  returning  officer  tore  off  the  counterfoil  with  his  right 
hand  holding  the  ballot  with  his  right  hand  either  that  or  on  the  edge  of  the  table. 
That  he  then  put  his  right  hand  in  his  pocket  with  the  counter/otl  in  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  then  withdrew  his  hand  and  put  the  ballot  in  his  right  hand  and  put  it 
in  the  box  ? — ^A.  He  fixed  it  in  the  way  it  should  be  with  his  two  hands  and  rolled 
it  tighter  to  put  it  in  the  box.    He  couldn'c  put  it  in  the  box  folded  twice. 

Q.  You  don't  mean  anything  significant  by  saying  he  fixed  it  the  way  it  ought 
to  be  fixed  ?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  He  held  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand,  tore  off  the  counterfoil  with  bis  right, 
band  in  his  pocket,  took  the  ballot  from  bis  left  hand  and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  ? — 
A.  That  is  tne  procedure. 
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Q.  My  learned  friend,  Mr.  RaBsell,  ftays  there  was  something  else  that  he  had  to 
double  it  up.  Ho  had  to  uae  both  hands,  did  he  7 — ^A.  He  took  both  hands  to  put 
the  ballot  io  shape  to  put  in  the  box. 

Q.  He  put  his  two  handn  together  for  the  purpo<«e  of  rolling  it  up  ro  an  to  pat 
it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes.  He  could  not  roll  it  up  that  way  without  putting  his  two 
hands  together. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  whether  he  drew  anything  from  his  pocket  when  he  drew  his 
hand  out? — A.  I  could  not  say.  I  never  watched  for  anything  coming  out.  I 
watched  to  see  the  ballot  go  into  the  box. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  anything  else  go  in  ? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey  : 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  the  result  of  the  poll  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  The  return  was  sixty-eight  for  Holmes  and  thirty  for  McLean.  That  is 
what  it  was,  had  jou  your  list  marked  beforehand  as  to  how  the  vote  was  likely  to 
go?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  mark  for  McLeau  ?  This  is  practical  politics. — A.  The 
way  we  figured  that  our  book 

Question  objected  to  by  Sir  Loui*»  Davies. 

The  Chairman. — I  do  not  think  tho  question  is  in  order. 

Mr.  MgInkunsy. — I  asked  you  how  many  you  had  marked  for  McLean. 

Sir  Louis  Daviss. — I  object  to  that. 

The  WiTNiss. — There  is  always  some 

Some  hon.  Mbmbkrs. — Order. 

Sir  Louis  Davies  pressed  his  objection,  saying  that  if  there  was  a  book  it  should 
be  produced. 

The  Chairman. — I  think  the  evidence  is  irregular,  for  another  reason.  It  is 
going  out  of  the  question  before  the  committee. 

Mr.  MoInsrnbt. — I  think  it  i«  part  of  the  res  gestce  here,  because  we  are  going 
to  prove,  or  attempt  to  prove,  that  a  certain  number  of  votes  should  have  been  cast 
at  that  poll  for  Mr.  McLean,  and  E  think  it  is  evidence  that  goes  to  the  whole  mat* 
ter  to  bhow  that  men  who  were  well  informed,  and  ought  to  be  well  informed,  and 
who  were  chosen  as  his  agents,  claim  tfiat  a  certain  number  would  vote  for  Mr. 
McLean,  if  that  is  backed  up  by  the  fact;  and  I  only  offer  it  with  that  intention, 
that  a  larger  number  of  men  will  come  here  and  swear  they  voted  for  McLeau  than 
the  ballot  box  showed  as  voting  for  him.  I  think  the  knowledge  of  these  men 
beforehand  is  part  of  the  res  gestm  iind  real  evidence. 

The  Chairman. — 3dy  ruliug  may  bo  erroneous,  but  I  hold  that  this  is  going  out- 
side the  question  referred  to  the  committee.  The  question  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee is  to  investigate  into  the  conduct  ot  the  respective  reiuruing  ofEiuers,  and 
the  Hcvcral  deputy  returning  officers,  at  and  in  connection  with  each  of  the  said 
elections  re-^pectivoly.  Now,  the  expectations  that  might  have  beon  held  by  one  of 
the  parties  or  the  other,  their  surprise,  or  even  their  astonishment,  should  not,  to 
my  mind,  materially  come  within  the  questions  submitted  to  the  committee,  and  I 
hold  that  the  question  is  irrelevant.  I  think  the  investigation  will  be  long  enough, 
even  confining  it. 

By  Mr.  Mclnerney : 

Q.  But  you  were  surprised  ai  the  result  that  evening? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
0.  To  what  extent  were  you  surprised  ? — ^A.  How  do  you  mean  ? 
Q.  How  many  votes  ? — A.  Well,  about  30  votes. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  Mr.  McLean  get  there  at  the  previous  election  ? 
The  Chairman. — I  do  not  think  that  is  in  order  at  all. 
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By  Mr.  Busull  : 

Q.  I  think  we  have  all  forgotten  to  ask  you,  Mr.  MoManus,  about  the  boz^ 
whether  the  box  was  locked  and  kept  locked  during  the  day  7 — A..  To  the  best  of 
my  knowledge  it  was. 

Q.  It  had  to  be  unlocked  at  the  close  7 — A.  Well,  I  won't  say  I  seen  it  locked, 
bat  that  was  the  way  it  was  supposed  to  be ;  we  were  getting  our  papers  ready. 

By  Mr.  Bennett : 

Q.  When  these  counterfoiln  wore  being  removed  what  was  the  action  of  the 
deputy  returning  officer;  was  it  to  hold  it  on  the  table  or  hold  it  in  his  hand  and 
tear  off  the  countoifoil  ? — A.  Well,  1  never  saw  it  done  that  way  before. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  do? — A.  Most  of  them  he  took  off  on  the  edge  of  the  table. 

Q.  Well,  if  taken  off  on  the  edge  of  the  table  it  must  on!/  appear  in  one  com- 
plete fold  when  torn  off  ? — ^A.  I  won't  say. 

Q.  Jur«t  folded  onco  on  the  counterfoil  on  the  edge  7 — A.  Well,  some  of  them 
were  that  way  and  some  of  them  wasn't. 

Q.  I  may  tell  you,  on  this  ballot  in  my  band,  the  deputy  returning  officer  could 
not  have  seen  his  initials  unless  it  was  half  open  ;  if  the  deputy  wished  to  see  his 
initials  he  would  have  to  disclose  half  the  ballot,  and  that  would  snow  who  it  was  for. 

The  witness  was  discharged. 


Donald  Cumming  sworn : 

By  Mr.  Borden,  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  where  7 — A.  Dnnlop,  Colborne  township.  County  of  Huron,  is 
my  address. 

Q;  You  are  a  Liberal  in  politics,  I  believe  7 — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  were  working  for  Mr.  Holmes  during  the  last  election  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  any  committee? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  committee  were  you  a  member  of  7 — A.  Of  the  Reform  committee, 
that  is  for  the  division.    I  was  chairman. 

Q.  You  were  chairman  of  the  division  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  for  what  district?— A.  No.  4. 

Q.  How  large  a  district  is  that? — A.  Not  very  large. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  election,  Mr.  Gumming  7 — A.  I  didn't  take 
but  very  little  part  in  the  election. 

Q.  You  were  chairman  of  the  committee  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  attended  the  meetings  of  the  committee? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  some  canvassing? — A.  None  bat  calling  the  meetings. 

Q,  Was  there  any  central  committee ;  did  you  attend  any  meetings  of  the  central 
committee? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  become  aware  you  were  to  be  appointed  deputy  return- 
ing officer  7 — A.  It  might  have  been  two  or  three  days  before  the  elections,  I  could 
not  loll  yuu. 

Q.  Who  informed  you  ? — A.  The  returning  officer  sent  me  a  note. 

Q.  That  is  Mr.  San<is  7— -A.  Ye:»,  Mr.  Sands. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  after  you  were  informed  that  you  were  to  be  appointed 
returning  officer  ? — A.  I  didn't  do  anything  particular,  nothing  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Had  you  any  idea  before  you  were  informed  that  you  would  be  appointed 
deputy  returning  officer? — A.  I  hadn't. 

Q.  Had  it  been  suggested  to  you  by  any  other  person  that  you  would  be  appointed 
deputy  returning  officer  before  this  ? — A.  I  think  not,  no. 
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Q.  Why  do  yoa  say  yoa  think  not  ?— A.  I  don't  think  it  was  suggested  to  me  by 
any  person  th&t  I  was  to  be  returning  officer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was ;  you  say  you  think,  do  you  know  ? — A.  It  was 
not  suggested  to  me. 

Q.  Why  did  you  qualify  it  a  moment  ago  ? — ^A.  I  think  there  was  no  one 
suggebted  it  to  me. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  about  it? — ^A.  I  am  positive  about  it. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  it  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  after  you  were  appointed  deputy  returning  officer  did  ydu  see  any 
Liberal  workers  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  In  connection  with  yoar  duties  as  deputy  i*eturning  officer  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  person  at  all? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  interview  with  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  you  any  interview  with  any  person  from  outside? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  person  who  oame  in  from  the  outside? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  received  no  instructions  as  to  how  you  were  to  perform  your  duties  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  As  to  the  way  vou  should  perform  your  duties? — A.  None. 

Q.  You  did  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  1  suppose  ? — A.  From  the  return- 
ing  officer. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  those? — A.  I  simply  got  them  in  the  box. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  box  ? — A.  It  was  delivered  to  me. 

Q.  At  your  house? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wero  you  in  Goderich  ai  all  during  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  in  (Joderich  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  During  the  election? — A.  Before  the  election. 

Q.  I  mean  during  the  election  campaign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  in  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  I  was  in  Goderich. 

Q.  Were  you  in  there  in  connection  with  political  matters  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  oonverRntion  with  nnyboiy  on  political  matters  while 
there  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  With  no  person  at  all  ? — A.  No,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Never  said  a  word  to  anybody  in  Goderich  about  political  matters  while 
you  were  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  a  common  occuiTcnoe. 

Q.  Have  you  any  particular  recollection  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Any  particular  recollection  of  seeing  any  of  the  chief  workers  in  the  Liberal 
party? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Attend  any  meetings? — A.  Yes,  in  the  evening  I  was. 

Q.  What  was  going  on  there  then  ? — A.  There  was  going  to  be  speeches,  two  or 
three  on  the  government  side  and  two  or  three  on  the  otner  side.  I  went  in  to  hear 
the  speeches. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  Liberal  workers  on  that  occasion  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  must  have  seen  norae  of  them?— A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  hi^ve  any  conversation  with  any  of  them  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  In  conducting  this  polling  at  subdivision  No.  4  of  Colborne,  you  arrived  at 
the  poll  at  what  time ;  I  suppose,  before  nine  o'clock  ? — A.  Before  nine  o'clock. 

Q.  Before  nine  o'clock? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  received  papers  from  McManus  and  Shaw  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Appointing  them  representatives  of  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  received  papers  from  whom  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  From  John 
Lawson,  James  Chisholm  and  John  McAvoy. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  papers  from  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not.    Did  you  swear  Duncy  in  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  from  the  returning  officer  any  printed  or  written  instruc- 
tions as  to  your  duty? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  representatives  did  you  understand  each  candidate  was  allowed  ? 
—A.  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  ? — A.  I  did  not  know. 
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Q.  Did  you  read  your  ioBtructions  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  read  them? — A.  Not  all  of  them. 

Q.  What  part  of  them  did  you  read  ? — ^A.  A  part  of  my  duties,  I  can't  tell  you 
what  part  I  read. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  not  understand  that  only  two  representatives  were  to  be 
allowed  to  each  candidate  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  YoQ  did  not  understand  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  deputy  returning  officer  before? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  often  ?— A.  Once. 

Q,  When  was  that? — A,  I  do  not  remember  what  election  it  was.  It  must  have 
been  ten  years  ago, 

Q.  Did  you  not  act  in  the  local  election  just  before  this  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  You  did  not  act  in  the  local  election  just  before  this  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  in  that  district  ? — A.  James  L.  Stewart, 

Q.  Mr.  Stewart  acted  on  the  previous  occasion  ?— A,  Yes. 

Q.  Was  ne  at  home  on  ihU  occasion  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Did  he  vote  on  2 1st  February  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  Dancy  was  acting  as  scrutineer  that  day  for  Mr, 
Holmes? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not?— A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  who  did  you  understand  was  acting? — A.  McBvoy,  half  a  day  in  the 
forenoon,  for  part  of  the  day  the  two  other  men,  they  had  certificates  from  Holmes. 
I  swore  three  of  them  in  in  the  morning, 

Q.  You  swore  three  in  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  McManus  told  us  that  McEvoy  took  the  place  of  Chisholm,  who  had  to  go 
away? — A.  Chisholm  was  working  outside. 

Q.  And  inside  also? — A.  Part  of  it,  but  not  often  inside. 

Q,  McEvoy  was  to  take  his  place  outside? — ^A.  I  made  no  arrangement  of  that 
kind. 

Q.  But  you  swore  three  of  them  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  three  of  them  had  papers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  acted  as  scrutineer  for  Holmes  when  the  ballots  were  counted? — 
A«  John  Lawson  and  McManus.    No,  not  McManus  but  Chisholm. 

Q.  McManus  tells  us  that  Chisholm  sat  back  and  Dancy  acted  as  scrutineer  ? — 
A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  You  contradict  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  Dancy  sit  up  with  the  scrutineers  when  the  ballots  were  being  counted  ? — 
A.  He  checked  the  poll  on  his  own  account  but  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  ballots. 

Q.  So  there  were  the  scrutineers  Chisholm  and  Lawson  acting  as  scrutineers  at 
the  time  the  ballots  were  counted  for  Holmes? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Dancy  was  also  acting  on  his  own  behalf? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  ho  sit  at  the  table  with  the  other  scrutineers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  understand  he  was  acting  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  did  not 
understand  who  he  was  acting  for. 

Q.  Had  no  idea  on  a  subject  of  that  kind  I  see? — A,  Well  I  thought  he  was 
acting  for  Holmes  but  he  had  no  papers. 

Q.  Did  McManus  make  any  objection  to  his  sitting  there  and  acting  as  scru- 
tineer?— A.  No,  not  that  I  knew. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  think  about  that,  is  that  so?  Did  he  make  objection? — 
A  Sometime  previous  to  that,  in  a  while  when  we  had  nothing  to  do,  he  asked 
Bancy  if  he  was  scrutineer  and  Dancy  said  he  had  his  papers  and  there  was  no  more 
objection  put  in. 

Q.  How  long  was  this  before  the  ballots  were  counted? — ^A.  It  might  have  been 
two  or  three  hours. 

Q.  Was  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  has  told  us  that  the  time  you  were  about  to  count  the  ballots  he  objected 
to  Dancy  being  present  on  the  ground  that  he  had  no  papers  and  had  not  been 
sworn.    Do  you  contradict  that? — A.  About  the  time  the  oallots  were  counted  ? 
2-2 
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Q.  When  you  were  about  to  count  the  ballots  ? — ^A.  No,  it  was  before  that. 

Q.  And  you  say  it  was  two  or  three  hours  ? — ^A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  And  you  say  bu  made  no  objeciion  when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  None. 

Q,  Dancy  was  there,  Lawson  was  there  and  Chibholm  was  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  believe  at  the  time  Dancy  was  acting  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  had  three  men  there  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots  acting  for  Holmes, 
whom  you  understood  to  be  acting  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  one  of  these  had  not  been  sworn? — A.  One  bad  not  been  sworn. 

Q.  And  did  he  produce  any  papers  to  you  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  None  to  you  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  Mr.  McManushas  told  us  that  instead  of  destroying  the  counterfoils  you  pat 
them  into  your  pocket  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  true  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  true  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  eventually  became  of  these  counterfoils? — A.  I  do  not  know.    I  des- 
troyed them  I  buppose. 

Q.  When  did  you  destroyed  them  ? — ^A.  After  I  came  home. 

Q,  After  you  came  home  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  destroy  them  at  the  time  ? — A.  The  reason  was  there  was 
no  manner  of  use, 

Q.  You  didn't  destroy  them  because  you  didn't  want  the  litter  upon  the  floor  ? 
— A.  That  is  one  reason. 

Q.  And  the  re^t  of  the  reasons  ? — ^A.  There  is  no  other  reasons. 

Q.  This  one  of  them  is  the  only  one  you've  got.  What  kind  of  building  was 
this  poll  held  in  ?— A.  Temperance  Hall. 

Q.  Temperance  Hall  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Was  this  floor  in  very  good  condition  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Quite  clean  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  it  used  for,  what  is  this  building  used  for  ? — A.  It  is  not  used  for 
anything  in  parti»ular  now,  excepting  for  public  meetings  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Had  the  floor  been  recently  washed? — A.  It  was  clean. 

Q.  Very  clean?  — A.  No  answer. 

Q.  Was  there  any  one  smoking  there  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Anyone  spitting  over  the  floor  ? — A.  I  expect  so. 

Q.  Were  you  smoking  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  expectorate  ? — A.  On  the  floor,  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  thought  the  floor  would  be  more  soiled  by  the  counterfoils  than  by  the 
expectoration,  is  that  the  idea  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  idea,  why  were  you  more  particular  about  the  counterfoils 
than  about  spitting  on  the  floor? — A.  I  will  tell  you  the  reason  why.  I  have  seen 
these  counterfoils  spread  on  the  floor  before  when  I  was  acting  as  scrutineer,  and  I 
thought  it  littered  the  whole  floor  up  and  I  took  another  plan. 

Q.  That  was  on  a  previous  occasion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  had  been  the  result  of  that? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Anything  serious  in  consequence  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it. 

Q.  No  serious  consequence  had  resulted  ?  You  did  not  understand  that  it  was 
your  duty  to  destroy  these  counterfoils  ? — A.  I  certainly  destroyed  them  when  I 
tore  them  off, 

Q.  I  beg  pardon  ? — A.  I  destroyed  them  when  I  tore  them  off  the  ballots. 

y.  You  did  not  destroy  them  when  you  put  them  in  your  pocket  ? — ^A.  I  did 
not  put  them  in  the  fire. 

Q.  Now,  you  tore  off  the  counterfoil  with  which  hand? — A.  With  the  right 
hand. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  put  it  into  my  pocket, 

Q.  And  then  what  did  you  do  ? — A.  I  folded  up  the  ballot  at  least  I  took  it  and 
opened  it  till  I  could  see  my  initials.  Sometimes  the  ballot  came  back  to  me  in  such 
shape  that  1  couldn't  see  them.  That  was  the  first  act  after  taking  it  from  the  voter. 
I  took  it  and  opened  it  up  if  it  was  not  proper  and  if  it  was  proper  I  took  and  folded 
it  and  put  it  in  the  box. 
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Q.  Now  in  which  hand  did  yon  hold  the  ballot  while  yoa  were  putting  the 
counterfoil  in  your  pooket  ? — A.  I  pat  the  ballot  on  the  table  and  held  it  down  with 
my  left  hand  and  pulled  the  counterfoil  off  with  my  right  and  then  I  folded  the  bal- 
lot with  both  hands  and  put  it  into  the  box. 

Q.  Tou  told  us  that  you  tore  the  counterfoil  off  and  put  it  in  your  pocket  ? — 
A.  Tes. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  the  counterfoil  in  your  hand  while  you  were  folding  the  bal- 
lot?-A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  put  the  counterfoil  in  your  pocket  first? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  was  the  ballot  while  you  were  putting  the  counterfoil  in  your  pocket 
wilh  your  right  hand  ? — A.  In  ray  left  hand. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  heard  of  these  declarations  that  have  been  made  by  43  voters 
have  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  heard  that  43  men  have  declared,  solemnly  declared,  that  they 
marked  their  ballots  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  aware  that  only  thirty  ballots  marked  for  McLean  was  found  in  tJie 
box?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  you  account  for  that  ?— A.  I  cannot  account  for  that. 

Q.  You  cannot  ? — ^A.  No, 

Q.  You  have  no  explanation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  mark  the  ballots,  did  you  mark  your  ballots  with  lead  pencil 
or  ink  ?— A.  With  ink. 

Q.  Id  every  case? — A«  No,  not  in  all  cases. 

Q.  Some  with  lead  pencil  and  some  with  ink? — A.  In  the  first  I  think  I  marked 
with  ink  and  found  the  paper  was  very  thin.  The  pen  would  catch  in  it  and  I  took 
the  pencil. 

Q.  Bid  you  observe  in  the  course  of  the  day  that  if  you  opened  the  ballot  that 
mudi  you  could  easily  distinguish  how  it  was  marked  from  the  back  of  it.  Did  you 
obeerve  that  during  the  day  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  How  early  in  the  day  did  you  observe  that? — A.  I  did  not  observe  it  until 
sometimes  I  had  to  fold  out  the  ballot  before  I  could  get  at  my  initials  to  see  the 
counterfoil.    I  cannot  tell  you  what  time  of  the  day  it  was. 

Q.  In  the  forenoon  or  the  afternoon  ? — A.  It  may  have  been  in  the  forenoon  for 
all  I  recollect. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  did  you  begin  marking  with  ink  ? — ^A.  I  commenced 
with  ink  the  first  thing  in  the  morning. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  begin  with  pencil? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  the  hour 
because  I  found  that  the  pen  wat*  catching  in  the  paper  and  I  could  scarcely  write. 

Q.  About  what  time  was  it  ? — A.  It  might  be  ten  or  twelve  o'clock,  I  forget 
DOW,  but  I  know  I  used  the  pencil  all  right  enough. 

Q.  Were  most  ballots  cast  in  the  morning  or  in  the  afternoon  ? — A«  I  cannot 
tell  you  exactly  about  that  neither. 

Q.  Cannot  give  us  any  idea  ? — A.  I  think  about  an  even  number  were  oast  in 
the  forenoon  as  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Was  tbis  ballot  box  locked  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Locked  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  unlocked  it  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  At  the  time  of  counting 
the  ballots. 

Q.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  I  mean  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  not  away  from  beside  you  the  whole  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  away  at  dinner  ? — A.  I  brought  lunch  with  me. 

Q.  The  result  of  the  pofl  was  that  thirty  ballots  were  found  for  McLean  and 
aixty-eight  I  think  for  Holmes  ? — A.  That  is  the  result  of  the  poll. 

Q.  So  that  ninty-eight  men  voted  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  were  no  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  No  spoiled  ballots  at  all  ? — A,  None. 

Q.  How  many  did  you  receive  from  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  think  125.  I 
am  speaking  from  memory  though. 
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Q.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  you  received  ? — A.  Yes, 
Q.  You  sent  the  rest  back  with  the  other  papers  to  the  returning  officer.    Yon 
sent  the  unused  ones  back  with  the  other  papers  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Belcourt  : 
Q,  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  I  want  you  to  be  a  little  more  particular,  Mr.  Cummin^s,  as  to  the  hoar 
when  you  began  to  mark  in  pencil  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  date,  I  might 
possibly  have  marked  with  ink  during  the  day  besides  marking  with  pencil,  lam 
not  sure,  I  had  pen  and  ink  there  and  bad  also  a  pencil  laying  on  the  table. 

Q.  Can't  you  tell  us  whether  it  was  between  ten  or  eleven  or  between  eleven 
and  twelve;  can't  you  give  uft  any  idea? — A.  I  can't  give  you  any  idea,  I  speak 
from  memory  on  that  point. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  took  these  counterfoils  home  with  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  after  you  got  them  home  did  you  destroy  them? — A.  That 
same  ni^ht. 

Q.  You  didn't  litter  up  your  floor  with  them,  I  suppose  ? — A.  1  put  them  in  the 
stove. 

Q.  There  was  not  any  stoves  at  the  polling  places,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  a  stove  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  no  particular  difficulty  about  putting  them  in  the  stove  at  the 
polling  place? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  difficulty?— A.  No. 

Q.  That  never  occurred  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it  was  your  duty  to  destroy  the  counterfoils  ?— A. 
There  was  no  fire  in  the  stove,  that  was  all. 

Q.  There  was  no  fire  there  at  all  ? — A.  No,  not  that  day. 

Q.  On  the  2l8t  of  February? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  suppose  there  was  a  fire. 

Q.  And  there  would  be  no  difficulty  in  burning  them? — A.  No,  I  don't  think 
there  was  any  trouble  to  burn  them  there;  I  could  have  burned  them  there  as  well 
as  at  home. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  there  was  a  fire  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  there  was  not;  you  just  thought  it  a  good  answer? — A. 
No,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it  was  your  duty  to  destroy  these  counterfoils  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  destroy  them  ? — A.  I  certainly  destroyed  them. 

Q.  You  didn't  destroy  them  when  you  tore  them  off? — A.  In  that  way. 

<J.  You  didn't  destroy  them?— A.  I  tore  them  off  the  ballot. 

Q.  You  didn't  destroy  them? — A.  That  was  destroying  them  to  that  extent. 

Q.  You  consider  that  tearing  off  the  counterfoil  is  destroying  them? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  you  destroyed  themat  home? — A.  I  burned  them  at  borne. 

Q.  Then  your  concl union  is  that  you  destroyed  them  at  the  polling  booth  and 
burned  them  at  home? — A.  No,  not  at  all. 

Q.  And  do  you  persist  in  your  assertion  that  taking  them  off  the  ballot  is 
destroying  them? — A.  I  don't  understand  that. 

Q.  Now,  your  attention  was  directed,  by  your  instrnctions,  to  certain  sections 
of  the  Act,  was  it  not  ?    Did  you  read  over  your  instructions  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you? — A.  The  reason  why  was  simple.  I  had  always  taken 
action  in  the  same  kind  of  work  before,  and  I  was  posted,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
was  concerned,  in  that  regard. 

Q.  You  thought  you  understood  it  so  well  you  didn't  need  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  never  understand  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  deputy  returning 
officer  to  destroy  the  counterfoils? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  understood  that;  had  you  never  seen  it  done?  Had  you  never, 
at  any  election,  seen  it  done  ? — ^A.  No. 
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Q.  Never  saw  it  done  in  yonr  life? — A.  No. 

Q.  On  no  occasion  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  tearing  them  off. 

Q.  Tearing  them  off  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  seen  depaty  retnrning  officers  patting  them  in  their  pocket 
before  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  any  deputy  returning  officer  before  putting  them  in  his 
pocket  instead  of  destroying  them  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  recollection  of  seeing  any  deputy  tearing  them  off ? — 

A.  And  throwing  them  on  the  floor. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  any  recollection  of  seeing  them  torn  off  and  put  in  the 
deputy  returuing  officer's  pocket  ? — A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Then  your  reason  still  holds  good  that  your  course  on  this  occasion,  your 
patting  them  in  your  pocket  on  this  occasion,  was  to  prevent  the  floor  being  littered 
up.  Is  that  the  reason  you  still  give? — A.  I  don't  think  it  made  much  difference 
Vhioh  way  it  was  done,  as  far  as  the  counterfoil  was  concerned. 

Q.  You  had  never  heai*d  of  ballots  being  manipulated,  I  suppose,  in  this  way  ? 
—A  Well,  by  the  newspapers  I  had. 

Q.  Had  you  before  this  occasion  heard  this? — A.  Years  ago  I  heard  of  it. 

Q.  And  how  had  you  heard  of  its  boin^  done;  you  hadn't  heard  the  method  ? — 
A  No. 

Q.  Your  instructiouA  that  you  received  from  the  returning  officer  were  in  the 
shape  of  a  document,  a  little  book  like  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  at  the  commencement  of  it  there  were  certain  instructions  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  referred  to  certain  sections  of  the  Act,  were  you  not? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  didn't  you  read  any  one  of  these  sections  of  the  Act  ? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  think  you  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  read  the  section  which  said  that  the  counterfoil  was  to  be 
destroyed  after  being  torn  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  read  that  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  been  employed  in  connection  with  some  Dominion  work — harbour 
works  at  Goderich,  had  you  not,  Mr,  Cummings? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  Two  years  ago. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  employed  ? — About  three  or  four  months. 

The  committee  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons, 

Thursday,  20th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  chair. 

Inquiry  re  the  last  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  resumed. 

Examination  of  Donald  Cumminqs  continued : — 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings,  who  kept  the  poll  book  at  this  election  ?— A.  John  Lawson. 
Q.  John  Lawson  kept  the  poll  book  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawson,  he  was  one  of  the  scrutineers  ? — A.  He  was  one  of  the  scruti- 
neers.   No,  Michael  Tobin  kept  the  poll  book. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  of  keeping  the  poll  book? — A.  It  was  Michael  Tobin. 
Q.  Did  he  keep  it  all  the  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  make  any  entry  in  it? — A.  I  do  not  know.  He  went  out  at 
the  noon  hour  for  lunch  to  a  neighbouring  house  and  John  Lawson  kept  it  while  he 
was  out.    I  do  not  know  if  he  made  any  entry  or  not. 

Q.  Oh,  yes,  there  are  a  number  of  entries  there,  Nos.  56  to  73,  inclusive,  which 
are  in  different  writing  from  the  rest.  These  are  by  Lawson? — A.  These  are  Mr. 
Lawpon's. 

Q.  Mr.  Lawson  was  the  scrutineer,  one  of  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes,  I 
think  ? — A.  He  was  one  of  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  At  what  hour  did  Mr.  Tobin,  the  poll  clerk,  go  to  lunch  ?•— A.  Well,  it  would 
be  between  twelve  and  one. 

Q.  So  that  up  to  the  time  he  went  just  55  votes  had  been  polled  ? — A.  I  cannot 
say  how  many  had  been  polled. 

Q.  Did  Lawson  make  any  entry  in  the  book  before  Mr.  Tobin  went  to  lunch  ? — 
A.  No,  sir.. 

Q.  He  did  not?— A.  No. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  take  this  ballot  book  and  verify  some  things  that  I  want  to 
state  to  you  about  it.    Look  at  the  names.    Mr.  James  McManus  was  No.  6.    That 
means  that  he  was  the  sixth  man  who  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
id  ward  Shaw  was  No.  10? — A.  Correct, 
ames  Taylor  was  No.  13  ? — A.  Correct. 
.  B.  Williams  was  No.  lej  ? — A,  Correct, 
'homas  Culbert  was  No.  18? — A.  Correct. 
.  W.  Hunter  was  No.  20  ?— A.  Correct. 
nUiam  Kerr  was  No.  21  ? — A.  Correct. 
Robert  Williams  was  No.  22  ? — A.  Correct, 
niliam  Tubin  was  No.  23  ?— A.  Correct. 
i.bner  Morris  was  No.  26  ? — A.  Correct, 
^hn  Cantwell  was  No.  27  ? — A.  Correct, 
ohn  Thompson  was  No.  28  ? — A.  Correct, 
ftmes  Tobin  was  No,  i^  ? — A.  Correct, 
[enry  Zoellner  was  No.  35  ? — A.  No.  35. 
fo.  35. — A.  Zoellner. 
Low  do  you  pronounce  it? — A.  Zoellner, 
erry  Dalton  was  No,  36  ? — A.  Correct, 
eorge  C.  Simpson  was  No.  38  ? — A.  Correct, 
ixon  Doherty  was  No.  39  ? — A.  Correct, 
[amilton  McManus  was  No.  40  ? — A.  Correct, 
niliara  McConnell  was  No.  41  ? — A.  Correct. 
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Q.  William  MoMaoas  was  No.  42  ?— A.  Correot. 

Q.  Charles  Kerry  was  No,  45  ? — A.  Corect. 

Q.  J.  H.  SimpsoD  No.  46  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  A.  A.  Williams  No.  60  ?— A.  Correot. 

Q.  James  Kirkpatriek  No.  51  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  James  Clarke  was  No.  59  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  KeDTieth  Morris  No.  65  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  John  McWhinney  No.  ^^  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  Elisha  Mann  No.  68  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q    William  Vrooman  No.  69  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  James  Campbell  was  No.  70  ? — A,  Correct. 

Q.  William  Burrows  was  No.  72  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  Sam  Morris  was  No.  73  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  Roland  Williams  was  No.  78  ? — ^A.  Correct. 

Q.  William  J.  Graham  was  No.  79  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  James  Watson  was  No.  81  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  Thomas  Sturdy  was  No.  82— A.  Correct. 

Q.  J.  A.  Williams  was  No.  83  ?— A.  Correct, 

Q.  Sam  Johnson  was  No.  87  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  Patrick  Kelly  was  No.  89  ?— A.  Correct, 

Q.  Richard  Glidden  was  No.  90  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  C.  McCann  was  No.  92  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  J.  J.  Wright  was  No.  93  ?— A.  Correct. 

Q.  John  Ryan  was  No.  98  ? — A.  Correct. 

Q.  When  did  you  receive  that  polling  book  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? 
^A.  I  received  it  in  ihe  ballot  box. 

Q.  Where  did  you  leceive  the  ballot  box,  what  place ? — A.  In  my  honse. 

Kl.  Your  own  hon^e? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  delivered  it  to  you  ?— A.  The  returning  officer. 

Q.  The  returning  officer  ? — A.  Himself  or  his  son — his  son  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Any  one  with  him  ? — A,  No,  sir, 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  dayot  was,  how  long  before  the  election  ? — A.  It  mast 
have  been  two  or  three  days  before  the  election — I  cannot  say  though.  I  am  not 
positive. 

Q.  I  beg  pardon  ? — A.  I  am  not  positive  about  the  exact  day. 

Q.  Not  positive  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  days  ? — A.  It  might  be  two  or  three  or  possibly  one  day  before 
the  election. 

Q.  The  nomination  was  on  Tuesday — was  it  not  ? — A.  I  think  so,  in  Goderich. 

Q.  And  the  election  day  the  following  Tuesday  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  you  received  it  on  Tuesday,  Friday  or  Saturday  ? — A.  Possibly 
I  might  have  received  it  Friday  or  Saturday,    it  was  before  Monday  anyhow. 

Q.  Was  it  in  Goderich  thai  you  received  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  take  the  oath  before  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  went  to  his 
house  after  I  received  the  box. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  He  lives  near  the  village  of  Saltford,  at  least  up  on 
the  top  of  the  hill. 

Q.  How  long  after  you  received  it  did  you  go  to  him  ? — A.  It  was  the  next  day, 
it  n.ust  have  been  Saturday. 

Q.  You  swore  to  it  being  on  the  18th,  that  was  Saturday? — A.  I  could  not  tell 
you. 

Q.  You  went  to  the  returning  officer's  house? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  took  the  oath  before  him  ? — A.  I  took  the  oath  before  him. 

Q,  You  did?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  as  to  who  delivered  the  box  to  you  ? — A.  No;  that  puts  me  in 
mind  of  the  transaction;  I  got  the  box — I  had  a  note  from  Sands  that  I  was 
appointed  deputy  returning  officer  and  I  went  to  him ;  I  had  no  instructions  further. 
It  was  not  his  son  that  delivered  the  box  at  all;   he  took  the  box  away  from  my 
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place  but  he  didn't  deliver  it;   I  got  the  box  at  Sandn*  house  with  the  papers  and 
everything  connected  with  it. 

Q,  Do  you  mean  the  son  brought  the  box  to  your  house  ? — A.  Well  I  said  so,  but 
I  coiTCCted  that. 

Q.  You  got  that  box  from  him? — A.  I  got  the  box  from  him  the  Friday  or 
Saturday  I  was  appointed  deputy  returning  officer  for  No.  4,  but  I  had  no  further 
instructions,  so  I  went  in  with  a  neighbour ;  we  drove  up  to  his  house  so  I  remained 
at  his  bouse;  there  was  some  papern  to  fix  in  the  box  and  he  ^ave  me  instructions 
in  regard  to  the  matter  in  hand,  and  I  took  the  oath  before  him  and  took  the  box 
home  with  me. 

Q.  That  was  on  Saturday? — A.  Well  it  might  have  been  Saturday,  Friday  or 
Saturday. 

Q.  It  was  the  18th,  anyway? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  told  Urt  that  Mr.  Dancy  did  not  produce  any  papers  to  you? — ^A.  No,  he 
didn't. 

Q.  Well  you  have  returned  papers  for  him,  where  did  you  get  those? — A, 
Beturning  papers  for  him  ? 

Q.  You  returned  a  paper  which  purports  to  be  authority  for  him  from  Mr. 
Holmes  ?  McManus  has  stated  and  you  state  that  wan  not  pi*oduoed  during  the  poll ; 
I  want  to  know  when  you  got  that  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  signed  any  paper. 

Q,  I  find  this  paper  among  those  which  you  have  returned? — A.  Appointment 
of  agent. 

Q.  Appointment  of  agent,  yes.    I  want  to  know  when  you  received  that  and 
where  you  received  it? — A.  I  could  not  toll  yon,  sir. 
Q.  You  can't  tell  mo  ? — A.  Can't  tell,  no. 

Q.  Well  sir,  did  you  receive  any? — A.  I  never  received  it.  He  said  that  he  had 
a  paper  but  he  never  produced  it ;  where  it  came  from  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Well,  can  you  account  for  that  getting  into  the  envelope  ? — ^A.  It  was  sealed 
up  and  returned  at  the  close  of  the  poll  with  the  packets  of  ballots  and  other  papers ; 
the  8crutineei*H  might  have  put  it  in;  in  no  othor  way  but  it  might  have  been  lay- 
ing on  the  table,  no  other  way  I  can  account  for  it, 

Q.  Lying  on  what  table? — A.  The  table  where  we  were  counting  the  ballots. 
Q.  Didn't  you  look  at  the  papers  you  put  in  tho  envelope?— A..  Certainly,  but 
my  poll  dork  had  a  share  in  putting  the  papers  up,  I  didn't  look  particularly. 

Q.  You  didn't  look  particularfy? — A.  Not  more  than  any  other  time;  I  have 
done  the  same  thing  dozens  of  times  before. 
Q.  You  have? — A.  Or  helped  to  do  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  papers  went  in? — A.  They  went  in  according  to  the 
backs  of  them  were  marked  for  receiving  papers.    There  were  envelopes  for  each 
package  and  according  to  my  knowledge  they  went  in  according  to  the  envelope. 
Q.  You  say  vou  never  saw  this  appointment  of  Dancy  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  he  had  it? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  Did  you  ahk  him  to  produce  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  ask  him  to  produce  it? — A.  Because  he  waanjt  taking  any 
part  in  the  business;  he  was  sometime  in  the  room  and  sometimes  out. 

Q.  Didn't  you  (ell  me  yesterday  he  acted  as  one  of  the  scrutineers  for  Holmes 
when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  me  ?— A.  I  said  he  was  there  in  the  room. 
Q.  You  did  not  tell  me  anything  to  that  effect?— A.  No  sir,  not  with  my 
authority. 

Q.  Well  did  you  toll  me  he  sat  up  with  the  other  scrutineers  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  what  other  two  ? — A.  John  Lawson  and  James  Chisholm. 
Q.  John  Lawson  and  James  Chisholm  and  Dancy  ? — A.  He  sat  at  the  table  too. 
Q.  He  sat  at  the  table  too?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  told  me  you  understood  he  was  acting  at  the  time  for  Holmes  ? — 
A.  He  contended  that  he  was. 

Q.  And  he  told  you  that  he  had  an  appointment  from  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  yon  didD't  ask  him  to  produce  it? — A.  No,  he  didn't  tell  me  there  at 
that  time,  he  told  me  that  when  he  came  to  the  polling  booth,  after  he  came  to  the 
polling  booth  he  told  me  he  had  an  appointment,  or  rather,  he  told  one  of  the  scrn- 
tineers  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  In  vour  presence  ? — A.  Fes. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  bim  to  produce  this? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  ? — ^A.  He  was  just  the  same  as  others  in  the  room,  there  were  lots  in 
the  room. 

Q.  Was  there  any  one  beside  him  who  sat  up  with  the  scrutineer,  when  the 
ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  No,  I  think  not. 

Q.  IXd  you  understand  at  that  time  that  he  had  an  appointment  from  Mr. 
Holmes? — A.  He  claimed  to  have  one. 

Q,  And  you  did  not  have  him  sworn  ? — ^A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  told  us  you  began  initialling  ballots  with  a  pen? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  way  you  began  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  can't  tell  the  exact  hour  at  which  you  discontinued  ? — A.  No,  I 
think  possibly  I  might  have  done  so  off  and  on  all  day.  Sometimes  the  pencil  might 
have  been  borrowed  and  I  used  a  pen. 

Q.  Well,  you  discontinued  the  pen  because  it  8oratched? — ^A.  That  was  the 
reason  I  discontinned  it.  The  paper  was  so  thin  it  would  scarcely  mark  the  initials. 

Q.  If  it  scratched  and  you  could  not  mark  it,  why  did  you  resume  it  again  ? — 
A.  Possibly  I  hadn't  the  pencil.    There  is  a  possibility  it  would  be  borrowed. 

Q.  Who  would  borrow  it  ? — A.  The  poll  clerk  or  one  of  the  scrutineers. 

Q.  What  clerk  or  scrutineer  ever  borrowed  it? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  I  think 
they  did  once  or  twice. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  they  had  not  pencils  of  their  own  ? — A.  Some  of  them  hadn't. 

Q.  Which  one? — ^A.  I  cannot  tell.    One  of  them  cut  half  my  pencil  off. 

Q.  Which  one  was  that? — A.  One  of  the  scrutineers,  I  think. 

Q.  Which  one? — A.  I  cannot  tell  yon,  but  I  know  my  pencil  wa^  cut  in  two  to 
make  a  pencil  for  one  of  the  others. 

Q.  After  it  was  cut  off  was  it  borrowed  again  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly. 
We  are  very  sociable  up  there  and  lend  whatever  we  have  got. 

Q.  You  told  us  yesterday  that  Mr,  McMauus  did  not  protest  against  Dancy 
acting  at  the  time  when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  I  didn't  hear  it.  He  might 
have  done  so,  but  I  didn't  hear  it. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  he  didn't  get  very  warm  about  it? — A.  He  may  have  done 
so,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  At  the  time  the  ballots  were  about  to  be  counted  ? — A.  I  didn't  hear  the 
discDhsion  between  them. 

Q.  1  mean  he  made  remonstrances  addressed  to  you  ? — A.  It  was  not  addressed 
to  me,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  hear  anything  of  the  kind  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  addressed  to  Dancy? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  far  away  were  McManus  and  Dancy  ? — A.  They  could  not  be  very  far, 
they  were  both  in  the  room  when  I  was  fixing  up  the  box. 

Q.  About  how  many  feet  away  were  you  ? — A.  The  room  is  not  more  than 
about  eighteen  feet  wide  and  thirty  long. 

Q,  I  want  to  know  how  many  ieet  they  weie  away  from  you  at  the  time  ? — A. 
I  cannot  tell  you,  it  might  have  been  before  they  came  in. 

Q.  I  am  talking  ab^ut  the  occasion  when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  Inside 
I  did  not  hear  any  discussion  about  it  at  all.  It  could  not  bo  more  than  six  or  eight 
feet  from  me  at  the  outside. 

Q.  You  say  you  did  hear  an  objection  made  before  this  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  was  two  or  three  hours  before? — A.  Some  time  in  the  afternoon.  It 
must  have  been  early  in  the  afternoon,  because  Dancy  didn't  come  until  the 
aftemoo. 

Q.  What  was  said  on  that  occasion? — A.  He  was  questioned  if  he  had  his  certi- 
ficate to  be  one  of  the  scrutineers  on  their  side  and  he  claimed  he  had. 
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Q.  Yes,  there  was  no  appeal  made  to  you  about  it  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  No  appeal  made  to  you  all  ? — A.  No  particular  appeal. 

Q.  No  appeal  particular  or  general  made  to  you  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  you 
might  take  it  in  a  general  sense.  Of  course,  I  had  the  control  of  the  certificate  ot 
any  one  in  the  room. 

Q.  What  was  the  appeal  that  was  made  to  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  I  don't 
think,  distinctly. 

Q.  You  say  you  had  seen  this  sort  of  thing  done  long  ago,  dozens  of  times.  I 
suppose  you  mean  at  elections  ? — A.  I  have  helped  myself  to  count  the  ballots 
without  being  a  fecrutineor  on  many  occasions. 

Q.  You  were  a  returning  officer,  I  think,  about  ten  years  ago? — ^A.  I  cannot  tell 
you  that  it  was  exactly  ten  years  ago,  it  was  a  good  while  ago,  a  good  many  years  ago, 

Q.  And  acted  as  scrutineer  a  good  many  times  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Who  has  been  acting  returning  officer  in  that  district  daring  the  last  ten 
years  at  the  provincial  and  municipal  elections  ? — A.  It  is  Eaby  Williams  at  the 
local  elections  and  at  the  Dominion  elections  Baby  Williams. 

Q.  I  think  there  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Stewart? — A.  He  has  been  at  the 
Eoform  elections.  When  there  was  to  be  a  Reform  election  he  was  returning  officer 
for  our  division. 

Q.  Stewart  has  been  returning  officer  for  the  last  ten  years  for  the  Beform 
elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  appointed  by  a  Beform  government  ? — A.  Appointed  by  a  Beform 
government,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  being  scrutineer  at  an  election  when  two  men  named  Jake 
Murray  and  William  Bogie  came  up  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  that  was  the  only  time  I  was 
scrutineer. 

Q.  They  were  farmers'  sons  ? — A.  Yes,  farmers'  sons. 

Q.  I  believe  not  entitled  to  vote  because  they  did  not  reside  with  their  father? — 
A.  It  mi^ht  have  been. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  ? — A.  I  think  so,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  that  an  agreement  was  made  that  thoy  sould  be  allowed 
to  vote  one  being  on  each  side  ?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect  that  ? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  you  agreed  with  Andy  Allen,  the  scrutineer  on  the 
other  side,  that  they  should  be  allowed  to  vote  as  they  had  come  some  distance  ? — 
A,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  deny  it  ? — A.  I  deny  it. 

Q.  Do  you  deny  that  you  made  the  agreement  in  the  presence  of  James 
MoManus  ? — A.  I  do  deny  it. 

Q.  Do  you  deny  after  making  that  agreement  you  got  one  of  them  who  was  a 
Liberal  to  vote  first  ?  Do  you  deny  that  ? — A.  I  do.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  in  that 
shape,  but  I  understand  at  least  1  believe  from  memory  that  the  Lit)eral  voted  first 
not  with  my  instructions  at  all,  he  came  there  to  the  polling  booth  and  voted  volun- 
tarily. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  there  was  an  arrangement  between  you  and  the  other  scru- 
tineer that  they  should  not  be  objected  to  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't? — A.  Yes,  I  do  recollect  there  was  no  arrangement. 

Q.  No  arrangement  of  the  kind  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  that  after  the  Liberal  voted  objection  was  taken  to  the 
other? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  good  deal  of  bad  feeling  about  it.  That  is  all  I 
recollect. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  on  that  occasion  that  you  did  take  objection  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  only  one  of  them  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  years  ago  was  it? — A.  Oh,  it  mu-t  be  pobsibly  five  or  six, — I 
cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  How  many? — A.  Six  or  seven  years  ago.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly. .  I  am 
speaking  from  memory  now, 

Q.  I  did  not  understand  you.  Six  or  seven  years  ago  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you 
exactly.    I  am  simply  making  that  statement. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  who  woi*e  the  oandidates  at  that  particular  eleotioD  ?— A. 
No,  1  don't, 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  a  Provincial  or  Dominion  election  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that? — ^A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  In  regard  to  Mr,  Dancy's  papers  and  the  way  they  got  into  the  envelope  I 
understood  you  to  say  that  the  poll  clerk — who  was  that? — A.  Michael  Tobin. 

Q.  I  underatood  you  to  say  that  he  assisted  in  putting  the  papers  in  the 
envelope  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  brought  your  lunch  in  the  polling  booth  with  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  have  to  leave  in  order  to  get  your  dinner  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  while  the  others  were  going  in  and  out  for  dinner,  you  were  there  in 
charge  of  the  box  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q,  Was  the  box  locked  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  it  remain  locked  until  it  was  unlocked  to  count  the  ballots? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  had  the  key  ?— A.  I  bad. 

Q.  Had  you  any  occasion  through  the  day  to  leave  the  poll  temporarily  for  a 
moment,  or  not? — A.  Possibly  I  might  have  left  once,  not  more,  for  a  few  minutes, 

Q.  How  long  were  you  gone  ? — A,  Not  more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 

Q.  Who  was  in  charge  ? — A.  No  one, 

Q.  You  don't  mean  there  was  no  one  in  the  booth  ? — A,  There  were  some. 

Q.  Who  ? — ^A,  The  scrutineers. 

Q.  On  one  side  or  both  ? — A.  On  both  sides. 

Q.  When  you  went  you  left  the  scrutineers  on  both  sides  there  and  when  you 
came  back  they  were  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  were  you  gone  ? — A,  Not  more  than  two  or  three  minutes. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  Mr.  Cummings — the  poll  book  shows  that  98  ballots  were 
given  to  you  by  voters  on  that  day  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  put  those  98  ballots  in  the  box  as  received  from  voters  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Siftan  : 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  other  papers  in  the  box  during  the  day? — A,  No, 
Q.  Or  any  other  time? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bennett  : 

Q.  You  spoke  yesterday  of  having  been  in  Goderich  on  nomination  day? — A.  I 
was  there  in  the  evening. 

Q.  Now,  thinking  closely,  would  it  have  been  in  the  afternoon  or  evening  you 
were  there  ? — A.  In  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  person  that  day  or  did  any  person  mention  as  to  you  being 
deputy  returning  officer  there? — A.  No. 

Q,  What  day  was  it  you  got  the  note  from  the  returning  officer? — A.  About 
Thursdey  of  that  week. 

Q.  How  far  do  yon  live  from  the  returning  officer  ? — A,  Between  two  and  three 
miles, 

Q.  And  you  went  to  his  house  not  until  Saturday  ? — A.  Not  until  Saturday  I 
didn't  go. 

Q.  You  lived  beyond  him  from  Goderich  ? — A.  I  lived  further  north. 

Q.  After  you  got  the  box  did  you  return  home  or  go  into  the  town? — A.  I 
returned  home. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  reach  home? — A.  Possibly  between  twelve  and  one, 

Q,  At  the  noon  hour? — A.  The  same  day. 

Q.  Was  there  any  person  at  Sands'  house  when  you  got  there  and  got  the  box  ? — 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Who  was  there  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  visitor,  I  forget  his  name,  be  was  some 
relative  of  Mr.  Sands. 

Q.  No  person  from  outside  ? — A.  It  was  a  rainy  day  and  he  called  in  to  shelter 
himself  from  the  shower. 

Q.  Now,  after  you  got  the  box  on  Saturday,  were  you  in  Goderich  that  after- 
noon?—A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Groderich  the  following  Monday? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Well  do  you  know  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  To  your  recollection  you  were  not  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Yon  received  a  packet  of  blank  ballots  for  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  were  not  all  used  up  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  returned  the  remainder  to  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Just  look  at  these  one  moment  please  ;  (handing  witness  a  block  of  unused 
ballots)  these  are  the  ballots  that  you  returned  to  the  returning  officer,  ate  they  not 7 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  attached  there  to  those  ballots  are  the  stubs  of  the  ballots  that  were 
used  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  being  the  identical  bundle  ? — A.  No  doubt 
about  it. 

Q.  And  as  I  understand  there  were  no  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  there  were  no  rejected  ballots  ? — ^A.  None. 

Q.  As  far  as  the  ballots  are  concerned  it  was  a  very  regular  and  intelligent 
piece  of  voting? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Uncommonly  so  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  not  be  better  so  far  as  that  goes  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  would  just  direct  your  attention  to  those  ballots  you  have  there  ?— A.  How 
many  ballots  have  you  here  ? 

Q.  These  came  out  of  the  bundle  ;  just  look  at  the  face  and  see  who  they  are 
marked  for  ;  these  are  the  ballots  you  counted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  suppose  so  ;  yes, 
these  are  Holmes'  ballots  from  what  I  can  see ;  thoy  were  put  up  together,  they  were 
put  up  in  separate  packets. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  in  evidence  sixty-eiffht  ballots  marked  for  the  candidate 
Holmes  and  numbered  as  exhibits  3-1  to  3-68  inclusive. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Cummings,  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  and  then,  when  you 
were  acting  as  deputy  returning  officer,  you  marked  your  initials  on  the  backs  of 
these  ballots,  some  in  ink  and  some  in  pencil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  reason  you  stopped  marking  in  ink  was  that  the  pen  perforated  the 
ballot?— A.  Yes. 

Q   That  it  went  through  the  paper  because  it  was  thin  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  take  these  ballots  and  show  me  a  ballot  that  is  perforated  with  a 
pen,  sir  ?— A.  There  was  certainly  some  marked  with  pen. 

Q,  But  you  said  the  pen  went  through  ? — A.  There  was  no  doubt  about  that. 
I  must  examine  all  these  and  then  I  might  not  distinguish  the  scratch.  There  is  a 
scratch  made  by  a  pen  all  right  enough  (indicating  one  of  the  ballots) 

Q.  Didn't  you  state  to  me  just  a  moment  ago  that  the  pen  perforated  the  paper 
on  account  of  being  thin? — A.  Yes,  it  did. 

Q.  You  know  the  meaning  of  "  perforated  "  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  say  it  perforated 
through  the  paper,  but  it  stuck  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  this  ballot  ? — A.  That  is  a  pen  all  right. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — A.  That  is  written  by  a  pen. 

Q.  And  is  that  your  signature? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  your  initials,  rather? — A.  My  initials  rather. 

Q.  Well,  look  at  this  one,  Mr.  Cummings.  Let  us  see  the  number  in  order  that 
the  reporter  may  get  it  down.  No.  68.  That  is  written  with  a  pen  ? — A.  That  one  is 
written  with  a  pen. 
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Q.  No.  67  ?— A.  That  is  written  with  a  pen. 

Q.  No.  66  ? — A.  That  is  written  with  a  pen. 

Q.  That  is  wintten  with  a  pen  ? — ^A.  Tea. 

Q.  And  it  is  yonr  signature  in  each  ease  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  And  it  is  your  handwriting  in  each  case? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Take  this  one,  No.  66?    What  is  that?— A.  That  is  my  initials. 

Q.  Pencil,  is  it  not? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Yes,  that  is  pencil.  No.  65,  No.  64? — A.  That  is  my  initial  with  a  pencil. 

Q.  No.  63?— A.  Pencil. 

Q,  No.  62?— A.  That  is  pencil  initials. 

Q.  And  your  writing? — A.  My  initials. 

Q.  No.  61,  just  look  at  that  please? — A.  That  is  my  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  60  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  69? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  You  mean  by  your  initials  that  it  is  written  by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No.  58  ? — A.  That  is  my  initials  written  with  pencil 

Q.  No.  57? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  56? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  56  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  54? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  53  ? — ^A.  My  initials  written  with  penciL 

Q.  No.  52? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  51? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  60? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  49  of  iSeries  3  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  1  of  series  3? — ^A.  My  initials  written  with  pen, 

Q.  No.  'I  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pen. 

Q.  No.  48  ? — ^A.  My  initials  written  by  pencil. 

Q.  No.  47  ? — ^A.  My  initials  written  by  pencil,  I  think. 

Q.  No.  4  •  ? — A.  My  initials,  I  am  not  positive  whether  it  is  a  pen  or  a  pencil, 
a  pencil  I  think. 

Q.  No.  45? — ^A.  My  initials  written  by  pencil. 

Q.  No.  44? — A.  My  initials  written  by  pencil. 

Q.  No.  43  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  42  ? — ^A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  41  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  40?— A.  Pencil. 

Q.  No.  39? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  38? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  37  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  36  ? — A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  35  ? — ^A.  My  initials  written  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  34? — A.  I  am  not  positive  about  pen  or  pencil,  I  think  it  is  pen.  It 
might  possibly  be  pen.     It  is  pencil,  I  think. 

Q.  No.  33  ? — ^A.  I  think  that  is  pen,  my  initials  written  with  pen. 

Q.  No.  32? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  31  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  30  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  29  ?— A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  3  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen,  I  think. 

Q.  With  pen,  you  think  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  No.  28? — ^A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  27?— A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No  26?— A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  5  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 

Q.  No.  6  7 — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 

Q.  No.  25?— A.  My  initials  with  pen*  il. 

Q.  No.  24? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  23  ?— A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 
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Q.  No.  22  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 
Q.  No.  21  ?— A.  My  initials  with  penoil. 
Q.  No,  20  ?— A.  My  initials  with  penoil. 
Q.  No.  19?— A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 
Q.  No.  18? — ^A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  17?— A.  My  initials  with  pen,  I  think.    I  am  not  sure,  I  think  it  is 
with  pen.    It  in  scratched  a  little,  the  pen  cauiarht  sometimes. 

Q.  If  you  look  yon  can  see ?— A.  The  pen  catches  on  the  papers  some 

times ;  that  "  C  "  there 

Q.  The  '^C"  is  with  pencil  ?— A.  Both  are  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  16? — A.  My  initials  with  pencil. 
Q.  No.  15? — A«  My  initials  with  pencil. 
Q.  No.  14? — A.  My  initials  with  pen,  I  think. 
Q.  No.  13  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  12  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  11  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  10? — ^A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  9  ? — A.  My  initial  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  8  ? — A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  7? — ^A.  My  initials  with  pen. 
Q.  No.  4? — A.  That  mignt  have  been  pen  or  pencil. 

Q.  Yes,  look  at  the  "  D",  it  is  the  pen  ? — A.  Yes,  a  pen  and  blotted  a  little. 
Q.  Now  we  will  take  series  4,  jast  tarn  them  over  and  see  the  way  the  initials 
are  made  and  whether  they  are  in  pencil  or  pen.    They  are  numbered  from  4-1  to 
4-^0? — A.  No.  1,  that  is  my  initial  with  pencil. 

Q.  No.  2  is  in  pencil,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  that  is  in  pencil. 
Q.  No.  3  is  in  pencil? — A.  Yes,  that  is  in  pencil,  it  might  be  in  pen;  my 
initials  in  pencil. 

Q.  No.  4  is  in  pencil? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No.  5  Is  in  pencil  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No.  6  is  in  pencil  ? — ^A.  Correct. 

Q.  No.  7  is  in  pencil  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No.  8  is  in  pencil  ? — ^A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  No.  9  is  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct. 

>.  10  is  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct, 

►.  11  is  in  pencil? — A.  Correct, 

>.  12  is  in  pencil  ?— A.  Correct. 

u  13  is  in  pencil? — A.  Correct. 

.  14  in  pencil? — A.  Correct. 

•.  15  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct. 

>.  IH  in  pencil? — A.  Cori-ect. 

.  17  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct. 

.  18  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct. 

.  19  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct 

.  20  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct. 

.  21  in  pencil? — A.  Correct. 

.  22  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct 

.  23  in  penoil? — ^A.  Correct 

.  24  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct 

.  25  in  pencil  ? — A.  Correct    That  might  have  been  in  pen. 

a  look  at  it,  yon  think  it  is  pencil?— A.  Yes,  I  think  it  is. 

.  2«  is  in  pencil? — A.  Yes. 

.  27  is  in  penoil,  is  it  not? — A.  I  am  not  po:»itive  aboat  that  one. 

n't  you  think  it  is? — A.  It  looks  as  much  like  pen  as  penoil ;  that  is  pencil. 

.  28  is  in  pencil  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

>k  at  No.  27  again ;  you  believe  it  to  be  pencil,  there  is  no  qaestion  about 

il  was  sharpened? — A.  Yes,  I  think  that  is  pencil,  it  might  possibly  be 

L  you  believe  it  to  be  in  pencil  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
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Q.  No.  29  is  in  pencil? — A.  That  is  in  pencil;  lam  not  very  confident  about 
that  either. 

Q.  No.  30  is  in  pencil  ?— A.  Yes, 

Q.  Now,  each  and  every  one  of  these  initials  '^  D.  C'  on  the  back  of  these  ballots 
I  have  now  shown  you  of  series  4  is  in  your  handwriting  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  of  course,  placed  by  you  on  the  back  of  these  ballots  by  yourself? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  These  thirty  ballots  I  have  just  shown  you  are  all  for  McLean,  are  they  not? 
—A.  I  did  not  look  at  that. 

Q.  Well,  look,  please,  series  4,  1  to  30  inclusive.  You  have  looked  over  them  ? 
—A.  I  have.    I  find  them  all  marked  for  McLean. 

Q.  ThcHo  30  all  for  McLean? — A.  I  dindn't  count  them,  but  I  suppose  that  is  it. 

Q.  And  j>ot  a  ballot  in  that  lot  of  30  that  you  will  swear  was  endorsed  with 
ink  by  you,  endorsed  with  your  initials  ? — A.  It  might  be  possible.    I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  whether  it  is  possible  or  not.  I  say  is  there  on  the  back 
of  a  single  one  of  these  30  ballots  an  endorsement  of  your  initials  which  you  are 
prepared  to  swear  was  made  in  ink? — A.  I  did  not  see  them.  I  examined  them 
when  you  handed  the  thing  to  me  and  if  these  are  the  30  you  claim  there  were  some 
I  would  not  swear  were  not  in  ink. 

Q.  You  are  not  answering  the  question.  Is  there  a  single  one  that  you  will 
swear  is  endorsed  with  ink? — A.  I  did  not  look  at  them. 

Q.  But  I  handed  them  to  you  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  know  they  were  the  same  ballots, 
I  would  have  to  look  at  the  initials  before  I  could  tell. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings,  I  will  repeat  the  question  again,  of  these  30  ballots  that  I 
have  showed  you  and  at  the  initials  on  ihe  back  of  which  you  looked.  Will  you 
swear  that  in  the  case  of  a  single  ballot  there  are  any  of  these  initials  in  ink  ? — A. 
I  do  not  know  whether  I  have  looked  at  these.  I  got  them  handed  to  me  singly  one 
by  one  and  now  in  a  package,  how  can  I  say ;  I  will  look  again.  I  did  not  look  at 
the  initials.  These  are  supposed  to  be  the  same.  That  might  possibly  be  written 
with  ink  (No.  27).  There  is  one  that  migh*^-  possibly  be  written  in  ink,  because  there 
are  some  cuts  in  it,  that  is  a  pen,  that  is  pencil,  there  is  one  that  might  possibly  be 
written  with  a  pen  (series  4,  No.  8.)  That  is  pencil  (No.  9).  That  is  one  very 
likely  written  by  ink  (No.  10).  Written  by  ink  (No.  11).  Two  there  that  I  put 
down  I  would  not  swear.  That  is  pencil  (No.  12).  That  is  pencil  (No.  13).  There 
are  some  of  them  I  cannot  tell;  that  is  pencil  (No.  14).  Pencil  (No.  15).  Pencil 
(No.  16).  So  is  that  (No.  17).  Now,  that  might  possibly  be  a  pen,  I  would  not 
swear  to  it  (No.  18).  That  might  possibly  be  a  pen,  I  would  not  swear  to  it  (No.  20). 
That  might  possibly  be,  I  would  not  swear  to  it  (No.  21).  That  might  possibly  be 
a  pen,  I  would  not  swear  to  it  (No.  22).  That  is  a  pencil  (No.  23).  There  is  one 
that  might  be  with  a  pen,  I  would  not  swear  to  it  (No.  25)  and  there  might  be  a  pen, 
I  would  not  swear  to  it  (No.  30). 

Q.  You  have  examined  them  all? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  I  will  repeat  the  question  to  you.  Is  there  a  single  ballot  among  these 
30  ballots  in  respect  of  which  you  will  swear  your  initials  are  in  ink  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  is  not  one  in  respect  of  which  you  will  swear  your  initials  are  in  ink? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  these  ballots  are  ballots  for  McLean  ? — ^A  Yes. 

Q.  And  all  the  ballots  in  respect  of  which  the  endorsements  are  in  ink  so  far  as 
you  will  swear  are  Mr.  Holmes*  ballots,  are  they  not? — A.  1  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  That  follows  as  a  necessary  consequence,  does  it  not  ?  There  are  30  ballots 
that  you  have  examined  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ihene  were  all  that  McLean  had,  were  they  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  the  balance  must  have  been  for  Holmes? 

Q.  The  balance  are  for  Holmes;  Holmes'  ballots? — A.  Yes,  the  balance  are  for 
Holmes. 

Q.  Now  you  swore  the  lot  wore  in  ink  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well  now  I  will  ask  you  to  look  at  these  again;  these  you  were  prepared  to 
swear  were  in  ink ;  will  you  just  examine  these  ballots  please?  What  about  No. 
12? — ^A.  That  appears  to  be  ink, 
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Q.  No.  10  ?— A.  That  is  iok. 

Q.  No.  11  ? — A.  That  appears  to  bo  ink,  bat  I  would  not  swear  to  it  positively. 

Q.  No.  9  ?— A.  That  is  ink. 

Q.  No.  8?— A.  That  is  ink. 

Q.  No.  7  ?— A.  That  is  ink. 

Q.  No.  6?— A.  That  is  ink. 

Q.  No.  6?— A.  That  is  ink. 

Q.  No.  4? — A.  Now  there  is  one  might  be  pencil ;  that  is  more  like  pencil  than 
ink. 

Q.  No.  3  ?— A.  That  is  signed  by  ink. 

Q.  No.  2  ?— A.  So  is  that. 

(i.  No.  1  ?— A.  So  is  that. 

Q.  No.  15? — A.  That  is  a  pencil,  so  far  as  lean  tell ;  it  might  not  bo. 

Q.  Well  those  you  have  any  doubt  about  we  will  take  by  themselves.  Look  at 
these  of  series  3.     What  about  No.  66  ? — A.  That  is  ink  so  far  as  I  can  see. 

Q.  And  No.  33?  --A.  So  is  this. 

Q.  No.  67  ?— A.  That  is  in  ink. 

Q.  No.  68  ?— A.  That  is  in  ink. 

Q.  These  are  in  ink  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  of  these  ballots  that  I  have  now  shown  you  are  you  positive 
were  written  in  ink;   how  many  of  them  do  you  think  may  have  been  written  in 

fencil? — A.  Well,  there  might  possibly  be  half  of  what  1  had;  I  could  not  tell  you; 
didn't  take  any  track  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  take  back  what  you  first  said  when  I  inquired  about  those 
in  ink;  you  had  no  doubt? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Now  thene  are  the  same  ballots  that  you  swore  positively  to  as  bein^  in  ink 
when  I  firnt  examined  you ;  now  do  you  desire  to  take  anything  back  in  respect  of 
them? — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Then  you  will  stick  to  it  that  all  these  were  endoi*sed  by  you  in  ink? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  the  initials  are  all  your  initials  of  course? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  Sir,  I  am  going  to  call  your  attention  to  this;  would  you  be  kind 
enough,  Mr.  Cummings,  to  look  at  these  14  ballots,  1  will  show  you  what  I  wish  you 
to  observe,  numbered  from  1  to  14,  series  3.  Now  sir,  I  call  your  attention  to  the 
space  occupied  by  the  name  "Holmes;"  do  you  see  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  I  call  your  attention  to  that  line  there,  that  is  perfectly  straight  and 
not  jagged? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  will  you  look  over  these  14  ballots  and  see  if  that  is  not  true  of  every 
ballot  of  these  14,  that  that  line  to  the  right  hand  of  the  name  of  Holmes  is  straight 
and  not  jagged,  clear  and  well  defined?— A.  Square. 

Q.  That  line  to  the  right  of  the  name  of  *'Holmes"  ?— A.  That  is  straight. 

Q.  Now  I  will  go  over  them.  That  is  perfectly  straight,  nothing  jaffged  in  that 
line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  14)  ?— A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Nothing  jagged  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  is  there  (No.  13)? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  jagged  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  12)?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  jagged  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  11)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  jagged  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  10)  ?— A,  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  9)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  8)  ?    A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  7)  ?— A.  No. 

Q   Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  6)  ?— A,  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  5)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  4)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  of  "Holmes"  (No.  3)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  to  the  right  (No.  2)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  in  that  line  (No.  1)  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now  these  are  14  of  the  ballots  that  you  have  sworn  were  endoi^sed  by  you 
with  your  initials  in  ink  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Then  from  1  to  14  inclusive  of  Bcries  3  of  Holmes*  ballots  the  line  to  the  right 
of  Holmes'  space  is  straight  and  definite  and  not  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  I  ask  yoo  to  take  the  remaioing  84  ballots  and  see  if  you  can  find 
nooe  but  is  jagged  in  various  places.  Now,  sir,  we  take  this,  that  is  jagged,  is  it  not  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  jagged  ?— A.  Rugged. 

Q.  And  that  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  jag^'ed  ?— A.  Yes. 

Ki.  And  that  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  jagged  T— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  jagged?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  is  jagged  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  too,  w  it  not  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

<l.  And  that  one  7— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  thai  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

(i.  And  that  ?— A,  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Ye.-^. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Ifes. 

Q.  And  this  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that?— A.  Yes.  .    .         ,  .    .  « 

Q.  Now  there  arc  the  remainder  of  Mr.  Holmes'  ballots,  that  is  jagged,  is  it?— 

A.  Yes. 

Q    And  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this?- A.  Yes.  . 

Q.  Then  every  ballot  there  is  deposited  for  Mr.  Holmes,  with  the  exception  of 
these  14  that  are  marked  in  ink,  are  jagged  so  far  as  the  line  to  the  right  of  the  name 
"Holmes"  is  concerned.     Is  that  true ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  14  are  not  ragged  or  jagged,  but  the  line  is  clear,  definite,  straight, 
and  distinct?— A.  Yes,  so  far  as  I  could  judge.  .    .  ,  „         ,.    ^ 

Q.  Now  we  come  to  the  balance  of  the  stubs  that  you  havej  just  tell  me,  that 
is  ragged,  is  it? — A.  Yes.  «     a    v 

Q.  These  are  the  unused  ballots.     And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one? — A.  Yet*. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yen. 

Q.  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  And  that  one? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?    Just  watch  closely  as  I  go  over  them  ?— -A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  that  one? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  there  is  not  an  anused  ballot  (I  am  putting  this  question  to  you,  Mr. 
Cummings)  but  has  also  the  edge  to  the  right  of  Holmes  ragged  ? — A.  No,  not  that 
I  can  see. 

Q.  Not  one  ?  Now  we  will  take  the  ballots  that  are  marked  for  Mr.  McLean, 
we  will  take  McLean's  ballots,  these  are  marked  for  McLean.  These  are  the  thirty, 
that  is  ragged,  is  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  rr    -d,  is  it?— A.  Yos. 

Q.  That  is  ri        J,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  n        i,  is  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ri        i,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  waj        I.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes.  • 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  n d,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  n        1,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ri        d,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ri        1,  is  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  r\        d,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  apparently. 

Q.  Appareni  ^     eally,  isn't  it?    That  is  ragged,  is  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  ragged,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  then,  every  ballot  that  is  returned  as  a  McLean  ballot.  Every  one  of 
the  thirty  has  the  line  to  the  right  of  Holmes'  space  ragged  and  broken,  hasn't  it  ? 
— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  sir,  of  all  the  votes,  of  all  the  ballots  that  you  got,  the  only  ones  in 
which  the  line  is  unbroken  and  clear  and  distinct  are  these  fourteen  that  are 
endorsed  by  you  in  ink  ? — A.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  can  nee. 

Q.  Does  not  that  strike  you  as  rather  a  peculiar  thing  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Kussell. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  I  think  I  have  a  right  to  ask  him  this:  Sir,  doesn't  it  strike  you  as  a 
peculiar  thing  that  of  all  the  ballots  in  the  box  the  only  ones  different  nrom  the 
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Others  should  be  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes  and  should  be  of  the  few  that  are  eudorsed 
hj  yon  in  ink  ? — A.  I  cannot  account  for  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  account  for  this  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  on  your  oath  can't  you  account  for  it  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  another  thing,  I  will  just  call  your  atten- 
tion to  these  fourteen  ballots  now.  Now  sir,  Mr.  Cummings,  will  you  please  look 
at  these  as  I  place  them  out  before  you.  (Series  3).  Mr.  Cummings  just  leave  them 
down  there.  Now,  I  call  your  attention  to  these.  These  are  Mr.  Holmes  ballots.  I 
will  take  some  of  the  Holmes'  ballots  of  series  3.  Now,  I  will  take  tbem  at  random 
and  I  jast  want  you  to  see  them.  Now,  sir,  I  have  taken  these  at  random.  There 
should  bo  fourteen  there.  Now  sir,  I  call  your  attention  to  this.  Don't  you  see  that 
these  are  different  papei*6,  that  the  fourteen  ballots  are  of  different  paper  entirely 
from  the  others?    Now  sir? — A.  Ye8. 

Q.  Yes  they  are.  The  witness  says  yes  they  are.  That  is  in  your  judgment,  of 
course? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  the  fourteen  pa))ers  that  I  have  called  your  attention  to  as 
being  endorsed  in  ink,  that  you  have  sworn  practically  are  endorsed  in  ink,  are  on 
different  paper  from  the  rest  of  them  deposited  for  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes 
and  the  unused  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Different  paper  and  lighter  coloured  ? — A.  Lighter  paper.  They  don't  show 
through  so  much. 

(^  Different  and  lighter— the  14,  the  14  numbered  from  1  to  14;— 3-1  to  3-14 
inclusive.  Now  just  ten  me,  Mr.  Cummings,  you  say  these  14  numbered  ''series  3, 
1  to  14,"  are  lighter  and  on  heavier  paper  than  the  rest  in  your  eyes?— A.  Yes,  in 
my  judgment. 

Q.  Lighter  and  heavier? — A.  Yes,  whiter  and  heavier. 

Q.  That  is  your  judgment  and  there  is  no  question  about  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now  sir,  would  you  put  on  your  spectacles,  I  would  just  call  your  attention 
to  another  thing.  Would  you  please  put  on  your  spectacles  and  look  at  these.  Do 
you  see  a  peculiar  mark, — a  black  mark  touching  the  side  of  the  disc  near  the 
bottom  of  the  disc  on  Holmes'  ballot  that  does  not  cross  the  white  disc? — A.  On 
the  disc  ? 

Q.  No,  I  say,  it  does  not  cross  the  disc. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  we  will  go  over  them. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  that  same  line  in  this  (No.  14)  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  it  on  that  (No.  U)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  on  this  (No.  12)?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  The  same  on  that  (No.  1 1)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  on  that  (No.  10)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  on  that  (No.  9)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  on  that  (No.  8)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  on  that  (No.  7)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  on  that  (No.  6),  faintly,  it  is  so  dark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  (No.  5)?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  (No.  4)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  that  (No.  3)  ?— A.  Yot». 

Q    And  that  (No.  2)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  (No.  1)  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  on  each  one  of  these  14  ballots  of  series  3,  numbered  from  1  to  14  in- 
clusive, you  can  detect  a  mark,  a  line  rather,  near  the  bottom  of  the  disc  opposite 
Holmes'  name,  extending  on  each  side  of  the  disc,  but  not  running  through  it,  that 
is  correct,  U  it  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  I  would  ask  you  if  you  can  see  the  same  mark  on  any  of  these  others  ? 
A.  No. 

Q.  Now  another  thin^  I  show  you;  would  you  look  at  3-5  before  the  light, 
look  through  the  discs,  don  t  you  see  a  faint  series  of  lines  running  across  the  disc 
in  that  one  and  none  in  the  other  ? — A.  I  see  lines  in  both. 

Q.  You  see  lines  in  both,  you  think  ?  Well,  we  will  put  it  this  way,  if  you  do 
•re  they  not  much  more  distinct  in  this  one  than  that  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Now  we  will  take  another  one,  is  not  the  same  thing — bat  first  in  respect  of 
3-5,  the  paper  is  a  different  paper  from  the  ordinary  ballot  ? — ^A.  Tes. 

Q.  It  was  different  from  the  ordinary  ballot  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  I  will  call  your  attention  to  3-6,  is  not  that  a  different  paper  too  ? — A. 
Tes,  that  is  a  darker  paper. 

Q.  Now  here  is  3-10,  is  not  that  different  from  the  ordinary  ballot,  is  it  not  a 
different  paper? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  we  will  take  up  3-11,  is  not  the  same  true  of  thia,  and  this  has  lines 
across  ? — ^A.  No,  not  so  visible  as  the  other. 

Q.  You  consider  them  different  papers  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  I  will  call  your  attention  to  3-9,  is  not  3-9  also  different?— A.  That 
may  be  darker. 

Q.  Yon  consider  it  in  yoar  jadgmont  a  different  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  your  jadgment  they  are  different  papers? — A.  Not  all  the  same  quality 
exactly. 

Q.  Now  I  take  3-4;  now  is  not  the  same  thing  true  of  3-4,  that  is  different  from 
the  ordinary  one  in  yoar  jadgment  ? — A.  Yes,  that  appears  to  be  darker. 

Q.  And  appears  to  be  a  different  paper  ? — A.  Well,  I  sappose  it  signifies  that. 

Q.  Now  we  will  take  3-8  ;  is  that  not  trae  of  3-8  also? — A.  There  is  not  mach 
difference  on  that. 

Q.  Look  down  here  ? — A.  I  could  not  distinguish  very  much. 

Q.  But  still  there  is  a  difference  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  your  judgment? — A.  It  might  have  been. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  for  your  judgment ;  is  not  your  judgment  that  the  ballot  is 
a  different  paper? — ^A.  Well,  certainly  that  is  the  daker  of  the  two,  whether  on 
account  of  the  paper  or  the  ink  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  Now  don't  you  consider  they  are  a  different  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  we  will  take  No.  3-2  ? — A.  That  is  about  the  same  as  the  other  one;, 
this  is  the  daker  of  the  two. 

Q.  The  darkest  body  inside  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  think  the  paper  is  different? — A,  The  ink  is. 

Q.  How  about  the  paper  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  about  the  paper. 

Q.  What  is  your  judgment  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Well,  what  do  you  think  ?— A.  That  appears  to  be  the  thickest  paper. 

Q.  And  the  same  thing  is  true  of  3-3,  is  it  not;  feel  the  paper,  you  consider 
that  a  different  paper,  thicker  and  heavier? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  consider  the  same  thing  true  of  3-12  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  of  3-14,  is  it  not  ?    Feel  it.— A.  Well  it  looks  like  it 

Q.  And  this,  8-13?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  same  is  true  of  3-1,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  are  satisfied  in  your  own  mind,  are  you  not,  that  all  the  ballots  of 
series  3,  from  Nos.  1  to  14  inclusive,  are  different  paper  to  the  rest  of  the  ballots  t 
— A.  In  my  judgment. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  are  no  judge  of  paper  to  go  into  these  stubs? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Now  Mr.  Cummings,  you  have  already  sworn  that  these  initials  on  the  back 
of  all  these  ballots  are  in  your  handwriting? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  no  quehtion  about  that  ? — A.  No  question. 

Q.  And  how  do  you  account  for  that  fact  sir,  that  14  of  these  ballots,  marked 
for  Mr,  Holmes  are  endorsed  in  ink  when  none  of  Mr.  McLean's  are  initialled  in  ink, 
and  that  these  14  are  on  different  paper  and  apparently  printed  with  a  different 
machine?    How  do  you  account  for  that? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

By  Mr.  Tisdale: 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  I  cannot  account  for  it. 

By  Mr.  ^owell  : 

Q.  You  cannot  account  for  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  vou,  at  any  time  sir,  before  that  morning,  did  you  look  over  these 
ballots?— A.*  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Yoa  did  not  open  the  box  before  yoa  got  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  when  the  voter  oame  to  yon  for  a  ballot  paper,  what  did  yon  do  7— A. 
I  cat  a  ballot  off. 

Q.  You  cnt  one  off  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q^  And  then,  what  did  you  do? — A.  I  put  my  initials  on  it. 

Q.  And  what  else?— A.  I  handed  it  to  him,  the  voter.  I  handed  the  ballot 
folded  in  sueh  a  way  that  if  he  would  return  it  in  the  same  way  I  would  not  have  to 
nnfold  it. 

Q.  You  put  your  initials  on  the  back  of  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  jou  put  anything  on  the  counterfoil? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  A  number  on  the  counterfoil  corresponding  to  the  number  on  the  poll  book 
of  the  voter? — A.  No,  sir,  1  did  not. 

Q.  Then  how  could  you  tell  that  the  ballot  returned  to  you  was  the  same  ballot 
that  you  gave  to  him — that  they  were  the  same  ballot? — A.  I  could  tell  by  my 
iDitiais. 

Q,  But  might  they  not  be  other  initials  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  So  yon  had  no  way  of  identifying  the  ballot  that  he  brought  back  except  by 
your  initials  ? — A.  Except  the  initials  ;  no. 

Q.  You  put  no  number  on  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  you  were  required  to  put  a  number  on  the  counterfoil  by 
law?— A.  No,  1  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  closed  up  these  papera  ?  You  sealed  them,  did 
you?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  the  presence  of  Danoy  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Of  McManus?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  agents  preeeixt  at  the  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  sealed  them  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  at  that  time,  you  said,  you  bad  not  received  from  Dancy  any  power  of 
attorney  or  agency  for  Holmes  ? — A.  No,  I  had  not 

Q.  And  you  sealed  up  the  envelope  with  the  agencies  or  powers  of  attorney  in, 
didn't  you  ?— A.  Yes.    What  did  you  ask  ? 

Q.  You  sealed  up  an  envelope  with  these  papers  in  it?— A.  It  might  be  so;  I 
cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  It  might  be  so ;  yes.  Now,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  this :  You  never 
saw  that  paper  (Exhibit  5)  before  it  was  shown  to  you  this  morning? — A.  Not 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Eh  ?— A.  No,  I  think  not. 

Q.  How  did  it  come  to  be  returned  in  the  same  envelope  among  the  papers? — I 
cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  that  is  Mr.  Holmes'  signature,  is  it  not? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Now  I  put  this  question  to  you,  Mr.  Gummings.  in  view  of  all  the  facts  that 
you  have  given  to  us  only  this  morning,  about  thc^e  ballots,  will  you  swear,  sir, 
that  a  single  one  of  these  ^H  ballots  were  taken  by  you  from  that  parcel  of  ballots 
that  was  given  to  you,  and  the  remnants  of  which  are  here  ? — A.  I  cannot  positively 
swear. 

Q.  You  cannot  swear  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  won't  swear  a  single  one  of  these  fourteen  ballots  was  taken  by  you 
from  that  bundle? — A.  I  cannot  distinguish  one  ballot  from  the  other.  I  cannot 
swear  that. 

Q.  You  cannot  swear  that? — A.  No,  I  cannot  swear  that.  • 

Q.  Even  the  fact  of  the  initials  being  on  the  back  of  them  does  not  convince 
you  that  one  of  these  14  was  taken  from  that  bundle  ? — A.  It  must  have  been  so. 
It  most  have  come  off  the  ballotN*. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  it  did,  sir? — A.  I  would  not  swear  neither  ways. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  either  way  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Befleot  again.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  sir,  from  your  initials  on  the  back 
of  the  ballots,  of  those  ballots  that  a  single  one  of  these  14  ballots  were  received  by 
yoa  from  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Well  I  can  swear  it,  because  they  must  have 
becD  taken  off  the  bundle  I  got  in  the  ballot  box.  It  appears  to  me  from  the  difference 
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in  the  paper  and  the  lineB  yon  are  showing  to  me  that  is  the  odIj  difference,  a  veiy 
slight  difference  in  tome  cases.  I  canoot  swear  positively. 

Q.  1  will  put  the  question  at  greater  length.  Considering  the  fact  that  each  and 
every  one  of  these  14  ballot  papers  is  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes,  that  it  is  endorsed  in 
ink,  that  the  ballot  is  on  different  paper  and  that  the  printing  of  it  is  apparently 
different  on  account  of  the  jagged  line,  in  view  of  these  cit*cumstance8  sir,  are  yon 
prepared  to  say  that  you  got  a  solitary  one  of  these  14  ballots  fix^m  the  returning 
officer  ? — A.  I  cannot  swear  tdat. 

Q,  You  cannot  swear  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  Cannot  swear  it  Now  sir,  if  you  arc  not  prepared  to  swear  that  you  did  not 
get  them  from  the  returning  officer,  would  you  please  tell  me  where  you  might  have 
got  them  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  me  ? — A.  No.  I  must  have  got  them  from  the  returning 
officer.  That  is  my  judgment  in  my  respect. 

Q.  Are  you  not  satisfied  in  your  own  mind  that  these  are  not  the  ballot  papers 
that  you  gave  the  voters  that  went  in  to  vote? — A.  They  would  appear  to  be  the 
ballots.    I  gave  them. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  the  appearances  are  all  the  other  way  ? — A.  As  far  as  my 
judgment  is  concerned. 

Q.  You  have  sworn  these  are  your  signatures  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  on!y  one  bottle  of  ink  there  between  you,  between  the  clerk  and 
yourself  at  the  poll? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you — there  might  have  been  more.  I  think 
there  was  more  than  one  bottle  of  ink. 

Q,  You  think  there  was  more  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  Bwear  there  was  more? — A.  No,  I  will  not.  We  didn't  get  any  ink 
returned  to  us  at  all,  we  got  the  ink  from  the  neighbours. 

Q.  Now  I  will  call  your  attention  to  these  ballots;  on  the  back  of  them — if  you 
will  look  at  those  and  then  look  at  the  *'C'a  " — I  direct  your  attention  to  the  peculiar 
make  of  the  '*  C."  Is  that  the  "C  "  you  have  made  in  the  case  of  these  other  ballots 
for  Holmes  ? — A,  There  is  two  different  **  C's  "  here  at  once. 

Q.  The  "  0  "  on  these  is  chiefly  a  *'  C  "  of  that  kind  ?— A.  I  have  not  looked  over 
them. 

Q.  And  the  "  C  "  on  the  other  is  that  kind  ? — A.  Yes,  there  is  one  of  both  kinds 
here. 

Q.  Now  if  you  will  be  kind  enough  to  look  over  these  and  see  if  almost  without 
exception ? — A.  There  is  another;  there  is  another  different  "C,"  it  is  my  hand- 
writing all  right  ind  1  sometimes  write  tbe  one  oftener. 

Q.  Well  in  these  all  the  **C's"  are  of  this  form  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Fome  are  made  that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  I  a^ik  you  to  look  at  that  block  of  series  3  and  see  if  you  can  see  a  "  C" 
made  like  that,  the  long  ''C,"  see  if  you  can  find  one  made  like  that? — A.  These  are 
written  with  pencil  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  I  don't  care  what  they  are  written  with  ;  I  am  Jost-asking  you ? — ^A.  The 

<^C"  might  be  different  in  pencil  as  ink  as  a  rule. 

Q.  You  don't  see  in  all  the  remainder  of  Holmes'  ballots  the  initial  "C*  made 
what  we  would  call  a  long  "  C  ?  " — A.  No. 

Q.  It  is  all  the  short  •*  C  ?  "—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  I  will  ask  you  the  same  thing  with  respect  to  McLean's,  and  as  far  as 
they  are  concerned  there  is  not  a  single  long  **  C  "  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  That  is  correct  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  only  long  **  C  "  is  in  these  14  of  series  3  from  1  to  14  marked  in 
ink? — A.  Yes.    Some  others  are  marked  with  a  short  "C". 

Q.  Now  I  am  going  to  call  your  attention  to  yet  another  thing.  These  are  the 
ones  of  series  3  from  1  to  14;  now  sir,  I  am  going  to  ask  you  to  look  at  these,  which 
I  lay  out  here  on  the  table,  and  the  remainder  of  Holmes',  a  dozen  or  so  at  random 
which  I  lay  out  here  beside  the  others ;  are  not  the  crosses  in  these  14  ballots  almost 
uniformly  all  alike,  and  look  at  these  others  how  they  vary,  bi>^  and  little  and  all 
kinds,  do  you  notice  that,  sir  ? — A.  Yes,  they  are  pretty  near  uniform. 
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Q.  The  crosses  opposite  Holmes'  name  in  the  14  balloU  of  series  three  from  1 
to  14  are  pretty  nearly  uniform  ? — A.  Yei. 

Q.  Apparently  made  by  ihe  one  person,  are  they  not,  apparently  ? — A.  JSot 
much  difference. 

Q.  And  these  14  others,  taken  at  random  from  Holmes'  ballots,  vary,  big  and 
little  ?— A.  Some  of  them  vary  but  some  not ;  there  is  one. 

Q.  And  here  is  another,  and  here  are  some  big  and  more  little  ? — A  Tes,  there 
is  a  little  variation  in  some  of  them.  * 

Q.  Take  tioket  33,  now  there  is  another  one  of  these  endorsed  by  ink,  that 
seems  to  bo  a  genuine  ballot;  now  I  will  place  thatX  alongside  the  others,  don't 
70a  see  that  differs  entirely? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  genuine  papers  tbe  X's  differs  while  the  bogus  ballots,  us  we  might 
call  them,  are  uniform  in  size  ? — A.  Tes,  a  little  different. 

Q.  Now  there  is  another  one  of  the  genuine  ballots  endoi*sod  by  you  in  ink. 
No.  67 ;  1  will  lay  that  down,  does  not  that  differ  from  the  14  ?— A.  No,  not  much. 

Q.  Oh  I  but,  Mr.  Cummings,  exercise  your  eyes;  see  the  length  and  size  of  that 
X,  does  not  it  differ  from  the  other  14? — A.  There  is  one  as  long. 

Q.  No,  that  covers  the  whole  dis^c? — A.  Well  it  differs  a  little. 

Q.  Now  I  will  take  the  next,  No.  66,  that  is  a  genuine  ballot  too ;  now  that  is 
more  like  the  14,  is  it  not  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  is  68,  that  is  a  genuine  ballot  endortsod  in  ink,  that  is  much 
smaller  t&an  any  of  the  14? — A.  No,  it  is  not  any  smaller  than  that  one. 

Q.  Is  it  not  a  different  kind  of  X;  don't  you  see  these  are  more  at  right  angles  ? 
—A.  Yen. 

Q.  Then  all  of  the  ballots,  and  I  have  them  all  here,  that  are  endorsed  by  you 
in  ink,  the  fourteen  from  1  to  14  inclusive,  are  marked  very  uniformly  with  *  A"? 
-A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  *'  Xs  "  are  marked  almost  with  the  two  parts  of  the  *^  X  "  at  right 
angles  to  each  other? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  three  ballots  endorsed  with  ink  differ  from  each  other  i»ud 
differ  from  them,  don't  they,  as  to  the  consttruction  of  '*  Xs  ?  " — A.  There  is  a  little 
variation.     So  there  is  in  the  14. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  come  to  the  Holmes'  ballots  here,  sir.  Now,  Mr.  Cummings, 
I  am  going  to  call  your  attention  to  these.  You  see  a  difference  in  the  colour  in 
these  ballots  in  the  edges? — A.  I  see  one  white  one. 

Q.  There  is  an  upper  layer  that  is  black  and  the  centre  layer  is  white  and  the 
lower  layer  that  is  black?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  rfow,  that  is  quite  marked  and  distinct,  isn't  it  ?^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  would  you  please  look  and  see  if  these  white  ones  are  not  this  series, 
from  1  to  14,  series  3?— A.  3-14;  3-13;  3-12;  3-11;  3-10;  3-9;  3-8;  3-7;  3-6; 
3-5;  3-4;  3-3;  3-2;  3-1. 

Q.  If  the  honourable  gentleman  will  look  the  printer  has  dyed  the  edges  of  the 
black  in  the  one  case,  which  makes  it  black  on  the  edges,  but  these  are  not  dyed  and 
are  white  on  the  edges? — A.  Possibly. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Cummings,  I  will  call  your  attention  to  these,  which  are  also  in 
ink,  aren't  they  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Black  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  about  the  others? — A.  Not  quite  as  black. 

Q.  In  view  of  that  fact,  of  that  additional  fact,  are  you  not  of  the  belief  that  the 
ballots  that  3"ou  have  returned  here  are  not  the  ballots  given  you  by  the  returning 
officer,  so  far  as  numbers  1  to  14  in  series  3  go  ? — A.  Yes,  they  appear  to  be  different. 

Q.  They  appear  to  bo  different,  and  you  do  not  believe  now  that  these  are  the 
same  ballots  that  the  returning  officer  gave  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  swear  to  it. 

Q.  That  is  your  belief  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  if  it  is  your  belief  that  these  are  not  the  ballots  that  the  returning 
officer  gave  you,  how  do  you  account  for  their  being  changed  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell 
you. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  me  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  If  the  correct  ballots  were  put  in  the  box,  there  would  be  no  object  in  any- 
one 8ub8tituting  bogus  ballots  marked  for  Holmes  for  good  ballots  marked  for 
Holmes  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Qaostions  objected  to  by  Mr.  Eussell. 

By  Mr.  Fowtll: 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  how  the  change  was  made  in  these  ballots  from  the 
time  the  returning  officer  gave  them  to  you  until  thoy  are  produced  here  ? — A,  I 
cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  fsee  that  the  edges  of  these  have  been  cut,  so  far  as  the  unused  ballots 
are  concerned.  The  block  has  been  trimmed,  hasn't  it,  trimmed  off?  Look  there 
at  each  end,  cut  with  an  edge  even  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  true,  isn't  it  ?— A.  Apparently. 

Q.  That  is  correct,  is  it  not,  trimmed  off  straight  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  I  call  your  attention  to  these  14  ballots,  don't  you  see  they  are  wider 
by  about  onc-eighih  of  an  inch  than  the  block. — A.  I  do  not  see  very  much  difference. 

Q.  Stand  them  on  the  table;  don't  you  see  they  are  wider? — A.  There  is  no 
difference  that  I  can  see. 

Q.  No  difference,  Mr.  Cummings,  why  the  gentlemen  of  the  committee  can  see 
the  difference  from  here.  Now,  sir,  are  they  not  wider,  side  them  down,  are  not  the 
white  edged  ones  wider? — A.  Well,  a  little. 

Q.  And  that  block  had  been  trimmed,  had  it  not,  that  block  as  far  as  trimming 
is  concerned  is  in  the  same  condition  as  when  you  got  it  from  the  returning  officer? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  are  you  not  absolutely  sutisfied  that  these  fourteen  ballots  never 
came  from  the  returning  officer  in  that  block? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Ai  e  you  not  satisfied  ? — A.  They  appear  to  bo  difteront. 

Q.  Are  you  not  now  satisfied  ?— A.  Yes,  I  am. 

Q.  That  these  fourteen  ballots  did  not  come  from  the  returning  officer,  and  are 

rou  not  satibficd  that  you  never  tore  the  fourteen  ballots  out  of  that  book  ? — A. 
am  not. 

Q.  You  see  how  evenly  that  is  trimmed  there? — A.  Yes. 

<l.  And  you  see  how  even  the  other  end  is  trimmed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  if  these  were  removed  from  these  stubs,  can  you  conceive  how  it  is 
possibio  for  them  to  be  wider  than  the  stub,  being  in  a  book,  fastened  together,  and 
trimmed  with  a  machine? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  No  doubt  of  that;  are  you  not  satisfied  that  these  fourteen  ballots  never 
were  taken  by  you  out  of  that  book? — A.  It  would  appear  so. 

Q.  Are  you  not  satisfied,  sir,  in  your  own  mind  they  never  were  taken  out  of 
that  boi'k  ? — A.  T  could  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  would  not  like  to  swear  positively  to  it,  but  I  want  your  best  judgment 
on  it?-  A.  My  judgment  is  ihat  they  vary. 

Q.  That  they  are  different  and  could  not  come  out  of  that  book  ? — A.  They  are 
different. 

Q.  Vou  are  satisfied  of  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  they  could  not  have  come  out  of  that  book,  there  is  no 
question  about  that;  now,  Mr.  Cummings,  if  you  are  satisfied  as  to  that,  I  want  you 
to  explain  to  the  committee  how  these  fourteen  ballots  have  your  initials  on  the 
back? — A.  I  cannot  explain  it. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  they  never  came  out  of  that  book?— A.  To  my  judgment. 

Q.  You  have  told  me  you  are  satisfied  these  lourtcen  ballots  did  not  come  out  of 
that  book ;  had  you  any  other  source  of  getting  ballots  than  that  book  ? — .\,  No. 

Q.  Then,  sir,  how  are  you  prepared  to  explain,  if  you  are  satisfied  they  did  not 
come  out  of  that  book  and  you  had  no  other  way  to  get  ballots,  how  are  you  pre- 
pared to  explain  that  your  initials  are  on  the  back  ? — A.  I  cannot  explain  it. 

Q.  You  have  no  explanation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  they  didn't  come  out  of  the  book  ? — A.  According  to  my 
ju'Jgmoiit, 
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Q.  Ton  have  sworn  positively  these  are  yoar  initials  on  the  back? — A.  They 
appdar  to  be. 

Q.  And  still  yoa  can't  ^ive  this  committee  any  explanation  as  to  how  your 
initials  come  to  be  on  the  back  of  illegitimate  ballots? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Gummingfi,  will  you  tell  us,  sir,  is  your  recollection  sufficiently 
distinct  to  tell  us  the  people  with  whom  you  conversed  concerning  the  elections,  so 
&r  as  the  holding  of  the  election  is  concerned,  from  the  time  you  received  that 
ballot  box  from  the  returning  officer  until  election  day  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  had 
any  conversation  with  anyone  except  the  retui  ning  officer. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  had  no  conversation  with  any  one? — A.  In  regard  to 
elections,  I  don't  think  I  had.    1  would  not  positively  swear  it. 

Q.  Before  you  got  the  papers  from  the  returning  officer,  have  vou  any  recollec- 
tion as  to  having  any  conversation  with  any  person  concerning  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  concerning  your  being  appointed  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  No. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  had  not? — A.  I  will. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  when  the  voter  came  into  the  room  you  took  this  book,  this  ballot 
book,  and  you  tore  a  ballot  out  of  it? — A.  Tes.    Cut  a  ballot  out. 

Q.  You  cut  a  ballot  out,  you  put  your  initials  on  the  back  of  it,  you  didn't  fulfil 
jour  duty  by  putting  a  number  on  the  counterfoil  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  No.    You  gave  that  to  the  voter  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  took  it  into  the  room  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  He  brought  it  back?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  examined  it  to  satisfy  your  mind  it  was  the  same  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  not  have  satisfied  yourself  that  any  one  of  these  fourteen  was  the 
same? — A.  I  looked  at  my  initials;  it  was  the  only  way  I  had. 

Q.  You  looked  at  your  initial? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Hadn't  you  a  definite  place  to  mark  your  initial  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  you  had  not  a  place  fixed  in  your  mind  where  you  put  your 
initials  that  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  look,  sir,  on  the  backs  of  those  and  sec  if  you  can  find  a  single  exception 
in  these  thirty  Holmes'  ballots  to  the  system  of  writing  your  initials  on  that  line 
showing  through  the  paper,  the  edge  of  the  dark  portion  of  the  paper  to  the  right 
of  "Holmes"  and  "McLean"  dividing  the  dipcs.  Look  at  these  thirty  and  see  if 
you  can  find  a  solitary  exception  in  these  thirty  to  your  putting  your  initials  in  that 
place? — A.  Well,  there  is  not  much  variation. 

Q.  There  is  praciioally  no  variation? — A.  Not  much  variation. 

Q.  Now,  if  you  will  take  the  ballots  of  Mr.  Holmes  and  be  kind  enough  to  look 
from  this  No.  14  to  68,  and  see  if  there  is  practically  any  variation  from  that  rule 
you  adopted  in  the  others? — A.  There  is  not  much  variation  in  those. 

Q.  They  are  all  practically  endorsed  by  you  on  the  one  plan,  so  far  as  position 
is  concerned  ? — A.  Well,  apparently  they  are. 

Q.  Well,  there  is  no  good  in  saving  apparently? — A.  There  is  a  little  variation. 

Q.  A  little,  but  it  is  substantially  the  same? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  I  call  attention  to  ballot  13  of  series  3.  Look  at  that,  where  it  is  en- 
dorsed 7— A.  That  is  different. 

Q.  They  are  marked  transverse  of  the  ticket,  across  the  ticket? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  substantially  written  on  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  white  and 
Ibe  black  there  ?~A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  No.  13  is  marked  differently.  It  is  marked  the  longitudinal  way,  the 
length  of  Iho  ticket,  is  it  not?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  is  another  one  (3-12)  that  is  marked  right  at  the  top  on  the 
opposite  side  from  the  discs? — A,  Across. 

Q.  Now,  I  give  you  No.  14.  Where  is  that  marked  ?  Of  the  top  the  same 
place?— Yes. 

Q.  That  is  an  inch  from  where  the  others  are  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Does  it  strike  you  as  peculiar  that  this  variation  should  occur  in  the  case  of 
these  14?  Do  you  think  it  peculiar  that  this  variation  occurs  only  in  the  case  of 
Bome  tickets  of  the  14,  but  not  in  the  others? — A.  Well,  there  might  bo  a  little  pecu- 
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liarity  abont  it,  but  tho  potsiiioD  of  that  ballot  might  have  been  different.    The  posi- 
tion might  be  different  when  they  were  initialled. 

Q.  I  ask  this  quoalion:  When  you   put  your   hand  in  your  pooket  with  the 
counterfoil,  what  object  had  you  in  view  ? — A.  None  whatsoever. 

Q.  No  object  whatever  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  It  was  apparently  accidental,  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  not  accidental.  It  could 
not  be  apparently  accidental. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  it  for,  if  you  had  no  object  ?  -  A.  To  put  the  counterfoil  out 
of  the  way. 

Q.  You  were  sitting  at  a  small  table,  were  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  at  the  right  hand  end  of  the  table  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  next  you  on  your  left  was  the  clerk? — A.  The  clerk,  yes. 

Q.  And  right  in  front  of  you  the  ballot  box  ?    A.  Not  in  front  ot  me. 

Q.  Which  way?— A.  To  my  right. 

Q.  To  your  right?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  the  voter  came  by  the  end  of  the  table,  didn't  he  ? — A.  Yes,  to  my 
right  hand. 

Q.  By  the  end  of  the  table?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  advanced  up  tho  stage  to  screen? — A.  Ho  went  back  to  the  screen. 

Q.  Marked  his  ballot  and  then  came  out?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  he  parsed  you  as  bo  came  out  ho  gave  you  his  ticket  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  ballot  box  was  to  your  right  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  were  the  scrutineers  sitting? — A.  To  my  right. 

Q.  Square  off  to  your  right,  or  a  little  down  the  hall  ?  They  sometimes 
changed  their  seats,  but  they  wore  principally  on  the  right  hand  side.  And  a  little 
down  the  hall,  not  directly  opposite  ? — A.  Sometimes  opposite,  and  sometimes  a 
little  nearer  the  door.    I  think  they  did  not  remain  stationary. 

Q.  Weil,  generally,  instead  generally  of  being  right  opposite  yon  on  the  bench, 
they  were  on  tho  bench  a  liuio  nearer  the  door? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  the  ballot  box  was  between  you  and  them? — A.  In  some  cases  it  was. 

Q.  In  every  case  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  ? — A.  Sometimes  they  were  sitting  to  tho  left  of  me  on 
the  bench,  and  the  ballot  box  was  in  front  of  me  on  tho  right. 

Q.  They  were  sitting  to  the  right  of  you  all  the  time? — A.  Most  of  the  time. 
They  might  havo  gone  to  the  other  side. 

Q.  JDo  you  recollect  them  going  to  the  other  side  ? — A.  I  think  I  do. 

Q.  But  as  a  general  thing  the  ballot  box  would  be  between  them  and  you  ? — A. 
Not  necessarily  at  all. 

Q.  As  tho  voter  came  out  he  gave  you  his  ballot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  tore  it  off  ? — A.  Yes,  1  tore  it  off  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  And  rolled  tho  ballot  up  and  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  men  who  voted  question  your  handling  the  ballots,  that  is 
not  to  object  to  your  right  to  handling  thom,  but  raised  the  point  that  the  manner 
in  which  you  were  handling  thom  was  not  right  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  Joe  Thompson  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  he  raise  a  point  as  to  your  handling  the  ballots  ? — A.  Not  in  my 
presence. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  on  oath  that  he  never  spoke  about  monkeying  with  the 
ballots? — A.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  ho  didn't,  sir  ?--A.  I  will  posilivel}'. 

Q.  You  will  swear  he  didn't  in  your  presence  ? — A.  Yes* 

Q.  Do  you  know  William  Vrooman  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  decent  man  isn't  he  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Thompson  a  accent  man?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Vrooman  speaking  to  you  about  handling  ballots  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  do  so,  or  didn't  he  ? — A.  He  didn't, 

Q,  You  swear  positively  ho  did  not  ? — A.  I  do. 
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Q.  Don't  you  remember  when  Vrooman  came  out  from  voting  and  you  took  the 
ballot  and  put  your  band  into  your  pocket,  don't  you  remember  Vrooman  eyeing  • 
yon  or  staring  at  you  and  your  asking  what  he  was  staring  at  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  Didn't  that  take  place  ?— A.  No. 

Q^  And  didn't  he  in  reply  to  some  question  by  you  ask  you  what  you  were 
doing  with  the  ballots  or  say  he  was  looking  at  the  ballots  ? — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Who  were  these  two  gentlemen  you  met  at  Sands  ? — A.  One  gentleman. 

Q.  Who  was  that  gentleman  ? — A.  He  was  a  friend  of  Sands,  I  don't  know  his 
name. 

Q.  Did  you  never  see  him  before  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  Whore  did  you  see  him  ? — A.  He  was  working  for  McEwan  at  the  salt  mills* 

Q,  And  where  does  he  live,  in  Ooderich  ? — A.  I  think  he  lives  with  MoBwan^ 
he  is  something  of  a  relative  to  McEwan. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  I  think  he  lives  with  McEwan,  up  town. 

Q.  With  McEwan  in  Goderich?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  I  don't  know  his  name. 

Q.  You  had  seen  him  before? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  him  7 — ^A.  By  sight. 

Q.  You  had  spoken  to  him? — A.  Not  often. 

Q.  And  still  you  don't  know  his  name  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live,  what  portion  of  the  town  ? — A.  He  lives  going  up 
towards  McEwan's,  his  residence  is  when  you  pass  the  railway  bridge,  ou  the  right 
ude,  the  first  house  is  his,  a  brick  house. 

Q.  The  man  that  was  there  lives  on  the  same  street  as  McEwan,  in  Goderich, 
and  you  reach  it  over  the  railway  bridge,  the  first  house  after  crossing  the  bridge^ 
a  brick  house?— A.  That  is  the  gentleman. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  politico  with  the  gentleman  that  day? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Never  a  word  about  politics  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  the  elections  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Yon  told  Mr.  Powell  that  you  didn't  put  any  number  on  the  counterfoil  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  simply  put  the  initials? — A.  I  simply  put  my  initials. 

Q.  Now,  if  a  voter^iought  back  to  you  a  ballot  paper  having  the  counterfoil 
on  it  and  your  initials  on  it,  would  you  have  any  means  of  identifying  that  with  the 
paper  you  had  given  him  except  what  you  would  conjecture  to  be  your  initials  put 
there? — A.  No,  no  means. 

Q.  Would  it  be  possible— did  you  examine  the  colour,  thickness  or  print — of 
course  not,  that  was  on  the  face — the  outside  of  the  ballot  was  all  that  you  could 
see?— A.  That  was  all. 

Q.  Did  you  examine  the  colour  of  the  paper  of  the  ballots  or  the  thickness  or 
quality  when  the  ballot  was  given  back  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  simply  took  it  in  good  faith  from  the  voter,  tore  off  the  counterfoil  in 
the  way  that  has  been  described,  folded  it  and  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  have  said  to  Mr.  Powell  you  could  not  be  certain  these  14  ballots 
were  the  ones  given  to  you  by  tbe  returning  officer? — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  Could  you  be  certain  that  they  were  the  ones  given  by  you  to  the  voter  if 
yoQ  bad  not  numbered  tbe  counterfoil  ? — A.  That  is  tbe  same  position. 

Q.  Just  the  same  potsition  getting  it  from  the  voter  as  from  the  returning 
officer?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  to  say  it  might  be  possible  for  a  voter  to  bring  back  a  diflferent  ballot 
bearing  your  initials  and  for  you  to  fold  it  and  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  Ye.^. 

The  further  examination  of  the  witness  was  deferred,  and  the  committee 
adjourned  until  tomorrow,  at  10  a. m. 
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House  of  Commons, 

Friday,  2l8t  July,  1899, 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Flint  presiding,  in  the  absenoe  of  Mr. 
Fortin. 

Inquiry  re  the  last  Dominion  election  in  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron, 
resumed. 


Examination  of  Donald  Cumminqs  resumed  : — 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings,  will  you  look  at  the  ballots  that  wore  put  in  your  hand  the 
other  day,  those  fourteen  ballots  ? — A.  Which  way,  sir  ? 

Q.  Oh,  just  look  at  them.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  now  to  the  edges  of 
them  as  being  white  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  look  at  this  bundle  which  I  produce  and  tell  me  are  there 
some  with  white  edges  and  some  with  black  edges  among  ihem? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  I  want  that  identified  as  produced  by  Mr.  Todd  as  the  official  ballots  unused 
and  returned  from  one  of  the  districts  I  do  not  care  which — No.  1  Ashfield.  These 
are  the  unused  official  ballots  returned  to  the  returning  officer  and  now  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  Clerk  of  the  Crown  in  Chancery  as  having  been  sent  by  tho  returning 
officer  to  the  district  of  Ashfield  No.  1.  Now,  there  is  alpo  produced  No.  2  Ashfield. 
I  want  you  to  look  at  both  edges  and  say  if  they  aro  not  white  and  black,  indiscrim- 
inately ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  just  want  the  Chairman  to  initial  this  baioh  as  a  bundle  later  on.  Now,  I 
want  you  to  look  at  those  ballots,  Mr.  Cummings.  You  can  look  at  the  one  which  is 
on  the  face  first,  and  then  we  can  see  if  the  others  are  alike.  This  is  a  batch  of  ballots 
identified  simply  by  the  Chairman.  Just  look  at  the  first  one  and  compare  it  with 
tho  one  before. — A.  Yes,  sir,  will  I  take  it  out. 

Q.  Yes,  if  you  require  to,  only  put  it  back  in  the  right  place,  that  is  all.  I 
want  you  to  tell  me  whether  this  ballot  one  that  the  Chairman  has  identified,  and 
one  of  the  fourteen  referred  to  yesterday — I  am  asking  the  witness  to  compare  one 
of  these  from  the  bundle  which  the  Chairman  has  identified  as  No.  3,  in  Godorich 
township.  Now,  I  want  you  to  compare  this  ballot,  this  ballot  from  Gk>derich 
township,  with  this,  which  is  one  of  the  fourteen.— A,  Yos,  bir. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  if  you  notice  any  difference  between  them,  or  if  they 
are  exactly  alike,  whether  this  ballot  has  not  all  the  same  peculiarities  as  were 
pointed  out  in  these  fourteen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  straight  edge  ?— A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  tho  lull-stop  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  tho  absence  of  a  jog  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(i.  And  this  little  flaw,  up  there? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  say  whether  in  every  respect  this  ballot  is  not  exactly  the 
same  as  that  ballot  ? — A.  It  is  so  near  it— there  is  a  white  band  there, 

Q.  A  white  band  there,  and  not  a  white  band  there  ? — It  is  cut  oflT. — A.  The 
white  baud  is  on  the  top. 

Q.  You  find  a  white  band  on  the  one  underneath  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  first  one  that  we  compared  was  No.  3-11,  I  compared  No.  3-11  with 
the  ballot  from  the  group  of  Goderich  ballots,  and  he  says  that  it  is  all  the  same 
except  that  No.  3  has  no  white  band  underneath.  Then  I  asked  him  to  take  No.  3-5 
and  be  ^ays  that  is  tbe  same  and  has  the  band  underneath.  You  have  looked  at 
these  enough  to  satisfy  yourself,  th<>y  are  made  off  the  same  die. — A.  Yes,  sir;  they 
are  made  off  the  same  die? 
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Q.  I  WAQt  yoa  to  assiBt  me  iq  raoning  over  these  jast  to  tell  if  there  are  differ- 
rencea  in  the  ftppearaoce  of  the  paper. — A.  That  appears  to  be  a  little  whiter  than 
that 

Q.  Doep  that  appear  to  be  sabetaDtially  the  same  as  this.  This  Ooderich  ballot 
and  this  handle  of  ^artcen  so-called  bogns  ballots  ? — A.  Thef  are  snbstantially  the 
same. 

Q.  Mr.  Borgeron  says  he  did  not  hear  what  yon  said  with  regard  to  the  quality 
of  the  paper  in  the  Goderioh  township  ballots  and  these  fourteen. — A.  They  are 
Babstantially  the  same  to  my  sight. 

By  Mr.  Morrison : 
Q.  They  appear  to  bo  the  same  paper?— A.  They  appear  to  be  the  same  paper. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  In  these  GkKJerich  township  ballots  do  yon,  or  do  yon  not,  find  a  different 
kind  of  paper.    Now,  just  look  at  them  in  a  general  way,  yon  know.    There  are  two . 
that  aeem  to  be  different. — A.  Tes.    * 

Q.  There  is  one  that  seems  to  be  the  same  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  we  will  run  oyer  them  7 — A.  The  next  one  there  is  darker  again. 

Q.  Now,  I  just  want  to  ask  yon,  speaking  generally  about  those,  what  do  you 
Bay  as  to  the  paper.  These  are  the  (roderich  township  ballots.  You  say  there  are 
diferencee  in  the  paper.  Some  of  them  are  lighter  than  the  fourteen  we  examined 
yesterday,  and  some  are  darker? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  it  1—A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 
Q.  Differeuoea  in  colour  ? — A.  In  colour. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  Are  there  differences  in  the  texture  of  the  paper.  Do  you  notice  any  dif* 
ference  between  that  and  the  fourteen  ? — A.  No,  I  am  not  an  expert. 

Q.  And  these  fourteen  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  tell  any  difference. 

Q.  You  can  see  no  difference  between  the  texture  of  these  Groderich  township 
ballots  and  those  fourteen  put  in  yesterdy  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  Now  I  want  you  to  observe,  Mr.  Oummings,  that  all  these  Goderioh  township 
ballots  were  marked  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  are  all  McLean  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  for  the  purpose  of  comparison  you  see  that  is  one  of  those  we  were 
wing  yesterday  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  is  ono  of  the  Goderich  township  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  now  we  will  make  a  little  more  exact  companson  about  these  ;  can 
you  discover  any  difference  in  the  ballots  in  the  width  ? — A.  No,  none. 

Q,  Comparing  these  two  ballots,  one  of  which  you  perceive  is  one  of  the  14  that 
were  called  bogus  ballots  yesterday,  and  this  ballot  from  Goderich  township  cast  for 
Mr.  McLean,  I  want  to  see  whether  the  size,  the  width  of  the  two  ballots  is  not 
absolutely  the  same  ? — A.  Yes,  just  the  same. 

Q.  And  look  again  at  the  general  features  of  the  ballot,  the  full  stop  and  the 
others  ? — A.  There  is  the  white  of  that  one. 

Q.  Oomparing  the  place  where  it  is  good  it  is  from  the  same  die,  of  the  same 
characteristics  in  every  particular  as  the  one  I  have  selected  from  the  14  used 
yesterday  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings,  you  made  your  statement  yesterday  that  you  had  initialled 
all  these  ballots  ;  I  want  to  ask  you,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  did  you  initial  any  ballots 
bat  those  handed  to  the  voters  in  the  booth  ? — A.  None. 
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Q.  I  suppose,  Mr.  CummiDgB.  that  in  speaking  of  your  initials  on  these  ballots 
as  to  which  you  were  questioned  yesterday  you  assumed  the  same  ballot  was  being 
put  into  your  hand  which  you  had  handed  to  the  voters  ? — A.  Just  the  same. 

Q.  If  this  committee  should  find  out  they  were  not  the  same  then  what  about 
initials  ? 

Mr.  Tisdale  objeoted  to  the  question  and  Mr.  Russell  withdrew  it. 

Q.  You  observe,  Mr.  Cummings,  that  these  ballot  papers  which  I  handed  to 
you  a  moment  ago  and  which  you  were  comparing  with  the  14  Mr.  Powell  occupied 
BO  much  time  on  j-esierday,  were  all  of  these  ballots  which  were  exactly  of  the  same 
form  and  shape  and  from  the  same  die  and  with  the  same  defects  and  peculiarities 
as  the  ones  Mr.  Powell  was  speaking  of  yesterday — these  14  so  called  bogus  ballots 
— and  that  every  one  of  them  was  marked  for  McLean  ? — A.  \es. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings,  the  question  was  asked  you  yesterday  with  reference  to  the 
manner  in  which  you  deposited  in  the  ballot  box  the  ballot  paper  you  received  from 
the  voter  after  he  had  gone  behind  the  screen  and  marked  it  and  came  back  and 
give  it  to  you  ;  I  ask  you  on  your  oath  are  you  prepared  to  pledge  your  oath  that 
you  put  in  the  ballot  box  the  identical  ballot  paper  that  each  voter  handed  to  you 
when  he  came  from  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  no  other  paper  ?— A.  No. 

By  Mr,  Powell: 

Q.  Just  look  here  at  these  Goderich  township  ballots,  are  not  the  statements 
you  made  respecting  the  two  ballots  that  Mr.  Russell  showed  you  generally  true 
with  respect  to  all  the  ballots  deposited  for  Mr.  McLean  at  the  third  Goderich  town- 
ship booth? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  what  you  said  about  the  similarity  of  the  bogus  ballots,  the  similarity 
in  the  ajmearance  of  the  bogus  ballots  to  the  ballots  from  Goderich  towny'hip. 

Sir  Louis  Davies  objected  to  the  use  of  the  term  **  bogus." 

Q.  The  so  culled  bogus  ballots.  Now  we  will  withdraw  the  term  **  bogus," 
withdraw  that  from  your  mind.  Mr.  Russell  showed  you  two  ballots  of  the  14  bal- 
lots in  the  poll  that  you  presided  over  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  said  in  their  general  appearance  and  in  detail  they  i^esemblcd  two 
ballots  that  he  showed  you  that  were  taken  fix^m  this  list  in  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  remember  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  Now  1  ask  you  if  these  two  ballots  taken  from  the  poll  in  which  you  pre- 
sided and  shown  you  by  Mr.  Russell  are  not  in  general  details  similar  to  those  depo- 
sited for  Mr.  McLean  in  Goderich  ? — A.  Not  similar  in  all  details,  some  of  these  are 
different. 

Q.  But  almost  all  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 
Q.  From  the  same  die  ? — A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Now,  if  you  will  let  me  see  them.  Look  at  these  again;  these  are  the 
ballots  cast  for  Holmes  in  No.  3,  Goderich  township? — A.  Yes,  air, 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  these  again.  Now,  the  ballots  that  are  deposited  for 
Holmes,  these  were  the  ballots  in  Goderich  township  No.  3  are  the  same  general 
character  as  were  deposited  for  McLean  in  the  other  polling  subdivision  ? — A.  Yea. 

Cj.  And  would  you  consider  them  the  same  run  ot  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 
Q.  Add  the  same  run  of  ballots  as  the  fourteen  ? — A   Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Now,  yoa  bavo  already  sworn  to  as  that  those  fourteen  ballots  particularly 
mentioned  in  regard  to  tbe  booth  you  presided  over  were  of  a  different  width  from 
the  block  of  ballots  that  were  given  you  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Were  different  ballots  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then,  if  you  have  formed  any  judgment  about  the  identity  of  these 
ballots,  do  you  or  do  you  not  think  these  14  ballots  came  from  the  same  official 
source  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Russell  and  Sir  Louis  Davies. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Then,  I  will  put  it  this  way.  If  these  are  the  official  ballots  and  oame  from 
the  official  sources— these  that  are  shown  you  from  the  Goderich  township  No.  3 — 
your  opinion  is  those  12  or  14  ballots  spoken  of  which  came  from  ihe  booth  over 
which  you  presided  are  of  the  same  general  character. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Eussell. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  The  question  I  am  asking  yon  is  this.  From  looking  at  these  14  ballots  do 
yoa  say  that  they  are  in  all  respects  similar  to  the  ballots  deposited  for  M.r.  Holmes 
and  Mr.  McLean  in  district  No.  3,  Goderich  township  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  tell. 

By  Mr.  Eussell : 

Q.  I  just  want  you  to  look  at  these  now  which  I  have  taken  care  to  make  per- 
fectly flush  on  this  edge,  and  to  ask  you  if  there  is  any  difference  in  the  width  of 
them? — A.  Tes,  there  is  a  difference  in  the  width.  Some  narrower  and  some  wider. 

Q.  Those  are  the  No.  3  Goderich  township  ballots  which  were  cast  for  Holmes  ? 
^A.  Yes,  I  would  say  there  is  about  a  sixteenth  of  an  inch  between  them. 

Q.  They  vary  in  width? — A.  They  are  varied  in  width. 

Q.  You  found  the  same  difference  in  width  in  that  batch  of  ballots  that  you 
foDud  yesterday  between  the  14  ballots  and  the  other  ballots  with  which  they  were 
compared  yesterday? — A.  Yes,  equally,  if  not  more. 

Q.  And  these  were  not  the  ballots  that  were  in  your  booth  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  These  are  the  ballots  that  Mr.  Powell  showed  you  five  minutes  ago  from  No. 
3,  Goderich  township  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  they  differ  in  width  among  themselves  just  in  the  same  way  as  those  14 
differed  from  the  other  ballots  with  which  they  were  compared  yesterday  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  same  thing  with  regard  to  the  difference  of  width  applies  to  the 
ballots  from  the  third  division  of  Goderich  township  that  are  cast  for  McLean. 
They  are  flushed  on  this  edge  and  there  is  a  variation  of  abount  a  sixteenth  of  an 
inch  on  this  outer  edge? — A.  There  is. 

Q.  As  to  the  length  of  them  you  observe  one  edge  of  them  is  rough  and  they 
vary?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  attention  was  called  to  the  ballots,  the  14  ballots,  I  mean,  yesterday 
and  yon  were  asked  if  the  crosses  were  all  of  the  same  size  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  not  the  crosses  on  those  two  ballots  of  a  very  different  size? — A. — Yes. 

Q.  These  ballots  I  have  just  spoken  of  Mr.  Borden,  were  3-8  and  3-3. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  You  were  not  busy  all  the  time  during  the  day  there? — A.  No. 
Q.  You  would  have  some  moments  of  leisure  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  these  moments  of  leisure  did  you  put  yon  initials  upon  a  few  ballots 
in  advance? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  not  do  that  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  only  put  them  on  as  the  voters  came  in  ?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  didn't  put  your  initials  upon  the  ballots  beforehaud  ? — A,  No,  1  did 
not  to  the  best  of  my  belief. 

Q.  Will  you  Bwear  to  thai? — A.  Yes,  I  did  not  do  it. 

Witness  was  allowed  to  retire. 


Jambs  Watson,  sworn:— 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  James  Watson  is  No.  81  on  the  polling  book.  You  reside  in  Colborno? 
Mr.  Watson  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yon  voted  at  No.  4  Golborne  at  the  last  Dominion  eleetion  held  on  the 
2l8t  of  February  last?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  returning  officer  was  Mr.  Donald  Gummings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ^o  behind  the  screen  and  mark  it? — A.  Yee. 

Q.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? — A.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  Eobert  McLean,  for  whom  did  yon  mark  your  ballot  ? 
—A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  How  did  you  mark  it? — A.  With  a  cross  in  the  usual  wav. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  the  cross  ? — A.  On  the  right  hand  side  of  his  name. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  there  reserved  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  ? — A.  A  bare  space. 

Q.  A  circular  white  space  ? — A.. Yes. 

Q.  You  put  a  cross  in  that  opposite  McLean's  name? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  and  folding  it  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I 
came  out,  gave  it  into  Cummings'  hand  and  stood  there  till  I  seen  him  unfold  it.  I 
had  folded  it  a  little  too  fine  I  suppose.  I  should  have  folded  it  just  together  bat  I 
folded  it  over  the  second  time.  He  folded  it  over  and  placed  it  down  Uiis  way  and 
placed  his  finger  between  it  this  way;  he  tore  the  countei'foil  ofiT and  put  this  small 
counterfoil  in  his  coat  pocket.  He  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and  folded  up  the  ballot. 
He  held  the  ballot  with  his  left  hand  and  held  the  counterfoil  with  his  riffht  and 
then  he  took  the  two  hands  and  folded  the  ballot  up  smaller  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  stood  there  while  he  was  doing  that  ? — A.  Yes;  some  walked  out  but 
I  stood  there  about  three  feet  back  and  just  kept  my  eyes  on  him  till  I  seen  it  go 
in  the  box. 

Q.  Had  you  any  particular  reason  for  doing  that  ? — A.  Well,  no,  I  partly 
thought  it  was  my  place  to  see  it  go  there. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  what  the  condition  of  the  floor  was  ? — A.  Well,  there  was 
smoking  going  on  and  spitting  and  such  like. 

Q.  Was  there  any  snow  outdoors  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  slush. 

Q.  Was  there  any  of  that  on  the  floor  ? — A.  Oh,  yee,  the  snow  on  the  2l8t  of 
February — they  were  sitting  round  the  stove  in  the  north-east  corner  of  the  building 
tftlking.    I  do  not  generally  remain,  1  have  other  work  on  my  faim  to  attend  to. 

Q.  Was  the  floor  in  a  very  great  state  of  neatness  ? — A.  No,  it  waa  not  in  any 
great  neatness,  you  cannot  expect  it  in  the  spring  of  the  year  that  way. 

By  Mr.  Russell  i 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote  do  you  remember,  as  nearly  as  you  can  Mr. 
Watson?— A.  It  was  about  3.30. 

Q.  In  the  afternoon  ? — A.  Between  that  and  4.  I  did  not  wait  for  the  close  of 
the  poll  for  the  recount. 

Q.  This  was  in  No.  4  Golborne? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  presiding  officer  of  that  Mr.  Gummings  was  there? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Mr.  Tobin,  you  know  him  I  sappose,  the  poll  olerk,  he  entered  yoar  name 
OD  his  book.    Of  coarse  yoa  might  not  remember  that.    No  answer. 

Q.  Mr,  McManns  was  there,  the  soratineer  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Edward  Shaw  was  there,  scrutineer  for  Mr.  McLean  also?— A.  Tes,  Mr. 
Shaw. 

Q.  And  was  Mr.  Lawson  there  ? — A.  Tes,  sir,  Mr.  Lawson. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Ghisholm  there  too  7— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  you  did  not  obseiTe  anything  wrong  with  your  ballot,  it  went  in  all 
ri^ht? — A.  lio,  sir,  I  cannot  remember  anything  wrong  with  my  ballot 

Q.  You  were  asked  afterwards  to  mako  a  declaration  about  the  fact  of  having 
TOted  for  McLen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Waa  the  declaration  made  a1  your  house  or  in  town  ? — A.  In  Goderich.  I 
happened  to  be  in  town  and  Mr.  McLean  requested  me,  if  I  would  have  any  objection, 
I  said  "  not  in  the  least".  As  I  had  never  voted  on  the  Conservative  side  in  my  life. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  the  least  objection? — A.  I  thought  the  Conservative 
party  lor»ked  upon  me  wiih  suspicion. 

Q.  You  were  too  good  for  them  ? — A.  I  had  said  before  the  election  I  would 
vote  for  McLean  if  he  would  some  out. 

Q.  And  BO  McLean  asked  you  if  you  would  make  a  declaration  ? — A.  I  did  not 
know  I  was  going  to  sign  a  declaration,  I  thought  I  would  be  sworn  in  the  usual 
way. 

Q.  Yes,  well  tne  declaration  was  read  over  to  you  I  suppose  ?  —A.  The  declara- 
tion was  read  over. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it.  Of  course  you  were  not  sworn  to  it. — A.  I  asked  "  why 
don't  you  swear  me  ",  and  he  said  no  it  is  not  necessary.  I  didn't  swear  on  the  bible. 

Q.  In  whose  presence  was  this  declaration  made  ? — A.  In  Bobert  McLean's. 

Q.  In  the  presence  of  Bobert  McLean. — ^A.  And  Joseph  Beck  and  Marshall 
JohDson,  barrister. 

Q.  Marshall  Johnson  and  who  else  do  you  say? — ^A.  Bobert  McLean. 

Q.  These  three  persons,  where  was  it  done. — A.  In  Marshall  Johnson's  office. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  McLean  there  in  Marshall  Johnson's  office  ? — A.  No,  I 
was  passing  on  the  street  and  I  called  at  McLean's,  I  generally  get  a  beef  there. 

Q.  You  deal  with  McLean  ? — A.  I  generally  deal  in  the  shop  and  I  was  deliver- 
ing hay. 

Q.  Yon  mean  Mr.  McLean  the  candidate,  of  course? — A.  Yes,  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Where  did  you  first  meet  Mr.  McLean,  where  did  he  first  speak  to  you  about 
the  declaration  ? — A.  He  was  walking  along  the  street  and  I  passed  him  with  my 
team  and  he  hailed  me  and  he  asked  me  would  I  have  any  objection  to  go  over  to 
Mr.  Johnson's,  as  he  was  intending  to  see  about  how  the  parties  that  were  supposed 
to  vote  tor  him  did  vote. 

Q.  Ho  was  going  to  bring  them  down  to  the  wrinkle,  and  you  think  he  sup- 
posed he  had  his  doubts  about  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  party  had  their  doubts  about  you  ? — A.  I  thought  probably  some  of  the 
party  in  the  riding  had  suspicion,  they  had  it  on  some,  I  know. 

Q.  But  he  had  doabts  about  you  and  he  asked  you  would  you  have  any  objec- 
tion to  making  a  declaration  that  you  had  voted  for  him  ? — A.  i  es. 

Q.  And  you  had'nt,  because  you  did  vote  for  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  say  you  deal  with  McLean? — A.  I  buy  stock  irom  him  and  I  think  it 
is  right  I  should  deal  there. 

Q.  What  is  the  extent  of  your  dealings  with  him,  Mr.  Watson? — ^A.  I  some- 
times sell  him  $150  in  the  year  in  lambs,  and  he  has  been  buying  from  me  this 
last  four  or  five  years, 

Q.  You  would  naturally  wish  to  accommodate  him  ? — A.  Yes,  although  not 
ivqaested.    1  was  never  requested  by  Mr,  McLuan  to  vote  for  him. 

Q.  You  were  requested  to  make  the  declaration  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  drew  up  the  declaration  ? — A.  Marshall  Johnson. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — A.  I  signed  it ;  I  said  ''  read  that  over  first " ;  I  stai*ted 
it  first  myself  and  then  he  read  it,  I  kept  my  eyes  on  it,  on  the  print ;  it  was  partly 
priated. 
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Q.  What  part  did  Joseph  Beok  take  in  the  businesB  ? — A.  He  took  little  or  no 
part  in  the  room,  nothing. 

Q.  Was  he  there  when  you  went? — He  was  in ;  he  had  nothing  to  say  regard- 
ing it;  he  was  sitting  to  one  side  like. 

Q.  I  was  asking  yon  about  Beck  because  I  wanted  to  know  whether  he  was  a 
magistrate  or  not  ? — A,  No.  I  had  no  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Beck  happened  to  be  there? — A.  He  was  in  the  oflSce  when  I  went  in. 

Q.  But  it  was  Johnson  you  went  in  to  see  ?^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  tell  me  exactly  what  took  place  when  you  called  ? — A.  I  was  acquainted 
with  Johnson.  He  said,  McLean,  "  will  your  team  stand,  Watson.'*  1  roiled  the 
lines,  opened  the  door. 

Q.  And  he  read  it  over  to  you  ? — A.  He  read  it  over  to  me  and  I  signed  it  and 
went  out. 

Q.  That  is  all  that  took  place  ? — A.  That  is  all  that  took  place. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  I  understand  you  have  been  always  known  as  a  Liberal  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  Mr.  McLean  came  out  you  voluntarily  said  you  would  vote  for 
him  ? — A.  I  bad  said  it  before  he  was  ever  nominated. 

Q.  That  you  would  vote  for  him  ? — A.  Yes,  he  had  done  a  great  deal  for  our 
town  and  was  a  great  business  man  in  our  county. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him?— A,  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  it  in  any  way  it  would  get  to  him  ? — A.  No. 

The  witness  was  discharged. 


Joseph  C.  MoCann,  No.  92  on  the  poll  book,  sworn : — 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Col  borne? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  merchant  or  farmer,  or  what  is  your  occupation,  Mr.  McCann  ? — 
A.  Faimer. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  held  on  the  21st  day  of  February, 
1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  No.  4  Colborne  where  Mr.  Donald  Gummings  was  deputy 
returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  received  a  ballot  from  Mr.  Gummings  for  the  purpose  of  marking  it  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  went  into  the  compartment  and  marked  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A,  For  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  How  did  you  mark  it,  where  did  you  put  the  cross? — A.  Fornenst  Robert 
McLean's  name  on  the  right  band  side. 

Q,  Just  show  me  where  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  There. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  space  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name.  After  marking 
the  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  folded  it  up. 

Q.  And  then  ? — A.  Carried  it  out. 

Q.  And  what  then? — A,  Gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  Mr.  Gummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  the  same  ballot  he  had  given  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  After  delivering  the  ballot  to  him  did  you  remain  or  go  out  ? — A.  I  remained 
a  short  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  he  did  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  Well,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge he  tore  the  counterfoil  off  and  put  it  in  his  right  hand  pocket  and  put  the 
ballot  I  supposed  I  give  him  into  the  box. 

Q.  That  is  as  far  as  you  observed  ? — ^A.  That  is  as  far  as  I  observed. 
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By  Mr.  Bus$eU  : 

Q.  Ton  looked  at  him  while  he  was  doing  (hat  ? — A.  Well 

Q.  Too  saw  depaty  returning  officer  GnmmiDge  when  he  put  the  ballot  into  the 
box  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  watched  the  operation  ?  You  had  sufficient  interest  in  yoar  vote  to 
look  at  it  and  see  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  he  pat  into  the  box  the  ballots  jou  gave  him  ? — A.  I  suppose  he  did. 

Q.  Didn't  you  suppose  he  did  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  h.  dicT. 

y.  About  what  time  of  the  day  was  it,  in  the  morning  or  afternoon  ? — A.  It 
was  in  the  afternoon. 
I       Q.  Then  you  would  find  about  the   ]/oUing  booth  a  pretty  large  number  of 
;  people?    McMunus  was  there  I  suppose  ?  or  did  you  notice  who  was  there  ? — A. 
I  Tee,  McMauus  was  there. 

Q.  Mr.  McManus  was  there  and  Mr.  Shaw  ?— A.  No,  I  didn't  notice  Mr.  Shaw. 

(i.  Did  you  notice  McManus  ? — A.  Yes. 
I       Q.  He  was  looking  on,  intbrested  in  the  voting  ? — A.  He  was  sitting  back  on 
i  the  Bide. 

Q  Then  you  afterwards  came  to  make  a  statement  about  this  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  UH  how  you  came  to  do  that  ?  Where  you  made  it  ?  What  led  you  to 
make  the  written  statement  you  tell  us  about  ? — A.  Well,  I  thought 

Q.  Who  asked  you  to  make  the  declaration  ?  That's  all  I  want  to  know,  where 
and  how,  and  under  what  circumstances  you  made  it  ?  Who  asked  yon  to  make 
it?~A.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  I  met  him  in  Mr.  Hayes'  office. 

Q.  In  Mr.  Hayes'  office  ? — A.  Not  when  he  asked  me. 

Q.  When  you  first  met  him,  where  was  it  ? — A.  1  just  don't  remember  where  I 
first  met  him. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  come  to  Mr.  Hayes'  office  ? — A.  He  said  we  could  do  it 
there  or  at  another  place  if  I  was  willing. 

Q.  Willing  to  do  what  ?— A.  To  sign  this  declaration, 

Q.  Did  show  you  the  declaration — this  paper  ? — A.  After  I  got  to  the  place  he 
showed  it  to  me. 

Q.  After  you  got  to  Hayes*  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  showed  you  this  writing,  this  paper  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  took  place  about  the  paper? — ^A.  I  simply  signed  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  sign  it  without  reading  it,  of  course  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  didn't  read  it 
all  over. 

Q.  You  did  not  read  it  all  over,  and  it  was  not  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  I  didn't 
read  it  ail  over. 

Q.  It  was  not  read  over  to  you,  and  you  did  not  read  it  all  over  yourself  but 
JOQ  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  then  having  signed  it,  was  there  anything  further  took  place  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  present  there  at  the  time,  was  McLean  there  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  McLean  was  there  and  Mr.  Hayes  also. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  a  lawyer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  in  his  office  T — Yes. 

Q.  And  was  there  anyone  present  except  these  two  and  youself  ? — A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  After  you  signed  the  paper  what  then  took  place. — ^A.  I  went  out  and  went 
off  home. 

Q.  A  paper  which  was  not  read  over  to  yon,  and  the  whole  of  it,  at  all  events 
yoa  did  not  yourself  read,  you  signed  and  went  out  and  went  home  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  course  there  was  no  book  put  to  you,  no  oath  or  anything  like  that  ? A 

Ko. 

Q.  You  simply  signed  the  paper  the  same  as  you  would  sign  a  promissoty  note  ? 
■^•A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Except  that  if  it  was  a  promissory  note  you  would  take  care  to  read  it  over 
or  have  it  read  to  you  ?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  The  form  of  yoar  Bi^natare  was  the  same  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  oot  asked  to  swear  to  aoythiog  at  aoj  time  of  coarse? — A..  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Of  coarse  if  yoa  had  been  asked  to  swear  to  aDything,  yoa  would  have  had 
it  read  over  to  yoa  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Or  else  you  woald  have  read  it  over  yoarself  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  £at  yoa  were  uot  asked  to  sweai*  to  this  and  therefore  yoa  were  satisfied 
with  what  yoa  heard  aboat  it.    Is  that  correct? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  satisfied. 

Q.  Yoa  were  proceeding  to  tell  me  something  and  I  think  I  stopped  you.  I 
am  not  sare,  bat  I  think  yoa  were  going  on  to  say  that  for  some  reason  yoa  were 
anxious  to  show  McLean  that  you  voted  for  him  or  something  like  that.  Was  it 
anything  like  that  you  were  going  to  say  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  was  it  you  were  about  to  say  when  I  asked  you  about  the  signing  of 
the  paper. — A.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  I  was  asking  you  how  you  cam^  to  sign  this  paper,  and  you  said  you  thought 
something,  and  I  said  I  thought  you  had  no  right  to  tell  us  what  your  thoughts 
•^ere  ? — A.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  dealings  with  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  What  is  the  nature  of  them — ^you  buy  and  sell  to  him  ? — ^A.  I  buy  and  sell. 
Sell  stock  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

What  would  be  the  extent  of  your  dealings  ? — ^A.  I  never  kept  account. 
T^  «  ^^.^^P^l  yf^j  y — ^^  J  cannot  really  state  any  price, 
sell  all  the  stock  you  sell  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Bell  the  balk  of  what  you  sell  to  him  or  not  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 
not  tell  us  the  extent  of  your  trade  with  him  ? — A.  No. 
ps  your  stock  ? — A.  Several  of  thom. 

le  you  had  told  McLean  before  the  election  that  you  would  vote  for 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

t  was  the  reason  you  were  anxious  to  prove  to  him  afterwards  that 
? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
tderstand  you  to  say  you  had  always  been  Conservative  ? — A.  Mostly 

.  Borden : 

erstood  what  you  were  declaring  to  Mr.  McLean,  didn't  you,  when 
declaration  ? — A.  I  understood  it  was  certifying  that  I  voted  for  him. 
jean  ? — A.  For  McLean. 

I  say  yon  don't  remember  it  being  all  read  over  to  you.    Are 
? — ^A.  According  to  my  memory  just  now  I  cannot  remember  \ 
\T  or  not. 


Kplained  to  you  ? — A.  I  think  so.    It  was  explained  in  that  light  t^ 
to  certify  that  I  voted  for  Robert  McLean.  I 


Louis  Davits : 

right  that  when  giving  this  certificate  you  speak  of  that  yoa  ha 

in  that  McLean  and  Hayes  and  yourself  were  present  ? — A.   i  es,  sij 

flQce,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

^body  else  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Dly  have  knowledge  of  who  was  there.    You  can  say  if  anybody  -^ 

far  as  I  can  remember,  no.    I  do  not  remember  anybody  else  beifl 


.McClure: 

Qg  ago  was  this  since  you  signed  this  certificate? — A.  I  do  nl 
_ate.  ^ 

how  long  ? — A.  Shortly  after  the  election. 
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By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  did  not  qaite  oatoh  your  reply  to  Mr,  Bussell.  You  wont  there  with  Mr. 
tfoLean,  then  ? — A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ?  Did  he  come  to  you  to  ask  you  ? — A.  I  oannot 
say  to  it  whether  he  met  me  for  that  purpose  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  him  lo  volunteer  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of,  making  that  a  speoial  business. 
I  happened  to  be  in  town  that  day  and  met  him  accidentally,  as  far  as  1  can  mind, 
and  discussed  the  matter  with  him,  and  went  with  him. 

Q.  One  question  more.  When  you  were  in  the  polling  booth  voting,  and  you 
marked  your  ballot,  you  took  it  back  to  Cummings  and  gave  it  to  him,  all  the 
ecrntineers  were  there.  Is  that  so  ?  The  agents  representing  the  two  candidates 
were  there  standing  around  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  they  were. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  who  were  present  in  the  booth  at  all? — A.  I  did  not 
pay  particular  notice. 

Q.  You  did  not  pay  any  particular  notice  who  were  present.  Are  you  sure 
Commin^s  was  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  didn't  see  anybody  else  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  besides  ? — A.  James  McManus. 

Q.  James  McManus.     Whom  did  he  represent? — A.  He  was  a  scrutineer. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  For  the  Conservative  side. 

Q.  The  Consei-vative  side.  Who  else  ?  Have  you  any  recolletion  of  anybody 
else,  or  is  your  mind  all  misty  on  this  case?— A.  The  other  poll  clerk  was  there. 

Q.  McMannus  and  the  poll  clerk  are  the  only  two  you  can  recollect?  —A.  The 
other  men  that  were  there,  I  might  have  known  them  all  if  I  bad  paid  particular 
attention.    I  did  not,  and  am  not  prepared  jast  now  to  say  they  were  there. 

Q.  Can  you  or  can  you  not  recollect  who  was  present  in  the  room  when  you 
polled  your  vote  ?  If  you  cannot  remember,  say  so? — A.  I  do  not  mind  who  was 
present. 

Q.  You  do  not  mind  other  than  those  you  told  us  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  mind  coming  back  from  marking  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  anything  to  mark  it  on  your  mind  further  than  the  fact  that  you 
went  up  and  voted  ? — A.  What  question  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Have  you  any  clear  and  distinct  recollection  of  the  facts  connected  with  the 
voting? — A.  Not  more  than  usual. 

Q.  You  thooght  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  was  sure  I  voted  for  Robert 
HeLean. 

Q.  You  were  sure  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  sure  you  voted  for  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  you  came  back  were  you  sure  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  I 
sappose  he  put  the  same  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  off  from  him  ? — A.  Just  a  short  distance. 

Q.  How  far,  sir  ? — A.  I  did  not  measure  the  distance. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  whether  you  measured  the  distance?— A.  No,  but  I  have 
to  measure  before  I  can  state  just  exactly  how  far. 

Q.  And  because  you  did  not  measure  you  refuse  to  say  how  far  ? — A.  No,  I  do 
not 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  state  on  your  oath  that  you  are  unable  to  slate  how  far  you 
were  off,  because  you  did  not  measure  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  a  few 
feet. 

Q.  You  watched  him  tearing  off  the  counterfoil.  Describe  how  he  did  it  ? — A. 
Tes,  he  held  the  ballot  in  one  hand,  the  counterfoil  he  took  in  the  other  and  kind 
of  opened  out  the  ballot  from  the  folds  I  had  made. 

Q.  Did  vou  fold  it  more  than  once? — A.  Yes,  but  loft  his  initials  out.  He  tore 
the  counterK>il  off  with  one  hand,  held  the  ballot  in  the  other,  and  when  he  put  it 
into  the  right  hand  pocket  it  kind  of  drew  my  attention,  because  it  was  something 
new,  and  I  put  my  eyes  there  and  paid  no  more  attention. 

Q.  You  watched  his  hand  going  in  the  pocket? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  The  other  hand  he  held  yoar  ballot  in  while  he  put  his  right  in  the  pocket? 
— A.  I  suppose  he  put  it  there;  my  attention  was  called  to  the  pocket  jost  at  the 
time. 

Q.  You  saw  the  ballot  in  his  loft  hand  and  saw  him  take  off  the  coanterfoil  from 
it,  didu*t  joa  see  he  continued  to  hold  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand  ? — A.  I  coald  not 
watch  both  places  at  once. 

Q.  You  swear  that  whilst  standing  three  feet  from  that  man— yoa  have  earned 
the  approval  of  Mr.  Bennett,  one  of  the  judges,  you  ought  to  be  satisfied — ^you  swear 
that  standing  three  feet  from  that  man  you  saw  him  tear  the  counterfoil  off  with  his 
right  hand  and  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  you  do  not  know  whether  he  held  the  ballot 
in  his  left  hand  or  not? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Where  did  be  put  it?  If  it  was  in  his  left  hand  when  the  counterfoil  was 
torn  off,  tell  me  where  he  put  it? — A.  I  think  he  did  hold  it  in  his  left  hand. 

Q.  Have  you  any  douot  about  that,  that  he  held  it  in  his  left  hand  ? — A.  That 
he  held  it — I  aint  sure  whether  he  held  it  in  his  hand  or  not.  When  I  drew  my 
attention  back  to  the  ballot  again  he  wat)  folding  it  or  making  preparations  to  fold 
it  to  put  it  in  the  box,  and  I  suppose  it  was  still  the  same  ballot  I  gave  bim  to  put 
in  the  box. 

Q.  Your  eyes  were  never  off  him  ? — A.  Not  off  him.    Not  off  that  right  hand. 

Q.  You  kept  your  eye  on  the  right  hand  ? — A.  While  it  was  in  the  pocket. 

Q.  And  bringing  it  back? — A.  Whiie  putting  it  in  and  bringing  it  back. 

Q.  When  h*»  brought  it  back  had  he  a  paper  in  it? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  But  if  he  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket  with  his  right  had  and  drew  back 
his  hand  with  nothing  in  it,  bow  can  there  be  any  doubt  about  it? — A.  It  might 
not  be. 

Q.  Who  told  you  there  was  a  doubt? — A.  Nobody. 

Q.  Do  you  suggest  a  doubt  on  your  oath,  sir,  do  you  on  your  oath  suggest  a 
doubt? 

Hon.  Mr.  Haqoart. — I  object. 

Sir  Louis  Daviss — And  I  object  to  witness  being  interfered  with. 

Hon.  Mr.  Haoqart. — I  object  to  the  question  to  the  manner  in  which  it  is 
being  put  to  the  witness.  1  have  bcaid  examinations  before  the  committees  for  the 
last  twenty  years  and  I  never  heai*d  anything  like  that  before. 

Sir  Louis  Davies. — I  think  it  is  highly  improper  that  a  gentleman  should 
interrupt  me  in  the  examination,  just  when  I  get  to  the  critical  point;  of  course  it 
is  all  over  now,  the  witn.fs  has  got  his  cue. 

Mr.  MoInkenet. — That  is  not  a  right  insinuation. 

Sir  Louis  Davies. — ^Thero  are  experienced  lawyers  on  the  committee  to  watch 
my  examination.    A  gentleman  who  is  not  a  lawyer  had  better  not  intervene. 

Mr.  McInbrnet. — I  think  he  in  perfectly  right,  I  think  Sir  L:)uis  Davies  has  no 
right  to  insinuate  that  Mr.  Haggart  gave  the  witness  a  cue. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax).    I  took  objection  first  to  (he  same  extraordinary  style. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  asked  the  witness  had  anybody  suggested  to  him  that  Cummings  had  not 
put  in  the  ballot  box  the  ballot  which  he  gave  him  and  which  he  held  in  his  left 
hand,  and  ho  said  nobody  had  suggested  it  to  him.  And  I  ask  him  now — do  yoa 
suggest  on  your  oath  that  Donald  Cummings  did  not  put  in  the  box  the  ballot  he 
held  in  the  left  hand  ?— A.  No. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Joseph  J.  Wright,  No.  93  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax) : 

Q.  Mr.  Wright,  you  r(M^lde  m  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  are  a  farmer  ? — A.  Not  exclusively. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  on  the  21st  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  was  Mr.  Donald  Cummings?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  Robert  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean?— A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  Mr.  Cummings  for  the  purpose  of  marking  it  ? 
—A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  went  in  to  the  conipartment  and  marked  it  ? — ^A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  for  whom  ? — ^A.  For  McLean. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross, show  me? — ^A.  I  put  my  cross  where  McLean's 
name  is. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  disc  opposite  McLean's  name.  After  making  the  cross 
you  folded  up  the  ballot,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? — A.  Handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  to  see  what  he  did  ? — A.  Safficiently  long  to  see  him  drop  it 
in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  yon  see  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice? — A.  No,  I  didn't  remain  longer  than  a  iQW  minutes. 

Q.  You  didn't  observe  whether  he  put  his  right  hand  in  his  pocket? — A.  No,  I 
didn't  observe  that. 

Q.  And  you  say  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  standing  ? — A.  Probably  as  closely  as  to  the  honorable 
gentleman  here. 

Q.  Were  you  watching  him' closely  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  you  received  from  him  ? — A.  I  believe 
I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  Well  do  you  know  whether  you  gave  him  the  same  ballot? — A.  I  am  certain 
I  did,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  You  afterwards  made  a  declaration,  Mr.  Wright? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  to  say  you  signed  the  paper  I  mean,  of  course? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  explain  the  circumstances  of  signing  the  paper? — A.  The  declaration 
paper? 

Q.  Well,  what  ever  you  call  it  ? — ^A.  I  happened  to  be  in  town  on  business 
when  I  met  Mr.  Hayes,  when  he  said  the  men  who  had  voted  for  McLean  had 
dropped  in  occasionally  to  make  this  declaration — had  I  any  objection?  I  said 
''no",  and  went  in  and  made  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayes  had  it  on  paper  ? — A.  He  did,  sir. 

Q.  All  prepared  when  you  went  in  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Typewritten? — A.  I  think  not,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  in  manuscript  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  all  ready  when  you  went  in  ? — A.  All  ready. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  further;  any  swearing,  anything  like  that? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  formality,  you  signed  the  paper  and  went  out  ? — A.  I  signed 
the  paper  and  went  out. 

Q.  You  read  it,  I  suppose  or  it  was  read  to  you  ? — A.  It  was  read  to  me. 

Q.  You  have  told  us  all  that  took  place  as  far  as  you  remember? — A.  I  have  as 
far  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  you  have  told  us  all  that  took  place  now  ?  Is  there  anything 
else  ?— A.  I  have  nothing  else  that  I  think  of. 
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Q.  You  stayed  long  enough  to  see  the  ballot  go  into  the  box? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  it  go  into  the  box  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Cummings  ? — ^A.  Quite  well. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  he  is  an  upright  honourable 
man. 

Q.  Is  he  a  juggler? — A.  I  never  knew  him  to  be  one. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  him  performing  any  tricks? — A.  I  never  saw  him  perform- 
ing any. 

Q.  He  could  not  do  things  like  that  man  at  Victcria  Park  would  do  ?— A.  I 
don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  think  he  could  do  that  kind  of  thing  ? — A.  Human  nature  can  do 
a  great  deal  when  it  is  necessary. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  Cummings  was  not  a  man  to  do  tricks? — A.  I  never 
knew  him  to  do  anything. 

Q.  You  have  been  acquainted  with  him  for  a  considerable  time  ? — A.  Yes,  for 
thirty  or  forty  years. 

Q.  Bepeat  what  you  said  about  Mr.  Cummings'  chai*acter  just  now?— A.  It  is 
good,  I  never  heard  anything  in  all   that  forty  years  against  his  character. 

Q.  His  character  and  reputation  are  beyond  reproach  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


Kenneth  Morris,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  65  on  the  poll  book.    Mr.  Morris  you  reside  in  Colborne  ? 
—A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  on  the  21st  February,  1899  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
voted  at  the  Dominion  election,  I  don't  remember  the  date,  though. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  Eobert  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  voted  at  No.  4  polling  division,  Colborne  ? — A.   In  No.  4  polling 
division. 

ty  returning  officer  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

iim  ?— A.  I  did. 

nent  and  marked  it  ? — A.  1  did. 

I  voted  for  McLean. 
'OSS  ?    That  is  a  copy  of  the  ballot,  where  did 
\r  white  disc  opposite  Mr.  McJiean's  name  ?— 

ur  ballot  did  you  give  it  to  Mr.  Cummings  ?— 

imo  ballot  which  you  received  from  him  ? — A. 

he  did  with  it  ?— A.  Not  very  closely.    I  gave 
tnd  put  it  into  the  box.    I  saw  him  put  it  into 

ilh  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether 
aw  him  put  his  hand  into  his  pocket  with  the 

B  ? — A.  I  cannot  say,  whether  it  was  with  my 

>olling  station? — A.  I  did  not  remain  long.    I 
ve  been  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes. 


of  day  it  was? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Yon  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  the  mommg  ? — A.  It  was  the  after- 

DOOD. 

Q.  Bo  joa  remember  whom  yoa  saw  in  the  polling  booth  at  the  time  V — A.  No, 
I  do  not. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  who  was  thei-e  ? — ^A,  I  cannot  swear.  I  was  in  a  hurry  at 
the  time. 

Q.  You  did  not  give  enough  attention  to  it  to  care  to  give  me  your  impression  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Perhaps  if  I  read  the  names  you  may  remember  them  ? — A.  I  was  talking 
to  some  of  them  bat  do  not  remember  who  I  was  talking  to. 

Q.  You  remember  coming  in,  getting  a  ballot  from  Gummings,  taking  it  behind 
the  screen,  and  marking  it? — A.  Behind  the  screen  and  marking  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  which  way  you  marked  it,  was  it  at  the  top  or  bottom? 
—A.  Well  I  would  not  swear  to  that.     I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  That  is  just  what  I  am  coming  to  Where  did  you  put  your  mark  ? — A.  I 
would  swear  that  I  put  my  mark  opponite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  You  would  swear  you  think  you  did  ? — A.  1  would  swear  I  did. 

Q.  You  have  never  heard  of  people  making  mistakes  with  their  ballots,  I  sup- 
pose?— ^A.  I  have  heard  of  men  spoiling  their  their  ballots  by  mistake  in  marking 
them. 

Q.  BLave  you  ever  heard  of  men  after  coming  out  of  the  polling  booth  wonder- 
iDff  whether  they  had  voted  right  or  not?  Whether  they  had  not  marked  their 
ballot  for  the  wrong  man  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  not  that  kind  of  a  man  yourself,  anyway? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I 
have  any  more  ner«re  than  anybody  else. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  whether  it  was  the  upper  circle  or  the  lower  circle  that 
you  put  your  cross  in  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear. 

Q.  From  your  recollection,  which  means  that  you  can  see  the  picture  np 
before  your  mind's  eye,  you  cannot  at  the  present  moment  bring  any  picture  before 
your  mind's  eye  to  show  whether  it  was  in  the  upper  or  lower  circle  you  marked 
your  ballot? — A.  iso. 

Q.  Then  you  brought  it  back  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  who  tore  the 
counterfoil  off,  I  suppose  your  memory  suggests  that  he  tore  it  off  with  his  right 
hand  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  even  that. 

Q.  You  saw  him  tear  it  off? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  edge  of  the  table  or  did  he  put  it  so? — A.  I  cannot  remember.  I  think 
be  laid  it  on  the  table,  and  can't  remember  where  it  was,  but  this  time  or  some 
other  time  I  saw  him  put  the  counterfoil  into  his  pocket,  I  cannot  say  whether  he 
kept  the  ballot  in  his  band,  but  I  saw  him  tear  the  counterfoil  off  and  put  his  hand 
into  his  pocket. 

Q.  And  when  he  tore  it  off  he  put  it  into  the  box?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  folded  it  once  or  twice  yourself? — A.  I 
folded  it  together. 

Q.  It  is  something  like  this  ?— A.  No,  I  folded  it,  I  think  I  took  it  about  half 
way  and  folded  it  endways,  like  that. 

Q.  And  then  he  would  have  to  unfold  it  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Oh,  I 
was  careless,  I  did  not  think  anything  about  that. 

Q.  That  thing  there,  is  the  counterfoil  which  is  torn  off? — A.  Yoe. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  ballot  which  he  had  to  give  you  folded  like  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  would  open  that  up  and  mark  it  and  you  would  fold  it  up  that 
way  ?— A.  I  think  I  folded  it  the  other  way. 

Q.  He  would  hand  you  this  ballot  iolded  like  that  and  you  would  take  it  and 
open  it  and  put  your  mark  on  it  somewhere  and  then  bring  it  back  to  him  this  way, 
either  that  way  or  that  way? — A.  I  think  I  folded  it  endwise. 

Q.  You  mean  that  way? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Why? — A.  I  thought  it  would  be  easier  for  him  to  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  But  he  had  to  cut  this  piece  off,  you  know,  and  in  order  to  do  that  it  would 
seem  to  me  he  would  almost  have  to  read  your  name  off.  Your  idea  was  it  would 
be  easier? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  As  the  matter  of  fact  that  wad  the  reason  of  the  way  you  folded  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  saw  him  tear  the  coanterfoil  off  the  ballot,  and  pat  the  ooanterfoil 
in  his  pocket  and  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  I  won't  say  ho  put  mine  in  his  pocket, 
bat  he  put  some  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  He  did  get  rid  of  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  he  pat  it  somewhere  ?  After  you  folded  the  ballot  he  would  fold  it 
thus  ? — A.  He  did  fold  it  in  order  to  get  it  in  the  box. 

By  Mr.  Tisdale  ; 

Q.  But  he  had  to  roll  it  up,  it's  a  round  hole? — A.  He  rolled  it  up  this  way,  in 
this  shape  in  order  to  get  it  in  tne  small  hole. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Is  it  a  i"ound  hole  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  had  to  fold  that  up  in  such  a  way  as  to  pat  it  in  the  round  hole  in  the 
box  ? — A.  The  small  hole. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  box  ? — A.  I  saw  it, 

Q.  Was  there  a  roand  hole  or  a  slit  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  a  round  hole. 

Q.  Well  then,  now,  we  have  got  this  far,  that  he  put  that  paper  in  the  box  that 
you  gave  b»na  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  left  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  say  I  left  directly.  I  won't  say  I  left 
directly. 

Q.  The  only  reason  I  mentioned  that  is  you  said  you  had  not  time  to  stop  ?— 
A.  I  might  have  stopped  fifteen  minutes. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  did  ? — A.  I  think  [  did.    I  talked  for  a  time. 

Q.  Well  then  sometime  after  that  you  made  a  statement  in  writing? — A.  I  gave 
an  affidavit  that  I  voted. 

Q.  Whom  did  yon  give  an  affidavit  to? — A.  An  affidavit  or  statement. 

Q.  A  statement? — A.  I  took  no  oath. 

Q.  Took  no  oath  ? — A.  Simply  signed  a  statement. 

Q.  Where  was  the  paper  read  ? — A.  I  read  it  at  my  door. 

Q.  Who  came  with  it? — A.  Mr.  McLean  and  another  gentleman  who  called 
whom  I  was  not  acquainted  with. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  and  another  came  to  your  house  with  the  paper  ? — A.  I  was 
coming  out  and  met  them  on  the  road. 

Q.  They  had  the  paper  ready  when  they  met  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  what  took  place  ? — A.  He  asked  me  to  sign. 

Q.  When  he  was  speaking  about  the  paper  just  tell  us  as  near  as  you  can  about 
what  he  actually  said  ? — A.  He  told  me  there  was  tjome  misunderstanding  that  he 
thought  he  had  got  more  votes  than  what  had  been  counted  for  him,  and  thought 
some  that  had  promised  to  vote  for  him  had  made  a  mistake  and  did  not  vote  for 
him. 

Q,  You  were  one  of  those  that  had  promised  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  was  that  ? — A.  He  asked  me. 

Q.  You  had  not  been  voting  on  his  side  before? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  that  is  one  reason  that  you  signed  ? — A.  Yes.  If  I  hadn't  signed  it  he 
would  have  said,  "You  are  a  liar." 

Q.  When  was  it  that  ho  anked  you  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  When  was  it? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Not  the  date,  and  hour  and  day,  but  perhaps  you  can  remember  the  place  ? 
— A.  I  can. 

Q.  Where  was  that  ? — A.  In  his  shop. 

Q.  Some  days  before  the  election? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  his  shop? — A,  Yes,  I  was  in  his  shop. 

Q.  And  he  simply  asked  if  you  would  vote  for  him  and  you  said  you  didn't 
belong  to  his  side? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  then  what  did  you  do? — A.  I  did  not  promise  him  I  really  would  vote 
for  him. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  59 

Q.  But  there  was  a  time  when  you  wild  you  would  vote  for  him? — ^A.  No,  no 
more. 

Q.  You  said  there  was  a  time? — A.  I  did  not  directly. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "directly"? — A.  I  said  I  would,  if  there  was  not 
another  candidate  came  out,  vote  for  him. 

Q.  If  there  was  not  another  candidate  came  out  to  oppose  him  ? — A.  No,  there 
was  not. 

Q.  You  mean  another  candidate  besides  Holmes? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  said  if  there  was  no  other  candidate  besides  Holmes  you  would  vote  for 
him.    Is  that  all  between  you  and  BIcLean  at  that  shop? — A.  On  that  day,  yes. 

Q.  Was  there  aoy  other  time  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  other  time  before  that  election  that  you  saw  him? — A.  Never  saw  him 

Q.  The  coDvorsation  began  by  his  asking  you  to  vote  for  him  and  your  telling 
him  you  were  a  Liberal,  not  on  that  side? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  then  he  said  something,  what  did  he  say?  Because  he  must  have  said 
something  befoi-e  you  told  him  you  would  vote  for  him  uuless  some  other  candidate 
came  out? — A.  I  told  him  if  there  w:is  not  another  person  besides  the  present  I 
would  vote  for  him, 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  He  said  something? — A.  I  don't  remember  he  said  anything. 

Q.  Between  these  two  statements  of  yours,  one  that  you  were  a  Liberal  and  the 
other  that  you  would  vote  for  him  unless  there  was  another  candidate,  he  baid  some- 
thing to  you? — A.  I  do  not  remember  his  answer  to  that. 

Q.  Yes,  but  between  these  two  statements  of  yours  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
his  answer  to  that. 

Q.  I  do  not  ask  about  your  answer  to  that ;  I  asked  what  he  said  between  your 
first  and  second  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  But  he  said  something  ? — A,  I  don't  remember,  I  told  him 

Q.  But  between  your  fii*st  statement  to  him  and  your  second,  did  not  ho  say 
anything  ? — A.  I  told  him  this 

Q.  You  told  him  you  were  a  Liberal  first  of  all  ? — A.  Yes  I  did,  and  then  if 
there  was  no  other  man  to  oppose  him  ;  I  think  that  is  all. 

Q.  When  you  said  you  were  a  Liberal,  you  meant  that  was  a  reason  why  you 
could  not  vote  for  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  said  "you  know  I  am  a  Liberal." 

Q.  What  did  vou  mean  by  that,  that  you  could  not  vote  for  him  ? — A.  I  told 
him  that ;  I  thought  he  had  no  business  to  ask  me  to  vote ;  I  wondered  at  him  asking 
me. 

Q.  And  when  you  wondered  at  that  you  would  also  wonder  at  yourself  promis- 
ing to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  you  didn't  intend  then  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  I  hadn't  made  up  my 
mind  to  vote  for  either. 

Q.  Then  he  had  some  conversation  about  your  vote  ? — A.  I  said  I  would  vote 
for  him  if  no  other  man  came  out. 

Q.  I  have  tried  to  get  what  he  said  between  your  two  statements  ? — A.  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  I  ask  you  what  he  said  between  the  times  when  you  told  him  you  were  a 
Liberal  and  wondering  in  your  own  mind  he  should  ask  you  and  the  time  when  you 
said  if  there  was  no  other  candidate  you  would  vote  for  him? — A.  I  told  him  he 
knew  I  was  a  Liberal  and  I  wondered  he  spoke. 

Q.  Now,  there  was  nothing  took  place  to  change  your  mind  between  the  first 
and  hist  of  that  conversation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  met  Mr.  McLean  any  other  time  ;  now  did  you  meet  any  of  Mr» 
McLcMin's  workers  in  the  election,  before  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  anybody  who  was  canvassing  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A..  No  ;  I 
wasn't  to  any  political  meetings  either. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  interest  in  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  you  were  a  Liberal  who  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  When  I  say  Liberal  I 
voted  sometimes  before,  I  voted  for  a  Conservative  once  before. 

Q.  But  in  the  main  you  were  a  Liberal  till  this  time  ? — A.  I  didn't  think  so. 
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Q.  Yon  had  nooonversation  then  with  anybody  who  wan  canvassing  for  McLean 
during  this  election  ? — A.  I  didn't  meet  anybody. 

Q.  None  of  them  met  you,  none  of  them  called  to  see  yon  ? — ^A.  I  have  never 
been  troabled  with  canvassers. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  you  somewhat  more  about  that  paper  that  you  signed  ; 
I  think  you  said  they  came  to  your  house  with  it  ?^A.  I  was  going  along  the  road 
when  I  met  them  in  the  front  of  the  house. 

Q.  And  McLean  and  some  gentlemen  you  didn't  know — ^you  knew  his  fiice  ?— A. 
I  knew  his  face  and  I  heard  since  who  he  was. 

Q.  He  waB  Johnson  ? — A.  Yes,  Johnson  the  lawyer. 

Q.  Well,  they  had  a  paper  with  them  ready  for  you  to  sign? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  anxious  to  sign  it,  because  you  had  promised? — A.  Well, 
I  was  not  anxious. 

Q.  I  thought  yon  did  say  so,  but  you  were  desirous,  at  all  events,  to  sign,  be- 
cause you  wanted  McLean  to  know  you  had  kept  your  promise? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  business  was  it  of  McLean's  whether  you  kept  the  promise  or  not? — 
A.  Well,  it  was  to  me;  McLean  and  others  said  I  was  a  liar. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  the  lie ;  they  don't  have  these  declarations  always  made  after 
elections  ? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  it  before. 

Q.  Well,  Johnson  and  McLean  came  with  the  paper  all  ready  for  you  to  sign, 
and  they  asked  you  as  you  were  going  up  to  your  house  if  you  were  willing,  and  you 
were? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  went  into  the  house  to  sign? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  signed  on  the  road  ? — A.  Yes. 

y.  With  pencil  or  pen  ? — A.  Pen. 

Q.  Are  you  sure? — A.  He  had  ink;  I  signed  it  on  the  buggy. 

Q   He  was  going  around  getting  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  business  are  you  in  yourself  ? — A.  Farmer, 

Q.  Do  you  buy  or  sell? — A.  I  sell  a  little  stock. 

Q.  Who  do  you  sell  to? — A.  To  one  and  anoiher. 

Q.  Who?— A.  To  butchers. 

Q.  You  don't  tell  me  to  whom  you  sell? — ^A.  Well,  one  or  another. 

Q.  You  sold  to  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  McLean  is  a  heavy  dealer  ? — A.  I  sold  him  a  horse  a  year  ago. 

Q.  McLean  is  a  heavy  dealer  in  that  business? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  had  the  declaration  ready,  with  pen  and  ink  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  on  the  roadside  he  put  it  down? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  hadn't  a  bible  with  him  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  any  oath  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  just  signed  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  all ;  you  signed  the  paper  and  you  went  on  your  way  and  they 
went  on  their  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  course  you  read  it  over  ? — A.  The  man  that  was  with  him — I  said  after- 
wards it  was  Johnson — read  it  over  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  it  was  a  fact  that  yon  had  voted  on  election  day  for  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Brit  ton : 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Cummings  ? — A.  Well,  I  would  have  to  guess. 
Q.  Well  guess. — A.  Oh,  about  three  miles. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — ^A.  I  have  known  him  for,  Iguess,  thirty- 
five  years, 

Q.  A  respectable  man  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — A.  He  is  considered  so. 

Ma.  Borden  (Halifax)  objected  to  the  question  as  not  relevant. 
Mb.  Britton. — My  question  is,  what  is  the  character  of  Mr.  Cummings,  what  is 
his  reputation  ? 

After  argument. 

The  Chairman  raled  that  the  question  was  admissible. 
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By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Then,  what  was  your  answer  to  my  qaestion  as  to  the  character  of  Mr. 
CommiDgB'  reputation  in  the  neighboarhood  where  he  lives  ? — A.  I  told  you  I  had 
known  him  for  thirty  or  thirty -five  years  and  never  heard  anything  against  his 
character. 

Q.  Nothing  against  him  at  all  ? — A.  Nothing  at  all. 

Q.  This  was  a  very  quiet  election,  was  it  not  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  was  concerned ; 
I  wasn't  out  much. 

Q.  It  was  quite  at  that  poll  ? — A.  While  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  at  the  poll  ? — A.  I  took  no  note  of  the  time. 

Q.  You  told  me  you  did  not  remember  him  putting  the  counterfoil  of  your  ballot 
into  his  pocket? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  you  saw  Gummings  do  when  you  came  in  with  the  ballot? 
—A.  I  brought  the  ballot  to  him. 

Q.  The  identical  ballot  he  gave  you  you  handed  back  to  Gummings  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  And  he  lore  off  the  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  And  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Put  what  in  the  box  ?-^A.  The  ballot 

Q.  You  saw  him  do  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  you  did  not  see  was  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  see 
what  he  did  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  come  out  immediately  ?— A.  Not  immediately. 

Q.  Who  was  there? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q^  You  know  Mr.  Lawson  and  Shaw  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  both  of  them  there  ? — A.  I  could  not  swear. 

Q.  Was  McEvoy  there  at  the  time? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  Dancy  was  there  ? — A.  I  know  Dancey,  but  can*t 
say  I  saw  him  there. 

Q.  Was  McManns  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  fact  is  all  you  identified  as  being  there  were  the  deputy  returning 
officer,  the  poll  clerk,  I  suppose  you  know  him,  and  McManus.  Is  that  right? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  any  others  who  were  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Were  there  other  outsiders  there  ? — A.  Yes,  they  were  coming  and  going. 

Q.  At  that  particular  time  ? — A.  At.the  time  I  was  there. 

Q.  But  when  you  were  handing  your  ballot  to  Gummings  was  there  anybody 
else  there  you  identify  besides  those  you  have  named  ? — A.  No,  I  saw  others  there 
but  can't  remember  who  they  were. 

Q.  Then,  you  did  see  other  people  there  besides  these  people  I  have  named  ?-* 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  ihe  place  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  apparently  going  on  as  you  have  seen  other  elections  go,  there 
was  nothing  unusual  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  to  excite  your  suspicions  ? — A.  Not  a  bit. 

Q.  And  who  was  the  first  one  afterwards  that  did  excite  your  suspicions  with 
regard  to  that  vote,  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  No,  I  heard  some  of  the  neighbours  talking 
about  the  votes.  ^i^ 

Q.  And  that  declarations  had  been  made? — A.  No,  about  the  ballot. 

Q.  That  persons  who  had  promised  to  vote  for  McLean  had  not  voted  for  him  ? 
-A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  it?--A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  the  matter  was  going  to  be  looked  up  ? — .A  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  beard  some  discussion  about  the  vote  you  say  before  this  declaration 
^a»  brought  to  you? — A.  Yes.  They  knew  how  many  votes  there  should  be  and 
there  was  not  enoagh  votew  for  McLean. 

Q.  Discussion  about  what  ? — A.  Votes  for  McLean. 

Q-  That  there  should  have  been  more  votes  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  That  was  discassed  amoDg  the  neighbours? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  you  understood  what  this  declaration  was  when  you  made  it  Mr. ? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  after  it  had  been  read  over  you  said  it  was  all  right? — A.  I  said  noth- 
ing, I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  signed  it  as  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Bussell  that  you  were  not  sure  whether  McLean's  name  was  on 
the  lop  or  bottom  ?— A.  No,  I  was  not  sure. 

Q.  But  you  were  sure  you  put  your  mark  before  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes, 

Q,  You  are  positive  about  that  ? — A,  Positive  about  that. 

Q.  And  as  to  putting  it  into  the  ballot  box  I  think  you  told  me  you  did  not 
watch  very  closely  because  you  had  no  suspicion  ? — A.  No,  but  I  saw  him  put  it  in 
the  box. 

Q.  And  you  swear  positively  that  it  was  the  same  paper  ?  Did  you  watch 
close  enough  ? — A.  I  had  no  suspicion  to  watch.  I  t^aw  him  tear  off  \he  ballot  and 
put  it  m  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  state  you  had  any  suspicions? — A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  that  paper  was  that  McLean  gave  you  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
understood  what  it  was.  I  undei^stood  I  was  making  the  declaration  to  him  that  I 
was  votinfir  for  him. 

Q.  What  kind  of  declaration?  Did  you  understand  you  were  making  an 
oath? — A.  I  was  not  sworn  by  a  bible. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  didn't  even  swear  to  it,  that  you  didn't 
swear  to  it? — A.  I  said  I  did  not  swear  to  it  on  the  bible. 

Q.  No  bible?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  I  understood  it  was  as  much 
an  oath  as  if  I  had  a  bible. 

Q.  How  did  you  understand  that  ? — ^A.  I  have  seen  men  sworn  in  the  courts  by 
holding  up  their  hand. 

Q.  But  there  was  nothing  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  said  nothing  of  that  kind? — A. .No. 

Q.  You  simply  gave  a  certificate  that  you  voted  for  him  ?—  A.  Yes,  I  under- 
stood it  was  like  giving  an  affidavit,  making  a  declaration  upon  oath  that  I  had  voted 
for  him. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  you  were  taking  the  oath  on  the  roadside  ? — A.  In  that 
way  1  did,  but  not  using  any  bible. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  understood  it  had  the  same  force  as  an  oath  ? — A.  Just  the  same,  I 
understood  it  the  same. 

Witness  discharged. 


James  Kirkpatbiok,  No.  51,  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  which  was  held  on  the  21st  of 
February  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  Robert  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  polling  district  No.  4,  at  which  Donald  Cummings  was 
the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  for  the  purpose  of  marking  it? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  From  Mr.  Cumminge?  A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  took  it  into  the  compartmeot  and  marked  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote,  Holmes  or  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q  Will  you  show  me,  there  is  the  ballot,  where  you  made  your  mark,  in  the 
eireolardisc  opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it?— A.  I 
brought  it  out  and  returned  it  to  Gummings. 

Q.  Brought  it  out  and  returned  it  to  Gummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  delivered  to  you  ? — A.  I 
did,  Bir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  suspicion  at  the  time  about  the  matter? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  him  closely  to  see  what  he  did  with  it?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  obsei-ve  whether  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil? — A.  I  did  not,  sir,  but 
as  I  passed  away  a  little  distance  some  of  the  crowd  remarked  he  was  opening  my 
ballot  to  Bee  what  was  in  it,  but  1  didn't  see  it,  mj  back  was  to  it,  some  of  them 
told  me  he  was  looking  at  it. 

Q.  You  handed  him  your  ballot? — A.  I  handed  him  my  ballot  and  passed  on. 

Q.  You  didn't  observe  him? — A.  I  didn't  obfoi-ve  him. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  the  close  of  the  polls  when  the  ballots  were  about  being 
coanled  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  remember  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Dancy  being  there  ? — I 
do,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  McManus  said  anythitig  in  regard  to  his 
presence? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  remembered  Dancy  walked  in  and  McManus  followed 
Mm. 

Q.  Walked  in  where? — A.  Behind  the  screen,  where  there  was  the  box. 

Q.  L  want  to  get  at  that;  there  was  a  platform  at  the  end  of  the  hall? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  a  screen  at  the  back  of  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  voters  had  gone  behind  it  during  the  day? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  at  the  close  of  the  poll  the  box  was  taken  up  there  to  count  on  the  table 
Inhere  the  voters  had  marked  theirs  ballots  ? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  see,  the  screen  was 
there. 

Q.  And  Dancy  went  up  there  and  McManus  followed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  McManus  do  ? — A.  He  went  in  and  asked  what  that  man  was 
doing  there  and  by  what  authority  he  had,  and  as  near  as  I  can  tell — I  cannot 
remember  the  exact  words  the  man  used — but  as  near  as  I  remember  he  was  there 
to  ascertain  and  see  there  were  no  spoiled  ballots. 

Q.  Dancy  said  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  McManus  persist  about  it? — A.  No  sir,  I  think  the  subject  dropped ;  I 
was  quite  a  little  distance  from  the  screen,  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  and  I 
heard  no  farther  remarks. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Gummings  there? — A.  I  think  so,  I  didn't  see  him,  he  was  there  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  He  was  not  in  the  room  outside? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  room  outside? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  remonstrance  made  by  McManus  was  made  up  on  this  platform  ? — 
A.  Ye*,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  There  appears  to  have  been  a  good  many  of  you  ? — A.  Yes,  a  good  many. 
Q.  Quite  a  number  of  voters,  and  gathered  around  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  many,  ten,  fifteen,  twenty? — A.  More  than  that. 
Q.  Twenty-five,  thirty? — A.  Yes,   a  good  many;    they  waited  to  hear  the 
returns. 

Q.  The  returning  officer  Gummings  was  in  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  you  don  t  know  who  were  there;  Dancy? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  can't  remember  whether  Cammings  went  in  or  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  if  Dancy  or  McManns  were  there  ? — A.  Yee,  and  the 
other  Bcrutineei-s. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  if  the  returning  officer  went  in  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  not  able  to  answer  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  behind  the  screen  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  Dancy  personally? — A.  Yes,  and  I  knew  the  voice ;  at  least  I 
knew  enough  to  know  it  was  him  from  the  manner  McManus  spoke  to  him  and  the 
reply  he  made. 

Q.  They  were  inside? — A.  Yes,  and  the  screen  in  front. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  more  said  but  he  was  there  to  investigate  what  was 
done? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  the  words? — A.  To  ascertain  and  find  out,  to  see  there  was  no 
spoiled  ballots,  that  was  his  burliness  there. 

Q.  To  see  there  were  no  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  as  near  as  I  can 
remember. 

Q.  Did  anybody  go  up  to  get  a  peep  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Everything  was  conducted  in  order  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  not  taking  any  particular  notice  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  remark  about  it  at  the  time  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  it  at  the  time  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Just  one  of  those  casual  things  that  will  happen? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  marked  your  ballots? — A.  For  fiobert  McLean. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  in  your  own  mind? — A.  Not  (he  slightest. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  whether  it  was  the  top   or  bottom  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,    I 
remember  McLean  was  under. 

Q.  And  you  remember  you  voted  for  him  ? — A.  No  hesitation. 

Q.  No  hesitation  about  it,  and  you  intended  to  vote  that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And    you   believe  you   voted   that    way?    You  took  the   ballot   back    to 
Cnmmigs? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  came  up  within  handing  distance  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  gave  it  to  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that ;  he  might  have  pui 
it  in  the  box  or  not ;  I  do  not  want  to  swear  to  what  I  don't  know. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  gave  the  ballot  in  his  hand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil,  I  suppose  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know,  and  he  put  it  in  the  box? — ^A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  ? — ^A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  were  within  three  or  fo"*    " 
A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  About  the  distance  of  the  tal 
away  when  1  heai-d  this  remark  of  " 

Q.  !N ever  mind  that;  I  want  t< 
enough  to  Cummings  to  hold  it  in  y 
from  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  must  have  been  as  ne 

Q.  There  you  handed  him  the  b 

Q.  What  did  he  do  when  you  h; 
me. 

Q.  Well  then,  what  then  ?— A. 

Q.  You  knew  what  waa  to  be  dc 

Q.  What  was  to  be  done  with  it 

Q.  And  did  you  see  it  put  in  the 

Q.  Is  your  recollection  hazy  of  i 

Q.  Why  can't  you  say  whether  ; 
reason  ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  reason  ; 
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Q.  Yoa  might  not  have  looked,  some  men  are  careless  ? — A.  That  is  so. 

Q.  Some  men  look,  some  of  the  witnesses  watched  to  see  it  put  in  ? — A.  didn't 
watch. 

Q.  Bat  yon  have  no  doabt  it  was  put  in  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Gummings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  For  a  number  of  years  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  character  ?— A.  Good. 

Q.  Never  heard  anything  about  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  is  a  good,  respectable  citizen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  heard  of  rascals,  card  sharpers  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  would  be  surprised  if  you  heard  he  was  a  card  sharper  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
would  be  surprised. 

Q.  So  you  remember  everything  that  took  place  at  the  polling  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  sitting  around  ;  in  the  first  place  the  room  was  somewhat  crowded  i 
-A.  Ye8. 

Q.  How  many  were  there  ? — A.  Fifteen  of  twenty, 

Q-  They  wero  all  in  sight  of  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Everything  Gummings  did  with  the  ballot  box  was  visible  to  these  fifteen 
or  twenty  person:*  ? — A.  Ych. 

Q.  These  fifteen  or  twenty  were  standing  alongside  and  watching  him  closely  ? — 
A  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Didn't  one  of  them  tell  you  he  was  looking  at  your  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  of  them  was  close  enough  to  say,  ''  Jim,  he  is  looking  at  your  ballot  7 '' — 
A.  "  Jim,  they  want  to  see  your  ballot." 

Q.  So  he  was  doing  bis  duty  and  fifteen  or  twenty  voters  were  all  standing  there 
watching  him  ? — A.  Standing  or  sitting. 

Q.  And  all  had  their  eyes  on  him  ? — A.  They  could  have. 

Q.  And  one  of  them  said  he  had  his  eyes  on  him  and  saw  him  look  at  the  bal- 
lot, did  he  not  ? — A.  Well,  he  said  he  was. 

Q.  All  I  want  to  askyou  is:     Twenty  men  were  looking  on  while  this  voting 
was  taking  pluoe ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  election,  Mr.Kirkpatrick,  you  signed  a  paper,  I  believe? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sign  it? — A.  Within  about  half  a  mile  of  my  house,  I  met 
him  on  the  way. 

Q.  Who  ? — A.  McLean  and  M.  O.  Johnson. 

Q.  They  wei-e  driving  around  collecting  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  met  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  ? — A.  They  had  a  paper  they  asked  me  to  sign. 

Q.  They  had  it  pi  epared  and  ready  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  given  instructions  to  prepare  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  had  them  ready  to  get  your  signature  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  had  a  number  of  others  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  met  you  on  the  roadside  ? — A.  Well,  they  were  on  the  way  to  my 
house. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  7— A.  They  wanted  me  to  sign  this.  I  had  heard  there 
was  declarations  being  made,  and  I  pretty  near  knew  what  they  wanted. 

Q.  You  knew  from  general  conversation,  and  you  knew  they  wanted  you  to 
sign  a  paper  as  to  how  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  me  the  words. — A.  They  said  they  had  a  declaration  to  sign ;  he  heard 
there  had  been  so  many  promises  and  only  so  many  ballots,  when  they  had  heard 
there  were  more  promised,  and  they  were  trying  to  find  out.  They  knew  I  had 
voted,  and  they  wanted  me  to  sign. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  there  and  then? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  their  request? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  no  oath  or  anything  of  that  kind  about  it  ? — A.  No,  nothing  more 
than  what  is  in  the  form  that  I  signed. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  asked  to  swear  on  the  Bible  ? — A.  Not  at  all,  they  asked 
me  to  sign  and  said  it  wasn't  the  same  as  swearing. 
2-5 
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By  Mr.  Buuell : 

Q.  What  is  that  ? — A.  They  said  it  wasn't  the  same  as  an  oath. 
Q.  And  then  you  signed  the  paper  ? — A.  1  signed  the  paper. 
Q.  Understanding  that  ? — A.  Underetanding  that. 
Q.  They  drove  off  and  1  suppose  that  is  an  end  of  it  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  You  had  no  hesitation  in  giving  a  certificate  that  you  had  voted  for  McLean  ? 
—A.  Not  at  all. 

By  Mr,  Belcourt : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  name  of  the  man  that  told  you  Cummings  was  trying 
to  look  at  your  ballot  ? — A.  No,  1  do  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  attach  any  importance  to  the  statement? — A.  I  think  not, they 
were  laughing. 

Q.  Was  itsaid  jokingly?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  you  took  it  as  a  joke  V — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Brittan: 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote? — A.  In  the  forenoon. 

Q.  And  tben  you  were  there  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  \es. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  day  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  the  rest  of  the  day  ? — ^A.  1  went  to  Goderich  and  on  the 
way  back  I  stopped  at  the  poll. 

Q.  You  were  interested  enough  to  be  there  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
was  interested  in  the  result. 

Q.  And  what  time  did  you  get  back  there  again  ? — A.  About  three  o'clock. 

Q.  You  were  there  from  three  to  five? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  at  five  o'clock  there  was  a  general  march  in  behind  the  screen,  is  that 
correct? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  joined  too  in  the  march  ?  Who  were  there  ? — A.  The  scrutineers  and 
returning  officer  were  there  all  the  time.  They  were  at  liberty  to  go  behind  the 
screen. 

Q.  But  another  man  went  behind  apparently  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  a  scrutineer  or  who  he  was. 

Q.  Who  did  you  identify  that  went  behind  the  screen  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ?— 
A.  Shaw  and  McManus,  I  did  not  see  Cummings  go  myself,  but  suppose  he  was 
there.    Michael  Tobin  and  John  Lawson  and  Dancy. 

Q.  And  when  they  got  behind  there  you  know  nothing  whether  Cummings  was 
there  or  not,  you  heard  McManus  say  something  as  to  who  he  was  ? — A.  He  asks 
this  man  what  authority  he  had  for  being  there,  and  I  understood  Dancy  to  say 
ascertain  and  find  out. 

Q.  You  are  sure  it  was  at  that  time  that  McManus  asked  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  ask  anything  at  any  other  time  during  the  day  ? — A.  No, 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Dancy  at  any  other  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  first? — A.  He  was  there  when  I  came  back. 

Q,  Don't  you  think  it  was  at  that  time  you  heard  McManus  ask  this  ? — A.  No, 
I  swear  it  positively,  because  he  wasn't  there. 

Q.  It  is  very  curious  that  you  should  swear  to  these  words  at  that  time  ? — ^A. 
I  swore  that  I  could  not  say  positively  just  the  exact  words. 

Q.  What  other  words  did  you  hear  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  I  have  any  right  to  tell 
what  transpired  at  the  poll. 

Q.  You  have  told  me  this,  but  you  cannot  tell  me  anything  else  that  was  said 
by  anybody  ? 

Mr.  RussBLL. — Everything  has  been  thrown  open,  you  must  tell  everything  you 
are  asked. 
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By  Mr.  Britian  : 

Q.  I  suppose  you  were  canvassed  for  your  vote  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so,  sir. 
Q.  Have  you  always  voted  that  way  7— A.  Yes,  nearly.    I  have  voted  the  other 
way,  for  M.  C.  Cameron. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  being  canvassed  this  time  ?  -A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  .• 

Q.  You  passed  along,  as  I  understand  it,  Mr.  Kirkpatrick,  when  you  handed  your 
ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  You  passed  along  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  see  him  put  it  into  the  box  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  ballot  box  was  in  front  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  on  the  table,  was 
it  not?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  box  would  be  between  him  and  the  people  on  the  other  side 
of  the  room,  would  it  not? — A.  Between  him  and  those  on  one  side. 

Q.  Was  the  table  in  the  centre  ? — A.  It  was  in  the  centre,  and  there  were  people 
on  both  sides. 

Q.  The  table  was  put  in  the  centre  of  the  room  ? — A.  In  the  centre  of  the  room, 
and  the  people  on  the  benches  could  see  him  on  the  one  side,  but  they  could  not  see 
him  from  the  other. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  the  declaration  being  written  out ;  do  you  know  if  it  was 
partly  printed  ? — A.  It  was  a  partly  printed  form. 

Q.  And  you  understood  that  you  were  making  a  declaration  that  you  had  voted 
for  McLean  7 — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  : 

Q.  I  did  not  catch  what  you  said,  whether  or  not  you  were  canvassed  for  your 
vote  before  the  elections  ? — A.  I  don't  really  remember  whether  he  asked  me  for  ray 
vote  or  not. 

Q.  Just  tell  me  now  whether  anybody  asked  you  either  on  behalf  of  McLean  or 
Holmes  ? — ^A.  I  certainly  was  asked,  but  whether  it  was  by  the  candidate  or  not  I 
cannot  say.    Several  asked  me  how  I  was  going  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  anybody  solicit  you  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Can  you  lell  me  who  it  was  ? — A.  There  were  several,  but  I  do  not  know  that 
any  of  his  agents  canvassed  me  at  all. 

Q.  Were  they  men  who  were  working  for  him  in  the  elections  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know  who  his  election  agents  were. 

Q.  Somebody  canvansed  you  for  McLean  ? — A.  Several  asked  me  to  vote  for  him 
oertainly,  but  whether  they  were  his  agents  or  not  I  cannot  tell.  Even  in  our  own 
polling  place  and  a  lot  of  witnesses  there  some  of  them  asked  me  how  I  was  going 
to  vote. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  simply  the  question  as  to  how  you  were  going  to  vote? — A. 
If  that  is  not  canvassing,  I  have  not  been  canvassed. 

Q.  Did  anybody  before  the  elections  a^k  you  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — A.  Not  that 
I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Did  McLean  ask  you? — A.  I  don't  think  McLean  ever  asked  me,  but  whether 
his  agents  did  or  not  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Did  anybody  canvas  you  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  can't  remember  whether  I 
received  a  card  m  that  election  or  not. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  a  card,  did  anybody  ask  you  to  vote  for  Holmes? — ^A.  His 
agent  may,  I  am  acquainted  with  Holmes,  but  don't  think  that  Holmes  a^ked  me. 

Q.  1  did  not  ask  you  if  Holmes  asked  you,  but  if  anybody  else  did  for  Holmes  ? 
—A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Nobody  canvassed  you  for  Holmes? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  no  body  canvassed  you  for  McLean  ? — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 
2-55 
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By  Mr.  Belcourt  : 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  you  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  Several  did. 

Q.  Who? — A.  The  neighbours  in  our  own  polling  subdivision. 

Q.  What  did  you  tell  them? — A.  1  told  them  how  I  was  going  to  vote.  I 
didn't  mind,  for  1  am  not  going  to  vote  for  a  man  and  be  ashamed  to  tell  it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say  you  would  vote  for? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Who  were  the  neighbours  who  asked  you? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  all  exactly. 
MoManus  was  one  and  Taylor  another.     He  in  a  witness  here. 

Q.  Where  did  they  ask  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that  exactly,  a  person  can't 
remember  everything,  you  know. 

Q.  No,  I  am  not  finding  fault  with  you,  but  asking  you  to  remember  what  you 
can.  Just  try  what  you  can  remember.  Did  anybody  come  to  your  house  and  there 
ask  you  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — A.  No,  sir,  they  did  not. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  your  house  and  canvass  you  for  Holmes? — A.  Not 
that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  The  questions  that  you  were  asked  as  to  how  you  were  going  to  vote  were 
all  a^ked  you  when  you  were  away  from  your  home  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  You  just  happened  to  meet  them? — A.  Just  happened  to  meet. 

Witness  discharged. 

The  Committee  then  adjourned. 
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WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY 


House  of  Commons, 

Monday,  24th  July,  1899. 

The  Oommittee  mot  at  10.30  a.in.,  Mr.  Malouin,  in  the  absoDoe  of  the  Chairman 

preeiding. 

Inquiry  re  the  last  Domiaion   election  in  west  riding  of  county   of   Huron 
rasamed. 


Hamilton  MoMands  (No.  40  on  the  poll  book)  sworn  : 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  McManns  where  do  yon  live? — A.  In  Colborne. 

Q.  In  Colborne?  You  voted  in  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding 
of  Huron? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  2l8t  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  No.  4,  Colborne,  where  Mr.  Donald  Cummings  was  the  presid- 
ing officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q-  The  candidates  were  Robert  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  show  me  how  you  marked  your  ballot? — A.  I  marked  it  here. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  didO  opposite  Mr,  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  you  folded  it  I  suppose  and  what  did  you  do 
with  it  then?~A.  1  just  folded  it  double  and  banded  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Handed  it  to  Mr.  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  gave  to  you  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  closely  watch  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Well  not  particularly  so. 
I  handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  or  not  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  obsoi^ve  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ?— A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  observe? — A.  No. 

Q.  After  handing  him  it  did  you  stand  there  or  did  you  pass  along  ? — A.  I  passed 
along. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  You  did  not  observe  what  he  did  with  your  ballot? — A.  Well  not  particu 
larly  anything  than  I — 

Q.  In  a  general  'way? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  In  a  general  way  you  waited  until  he  put  it  in  the  box.  Well,  you  saw  him 
put  it  in  the  Dox  ? — A,  I  cannot  say  positively,  I  just  simply  handed  him  the  ballot 
and  be  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and  put  it  into  the  box,  I  suppose.  I  didn't  take  no 
particular  notice,  I  just  passed  right  on  out. 

Q.  You  were  looking  at  him  when  he  handled  the  ballot  ? — A.  Certainly, 

Q,  When  did  you  stop  looking  at  him  ? — A.  When  he  was  putting  it  into  the 
box. 

Q.  When  he  was  putting  it  into  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  it  into  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  looked  at  him  while  he  was  putting  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Afterwards  of  course  Mr.  McLean  saw  you ;  he  got  you  to  make  a  statement 
in  reference  to  your  vote  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  with  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  There  was  nobody  I  think ;  I  met  him  in 
the  street  in  Goderich, 
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Q.  I  prefer  you  to  tell  what  he  said  ? — A.  There  was  some  conversation,  I  cannot 
tell  you  exactly,  bat  he  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  this  paper. 

Q.  Asked  if  you  would  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  have  the  paper  with  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well  be  cannot  have  said  *'  this  paper".  He  asked  you  to  sign  this  paper 
but  didn't  have  any  paper  with  him  ?  He  could  not  have  said  then  "  this  paper  ", 
didhe?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  do  not  profess  to  give  his  exact  words  ?— A.  No  I  cannot  give  his  exact 
words. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  remember  what  he  said  as  nearly  as  you  can,  what  he  said 
about  the  paper  you  were  to  sign? — A.  Well  I  do  not  know  us  I  could  tell  you 
exactly  anything  more  than  he  was  going  around  getting  the  names  of  the  voters; 
he  said  he  was  going  to  get  the  names  of  those  who  voted  for  him.  He  thought  he 
did  not  get  a  fair  show. 

Q.  And  then  what  else? — A.  I  think  that  was  all. 

Q.  He  must  have  mentioned  something  about  the  papers? — ^A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber anything  else  particularly. 

Q.  The  only  reason  I  said  anything  else  is  that  you  said  ''this  paper"  and  I 
said  there  must  be  some  paper? — ^A.  I  understood  it  that  way. 

Q.  I  would  not  expect  you  to  remember  exactly  what  was  said  any  more  than 
I  could  remember  it  myself.  And  when  did  you  have  the  paper  to  sign  ? — A.  I 
signed  the  paper  afterwaixis  in  Groderich  in  Mr.  Hays'  office.    1  did  not  sign  that  day. 

Q.  He  was  not  ready  that  day  for  you  to  give  your  signature,  to  sign  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  find  out  ? — A.  One  of  my  neighboui-s  told  me  he  was  in  town 
and  that  McLean  wanted  me  to  go  and  >Bign  and  I  went. 

Q.  You  went  to  his  office  and  of  course  you  read  the  paper? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  read  it  all  over? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yon  put  on  your  signature  ? — A.  Yee. 

Q.  You  did  not  swear  on  any  book  or  anything  ot  the  kind? — A.  No. 

Q,  He  read  it  over  to  you? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  This  was  shortly  after  the  election,  McManus,  that  you  made  this  declara- 
tion ? — A.  Well  I  cannot  say  exactly  what  length  of  time  it  was,  it  was  quite  a  little 
time  after  the  election. 

Q.  You  stated  that  you  saw  the  returning  officer  put  the  ballot  in  the  box.  Are 
you  able  to  tell  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  put  the  same  ballot  in  the  box  that  you 
handed  back  to  him  ?  Do  you  know  that  positively  of  you  own  knowledge  ? — ^A. 
I  handed  him  the  ballot  in  the  usual  way.  I  did  not  take  any  particular  notice  any 
more  than  that  I  thought  he  put  it  into  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Had  you  any  suspicions  at  the  time  that  there  was  any  doubt  about  its  going 
into  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  You  had  no  suspicion  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  for  that  reason  I  suppose  your  observation  was  not  very  close  ? — A. 


No. 


By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 


Q.  So  far  as  your  own  recollection  goes,  what  took  place  at  the  poll.  When 
you  brought  back  your  ballot  if  I  undestood  you  right  you  saw  him  tear  the  coun- 
terfoil off. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  put  it  on  the  table  when  he  tore  it  off? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  he  hold  the  papers,  show  me  with  these  papera  ? — A.  He  put  the 
ballot  something  in  this  way. 

Q.  Yes.— A.  And  lore  it  off. 

Q.  Leaving  the  ballot  in  which  hand  ? — A.  In  the  left  hand. 

Q.  And  then  so  far  as  your  observation  went  did  what  with  them  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  what  he  done  with  what  he  tore  off.     I  did  not  notice. 

Q.  But  with  the  ballot  ?— A.  He  put  it  into  the  box. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  71 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  about  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  You  have  no  doubt  about  it  ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  No  doubt  about  it  now  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  you  had  no  doubt  about  it  then  or  now?^A. 
Oh,  well,  I  had  no  doubt  about  it  then  as  I  can  see ;  I  hadn't  any  that  I  could  see; 
I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  MoLean  when  he  spoke  to  you  said  that  he  wanted  to  get  the 
names  of  those  who  had  voted  for  him,  when  be  spoke  to  you  about  this  declaration  ? 
—A.  T  es,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  did  not  quite  gather  what  you  said  about  his  not  getting  fair  play  ? — 
A.  Weil,  £  don't  know  as  I  can  put  it  just  in  the  words  he  used.  He  said  he  thought 
there  was  more  votes  in  that  polling  division  than  they  counted ;  that  there  ought 
to  have  been  more  votes  there  than  was  counted  for  him. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  McConnbll,  No.  41  in  the  poll  book,  sworn  : 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  McConnell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  elections  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899,  for 
the  riding  of  West  Huron  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  polling  subdivision  at  which  Mr.  Donald  Gummings  was 
deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.   For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  Robert  McLean  and  Robert  Holmes,  I  think? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  this  ballot  and  show  me  how  you  marked  your  ballot  ? — 
A.  I  pat  the  cross  here  opposite  Mr.  Mcfjean's  name. 

Q.  You  marked  with  a  cross  in  the  circular  space  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 
The  ballot  that  you  marked  you  received  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A. 
les. 

Q.  After  you  marked  it  you  folded  it,  T  suppose  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  yon  do  with  it  then  7 — A.  Took  it  out  and  gave  it  to  Mr. 
Cammings. 

Q.  To  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  take  out  and  give  him  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  him  ? 
—A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  closely  to  see  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tearing  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  He  was  tearing  it  off  as  I 
passed  out. 

Q.  He  tore  it  off  as  you  passed  along  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  I  understand  he  was  tearing  it  off  as  you  passed  along  and  went  out  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  pass  out  or  wait  a  while  ? — A.  I  passed  right  out. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  your  ballot  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits: 

Q.  You  saw  the  parties  who  were  there? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 
Q.  And  I  suppose  they  were  pretty  well  known  to  you? — A.  Yes,  they  were 
all  knowD  to  me. 

Q.  Who  were  the  men  there? — A,  I  recollect  McManus. 
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Q.  He  represented  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  McManns  was  one  ? — A,  And  Mr.  Gummings. 

Q.  Who  were  the  two  McLean  scrutineers? — A.  Mr.  Shaw  and  Mr.  MoManas. 

Q.  Shaw  and  McManus,  and  then  Mr.  Holnies*  two  soruiineerd  were  aleo  there? 
— ^A.  One  I  remember. 

Q.  One  you  remember,  Cummings  you  remember;  they  were  standing  around 
the  returning  officer? — A.  Well.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Well,  within  the  usual  place  the  scrutineern  were  standing  watching  the  pro- 
ceedings, seeing  fair-play  to  each  party? — A.  Well,  yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  been  accustomed,  I  suppose,  to  vote  at  elections? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  ? — A.  The  last  two  years  I  voted,  but  previous  to  that  1  hadn't  voted  for 
ten  years. 

Q.  Hadn't  voted  for  ton  yeai*s ;  and  had  you  taken  any  instructions  in  ballot 
voting? — A.  Yes,  Mr.  Cummings  explainei,  asked  me  if  I  knew  how  to  mark  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  deputy  returning  officer  asked  you;  and  you  told  him  you  did? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  and  marked  il  for  McLean,  or  believed  you  did  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  marked  it  with  pencil  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Cummings? — A.  Ycp. 

Q.  And  you  remember  up  lo  the  time  of  tearing  off  the  counterfoil  distinctly, 
but  you  passed  on  ? — A.  He  was  tearing  it  off  as  I  passed  and  I  didn't  remain  to  see 
what  he  had  done  with  it. 

Q.  You  were  satisfied,  I  suppose,  that  all  would  be  right,  Mr.  Cummings  and  all 
being  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  Cummings,  I  suppose  ? — A.  I  know  him  to  meet  him. 

Q,  You  were  not  neighbours,  1  suppose;  you  were  not  a  close  neighbour  appar- 
ently ? — A.  No,  not  very  close. 

Q.  Otherwise,  ho  being  there  many  years,  you  would  know  him  ? — A.  I  have 
only  been  there  three  years  myself. 

Q.  A  comparative  stianger? — A.  Well,  no. 

Q.  But  comparatively  to  men  who  have  been  there  30  and  40  years? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don*t  know  what  became  of  the  ballot? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  the  fact  that  the  diflFeront  scrutineers  were  around  gave  you  an  idea  all 
would  be  right? — A.  I  never  thought  anything  of  it, 

Q.  You  did  not  think  it  worth  while  waiting  to  see  it  put  in  the  box,  you 
thought  it  would  be  all  right,  otherwise  you  would  have  waited  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  were  afterwards  spoken  to  by  McLean,  were  you  ? — A.  No,  not  until 
McLean  was  round  with  these  papers. 

Q.  Where  was  that  ? — A.  He  came  to  my  place. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  was  that  ? — A.  1  cannot  say  exactly. 

Q.  Well,  give  us  some  idea  ;  one  of  the  witnesses  preceding  was  asked  and  did 
not  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  I  don't  ask  you  to  a  day,  but  give  us  an  idea  ? — A.  It  might  have  been  three 
weeks  or  a  month. 

Q.  A  month  we  will  say  ;  he  came  to  your  house  ;  was  he  accompanied  by  any 
one  ?-  A.  By  Mr.  Johnson. 

Q.  What  did  he  want,  what  did  he  say  he  wanted  ? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  would 
sign  this  paper. 

Q.  He  produced  the  paper  and  asked  you  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Haa  you  not  some  curiosity  to  know  what  you  were  signing,  whether  it 
was  a  note  of  hand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  all  prepared  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  this  paper  say  which  was  prepared  for  you?— A.  That  I  had  voted 
for  him. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  have  no  doubt  he  was  a  good  friend  of  yours,  Mr. 
McLean  ? — A.  Well,  nothing  particular. 

Q.  You  voted  for  him  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  signed  his  paper,  no  doubt  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  A  frieDdly  act.  Toa  did  not  take  any  oath  about  it  ? — A.  He  told  me  to  be 
partioalar  to  read  it  befoi*e  I  signed  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you,  did  he  ask  you  to  take  an  oath  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  produce  a  Bible  ?— A.  No, 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  say  anything  more  on  that  point  ?  I  don't  want  to  leave 
anything  uncleared  up  ;  did  he  ask  you  to  take  any  oath  about  this  paper  7 — A.  No, 
bnti  think  Johnson  gave  me  to  understand,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it  was  the 
same  thing. 

Q.  You  do  not  seem  to  have  a  dear  recollection  ? — A.  No,  as  I  didn't  think 
there  would  be  anything  about  it. 

Q.  It  was  all  a  printed  form  ? — A.  I  cannot  recollect. 

Q.  I  don't  blame  you,  but  just  look  at  that  paper,  which  the  gentlemen  produce 
as  the  document  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  it  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  sign  it  there  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  ho  signed  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  in  your  house  or  in  the  carriage  ? — A.  He  met  mo  at  the  gate. 

Q.  And  you  signed  on  the  carriage  side  ? — A.  No,  I  signed  it  on  the  gate  po^t. 

Q.  It  was  all  printed  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  But  that  is  the  paper  and  it  speaks  for  itself  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  "That  I  markcKl  a  ballot  paper  for  the  said  Eobert  McLean";  that  is  all 
printed?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  see ;  it  is  a  printed  form  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  not  told  them  that  before.  You  hadn't  seen  them  before? — A.  No, 
I  had  not  seen  them  before. 

Q.  It  was  rather  curious  they  should  prepare  an  affidavit^  for  you  to  swear  to, 
that  you  had  marked  your  ballot  in  the  identical  spot  opposite  McLean's  name, 
before  he  had  ever  asked  you  whether  you  had.  Did  it  strike  you  as  curious  at  all  ? 
—A.  No,  it  did  not. 

Q.  Does  it  not  strike  you  now  as  rather  curious  that  somebody  should  prepare 
a  very  special  affidavit  for  you  to  sign  ? — A.  It  did  not  strike  me,  not  in  particular 
when  it  was  explained  what  it  was  for. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  know  Mr.  McLean  intimately  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  one  of  those  who  dealt  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  dealt  with  him.  This 
last  winter  on  one  occasion. 

Q.  Did  he  canvass  you  for  your  vote? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  did  not.    Had  you  been  canvansed  by  others  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  they  know  you  to  be  a  thorough  Conservative  an  out  and  outer,  that's 
what  it  Is  called  I  think  ? — A.  Yea,  I  would  think  so. 

Q.  A  true  blue  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Eh  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure,  but  I  think  so. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  are  supposed  to  be  so  fixed  in  your  opinion  one  way 
or  the  other  that  nobody  asked  you  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
their  reason,  but  no  pei*8on  canvassed  me. 

Q.  But  no  person  asked  you  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
remember  of. 

Q.  It  does  not  appear  to  have  been  a  very  active  canvass  taking  place  up  there 
in  that  poll.  Did  you  go  and  ask  other  people  yourself.  Were  you  a  canvasser  ? — 
A.  No,  I  did  not  take  very  much  interest  in  politics. 

Q.  Simply  went  out  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  When  yon  took  your  ballot  out  did  you  notice  whether  the  initials  of  Mr. 
Gummings  were  on  the  back  of  that  ballot  or  not? — A.  I  cannot  say,  I  did  not 
notice. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


74  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Dill  you  stay  in  when  any  other  voteiis  were  voting  ? — A.  Not  after  I  voted, 
Q.  Before  you  voted  ? — A.  1  think  I  had  to  wait  on  one  person. 
Q.  Did  you  take  any  particular  notice  of  voting  going? — A.  No,  I  did  not, 
Q.  So  that  you  would  not  be  able  to  pay  whether  the  deputy  returning  officer 
marked  hits  initials  on  the  ballot  or  not? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  I  think  up  to  the  time  mentioned  ten  years  ago  you  were  in  Australia  ?— 
A.  I  was  in  Australia  three  yeai*s,  South  America  three  years,  Africa  three  years, 
and  West  Indies,  one  year, 

Q.  Your  politics  were  pretty  well  known  I  think  in  the  district  ? — ^A.  Pretty 
well  known  I  think. 

Witness  was  discharged. 


Hbnbt  Zobllnbb,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  You  are  No.  36  on  the  poll  book?    You  reside  in  Colborne  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  on  2l8t  February  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  McLean  were  the  candidates? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Donald  Cnmmings  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at 
which  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  voted  for  whom  ?  For  whom  did  you  voted  ? — A.  I  voted  for  Mr. 
McLean. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  mark  on  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  made  what  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  place  opposite  his  name  where  you  were  to  mark  a 
cross? — A.  In  a  circular  white  disc  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  That  is  where  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  That  is  where  I  put  my  cross. 

Q.  Who  gave  you  the  ballot  which  you  marked  ? — A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it? — 
A.  After  I  had  marked  it  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  closely  to  see  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  watched  him  till 
he  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  can't  just  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tear  anything  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  put  anything  in  his  pocket? — A.  No,  sir. 

^,  Did  you  pass  right  along  when  you  gave  him  the  ballot  or  did  you  stand 
there  ? — A.  I  passed  right  along. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  when  you  passed  along,  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  He  pat  it 
in  the  box. 

Q.  He  was  putting  it  in  the  box  when  you  passed  along? — A.  When  I  passed 
along. 

By  Mr.  Mills  ; 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  initial  "  D.  C."  on  the  ballot  when  you  got  it? — A,  No, 
I  did  not  look. 
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By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  Who  did  70Q  oome  oat  to  the  polling  booth  with  ? — A.  Mr.  Chishoim. 
Q.  Did  yoa  have  any  oonversation  with  Mr.  ChiBholm  as  you  wore  coming  out? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  word  at  all  ? — A.  So. 

Q.  How  far  did  you  walk  with  him  ? — A.  I  had  a  ride  with  him. 

Q.  How  far  did"^  yod  ride  out  with  him  ? — A.  From  my  house  to  the  polling 
booth. 

Q.  How  far  waA  that  7 — A.  About  a  mile  and  three  quarters. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  anything  to  yoa,  and  you  did  not  say  anything  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  a  quaker  s  meeting  coming  out.  You  didn't  have  any  conversation 
at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  there  was  another  man  with  me. 

Q.  Didn't  you  talk  about  the  weather.  What  did  you  talk  about? — A.  We 
didn't  talk  anything  about  the  elections. 

Q.  You  mean  you  did  not  talk  about  the  elections  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  man  ? — A.  Dan,  McLeod.  ' 

Q.  What  is  he.  Grit  or  Tory  ? — A.  I  'don't  know  what  he  is,  I  didn't  ask  him. 

Q*  Did  he  go  in  for  free  corn  or  not?  Who  is  he  7 — A.  He  came  with  Chishoim 
EDd  went  back  with  Chishoim,  that's  about  all  I  can  tell  yoa. 

Q.  He  and  Chishoim  are  political  friends? — A.  He  is  working  for  him. 

Q.  Well  now,  which  part  of  the  ballot  was  it  you  put  yoar  mark  on,  the  upper 
or  lower  ? — A.  The  lower  part. 

Q.  And  you  read  it? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  You  read  English  ?--A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  I'ead  English  as  well  as  you  do  German  ? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  And  speak  English  very  well  I  see  too?  Well  now,  you  had  some  conversa- 
tion with  Chishoim  after  you  came  out  of  the  polling  booth? — ^A.  No,  I  talked  to 
him  but  that  is  about  all. 

Q.  You  talked  to  him.  You  cannot  tell  us  what  he  said  to  you  and  what  you 
said  to  him  when  you  were  going  out  of  the  polling  booth? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  anything  you  said  going  in  or  coming  out? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  went  up  in  the  waggon  with  Chishoim  and  MoLeod  and  when  you  came 
back  you  had  a  conversation  with  him  ?— A.  I  did  not  go  all  the  way  back  with  him. 

Q.  You  did  drive  back  part  of  the  way  with  Chishoim? — A.  Yes  sir,  but  I  met 
my  own  neigh  boar. 

Q.  This  Mr.  Chishoim,  I  was  just  going  to  ask  you  what  Mr.  Chishoim  he  was, 
what  bis  initials  are  7 — A.  James  Chishoim. 

Q.  James  Chishoim  7 — A.  Yes.  ^ 

Q.  You  told  him,  Chishoim,  how  you  voted? — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  And  you  told  him  how  you  were  going  to  vote? — A.  No. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  give  him  any  idea? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  by  Mr.  McLean  7 — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  of  McLean's  friends  that  you  knew  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  Yoa  wore  not  canvassed  at  all  one  way  or  the  other? — A.  One  way  or  the 
other. 

Q.  The  first  person  you  saw  with  regard  to  taking  you  up  to  the  booth  was 
Chishoim?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  McLeod  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  none  of  the  other  side  had  come  for  you  and  asked  you  how  you  were 
going  to  vote?— A.  No. 

ii.  To  ask  for  your  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Neither  McLean  or  any  of  his  friends  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  Chishoim  drove  ap  to  your  door  for  you  I  suppose? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  say  then  ? — A.  He  came  out  and  said  he  wanted  to  drive 
me  down. 

Q.  To  the  place  to  vote?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  McLeod  was  with  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  jumped  into  the  waggon? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  drove  to  the  poll  ? — A.  Yeg  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  snow  on  the  ground  ? — A.  Yes,  bat  they  had  a  baggy. 

Q.  A  two-seated  or  one-seated  buggy  ? — A.  There  was  only  one  seat. 

Q.  And  you  got  snugly  in  between  Chisholm  and  McLeod  and  drove  ap  to  the 
polls  and  then  went  back  on  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  not  German,  and  nobody  had  asked  yoa  to  vote  for  MoLean  any  time? 
— A.  No  bir. 

Q.  And  while  you  went  up  you  thought  you  would  change  your  mind  and  give 
McLean  a  vote  ? — A.  I  always  voted  that  way. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  the  previous  election  ? — A.  What  election  was  that. 

Q.  In  June  1896,  the  Dominion  election  of  1896  ?— A.  In  1896  I  voted— 

Q.  Who  were  the  candidates  in  1896  ? — A.  Was  Mr.  Cameron  running  in  1896  T 

Q.  You  arc  wiser  than  I  am,  I  do  not  know  ? — A.  Mr.  Cameron  was  one. 

Q.  Who  else  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  who  was  the  other. 

Q.  McLean  was  one  ?— A.  McLean  and  Cameron,  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q^  You  deal  with  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  sell  him  stock  ? — A.  Not  oftep. 

Q.  Sometimes  ? — A.  Sometimes,  not  often. 

Q.  And  you  considered  he  was  the  best  man  for  the  county  because  ho  buys 
the  stock  ? — A.  In  one  way  he  is  I  suppose ;  I  think  so. 

Q.  Anyway  you  drove  out  with  Chisholm  and  Mr.  McLeod  and  they  never  said 
anything  to  you  about  your  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  you  said  something  to  Mr.  Chisholm  when  you  were  going  back  about 
voting  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  you  don't  run  elections  there  the  way  we  do  in  our  part  of  the  country. 
Do  you  mean  to  say  you  drove  a  mile  and  a  half  and  did  not  talk  ? — A.  We  talked 
about  something  or  other. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  20  years. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  a  very  long  time,  is  he  one  of  your  neighbours  ? — A. 
He  lives  about  two  miles  away. 

Q.  Do  you  meet  him  frequently  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  do  not  go  to  the  same  church  I  suppose,  being  so  far  away  ? — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  been  intimately  acquainted  with  him  for  these  20  years  or  not  ?— 
A.  I  had  no  dealings  with  him;  I  had  a  little  dealings  some  times  but  not  much. 

Q.  In  a  friendly  way,  a  social  way  ? — A.  No,  I  had  no  dealings  with  him  in  a 
ftiend^y  way,  a  social  way. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  enough  to  tell  what  sort  of  a  man  he  is  ? — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  An  honest  m^n  or  not,  you  do  not  know  ? — A.  I  think  he  is  an  honest  mao 
all  right  enough. 

Q.  An  honest  man  all  right  enough.  Mr.  McLean  came  to  see  you  after,  didn't 
he  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  afterwards? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  how  long,  it  was  the  time  he 
fetched  the  writings. 

Q.  Was  anybody  with  him  the  time  he  fetched  the  writings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  with  him? — A.  Mr.  Johnston. 

Q.  Mr.  Johnston  ? — A.  Mr.  M.  O.  Johnston. 

Q.  He  had  the  writings  with  him? — A.  He  had  the  writings  with  him. 

Q.  Did  he  show  you  the  writings  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  first  time  you  heard  about  the  writings  ? — A.  The  first  time  I 
heard  about  the  writings. 

Q.  He  and  Johnston  brought  the  writings  to  your  house  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  driving  around  together  with  the  writings  that  way  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  had  one  filled  out  for  you? — A.  Yes,  sir.    They  had  it  filled  up. 

Q.  They  didn't  show  you  any  others  I  suppose  except  your  own  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  whether  others  were  filled  up  or  not  ? — A.  I  cannot  toll ; 
it  was  filled  up  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  you  signed  that  one,  just  put  your  name  to  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  used  no  book,  no  Bible  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  signed  your  name  in  German  letters  or  in  Gnglisb  letters  ? — A..  I  can 
sign  in  English  letten«. 

Q.  Signed  in  English  letters  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q.  You  did  sign  that  ? — A.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  wbat  it  was  that  they  asked  you  to  sign  ? — A.  They  read 
it  over  to  me. 

Q.  The  first  thing  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  your  name  in  it?-^A.  Yes,  my  name  was  in  it. 

Q.  You  Higned  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  they  rolled  it  up  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  drove  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  all  that  occurred  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  put  up  your  hand,  or  use  the  book  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  You  just  simply  signed  the  document  ? — A.  Signed  the  document. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  ihiuk  carefully  about  what  your  recollection  is,  all  about  this, 
because  I  want  you  to  recollect  everything  that  was  said  by  you  or  him  ? — A. 
There  was  nothing  said ;  he  asked  me  first  if  I  voted  for  him  and  I  said  yes ;  he 
asked  me  if  I  would  sign  this  paper  and  I  said  yes. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  sign  it  without  knowing  what  it  was  '( — A.  He  read  it  over. 

Q.  He  asked  you  to  sign  it  and  you  had  him  read  it  over  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  having  said  you  would  sign  the  paper  you  did  sign  it  ? — A.  I  did  sign  it. 

Q.  He  first  asked  you  if  you  had  voted  for  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  him  at  any  time  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  promised  any  of  his  friends  at  any  time  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  D'd  you  promise  anything  to  any  body  ? — A.  I  always  vote  that  way  and  I 
can  hardly  say  if  I  did  promise  anyone. 

Q.  Now,  didn't  you  promise  Chisholm  that  you  would  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes? — 
A.  ^osir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  lead  Chisholm  to  believe  you  would  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A. 
Well,  he  talked  to  me  me  and  asked  if  I  would  vote  for  him,  and  I  said  neither  yes 
nor  no. 

Q.  You  gave  him  some  answer  ? — A.  I  gave  him  no  satisfaction. 

Q.  You  gave  him  some  answer? — A.  I  neither  said  no  nor  yes. 

Q.  You  went  up  in  his  team  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  rode  up  and  you  and  your  neighbor  jumped  out,  and  you  had  no  conver- 
sation about  the  election?  Chisholm  might  come  here  and  I  want  you  to  remember. 
—A.  I  told  you  the  truth  about  that. 

Q.  Now  in  the  previous  election  you  say  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  too  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  paper  was  his  name  on  ?  Mr.  Zoellner,  which  kind  of  ballot 
was  it  you  voted  on  ;  this  kind  (showing  witness  one  of  the  ballots  from  Ashbridge 
Township,  exhibit  No.  7),  or  that  kind  (showing  one  of  the  ballots  from  Colborne 
Township,  exhibit  No.  6) ;  which  kind  was  it  of  these  two  ? — A.  One  with  a  square 
hole  I  think  ;  I  would  not  like  to  ^wear  to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  which  of  these  two  it  would  be  like  or  whether  like  either 
of  them  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it  was  like  either  of  them,  I  would  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  think  the  place  where  you  put  the  cross  was  square  ? — A.  I  think  it 
might  be  square,  I  would  not  swear  whether  it  was  round  hole  or  a  square  hole. 

Q.  Your  idea  would  be  ? — A.  My  ideas  would  be  that  it  was  a  square  hole,  not  a 
round  one. 

By  Mr.  Sifton: 
Q.  That  is  a  square  white  bole? — A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Bumll  : 

Q.  Bead  that  one  and  see  whether  it  is  the  same  as  this ;  I  want  to  see  whether 
it  is  the  f>ame ;  did  you  have  your  glasses  on  when  yon  voted  ? — ^^A.  Yes,  always 
carried  them. 

Q.  Bat  your  spectacles  were  not  good  enough  to  see  whether  it  was  a  round  or 
square  hole  ? — A.  That  is  my  memory. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  little  confused  when  you  got  in  there  and  wondered  what  was 
the  right  way  to  mark  your  ballot  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  got  confused  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  was  trying  to  get  from  you  what  position  the  name  was  in  when  you  voted 
there,  when  there  were  three  candidateH  to  be  voted  for  ? — A.  Three. 

Q.  That  was  in  1896  ?— A.  I  voted  for  the  Conservative. 

Q.  Things  wei*e  so  mixed  up  I  didn't  think  any  one  could  vote  Conservative  and 
be  sure ;  what  position  was  the  name  in  on  the  ballot,  upper,  middle  or  lower  ? — ^A. 
I  don't  remember. 

Q.  That  is  not  so  much  longer  ago  than  February;  are  you  sure  thatyoa 
remember  where  it  was,  above  or  below,  when  you  put  your  mark  in  February  ?— 
A.  Well  I  am  sure  of  that.  I  put  it  at  the  bottom. 

Q.  But  you  cannot  be  sure  of  the  previous  election  ? — A.  No,  I  can't. 

Q.  Then  there  was  an  election  between  these,  an  Ontario  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  candidates  were  there  then  to  vote  for  ? — A.  Two. 

Q.  How  long  ago  was  that,  do  you  remember  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well  you  can  remember  the  circumstances  ? — A.  It  was  last  summer. 

Q.  Was  it  on  the  upper  part  or  the  lower  part  of  the  ballot  you  put  your  mark 
that  time  ? — A.  On  thelower  part. 

Q.  And  who  was  it  you  voted  for  ? — A.  I  voted  for  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  candidate  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Garrow. 

Q.  And  you  voted  for  Beck  and  put  your  mark  on  the  lower  part  of  the  ballot  t 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  candidate  was  Mr.  Garrow? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  just  two  candidates  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Beck  and  Mr.  Garrow  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  voted  for  Mr.  Beck,  and  put  your  mark  on  the  lower  part  of  the 
ballot  ? — A.  I  wouldn't  like  to  swear  to  that. 

Q.  You  are  not  swearing,  any  more  about  that  than  you  are  about  this  one.  You 
are  not  any  more  certain  about  that  than  you  are  about  this  McLean-Holmes  case  ? 
— A.  No,  I  don't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  anything  more  particular  about  that  than  this? — ^A. 
No. 

Q.  Everybody  can  be  mistaken? — A.  Anybody  might  be  mistaken.  I  read  the 
names ;  that  is  all  I  can  say. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  would  just  like  to  know  whether  you  are  certain  or  not  about  the  marking 
of  the  ballot,  whether  it  was  on  the  top  or  the  bottom;  you  seem  to  say  you  had 
some  doubt  as  to  whether  you  signed  it  on  the  top  or  the  bottom? — A.  The  last 
election  I  signed  the  bottom. 

Q.  And  the  previous  election  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  You  can't  remember? — A.  All  I  can  say  is  I  voted  for  Beck;  that  is  all  I  can 
say. 

Q.  How  can  you  say  differently  here  this  time? — A.  I  know  that  McLean's 
name  was  on  the  bottom. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  it? — A.  I  knew  it. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  the  ballot  paper,  except  the  one  time  you  went  in  there  to 
vote  ? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  it  anywhere  else. 

Q.  Only  that  once  ? — ^A.  That  once. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  can  remember  about  it? — A.  All  I  can  remember  about  it. 
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Q.  Aod  yon  canDOt  remember  about  that  paper  anymore  than  the  other,  except 
that  you  thought  you  were  intendiDg  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — ^A .  This  last  election  ia 
more  in  my  memory  than  the  other  one — the  other  one  is  so  long  ago. 

Q.  The  other  one  is  longer  ago? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  can  remember  this  one  better,  you  think  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  saw  the  ballot  paper  any  time  but  that  once? — A.  Juftt  that  once. 

Q.  And  you  remember,  you  think  you  remember,  wherevou  put  your  mark  on 
the  ballot,  whether  it  was  at  the  top  or  at  the  botton  ? — A.  'Ye^,  air. 

Q.  And  it  was  a  square  mark  or  disc  ? — A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  recollection? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  aa  sure  of  that  as  that  you  marked  it  at  the  bottom  or  the  top  ? — 
A  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  as  sure  of  one  now  as  the  other  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  recollection  of  the  last  election — the  last  one  you  remember  distinctly 
dontvou? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  That  is  not  very  long  ago? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  it  before  your  mind's  eye  now  I  suppose? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  place  where  you  marked  it  was  a  square  hole? — A.  That  is  my 
opinion. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  at  all  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  your  vote  depended  upon  that  you  will  be  prepared  to  swear  to  it  ? — 
A  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  as  sure  about  that  as  you  are  that  you  marked  it  at  the  lower 
side  of  the  ballot?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Chisholm  canvas  you  very  hard  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Come  now,  Henry  Zoellner,  do  you  mean  to  say  that  he  drove  to  your  house 
and  took  you  to  the  polls  and  never  canvassed  you  at  all  ? — A.  He  did  canvass  me 
bat  did'nt  say  much  about  it     He  knew  of  course  I  was  an  opposition  man. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you : — A.  He  wanted  to  show  me  some  papers  about 
what  Holmes  had  done  and  I  said  I  couldn't  read.  I  can  read  printing  but  what  he 
had  was  written. 

Q.  The  papers  he  wanted  to  show  you  were  in  writing  were  they? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  papers  were  they  ? — A.  I  couldn't  tell  you  what  he  had  the 
papers  for. 

Q.  Did  he  read  them  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  were  they  about  ? — A.  It  showed  that  I  should  vote  for  Holmes 
because  of  what  he  could  do  for  the  county. 

Q.  So  there  was  a  pretty  hard  canvass,  a  pretty  heavy  canvass? — A.  I  do  not 
think  he  canvassed  much. 

Q.  He  asked  you  to  vote  for  Holmes  and  read  you  some  papers  showing  how 
you  ought  to  vote  for  Holmes,  that  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  tne  county  and  so  on  ? 
-A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  evidently  thought  you  were  a  little  doubtful  ? — A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  You  suppose  he  did? — A.  I  noppose  he  thought  so, 

Q.  And  Dan  McLeod  I  suppose  chimed  in  too,  did  he? — A.  Well  he  had  nothing 
to  say. 

Q.  He  was  satisfied  that  Chisholm  should  do  the  talking  too  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  for  Holmes  before  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  si^  were  these  written  papers  he  was  reading  from  ? — A.  Oh,  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  What  shape  or  kind  of  papers  were  they? — ^A.  Oh,  square  shape — one  some- 
thing like  this  here. 

Q.  Pick  it  up  and  show  me  the  size  of  the  paper,  if  you  can ;  is  this  the  size  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  the  size  of  this? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that? — ^A.  I  wouldn't  like  to  swear  to  it. 

Q.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  it  was  of  that  exact  size  ? — A.  I  did  not  take  any 
notice  to  it,  but  it  was  about  that  size. 

Q.  It  was  in  writing  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  say  for  sure  whether  it  was 
written  or  printed.  I  was  out  in  the  Rtable  and  he  said  he  would  read  it  over  to  me 
it  I  couldn't  read  it,  and  I  said  I  couldn't  read  it. 

Q.  Did  he  give  it  to  you  to  read? — A.  I  couldn't  read  it. 

Q.  You  can  read  printing? — A.  I  can  read  printing. 

Q.  But  could  not  read  that? — A.  I  had  not  my  spectacles. 

Q.  Oh,  you  told  me  a  moment  ago  it  was  in  writing;  do  you  want  to  alt^r 
that? — A.  1  understood  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  alter  what  you  stated  just  now  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  want  to  alter 
that. 

Q.  You  are  prepared  to  stand  to  that  statement,  now,  that  it  was  in  writing? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  want  to  alter  that  at  all  ? — A   No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  prepared  to  swear  to  that  now  after  thinking  it  over? — A 
Well,  I  guess,  I  can  swear  to  that. 

Q.  You  guess  you  can  swear  to  that?  And  can  you  swear  what  was  in  it  when 
it  was  read  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot? — A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Q.  You  listened  very  carefully  to  it,  I  suppose? — A.  I  did  not;  I  cannot  swear 
what  was  in  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  8wear  what  was  in  it,  was  it  signed  by  anybody  ? — ^A.  I  did  not 
see  that. 

Q.  Did  he  read  any  name  on  the  top  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not.  Just  a  piece  of  paper  in  writing  without  a  name  to  it  ? — A.  I 
cannot  say  if  there  was  a  name  to  it,  he  did  not  show  it  to  mo. 

Q.  He  showed  it  to  you,  he  read  it  ? — A.  He  showed  it  to  me,  but  I  could  not  read 
it.    I  have  to  put  my  spectacles  on  to  road  something. 

Q.  After  he  read  the  paper  to  you,  you  got  into  the  wagon  to  go  to  the  poll 
with  him  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  he  got  talking  with  you  on  the  way  up  how  you  should  vote 
for  Holmes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  stopped  talking  ? — A.  We  talked  about  something  else. 

Q.  You  were  quite  satisfied  to  go  up  with  him  ? — A.  I  had  to  walk  about  two 
miles  and  I  thought  I  had  better  take  the  ride. 

Q.  I  see  you  are  a  very  wise  man.  I  suppose  you  had  been  canvassed  by  other 
people  before  this  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  no  talk  at  all  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  talk  with  anybody  at  all  about  the  elections  ? — A.  I  might  have 
talked  about  the  electionR. 

Q.  But  people  canvassed  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  Mr.  McLean  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  anybody  for  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  I  never  seen  Mr.  Holmes  till  I  came  down  here  to  the 
Parliament  House. 

Q.  Nobody  for  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  so  you  came  to  the  polls  and  from  them  and  didn't  tell  anybody  how 
you  were  going  to  vote? — A.  I  had  a  mind  to  vote  for  McLean. 

Q.  And  didn't  tell  anybody? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  swear  to  that? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  You  are  positive  that  yon  didn't  tell  anybody  how  you  were  going  to  vote 
and  when  you  came  away  from  I  he  polls  you  must  have  told  Chisholm? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  anybody,  you  swear  to  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Therefore  you  went  to  the  poll  a  very  silent  man,  no  living  being  except 
yourself  knowing  how  you  were  going  to  vote  and  came  away  and  did  not  tell? — ^A. 
I  did  not. 

Q.  And  Johnston  knew  about  it  and  made  an  affidavit  saying  yoa  voted  for 
McLean  and  you  had  never  told  him  nor  anybody  else  ? — A.  No,  sir,  1  had  not. 
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Q.  Was  not  that  fanny  ? — ^No  answer. 

Q.  Until  the  time  Johnston  came  with  McLean  thore  to  Biga  that  are  yon  sure 
you  bad  not  told  anybody  before  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  tell  Johnston  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Nor  Holmes  ? — A.  Nor  Holmes. 

Q.  Nor  anybody  for  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well  now  are  you  a  man  that  has  a  good  memory,  Air.  Zoolln  ^r  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  good  memory  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  must  be  mistaken  about  that  ballot  paper.  You  say  you  marked  it  at 
the  bottom.  You  may  bo  mistaken  about  that.  Do  you  think  your  memory  has 
failed  you  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q'  No,  you  have  a  clear  idea  about  the  ballot  paper  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  a  square  mark  and  you  put  it  in  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  these  were  not  the  papers,  these  I  produced  here,  bat  some  forms  to 
show  you,  they  were  not  like  this  ? — ^A.  Well  I  think  so,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  a  good  look  at  it,  do  not  hurry  just  take  your  time  that  you  may  say 
honestly  and  clearly  ? — A.  My  memory  is  that  these  were  square. 

Q.  That  they  were  not  like  these  but  of  a  diflterent  kind  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  memoiy  is  that  in  the  one  you  marked  it  was  a  square  block  ? — A.  A 
sqaare  block. 

Q.  Can  you  read  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bead  that  ?— A.  That  is  Holmes. 

Q.  And  that  is  what  name  ? — A.  That  is  McLean. 

Q.  Oh,  yes,  you  can  read  clearly  then  ?— -A.  Oh,  yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  I  do  not  think  you  told  me  a  candid  story.  Perhaps  you  were  mit^taken  f 
Yoa  have  been  telling  Sir  Louis  Davies  you  had  a  lot  of  conversation  with  Chisholm 
or  he  with  you  about  the  election  going  up  in  the  buggy  ? — A.  You  asked  me  before 
the  election.  He  talked  to  me,  he  came  I  was  in  the  barn  feeding  the  cattle  and  he 
talked  to  me  there. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  talking  to  you  ? — A.  About  ten  minutes  I  guess. 

Q.  He  did  not  say  anything  in  the  buggy  going  up  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  didn't  keep  on  talking  in  the  wagon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  MoLeod  didn't,  he  was  a  silent  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  say  anything  going  back? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  didn't  say  anything  to  you  going  back? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  you  did  not  say  to  Chisholm  going  back  from  the 
polling  booth  when  you  got  into  his  wagon  after  the  voting  that  you  had  voted  for 
Holmes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  anything  of  that  sort? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  did  not  have  a  conversation  with  him  about  having  voted  for  Holmes 
at  all?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  have  any  conversation  about  voting  at  all? — A.  No, 

Q.  I  want  to  know  if  you  did  not  tell  me  you  did  not  have  any  conversation 
with  anybody  before  the  election  with  regard  to  voting  for  Holmes  ?  It  was  one  of 
the  first  questions  I  asked  you  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  At  no  time  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  not  I  ask  you  whether  you  had  any  conversation  with  any  person  on 
any  side  before  the  election  about  voting  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

i^  I  did  not  ask  you  ? — A.  You  may  have  asked  me  that. 

Q.  I  asked  you  that  and  you  said  you  did  not  have  any  conversation  at  a 
before  the  election? — A.  I  hadn't  any  conversation  with  anybody. 

Q.  And  nobody  with  you? — ^A.  Before  the  election. 

Q.  At  any  time  before  the  last  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  voting  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Yon  don*t  mean  that?  Don't  you  mean  yoa  had  a  oonveraation  with 
Chisholm  in  the  barn? — A.  Oh,  that  was  on  election  day. 

Q.  That  was  before  the  election? — A.  That  was  on  election  day. 

Q.  Didn't  I  ask  you  before  whether  before  you  had  voted  you  had  any  conver- 
sation with  anybody  about  the  vote? — A.  That  was  before  I  went  I  had  conversation 
with  ChiBholm. 

Q.  But  did  you  not  tell  me  you  had  not  any  conversation  with  anybody? — A.  I 
thought  you  meant  the  day  before  the  election. 

Q.  Oh,  -TieW,  I  did'nt  mean  the  day  before  the  election,  it  was  a  misunder- 
standing?— A.  There  is  a  mistake  in  that. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  election,  when  you  went  up  to  vote  and  before  yoii 
voted.  Now  it  turns  out  you  did  have  a  converaation  ? — A.  I  had  a  few  woi-ds  with 
Chisholm. 

Q.  And  rode  in  his  wagon  and  went  np  with  him  for  the  purpose  of  voting?— 
A.  For  the  ])urpose  of  voting. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  are  a  Conservative  in  politics,  Mr.  Zoellner  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  your  politics  are  known  ? — A.  Yes,  bir. 

Q.  Do  your  neighbours  know  what  you  are,  Liberal  or  Conservative  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  The  paper  which  Mr.  McLean  brought  to  you  when  Mr.  Johnson  was  there 
was  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  I  understood  you  to  say  in  answer  to  Mr.  Russell  that  they  asked  you 
how  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  asked  you  then  and  there  how  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  asked  you  if  you  had  voted  for  McLean? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  read  this  paper  over  to  you  and  you  signed  it  ? — ^A.  I  signed  it 

Q.  Now  some  questions  have  been  asked  about  conversations,  as  I  understand 
you  had  no  convei*sation  wiih  any  one  before  elcciion  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  I  understand  Chisholm  came  to  your  house  on  election  day  and  had  a 
conversation  with  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  drove  with  Chisholm  to  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  voted  for  McLean? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  the  paper  which  was  shown  to  you  in  the  stable  you  could  not  read  ? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  you  said,  you  had'nt  your  spectacles? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  the  next  place  it  looked  like  writing  rather  than  printing? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  have  been  asked  about  the  shape  of  the  place  where  you  put  your  mark 
and  you  told  Sir  Louis  Davies  that  you  thought  it  was  square  ? — A.  That  is  in  my 
mind. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  about  that,  whether  it  was  round  or  square? — A.  Well,  I  said 
I  would  not  like  to  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Now  you  can  read  Mr.  Holmes  name  and  you  can  read  Mr.  McLean's  name 
from  that  ballot,  can  you  not? — A.  Yes  sir,  1  can. 

Q.  I  would  just  like  you  to  look  at  one  of  these  ballots  for  a  moment;  there  are 
two  names  on  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  the  top  name;  put  on  your  spectacles? — ^A.  Robert  Holmes;  I  can 
see  it  without. 

Q.  It  is  big  print,  that  name  is  Holmes'  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  name  ? — A.  Is  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Can  you  read  that  small  print  there  ? — A.  "  Robert  Holmes,  of  the  town  of 
Clinton,  editor." 

Q.  And  can  you  read  this  name  ? — A.  "  Robert  McLean,  of  the  town  of  Goderich, 
cattle  dealer." 

Q.  Now,  when  you  voted,  did  you  put  your  mark  in  a  white  space? — A.  Yes, 
put  my  mark  in  a  white  space. 
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Q.  Now,  whether  that  mark  is  round  or  square,  was  it  opposite  Mr.  Holmes' 

name  or  Mr.  McLean's ;  I  mean,  was  it  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name ? — A.  Yes, 

sir. 

Q.  Or  opposite  Mr.  Holmes'  name? — A.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Now,  have  you  any  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits: 

Q.  I  only  want  to  know  if  you  are  going  back  on  your  recollection  or  not;  I 
want  the  facts ;  do  you  or  do  you  not  believe  that  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  I 
voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  believe  that  you  put  it  in  the  white  place  opposite  his 
name? -A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  or  do  you  not  swear,  or  do  you  want  to  withdraw  it,  that  it  was  in  a 
square  bole  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to  swear  it  was  round  or  square. 

Q.  What  do  you  swear  ? — A.  1  swear  I  put  my  mark  in  the  white  spot. 

Q.  What  did  yon  swear  a  moment  ago  ? — A.  I  said  I  thought  it  was  a  round  hole. 

Q.  Has  anything  changed  your  memory  since  then  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  you  still  believe  it? — A.  I  almost  think  it  was  a  square  one. 

Q.  What  raised  a  doubt  in  your  mind,  if  there  is  one  ? — A.  I  have  no  doubt. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt,  very  well,  and  you  have  no  doubt  it  was  a  square  mark 
TOO  pat  it  in  ? — A.  Well,  I  said  that,  and  of  course  I  undertitand  it  was  a  square 
hole. 

The  witness  withdrew. 


Edward  Shaw,  called  and  sworn : — 

By  Mr.  Bar  dm : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  10  on  the  poll  book  ?  Yon  reside  in  Colborne? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  on  the 
2l8t  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  voted  at  No.  4  Colborne  where  Donald  Cummings  was  the  deputy 
returning  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  for  whom  ? — A.  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  Mobert  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  They  were. 
Mr.  Borden — ^Will  you  give  me  the  ballots  please  ? 

Q.  Will  you  look 

Dr.  fiussELL  objected  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Shaw,  you  have  already  told  me  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean,  how  did  you 
vote  for  him  ?— A.  By  ballot. 

Q.  Well,  you  had  a  ballot,  what  did  you  do  to  it? — A.  I  went  in  behind  the 
screen,  marked  the  ballot  and  came  out  again. 

Q.  Where  did  you  mark  it? — A.  In  front  of  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  In  any  particular  place? — A.  There  is  a  round  space,  I  think,  I  would't  say 
positively  for  to  put  the  cross  in. 

Q.  Yon  put  your  cross  in  that? — A.  In  front  of  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q,  What  is  the  colour  of  the  spot  in  which  you  put  the  cross? — A.  White. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  in  that  way — now,  I  suppose  there  will  be  no 
objection  now  to  show  the  ballot  ?  That  is  one  of  the  ballots,  now,  would  you  show 
^^  on  that  where  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  Eight  in  there. 

Q,  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  the  ballot,  you  folded  it,  I  suppose  ?— A.  I  folded  it. 
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Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer,  and  left  it  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  handed  to  you? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  was  the  ballot  which  you  marked  the  same  which  yon  delivered  to  him  ? 
— ^A.  It  was. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot? 
— A.  What  was  the  question  please. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot? 
— A.  Well,  I  saw  that  after  I  had  handed  it  to  him,  he  had  to  kind  of  unfold  part 
of  it  for  to  tear  off  this  counterfoil. 

Q.  He  partly  unfolded  it  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes,  just  enough  to  get 
down  far  enough  to  tear  the  counterfoil  off. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil,  did  you  observe  ? — ^A.  He  put  it  in  his 
pocket. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  then  ?-*-A.  He  had  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand  when  he  put 
the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket,  and  while  I  can't  say  positively,  as  ho  had  his  hands 
together  like  that,  I  think,  of  course,  he  took  the  oallot  in  his  right  hand  then,  I 
suppose  it  would  be  the  same  ballot  anyway,  and  he  put  it  into  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  scrutineers? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  at  the  opening  of  the  poll? — A.  Yes,  I  was  there  at  the 
opening  of  the  poll. 

Q.  And  produced  your  authority  from  Mr.  McLean  to  act  for  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  Were  you  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  I  was  sworn. 

Q.  And  James  McManus  was  there  as  scrutineer  for  Mr.  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  James  Chisholm  and  John 
Lawson. 

Q.  Were  they  sworn  in  in  the  morning,  do  you  remember  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't 
see  them  sworn  in.  Well,  thev  must  have  ^en  sworn  in  after  I  got  there,  but  I  did 
not  take  particular  notice.  They  must  have  been  sworn  in  after  I  got  there,  because 
I  was  there,  I  think,  all  the  time. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  McBvoy  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  John  McEvoy?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  act  as  scrutineer  for  Mr.  Holmes  at  any  time  ? — A.  He  oame  there. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Oh,  I  suppose  maybe  an  hour  after  we  were  started,  and  Chis- 
holm went  away  and  he  acted  in  Chisholm's  place. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  sworn  or  not? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  say 
because  I  did  not  think  it  made  any  difference,  these  other  two  were  as  scrutineers 
and  I  thought  it  was  all  right. 

Q.  Well,  during  the  day  was  there  any  other  person  there  who  claimed  to  act 
as  the  representative  or  scrutineer  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  W  ho  was  he  ? — A.  Mr.  Dancev. 

Q.  He  i-esides  in  Groderich,  I  think?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  a  lawyer  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  appear  on  the  scene? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  between  ten  and 
eleven  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  he  remain  all  day? — ^A.  He  wa<>  in  Ihe  room  and  out. 

Q,  What  time  did  he  first  claim,  as  far  as  you  remember,  to  act  as  scrutineer 
for  Holmes? — A.  Well,  the  first  time  I  heard  him  claim  anything  about  his  papers 
was  when  we  were  going  in  to  count  the  ballots. 

Q.  What  did  he  claim  ? — A.  Mr.  McManus  objected  to  him  going  in  there  at  all. 

Q.  Who  were  present  when  Mr.  McManus  objected  ? — A.  Mr.  Uummings,  Mr. 
Lawson,  the  poll  clerk,  Mr.  McManus  and  myself.    That  was  in  the 

Q.  Upon  the  platform  ?— A.  Yes,  behind  the  screen. 

Q.  This  took  place  behind  the  screen  on  the  platform  ? — A.  This  took  place  be- 
hind the  screen. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McManus  state  the  ground  or  reason  of  his  objection  ? — A.  As  near 
as  I  could  tell  what  McManus  said  to  Dancey  was  when  he  got  in  there  be  said, 
"you  have  no  business  in  here,*'  and  Dancey  says,  ''we  will  see  whether  I  have  or 
not,"  and  he  just  kept  walking  on  and  never  stopped. 
P 
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Q.  Was  anything  said  about  his  papers  do  you  recollect  ? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Dancey 
said  "I  filed  my  papers  long  ago."  Mr.  McManas  said  **  if  you  did  it  you  did  it 
mighty  quiet  for  none  of  ua  see  you  do  it.*'  I  think  these  are  the  words  as  near  as 
I  can  say. 

fl'* :.  Q.  Did  Mr.  Cnmmings  say  anything  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  his  saying  anything. 
LlLuQ.  Had  you  seen  any  papers  filed  by  Mr.  Dancey? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  seen  him  sworn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  act  as  scrutineer  while  the  ballots  were  being  counted  ? — A.  Yes. 
'"  Q.  As  scrutineer  for  Mr.  Holmes. — A.  Yes,  he  acted;  he  helped  to  count  the 
ballotfl.    At  least  he  sat  there. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  He  said  to  McManus  that  he  was  coming  in  there  to 
see  that  there  was  none  of  these  ballots  spoiled.  I  think  these  were  the  same  words 
he  said. 

Q.  Well,  he  and  Mr.  Lawson  were  in  there  on  behalf  of  Holmes  while  the 
ballots  were  being  counted  ? — A.  Yes,  he  and  Lawson. 

Q.  Whore  was  Chisholm  ?— A.  That  I  can't  tell  you. 

Q.  He  wasn't  there  ? — A.  He  wasn't  behind  the  soreeii  anyway. 

Q.  During  the  day  of  the  election  while  you  were  acting  as  scrutineer.  What 
was  your  position  7 — A.  My  position  was  sitting  on  the  bench  on  the  other  side  of 
the  stand  where  the  ballot  box  was. 

Q.  Were  you  on  the  right  hand  or  the  left  hand  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? 
—A.  The  deputy  returning  officer  was  sitting  at  the  west  end  of  the  table  I  think  it 
was  and  I  was  sitting  at  the  other  side  of  the  table. 

Q.  That  would  be  at  his  right  hand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  his  right  hand.  Did  he  face  the  voters,  the  voters  in  going  from  the 
place  where  they  marked  their  ballots  passed  between  you  and  the  deputy  returning 
oflScer  ? — A.  They  passed  between  us. 

Q.  Did  McManus  eit  on  the  same  bench  as  you  sat  on. 

No  answer. 

By  Sir  Louii  Davits: 

Q.  Did  you  say  witness  that  the  voters  passed  between  you  and  the  deputy 
returning  ofilcer  ? — A.  It  seems  to  me  that  I  am  kind  of  lost  in  here,  that  the  door 
was  there  and  the  stand  was  setting  here  and  the  voters  came  right  in  along  here 
aod  in  behind  the  screen  here. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Which  way  would  the  presiding  officer  be  facing  ? — A.  Well,  he  would  be 
facing  kind  of  out  this  way. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  had  his  back  to  the  platform  ? — Yes. 

Q.  And  was  sitting  with  his  face  towards  the  other  end  of  the  room  ? — Yes. 

Q.  As  the  voter  came  in  the  deputy  returning  officer  would  be  facing  him  as 
he  came  up  the  room  ? — A.  The  deputy  returning  officer  would  be  facing  the  voter 
when  he  would  be  coming  in. 

Q.  And  as  he  came  up  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  to  get  his  ballot  he  would 
pass  between  you  and  McManus  and  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  he  would  go  further  up  the  hall  on  to  this  platform? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  marking  his  ballot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  in  returning  he  would  come  back  and  pass  again  between  the  two 
Conservative  scrutineers  and  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  the  position  of  the  seats  in  the  room.  How  far  away 
they  were  from  the  table  at  which  the  deputy  returning  officer  sat  ? — A.  I  cannot 
tell  the  exact  distance,  but  it  was  not  very  far. 

Q.  Not  very  far  ?— A.  Not  very  far. 

Q.  In  front  of  the  table  was  it  ?  Where  was  the  stove  ?— A.  In  the  cast  end 
of  the  building. 
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Q.  In  the  east  end  of  the  baildlng  ? — A.  In  the  corner. 

Q.  Now  do  yon  remember  the  condition  of  the  floor  that  day  Mr.  Shaw  ? — A. 
In  what  way,  bir. 

Q.  I  mean  in  regard  to  neatness  and  oleanlinesp,  and  so  forth,  whether  there 
was  any  dirt  or  litter  on  it  ? — A.  I  did  not  pay  any  particular  attention  to  the  floor. 
I  do  not  suppose  it  was  any  too  clean,  it  bad  been  used  at  public  meetings  of  one 
kind  and  another,  and  I  do  not  suppose  it  had  been  cleaned  out  too  often. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  people  were  smoking  ? — Oh,  yes,  I  remember 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  if  there  was  any  expectoration  going  on  ?— A.  I  think  I 
can  say  yos  to  that  question. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Can  you  draw  a  map  on  a  piece  of  paper  here,  a  little  sketch  of  this  thing. 
I  am  getting  mixed.  I  dare  say  you  can  straighten  it  out  in  a  moment  or  two. 
Just  take  a  piece  of  paper  and  draw  the  room  the  way  you  were  sitting  at  the  table, 
in  a  rough  way? — A.  I  am  a  poor  hand  at  drawing.  We  will  say  this  was  the 
north ;    well  the  door  comes  in  here. 

Q.  There  is  the  door,  two  little  marks  for  the  door.  We  will  say  there  is  the 
door  of  the  building? — A.  Well,  you  come  in  here  in  the  corner,  here  is  the  stove. 

Q.  Well,  put  that  stove  there,  that  is  the  stove? — A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Where  was  the  table.    Was  it  in  this  part  or  that? — A.  The  table  was  here. 

Q.  Did  it  run  this  way  in  length  ?  How  long  was  it,  can  j'ou  draw  it? — A. 
The  table  was  only  a  small  stand. 

By  Mr.  Mulock : 

Q.  What  sized  toble,  a  small  kitchen  table  ? — A.  No,  it  was  a  stand. 
Q.  As  big  as  this  table  here  ?— A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Where  was  the  box  ? — A.  I  think  the  box  was  standing  here. 

Q.  Where  would  the  deputy  returning  officer  be? — A.  The  deputy  returning 
officer  sat  somewhere  about  here. 

Q.  Somewhere  about  hero,  well  we  will  mark  that  D.R.O.  Was  anybody  elee 
sitting  at  this  side  of  the  table  with  him  ? — A.  Dancy  sat  here  for  some  time. 

Q.  Where  did  you  Fit? — A.  That  is  the  door.  This  is  the  other  side  we  will 
say.    This  is  an  aisle  although  there  is  no  aisle  ihere. 

Q,  How  many  feet  would  you  be  from  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  It 
may  be  six  or  eight. 

Q.  About  here? — A.  That  is  all  right  but  we  was  on  the  other  side  of  the 
pat>sage  where  they  came  in. 

Q.  But  there  was  no  passage,  there  were  no  chairs? — A.  The  door  seems  to  bo 
too  far  a  way.  We  was  sitting  six  or  eight  feet  south  of  the  deputy  returning 
officer  on  the  south  side. 

Q.  That  will  be  somewhere  here,  and  your  friend  was  six  or  eight  feet  south. 
That  would  be  hero.     You  would  not  be  behind  his  back  would  you? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  would  be  where  you  could  see  his  face? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  then  on  this  bench  where  you  were  sitting  were  the  whole  four  of  you 
sitting  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  sitting  with  you? — A.  Shaw  and  McManus. 

Q,  Did  you  sit  next  the  deputy  returning  officer  or  he? — A.  I  cannot  tell  that. 

Q.  You  wore  both  sitting  there,  Shaw  and  McManus  where  were  the  othei-s?— 
A.  Chisholm  wa^  not  there  at  all.     After  the  thing  started  he  went  away. 

Q.  Where  did  he  sit  when  he  was  there? — A.  He  sat  on  the  bench  along  wiib 
us  a  greater  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Where  did  Chisholm  sit? — A.  He  was  not  there  at  all. 

Q.  When  he  came  first? — A.  He  was  not  there  any  length  of  time,  only  til 
McEvoy  came. 
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By  Mr.  Mulocki 

Q.  Did  he  vote  there  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  Chisholm  bit  there  five  minutes  or  half  an  hour? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Where  did  he  sit  ? — A.  I  cannot  saj  he  sat  down  at  all. 

Q.  When  he  went  away  Lawson  took  hia  place? — A.  Law^on  was  on  this 
booch  at  the  time. 

Q.  On  a  bench  along  here  Lawson  was  up  there? — A.  Further  off  this  way. 

Q.  Further  over  so  us  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  one  bench  and  you  all  sat 
there.  There  were  not  separate  benches.  You  and  the  Holmes  men  sat  on  the 
same  bench.     (No  answer). 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Were  there  not  two  seats  on  the  oiher  side  of  the  table  whore  the  Liberal 
scrutineers  sat  part  of  the  time? —  (N"o  answer). 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  Did  the  Liberal  scrutineers  sit  on  the  olhor  sijc  of  the  tabic  or  on  the  same 
bench  as  you  did  ? — A,  One  of  those,  Lawsan,  sat  on  the  same  bench  with  us  a  good 
part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Where  did  McEvoy  sit  ? — A.  Well,  McEvoy  was  pretty  near  all  over,  I  think. 

Q.  Moving  about? — A.  He  had  no  particular  place. 

Q.  No  particular  place  to  sit  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 
Q.  Where  did  Dancy  sit? — A.  Well,  Dancy  wasn't  in  all  the  time. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies: 

Q,  He  wasn't  there  all  the  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  took  no  part,  you  have  stated,  in  the  proceedings  until  you  had  to  count 
the  ballots? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  he  took  any  part. 

Q.  Where  were  the  other  men  besides  Dancy  ? — A.  Which  other  ? 

Q.  One  of  the  witncpnes  bwore  there  were  twelve  Oi-  fifloen  men  standing  up 
down  in  the  room? — A.  Well,  the  men  standing  up  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  do  you  recall  where  they  stood  ? — A.  You  mean 
where  would  they  have  room  ? 

Q.  They  would  have  room  standing  back  here? — A.  They  would  have  no  room 
back  here. 

Q.  Well,  mi^ht  there  be  any  man? — A.  There  might  be  some  standing  around 
the  stove. 

Q.  How  many  would  there  be? — A.  Oh  I  I  don't  know,  they  would  be  changing. 

Q.  Five  or  six  ? — A.  There  might  be. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  bench  where  you  were,  you  and  Lawson  and  McEvoy  and 
McManus? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  when  the  voters  came  in  they  were  with  their  back^  to  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  was  the  poll  clerk  sitting? — A.  Over  there  (indicating  the  spot). 

Q.  So  the  voter  would  stand  on  this  side  with  his  back  to  you  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  would  see  the  returning  officer  hand  In  the  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  he  passed  from  there  where  was  the  screen  ? — A.  Up  there  (in- 
dicating the  spot). 

Q.  And  that  is  where  he  voted ;  he  went  up  there? — A.  There  was  a  little  table 
in  there. 

Q.  And  when  he  came  back?— A.  He  came  down  and  gave  it  to  the  returning 
officer. 

Q.  You  could  see,  if  you  wanted  to,  what  was  going  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  from  the  time  you  went  in  were  you  a  more  or  less  observant  scrutineer 
or  were  you  a  negligent  scrutineer? — A.  Well,  I  will  tell  you  that  the  thing  had 
always  been  carried  on  so  quiet  in  that  polling  booth  that  we  had  uo  suspicion 
whatever. 
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Q.  Had  you  any  suspicion  that  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  you  reason  to  have  any? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  it, 

Q.  I  suppose  Mr.  Cummings  is  a  neighbour? — A.  About  a  quarler  of  a  mile  off. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  have  been  scrutineer  before  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  him  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  him,  what  is  his  character  ?— A.  His  character  is  all  right. 

Q.  A  good,  honest  man  ? — A.  I  suppose  so,  I  have  nothing  whatever  against 
Cummings. 

Q.  Had  you  any  suspicion  on  election  day  that  he  was  a  sleight-of-hand  man,  a 
three-pea  man,  eh  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  wasn't  such  a  fellow,  you  had  no  suspicion  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Is  he  a  card  sharper? — A.  No.  I  have  heard  of  Mr.  Cummings  playing  a 
hand  of  cards,  but  I  don't  play. 

Q.  You  don't?— A.  No,  so  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  he  was  a  fraudulent  dealer  in  caids? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  he  was  a  fraudulent  dealer  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  you  went  there  that  day  and  the  proceedings  pabsed  off  as  quietly  as 
usual? — A.  Quietly  as  usual. 

Q.  From  the  time  you  went  in  till  the  close  of  the  poll  had  you  any  suspicion 
that  he  was  not  performing  his  duty  honestly? — A.  The  only  thing  I  ever  had  any 
suspicion — but  I  hadn't  any  at  the  time 

Q.  During  the  time  you  sat  there,  and  from  the  time  you  went  in  till  the  close, 
had  you  any  suspicion  of  anything  wrong? — A.  On  the  part  of  Mr.  Cummings;  never 
had  a  suspicion  except  seeing  him  put  the  counterfoils  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  And  he  didn't  give  reason  for  any  suspicion  then  ? — A.  Not  then. 

Q.  And  you  hadn't  till  afterwards,  till  people  were  talking,  and  the  day  passed 
off  quietly  and  you  had  no  suspicions  at  all  that  day? — A.  Not  until  he  went  in  to 
count  the  ballots. 

Q.  Had  you  a  tally  given  you  of  the  number  of  men  Mr.  McLean  expected  to 
vote  for  him  ? — A.  I  never  got  any  tally  of  that  kind. 

Q.  A  memorandum,  a  statement  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  how  many  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

ByMr.Sifton: 
Q.  You  had  a  marked  list  ? — A.  I  had  the  voters'  list,  but  it  was  not  marked. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it?— A.  I  marked  It  myself. 

Q.  As  you  supposed  they  voted?— A.  As  1  supposed  they  vote  J. 

Q.  Have  you  got  it? — A.  I  have  not  got  it  here. 

Q.  You  kept  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  produced  it  afterwards? — A.  Afterwards. 

Q.  For  Mr.  McLean  ? — A-  Mr.  McLean  never  talked  to  me. 

Q.  But  you  did  keep  the  book  and  you  marked  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 
Q.  Where  is  the  book? — A.  Down  at  the  hotel. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  But  you  can  get  it  ? — A.  It  is  in  the  drawer  but  I  forgot  to  bring  it  up. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  early  ?— A.  Yes,  I  voted;  I  think  I  must  have  been  third  or 
fourth. 

Q.  The  scrutineers  voted  as  usual,  first? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  ? — A.  How  ? 

Q.  Yes,  I  mean  in  what  manner  ? — A.  I  went  up,  Cummings  gave  me  a  ballot, 
and  I  voted. 
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Q.  There  was  a  pad  there  with  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ho  took  one  off  in  each  case  ? — A.  Yes,  he  did. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt ;  tomo  answers  you  give  as  if  you  reserve  a  doubt  ?— 
A.  I  have  no  doubt. 

Q.  Your  memory  is  that  he  took  a  ballot  off  the  pad  ? — A.  I  saw  hicn  take  a 
ballot  off  and  hand  it  to  each  voter. 

Q.  Precisely,  and  in  your  particular  case  you  went  behind,  marked  it  as  you 
wanted,  and  came  out  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  what  did  he  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I 
told  you  before  he  unrolled  it  sufficient  to  get  this  counterfoil  and  then  he  put  it 
down  on  the  table  like  this. 

Q.  Did  he  put  it  on  the  table  as  you  put  your  hands? — A.  Some  of  them  I 
think  he  did. 

Q.  And  some  he  tore  off,  holding  the  counterfoil  in  his  hand  ;  what  did  he  do 
with  them  ? — A.  With  the  ballot,  he  tore  the  countei-foil  off. 

Q.  Yes? — ^A.  He  put  the  counterfoil  in  bis  pocket  and  put  the  ballot,  I  suppose, 
in  the  box. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  ?  A.  No. 

Q.  Speak  out,  have  you  any  doubt  ? — A.  I  had  no  suspicion. 

Q.  And  except  for  that  peculiarity  as  far  as  you  could  see  everything  went 
regularly  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  see  it  did. 

Q.  And  he  put  every  ballot  in  the  box  as  far  as  you  could  see  ? — A.  As  far  as  I 
eould  see,  yes. 

Q.  Now  there  is  some  suggestien  of  Dancy  interfering;  did  he  interfere  in 
taking  the  ballots  and  putting  them  in  the  box,  did  anybody  intefere  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  ask  you  the  fair  and  square  question,  did  anybody  interfere  with 
Cammings  ? — A,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  And  you  were  there  all  day  ? — A.  I  was  there  all  day,  except  the  time  I  was 
away  at  my  dinner. 

Q.  And  while  you  were  away  ? — A.  McManus  was  there. 

Q.  McManus  remained  to  repiesent  the  party.  McEvoy  acted  in  Chisholm's 
place  when  he  went  away  ? — A.  Yes«. 

Q.  He  didn't  stay  in  any  particular  place,  you  say?  Now  when  Dancy  wont 
behind  the  screen,  there  was  some  objection.  Now,  toll  us  what  took  place  behind 
the  screen;  who  opened  the  box;  when  he  went  in  who  carried  the  box  in? — A. 
Cammings. 

Q.  Gummings  took  it  in  and  he  opened  tho  box? — A.  Cummings  opened  the 
box. 

Q.  You  wore  all  standing  there?— A.  Well. 

Q.  Now  you  told  me  it  was  a  small  place,  and  five  of  j^ou  standing  in  there 
would  be  close  to  the  box  and  you  must  have  seen  everything? — A.  If  I  mind  right 
the  box  was  not  sotting  on  the  table  when  ho  was  taking  out  the  ballots. 

Q.  Then  describe  it  exactly;  the  box  on  tho  floor? — A.  The  box  was  either  on 
the  floor  or  a  chair  alongside. 

Q.  Who  opened  it? — A.  Cummings. 

Q.  Who  took  the  ballots  out? — A.  Cummings  did. 

Q.  He  took  them  out  one  by  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  read  them  as  he  took  thorn  out? — A.  He  read  them  as  he  took  them  out. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  them  as  he  read  them  ? — A.  There  were  two  piles  made 
of  the  ballots. 

Q.  He  put  them  on  the  table  in  two  piles? — A.  I  think  I  handled  McLean's 
ballots  if  I  mind  aright.    I  was  marking  them  down  as  he  was  counting  them  off. 

Q.  You  were  marking  them  down  ? — A.  No,  1  am  mistaken,  McManus  did.  I 
was  just  telling  these  ballots  one  pile  was  put  down  for  Holmes  another  for  McLean. 
Well  we  will  say  that's  a  weight,  there  was  a  ballot  put  down  there  and  this  weight 
was  put  on  top  of  it,  and  the  same  here ;  there  was  another  ballot  and  the  weight  on 
top  of  it. 

Q.  So  there  was  two  piles  with  a  weight  upon  each  ? — A.  Yes.  When  there 
was  another  ballot  I  lifted  the  weight  off  the  pile  and  put  the  ballot  down. 
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Q.  All  this  woB  done  right  before  your  eyes  from  ihe  beginniDg  to  end  ? — A. 
Right  before  our  eyes. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  wrong  there  of  course? — A.  I  couldn't  see  any. 

Q.  You  could  not  think  of  anything  wrong  could  you  ? — A.  I  couldn't  see  any- 
thing. 

Q.  The  ballots  were  taken  out  singly  in  the  presence  of  all  by  Cummings  and 
shown  to  you  all  and  put  in  each  pile  ? — A.  We  saw  each  ballot  after  it  was  read. 

Q.  To  see  that  it  was  read  correctly  that's  what  you  were  there  for? — A.  We 
read  them  off. 

Q.  So  that  the  ballots  as  they  came  out  of  the  box  on  that  day  and  were  read  by 
Cummings  were  the  ballots  as  they  were  in  the  box,  and  as  they  were  marked  at 
the  time? — A.  Oh  yes,  yes. 

Q.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Dancy  was  not  interfering  in  this? — A.  I  dont  think  it. 

Q.  There  can  be  no  mistake  about  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  the  result  was  that  McLean  had  30  votes? — A.  He  had  30  votee». 

Q.  And  there  were  against? — A.  Sixty-eight  votes. 

Q.  And  these  certificates,  scrutineer's  certificates  were  higned  by  you,  I  sup- 
pose?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  statement  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  signed  them  as  scrutineers? — A.  Yes,  well — — 

Q.  I  suppose  that  is  correct  ?  You  never  heard  anybody  doubt  about  that  ? — A. 
That  is  all  right. 

Q.  Whatever  else  took  place  there  was  no  wrong-do'ng  in  opening  the  ballot 
box,  reading  the  papers  in  it  and  taking  down  the  votes  for  each  candidate,  did  you 
at  that  time  have  any  idea  in  your  mind  that  there  was  anything  wrong? — A.I 
dont  know  that  I  had.  It  did  Btriko  me  there  was  something  wrong  when  I  saw 
such  a  majority  for  Holmes. 

Q.  That  is  you  were  surprised  at  the  majority  nothing  beyond  that  ? — A. 
Nothing  beyond  that. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  were  amongst  the  first  arrivals  of  the  scrutineers  in 
the  morning,  I  think  ? — A.  Yes,  pir. 

Q.  Did  you  look  into  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  There  is  one  thing  I  will  have  to  say 
about  that.  I  acted  as  scrutineer  for  Beck  and  Garrow  once  and  I  acted  as  scru- 
tineer for  Holmes  and  McLean  and  one  time  of  the  two  I  remember  being  distinctly 
asked  to  put  my  hand  in  the  ballot  box  to  see  that  it  was  empty  and  I  done  so,  but 
I  cant  take  my  oath  whether  it  was  this  time  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  cant  swear  whether  it  was  this  time  or  not? — A.  No, 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  box  opened  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  see  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  shown  to  all  hands,  I  suppose? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  any- 
body elt^e  went  to  see  it, 

Q.  You  could  see  it  youi-self  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  it  was  locked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  remained  locked  during  the  day? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  locked  when  he  carried  it  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  not  quite  certain  whether  when  you  went  behind  the  bcreen  the 
ballot  box  was  put  on  the  table  or  on  the  chair? — A.  I  am  not  quite  certain. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  it  was  stated  that  it  was  on  the  table,  but  you  are  not 
quite  sure  of  it? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  I  do  not  quite  understand  whether  you  looked  inside  the  ballot  box  in  the 
morning  or  not? — A.  I  do  not  like  quite  to  swear  whether  I  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  thought  at  the  conclusion  when  the  votes  were  cc  unted 
that  there  was  something  wrong  somewhere  ?— A.  Well  I  thought 1  was  sur- 
prised to  see  such  a  majority  and  I  said  at  the  time  there  was  something  wrong. 
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Q.  The  namber  of  votes  did  not  correspond  to  the  way  in  which  jou  had  marked 
down  the  voters  ? 

Sir  Louis  Da  vies: — I  don't  think  that  is  a  fair  question. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  That  is  the  way  in  which  you  had  them  down  in  yoar  canvass  book  as  they 
voted  ? — A.  That  is  on  the  voters'  list,  I  marked  each  one  as  he  came  in  which  way 
I  thought  he  voted  of  course. 

Q.  Now  you  say  Mr.  Cummings  is  a  very  good  card  player? — A.  1  did  not  say 
that. 

Q.  Ton  said  he  was  a  card  player  ? — ^A.  I  know  he  can  play  cards  but  I  said  I 
never  played  with  him. 

Q.  Too  do  not  know  whether  he  is  quite  a  euchre  player  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  understand  that  ho  plays  a  game  of  cai*ds,  bow  did  you  learn 
that  ?^A.  I  heard  people  talking  about  it.  Some  of  the  neighbours  would  say  that 
Mr.  Cummings  was  over  and  we  were  having  a  game  of  caixls  last  night. 

Q.  I  think  Sir  Louis  Davies  asked  you  about  his  capacity  to  deal  cards  but  yon 
don't  know  anything  about  it,  you  never  naw  him  doing  it  at  all  ? — A.  No,  I  know 
nothing  about  it. 

Q.  Well  as  I  under6tand  during  all  the  progress  of  this  day  you  had  no  suspi- 
cion of  Cummings  at  all  ? — A.  I  had  no  suspicion. 

Q.  And  were  you  watching  for  the  manipulation  of  the  ballots? — A.  That  is-7 

Q.  Were  yon  watching  to  see  whether  or  not  he  was  dealing  with  the  ballots 
unfairly  ? — A.  Well  having  no  suspicion  of  that  I  was  not  watching. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits  : 

Q.  Either  I  must  have  misunderstood  you  or  you  told  me  this  before,  I  under- 
stood you  to  say  that  you  sat  there  with  the  exception  of  an  hour  when  you  were 
out  to  dinner  and  saw  each  man  come  in,  receive  his  ballot,  go  behind  the  screen, 
bring  it  back  and  hand  it  to  the  returning  officer,  and  then,  as  you  thought,  the 
returning  officer  put  it  into  the  box  ? — A,  That  is  right,  I  had  no  suspicion  that  there 
was  any  other  ballot  put  in. 

Q.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  you  were  there  to  see  that  this  was  done  ? — A.  I  was 
there  to  see  and  had  no  suspicion  of  anything  wrong  going  on  and  I  didn't  see  any- 
thing wrong  going  on. 

Q,  Mr.  Borden  was  asking  you  whether  you  were  there  watching  what  was 
going  on,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  did  not  watch  the  proceedings? — A.  I 
watched  the  proceeding  of  Mr.  Cummings  with  these  ballots. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  as  scruiineer  that  day  to  feee  that  the  men  got  their  ballots 
and  returned  them  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  that  he  put  them  in  the  box  ? 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything? — A.  I  seen  Mr.  Cummings  hand  the  ballot  to  the 
voter  and  he  went  and  voted  it  and  came  back. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  And  handed  it  back  to  him. 

Q.  Yes? — And  of  course  I  seen  Cummings  put  the  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  Put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ?  I  suppose  the  right  one  ? — A.  I  suppose  the  right 
one.    I  had  no  suspicion  whatever*. 

Q.  No  suspicion  whatever  ? — A.  I  do  not  wish  to  tell  anything  but  what  is  right. 

Q.  Can  you  suggest  any  fact,  on  your  oath,  that  ought  to  cast  bnspicion  on  bis 
conduct? — A.  I  cannot  suggobt  anything. 

By  Mr  Fraser  {Guysboro')  : 

Q.  No  gi-ound  for  suspicion  aside  from  the  ground  that  you  did  not  get  as  many 
votes  there  as  you  thought  you  would? — A.  I  do  not  quite  understand  the  question. 

Q.  Any  talk  about  there  being  anything  wrong  arose  from  ihe  fact  that  you  did 
not  get  as  many  votes  there  for  your  candidate  as  you  expected  ? — A.  There  was  no 
talk  as  the  time. 
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Q.  I  mean  afterwards.  There  was  no  talk  at  the  time,  I  know,  bat  any  talk 
after waixls  arose  from  the  fact  that  yoa  didn't  get  as  many  votes  as  yon  expected  7 
— A.  There  was  lots  of  talk. 

Q.  But  that  was  the  occasion  of  it? — A.  I  suppose  it  was. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  else  to  cause  it? — A.  We  did  not  get  as  many  as  we 
expected. 

Q.  And  they  began  to  talk  and  say  there  must  bo  something  wrong  ? — ^A.  Yes, 

By  Mr.  Si/ton : 

Q.  What  was  the  information  Mr.  Shaw  from  which  you  marked  tha  voters' 
list?— A.  The  information? 

Q.  Did  yon  personally  think  you  knew  how  the  men  voted  as  they  went  in? — 
A.  That  was  the  idea.    I  marked  them  down  as  well  as  we  knew. 

Q.  You  were  acquainted  with  them  all? — A.  Yes,  with  all  the  men  that  voted. 

Q.  Who  canvassed  the  township  for  McLean  ? — A,  Nobody  that  1  know  of. 

Q.  Then  was  no  canvass  made  of  the  township  for  this  particular  election? — 
A.  Not  in  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  McLean  have  a  committee  to  look  after  the  election  for  him?  Was  there 
a  number  of  men  working  in  his  interest? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  committee  of 
course. 

Q.  You  were  on  the  committee  ?  —A.  I  was  on  the  committee. 

H.  Did  the  committee  make  a  canvass  of  the  votes  in  the  township  for  McLean  ? 
— A,  I  do  not  think  so.    I  did  not  make  a  canvass;  1  did  not  ask  anybody  to  vote. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anyboby  who  did? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Was  any  return  made  from  time  to  time  of  the  canvass  made? — A.  No,  sir, 
there  was  not. 

Q.  Any  meetings  to  go  over  the  voters*  list  ? — A.  We  had  one,  iust  went  over 
the  voters*  list  and  marked  how  they  were  goin^  to  vote,  that  was  all. 

Q.  And  never  went  out  to  canvass  the  people  ?  That  was  not  in  the  township  ? 
—A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  apuoinied  you  to  act  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  I  met  Mr.  McLean  on  the 
street  and  he  asked  me. 

Q.  And  no  canvass  of  the  township  was  made  as  far  as  you  know? — A.  Not  as  I 
know. 

Q.  And  your  estimate  of  the  vote  as  you  marked  it  on  the  voters'  list  was  Arom 
your  belief  how  the  men  would  vote  ? — A.  From  what  I  thought  myself. 

Q,  Without  having  asked  them? — A.  Without  having  asked  them. 

Q.  Or  anybody  else  as  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  the  time  you  were  counting  the  ballots,  the  poll  clerk  was  there? — 
A.  Yes,  the  poll  clerk  was  there. 

Q.  And  I  understand  the  presiding  officer  would  take  the  ballots  out  of  the  box 
read  them  out,  and  you  and  your  friend  would  keep  tally  ? — A.  I  kept  tally. 

Q.  And  he  kept  an  eye  on  the  returning  officer  to  see  that  no  spoiled  ballots  or 
bad  ballots  were  counted  in  favour  of  the  other  man  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  poll  clerk,  what  part  had  he  in  the  counting  of  the  ballots  ? — A.  He 
was  standing  beside  the  returning  officer,  I  think. 

Q.  I  understand  it  that  way,  and  he  put  these  ballots  in  two  piles  and  put  a 
weight  on  them  ? — A.  A  weight  on  each  one. 

Q.  He  had  a  weight  on  them,  and  Dancy  was  not  as  near  to  the  presiding  officer 
as  the  poll  box  was.  The  poll  clerk  was  between  him  and  the  presiding  officer  ? — 
A.  Dancy  was  we  will  say  here,  and  the  poll  clerk  was  over  there. 

Q.  And  where  was  the  presiding  officer  ? — A.  He  would  be  there. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 
Q.  Between  them  ? — A,  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  And  Mr.  CammiDgs  was  here,  where  this  gontleman  is,  and  Dancy  there  and 
the  poll  clerk  where  I  was,  Cummings  here,  Dancy  there,  and  the  poll  clerk  there, 
as  near  as  I  can  mind. 

Q.  Or  vice  versa.  The  poll  clerk  between  Cummings  and  Mr,  Dancy  ? — A, 
No,  I  think  not.    I  think  the  poll  clerk  stood  on  that  side. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  remember  that  if  vou  can  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  positive, 
because  I  do  not  want  to  say  anything  but  what  E  am  sure  of. 

Q.  Don't  you  understand  that  Tobin,  the  poll  clerk — I  want  you  to  try  and  think 
of  this — that  the  poll  clerk  was  between  the  presiding  ofiScer  and  Dancy  when  the 
ballots  were  taken  out  of  the  box  and  counted  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  he  was. 

Q.  Your  impression  is  he  was  not? — A.  That  is  ray  impression. 

Q.  Tou  have  not  any  definite  impression? — A.  Not  distinct  enough  to  swear  to 
it, 

Q.  I  prefer  you  should  not  if  you  do  not  remember,  because  there  are  others 
that  can  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  time  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — A.  I  understand  that. 

Q.  There  were  no  bad  ballots  or  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  No,  everything  was  right 
and  tallied  afterwards. 

Q.  \^hen  voters  came  in  to  vote  if  you  had  been  smoking  or  reading  papers 
when  a  voter  came  in  you  would  all  stir  up  and  get  to  work  to  get  the  vote  in? — A. 
I  do  not  smoke. 

Q.  I  was  not  asking  that  I  am  just  asking  if  when  a  voter  came  in  if  you  did 
not  all  pay  attention? — A.  When  the  voter  came  in  we  would  tick  him  off. 

Q,  You  would  put  a  tick  on  to  show  how  he  would  vote  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  there  was  not  much  swearing  of  voters? — A.  None  were  sworn  at 
all. 

Q.  Then  after  you  got  his  name  ticked  off  you  would  be  interested  enough  in  it 
to  see  the  process  of  voting  go  on.  Would  you  not  ?t-A.  Oh,  we  seen  all  the  voting. 

Q.  You  would  take  enough  interest  to  see  the  voting  go  on  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  yes. 

Q.  And  your  attention  would  bo  directed  to  the  voting  that  was  going  on  until 
it  was  done  ihat  day,  would  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  only  time  that  your  attention  would  be  distracted  from  the  voting  would 
be  when  you  were  looking  at  your  book  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  when  the  voter  came  in  and  presented  himself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then,  you  looked  up  your  book,  and  then  you  would  look  at  what  was  going 
on  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  faot  you  did  look  at  what  was  going  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  no  doubt  you  were  keenly  interested  in  the  voting,  and  watched  when 
a  voter  was  seen  to  come  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  and  he  taking  the  ballot 
and  tearing  off  the  counterfoil,  and  you  would  have  seen  that  in  each  individual 
case  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  that  as  a  matter  of  fact  in  each  individual  case  ? — ^A.  Yes,  while  I  was 
there. 

Q.  Of  course,  I  do  not  speak  of  the  time  you  were  out  to  dinner ;  that  was  so 
in  each  individual  case,  as  far  as  you  know? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  say  I  had  seen 
each  individual  case ;  there  might  be  some  cases  I  would  miss. 

Q.  Bat  that  is  when  you  were  there,  for  you  would  not  swear  a  man  might  not 
have  his  ballot  put  in  without  your  seeing?;  your  impression  is  that  you  saw  the 
operation  and  saw  the  deputy  returning  officer  go  through  that  operation  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  Was  this  man  Dancy  in  the  poll  before  before  the  votes  were  counted? — A. 
Dancy,  yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  in  ? — A.  Well,  he  came  in  between  10  and  1 1  in  the  morning. 
Q.  How  long  did  he  stop  ?— A.  Off  and  on  all  day. 
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Q.  Where  did  he  sit  or  Bland  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say.  Sometimos  he  sat  in 
one  place,  sometimes  another. 

Q.  He  had  no  particular  place  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  did  not  sit  on  the  bench  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  had  a  chair  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  would  be  his  chair  ? — A.  Back  some  little  distance  from  the  retarning 
officer. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  before  that  as  far  as  Dancy  was  concerned  he  took 
DO  part  in  the  proceedings  till  you  wont  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  He  took  no  part; 
I  can*o  say  Dancy  took  any  part. 

Q.  You  say  there  were  five  or  ten  men  around  the  stove? — A.  I  could  not  posi- 
tively say. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  said  the  committee  made  no  canvass  of  voters  in  this  district? — A. 
That's  what  I  said. 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  you  did  not  canvass  ? — A.  What  was  my  i*ea8on  ? 

Q.  What  was  the  reason  of  the  committee? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know.  I  never 
did  canvass  in  my  life. 

Q.  Well,  were  their  politics  known  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  no  use  knowing. 

Q.  Why  no  use? — A.  Because  one  was  voting  one  way  and  another  another. 

Q.  The  people  were  settled  in  their  political  convictions  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  thought  you  would  know  how  people  had  voted? — A,  Yes,  but  I 
thought  afterwards  on  going  over  the  list  that  people  would  have  voted  for  Holmes 
whom  I  thought  would  vote  for  McLean. 

Q.  Now,  these  43  men  who  made  these  declarations,  do  you  know  them  ? — ^A. 
Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.  Were  they  men  who  you  marked  as  voting  for  McLean  ? — A.  One  or  two  I 
marked  the  other  way. 

Q.  With  that  exception  you  would  mark  them  on  your  list  as  voting  for 
McLean?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  While  sitting,  did  McEvoy  enter  into  conversation  with  you  or  McManus  on 
politics? — ^A.  Well,  1  think  so. 

Q.  Was  that  while  McEvoy  was  sitting  on  the  bench  with  you? — A.  They  were 
sitting  on  the  bench  at  the  time  when  they  were  talking. 

By  Mr.  Btissell  : 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us  anything  about  the  previous  election  in  1896,  how  the  vote 
stood  ?— A.  I  can't. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  about  it? — A.  Not  about  1896. 

Q.  There  were  three  candidates  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  the  first  thing  about 


it. 


Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Tuesday  morning  at  10  a.m. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  96 


House  of  Commons, 

TuBSDAY,  25th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10  a.m.,  Mr.  Fobtin  in  the  Chair. 

lo^uiry  re  the  last  Dominion  election  in  the  West  Aiding  of  Haron  resumed. 

John  M.  Williams  (No.  83  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  What  is  your  name  ? — A.  John  M.  Williams. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  What  is  your  full  name,  Mr.  Williams  ? — A.  I  be^  pardon  ? 

Q.  What  is  your  full  name? — A.  John  Merrick  Williams.  I  sign  my  name 
John  M.  Williams. 

Q  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  Williams  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  West  Riding  of  the  county 
ofHuron?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Held  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Ycb,  sir. 

Q.  The  candidates  were  who?— A.  Eobert  McLean  and  Robert  Holmes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  polling  at  that  booth  ? — A.  Donald 
Camming. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote?  I  mean  what  did  you  mark  on  the  ballot? — A.  I  put 
»n  X  for  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  A  cross  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  opposite  his  name  ?  any  place  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  Yes. 
Oo  the  ballots  I  saw  there  was  a  mark  there,  right  opposite  his  name. 

Q.  On  a  white  space  or  a  black  space? — A.  I  cannot  swear  to  that. 

Q.  Yon  cannot  swear  to  it  ? — ^A.  No,  I  cannot. 

Q.  Well,  you  marked  your  cross  opposite  his  name,  you  recollect  that  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  You  put  your  mark  in  the  white  circular  disc  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — 
A.  Yes,  right  there. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  which  you  marked  the  one  which  you  received  from  the 
deputy  returning  officer? — A.  I'beg  pardon  ? 

Q.  Was  the  balloi  which  you  marked  the  one  which  you  received  from  the 
deputy  returning  offl>8r  ? — A.  Yes  sir,  certainly. 

Q.  And  after  mmking  it  and  folding  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it  7 — A.  I  handed 
it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  walked  right  out. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  which  yon  handed  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  the  same 
ballot  that  you  received  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  walked  right  out  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  handed  him  the  ballot  and  walked  out? — A.  I  handed  him  the  ballot 
and  walked  right  out  and  went  home. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  You  are  accustomed  to  vote  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  You  were  in  a  very  special  hurry  that  day,  in  a  hurry  to  get  home  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  youhave  agosfrip  with  some  of  the  neighbours  ? — A.  No,  I  went  home. 

Q.  You  stayed  about  talking? — A.  No,  I  went  right  home. 

Q.  You  make  a  dash  from  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  stayed  before  voting? — A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  you  talk  to  anyb^y  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  took  an  active  part  iu  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  canvass  anybody  ?-»-A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Did  anybody  canvass  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  how  you  would  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  You  did  not  go  around  telling  people  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  No  one  knew  but  yourself  how  you  would  vole  ? — A.  No,  I  guess  not.    1 
guess  my  own  party  must  have  known. 

Q.  They  may  have  supposed ;  you  say  you  didn't  lell  anybody? — A.  No,  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Neither  canvassed  yourself  nor  did  anybody  canvass  you  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  seems  to  be  a  very  quiet  district  up  there? — A.  Yes,  in  my  case. 

Q.  In  your  case?    Was  it  not  quiet  in  some  of  the  others  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know. 
I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Was  the  election  pretty  quiet  the  day  of  the  poll  when  you  were  there  ?— A. 
Yes,  when  I  was  there. 

Q.  Everything  seemed  orderly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  out  of  the  way  at  all? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  You  were  in  a  great  hurry  when  you  went  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  anxious  to  get  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  went  behind  the  screen  and  marked  the  ballot  very  quickly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  lose  a  moment's  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  very  plainly  what  kind  of  ballot  you  had? — A.  No,  I 
can  not. 

Q.  You  are  not  to  blame  for  that.    You  cannot  tell  whether  it  was  black  or 
white  where  you  marked  ? — A,  No,  I  cannot. 

Q.  And  wherever  you  marked  it  you  gave  the  same  paper  back  to  the  deputy 
returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  I  remember  that. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  eee  him  do  anything  with  it  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  He  did  not  take  an^r  counterfoil  on  7 — A.  No,  I  did  not  see  him  do  anything 
with  it  at  all.    I  just  gave  it  to  him  and  went  out. 

Q.  The  main  thing  was  to  get  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  did  not  seem  necessary  to  see  if  it  went  into  the  box  or  not  ?— A.  Well,  I 
voted. 

Q.  And  you  wanted  to  see  the  ballot  put  into  the  box  — A.  No  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  think  you  must  have  waited  to  see  ? — A.  No  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  scrutineers  were  there  of  course  ? — A.  I  didn't  notice  them. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  any  scrutineers  there  at  all  ? — A.  No  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  any  notice  ? — A.  No  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Donald  Cummings  there  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  You  are  sure  there  was  an  election  and  Donald  Cummings  was  there? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  you  voted  and  gave  the  ballot  to  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  anybody  else  there  that  you  could  see  7 — A.  There  was  people  there, 
but  I  did  not  notice. 

Q.  You  know  McManus  ? — A.  Certainly  1  do,  but  I  did  not  notice.    He  might 
have  been  there,  but  I  did  not  notice  him. 

Q.  You  know  Shaw  ? — I  know  him. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  him  there  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  say  I  did  notice  him. 

Q.  You  cannot  say  you  noticed  Shaw  and  Mcliianus,  and  Lawson  did  you 
notice  him  ? — A.  Welf,  I  cannot  say,  he  might  have  been  there. 

Q.  But  really  you  cannot  recollect,  on  your  oath  ? — A.  No  I  cannot. 

Q.  Nor  McEvoy  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  So  as  &  matter  offset  you  do  not  remember  seeing  anybody  there  but  Donald 
Cummings  ? — A.  That  is  the  man  I  could  swear  to. 

Q.  He  was  standing  by  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes* 

Q,  You  saw  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  you  handed  the  ballot  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  and  then  I  passed  right 
throagh. 

Q.  Without  seeing  where  he  pot  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  are  positive  you  cannot  tell  whether  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off? — 
A.  Can't  tell  what  he  did  with  it. 

Q.  Did  you  stop  down  near  the  stove  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  about  there  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you;  I  passed  right 
through,  jumped  into  my  buggy  and  went  home. 

Q.  I>o  you  drive  buggies  in  winter,  ihere  ?^-A.  I  had  a  buggy  that  day. 

Q.  What  men  were  there  ? — ^A.  Where  ? 

Q.  Were  there  men  there? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  ci-owd  of  men  outside. 

Q.  No.  but  inside,  standing  round  the  stove  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  The  fact  is  you  have  no  recollection  ? — A.  No,  I  voted  and  passed  on. 

Q.  And  your  recollection  of  voting  is  the  way  you  generally  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  passed  right  through  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  where  you  went  to  mark  your  ballot  or  the  table  or 
chair  you  marked  it  on  ? — A.  Behind  the  screen. 

Q.  But  that  you  always  do  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  a  general  recollection  of  always  doing  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  have  no  recollection  of  doing  that  this  time  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  you  did  so  this  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  got  one  of  these  declarations  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  came  to  you? — ^A.  Mr.  SicLean  and  Mr.  O.  Johnson. 

Q.  Did  they  have  it  all  ready?— A.  Yes.    I  was  working  when  they  came  to 
me. 

Q.  Where  did  they  come  from  ? — A.  They  came  from  Goderich ;  they  came  in 
off  the  road. 

Q.  You  signed  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  all  prepared  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  they  came  you  did  not  tell  them  how  you  voted  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  so  now,  do  you  ? — A.  They  came  to  me. 

Q.  Do  you  say  so,  that  you  didn't  tell  them  before  they  came? — A.  No,  they 
came  to  me  and  asked  me  to  sign  this. 

Q.  Before  they  came  had  you  told  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  them  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  tell  anybody  else  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  these  people  came  to  you  with  this  document  prepared  and  read  it  to 
joa  ? — ^A.  Yes,  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  There  was  no  book  or  oath  ? — ^A.  No,  I  signed  it. 

Q.  There  was  no  other  statement  about  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  perfectly  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Nothing  was  said,  but  this  document  was  read  over  and  you  signed  it? — A. 
They  read  it  to  me  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  no  other  word  was  said  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  explanation,  or  description  in  explanation  or  otherwise  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  know  nothing  more  about  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  the  poll  alone  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  go  to  bring  anybody  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  didn't  take  anybody  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  poll  ? — A.  About  two  miles. 

Q.  Are  you  a  neighbour  of  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Intimate  with  him  ? — A.  I  have  known  him  ever  since  I  was  so  high. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  him? — A.  Since  my  marriage  I  live  away,  but 
when  I  was  at  home  in  the  homestead  it  was  just  across  the  road. 

Q.  What  kind  of  character  has  he  ? — A.  Good,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  A  good  honest  man  ? — A.  Yes,  in  any  dealings  I  had. 

Q.  And  what  is  the  reputation  he  has  among  you ;    a  good  honest  man  ? — A 
Well,  as  far  as  I  know. 
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Q.  I  don't  ask  you  to  swear  beyond  yoar  knowledge,  bat  ha  fur  as  you  are  able 
•to  swear  and  as  far  as  your  knowledge  goes  you  say  be  is  an  bonest  man  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

•Q.  You  are  known  to  be  a  Conservative,  I  think,  Mr.  Williams  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

-Q.  You  have  been  voting  that  way  always? — A.  Yes. 

^.  That  is  generally  understood  in  the  district? — A..  Yes. 

^.  When  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Johnson  came  to  you  with  a  declaration  did 
they  know  how  you  voted,  did  they  then  ? — A.  Well,  I  signed  this  that  I  had  voted 
for  htm. 

Q.  They  read  it  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  they  read  it  over  to  me. 

Q.  And  you  understood  you  were  declaring  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — 
A.   Yes. 

Q.  Now  in  reference  to  your  going  behind  the  screen  and  voting;  you  recollect 
there  was  a  screen  behind  the  deputy  i*eturning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  or  not  there  was  a  platform  on  which  the  table  at 
which  you  marked  your  ballot  was  placed  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  a  platform  at  the  back  of  the  hall  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  all  events  there  was  a  screen  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  behind  to  mark  your  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  as  far  as  the  people  there  were  concerned,  you  remember  there  were 
people  there  ? — A.  Yes,  there  were  people  there. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  take  notice  of  any  but  Mr.Cummings,  the  deputy  returning 
officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  went  right  through  after  marking  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits: 

Q.  You  remember  Cummings ;  did  you  remember  the  poll  clerk  ? — A.  No,  I 
don't  remember  hi  oof. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  the  poll  clerk — who  was  the  other  official — ^Tobin 
his  name  was  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember  seeing  him. 

Q.  So  that,  in  sum  and  substance,  as  I  'understand  your  statement,  you  only 
itaw  to  recollect  one  man  in  this  room,  and  that  was  Cummings? — A.  Yea. 

Witness  discharged. 

BoBEBT  fi.  H.  Williams,  No.  22  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Malifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  Williams? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron,  which 
was  held  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were? — A.  Bobert  McLean  and 
Holmes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer?— A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  At  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  for  whom  ? — A.  Bobert  Mcijean. 

Q.  Did  you  leeeive  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  I  put  an  X. 

Q.  A  cross  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  it?— A.  Bobert  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  yon  put  in  on  a  white  or  black  space  ? — A. 
Opposite  his  name. 

Q.  On  a  white  or  black  space? — A.  I  don't  remember. 
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Q.  Would  you  look  at  this  ballot  and  see  where  you  put  your  mark  ? — ^A.  I  put 
it  there. 

Q.  Ton  pot  it  in  the  oircular  white  space  opposite  his  name  ? — ^Tes. 

Q.  After  marking  it  what  did  you  do  ? — A.  Folded  it  and  took  it  back  to 
Cammiogs. 

Q.  Did  you  give  it  to  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  you  gave  him  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  him  ? — 
A.  Tee,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  there  to  observe  what  he  did  with  it  or  did  you  go  out  at 
OQoe  ?— A.  I  turned  around  and  sat  down  after  giving  him  my  ballot. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  or  not  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil.  That  is  the  little 
Btrip  that  is  fastened  to  the  ballot  ?— A.  Well  when  I  looked  up  the  ballot  was  in 
his  hand. 

Q.  After  sitting  down  you  looked  up  and  the  ballot  was  in  his  hand  ?— A.  When 
1  torned,  I  don't  know  whether  I  sat  down  immediately,  or  whether  I  stood  up  for 
I  a  BecoDd  ? 

I  Q.  Did  you  see  him  tearing  anything  ofif  it  ? — A.  No.  It  was  partly  unfolded, 
i  Q.  Had  you  folded  it  twice  ?— A.  I  folded  it  up  narrow  so  that  it  would  go  into 
I  the  box  and  left  his  initials  so  that  he  could  see  them. 

Q.  Tou  folded  it  up  narrow  so  that  it  woald  go  into  the  box  and  left  his  initials 
80  that  he  could  see  them  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  And  you  saw  it  partly  unfolded  in  his  hand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tear  anything  off  it  ? — A.  I  didn't  observe  anything  further. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  him  closely  to  see  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  there  any  length  of  time  ? — ^A.  Not  long. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  the  ballots  were  counted  ? — ^A.  No,  sii*. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  You  remember  seeing  his  initials,  do  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
Q.  Were  they  in  ink  or  in  pencil  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Sy  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Have  you  been  accustomed  to  vote  at  elections  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^  What  is  done  with  the  ballot  paper?— A.  After  you  vote  you  take  it  to  the 
returning  officer. 

Q.  Yes,  and  what  does  he  do  with  it? — A.  He  is  supposed  to  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  There  is  a  box  to  put  it  in  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  what  that  box  is  for  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q^  On  this  o^K^asion  you  have  not  a  very  clear  recollection  of  the  facts.  I  sup- 
pose  if  you  were  put  upon  your  oath  you  could  not  distinguish  the  facts  of  your 
markiug  that  ballot  from  the  facts  connected  with  the  marking  of  your  ballot  at 
other  elections  than  that  ? — A.  I  remember  being  there  of  course. 

Q.  You  remember  being  there  of  course? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  supposing  that  you  were  under  circumstances  where  you  were  put  on 
oath  and  the  judge  asked  you  could  you  remember  taking  the  paper  in  your  hand 
and  could  yon  distinguish  what  you  did  then  from  other  times  that  you  voted  or  did 
70a  do  anything  out  of  the  oi-dinary  way  ?— A.  I  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  going 
into  Uie  room  and  voting  for  Bobert  McLean. 

Q.  You  have  a  perfect  recollection  of  going  into  the  room  and  voting  for  Eobert 
KcLean,  you  think  ? 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  manner  of  asking  the  question. 

By  Sir  Louia  Davies : 

Q.  For  instance,  you  swear  on  your  oath  as  you  know  that  you  could  n't  tell 
whether  the  space  you  marked  it  on  was  black  or  white.  You  swore  to  that,  did 
you?  Did  you  swear  a  few  minutes  ago  you  could  not  tell  whether  the  space  you 
marked  on  was  white  or  black  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  whether  it  was  white  or 
black,  but  I  voted  for  McLean. 
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Q.  Ab  a  matter  of  fact  you  oan't  remember  whether  the  spaee  you  marked  it  on 
was  black  or  white.  Can  you  remember  who  was  present  beside  the  returning  offi- 
cer?— ^A.  I  remember  seeing  Edward  Shaw  there. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ? — A.  BCichael  Tobin. 

Q.  That  is  the  poll  clerk,  anybody  else? — A.  John  Lawson. 

Q.  John  Lawson,  anybody  else  ?— A.  I  think  there  was  two  othera  in  the  room« 
bat  I  did  not  know  their  names. 

Q.  This  gentleman  asked  you  whether  yon  ooald  remember  whether  the  initials 
were  marked  in  pencil  or  in  ink  by  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  I  can't 
remember,  but  I  saw  his  initials  distinctly. 

Q.  You  saw  his  initials  distinctly  and  you  marked  the  ballot  yourself  distinctly  ? 
With  a  cross  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  believe  you  did  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  in  your  own  mind  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  brought  it  back  you  had  folded  it  up.  How  many  times  did  you 
fold  it  into  a  small  space  ? — A.  I  folded  it  up  narrow. 

Q.  Were  you  aware  that  the  counterfoil  had  to  be  torn  oflf? — A.  No,  I  was  not 

Q.  So  you  folded  it  up  narrow  thinking  that  it  would  be  put  in  the  box  just  as 
you  gave  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  impression  that  you  saw  the  deputy  returning  officer  open  the 
folds  ? — A.  I  saw  it  partly  open  in  his  hand. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  had  to  open  it  to  take  the  counterfoil  off?  You  did 
not  know  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tear  any  part  of  it  off  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  sit  down  alongside  the  table  ? — A.  1  sat  down  opposite. 

Q.  On  the  bench  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Along  with  McBCanus  and  others  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was 
any  others  sitting  there  on  the  bench  at  the  time. 

Q.  It  was  right  in  full  view  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  you  saw  the  paper  in  his  hand  you  kept  observation  on  it  ?^-A. 
Yes,  I  remember  seeing  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  balance  of  it  ?  Did  you  see  whether  he  tore  off 
the  coanterfoil  or  not  ? — A.  I  don*t  know. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  it  into  the  box  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  take  any  notice  of  it. 

Q.  These  other  men  Shaw  and  the  others  were  there? — ^A.  They  were  in  the 
room. 

Q.  Near  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  They  were  in  the  room,  there. 

Q.  How  far  off  were  they.  See  if  your  memory  will  carry  you  ? — ^A.  Shaw 
was  about  there. 

Q.  As  far  as  your  hand  will  reach  ?  As  far  as  that  gentleman  with  his  hat  on, 
you  mean  ? — A.  About  that  far. 

Q.  That  is  as  far  as  you  can  reach  with  your  hand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Two  or  three  feet  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  put  out  your  hand  he  was  as  far  from  you  as  you  could  reach 
with  your  arm  to  touch  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  the  others  about  the  same  radius  ? — A.  Lawson  was  further  off. 

Q.  He  was  further  off  ? — ^A..  Down  more  towards  the  polling  booth. 

Q.  Down  towards  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  McManus  where  was  he  ? — A.  He  was  standing  in  the  room. 

Q.  Would  he  be  further  from  you  than  I  am  from  you  now  ? — A.  About  the 
same  distance. 

Q*  So  that  you  were  all  in  perfect  view  of  Cummings  and  of  whatever  he  was 
doing  ? — A.  YcH,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  yourself  did  not  take  such  special  observation  as  would  enable  you 
to  swear  what  he  did  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  !No. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  any  time  ? — A.  No  I  did  not  stay  long.  I  voted  and  went 
out. 

Q.  At  the  lime  you  sat  down  were  there  others  than  officials  in  the  room, 
neighbours,  friends,  and  voters  ? — A.  I  think  William  Tobin  was  in  the  room. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  101 

Q.  Was  he  employed  in  any  way  ? — A.  No,  he  came  op  to  vote. 

Q.  Bat  8omeb(xiy  told  me  that  tbey  were  around  the  stove,  five,  six  or  seven, 
fiometimes  as  many  as  ten  ? — A.  There  were  not  that  many  when  I  was  there. 

Q.  How  many  aboat  ? — A.  I  did  not  notice.  I  just  saw  those  that  were 
employed  like  the  three  1  mentioned. 

Q.  I  don't  mean  the  immediate  men  standing  around  the  ballot  box  at  the  table. 
Were  there  not  men  standing  around  the  stove  f^irther  down  the  room  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I 
think  there  were  men  in  the  room. 

Q.  How  many  would  you  say  about  ? — A.  Two  or  three. 

Q.  Two  or  three  and  these  were  looking  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  vou  are  an  old  voter,  you  said  you  had  voted  many  times  and  you 
know  the  ballot  box  was  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  the  ballots ;  you  gave  a  ballot 
to  Cummings  to  put  in  the  box  and  still  your  memory  is  so  defective  you  cannot  say 
whether  he  put  it  in  the  box  or  not  ? — (Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Borden.) 

Q.  Do  you  state  whether  he  put  it  in  the  box  or  not  on  your  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  On  your  oath  you  cannot  s#rear  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  I  was  perfectly  accurated  yon  said  you  could  not  remember  whether  be 
put  it  in  the  box  so  that  is  absolutely  true  ? — A.  I  didn't  see  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  whether  he  put  it  in  the  box  or  not  ? — ^A.  I  did  not 
see  him  put  it  in  the  box  or  not. 

Q.  Uan  yon  remember  whether  you  saw  him  put  it  in  the  box  or  did  not  ? — A* 
I  did  not  see  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  What  was  distracting  your  attention  from  the  returning  officer  that  you  did 
not  see  ? — A.  In  the  first  place  I  came  down  from  the  screen  and  handed  the  ballot 
to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  I  understand  all  that.  You  came  down  from  the  screen  and  handed  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer  the  ballot  folded  ?  If  you  did  all  that  you  say  you  recollect 
BO  particularly  about  the  ballot  and  handed  it  to  him  and  cannot  remember  whether 
the  counterfoil  was  torn  ofi^,  do  yon  mean  the  Committee  to  understand  you  don't 
know  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  enough  interest  to  watch  ? — A.  I  remember  seeing  it  in  his 
hands. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  take  enough  interest  in  it  to  see  if  he  put  it  out  of  his  hand 
or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  bother  your  head  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  perfectly  indifferent  about  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  think  that  is  very  curious.  Well,  it  might  be  your  memory  is  not  a  good 
memory?  Is  that  it?  Am  1  to  understand  you  cannot  recollect  well  about  it. 
Do  you  recollect  other  facts;  was  your  name  taken  down,  do  you  recollect  that?-;- 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  wrote  it  down  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  Michael  Tobin. 

Q.  Are  you  sure? — A.  My  name  was  called. 

Q.  I  a^ked  if  you  are  sure  your  name  was  written  down  ? — A.  It  wa*«  called. 

Q.  That  is  not  what  I  a^ked  you.  Was  it  written  down,  of  your  knowledge  do 
you  say  it  whs  written  down  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  it  written  down. 

Q.  Who  called  your  name,  did  you  give  it  yourself  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  were  asked  your  name.  Did  you  slate  it  in  reply  ?  Did  you  state  what 
your  name  was.    Cannot  you  recollect  that? — A.  I  was  a^ked  if  I  wanted  to  vote. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  recollect  whether  you  stated  what  your  name  was  or  not? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  What  you  say  you  can  recollect  is  that  you  were  asked  if  you  wanted  to 
vote.    Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  I  was  asked  if  I  wanted  to  vote. 

Q.  What  is  that  you  said  ? — A.  I  was  asked  if  I  wanted  to  vote. 

Q.  You  were  asked  if  you  wanted  to  vote  by  Cummings,  I  suppose  ? — A.  By  one 
of  the  party. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  who? — A,  It  might  have  been  Cummings  or  Michael 
Tobin. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  Cummings  or  Michael  Tobin,  you  do  not  recollect  ? — A, 
No. 
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Q.  And  who  was  it  gave  voQ  the  ballot  ? — A.  Cummiogs. 

Q.  Cummings  gave  you  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  on  that  ballot  wasn't  there  a  counterfoil.  Yon  know  what  a  counter- 
foil is  ?  You  are  very  intelligent  man  and  can  read  and  write  and  everything  ? — k. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  what  a  counterfoil  is,  or  perhaps  you  do  not  know  it  by  that 
name.  Do  you  know  when  I  say  a  counterfoil  what  that  word  means  ? — A.  It  is  the 
part  to  be  parted  from  the  ballot. 

Q.  The  part  that  is  to  be  parted  from  the  ballot  ? — ^A.  Yes, 

Q.  So  you  knew  there  was  a  part  to  be  parted  from  the  ballot?  Were  you  to 
part  that  from  the  ballot  yourself  7 — A.  1  did  not  think  anything  about  it.  I  just 
folded  it  right  up  and  handed  it  to  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  anything  about  it? — A.  No,  I  just  folded  the  ballot  up 
and  handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Your  memory  seems  to  be  very  blank  about  the  subject.  Is  your  memory  a 
blank  on  that  subject  whether  you  tore  the  counterfoil  off  or  not  ? — ^A.  I  just  folded 
it  up. 

Q.  Folded  what  up  ?    The  counterfoil  ?— A.  The  ballot. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  folded  the  counterfoil  up  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  folded 
up  what  I  got  from  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  folded  up  what  you  got  from  the  returning  officer.  You  are  sure  about 
that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  handed  it  back  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  what  you  cannot  Hwear  is  whether  he  took  the  counterfoil  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  what  became  of  the  ballot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  there  taking  up  your  attention  that  you  could  not  see  what 
became  of  your  ballot? — A.  I  was  not  interested,  I  did  not  follow  it  up. 

Q.  Mr.  McSianua  or  someone  was  near  alongside  of  you,  and  Lawson  was  not 
far  from  you,  and  Tobin  was  near  the  table  by  the  presiding  officer,  and  I  suppose 
there  was  some  others,  Mr.  Dancy  or  McEvoy  would  be  there  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
McEvoy. 

Q.  What  were  they  doing  after  you  gave  your  ballot  to  the  presiding  officer, 
and  after  you  saw  it  in  his  hands  as  he  folded  it.  He  partly  unfolded  it  you  say  ?— 
A.  He  had  it  partly  folded  in  hi^  hand. 

Q.  Was  the  counterfoil  on  it  when  he  had  it  partly  unfolded  or  did  you  notice 
that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  piece  of  white  I  mean,  you  know.  When  yon  saw  it  in  his  hands  I  want 
to  know  was  it  in  that  shape  folded  up  as  to  the  black  part  and  with  the  white  left? 
— A.  It  had  more  folds  in  it  than  that. 

Q.  Would  it  be  like  that? — A.  Something  like  that. 

Q.  With  this  pari  attached  to  it  or  not?  Suppose  that  is  torn  off,  was  it  folded 
like  that  when  it  was  in  his  hand  or  not  ? — A.  I  did  not  notice  any  black  on  that. 

Q.  Do  you  notice  any  black  on  that  ? — A.  When  you  pry  it  open  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  notice  any  black  on  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  like  that  or  not  when  you  saw  it  in  his  hands  ? — A.  It  was  white. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  ? — A.  It  was  white. 

Q.  It  is  white  now  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Had  it  this  piece  attached  to  it  or  not  when  he  had  it  in  his  hand  ? — A.  I 
did  not  see  that  much  of  it  in  his  hands.    He  had  it  in  the  palm  of  his  hands. 

Q.  Was  it  about  like  that  then  when  you  saw  it  in  his  hands?— A.  He  had  it 
here  in  his  hand. 

Q.  Which  hand,  the  left  hand  ?— A.  One  of  them. 

Q.  Well,  I  ask  you  now  whether  it  presented  the  appearance  of  that  ballot 
paper  (showing  the  witness  one)  when  you  saw  it  in  his  hand  or  whether  it  did 
not? — A.  There  was  another  fold  on  it. 

Q.  It  would  not  be  like  that? — A   About  like  that  I  saw  it. 

Q.  That  was  after  you  had  sat  down  and  when  your  attention  was  turned  to 
him  again ;  in  proceeding  to  sit  down  you  turned  your  back  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer? — A.  Yes,  I  passed  by  and  turned  round. 
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Q.  And  when  70a  next  looked  at  him  be  had  the  ballot  in  his  hand  and  it  was 
in  that  shape  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Now  McManns  and  Lawson  and  Tobin — Chisholm  wasn't  there  then,  was 
he  ?— A.  No,  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Well  then,  those  persons  I  have  mentioned  were  witnessing  what  was  going 
on  ? — A.  Shaw  and  Lawson  and 

Q.  Shaw  and  Lawson  and  Tobin  were  witnessing  what  was  going  on  ?-^A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  pay  any  attention  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  really  didn't  pay  any  attention? — A.  No. 

Q.  From  that  time  out  you  didn't  pay  any  attention  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now  I  ask  you  why  you  thought  it  worth  while  to  sit  around  and  pay  no 
attention? — A.  Well,  I  was  waiting  for  another  party. 

Q.  And  yet  you  didn't  pay  any  attention  ? — A.  There  was  nothing  going  on. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  else  but  voting  going  on  to  attract  attention  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  this  nevertheless  did  not  attract  your  attention  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  had  no  fear  that  your  ballot  would  not  go  straight  into  the 
box? — A.  No,  sir,  E  thought  nothing  about  it. 

Q.  You  had  no  reason  to  fear  your  ballot  would  not  go  safe  into  the  box  ? — A. 
No. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Since  I  have  been  about  10 
years  old. 

Q.  And  from  what  you  knew  of  Cummings  since  you  wore  ten  years  old  did 
you  have  any  fear  your  ballot  would  not  go  safelv  into  the  box? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  pay  any  attention  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  as  a  personal  recollection  you  have  no  recollection  whether  he  tore  off 
the  counterfoil  ?— A.  No, 

Q.  Now  shortly  after  that  you  were  presented  with  a  paper  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  whom? — A.  Bobert  McLean  and  M.  Johnson. 

Q.  How  soon  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  could  not  say,  it  was  not  a  great  while. 

Q.  Did  they  call  at  your  house  or  did  you  meet  them  by  appointment? — 
A.  They  called  to  my  house. 

Q.  And  who  had  the  paper  ? — A.  They  both  had  the  paper. 

Q.  You  were  called  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  one  of  them  produced  a  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  one  ? — A.  Johnson,  I  think. 

Q.  And  of  course  they  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  you  sii^ned  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  all  prepared  when  they  oame  there  ;  was  pen  and  ink  brought  ? — 
A.  I  had  to  sign  it. 

Q.  There  was  pen  and  ink  brought  for  you  to  sign  it ;  was  anything  else  doDe 
with  it  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Of  course  you  remember  its  being  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yes,  I  don't  want  to  oatoh  yoa.  It  was  read  over  to  you,  it  was  complete 
when  read  over,  your  name  was  read  in  it  as  part  of  it  ? — ^A.  1  signed  it. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 
Q.  Was  it  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  I  read  it  myself. 

By  Mr.  Itussell  : 

Q.  You  read  it  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well  your  name  wa^  in  it  then,  was  it  or  was  it  not  ? 

Mr.  BoBDXN  (Halifax).  I  object  to  that  question  on  the  ground  that  you  can- 
not prove  the  contents  of  a  written  document  in  this  committee  by  any  means  except 
the  production  of  the  document  itself. 

Mr.  BasssLL.  I  do  not  attach  any  importance  to  it ;  it  was  the  signing  I  want 
to  get  at. 

The  Chairman.    The  question  is  legal. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


104  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Now  you  read  this  document  overyoarself  and  yoa  signed  it — ^A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  There  was  no  book  produced,  no  !oible  produced  1 — ^A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  swear  to  it  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  asked  to  swear  to  it,  the  only  thing  that  was  done  was  :  the 
document  was  produced,  it  was  read  over  to  you,  you  pui^  your  signature  to  it, 
Johnson  folded  it  up  and  they  went  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  in  all  that  took  place  in  reference  to  that  document  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  had  any  conversz^tion  about  your  vote  aiter  the  election,  Mr.  Wil- 
liams ? — A.  iTo,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  by  Mr.  McLean  nor  by  any  of  Mr.  McLean's  friends  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  sign  to  anybody  or  any  indication  to  anybody  by  which 
anybody  would  know  how  you  were  going  to  vote  7 — ^A.  Well,  I  am  a  Conservative 
and  the  party  would  be  interested,  1  suppose. 

Q.  You  are  known  as  a  Consei-vative  and  you  always  voted  as  a  Conservative  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  previous  election,  how  did  you  vote  ? — A.  Conservative. 

Q.  At  the  previous  election  in  1896  how  did  you  vota  ? 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax). — My  learned  friend  has  been  raising  a  very  strong  con- 
tention in  this  committee  about  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot 

Mr.  BussBLL. — And  this  question  illustrates  the  validity  of  my  position. 

Mr.  BoBDBN  (Halifax). — ^This  question  is  about  an  election  about  which  there 
is  no  contest  and  it  is  absolutely  irrelevant. 

After  argument. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  Liberal  or  Conservative  at  the  previous  election  ? — A.  At  the 
,£eck  and  Gari*ow  Election  ? 

Q.  That  will  do  for  that,  but  I  was  thinking  of  the  election  of  1896,  really  T~ 
A.  Who  were  the  members. 

Q.  I  do  not  know,  I  thought  you  would  know  bein^  an  intelligent  Conservative 
in  your  riding,  who  the  candidates  were  in  1896  ? — ^A.  1  don't  remember. 

Q.  Surely  you  remember  if  you  are  a  Conservative ;  you  must  know  who  the 
candidates  were,  at  all  events  who  your  candidate  was  in  1896  7 — A.  I  voted  for  the 
Conservative  candidate  in  1896. 

Q.  Then,  who  was  it  you  voted  for  ? — A.  I  was  sick  in  one  election. 

Q.  What  election  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  Beck  and  Garrow's  first  election. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  Dominion  in  181)6.  I  am  speaking  of  that? — A.  I 
voted  for  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  You  voted  for  McLean  at  the  election  in  1896  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  candidates  was  there  at  this  election  7 — A.  I  think  there  was 
three. 

Q.  Did  you  put  your  cross  on  the  top  or  the  middle  or  the  bottom  of  the  paper 
at  that  election  ? — A.  I  did  not  remember  whether  it  was  the  top  or  bottom,  but  I 
remember  it  was  opposite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Supposing  you  had  not  seen  the  ballot  paper,  would  you  be  by  any  means 
certain  whether  you  put  your  name  at  the  top  or  bottom  at  this  last  election  ? — ^A. 
I  voted  for  McLean  at  the  last  election. 

Q.  You  have  that  impression  of  course  ? — A.  At  the  last  election  I  voted  for 
McLean. 

Q.  But  if  you  had  not  seen  the  ballot  paper  a  moment  ago  would  you  have  been 
any  more  certain  that  you  put  your  cross  at  the  top  or  at  the  bottom  ?  Than  you 
could  say  where  you  put  it  in  1896  ? — ^A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  When  you  folded  your  ballot  paper  why  did  you  fold  it  so  fine,  why  did  you 
fold  it  so  close  ? — A.  So  that  the  returning  officer  could  put  it  in  the  box. 
Q.  That  was  your  object  in  folding  it  that  way  7 — ^A.  Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  106 

Q.  You  knew  enough  abont  it  that  you  took  pains  to  see  his  initials  were  in 
sight? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  he  had  to  tear  off  any  portion  for  any  purpose  he  would  have  to  un- 
fold it  wouldn't  he  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  you  voted  that  you  were  asked  to  sign  the  declara- 
tion ?— A.  A  short  time  afterwards. 

Q.  How  long  ? — A.  1  can*t  say. 

Q.  Can  you  come  within  a  month  of  it  ? — A.  It  might  possibly  have  been  March. 

Q.  That  is  as  near  as  you  can  say  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  It  might  possibly  have  been  in  March  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Sir  Louis  Davies  has  asked  you  as  to  your  belief  that  you  marked  your  bal- 
lot for  McLean  on  this  occasion.  Is  it  merely  your  belief  or  are  you  positive  about 
it  ?— A.  I  am  positive. 

Q.  That  you  put  your  cross  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  already  stated  tnat  your  politics  ai*e  known,  that  it  is  known  in 
that  district  that  you  are  a  Conservative. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  have  always  been  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Has  Mr.  Cummings  been  a  worker  at  all  in  elections  in  that  district,  do  you 
know? — A.  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  formidable  Grit. 

Q.  I  should  think  he  was.  You  mean  he  is  a  very  strong  party  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey: 
Q,  You  saw  Mr.  Dancy  in  the  poll  while  you  were  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  was  discharged. 


Gboboe  C.  Simpson  called  and  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Borden : 

This  witness  is  No.  38  on  the  poll  book. 

Q.  You  reside  in  Colborne  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  which  was  held  on  the  2 1st  of  February 
last  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  ihe  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — ^A. 
It  was  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q,  Donald  Cummings? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  wore  at  the  election  ? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean  and  Mr.  Bobert  Holmes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  for  Mr.  McLean,  I  promised  to  vote 
for  him  and  I  did  so. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  Cummings? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  jou  go  behind  the  screem  to  mark  it  ? — A.  I  went  in  behind  the  screen 
and  signed  the  ballot  in  the  usual  way  and  came  ont  and  returned  it  to  Cummings 
and  he  put  it  into  the  box. 

Q.  How  did  you  sign  it  ? — A.  In  the  usual  way. 

Q.  What  is  that  ? — A.  I  made  a  cross  in  the  centre  of  that  circle. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Mr.  McLean,  Mr.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  This  is  one  of  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  put  your  cross  whore  ? — A.  Eight  there. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  disc?— A.  Yee,  sir.  I  suppose  that  is  there  for  that 
occasion. 
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Q.  After  you  had  marked  yonr  ballot  and  folded  it,  what  did  yon  do  with  it?— 
A.  He  put  it  into  the  ballot  box  as  far  as  I  naw. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  give  it  ? — A.  To  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir.  I  am  quite  positive  of  that  for  there  was  no  one  there  that  could  change  it. 

Q,  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  tbe  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir.  He  laid  it  on 
the  table,  tore  off  the  counterfoil,  put  the  ballot  into  the  box  and  walked  off,  that  is 
all  I  know  about  it.    I  didn't  stay  there  any  longer. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  ho  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  He  put  it  into  his 
right  hand  pocket. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  ho  put  it  in  his  pocket  before  putting  the  ballot 
into  the  box  or  did  he  not? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  I  paid  no  attention  to  that. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  observe  he  put  it  m  the  box  ? — A.  Weil,  I  came  from  the  room 
and  I  handed  my  ballot  to  him  and  he  was  sitting  like  there.  I  walked  on,  past, 
turned  around,  and  saw  him  put  the  ballot  into  the  box  and  walked  on,  that's  all  the 
observation  I  made  on  the  matter. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  I  think  you  made  a  perfect  obsei'vation.  You  are  perfectly  plain  that  you 
brought  back  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  saw  him  put  it  in  the  box,  that  is  the  identical  ballot  you  gave  him?— 
A.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  all  I  can  say  about  it,  I  didn't  stay  any  longer. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  call  from  Mr.  McLean  afterwards  about  how  you  voted  ?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  I  signed  a  paper  to  certify  that  I 
had  voted  for  him. 

Q.  You  signed  a  paper  to  certify  you  voted  for  him  ? — A.  He  was  on  the  road 
and  I  met  him  and  he  was  going  to  my  place  and  I  happened  to  meet  him  on  the 
road  and  he  showed  it  to  me  and  read  it. 

Q.  He  had  it  all  ready  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  all  written  out  and  I  signed  it  on  his 
cutter  seat. 

Q.  He  read  it  to  you  and  you  signed  it  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  didn't  swear  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  your  signing  ? — A.  I  asked  what  this  list  was 
for  and  he  said  it  was  to  certify  they  voted  &r  him,  and  he  said  **you  voted  for  me" 
and  I  said  '*  yes  sir  "  and  he  said,  **  you  would  be  willing  to  sign  this,"  and  I  said  I 
was  ready,  and  after  he  read  it  all  through  and  I  signed  it  then. 

Q.  Yon  said  something  which  the  reporter  did  not  get.  What  did  Mr.  McLean 
tell  you  it  was  ?— A.  He  told  me  as  I  told  yon  that  it  was  a  little  list  he  had  got  up. 

Q.  A  little  list  he  had  ffot  up  ? — A.  That  he  had  got  those  who  voted  for  him 
to  sign  and  he  said  I  voted  for  him  and  he  asked  if  I  h^  any  objection  to  signing  it 
and  i  said  no. 

Q.  A  little  list  he  had  got  up  of  those  who  voted  for  him  and  asked  if  yon  had 
any  objection  to  saying  you  voted  for  him  and  he  understood  you  had  voted  for  him 
and  asked  if  you  had  any  objection? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  didn't  vote  for  him  and  I 
said  yes,  and  he  said  would  1  have  any  objection  to  certify  this,  and  I  said  no. 

Q.  Is  that  an  honest  statement  of  what  took  place  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Nothing  more  or  less  ? — ^A.  Nothing  more  or  less. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  and  walked  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Was  he  on  foot  or  in  a  rig  ? — A.  He  was  in  a  cutter.  It  was  about  the  Ist 
of  April. 

Q.  Who  was  driving  ? — ^A.  He  was  driving  himself.  There  was  no  person  with 
him. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  other  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  No  Other  paper  except  the  one  joa  have  just  mentioned  about  the  election  ? 
And  no  one  was  witn  him  except  yon  ?— A.  No  one  was  with  him. 

By  Mr.  Borden  :  , 

Q.  Wasn't  there  a  man  with  him,  a  Mr.  Johnston  ? — A.  Sir. 

Q.  Wasn't  there  a  man  with  him,  a  Mr.  Johnston  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  the  time  1 
was  with  him.  Not  the  time  I  signed  this.  Johnston  went  dowu  to  the  store  ;  he 
had  been  with  him,  bat  he  went  down  to  the  store,  and  I  was  coming  up  the  road 
and  saw  Mr.  McLean  and  Johnston  was  away  at  the  time  I  ween  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Johnston  that  day  ? — A.  I  saw  him  that  day.  I  saw  him  get 
oat  of  the  cutter  and  go  to  the  store,  and  I  left  the  store  and  w.ent  on  towards  my 
farm  and  McLean  was  standing  there,  the  cutter  was  standing  there. 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Always. 

Q.  And  that  is  pretty  well  known  ? — A.  Yes.  I  never  had  much  excitement  in 
politics. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  There  was  nobody  present  but  you  and  McLean  when  you  signed  the  docu- 
ment ?— A.  No  one  presents 

Q.  No  one  within  sight  ? — ^A.  No  one  in  sight. 

Q.  Johnston  was  not  in  sight  ? — A.  No,  he  had  went  into  the  store  and  shut 
the  door  behind  him. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  And  it  was  after  that  you  saw  Johnston  ? — A.  No,  it  was  before  that  I  saw 
Johnston.  He  left  the  cutter  and  passed  me  by  and  he  went  into  the  store  and  shut 
the  door  and  I  walked  up  and  McLean's  cutter  was  standing  there  and  as  I  passed 
McLean  he  introduced  the  paper  to  me. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 
Q.  So  Johnston  was  not  present  at  the  conversation  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  But  yon  saw  him  ?  —A.  Yes,  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  to  speak  to  afterwards  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


Jamss  MoMamub  recalled : — 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  McManus  did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  that  was  held  on  the 
2l8t  of  Febrnary  last  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  whom? — A.  From  Donald  Cummings,  from  the  deputy  returning 
officer. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  behind  the  screen  to  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  where  the  desk  was. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote? — ^A.  For  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  for  Bobert  McLean?— A.  I  marked  an  *'X"  opposite  his 
name  on  the  white  disc  that  was  there. 
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Q.  That  white  disc  oppoeite  his  name  ? — A.  Tea. 

Q.  And  after  marking  the  ballot  and  folding  it  what  did  yon  do  with  it? — ^A. 
I  folded  the  ballot  and  brought  it  down  to  Cammings  and  handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  yon  and 
which  yon  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes  the  same  ballot. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  I  turned  round  this  way  to  ait 
down  on  the  bench  where  I  was  sitting  at  the  sooth  side  and  then  when  my  atten- 
tion was  drawn  to  him  again  he  was  putting  my  ballot  like  into  the  box  or  the  one 
I  supposed  to  be  mine.    I  seen  nothing  wrong  about  it. 

Q.  Your  occupation  is  that  of  a  farmer,  I  think  ? — ^A.  Farmer. 

Q.  What  is  Shaw's  occupation  ? — ^A.  A  farmer. 

Q.  A  farmer  also.  Now  I  think  yon  have  already  described  to  us  to  some  extent 
the  position  of  the  table.  The  voters,  as  I  understand,  passed  between  you  and  the 
deputy  returning  officer  when  they  went  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes  they  passed — 
the  bench  was  up  here  and  here  was  the  returning  officer  and  they  passed  between 
us. 

Q.  And  when  they  came  back  to  give  their  ballots  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer  they  passed  between  you  ? — A.  Yes,  they  passed  between  and  turned  to  go 
out  or  sit  down,  whichever  they  wanted  to. 

Q.  Where  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes  sitting  ? — ^A.  Well,  part  of  the 
time  ihcy  were  sitting  out  to  the  north,  the  poll  clerk  was  just  on  that  side  of  him. 
One  scrutineer  was  there  and  the  other  here. 

Q.  That  was  to  the  left  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sometimes 
they  changed  their  positions. 

Q.  There  were  two  chairs  there? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  left  of  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Well,  one,  but  the  other 
was  more  around  to  the  corner. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  could  make  a  plan  of  the  table  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  think  I 
could  draw  it  better  than  tell  you  by  this  table  and  use  this  door  for  where  the 
voters  came  in. 

Q.  I  don't  ask  you  now  but  you  could  do  it  after  you  go  off  the  stand  ? — A.  I 
will  do  anything,  I  can  do  it  as  well  by  the  table  as  anything. 

Q.  Illustrate  it  then  by  the  position  of  the  table ;  suppose  the  gentleman  sitting 
opposite  me  is  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  As  it  appears  to  me  this  is  the 
door  (the  door  between  committee  rooms  49  and  50)  where  they  came  in  and  the 
screen  would  be  back  there,  and  the  table  would  be  to  the  right  hand  of  a  man 
going  in  and  the  left  going  out. 

Q.  Where  would  be  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Where  the  reporter  is 
sitting. 

Q.  And  the  poll  clerk  where  Mr.  Russell  is?— A.  Yes.  And  the  ballot  box  right 
here  (indicating  the  south-west  corner  of  the  table.) 

Q^  And  where  were  you  sitting  ? — A.  Here  at  the  angle,  but  I  might  change 
sometimes. 

Q.  But  that  was  your  regular  seat  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  far  away  were  you  from  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  About  8  feet  from  where 
this  man  was  sitting.  There  was  a  bench  along  the  side  right  out  on  this  side. 
This  is  the  bench  and  that  is  where  the  table  is. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  Who  was  on  the  bench  ? — A.  Well,  sometimes  there  was  a  good  few,  but 
Shaw  and  me  was  on  it. 

Q.  Generally  ? — A.  That  was  our  position  all  day. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax) : 

Q.  The  two  chairs  you  speak  of  would  be  Over  about  where  I  am  sitting?— A. 
Not  so  far  back,  about  where  that  Bible  is.  The  poll  clerk  had  one  chair  near  the 
end  of  the  table  and  the  other  was  at  a  litttle  angle  towards  the  stove  at  the  corner. 

Q.  That  is  where  Holmes'  scrutineers  sat  ? — ^A.  Yes,  that  is,  most  of  the  time 
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Q.  SometimeA  they  sat  on  tiie  bench  with  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  there  with  you? — A.  Lawson  was  there  once  or  twice,  and 
McEvoy. 

Q.  Conversing  with  you,  were  they? — A.  Well,  McEvoy  was  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Yon  recollect  distinctly  what  took  place  with  regard  to  JDancy  at  the  ^lose 
of  the  poll;  Mr.  Cammings  'has  told  us  that  the  objection  that  yon  made  was  not 
at  the  close  of  the  poll,  bat  two  or  three  hoars  before ;  what  have  yoa  to  say  to  it  ? 
—A.  I  am  positive  it  was  at  the  clof^e  of  the  poll ;  he  took  the  box  and  went  up 
before  us  to  count  the  ballots,  and  I  objected  then. 

Q.  And  Dancy  went  uo  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  objection  was  that  Dancy  had  no  papers  and  had  not  been  sworn? 
—A.  That  was  ray  objection. 

Q.  Did  you  speak  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A,  Yes.  I  told  him  Dancy 
had  no  right  to  be  there. 

Q.  You  said  he  had  no  right? — A.  I  told  Dancy  first,  and  then  I  told  the 
deputy  returning  officer  that. 

Q.  What  did  the  deputy  returning  officer  answer  ? — A.  I  don't  know  just,  but 
he  said  he  was  to  be  in  it. 

Q.  That  he  was  to  be  in  ? — A.  He  claimed  he  had  his  papera. 

Q.  But  you  never  saw  his  papers? — A.  1  did  not;  if  I  did  I  would  have  no 
objection  to  him. 

Q.  Now  then,  the  condition  of  the  floor;  I  don't  know  whether  I  asked  yon 
about  that  before ;  what  was  the  condition  of  the  floor  that  day  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't 
know;  the  hall  had  been  used  for  election  purposes  lately.  I  think  six  or  seven 
years  ago  the  temperance  people  used  it,  but  I  don't  think  it  was  used  for  that 
since. 

Q*  It  was  used  for  election  purposes  ? — A.  Yes,  and  for  public  purposes. 

Q.  Was  the  floor  very  clean  ? — A.  Well,  not  very  clean. 

Q.  There  was  smoking  there  that  day  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  snow  on  the  ground  ? — A.  Yes,  but  there  was  wheeling.  There 
WHS  snow  banks  along  the  road. 

Q.  And  there  was  a  stove  there  and  fire  in  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  far  was  the  stove  away  from  the  table? — A.  Not  very  far.  You  could 
not  sit  like  at  the  right  hand  hero  without  being  too  warm ;  it  was  close  enough 
for  that 

Q.  Well,  was  the  stove  further  away  from  the  table  than  the  bench  on  which 
you  sat? — A.  It  was  closer,  I  think.  I  would  not  say  to  an  inch.  I  think  it  would 
be  four  feet  in  that  way  to  the  corner  of  the  hall. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q«  Where  did  Lawson  sit  ? — A.  He  sat  part  of  the  time  next  to  the  poll  clerk, 
and  the  other  one  was  round  more  to  the  corner. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  to  Mr.Sussell  that  place  was  occupied  by  the  poll  clerk? 
—A.  Yes,  well  then  Lawson — the  table  was  there — would  be  at  the  corner. 

Q.  And  McEvoy  ? — A.  Would  be  here  at  this  corner  part  of  the  time;  part  of 
the  time  he  was  over  talking  to  us  on  the  bench. 

Q.  So  you  and  your  fellow  scrutineer  were  near  the  table? — A.  Just  as  near. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  box  was  nearer  to  you  ? — A.  Just  as  near  as  to  any  one.  The 
table  was  about  six  or  seven  feet  long. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  ; 

Q,  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  objected  to  Dancy  being  there? — A.  At 
the  close  of  the  poll. 

Q.  That  is  to  say,  when  you  objected  to  his  not  having  his  papers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  at  the  time  the  poll  closed? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  object  to  his  being  there  during  the  day  before  ? — A.  I  did  not. 
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Q.  Then  jonr  objection  was  based  on  ^be  fact,  whioh  seemed  to  you  to  exist, 
that  he  hadn't  presented  his  papers  to  be  sworn  in  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  thoaght, 
that  ho  had  no  right  to  go  in  there. 

Q.  And  if  he  had  presented  his  papers  to  be  sworn  in  you  wonld  not  have 
objected? — A.  I  would  not  have  objected. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  ask  yon  a  question  or  two  about  your  connection  with  Mr. 
McLean's  committee,  you  were  acting  as  his  scrutineer  7 — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  wei^  acting  on  his  committee? — A.  How  do  you  mean? 

Q.  I  suppose  Mr.  McLean  had  some  of  his  friends  working  for  him? — A.  Well, 
I  didn't  work  for  him  except  to  act  as  his  scrutineer. 

Q.  You  acted  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yob. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  pretty  active  Conservative? — A.  They  know  I  am  a  Conservative 
all  right. 

Q.  You  know  pretty  well  what  goes  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  McLean  a  committee  working  for  him  in  the  elections  ?— A.  He  had 
none,  if  you  mean  canvassing  for  him  I  don't  know  of  any  canvassing  for  him. 

Q.  What  is  that,  I  want  to  know  whether  he  had  a  committee? — ^A.  Not  for  to 
leave  home  and  go  out  and  canvass  for  him. 

Q.  Don't  mistake  me,  I  don*t  mean  men  to  go  out  and  canvass. — ^A.  I  don't  mean 
it  either,  but  men  who  took  the  trouble  to  go  from  home  and  canvass  for  him. 

Q.  Did  you  and  your  friends  who  were  supporting  McLean  leave  home  and  go 
out  and  canvass  for  him  ? — A.  I  didn't,  no,  and  there  were  no  others  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Then  there  was  really  no  canvas  in  that  township  for  McLean? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  as  far  as  you  know?— A.  As  far  as  I  know.  Unless  it  was  McLean 
himself,  and  I  am  not  saying  about  thai. 

Q.  So  upon  your  list  you  or  Shaw  marked  the  voters  for  McLean  or  Holmes  ? 
— ^A.  When  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  When  they  came  in  ? — A.  My  list  was  the  one  that  was  marked  at  that  meet- 
ing, when  we  went  over  the  list  and  marked  who  would  vote  for  him. 

Q.  Shaw  told  us  you  had  a  meeting? — A.  Shaw's  was  marked  on  the  day  of  the 
voting. 

Q.  At  your  committee  meeting  Shaw  told  us  yon  had  a  committee  meeting.  I 
don't  know  whether  he  said  you  were  there  or  not,  but  you  were  there  as  a  matter 
of  fact?— A.  Yes,  1  was  there, 

Q.  You  went  over  the  voters*  list? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  marked  these  men  for  McLean  and  Holmes  according  to  the  way 
you  thought  they  were  going  to  vote? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  no  canvass  was  made  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  your  list  was  marked  at  the  committee  meeting  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  you  came  to  act  at  the  poll  Shaw  wanted  a  list,  too  ? — ^A.  He  had 
a  list. 

Q.  When  was  his  list  marked  ? — A.  He  did  the  marking  as  they  came  in. 

Q.  As  they  came  in  Shaw  marked  the  voters? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  According  as  he  thought  they  were  going  to  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  marking  was  done  by  Shaw,  or  did  you  mark  any  of  them  ? — A.  Me  or 
him? 

Q.  Did  you  mark  any  for  him  ? — A.  I  marked  for  him  whilst  he  was  away  at 
noon.  I  maybe  did  not  mark  them  for  him  at  all,  but  told  him  who  had  voted  while 
he  was  absent. 

Q.  It  was  his  business  to  mark  how  they  voted? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Shaw  marked  the  list  so  that  he  would  know  that  they  had  voted  ? — A. 
Yes.  I  marked  the  men  as  I  would  know  that  they  had  voted,  and  he  was  checking 
them  off  as  they  went. 

Q.  You  marked  the  men  how  they  voted  as  they  went  in  or  Shaw  did  ? — ^A. 
As  I  thought  they  voted. 

Q.  In  accordance  with  your  general  knowledge  as  to  the  party  they  belonged  to 
and  how  they  were  likely  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  not  as  the  result  of  the  canvass  ?— A.  Not  as  the  result  of  a  canvass. 
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Q.  People  in  that  towDship.are  thought  to  be  pretty  strong  party  men  ? — ^A.  It 
was  sapposed  to  be  no  uae  to  go  to  them,  I  suppose  if  they  did  that  there  was  no 
use  canvassing  them. 

Q.  Becaase  of  the  fact  that  the  people  there  are  veiy  strong  party  men,  it 
was  not  considered  to  be  of  any  nse  to  canvass,  because  they  would  vote  with  their 
party  anyway  ? — A.  Yes.    Well  I  gness  that  is  the  reason. 

Q.  And  canvassing  would  not  make  any  difference  ? — ^A.  I  guess  that  was  the 
reason. 

Q.  And  you  marked  the  voters  as  they  went  in,  in  accordance  with  what  yon 
believed  to  be  their  intention  of  voting  for  the  party  ? — ^A.  Yes, 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  certificate  ? — A.  Did  which  ? 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  certificate  ? — A.  When  the  certificate  at  the  election  ? 

Q.  No,  afterward  did  Mr.  McLean  asked  you  how  you  had  voted  ? — ^A.  Xo  I 
told  him. 

Q.  You  are  not  one  of  those  that  signed  the  declaration  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  signed 
this  oath  that  was  taken  around  us,  that  they  said  they  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Under  what  circumstances  did  you  come  to  si^  ? — A.  I  was  in  Oodench 
and  they  asked  me  to  sign  it  and  I  went  around  to  Mr.  Hayes  office  and  signed. 

Q.  You  were  in  Groderich  and  Mr.  McLean  asked  you  to  sign  it,  what  did  he 
say  to  you  ? — A.  I  dont  remember  what  name  he  called  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  %av  to  you  ? — A.  That  they  were  giving  out  a  paper  which  was 
JQSt  the  same  as  an  oath  for  the  men  to  sign  to  see  how  many  men  would  swear  that 
they  voted  for  him. 

Q.  Did  he  use  these  words  to  you  ? — ^A.  £  can't  say  exactly  the  words  but  that 
was  the  meaning  I  took  out  of  them. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  the  words  ? — A.  No  I  can't. 

Q.  You  have  heard  so  much  talk  about  it  since  that  you  think  he  said  it  was 
same  as  an  oath  7^ A.  I  heard  more  about  it  before  than  I  do  now. 

Q.  You  can  not  recollect  what  he  said  to  you  ? — A.  No,  1  cannot^e  exact  words. 

Q.  But  you  went  down  with  him  to  Shaws  office  ? — ^A.  No,  to  Hayes  office. 

Q.  To  Hayes  office  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  oath  administered  to  you  ? — A.  Not  to  take  a  Bible. 

Q.  Tell  us  exactly  what  did  take  place? — ^A.  They  read  this  paper  through.  I 
would  not  say  what  was  in  the  paper  and  I  signed  my  name  to  it.  Mr.  Hayes 
explained  that  it  was  just  the  same  as  an  oath  to  me. 

Q.  They  read  the  paper  though  you  can't  say  what  was  in  it,  you  signed  it,  and 
was  told  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  by  Mr.  Hayes  ? — ^A.  And  by  Mr.  McLean  before  I 
went  around. 

Q.  You  are  sure  about  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  doubly  told  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  you  should  know  because  in  the  first  place  McLean  told  you  it  was 
equal  to  an  oath  and  Hayes  told  you  ? — A.  They  wanted  me  around  there  for  that 
purpose. 

Q,  You  are  quite  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Both  of  them  told  me  for  fear  you  would'nt  know  it  ? — A.  I  would  not  say 
it  was  for  fear,  but  both  of  them  told  me. 

Q.  Did  McLean  say  anything  to  you  when  you  got  down  to  the  office? — A.  At 
the  office. 

Q.  About  the  character  of  the  paper  ? — A,  I  don't  think  it. 

Q.  You  did'nt  read  the  paper  yourself? — A.  I  did  not 

Q.  Who  read  it,  McLean  or  the  other  man  ? — A.  Mr.  Hayes  read  it. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  me  the  words  McLean  used  ?  Can  you  tell  me  what  Hayes 
said? — A.  I  can't  tell  the  exact  words,  I  don't  want  to  swear  to  anything  I  am  not 
certain  of. 

Q.  My  dear  fellow  I  am  not  complaining  about  it  if  you  can't  recollect.  But  the 
impression  left  upon  your  mind  was  that  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  When  yoa  went  in  with  Daocy  and  made  this  objecticn  will  voa  describe  to 
the  committee  bow  that  ballot  box  stood  in  the  room  or  little  place  behind  the 
screen  ? — A.  How  it  stood. 

Q.  Tes  wo  had  it  described  by  one  witness? — A.  Well  I-dont  agree  with  him 
where  it  stood,  not  exactly.  He  was  not  sure  about  it  and  1  am  positively  sure  it 
was  set  on  the  table,  where  the  worthy  chief  used  to  sit  in  the  temperance  lodge 
where  I  QBcd  to  attend.  It  is  not  exactly  a  table  there  bat  it  has  a  top  the  same  as  a 
table. 

Q.  We  had  called  it  a  table  all  through  ?— A.  Well,  all  right. 

Q.  Is  it  what  would  popularly  be  called  a  table? — A.  Yes,  only  it  is  solid  nnder. 

Q.  A  kind  of  desk  P — A.  A  desk  and  a  door  open  for  to  put 

Q.  At  any  rate  this  piece  of  furniture  called  by  one  a  table  and  which  yon  call 
a  dcfi^k  ? — A.  Well  it  didn't  make  any  difference. 

Q.  On  top  of  that  the  ballot  box  was  placed? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Who  unlocked  it  or  did  anybody  ? — A.  Donald  Cumminffs. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings.  Then  there  was  present  yourself  and  Shaw  representing 
Mr.  McLean  and  the  other  two  gentlemen  representing  Mr.  Holmes? —A.  Lawsoo 
and  Dancy. 

Q.  Was  McEvoy  there?— A.  McEvoy,  no. 

Q.  So  Dancy  had  taken  McEvoy's  place,  is  it  that  way  ? — A.  Yes,  I  suppose 
that  is  the  way  it  was. 

Q.  When  he  opened  the  ballot  box  what  did  he  do?  Did  you  keep  tally  ? — A. 
No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do? — A.  Well,  I  sat  right  close  to  the  desk  here. 

Q.  How  many  feet  were  you  then  from  the  ballot  box? — A.  How  many  feet? 
Oh,  I  would  not  be  more  than  three  feet. 

Q.  Three  feet.     Within  three  feet  of  the  ballot  box?— A.  I  think  I  was. 

Q.  It  was  a  very  small  place  you  were  in,  you  were  all  in  wasn't  it? — ^A.  Not 
very  small  it  was  a  long  place  and  the  curtain  goes  clear  across  it. 

Q.  But  it  was  in  a  small  place  you  stood? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  your  colleague  stand,  Shaw? — A.  Shaw,  ho  was  more  behind  me 
like.  More  to  my  back  because  he  was  keeping  count  and  I  was  looking  at  the 
ballots. 

Q.  He  was  keeping  count  and  you  were  looking  at  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  Cummings  do  when  he  opened  the  box? — ^A.  He  took  the  ballots 
out? 

Q.  How  one  by  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  he  took  them  out  what  did  he  do  ? — A.  Unfolded  them,  called  out  who 
for  and  handed  them  to  the  poll  clerk. 

Q.  That  was  the  course  with  respect  to  each  individual  ballot.  He  put  his  hand 
in  the  box,  took  out  the  ballot  unfolaed  it,  read  who  it  was  for  and  passed  it  to  poll 
clerk  ? — A.  That  is  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  when  it  was  passed  to  the  poll  clerk  what  was  done  ? — A.  The  poll 
clerk  put  them  it  two  separate  piles  with  a  weight  on  each. 

Q.  Eight  before  you  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  In  taking  out  the  ballots  you  were  satisfied  ? — A.  I  was  satisfied. 

Q.  Everything  was  right? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  could  not  be  otherwise.  You  had  your  eyes  right  on  them  ? — A.  I  do  not 
see  how  it  could  be  otherwise. 

Q.  And  you  saw  each  ballot  taken  out  and  read  and  put  down  in  two  piles  ?^ — 
A.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that,  so  far  as  them  ballots  was  concerned,  not  a  bit. 

Q.  In  the  morning  when  you  started  the  proceedings  did  you  look  at  the  box? 
— A.  I  was  not  there  in  time, 

Q.  I  remember  now  you  came  in  a  little  late  ? — A.  About  five  minutes  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  The  politics  of  the  voters  in  that  division  of  Colborne  were  pretty  well 
known  ?  beyond  any  question  ? — A.  Pretty  well  known. 
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Q.  And  there  was  not  mach  ase  in  canvassing? — ^A.  That  was  the  impression 
anyway. 

Q.  So  well  known  that  you  thought  yourselves  able  to  mark  them  down  at  the 
committee  meeting  ? — A,  At  the  meeting. 

Q.  There  was  an  election  the  preceding  December  for  the  local  legislature?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  March,  1898,  for  the  local  legislature? — A.  Yes,  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  Some  time  in  1898.  Now  the  list  you  marked  at  the  committee  meeting. 
You  took  that  with  you  to  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  my  list. 

Q.  Your  list  and  was  Shaw's  list  marked  from  yours? — A.  Marked  from  mine,  no. 

Q.  Who  was  it  marked  for  ? — A.  He  marked  it  himself,  as  thoy  came  in. 

Q.  And  yours  was  marked  at  the  committee  meeting? — A.  Mine  was  marked 
at  the  committee  meeting. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  he  marked  as  they  came  in  how  he  thought  a  voter  voted  ? — 
A,  Ho  put  down  a  straight  mark  lor  one  and  a  cross  for  the  other. 

Q.  You  didn't  do  that  as  your's  was  marked  before  ? — A.  Mine  was  marked 
before  all  I  had  to  do  was  to  put  a  mark  on  the  side  to  show  he  voted, 

Q.  When  you  marked  the  book  to  show  the  Conservatives  vote  how  many 
marks  did  you  make? 

Question  objected  to  by  Sir  Louis  Davies, 

After  argument. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Have  you  got  the  book  ? — A.  No,  when  I  was  leaving  home  1  had  these  two 
ballot  books  the  oiher  for  the  other  election  and  this  one  and  I  took  up  what  I 
thought  was  the  right  book  and  when  I  got  here  it  was  for  the  other  election. 

The  Chaibman. — It  eeems  to  me  the  best  evidence  bhould  be  adduced  whenever 
it  is  possible  to  adduce  it.  If  that  book  is  in  existence,  and  if  it  can  be  easily  got, 
it  should  be  produced. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  Now  did  you  see  McEvoy  after  the  election ;  that  is,  McEvoy  who  was  act- 
ing as  agent? — A.  After  the  election  ? 

Q.  Yes?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  about  the  election? — A.  Well,  I 
didn't  have  much  conversation  with  him;  he  spoke  to  me  on  the  street  and  started 
laughing  at  me  and  said  they  intended  to  do  me,  but  not  as  much  as  they  had. 

Q.  Intended  to  do  you  but  not  as  muc^i  as  they  had? — A.  Yes,  me  and  him  was 
joking. 

Q.  Where  was  this? — A.  Goderich. 

Q.  The  same  McEvoy  who  had  acted  as  scrutineer  for  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  Yes, 
the  same  one. 

Q.  Was  Chisholm  present  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots? — A.  He  wasn't  there. 
.    Q.  He  was  not  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  where  was  he? — A.  He  was  in  the  outer  place  when  we  came  down. 

Q.  I  m^an  the  Chisholm  who  was  sworn  in  ? — A.  I  know. 

Q.  He  was  in  the  building  but  did  not  assist  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots? — A. 
Well,  I  would  not  say  he  was  there  when  we  started,  but  he  was  there  when  we 
quit. 

Q.  This  document  which  you  signed  at  Mr.Hayes'  office;  do  you  remember  what 
they  call  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  think  of  it. 

Q.  Was  it  a  declaration?— A.  Yes,  that  is  it. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  the  exact  words  in  it? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  what  the  meaning  of  it  was  ? — A.  Yes,  I  understood 
what  the  meaning  of  it  was. 

Q.  What  was  that? — A.  That  it  was  just  as  serious  as  if  I  took  the  oath. 
2—8 
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Q,  And  what  was  the  statement  you  made? — A.  I  stated  that  I  voted  for  Mr. 
McLean;  that  is  what  I  thought  this  paper  was  for. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies: 

Q.  What  was  this  conversation  you  and  McBvoy  had;  was  it  serious  or  joking  7 
— ^A.  Joking. 

Q.  Laughing  at  one  another;  he  was  having  the  laugh  on  you? — A.  Having 
the  laugh  on  me;  that  is  just  how  it  came  about. 

Witness  discharged. 


Richard  Gliddon,  No.  90  on  the  poll  book,  sworn  : — 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  Gliddon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  on  the  21st 
February,  1899?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — ^A. 
Donald  Cummings,  sir. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  which  of  the  candidates  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Mr.  Eobert  McLean,  sir. 

Q.  Robert  McLean  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  kind  of  a  mark  on  it? — A.  Certainly  I  did,  sir, 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  make? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Where  did  you  make  the  cross  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Wa^  there  a  place  opposite  the  name? — A.  Yes,  eir 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  there  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  white  with  a 
circle. 

Q.  You  made  a  cross  in  the  circular  space  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir,  1  did. 

Q.  Well,  after  marking  your  ballot  you  folded  it,  I  suppose? — A.  Yea,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  after  ?— A.  I  took  it  back  and  returned  it  to 
the  returning  officer. 

Q.  Returned  it  to  Cummings? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  Did  you  return  the  same  paper  you  had  got  from  the  deputy  returning 
officer? — A.  Yes,  I  did  that,  I  certainly  did  that. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  him  to  see  what  he  did? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  I  handed  him  the  ballot  and  walked  away. 

By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  Well,  you  made  a  declaration  afterwards,  Mr.  Gliddon,  you  signed  a  paper 
afterwards  ? — A.  After  voting  ?  ^ 

Q.  Some  days  after. — A.  No,  sir,  it  was  before  the  election,  we  signed  the 
declaration  they  called  it. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  the  nature  of  that  ? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  know,  it  was  equal 
to  an  oath. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  to  you?— -A.  It  was  McLean  and  M.  O.  Johnson,  he  was  a 
stranger  to  me. 

Q.  It  was  before  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  read  over?— A.  I  don't  remember  a  word. 

Q.  You  must  remember  what  you  signed? — A.  I  knew  at  the  time  it  was  equal 
to  an  oath. 
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Q.  What  were  you  swearing  to?— A.  Tbat  I  voted  for  him. 
Q.  And  this  was  done  before  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir — no,  sir,  it  was  after 
the  elections ;  certainly,  it  was  after  the  election. 

Q.  I  knew  if  you  drove  on  fast  enough  you  would  come  up  against  a  wall. — A. 
I  know  that. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  how  easy  it  is  to  be  mistaken? — A.  Certainly,  I  know  it  is. 
Q.  Might  not  you  have  been  mistaken  about  any  thing  ebe  ? — ^A.    No,  sir,  I 
can't  be  mistaken  when  I  know  nothing  to  make  a  mistake  over;  certainly  that  is 
over  the  election. 

Q,  And  it  was  to  the  effect  you  had  voted  for  McLean?— A.  Certainly. 
Q.  Who  brought  tho  paper  to  you? — A.  Hobert  McLean.    Him  and  Johnson, 
although  he  was  a  perfect  stranger  to  me  at  the  time. 
Q.  The  paper  was  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  You  could  read  ? — A.  Of  course,  I  could  read  printing,  and  some  men's 
writing  I  can't  read. 

Q.  Bo  you  mean  to  say  you  can't  read  writing  at  all? — A.  Not  to  take  a  letter 
in  some  writing  and  read  it  out  to  you. 

Q.  Some  writing  you  can  read,  some  you  can't? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  what  writing  this  was,  and  you  didn't  stop  to  see  ? — A.  No, 
I  did  not. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  was  not  in  writing? — ^A.  I  can't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  saw  the  paper  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  saw  enough  to  see  whether  it  was  written  or  printed? — A.  I  can't  just 
remember,  it  is  gone  out  of  my  head  now.  I  took  that  little  thought  of  it,  I  can't 
fiay  whether  it  was  wntten  or  printed;  I  never  thought  of  anything  else  coming 
out  of  it. 

*Q.  Who  was  it  read  it  out  to  you? — A.  If  I  am  not  mistaken,  it  was  him  and 
Johnson. 

Q.  Him  and  Johnson  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  before  or  after  he  read  it  over  to  you  ? — A.  I  can't  tell 
yon  the  words  in  it,  but  it  was  to  certify  that  I  voted  for  McLean,  and  I  wasn't 
afraid  to  do  that. 

Q.  Why  shouldn't  you  do  it,  a  good  honest  fellow  couldn't  object  to  it.  You 
signed  your  name  to  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  else  was  done  ? — A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  You  signed  your  name  to  that  document  that  you  had  voted  for  McLean? — 
A  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  And  Johnson  folded  it  and  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? — A,  I  suppose  so,  they  went 
off  with  it. 

Q.  That  was  all  they  wanted.    They  got  it  and  went  away  ?■— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  course,  there  was  no  Bible  produced,  no  oath,  or  holding  up  your  hands? 
No  nothing  at  all,  they  read  the  paper  over  to  you  ?  You  signed  it,  he  put  it  in  his 
pocket  and  they  went  away,  tbat  is  all  that  took  place,  I  suppose? — A.  That  is  all 
that  took  place. 

Q.  When  you  went  in  to  get  your  ballot  paper  ? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  polling  booth  Cummings  gave  yoo  a  paper  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  that  out  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Went  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Put  your  mark  upon  it? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  On  which  part  of  the  paper  ?— A.  On  the  bottom. 

Q.  You  brought  it  back  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Folded  it  up  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  fold  it  up  ? — A.  I  can't  remember  whether  it  was 
once  or  twice,  but  it  was  properly  folded  and  I  took  it  back. 

Q,  Did  you  fold  it  so  as  to  leave  a  little  part  of  white  paper  sticking  out? — A. 
I  can't  tell  you  that. 

Q.  lou  handed  it  to  the  presidicg  officer,  Cummings.  What  did  he  do  with  it? 
—A.  I  can't  tell  you.    I  wasn't  taking  notice  what  he  did  with  it. 

Q.  Went  right  away  ? — A.  Went  right  off.    I  didn't  stop  to  be  there. 
2-8J 
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Q.  You  didn't  feol  you  had  any  business  to  be  there  auy  longer  than  necessaiy  ? 
— A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  not  a  bold  man  to  stay  around  there  ? — A.  Never  at  elections,  to 
sit  around  in  polling  places;  never  took  that  much  interest. 

Q.  You  did  not  slay  long  enough  to  see  that  your  ballot  got  into  the  box.  You 
were  in  the  room  long  enough,  but  not  to  watch  him? — A.  You  understand 

Q,  What  were  you  watching  all  that  time? — ^A.  I  was  talking  to  some  of  my 
neighbours. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Five  or  six  years ;  since  I 
went  ap  there. 

Q.  You  are  not  positive  whether  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  or  not? — A.  I 
can't  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  other  men  sitting  around  there  and  watching  him>? — A.  No,  I 
did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  anybody  there  at  all  ? — A.  I  saw  some  people  there  certainly, 
but  not  watching  Cummings.     I  didn't  see  they  were  watching  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  poll  clerk  there? — A.  1  did  not  know  who  the  poll  clerk  was. 

Q.  A  man  sitting  alongside  of  Mr.  Cummings? — A.  Certainly.  I  suppose  I  saw 
him  at  the  time,  but  can't  say  who  the  poll  clerk  was. 

Q.  I  know  that,  but  I  am  asking  you  if  you  saw  a  man  sitting  alongside  Mr. 
Cummings  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  saw  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Man  right  alon*/8ide  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Michael  Tobin  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  ? — A.  I  can't  say  really  that  T  did. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  know  much  about  what  was  going  on  ? — A,  I  was 
voting.  • 

Q.  But  you  didn't  know  whether  you  were  getting  your  vote  in  the  ballot  box 
or  not  ?— A.  What's  that  ? 

Q.  But  you  did  not  know  whether  you  weie  getting  your  vote  in  the  box  or 
not  ? — A.  I  gave  him  my  ballot. 

Q.  You  took  that  for  granted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  McLean  your  vote  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  can't  tell  you,  I 
don't  think  I  was  asked,  I  always  voted  that  way  and  don't  think  anybody  asked  me. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  at  the  previous  election  ? — A.  Mr.  Beck  was  our  candidate 
wasn't  he,  at  the  election  before. 

Q.  There  was  an  election  before  that? — A.  I  can't  remember,  sir. 

Q.  When  Beck  was  the  candidate  that  was  the  local  election  ?  I  am  speaking  of 
the  election  in  1896  the  great  big  election  the  one  where  you  got  such  a  bad  trouncing 
in  the  country?  Who  did  you  vote  for  at  that  time?  Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the 
question  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  who  it  was,  I  never  read  up  politics,  to  know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  vote? — A.  Certainly  I  did. 

Q.  That  is  all  I  am  asking,  who  did  you  vote  for  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  am  not 
answering  tell  me  the  men's  names  ? 

Q.  xMcLean  was  running,  of  course  you  voted  for  McLean? — A.  McLean  and 
Cameron  and  another  man,  certainly  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  There  were  three  names  on  the  ballot  that  time? — A.  I  don't  remember 
that  whether  it  was  three  or  four. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  where  you  put  your  cross  that  time,  or  do  you? — A. 
I  remember  McLean's  name.     I  can  read  McLean's  name. 

Q.  You  put  your  mark  opposite  McLean's  name,  you  would  say  that  of  course  ? 
— A.  Certainly. 

Q.  But  did  you  put  your  name  at  the  top, bottom  or  middle  of  the  ballot? — A. 
I  can't  say  where  it  was. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember  distinctly. 

Q.  Would  your  remember  this  time  whether  it  was  at  the  top  or  bottom? — A. 
Yes,  sir,  I  do.     It  was  where  his  name  was  at  the  bottom  of  the  ballot? 

Q.  How  long  since  you  have  seen  that  ballot  ? — A.  Not  since  I  voted. 

Q.  To  look  at? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  ever  did. 
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F  Q.  Was  there  one  shown  you  this  morning  ?— A.  There  was  oMe  shown  me  this 
morning,  certainly. 

Q.  This  morning  just  now  ? — A.'  Yes. 

Q,  You  had  not  seen  it  before  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  me  whether  you  saw  McLean  before  the  election  or  not? — 
A.  I  saw  him  before  but  I  don't  know  whether  ho  asked  mo  for  a  vote  or  not,  I  can't 
Bay. 

Q.  He  would  not  need  to  because  you  are  one  of  his  influential  supporters  in 
the  district?  Where  you  on  his  committee  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  you  at  the  meeting  where  they  marked  the  list  ? — A.  No  I  wasn't. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  have  been  a  Conservative  always? — A.  Yea. 

Q.  When  you  signed  this  declaration  they  asked  you  how  you  voted  ? — A.  That 
is  the  purpose  for  which  they  came  to  ask  me. 

Q.  You  told  them  you  had  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes.  I  told  him  I  had  and 
was  going  to  back  it  up. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  You  have  voted  at  a  number  of  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  voted  at  a  number  of  elections  before? — A.  Yes,  certainly  I  have. 

Q.  You  knew  it  was  necessary  in  the  first  place  to  mark  your  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  to  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Put  it  in  the  ballot  box,  no,  hand 
it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  I  knew  I  should  not  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  knew  it  was  to  go  into  the  box  ? — A.  Certainly.  I  understood  that  all 
right, 

Q.  Without  it  went  into  the  box  it  is  no  good  ? — A.  Certainly.  I  understood  it 
was  to  go  in  and  that  the  man  looking  after  the  box  was  capable  of  putting  it  there. 
Well  certainly  I  understood  it  was.  Certain  the  man  that  was  looking  after  the  box 
is  able  to  put  it  there. 

Q.  You  thought  that?  Did  you  wait  to  see  that  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  wait. 

Q.  You  talk  of  taking  this  behind  the  screen  and  marking  it  as  you  thought  7 — 
A.  I  certainly  marked  it  and  brought  it  to  him. 

Q.  And  did  you  watch  him  ?  What  did  he  do  with  it  when  you  gave  it  to  him  ? 
—A.  Idid  not  watch. 

Q.  You  dashed  away  ? — A.  I  went  away  as  quick  as  possible. 

Q.  Were  you  afraid  you  might  see  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  did  you  go  away  ? — A,  I  did  not  run  away, 

Q.  Without  waiting  for  a  second  to  see  what  became  of  it? — A,  I  did  not  watch 
what  became  of  it.  The  man  certainly  was  capable  of  putting  the  ballots  in  the  box 
and  I  never  expected  but  what  it  would  go  there. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt? — A.  I  had  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  certainly. 

Q.  He  might  have  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  I  do  not  know,  he  might  have  done 

80. 

Q.  You  don't  know  and  don't  care  ? — A.  I  didn't  watch  him  to  see. 

Q.  Or  take  any  pains  to  see? — A.  All  I  noticed  was  when  he  took  it  out  of  my 
band  he  just  grabbed  it. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  handed  it  to  him  ? — A.  Yee. 

Q.  What  do  vou  mean  by  grabbing  ? — A.  He  took  it  from  me. 

Q.  And  you  handed  it  to  him  and  he  took  it  from  you  and  did  you  immediately 
turn  your  back? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  turn  your  head  so  you  couldn't  see? — A.  Certainly  I  was  talking 
to  some  of  the  men  sitting  on  the  bench. 

Q.  The  moment  you  gave  it  into  his  hand  you  turned  your  head  so  you  could 
not  see  what  he  did  with  it.    I  see  your  statement  is  not  correct. 

Mr.  BoRDBN  objected  to  this  style  of  question. 
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Sir  Louis  Dayies. — I  have  a  right  to  read  what  he  said.  (Last  foar  qnestioDS 
and  answers  read  to  witness). 

Q.  Is  that  correct?  What  yon  stated,  the  moment  you  gave  him  the  ballot 
paper  you  turned  your  back? — ^A.  What  I  said  was  I  handed  him  the  ballot  and 
went  off. 

Q.  Did  you  say  just  now  or  did  you  not  say  that  when  you  handed  him  the 
paper  you  turned  your  head  and  walked  away  ? — A.  I  said  I  turned  and  walked 
away. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  your  eyes  on  the  ballot  paper  or  turn  your  eyes  away  ? — A.  I 
did  not  keep  my  eyes  on  the  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  turn  your  head  away  so  you  couldn't  see  ? — A.  1  was  not  thinking 
of  the  thing. 

Q.  Did  you  turn  so  you  could  not  see? — A.  It  was  not  because  I  could  not  see. 

Q.  So  that  you  could  not  see,  not  for  the  purpose  of  not  seeing  but  so  that  you 
could  not  see  7 — A.  I  could  not  see,  not  because  I  didn't  want  to  see. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  keep  your  eyes  on  the  ballot  paper  two  seconds  ? — A.  With 
regard  to  the  returning  officer  I  did  not. 

Q.  One  second? — A.  1  cannot  say  I  did. 

Q.  So  I  was  correct  in  saying  you  turned  immediately  you  gave  the  ballot 
paper  ? — A.  I  turned  immediately  certainly,  1  had  given  the  paper  and  walked  off. 

Q.  And  still  you  knew  that  ballot  paper  had  to  be  put  in  the  box  ? — A.  Cer- 
tainly 1  did.     I  understood  that. 

Q.  And  didn't  wait  to  see? — ^A.  Didn't  wait  to  see. 

Q.  Did  you  stop  chatting  with  the  men? — A.  With  one  or  two  I  suppose. 

Q.  And  you  went  away  ? — A.  1  did  not  go  out  of  the  room  for  a  minute  or  two, 

Q.  How  long  did  you  stop  in  the  room  ? — A.  Maybe  ton  or  fifteen  minutes. 

Q.  You  were  not  in  a  hurry  but  did  not  wait  to  see  what  became  of  the  paper? 
— A.  It  never  cost  me  a  thought. 

Q.  Ton  were  not  particular  about  it? — A.  I  put  it  into  the  hands  of  the  man 
that  was  supposed  to  be  looking  after  it  and  to  put  it  in  its  place. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  cared? — A.  That  is  all  I  was  supposed  to  care. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  if  the  other  men  were  watching  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  see. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  who  the  other  men  were? — ^A.  I  cannot  remember  who  were 
there.  There  was  a  scrutineer  that  was  £dward  Shaw,  I  bpoke  a  moment  or  two 
to  him. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  him  distinctly  ? — A.  I  can  remember  he  was  there.  I 
distinctly  remember  talking  to  him. 

Q.  You  remember  that  fact?  You  know  he  was  there? — A.  Yes,  I  know  he 
was  there. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  you  can  remember  is  that  so  ? — A.  Well,  there  was  olhor 
parties  outside  not  voters,  not  on  the  voters*  list. 

Q.  I  was  speaking  of  those  right  around  the  ballot  box? — A.  I  do  not  know 
them  at  all  that  was  round  the  ballot  box  ? 

Q.  Eh?— A.  Around  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what? — A.  We  was  talking  about  the  people  that  was  in 
the  poll  at  the  time,  wasn't  we  ?    That  is  what  we  was  talking  about. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  I  said  outside  the  voters,  don't  you  see,  and  you  said  around  the 
ballot  box.    Isn't  that  what  you  said  ? 

Q.  I  was  asking  you  if  you  were  able  at  all  to  give  all  the  parties  who  were 
with  Cummings  around  the  ballot  box? — A.  I  told  you  how  I  couldn't. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  any  one  of  them  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  recollect  who  was 
there. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  Cummings  receive  ballots  from  other  people  when  you  were 
there  for  the  fifteen  minutes  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  vole  ?  —A.  Yes,  others  voted  after  I  did.  I  was  there  about 
four  o'clock. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  watch  them  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  Cummings  take  the  ballot  from  them  or  hand  it  to  ihem  ?— 
A.  No,  I  was  not  watching. 
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Q.  Will  you  swear?— A.  Certainly. 

Q.  If  you  do  not  recollect,  say  so? — A.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Q.  Although  you  stood  in  the  hall  a  matter  of  fifteen  minutes  ? — A.  Tes,  I  was 
talking. 

Q.  When  you  went  up  to  vote  what  was  the  first  thing  said  to  yon?  Do  you 
remember  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  what  was  said  to  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that 
there  was  anything  said  when  I  went  to  vote.    The  ballot  was  handed  to  me. 

Q.  Without  anything  being  said  ?— A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  remember  the  ballot  was  put  in  without  anything  being  said  or 
asked  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  without  saying  a  word  you  went  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  from  the  time  you  went  to  the  poll  not  a  word  was  said? — A.  That  is 
correct. 

Q.  Not  a  question  asked  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  when  you  came  back  not  a  question  was  asked  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  not  a  word  was  said  to  you  from  the  time  you  went  up  to  the  time  you 
had  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  in  relation  to  your  vote? — A.  I  don't  know  that,  sir, 

Q.  Not  by  anybody? — A.  No,  sir,  there  was  not  by  aaybody. 

Q.  Was  your  name  taken  down  do  you  know,  do  you  remember  ? — A.  I  expect 
it  wan. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — A.  Of  course  they  all  know  my  name,  I  could  not  sa/ 
they  took  it  down. 

Q.  I  ask  do  you  remember  ? — A.  I  could  not  swear. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  by  anybody  before  the  election  ? — A.  Not  that  I  am 
aware  of. 

Q.  Not  that  you  are  aware  of;  do  you  know  what  canvassing  is  ? — A.  Asking  for 
a  Tote. 

Q.  Where  do  yoo  live,  on  whose  place ;  have  you  a  farm  ? — ^A.  I  live  on  my 
farm, 

Q.  Yon  have  a  farm  of  your  own  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  married  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  was  asking  you  whether  you  had  ever  been  canvassed  ? — A.  Well,  I  believe 
there  was  one,  there  was  a  party  asked  me  if  I  would  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  knew  that  when  I  asked  you  just  now  ? — A.  Well,  but  I . 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  tell  me  when  I  asked  you? — A.  You  asked  me  if  I  know* 
what  canvassing  was  and  I  was  telling  you  when  it  was  stopped. 

Q.  I  asked  you  if  you  were  canvassed  ? — A.  For  the  minute  I  could  not  think. 

Q.  I  must  have  misunderstood  you  then  and  the  report  will  show.  Then  you 
were  canvassed  ? — A.  Certainly.  Mr.  Chisholm  asked  me — it  was  on  Sunday — if  I 
would  vote  for  Holmes;  how  it  was  I  don't  know,  but  it  was  in  that  way,  ho  asked 
nio  to  vote  for  Holmes. 

Q.  Chisholm  went  to  you  where  ? — A.  I  don't  know  he  came  to  me. 

Q.  Can't  you  recollect  where  you  mot  Chisholm  when  you  where  canvassed? — 
A.  No,  I  can't,  it  was  on  the  road ;   it  wasn't  at  home  nor  at  his  place. 

Q.  It  wasn't  at  home  nor  at  his  place?— A.  No,  sir,  it  was  on  the  road  some- 
where, but  not  at  his  place. 

Q.  Can  you  say  where  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  ? — A.   Oh,  it  was  before  the  election. 

Q.  It  was  before  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  with  him  ? — A.  No  one,  we  wore  talking  together  on  the  road. 

Q.  It  was  on  the  road? — A.  Yes,  between  qui-  houses. 

Q.  And  you  were  alone  at  the  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  what  you  said  to  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  what  you  were  going  to  do? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  yon  gave  him  satistuction ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  I  told  him. 

Q,  What  do  you  mean  ? — A.  As  far  as  my  memory  goes  I  could  not  say. 
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Q.  Oh,  as  far  as  your  memory  goes;  is  that  your  answer? — A.  Yes,  but  the 
words  I  could  not  quote. 

Q.  Does  your  memory  enable  you  to  quote  them  ? — A.  I  does  not,  sir. 

Q.  Then  your  memory  does  not  enable  you  to  say  what  j'ou  said  ? — A.  No,  sir, 
I  cannot  say. 

Q,  Then  do  I  understand  your  evidence;  you  met  this  man  Chisholm  on  the 
roadside,  he  asked  you  and  you  don't  know  what  answer  you  gave? — A.  It  was 
accidentally  I  met  the  man. 

Q.  I  know  it  was  accidental  apparently  ;  were  you  talked  to  by  any  one  elso? — 
A.  Not  that  [  am  aware  of. 

Q.  You  don't  appear  to  be  one  of  the  stalwarts? — A.  No,  I  am  not. 

Q.  You  are  one  of  those  they  thought  might  be  canvagsed  ? — A.  Well 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  whether  any  one  spoke  to  you  ? — A.  Any  one 

Q.  About  voting? — ^A.  No,  m\ 

Q.  Not  that  you  are  aware  of? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  they  didn't  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  remember  whether  there 
was  anything  said  to  me  or  whether  there  was  not, 

Q.  And  you  cannot  remember  who  you  promised  to  vote  for  or  whether  you 
promised  to  vote  for  any*one  ? — A.  Well  there  was  no  promise  unless  there  was  any- 
body met  me. 

Q.  Your  memory  is  a  pretty  big  blank  about  it,  is  that  so,  your  don't  remem- 
ber ? — A.  Certainly  that  is  as  far  as  I  was  concerned. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  voted  in  that  township? — A.  I  guess  it  is  the 
sixth. 

Q.  You  have  been  voting  for  a  number  of  years? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  six  times  for  local  and  Dominion  elections? — A.  No,  I  have  been 
there  that  number  of  years. 

Q.  How  often  have  you  voted  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Mr.  Eussell  who  you  voted  foi  in  1896  ?— A.  I  don't  know  the 
names. 

Q.  The  big  election,  who  did  you  vole  for  then  ?— A.  It  was  McLean  I  voted 
for,  of  course  ;  the  dates  of  elections  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  I  can  understand;  this  was  the  Cameron-McLean  election? — A.  McLean. 

Q.  You  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  of  that? — A.  I  am  sure  I  voted  for  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  didn't  watch  what  the  returning  officer  did  with  the  batlols  on  this 
occasion  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  wasn't  watching. 

Q.  Well  I  suppose  you  will  watch  more  carefully  next  time?— A.  I  think  I  will 
much  more,  take  more  attention  to  it. 

Q.  What  I  understand,  Mr.  Gliddon,  is  that  you  brought  your  ballot  out,  gave 
it  to  the  returning  officer  and  passed  along  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  turn  your  head  for  the  purpose  of  not  seeing? — A.  No. 

Q.  Just  gave  the  ballot  and  passed  along  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  understood  it  was  his  business  to  put  it  in  the  ballot  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  understood  it  was  his  business  and  not  yours? — A.  That  is  it,  sir. 

Q.  His  business  and  not  yours  ? — A.  Not  mine. 

Witness  withdrew. 
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Thomas  Sturdy,  called  and  sworn: — 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  82  on  the  poll  book.  You  reside  in  Colborne? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Haron  on  the 
2l6t  of  Februry,  1899?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  }8  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A.  Donald 
Cammingd. 

Q   Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  Holmes  and  McLean. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  vote  for? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  What  mark  did  you  put  on  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  put  what  I  call  at  X. 

Q.  That  is  a  cross? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  it? — A.  McLean's. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  opposite  his  name  for  the 
purpose? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  ? — A.  A  disc,  round. 

Q.  What  colour?— A.  White. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  In  that  disc. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  one  of  these  ballots,  show  me  where  you  put  your  mark  ? — 
A.  Bight  there. 

Q.  In  that  disc  opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  After  you  had  marked  that  ballot  you  folded  it,  I  suppose? — A.  Yes,  Mr. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  then  ?— A.  I  took  it  at  once  and  gave  it  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you  and  which 
jon  had  marked  7 — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  to  see  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  observe  him  do? — A.  I  ob:3erved  him  put  one  in  the  ballot 
box. 

Q.  He  put  one  in  the  ballot  box? — A.  He  put  one  in  the  ballot  box, 

Q.  He  put  a  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  the  ballot  which  you  handed 
to  him  ? — A.  1  did  not  notice. 

Q.  You  did  not  notice  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  there  while  he  was  doing  this  or  pass  on  ? — A.  I  just  stood 
while  he  was  putting  it  in  the  box  like  that. 

Q.  You  just  stood  there  while  he  was  putting  it  in  the  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  far  as  you  observed  he  put  in  the  ballot  that  you  gave  him  ? — A. 
Well,  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  him  closely  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  suspicion  about  what  he  was  going  to  do  with  it? — A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  You  watched  him  closely,  you  saw  the  paper  all  the  time  Mr.  Sturdy  I 
suppose? — A.  No,  sir,  I  saw  the  paper  go  into  the  box  though. 

Q.  How  many  feet  were  you  from  him  ? — A.  I  was  about  three  or  four  feet 
or  80. 

Q.  About  the  width  of  the  table? — A.  Yes  somewhere  about  like  that. 

Q.  Just  within  reach,  you  handed  it  to  him  and  ho  took  the  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it? — A.  He  got  it  up  in  his  hands  like  this,  like,  and 
covered  it  with  his  hands. 

Q.  Did  he  put  it  on  the  tabic  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil? — A.  Well  I  did*nt  take  notice  to  him 
tearing  it  off. 

Q.  Did'nt  notice  him  tearing  part  of  it  off? — A.  No. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


122  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  pat  one  of  his  hands  into  his  pocket  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  put  it  on  the  table  for  some  purpose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  whether  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off  when  he  put  it  on  the  table  you  don't 
recollect  for  the  moment  ? — A.  No;  sir. 

Q.  And  he  put  your  ballot  into  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  you  saw  would  lead  you  to  believe,  it  wasn't  your  ballot,  or,  per- 
haps you  are  going  to  swear  it  ? — A.  I,  no. 

Q.  Did  he  put  your  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  Did  he  put  my  ballot? 

Q.  Did  he  put  the  paper  you  gave  him  in  the  box  ? — A.  Well,  I  won't  swear. 

Q.  But  why  won't  you,  you  saw  him  all  the  time  ? — A.  Because  I  can't  swear 
whether  it  was  the  same  I  gave  him  or  not. 

Q.  Why  ?— A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Why?  What  put  it  in  your  head  that  anything  else  could  take  place? — 
A.  Yes,  but  I  can't  tell  that  it  was  the  same  paper  I  gave  him. 

Q.  Let  me  see  now,  you  where  standing  within  three  feet  of  him,  is  that 
correct  ? — A.  Three  or  four  feet. 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Borden  you  watched  him  closely  all  the  time  you  saw  him  put 
his  hand  down  on  the  table,  but  can't  tell  whether  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  or  not  7 
You  know  there  is  a  counterfoil  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  it  is  to  be  torn  off  before  going  into  the  box  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  saw  him  putting  the  paper  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  you  turned  away  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  to  swear  that  you  have  doubts  whether  he  put  that  paper  in 
the  box  or  not  ? — A.  I  won't  swear  he  didn't  put  the  one  I  gave  him  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  won't  swear  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  he  did  put  in  the  box  the  paper  you  gave 
him ;  if  you  have,  state  your  reason  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  no  reason  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  reason  to  doubt  it  ?  That  he  put  in  the  box  the  paper  you  gave 
him.  It  was  all  done  within  a  few  seconds,  wasn't  it,  your  handing  him  the  ballot, 
and  he  putting  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Y'cs. 

Q.  Who  was  standing  by  besides  you,  was  the  poll  clerk  there  sitting  at  the 
table?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  yourself,  his  name  is  Tobin  isn't  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  there  looking  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  there  beside  you  looking  on  ? — A.  There  was  Lawson. 

Q.  Lawson  and ? — A.  And  McManus. 

Q.  Yes,  and  Shaw  ? — Yes,  sir. 

Q.  McEvoy? — A.  1  don't  know  about  McEvoy. 

Q.  You  don't  know  about  McEvoy? — A.  I  don't  know  him. 

Q.  McManus  and  Sbaw,  and  Lawson  were  all  there  looking  on  to  your  know- 
ledge at  the  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Saw  the  whole  transaction  take  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Other  people  were  in  the  room,  were  they  not? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Other  people  were  in  the  room,  other  electors? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  stalwarts,  a  well-known  Conservative  are  you,  or  are 
you  now,  I  don't  know? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  You  are  well  recognized,  well  known  as  a  strong  party  man  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  were  you  a  moderate  man  ? — A.  I  go  that  way  generally. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  before  the  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  ?  Did  you  tell  anybody  hpw  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  I 
don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anybody  ask  you,  did  they  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  you,  you  didn't  tell,  you  didn't  volunteer  the  statement  to 
anybody? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  asked  by  McLean  afterwards  to  certify  how  you  voted  ? — A,  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Who  asked  you  ? — a.  Marshall  Johnson. 
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Q.  Where?— A.  In  his  office. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly,  sometime  about 
three  or  four  weeks. 

Q.  I  don't  want  to  press  you  if  you  don't  remember  the  exact  time  ? — A.  Oh, 
aboat  three  or  four  weeks. 

Q,  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? — A.  He  told  me — 

Q.  I  mean,  he  saw  you  and  produced  a  paper  for  you  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes,  he 
prodaced  thi^  paper. 

Q.  He  produced  a  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  did  he  do  ?    Bead  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  said  at  this  time,  did  he  produce  a  Bible  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
swear  you  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that?  You  can't  recollect  whether  you  were  sworn 
or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Anybody  else  beside  yon  and  Johnston  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Who  asked  you  to  go  to  Johnston's  office? — A.  No  one,  I  had  busineis  there. 

Q.  Your  own  business  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  it  was  an  accidental  meeting  so  far  as  this  election  was  concerned,  you 
being  in  this  office  at  this  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  beforehand  that  these  declarations  were  being  asked  for? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  being  there  he  asked  you  to  make  this  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Yon  understood  this  declaration  was  that  you  wore  voting  for  McLean  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  read  it  over  to  you  ? — A.  He  read  it. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  there  is  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


Jerk  Dalton  (No.  3b  on  the  poll  book  ),  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  West  Hiding  of  the  County 
of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  2l8t  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  The  candidates  were? — A.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Robert  McLean. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  for  whom  did  you  vote? — A.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  mark  did  you  put  on  the  ballot  paper? — A.  An  "  x." 

Q.  Or  a  cross  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Any  space  there  for  the  purpose? — A.  There  was  a  round  black  mark  and 
then  inside  a  white  space,  and  I  put  it  inside  this  white  space. 

Q.  A  white  space  opposite  his  name  and  you  put  your  cross  inside  this  '^pace? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Show  me  on  this  ballot? — A,  In  that  round  white  space. 
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Q.  After  marking  the  ballot  I  suppose  you  folded  it? — A.  1  folded  it. 

Q.  And  what  then  ? — A.  I  gave  it  back  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him  and  which 
you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Well,  it  was  folded  up  and  he  un- 
folded it  and  tore  off  this  counterfoil  with  his  right  hand  and  pat  it  in  his  pocket 
and  held  the  other  with  his  other  hand,  and  I  cannot  swear  that  he  put  it  into  the 
box,  and  I  turned  and  went  away  then. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  anything  into  the  box  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  him  put  any- 
thing into  the  box. 

Q.  You  saw  him  tear  off  the  counterfoil  and  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket 
with  his  right  hand,  and  then  pass  along  and  did  not  observe  what  he  did  with  the 
ballot  ? — A.  I  did  not  observe,  no. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  He  had  it  in  his  hand  when  you  were  passing  away  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  Where  was  his  hand  ? — A.  In  that  position. 

Q.  In  the  act  of  putting  it  into  the  ballot  box? — A.  He  just  hold  it  there  and 
put  it  in  his  pocket  and  I  went  away. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  at  the  time? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  I  came  in  a  hurry, 

Q.  You  came  in  a  hurrv  and  voted  in  a  hurry  and  went  away? — A.  I  didn't 
delay,  I  did  not  speak  to  anybody. 

Q.  And  do  not  recollect  who  was  there  looking  on  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember 
anybody. 

Q.  So  yon  were  really  one  of  those  who  were  in  a  hurry  and  didn'c  stop  at 
all?— A.  I  didn't  stop  at  all. 

Q.  When  you  went  up  to  vote  did  they  ask  any  questions  ? — A.  Any  questions. 

Q.  They  took  your  name  I  suppose? — A.  They  asked  me  my  name  and  passed 
a  ballot. 

Q.  And  you  wont  behind  the  screen  and  marked  it  and  returned  it  to  Cummings 
and  didn't  wait  to  see  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  I  saw  him  tear  off  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  before  ihe  election  ? — A.  Nobody  knew  how  I  was 
going  to  vote. 

Q.  Nobody  knew  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  Nobody  knew  how  I  was 
going  to  vote. 

Q.  After  you  had  voted  you  left  before  anybody  asked  you  or  did  anybody  ? 
— A.  As  soon  as  I  voted  I  got  on  my  horse,  for  I  rode  to  the  polls,  and  went  home, 
as  I  intended  to  work. 

Q.  Did  you  give  a  certificate  of  how  you  voted  ? — A.  I  was  asked  in  Goderich. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  By — now  you  have  got  me. 

Q.  You  do  not  recollect,  jou  do  not  recollect  who  he  was? — ^A.  I  do  not 
remember  who  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  a  paper  for  the  parties  whoever  it  was  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  more  than  one  present  when  you  signed  it  ? — A.  No,  I  signed  it 
in  Hays'  office. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  who  the  person  was  ?  It  was  not  Hays,  because 
you  know  him  ? — A.  Yes  1  know  him. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes  certain. 

Q.  Sure  it  was  not  Hays  ? — A.  Yes,  somebody  else  outside  told  me  of  it  and  I 
went  in  to  HajV  of  my  own  option  and  signed  it. 

Q.  Was  it  McLean  outside  who  told  you  of  it  ? — A.  Some  one  else  told  me  that 
these  were  going  round.  Somebody  told  me,  I  do  not  remember  who,  about  the 
dispute  of  the  election. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  And  that  all  Tories  were  asked  to  make  declaration  to  that  effeot. 
That  is  that  we  voted  for  McLean.    Therefore,  I  went  in  of  my  option. 
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Q.  Being  a  Tory  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose,  being  a  Tory. 

By  Mr.  TUdnle : 

Q.  Bo  not  be  ashamed  of  it? — A.  I  am  not  ashamed  of  being  a  Tory. — So  he 
read  me  the  declaration  and  I  signed  it.  He  read  it  before  I  signed  it,  and  I  signed 
it,  and  went  home. 

Q.  Who  was  in  Hays'  office? — A.  I  do  not  remember  anybody  but  this  person. 

Q.  What  is  this  person's  name? — A.  Now  you  have  got  me. 

Q.  Did  I  misunderstand  yon  before.  I  underelood  you  to  say  he  was  not  in 
the  office.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  whoever  else  ^as  there  it  was  not  Mr. 
Hays'? — A.  I  understood  you  to  ask  me — 

Q,  Well,  now,  we  will  see  what  the  facts  are,  Mr,  Dalton.  You  were  asked  up 
in  Goderich  to  go  over  to  Mr.  Hays'  office  and  sign  a  paper,  because  the  Tories  were 
being  asked  to  sign  a  paper  who  they  wore  voting  for;  is  that  correct? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  the  person  who  asked  you  ? — A.  Ko. 

Q,  You  went  into  the  office? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  office? — A.  I  don't  know, 

Q.  It  was  Mr.  Hays*  partner? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  Now,  you  have  n>e. 

Q.  Did  that  man  read  the  paper? — A.  Mr.  Hays  read  it. 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  was  there? — A.  Yes, he  read  me  the  paper,  before  I  signed  it,  and 
I  signed  it  and  turned  and  went  homo. 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  was  there  and  the  man  you  understood  to  be  hispartner? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  There  were  two  there  when  you  signed  the  paper? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  understood  the  paper  to  be  what? — A.  He  read  it  first. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  oath,  did  he  ask  you  to  swear? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  it 
would  be. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  hold  up  your  hands  or  anything  like  that? — A.  After  he 
read  it,  he  asked  me  to  bign  it,  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  Was  anything  else  said  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  of  anything  else  ? 

Q.  You  don't  remember  of  anything  else,  you  merely  signed  the  paper ;  that 
was  two  or  three  weeks  after  the  election? — A.  Well,  I  don't  remember  how  long 
after. 

Q,  You  know  Mr,  Cummings  yourself,  well? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  a  near  neighbour? — A.  About  two  miles. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  known  him? — A.  Twenty  years. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  suspect  his  conduct? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation  and  character  ? — A.  Well,  I  never  heard  anybody 
say  anything  wrong  of  Cummin ojs,  in  my  life,  since  I  have  known  him. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anybody  say  anything  wrong  of  Cummings,  in  your  life, 
since  you  have  known  him? — A.  No. 

By  Mr,  Monet : 

Q.  Do  I  underotand  you  were  under  oath  when  you  signed  that  paper  ? — A.  I 
don't  know  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you — because  when  you  answered  you  illustrated  with  the 
other  hand — which  hand  was  it  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  with  ? — A.  His  right 
hand,  and  held  the  ballot  with  his  left. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  his  right  hand  ? — A.  Put  it  in  his  pocket.  (The  wit- 
ness illustrated  by  putting  his  left  hand  in  the  left  hand  pocket.) 

Q.  You  are  using  your  left  hand  ? — A.  Oh!  excuse  me. 

Q.  You  are  saying  what  he  did ;  then  you  don't  mean  anything  by  that  ? — A,^ 
No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  . 

Q.  As  I  understand,  Mr.  Dalton,  you  were  asked  by  some  one  whose  name  you 
don't  remember  to  go  to  Mr.  Hays'  office  ? — A.  Yes,  sin 

Q.  Tou  went  to  Mr.  Hay's  offioe  and  he  read  this  declaration  to  you  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  the  purport  of  it  was  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  at  the  last  election  ? 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  told  me  that  was  ail  read,  that  he  read  it  over  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  do  you  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Cummings  is  a  strong  party  man  ? — 
A.  Well,  as  for  myself,  I  don't  go  to  many  meetings,  and  take  my  own  views  of  it 
fi-om  the  papers. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  enough  about  politics  to  say  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  at  10.30,  a.m. 
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Committee  Room, 

House  of  Commons, 

Ottawa,  Wednesday,  26th  July,  1899. 

The  Committee  met,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  Cbair. 

Inquiry  re  last  Dominion  election  in  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron 
resumed. 


Michael  Tobin,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Michael  Tobin. 

By  Mr.  Rus^ll : 

Q.  Mr.  Tobip,  what  part  did  you  take  in  the  West  Huron  election  ? — A.  I  was 
poll  clerk. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  At  Division  No.  4. 

Q^  In  No.  4  of  what  place?— A.  Colborne. 

Q.  No.  4  of  Colborne.  Wore  you  present  at  the  opening  of  the  poll  ? — A. 
Y68,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  present  beside  yourself? — A.  There  was  John  Lawson,  Donald 
Oammings. 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  have  told  us  who  else  was  present  as  near  as  you  can 
remember  them  all.    Were  you  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  I  signed  the  poll  book. 

Q.  Give  the  naiiies  again  of  those  who  were  present? — A.  Mr.  Lawson,  Mr. 
Shaw,  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q  Mr.  McManus? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  Mr.  McManus  was  there. 

Q.  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Lawson  and  Mr,  Cummings  ? — A.  Mr.  Shaw,  Mr.  Lawson 
and  Mr,  Cummings. 

Q.  And  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  cannot  be  sure  whether  anybody  else  was  there  or  not? — A.  No,  sir, 
I  caunot. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  proceeding  taken  a^  the  opening  of  the  poll,  do  you 
remember? — A.  Well,  we  looked  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Who  opened  the  ballot  box? — A.  Mr,  Cummings. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings  opened  the  ballot  box? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  looked  into  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  What  did  you  discover  by  looking  into  the  ballot  box? — A.  Nothing,  it  was 
empty. 

Q.  And  what  happened  then  ? — A.  They  closed  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  he  lock  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  key? — A.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  ballot  box  remain  locked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  remain  there  all  morning  or  did  you  go  out? — A.  I  went  out  about 
one  o'clock. 

Q.  How  long  altogether  were  you  outside  the  room  ? — A.  I  should  think  a  little 
over  an  hour. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  go? — A.  It  was  after  one. 

Q.  After  one  when  you  went  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  there  until  one  o'clock,  and  then  again  after  dinner  you  stayed 
nntil  the  closfe  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  dinner  at  one  o'clock,  who  did  you  leave? — A.  John 
Lawson. 
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Q.  John  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  a  poll  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  leave  in  charge  of  the  poll  book  ? — A.  John  Lawson. 

Q.  You  left  John  Lawson  in  charge  of  the  poll  book  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  came  back  you  found  whom  in  charge  ? — A.  John  Lawson. 

Q.  And  you  resumed  control  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  With  the  exception  of  the  time  when  you  went  out  to  dinner  you  were  in 
charge  from  the  morning  till  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  time  did  McManus  come  in  as  far  as  you  remember  ? — A.  I  should 
think  it  would  be  about  five  minutes  after  we  started. 

Q.  Well  was  it  before  or  after  you  had  closed  up  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Just  after. 

Q.  And  I  sappose  all  those  of  you  that  were  there  had  been  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  McEvoy — ^you  didn't  mention  anything  about  him,  was  he  there? 
— A.  Not  at  the  start. 

Q  When  did  he  come  as  well  as  you  remember  ?  You  need  not  bother 
about  it  if  you  don't  distinctly  remember  ? — A.  I  don*t  remember  the  exact  time,  it 
was  some  time  in  the  forenoon. 

Q.  After  he  came  did  he  remain  to  the  end  ? — A.  Till  some  time  in  the  after- 
noon. 

Q.  And  then  went  away  ?  Was  he  there  when  you  went  for  dinner  ? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  McManus  was  there  ? — A.  McManus  was. 

Q.  Did  Shaw  go  to  dinner  ? — A.  Yes,  I  went  with  him. 

Q.  You  did  not  go  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  together  ? — A.  Yes,  si  r. 

Q.  And  McManus  remained  ? — A.  Yos»  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Dancy  what  time  did  he  como  ? — A.  Some  time  in  the  forenoon. 

Q.  Some  time  in  the  forenoon  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  ho  remain  ? — A.  Till  it  was  over. 

Q.  Till  it  was  over  ?    Some  time  in  the  forenoon  he  came  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  you  went  to  dinner  you  think  ? — A.  Yes,  eir. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  to  Dancy  at  any  time  after  he  came  by  McManus  ? — A. 
I  did  not  hear  it. 

Q.  At  any  time  ? — A.  Not  till  the  evening. 

Q.  Well  what  was  said  to  him,  what  was  said  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  remember 
McManus  I  think  asked  him  what  business  he  had  there. 

Q.  Yes,  and  what  did  he  say  ? — A.  I  cannot  exactly  tell  you  the  words.  He 
said  something  "you  can  find  out"  or  something  like  that.  He  did  not  give  him 
any  satisfaction. 

Q.  He  did  not  give  him  any  satisfaction.  Was  anything  said  at  any  time  about 
papers,  about  Dancy's  paper,  by  anybody? — A.  No,  sir,  1  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  anything  was  said  about  his  papers? — A.  I  did  not  hear 
anything. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  anything  about  Mr.  Dancy's  papers.  Did  you  see  any 
papers  for  Dancy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  see  this? — A.  He  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  When  did  ho  give  it  to  you? — A.  I  think  it  was  just  after  I  came  from 
dinner. 

Q.  Just  after  you  came  from  dinner  you  think  he  gave  you  his  papers? — A, 
About  that  time  anyway. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  this  paper  ?— A.  I  looked  at  it  and  put  it  in  the  poll 
book. 

Q.  Did  you  make  up  the  papers  or  assist  in  making  up  the  papers  for  the 
returning  officer,  that  is  the  ones  to  be  sent  up  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  send  Dancy's  papers  along  with  the  rest  ? — A.  I  did 
not ;  I  didn't  think  anything  of  them  ;  I  left  the  paper  in  the  poll  book. 

Q.  You  left  Dancy's  papers  in  the  poll  book  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  me  you  put  it  there  or  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Toa  left  it  there  aa  soon  as  yoQ  received  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  left  it  there  as  soon  as  you  received  it;  and  that  you  told  me  was  shortly 
after  dinner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  now  I  suppose  y:)u  saw  the  voters  who  came  in  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Jast  describe  what  prcoaedings  took  place  when  each  voter  came  in  to  vote ; 
who  was  the  presiding  officer ;  yoa  told  us  Cummings  was  the  presiding  officer ; 
what  would  happen  first  when  h  voter  came  in  ? — A.  They  would  get  a  ballot. 

Q.  From  whom  ? — A.  Cummings. 

Q.  What  would  he  do  ? — A.  Cummings? 

Q.  What  would  the  voter  do  first? — A.  He  would  ^o  in  and  mark  the  ballot. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  of  course  because  he  was  behind  the  screen ;  he  came 
back  any  way  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  do  then  ? — A.  Gave  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  And  what  did  Cummings  do  ? — A.  He  would  generally  tear  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  Describe  what  he  would  do? — A.  Every  time  I  saw  him  he  generally  put  it 
down  like  that,  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  put  it  in  his  pocket,  folded  the  ballot  and 
put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  obsei-ve  this  every  time  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  observed  it  every 
time. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  observe  it  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  the  number  of 
times,  but  I  think  I  observed  it  the  most. 

Q.  You  think  you  observed  it  the  most  of  the  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  your  duty  at  the  poll  ? — A.  I  had  to  take  down  all  the  names  of 
the  voters. 

Q.  You  had  to  take  down  all  the  names  of  the  voters ;  as  they  voted  you  did 
that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  know,  when  a  voter  came  in,  would  you  have  finished  writing  his 
name  before  he  returned  with  his  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  would  have  finished  writing  his  name  before  he  returned  with  his 
ballot  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  after  finishing  the  writing  of  his  name  would  there  be  anything  to  dis- 
tract your  attention  from  the  rest  of  the  proceedings  ? — A.  Sometimes  some  of  the 
people  talking. 

Q.  Some  times  some  of  the  people  would  be  talking. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  would  that  distract  your  attention  ? — A.  No,  I  was  generally  looking 
on. 

Q.  Well  you  have  described  what  took  place  in  each  case  regarding  the  ballots 
and  the  voters  as  they  came  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  objection  made  at  any  time,  irrespective  of  the  one  to 
Dancy,  by  anyone  to  the  proceedings  at  the  poll  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  close  of  the  poll  the  ballot  box  was  still — ^I  think  you  told  us  it 
remained  locked  until  the  hour  for  polling  was  up  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  o'clock  did  that  close  ? — A.  Five  o'clock, 

Q.  It  rcmrined  closed  till  5  o'clock;  what  were  the  proceedings  at  the  close?— 
A.  Well,  Mr.  Cummings  took  the  key,  unlocked  the  box,  and  we  carried  it  in  behind 
the  curtain,  opened  the  box  and  counted  the  ballots. 

Q.  Set  it  on  a  table  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  took  the  ballots  out  ? — A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings  took  them  out  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  he  take  them  out  ? — A.  One  by  one. 

Q.  One  by  one  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Who  read  the  names? — A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings  read  the  names  as  they  came  out? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  tally? — A.  Lawson  and  James  McMannus,  Dancy,  and  I 
think  Mr.  Shaw. 

Q.  There  was  a  tally  on  both  sides?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 
Q.  Who  was  that,  Lawson,  McManus,  Dancy  and  Shaw  ? — A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Rumll : 

Q,  You  did  Dot  keep  an  official  tally  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  pari  did  you  take? — A..  Handled  the  ballots,  as  they  came  out. 
Q.  Did  any  one  but  you  and  the  returning  officer  handle  the  ballots  as  they 
oame  out,  before  they  were  counted  and  the  result  taken  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  Set  McLean's  ballots  there  and  Holmes  there. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron  : 
Q.  Where  was  Dancy  sitting  at  the  time  ? — A.  At  the  side  of  the  table. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  them  ? — A.  From  Cummings. 

Q.  And  you  put  them  in  groups  according  to  the  names? — A.  Tes,  put  them 
in  piles. 

Q,  Were  you  going  to  tell  me  anything  more  about  putting  them  in  piles? — A. 
Simply  laid  them  there  with  a  weight  on  each. 

By  Mr.  Tisdale : 
Q.  Two  separate  piles? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  One  of  Holmes  and  one  of  McLean's  ? — A.  Yes. 
.      Q.  And  each  party  kept  tallies  ? — A.  Yefl» 

Q.  And  after  did  each  side  compare  their  tallies  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  agreed  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  no  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  No,  not  one. 

Q.  Where  there  any  rejected  ballots  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  While  you  were  out  I  think  jou  said  Lawson  kept  the  poll  book  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  know  Lawson's  handwriting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  at  least  I  know  it  from 
my  own. 

Q.  You  might  toll  us  from  what  number  to  what  number  Lawson's  hand- 
writing runs  ? — A.  There  was  18  voters. 

Q.  Eighteen  voted  while  Lawson  was  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  Give  the  numbers  ? — A.  There  was  from  56  to  73. 

Q.  Inclusive  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Both  inclusive  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron  : 

Q.  Is  that  the  poll  book  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Are  the  papers  of  Dancy  in  that  book. 
Mr.  EussELL. — They  wore. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  You  might  tell  us  a  little  more  definitely  about  this  objection  to  Dancy  that 
was  made  by  McManus  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  went  first  behind  the  screen,  did  you  have  to  go  through  a  door  ?— 
A.  No,  it  was  behind  the  screen. 

Q.  Who  went  first  ? — A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Who  went  next  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you,  there  was  the  rest  of  us,  but  T 
think  Dancy  and  McManus  were  behind. 
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By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 
Q.  The  order  you  cannot  say  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  how  far  Dancy  was  behind  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  No, 
wr. 

Q.  Dancy  and  McManuB  were  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  McManus  was  just 
behind  Dancy,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  McManus  close  to  him  when  speaking  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  close. 

Q.  And  McManus  made  some  remark — I  don't  know  whether  you  profess  to 
give  it  exactly — about  Dancy  not  having  any  right  to  be  there  ? — A.  I  think,  as 
near  as  I  remember,  he  would  like  to  know  what  business  he  had  there. 

Q.  And  he  made  some  i-emark  ? — ^A.  And  I  think  Dancy  said  it  was  for  him 
to  know  and  to  find  out. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  further  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  more  than  that  conversation  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  heard. 

Q.  What  tone  of  voice  was  it  ? — ^A.  Not  very  loud. 

Q.  Did  they  have  more  trouble  making  people  hear  than  you  and  I  have  ?— 
A.  1  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  further  said  in  regard  to  that  episode  than  McManus, 
remark  and  Dancey's  reply  ? — ^A.  No  that  I  heard. 

Q.  The  objection  was  not  renewed  inside  the  screen  : — A.  I  didn't  hear  it 

Q.  Of  course  the  day  of  the  polling  you  sat  beside  Mr.  Cnmmings  during  the 
whole  day  except  when  you  went  to  dinner  ? — ^A.  He  was  at  the  end  of  the  table  and 
I  was  at  the  side. 

Q.  At  the  right  or  left?— A.  At  the  left. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  away  ? — A.  Well  it  was  a  very  small  table. 

By  Sir  Louis  Daviet : 

Q.  When  he  handed  a  man  his  ballot  the  man  would  be  facing  Cummings  and 
yoa  were  at  one  side  ? — A.  It  just  depends.  Some  times  they  would  come  out  and 
hand  it  to  him  and  some  times  the  voters  in  coming  out  would  walk  ri^ht  around 
and  hand  him  the  vote  and  go  out.  Some  times  he  would  walk  round  and  give  him 
his  vole. 

Q.  When  he  would  walk  round  and  give  him  his  vote,  would  that  be  the  time 
when  he  would  be  facing  him  ? — A.  He  would  be  facing  him  then. 

Q.  And  when  he  passed  on  he  would  not  be  facing  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  you  in  a  position  to  see  each  voter  as  ne  handed  Mr.  Cummings  his 
ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  in  a  position  to  see  him. 

Q.  You  could  see  Cummings  and  see  what  he  did  with  the  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  were  watching? — ^A.  If  I  was  watching. 

Q.  In  most  cases  I  understood  you  to  say,  that  you  were  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  in  a  position  to  see  whether  Cummings  put  the  ballot  in  the  box 
or  did  something  else  with  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  Parmer. 

Q.  Have  yon  ever  acted  as  poll  clerk  at  an  election  before  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  old  a  man  are  you  ? — A.  Twenty-seven. 

Q.  And  this  was  yoar  first  experience  as  poll  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  live  in  the  neighbourhood,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  Mr.  Cnmmings  took  the  ballot  box  from  where  it  had  stood  all  day 
into  the  room  was  it  in  sight  all  the  time?  Was  it  in  sight,  as  he  took  it  from  the 
place  where  it  had  been  standing  and  carried  it  into  the  room  behind  the  screen  ? — 
A.  I  can't  say  that. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  it? — A,  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Was  he  away  from  the  others  in  any  way  ? — A.  He  walked  in  ahead  of  thom. 
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Q.  And  in  sight  of  everybody  there  ? — A.  Yes,  gir. 

Q.  When  it  was  opened  he  took  the  ballots  oat  one  by  one  from  the  ballot  box? 
—A.  Well  he  might  have  taken  two  some  times  when  he  pat  in  his  hand. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  then  ?— A.  He  opened  the  ballots,  called  the  name  of  the 
man  they  were  for,  and  handed  them  to  me. 

Q.  They  were  then  tallied  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  same  ballot  that  he  called  the  name  from  was  handed  to  yoa  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yoa  placed  it  in  plain  sight  on  the  table  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  two  piles,  one  for  Holmes  and  one  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  these  ballots,  from  the  time  they  came  from  the  box,  was  in  plain 
sight  of  everybody  in  the  room  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  anybody  in  sight,  I  sappose,  saw  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  Cammings  show  the  ballots,  did  he  show  them  to  all? — ^A.  He  just 
handed  the  ballots  oat  and  called  the  name,  and  then  it  was  handed  to  me. 

Q.  And  yoa  pat  them  in  two  piles  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  which  side  did  yoa  pat  them  ? — A.  The  Holmes  ballots  I  think  were  on 
the  left  side,  and  the  McLean  ballotJs  on  the  right,  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Were  Lawson  and  McManus  looking  on  while  this  was  being  done  ? — A.  And 
Shaw. 

Q.  I  don't  sappose  yoa  will  remember  which  one  kept  tally,  and  which  one 
looked  at  them  to  see  that  they  were  all  right  ?  I  was  asking  yoa  whether  yoa 
were  able  to  tell  as  which  of  those  two  looked  on,  and  which  kept  the  tally? — ^A.  I 
can't  say.    I  think  they  all  kept  tally. 

Q.  As  far  as  yoo  observed,  was  there  a  person  on  both  sides  looking  at  the 
ballot  as  the  presiding  officer  prodaced  them  to  see  that  no  injustice  was  done?— 
A.  I  can't  say  that. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Dancy  prodaced  his  paper  aboat  what  hoar  ? — A.  It  was  somewhere 
between  two  and  three. 

Q.  Between  two  and  three  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  What  time  did  he  arrive? — A.  I  can't  say  the  time  exactly, 

Q.  How  long  before  he  prodaced  the  papers  ? — A.  It  was  in  the  forenoon. 

Q.  And  he  prodaced  his  papers  between  two  and  three  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  his  producing  papers  ? — A.  He  gave  the  papers  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  the  cause  of  his  giving  it  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ? — A.  He  gave  me  the  paper,  and  told  me  to  pat  it  in  the 
poll  book. 

Q.  He  handed  you  the  paper  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  told  you  to  put  it  in  the  poll  book? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  snow  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  ? — A.  I  did  not  think  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  Did  you  have  him  sworn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  do  that  ? — A.  It  was  the  first  time  I  had  anything  to  do 
with  anything  like  that,  and  didn't  exactly  know. 

Q.  You  didn't  exactly  know  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  the  scrutineers  had  been  sworn? — A.  Well,  they  all 
signed  this  poll  book. 

Q.  Did  you  or  didn't  you  know  whether  the  scrutineers  had  been  sworn  ? — ^A.  I 
wasn't  sure  whether  they  were  sworn  or  what  it  was. 

Q.  They  had  signed  something  in  the  poll  book? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  deputy  returning  officer  produce  a  Bible  to  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  didn't  swear  them? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  entered  their  oath  in  the  poll  book  without  anything  farther? — A.  No, 
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Q.  Were  yon  sworn  yourself  7 — A.  I  only  signed  my  name  in  the  book. 

Q.  Yoo  were  not  asked  to  take  any  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Here  is  a  certificate  signed  by  Oammings  that  on  the  21st  February,  1899, 
you  M,  Tobin,  poll  clerk  for  the  polling  district  No.  4,  of  the  electoral  district  of 
West  Huron,  Colborne,  province  of  Ontario,  took  and  subscribed  before  me  the  oath 
or  affirmation  of  office  req^uired  to  be  taken  by  the  poll  olerk  in  such  case  required 
by  Section  23  of  the  Election  Act,  was  any  such  thing  ever  done  ? — A.  I  never  took 
any  oath  on  the  Bible. 

Q.  Was  any  such  thing  ever  done  ? — A.  I  just  signed  that  book,  nothing  more. 

Q,  Are  you  positive  al^ut  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  up  your  hand  and  cay  you  swore  to  it  or  anything  of  that 
kind  ? — ^No,  sir, 

Q.  Nothing  at  all  f— A.  No,  sir, 

Q^  Just  signed  your  name  in  the  book? — A.  That  is  ail. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  case  with  regard  to  all  the  scrutineers  except  Dancy  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir,  I  think  so. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  this  poll  book  and  tell  me  whether  or  not  you  see  the  form 
of  oath  signed  by  James  Chisholm  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  form  of  oath  signed  by  John  Lawson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  form  of  oath  signed  by  E.  Shaw  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  form  of  oath  signed  by  James  McManus  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  form  of  oath  signed  by  John  McBvoy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  jou  see  the  certificate  at  the  end  ot  each  one  of  these  that  each  of 
these  men  were  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  And  you  say  you  did  not  see  them  sworn  ? — A.  Or  affirm. 

Q.  Did  you  say  yoa  didn't  see  other  one  of  them  sworn  or  affirm.  Did  you  say 
they  had  nothing  more  than  you  had  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  all  the  time  ? — A.  Yes,  t»ir.    All  but  the  noon  hour. 

Q.  Do  you  see  in  this  book  any  oath  at  all  signed  even  by  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  No 
Bir. 

Q.  No  such  oath  was  entered  in  the  book  or  signed  by  him? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose  did  yon  understand  he  was  delivering  that  paper  to  you  ? 
--A.  I  thought  it  was  his  authoritv  to  be  there. 

Q.  You  thought  it  was  his  authority  to  be  there  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  as  the  other  three  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  any  reason  why  the  others  should  subscribe  an  oath  in 
the  book  and  he  should  not  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I  thought  that  it  should  be  there  just  the 
same? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Vou  thought  that  paper  just  the  same  as  if  he  bwore? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Swore  on  the  book  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  was  the  meaning  of  the  other  men  signing  names 
in  the  book  ? — A.  I  did  not  understand  it  at  all. 

Q.  To  whom  did  the  other  scrutineers  deliver  their  papers  ? — A.  To  the  return- 
ing officer. 

Q.  Why  didn't  Dancy.    Do  you  understand  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  knew  when  Dancy  went  in  at  the  close  of  the  poll  to  act  as  scrutineer 
that  he  had  not  even  signed  the  oath  in  the  book,  didn't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  McManus  when  he  made  the  protest  that  Dancy  had  produced 
papers  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  it,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  understand  that  the  objections  of  McManus  was  because  Dancy 
had  not  produced  papers  ? — A.  I  never  heard  anything  mentioned  about  papers. 

Q.  Why  did  McManus  object  to  him  ? — A.  He  wished  to  know  what  authority 
he  had  there. 

Q.  Din't  they  call  for  the  papers  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Did  Dancy  tell  him  he  had  delivered  the  paper  to  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  know; 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Dancy  said  ? — A.  I  do  not,  except  that  for  him  to  find 
out  for  something  like  that. 

Q.  That  was  the  satisfaction  which  McManus  got? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Dancy  is  a  lawyer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  at  present  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  In  Goderich. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  at  home  at  present? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  that  he  did  not  come  down  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  statement  about  this  matter  before  yon  came  down  T— A. 
About  which  ? 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  statement  about  what  took  place  on  polling  day  before 
you  came  down  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Did  any  one  come  to  see  you  on  the  subject? — A    Yes,  there  was. 

Q.  Who  was  it  ? — A.  A  man  bv  the  name  of  Mr.  Grant. 

Q.  Mr.  Grant,  where  does  he  live  ? — A.  In  Toronto,  I  think. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  name? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't.    When  did  he  go  ?— A.  On  Saturday. 

Q.  He  came  to  see  you? — A.  Yes.    He  said  we  were  wanted 

Q.  Said  who  was  wanted  ? — A.  I  was  and  Mr.  Lawson. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Chisholm? — A.  No,  sir;  he  never  said  anything  about  Mr. 
Chisholm. 

Q.  Did  Chisholm  come? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Mr.  Grant  came  to  see  you  on  Saturday,  you  told  us? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  occupation  is? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know.    Does  he  look  like  a  lawyer? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Was  any  one  with  him  or  did  he  come  alone  '—A.  John  McBvoy. 

Q.  John  McEvoy  was  there  with  bim? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  man  that  has  been  described  as  a  sort  of  lawyer.  McEvoy 
brought  him  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  McEvoy  had  come  down  with  you,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  McEvoy,  Lawson  and  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  did  Mr.  Grant ;  what  did  he  have  to  say  about  it? — A.  He  asked 
me  did  I  know  anything  wrong  about  it  or  anything  like  that. 

Q.  Did  he  take  down  any  statement  of  what  you  said? — ^A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  interrogated  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  told  you  to  come  down  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  this  Mr.  Grant  before  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  live  about  how  far  from  Goderich  ? — A.  Very  near  four  miles. 

Q.  You  came  into  Goderich  on  Monday  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  whom  did  you  meet  there  ? — A.  Mr.  McEvoy. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  I  should  think  it  would  be  on  towards 
two  o'clok. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  give  any  further  statements  to  McEvoy  after  you  got  to 
Goderich  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  the  train  and  came  down  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  McBvoy  lives  in  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  Goderich  that  day;  when  did  you  leave  Goderich  for  Ottawa? 
— A.  On  Monday,  at  half-past  two.  ^  , 

Q.  And  got  here  Tuesday  morning  ? — A.  Tuesday  morning,  yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Bergeron : 
Q.  Yesterday  morning  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  When  McManus  made  this  objection  to  Dancy  going  in  with  the  other  scru- 
tineers at  the  time  the  ballots  were  counted  did  Gummings  say  anything  ? — A.  I 
did  not  hear  bim  say  anything. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  C'ummings  aware  at  that  time  that  this  paper  signed  by  Mr.  Holmes 
appointing  Dancy  his  agent  had  been  handed  to  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  ever 
showed  it  to  Mr.  Cummings  at  all. 
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Q.  Were  joa  surprised  that  Mr.  Cammings  allowed  him  to  go  in  not  knowing 
that  he  had  any  paper  from  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  I  did  not  notice  whether  Mr.  Cam- 
mings heard  him  say  so  or  not. 

Q.  That  is  not  what  I  asked  you.  Were  yon  surprised  that  Cammings  not 
knowing  that  Danoy  had  any  paper  appointing  him  as  scrutineer  should  have 
allowed  Dancy  to  go  in  and  act  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  I  did  not  think  there  was  any- 
thing wrong  about  it. 

Q.  You  thought  any  one  had  a  right  to  go  in  ? — A.  I  thought  four  had  a  right 
to  go  in. 

Q.  You  knew  Chisholm  had  been  acting  for  Holmes,  didn't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  McBvoy  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  three,  and  you  thought  that  anyone  else  could  go  in  ? — A.  I 
thought  two  could  go  in  from  each  side. 

Q.  Whether  they  had  authority  or  not, — A.  Yes,  sir,  if  there  was  not  enough 
scrutineers. 

Q.  If  there  were  not  enough  scrutineers.  There  were  enough  scrutineers  in 
this  case  ? — ^A.  Only  two  on  this  side  ? 

Q.  There  were  four  altogether  acting  for  Holmes  that  day  ?  Weren't  there  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Fii'St  Chisholm  and  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  McEvoy  arrived  to  relieve  them  and  then  lastly  Mr.  Dancy. 

Q.  Now  you  say  that  when  the  ballots  were  counted  McManus  and  Shaw  were 
both  keeping  tally — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  at  least  they  marked  down  the 
number  anyway. 

Q.  Who  was  standing  next  the  deputy  returning  officer? — ^A.  I  was. 

Q.  On  one  side  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  left?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  next  him  on  the  right? — A.  Dancy  was. 

Q.  He  was  the  next  man  on  the  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  next  man  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  was  standing  up  when  he  took  the  ballots  out  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  box  was  on  the  table  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  you  standing  up  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  standing  np  on  his  left  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  Dancv  you  say  was  sitting  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Sitting  on  his  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  close  to  him  ? — A.  As  close  about  to  me. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  (Guyiboro)  : 
Q.  About  four  feet?— A.  Yes. 
By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  Did  Dancy  look  at  the  ballots  as  the  deputy  returning  officer  took  them 
out  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Did  McManus  ? — A.  Not  unless  he  looked  from  where  he  was. 

Q.  Well  he  was  further  away  than  Dancy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  one  between  Dancy  and  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  MoManus  and  Shaw  must  have  been  further  away  than  Dancy,  both  of 
them? — A.  They  were  around  the  table. 

Q.  Were  they  or  were  they  not  as  near  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  as 
Dancy  ? — A.  They  were  hardly  as  near. 

Q.  Was  there  any  vacant  space,  any  space  where  anybody  could  have  come 
between  Dancy  and  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  There  was  room  for  a  man. 
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Q.  Boom  for  a  man  to  stand  between  Dancj  and  the  deputy  retnrning  officer  ? 
— ^A,«  1  es. 

Q.  Was  there  any  chair  there  f — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  had  yon  any  saupicion  with  respect  to  the  manipalation  of  ballots  that 
day? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  none  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  watching  for  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  of  the  98  ballots  you  saw  go  in  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea  ? — A.  No,  nir,  only  I  saw  the  most  of  them. 

Q.  You  saw  the  most  of  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  the  deputy  returning  officer  count  the  ballots  in  the  morning  before  the 
voters  be^an  to  vole  ?— A.  I  didn't  see  him  unless  he  did  it  before  I  come. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  ballots  he  had  before  the  voters  began  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  they  produced  from  ? — A.  From  the  l^llot  box. 

Q.  They  were  in  a  pad  like  that  (handing  witness  exhibit  No.  6)  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  one  pad  or  more  than  one  ?  A.  One. 

Q.  Just  one  pad  ? — ^A.  Y<5S,  sir, 

Q.  And  the  ballots  were  taken  off  that  pad  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  no  other  pad  of  ballots  there  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  don't  remerAbcr  their  being  counted  ? — A.  No  sir,  not  before  the  poll. 

Q.  Not  before  the  poll  was  opened  ;  do  you  know  whose  writing  that  is  on  the 
back  is  lead  pencil  "  125"  ? — A.  1  don't  know,  that  was  on  them. 

Q.  That  was  on  them  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  started  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  pad  of  ballots  used  that  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  are  quite  positive  about  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  be  veiy  clear  on  the  point  that  there  was  only  one  pad 
of  ballots  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  pad  of  125?— Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  pad  of  ballots  was  taken  out  of  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  it  put  ? — A.  On  the  table. 

Q.  You  sat  beside  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not  there  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Bat  as  poll  clerk  you  nat  beside  him  at  the  table  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  deliver  the  ballots  ? — A.  I  saw  most  of  them. 

Q.  Where  did  ho  take  them  from  ? — A.  From  the  pad. 

Q.  Are  you  absolutely  sure  of  that  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  cannot  be  mistaken  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  17  while  out  at  dinner  you  saw  all  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  you  saw  ail  the  ballots  taken  from  the  one  pad  ? — ^A.  All  I  saw. 

Q.  Mr.  Tisdale  suggests  you  were  not  always  watching ;  you  were  not  watching 
in  the  sense  that  you  expected  anything  wrong? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  position  to  see  the  spot  from  where  the  returning  officer  took 
the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  Dancy  went  into  the  place  where  you  were  counting  the  ballots  ?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  on  the  same  side  of  the  table  as  the  returning  officer,  just  think  for  a 
moment?— A.  The  returning  officer  sat  just  like  here. 

Q.  At  the  corner  or  end,  standing  at  the  table  ? — A.  At  the  end. 

Q,  Like  where  that  gentleman  is  writing  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  would  stand  at  the  end ;  where  would  Dancey  be,  at  the  same  end  ? — A. 
At  the  side. 

Q.  And  your  opinion  was  that  two  were  entitled  to  each  side  to  go  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  all  that  went  in,  Shaw  and  McManus  and  Lawson  and  Danoy  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  That  is  all  were  present? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Now  did  Bancv  hand  or  toaoh  a  siogle  one  of  the  ballots  that  were  taken 
out  of  that  ballot  box  by  the  returning  officer  until  they  were  counted  ? — A.  I  think 
there  was  one  time  with  his  pencil  he  turned  down  the  corner  of  a  ballot  that  was 
toroed  up. 

Q.  You  think  that  one  time  he  turned  down  the  corners  of  a  ballot  that  was 
turned  op  with  his  pencil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  one  of  the  ballots  with  a  weight  on  it  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  that  one  ballot  with  the  weight  on  it,  the  corners  of 
which  he  turned  down,  did  he  touch  one  ballot  brought  out  of  that  box  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  every  ballot  taken  out  of  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  the  box  empty  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  saw  all  the  ballots  taken  from  the  voters  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  saw  all  except  while  you  were  at  dinner  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  the  number  compare  with  the  number  of  voters  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  no  spoiled  ballots  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  were  all  marked  either  "McLean"  or  "Holmes?"— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  all  the  ballots  were  there  7 — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  eay  you  were  not  there  in  the  morning? — A.  No. 

Q^  Were  you  late  7 — A.  A  minute  or  so. 

Q.  When  you  arrived  the  ballot  box  was  open  ? — A.  All  the  papers  were  not 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 
Q.  Not  all  out  7 — A.  No,  Mr.  Cummings  was  taking  them  out. 
By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  say  you  paw  the  ballots  delivered  in  most  instances? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  the  number  7 — A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot  say  anything 
of  the  number. 

Q.  How  long  did  Chisholm  act  as  scrutineer  in  the  morning  7 — A.  Till  McEvoy 
came. 

Q.  How  long  was  it? — A.  About  one  hour  or  two  hours. 

Q.  Till  that  Chisholm  acted  as  scrutineer  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  he  didn't  come  with  the  others? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  he  didn't  go  with  the  others  7 — A.  No.  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  box  unlocked  in  the  afternoon  at  the  close  of  the  poll  before 
or  after  it  was  taken  in  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Before. 

Q.  What  was  done  after  unlocking  it,  before  it  was  taken  behind  the  screen  7 — 
A.  It  was  just  picked  up  and  carried  in. 

Q.  It  was  unlocked  firi^t? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  taken  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  carried  it  in? — A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  unlocked  before  it  was  taken  behind  7 — A.  It  could  not 
have  been  many  seconds. 

Q.  Had  you  decided  to  count  them  behind  the  screen  before  you  unlocked  it  7 
A.  Yes,  we  always  did. 

Q.  You  always  did  that  ? — A.  Always  did  that  there. 

Q.  That  is  the  practice  and  it  was  unlocked  on  the  table  where  the  ballots  had 
been  delivered. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 

Q.  Did  anybody  but  Cummings  touch  the  box  until  you  were  in  there  to  count 
them  ?— A.  No,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Mclnemey : 

Q.  How  many  agents  had  Mr.  Holmes  there  that  day  ? — A.  There  was  four 
altogether. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  that  according  to  law  he  was  only  entitled  to  two? 

Sir  Loais  Davies  objected  to  the  question. 

A.  I  did  not  know  any  law  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  the  law  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  one  candidate  would  only  have  two  agents  at  the  same  poll  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  Did  you  go  behind  the  curtain  with  any  man  that  day  to  mark  his  ballot? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  voter  who  couldn't  mark  his  ballot  and  had  the  deputy 
returning  officer  go  with  him? — A.  One. 

Q.  Who  was  he?— A.  Greorge  Foley. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  that? — A.  In  the  forenoon  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Give  us  his  number  in  the  poll  book? — A.  It  is  down  there  somewhere,  sir, 
but  I  don't  know  the  number. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey  : 

Q.  Who  went  in  there  to  see  him  mark  his  ballot?. — A.  McEvoy  and  McManus. 

Q.  And  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  think  he  did  but  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go? — A.  No  sir. 

Q.  Was  this  in  the  morning  or  in  the  afternoon  7 — A.  I  guess  it  was  in  the 
forenoon. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  voted  that  day? — A.  I  know  the  way  he  always  used 
to  vote  before. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  way  he  voted  that  day  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  say  you  do  know  how  he  voted  that  day  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mi*.  Eraser. 

By  Mr.  Mclnerney  : 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  voted  ? — A.  They  asked  him  how  he  wished  to  vote. 

Q.  Who  did  ? — A.  The  ones  that  wont  in  with  him  and  he  spoke  out  loud,  that 
is  how  I  knew  it,  you  could  hear  him  all  over  the  place. 

Q.  Mr.  Dancy's  appointment  as  agent  you  did  not  put  along  with  the  rest  ? — A 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Simply  put  it  in  the  poll  book? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  leave  it  in  the  poll  book  until  the  return  was  made? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  it  came  here  in  an  envelope? — A.  I  don't  know  how  it 
came. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  Who  replaced  you  ? — A.  John  Lawson. 

Q.  Well  how  did  he  happen  to  replace  you,  did  you  ask  him  in  the  morning  to 
replace  you  ? — A.  No,  he  wab  ono  of  the  scrutineers. 

Q.  For  whom  ?— A.  For  Holmes. 

Q.  And  he  replaced  you  about  one  at  noon  ? — A.  Yes,  he  had  his  dinner  and 
came  back  and  said  I  might  as  well  go  and  have  my  dinner  instead  of  staying  there 
until  the  evening. 

Q.  Did  he  ^o  out  and  have  his  dinner  or  stay  in  the  poll,  or  did  he  go  out  with 
you  ? — A.  I  can't  remember  whether  he  had  his  dinner  with  him  but  he  went  out, 

Q.  That  is  easily  brought  to  your  remembrance? — A.  I  think  he  went  to  a 
neighbour's  and  had  his  dinner,  bat  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  He  purely  and  simply  volunteered  to  do  your  work  while  you  wei^e  dining? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  you  were  out  about  an  hour  ? — A.  Yes,  about  that. 

Q.  Yon  came  down  here  yesterday  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say,  or  did  anybody  talk  to  you  about  your  testimony  ? — A. 
Not  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Well  since  you  were  here  yesterday,  until  you  came  in  here,  did  you  meet 
anybody  that  talked  to  you  about  it.    Did  you  meet  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  to  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  we  had  a  talk. 

Q.  About  the  evidence  you  were  going  to  give  here? — ^A.  I  simply  told  him  I 
knew  nothing  about  it,  that  was  all  the  talk  we  had. 

Q.  Or  did  he  ask  you  ? — A.  I  can't  remember.  I  said  it  was  nonsense  bringing 
me  here  at  all  as  1  knew  nothing  about  the  election. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  if  you  knew  anything  wrong  that  had  taken  place  in  that 
poll  there? — A.  I  don't  swear  to  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Bussell  who  was  just  questioning  you  a  moment  ago? — A. 
Yee,  Hir,  I  was  introduced  to  him. 

Q.  And  did  he  ask  you  what  you  were  going  to  say? 

Mr.  EussBLL. — I  took  instructions  from  him  what  he  would  say  here.  I  would 
be  very  sorry  to  examine  the  witness  without  knowing  what  ho  was  going  to  say. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  All  these  gentlemen  who  were  at  the  poll  there,  four  of  them  representing 
Mr.  Holmes,  were  not  sworn? — A.  Not  except  the  signing  of  the  poll  book. 

Q.  Mr.  Dancy  was  there  in  the  morning.  In  the  forenoon? — A.  Sometime  in 
the  forenoon. 

Q.  And  it  was  only  after  you  came  back  from  dinner  he  gave  you  his  papers  ? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  was  not  sworn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  he  go  in  to  the  counting  of  the  ballots? — A.  Yes  sir,  he  went  in. 

Q.  And  sat  there  while  the  counting  of  the  ballots  out  of  the  box  went  on  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Daring  the  day  he  was  sitting  on  the  right  of  the  deputy  returning  officer 
Commings  ? — A.  During  the  day  ? 

Q.  Yes?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he? — A.  He  mostly  sat  beside  me. 

Q.  Where  were  you  ? — A.  To  the  left,  and  Mr.  Gummings  was  there,  and  I  sat 
about  here. 

Q.  And  where  was  Dancy  ? — ^A.  Somewhere  there. 

Q.  You  were  between  Dancy  and. the  deputy  returning  officer? — A,  Most  of 
the  time,  a  good  part  of  the  time  anyway. 

Q.  And  I  understood  you  a  few  moments  ago  saying  the  contrary ;  I  want  you 
to  be  perfectly  sure  what  you  are  saying  now  and  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the 
returning  officer  was  on  the  left  hand  of  the  table  and  Dancy  on  his  right? — ^A. 
That  was  at  the  counting  of  the  poll. 

Q.  That  was  at  the  counting  of  the  polls  ?--A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  during  the  day  you  were  between  Cummings  and  Dancy  most  of  the 
time  ? — ^A.  Whenever  he  stood  around  there. 

Q.  Did  he  move  about,  did  he  promenade  in  the  hall? — A.  He  might  have 
walked  around  once  or  twice,  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  could  anything  have  been  done  to  the  ballot  without  you 
would  have  seen  it  during  the  day  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Had  yon  your  eyes  on  the  ballot  box  all  the  time? — A.  Most  of  the  time 
anyway. 

Q.  How  m&ny  votes  were  taken  during  the  time  you  were  away,  do  you 
remember?— A.  Eighteen. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  the  returning  officer  initialed  the  ballots  in  the 
morning  ? — A.  He  started  to  initial  them  with  ink. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  many  he  initialled  with  ink  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  yon  know  if  he  oontinaed  initialling  them  with  ink  until  he  took  the 
pencil  or  if  he  did  it  now  and  then  7 — L.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure  ? — A.  No,  Bir. 

Q.  And  you  said  if  I  remember  well  that  when  the  ballot  box  was  opened  in 
the  morning  the  scrutineers  of  McLean  were  not  there  ? — A.  One  was  there. 

Q.  Which  one  ?— A.  Shaw. 

Q.  Shaw  was  there  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  MoManus  was  not  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  voter  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  a  good  Libeml,  I  suppose? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  been  to  meetings  of  committees? — ^A.  I  had  not.  I  think  I  had 
been  at  one  meeting.    We  had  a  committee  meeting  and  went  over  the  list. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  the  opening  of  the  box  at  the  result  of  the  poll? — ^A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  expect  would  be  the  result  according  to  your  calculations  ? — 
A.  I  should  think  about  eight  or  ten  ? 

Q.  Eight  or  ten  majority  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  was  his  majority  ? — A.  Thirty-eight.   .. 

Q.  So  you  were  surprised  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q.  You  were  asked  if  you  saw  Mr.  Holmes  ?  When  you  did  see  him  did  he  say 
to  you,  **  I  know  you  are  an  honest  man  and  I  want  you  to  tell  the  truth  just  as  it 
was."  Did  he  say  that  in  substance  to  you  ?  I  am  asking  you,  if  Mr.  Holmes  when 
he  saw  you  said  that  he  knew  you  were  an  honest  man  and  wanted  you  to  tell  the 
truth  just  as  it  was  ? — A,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  *Can  jou  say  what  he  did  say  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron: 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Smith  the  Liberal  organizer,  Mr.  Smith  a  gentleman  here? 
You  know  Mr.  Smith  the  Liberal  organizer  for  Ontario? — ^A.  I  have  seen  him  once 
or  twice. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  here  since  you  have  arrived  in  Ottawa  yesterday  or  to- 
day ? — A.  I  think  I  passed  him  in  the  street.     I  did  not  speak  to  him. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  didn't  speak  to  him? — A.  I  may  have  spoken  lo  him  when 
I  was  passing  him  in  the  street. 

Q.  You  did  not  speak  to  him? — A.  Not  here, 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — ^A.  I  met  him  in  Toronto  when  we  were  coming 
down. 

Q.  So  that  Monday  night  he  came  down  with  you  ? — A.  On  the  same  train. 

Q.  And  did  he  talk  to  you  coming  down  ? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  him  on  the  train. 
I  do  not  think  he  came  on  the  same  train,  I  think  he  came  on  the  Grand  Trunk? 

Q.  Did  you  meet  him  on  the  train  coming  down  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  convereation  with  him  anywhere  since  this  matter  has 
commenced  here  concerning  the  testimony  which  you  might  give  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  swear  to  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

By  Mr.  Britton : 
Q.  What  train  did  you  come  by? — A.  By  the  Canadian  Pacific  Railway. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  You  said  to  Mr.  Boi*den  the  ballot  box  was  unlocked  in  the  voting  room 
before  you  went  behind  the  screen.  I  asked  you  was  the  lid  opened  or  anything 
taken  out  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Was  the  lid  opened  at  all  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  yoa  see  Dancy  last? — ^A.  I  haven't  spoken  to  him  since  the 
election. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  last? — A.  I  have  seen  him  once  or  twice,  but  I  have 
DOt  spoken  to  him. 

Q.  When  was  the  last  time  yon  saw  him?-*A.  I  cannot  tell  the  date. 

Q.  Can  yon  tell  os  ? — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  in  the  last  week? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  haven't  been  in  the 
town  very  often  this  year. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  in  the  last  week,  I  asked  yon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  last  fortnight  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Positive  of  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir.   * 

Q.  You  say  that  there  were  a  few  ballots  marked  initialled  in  ink  in  the  morn- 
ing.   How  many  can  you  say  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  More  than  three? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  there  were  more  than  three  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot  swear 
anything. 

Q.  IHd  you  see  any  initialled  in  ink  at  any  other  time  by  the  returning  officer  ? 
— ^A  No,  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  saw  him  initial  any  othera  in  ink  during  the  day? — A. 
Ifo,  sir. 

Q.  So  these  three  or  four  in  the  morning  were  the  only  ones  you  saw  him 
initial  in  ink  ? — A.  The  only  ones  I  can  swear  to. 

Q.  You  had  ink  there  for  the  purpose  of  writing  in  the  poll  book  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  use  the  same  bottle  as  the  returning  officer,  or  had  he  another 
bottle? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  more  than  one  bottle? — A.  No,  sir.  I  can  only 
remember  one  bottle ;  that's  all  I  can  be  sure  of. 

Q.  Were  you  present  at  a  conversation  between  Lawson  and  Dancy  on  the  elec- 
tion day  at  which  the  probable  vote  was  discussed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  present? — No  answer. 

Q.  Our  friend  across  here  just  asked  you  about  the  marking  of  the  ballots  with 
ink.  I  didn't  hear  your  reply.  Can  you  state  how  many  the  returning  officer 
marked  with  ink  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  state  about  how  many? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  begin  marking  with  ink  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  made  him  stop  ? — A.  The  pen  used  to  stick  in  the  paper. 

Q.  The  pen  used  to  stick  in  the  paper  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  continued  to  u^e  the  ink  for  some  time,  but  you  do  not  know  how  many 
ballots  he  marked  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  During  the  day  was  there  any  question  about  pencils,  about  getting  pencils  ? 
—A.  Once  or  twice,  I  heard  fellows  asking  for  pencils. 

Q.  You  heard  the  fellows  asking  for  pencils? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  pencils  there  for  everybcxly  ? — A.  There  was  not  too  many. 

Q.  Can  you  state  or  not  whether  Mr.  Keturning  officer  marked  still  later  on  in 
the  day  with  a  pen  ? — A.  I  cannot  be  sure. 

Q.  Can  you  state  one  way  or  the  other? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  ?  So  you  are  unable  to  assist  us  in  this  matter  about  the  number 
of  ballots  marked  with  a  pen  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Are  there  any  persons  besides  Mr,  Grant  and  Mr.  McEvoy  that  came  to 
speak  to  you  about  your  testimony  or  about  what  took  place  on  election  day  ? 
—A.  No,  sir.    Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  some  one  else,  who  was  that  ? — A.  Mr.  Seager,  police  magistrate 
of  Goderich. 

Q.  Mr.  Seager,  police  magistrate  of  Goderich.  Mr.  Seager,  when  did  he  go  out 
to  see  you  about  it  ?— A.  I  do  not  exactly  know  the  day,  it  was  one  day  during  the 
week. 
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Q.  Some  day  last  week  ? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  Was  he  at  you  house  ? — A.  He  drove  back  in  the  field  where  I  was  working. 

Q.  Came  to  yonr  house  and  drove  back  id  the  field  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  there  or  go  back  to  your  house  ? — A.  Oh,  we 
spoke  about  five  minutes. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  other  business  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  about  what  took  place  on  polling  day  ? — A.  No,  he  said  he 
had  heard  a  report  that  one  of  the  voters  that  it  had  been  reported  to  him  that  one 
of  the  voters  had  made  a  mistake  and  voted  for  Holmes  and  be  came  up  to  see  me. 

Q.  That  one  of  the  men  who  had  made  a  declaration  had  voted  for  Holmes  ?— 
A.  That  he  thought  he  had. 

Q.  And  he  came  up  to  see  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  What  interest  was  that  to  him  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  there  any  proceeding  in  the  police  court  about  it  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  proceeding  ?— A..  No. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  In  Groderich. 

Q.  How  far  away  from  you  ? — A.  About  4  miles. 

Q.  And  this  was  the  only  matter  he  discussed  with  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  When  you  came  to  take  out  the  ballots  was  there  any  dispute  as  to  whether 
the  ballots  should  be  counted  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Every  thing  went  on  harmoniously  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  withdrew. 


John  Lawson,  sworn : 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Q.  What  is  your  residence  ? — A.  Danlop,  Ontario. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lawson  you  live  in  the  Township  of  Col  borne  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  am  a  farmer. 

Q.  You  remember  the  election  between  Homes  and  McLean  ? — ^A.  1  do. 

Q.  Were  you  there  and  in  what  capacity  ? — A.  I  was  there  as  scrutineer  for 
Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  were  there  as  scrutineer  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  arrive  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Before  the  poll  opened, 
some  time  before  nine  o'clock.  * 

Q.  Some  time  before  the  poll  opened,  at  nine  o'clock  who  was  there  then  ?— 
A.  There  was  Mr.  Cummings,  Mr.  Tobin,  Mr.  Shaw  came  after,  I  did  a  few  minutes, 
before  the  poll  opened,  and  Mr.  Chisholm  was  there,  and  that  is  all  I  am  sure  of. 

Q.  So  you  four,  Curamings,  Chisholm,  Shaw  and  yourself  were  present  at  the  very 
opening  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Myself  and  Tobin. 

Q.  Tobin  was  there,  was  he? — A.  Yes  and  Shaw  and  Chisholm. 

Q.  Well  what  did  the  returning  officer  do? — A.  He  took  the  papers  from  the 
ballot  box  and  he  was  looking  over  them  and  doing  something,  filling  in  something 
I  believe. 

Q.  He  took  the  papers,  what? — A.  He  was  taking  the  papers  out  of  the  ballot 
box  and  getting  ready  for  opening  the  poll  and  starting  the  voting. 

Q.  On  the  morning  of  the  election  day  you  went  to  the  voting  booth  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  A  little  before  nine?— A.  Yep. 

Q.  And  you,  Donald  Cummings,  and  Shaw,  and  Chisholm,  and  yourself,  and  Tobin 
were  there  ? — A.  They  were  there  before  the  time  for  opening  the  poll. 
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^  And  my  next  qaestioD  was,  what  was  being  done  bj  the  depaty  returning 
officer  then  ? — ^A.  J  don't  remember  when  I  went  in. 

Q.  Well  afterwards  ? — A.  Shortly  after  the  ballot  box  was  opened  and  his  papers 
were  taken  out  and  the  poll  book  was  taken  oot  and  the  papers  and  things  necessary 
for  carrying  on  the  voting  were  got  into  place. 

Q.  Did  yon  and  Chisholm  and  Shaw  sign  anything  in  the  book? — A.  I  signed 
my  Bignatni*e  as 

Q.  Jnst  look  at  that  book,  that  is  the  book,  I  believe? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  signature  is  there  ? — A.  les. 

Q.  You  signed  that? — A.  Yes,  that  is  my  signature. 

Q.  At  the  foot  of  it  ? — A.  Both  signatures  are  mine. 

Q.  Was  any  oath  administered  to  you? — A.  In  what— well  I  was — I  was 
ignorant  to  some  extent  of  what  constituted  the  oath,  all  that  I  did  was  to  read  over 
that,  that  I  signed  there,  and  sign  it. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  It  wasn't — in  my  case  I  took  it  as  equivalent  to  a  note. 

Q.  Did  the  returning  officer  say  anything  to  you  ? — A.  1  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  He  signed  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  him  signing  it. 

Q,  Well  then  the  voting  began,  did  it — was  the  Imllot  box  examined  to  see 
whether  it  was ? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  What  condition  was  it  in  ? — A.  It  was  empty  when  I  looked  in  it. 

Q.  Was  the  lid  put  down  on  it  and  locked ;  when  it  was  empty ;  are  you  able  to 
state  that;  you  looked  in  it? — ^A.  The  returning  officer  told  the  scrutineers  that  they 
had  better  look  in  it  to  see  that  it  was  empty,  and  I  looked  in,  and  it  was  empty  of 
all  papers  when  I  look  in,  and  it  was  locked  shortly  after  that  because  it  was  near 
the  time  for  opening  the  poll. 

Q.  Did  the  others  look  in  ? — ^A.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  Shaw  did. 

Q.  Well,  then  the  voting  began? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  remained  all  the  day  ? — A.  Except  when  I  was  at  dinner. 

Q.  With  the  exception  of  dinner  hour  you  were  there  all  day? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Now,  was  there  more  than  one  pad  of  ballot  paper  ? — A.  I  only  saw  one. 

Q.  You  only  saw  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  was  produced  fi"om  the  box  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  take  it  in  your  hand  at  all  that  day  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  touch- 
ing it. 

Q.  There  are  no  marks  to  enable  you  to  identify  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  At  all  events  there  was  only  one  pad  and  it  was  there  on  the  table  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  a  voter  came  in  what  did  the  returning  officer  do  ? — ^A.  fie  took  off  a 
ballot  as  well  as  I  remember  and  turned  its  face  over. 

Q.  From  what  ?— A.  That  pad. 

Q.  And  then  ? — A.  Turned  the  face  down  and  initialed  it. 

Q.  And  what  would  he  do  with  it  afterwards  ? — A.  I  suppose  he  handed  it  to 
the  voters  but  I  did'nt  see  the  first  one. 

Q.  I  was  not  asking  about  the  first  one  but  during  the  day  ? — A.  He  handed  it 
to  the  voters. 

Q.  I  was  not  asking  the  original  first  one  but  he  handed  it  to  the  voter  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  that  how  did  he  mark  his  initials? — A.  In  what  way? 

Q.  You  say  he  marked  his  initials,  how  did  he  do  it  ? — ^A.  He  began  with  a  pen 
but  didn't  continue ;  I  remember  he  complained  about  the  quality  of  the  paper  being 
thin  and  be  continued  with  pencil. 

Q.  He  began  with  pen,  complained  of  the  quality  of  the  paper,  and  continued 
with  pencil ;  could  you  give  how  many  were  marked  with  pen,  before  he  used  pen- 
cil?— A.  I  could  not  give  the  numbur. 

Q.  How  far  on  in  the  day  was  it  before  he  took  to  the  pencil? — A.  It  was  not 
far  on ;  I  could  not  say ;  he  didn't  use  it  a  great  while. 

Q.  Did  he  use  a  pen  subsequently  during  the  day.  Are  you  able  to  swear  he 
did  or  not? — A.  I  am  not  positive.  4n  one  case,  when  I  was  acting  as  poll  clerk,  I 
took  his  pencil.  I  was  keeping  a  record  of  the  names  of  every  man  who  voted  in 
mj  book.     I  had  an  old  list  of  the  voters,  an  old  votei*s'  list  which  had  been  used 
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before,  and  there  waa  a  memorandam  place  in  the  book,  and  I  joat  took  a  note  down 
of  the  Dames  of  the  voters,  as  1  knew  every  one,  as  he  came  in.  I  had  lent  mj  pencil 
to  somebody  else,  or  loat  it,  and  I  took  his  pencil ;  I  i^member  him  asking  me  for 
it,  and  he  may  have  initialled  a  vote  at  that  time  with  a  pen,  because  a  pen  waa  in 
front  of  him,  bnt  I  can't  state  positively  whether  he  did  or  not. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  state  at  all  the  number  of  ballots  he  marked  with  a  pencil 
and  the  number  he  marked  with  a  pen  ? — A.  I  have  no  idea,  except  the  impression 
that  I  have,  it  was  not  a  large  numoer,  bnt  as  to  the  number,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Coming  back  to  the  actual  process  of  voting,  you  say  that  Donald  Cummings 
would  take  up  a  paper  fi*om  the  pad,  and  what  would  he  do  with  it  ?— A.  He  handed 
it  to  the  voter. 

Q.  He  would  hand  it  to  the  voter  ? — ^A.  The  voter  took  it  and  went  behind  the 
curtain,  and  came  back  with  it  again  after  some  time,  and  hand  it  back  to  Mr. 
Cummings. 

Q.  Just  describe  what  Mr.  Oummin^s  would  do  with  it  after  he  got  it  back? 
— A.  Well,  the  case  I  remember  now,  it  is  not  the  particular  case,  that  I  am  positive 
of,  but  he  would  take  it,  ho  would  place  the  ballot  on  the  edge  of  the  table  and  let 
the  counterfoil  project  over,  the  ballots  were  folded  with  the  discs  over  the  names; 
if  the  discs  were  together,  I  remember  Mr.  Cummings  saying  at  the  opening  of  the 

foil,  that  if  we  folded  the  discs  together,  the  pencil  might  mark  on  both  discs,  and 
believe  he  said  something  to  the  effect  that  he  did  not  want  u)  have  any  trouble  on 
account  of  any  doubtful  ballots,  and  he  folded  it  the  other  way,  and  I  believe,  as  a 
rule,  he  creased  the  ballot,  and  let  the  edge  of  it  come  over  to  the  edge  of  the 
counterfoil,  leaving  just  the  counterfoil  projecting  past  the  edge.  One  part  was 
folded  over  until  it  came  to  the  edge  of  the  counterfoil.  The  baliot  was  sometimes 
brought  back  in  that  shape,  and  sometimes  it  wasn't,  sometimes  it  was  folded  more 
or  less,  and  he  put  it  down  on  the  table  in  that  position,  with  the  edge  projecting 
over  the  edge  of  the  table,  and  tore  it  off  with  his  right  hand,  and  put  the  counter- 
foil in  his  pocket,  and  took  the  right  hand  again  and  folded  the  ballot  over  twice  or, 
well,  till  it  would  go  into  the  box,  and  then,  he  picked  it  up  with  his  right  hand  and 
put  it  in  the  box.    That  is  as  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  That  was  the  moduB  operandi  ? — ^A.  That  was  the  mode. 

Q.  About  putting  the  counterfoils  in  his  pocket,  was  there  any  conversation 
between  the  scrutineers  and  Mr.  Cummings  about  that? — A.  I  suggested  at  the  start 
of  the  poll,  I  think,  it  was  probably  the  first  ballot,  that  he  seemed  to  hesitate  about 
it  somewhat,  and  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  and  I  said  to  him  you  had  better  throw 
it  on  the  floor.  I  was  standing  just  opposite  the  poll  clerk,  or  over  near  the  wall, 
and  he  was  at  my  left,  or  at  my  right  rather,  and  I  said  you  had  better  throw 
them  on  the  floor  there.  He  said  something  to  the  effect  that  it  would  make  a  litter 
or  a  muss  on  the  floor,  and  would  just  put  them  in  his  pocket,  and  I  said  no  more. 

Q.  And  he  continued  during  the  day  to  put  them  in  his  pocket,  is  that  right 
now? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  rolled  the  ballot  up  and  put  it  in  the  box. — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  the  gentleman  that  acted  for  Michael  Tobin  when  he  went  to  his 
dinner? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  As  poll  clerk  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Where  thev  there  all  the  time,  the  Conservative  scrutineers  ? — A.  The  two 
of  them  were  not,  because  Tobin  the  poll  clerk  and  Shaw  went  off  together. 

Q.  Leaving  you  as  poll  clerk  and  McManus  as  Conservative  scrutineer  and 
McEvoy  as  Literal  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  a  time  when  a  Conservative  scrutineer  was  not  present  ?— A.  Not 
while  I  was  in  the  room. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  calculated  to  arouse  your  suspicion  as  to  the  way  in 
which  that  poll  was  being  taken  ?-^A.  I  saw  nothing. 

Q.  You  saw  nothing  ?— A.  Nothing. 

Q.  You  are  positive  of  that  ? — A*  I  aay  that  most  positively. 

Q.  You  are  able  to  take  your  oath  of  that  ? — ^A.  I  can  most  positively. 

Q.  Then  you  took  the  ballot  box  behind  the  curtain,  tell  us  all  about  the  finish- 
up  of  the  poll  about  what  went  on  ? — A.  At  the  closing  of  the  poll  the  ballot 

-there  was  a  raised  platform  at  one  end  of  the  room. 
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Q.  We  know  about  behind  the  soreeo? — A.  Well  the  ballot  box  was  carried  ap 
I  here. 

Q.  Who  carried  it? — A.  The  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Do  jou  remember  whether  it  was  unlocked  before  being  taken  from  the 
main  room  behind  the  bcreen  or  afterwards? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Who  went  with  it? — A.  Mr.  Cummings  carried  the  box. 

Q.  How  did  the  procession  form  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  the  order. 

Q.  Who  went  in  ? — A.  There  was  myself,  and  McManup. 

Q.  Yes,  and  Dancy  ?— A.  Dancy  and  Tobin. 

Q.  And  Tobin  ?— A.  And  Tobin. 

Q.  And  Shaw,  that's  right  inn't  it?— A.  And  Shaw. 

Q.  There  was  the  two  Kcruliiieer?*,  beside  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  iho 
I'oU  clerk  and  yourself.  When  you  got  in  where  was  the  ballot  box  placed  ? — A. 
On  the  table. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  it  ?~A.  It  was  opened  then. 

Q.  By  whom  ? — A.  The  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  By  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  He  had  it  in  his  hand  the  whole  time. 

Q.  What  did  he  ilo  after  opening  the  box? — A.  He  put  in  his  h&nd  und 
took  out  one  ballot,  opened  it  in  such  a  way  that  every  scrutineer  should  see  how 
it  was  marked,  and  called  it  out. 

Q.  Where  did  he  put  it  after  calling  it  out? — A.  He  put  it  on  the  table. 
McManuH  went  to  take  charge  of  the  Conservative  ballots,  I  don't  know  whether  it 
was  the  first  one  that  came,  or  whether  it  was  the  first  Conservative  one ;  he  wanted 
to  take  charge  of  the  Conservative  ballots,  and  Dancy  objecttsd  and  said  "you  have 
DO  right  to  touch  it,  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  poll  clerk  are  the  only  ones 
going  to  touch  these  ballots,"  and  McManus  didn't  then  touch  it;  they  were  handed 
to  the  poll  clerk  and  he  placed  the  Conservative  ballots  in  one  pile  and  the  Beform 
ballots  in  another,  and  weighted  each  pile  down;  I  lent  him  my  jacknife  for  one 
weight  and  he  put  an  ink  bottle  on  top  of  the  other. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  did  any  one  touch  the  ballots  except  the  deputy  returning 
officer  and  poll  clerk,  as  they  were  taken  out  and  counted  ? — A.  No  one,  except  in 
one  instance,  I  think,  it  was  in  the  Eeform  file.  There  was  one  ballot  somewhat 
crumbled  and  the  corner  turned  up.  and  Dancy  who  was  standing  near  took  out  his 
pencil  and  smoothed  it  out;  that  was  the  only  case,  except  where  McManus  went 
to  touch  the  Conservative  ballot  that  I  have  spoken  about,  that  the  ballots  wvre 
touched. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  neither  of  them  touched  it  with  their  hands  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  None  of  them  were  touched  by  anybody  except  the  deputy  returning  officer 
and  the  poll  clerk,  Tobin,  until  they  hud  all  been  counted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  am  asked  to  ask  you  this  question.  Was  there  any  trouble  about  Dancy  or 
fuss  about  that  time  ? — ^A.  There  was  an  objection  raised  by  McManus  when  we 
started  out  to  count  the  ballots. 

Q.  When  you  started  to  go  in  or  after  you  got  in  ? — It  started  before  we  got  in. 
but  whether  it  was  finished  before  we  got  inside  the  screen  I  cnn't  say;  it  was  finished, 
however,  before  we  started  to  count. 

Q.  Tell  in  your  own  way  what  it  was  ?-A.  As  I  remember  it,McManus  first  asked 
Dancy  what  business  he  had  here,  I  think  that  was  the  question,  at  least  that  is  the 
idea  of  it,  and  Danoy  answered  that  it  was  none  of  his  business,  or,  to  find  out, 
perhaps  he  may  have  said  both,  and  McManus  turned  to  Cummings  and  said  to  him 
"what  right  has  Dancy  to  go  in^there"?  and  I  did  "ot  hear  Cummings  give  any 
answer  at  that  time;  in  fact  I  asked  myself  the  question,  "  I  wonder  if  Cummings 
heard  that  question."  McManus  asked  him  again,  "  Is  Dancy  coming  here."  I 
think  these  are  the  words.  "  Is  Dancy  coming  up  here"  ?  an  1  Cummings  seemed  to 
give  assent  in  some  way.  **0h,  yes,"  or  **  I  suppose  so."  I  can't  give  you  his 
words.    Dancy  turned  to  McManus  and  said  I  have  sent  in  my  certificates. 

Q.  Dancy  turned  to  McManus ? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  the  deputy  return- 
log  officer  heard  him  say  that  or  not,  but  I  remember  hearing  him  nay  that  and 
HcManutt  said  no  more. 
1'— 10 
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Q.  Then  the  number  of  ballots  tallied  with  the  nunaber  in  the  book.  I  think 
we  have  brought  that  out  ? — A.  Perfectly. 

Q.  Was  there  any  expression  made  use  of  as  to  the  results  of  the  poll  at  the 
time,  by  McManus?  Did  he  say  anything? — A.  Yes,  he  seemed  to  be  very  much 
put  out  about  it,  and  at  the  close  of  the  poll  and  through  the  counting  he  seemed  to 
be  rather  depressed,  and  I  was  of  course  duly  elated.  I  said  never  mind  Jim  I 
guess  your  turn  is  coming.  We  had  quite  a  large  majority  of  the  votes,  at  least 
they  were  coming  about  two  to  one  in  favour  of  our  candidate.  We  had  some  more 
than  wo  expected.  I  said,  **  never  mind  McManus,  I  guess  your  turn  is  coming  all 
right."  And  then  of  courre  at  the  close  of  it  McManus  was  very  much 
put  out,  and  he  said  "  I  guess  Saunders  speech  must  have  been  very  effective  up 
hero." 

Q.  Saunders  is  a  local  politician  is  he? — A.  He  is  president  of  the  Groderich 
Eeform  Association.  He  was  up  there  the  night  before  the  election  for  he  said  they 
hud  been  buying  votes  out  here  at  25  cents  a  piece,  I  said  '*  well,  McManus  you  have 
got  u  cheap  lot  of  men  on  your  side,"  and  he  said  no  more  and  I  said  no  more. 

Q.  That  is  the  whole  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  remember. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  When  you  acted  as  teraporaiy  poll  clerk  were  you  sworn  in  to  perform  the 
duties  of  poll  clerk? — ^A.  No,  1  was  not  sworn  in  any  way. 

Q.  You  acted  as  poll  clerk  for  upwards  of  an  hour  without  being  sworn  at  all 
to  perform  the  duties  of  official  clerk? — A.  No,  I  was  not  sworn  in  any  way  to 
do  60. 

Q.  You  didn't  regard  that  as  peculiar  ? — A.  Well  I  didn't  think  of  it. 

Q.  It  didn't  occur  to  you? — A.  It  never  occurred  to  me.  I  was  not  sworn 
at  the  time  as  I  said  I  was  not.  I  read  it  and  put  my  signature  to  it,  and  as  I 
said  before  I  regarded  it  as  equivalent  to  an  oath. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Dancy  sworn  in  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  see  him. 

Q.  You  did  not?  When  did  you  see  his  paper:  his  certificate  of  appointment 
as  Bcrntineer  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  it. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  incident  as  to  his  going  in  there  without  any  paper 
authorizing  him  to  act  as  scrutineer? — ^A.  Well  the  reason  I  formed  in  my  mind  as 
to  why  he  came  to  explain  that  it  is  necessary  to  go  back  to  a  previous  election. 

Q.  You  need  not  go  back  to  a  previous  election.  You  say  you  are  not  aware  he 
put  in  any  paper? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  understood  he  was  going  in  when  the  ballots  were  counted  to  act 
as  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  regard  it  as  peculiar  that  he  should  go  in  without  any  appointment 
and  without  subscribing  the  oath  in  the  book? — A.  I  cannot  say  I  did,  oeoause  I 
really  did  not  know  the  law  in  the  case. 

Q.  You  knew  you  had  subscribed  at  oath  in  the  book  didn't  you  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Dancy  do  anything  of  the  kind  ? — A.  No,  nothing. 

Q.  Did  any  reason  occur  to'  you  why  Dancy  t-bould  act  as  scrutineer  without 
being  sworn  whereas  the  others  had  subscribed  their  names  to  the  oath  in  the 
book  ? — A.  No,  it  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Q.  It  did  not  occur  to  you? — A.  No,  in  fact  I  did  not 

Q.  What  answer  did  Cummings  make  to  McManus'  objection  that  Dancy  had 
no  papers  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  that  he  made  any  answer. 

Q.  He  made  no  answer  ? — A.  No.  At  least,  no  1  do  not  remember  hearing  him 
give  an  answer. 

Q.  Do  you  say  he  made  no  answer  or  do  you  say  yon  cannot  recollect. — A.  I  do 
not  recollect,  I  do  not  think,  he  didn't  give  one. 

Q.  Is  your  memory  good  enough  to  say  whether  ho  gave  an  answer  or  not  ? — 
A.  It  is  not. 

Q.  You  have  given  us  veir  fully  accounts  of  very  nearly  everything.  Is  your 
memory  less  vivid  with  regard  to  this  than  it  is  with  regard  to  other  matters  ?— A. 
Well  I  do  not  just  understand  your  question. 
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Q.  Tou  havo  spoken  very  ftilly  indeed  of  everything  that  took  place  that  day 
but  I  am  asking  yon — here  is  an  incident  which  I  woald  think  would  impress  itself 
OD  your  recollection,  a  man  going  in  there  without  papers  or  being  sworn  and 
objection  beii  g  taken  to  that  in  the  presence  of  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  I  am  asking  you  under  these  circumstances  how  it  happens  you  can- 
not recollect  whether  the  deputy  returning  officer  made  any  answer  to  that 
objection  ? — A.  Well  if  he  made  an  answer — he  might  have  made  it — I  was  not  as 
oear  to  him  as  McManus. 

Q.  How  far  away  were  you  7 — A.  I  cannot  say  how  far  I  was  but  I  did  not  hear 
him  make  an  answer. 

Q.  Didn't  hear  him  make  an  answer  ?— A.  No  I  didn't  hear  him.  He  may  have 
made  an  answer  but  I  did  not  notice. 

Q.  But  you  are  positive  abont  this  that  the  deputy  returning  officer  intimated 
that  Duncy  should  go  in  ? — A.  The  last  question  that  McManus  put  to  him  he  seemed 
to  give  an  assent  of  some  kind. 

Q.  AsHent  to  what? — A.  To  Dancy  going  there.  At  any  rate  he  did  not  object 
to  it  or  prevent  Dancy  going. 

Q.  The  fact  of  it  was  that  he  permitted  Dancy  to  go  in  ? — A.  He  did. 
Q.  And  permitted  him  to  go  lu  after  McManns  had  raised  the  objection  that  he 
had  no  papers  ? — A.  Yes 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  Dancy  had  said  that  he  had  passed  in  his  certificate. 
Q.  That  he  had  passed  them  in  ?— A.  Given  his  certificate  in. 
Q.  Yes,  did  you  believe  that  he  had  passed  them  in  at  the  time  7 — ^A.  I  simply 
took  him  at  his  word,  I  did  not  question. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  he  had  been  sworn  7 — A.  I  did  not  know.  I  had  only  heard 
faim  say ;  it  did  not  occur  to  me  to  ask  that  question. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  act  as  scrutineer  before  7 — A.  I  never  did. 
Q.  Had  you  ever  been  at  an  election  before  7 — A.  Yes,  I  had  acted  as  poll  clerk 
at  the  previous  election. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  7 — ^A.  James  O.  Stewart. 
Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoils  7 — A.  He  threw  them  on  the  floor. 
Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  a  man  put  counterfoils  in  his  pocket  before  7 — ^A.  I  never 
have. 

Q.  You  suggesteti  on  this  occasion  that  they  should  be  thrown  on  the  floor? — A. 
Tes.  Although  it  occurred  to  me  at  the  time  when  Cuinmings  said  so  that  they 
certainly  made  an  unsightly  mess  on  the  floor  at  the  previous  election,  the  counter- 
foils at  the  end  of  the  table  certainly  looked  untidy. 

Q.  Yes  7 — A.  It  justoccnrred  to  roe  that  Cum  mi  ngs  said  they  would  make  alitter< 
Q.  Was  the  room  in  a  tidy  condition  7 — A.  The  floor  was  swept. 
Q.  Were  people  smoking  and  spitting? — A.  At  one  part,  the  lower  end. 
Q.  Was  any  objection  taken  to  them,  were  they  ordered  to  desist? — A.  They 
were  not. 

Q.  Were  they  asked  to  7 — A.  They  were  not. 

Q,  Which  do  you  say  would  make  the  floor  more  dirty,  tobacco  juice  or  these 
counterfoils?— A.  The  papers  were  more  noticeable,  the  floor  was  the  colour  of 
tobacco  Juice. 

Q.  Do  you  think  98  of  these  would  make  the  floor  worho  than  tobacco  juice? — 
A.  No,  I  say  they  would  be  more  noticeable  because  the  floor  is  about  the  colour  of 
tobacco  juice. 

Q.  The  floor  is  about  the  colour  of  tobacco  juice? — A.  About  that. 
Q.  Was  it  a  clean  floor? — A.  It  had  boon  merely  swept;  J  suppose  the  tobacco 
juice  from  previous  elections  and  election  meetings  was  ground  into  it? 

Q.  And  yon  thought  it  would  be  more  tidy  to  have  the  counterfoils  put  into  his 
pocket? — A.  It  occurred  to  me  they  would  be  untidy;  they  were  untidy  in  the 
previous  election;  I  didn't  give  it  much  thought;  that  thought  flashed  through  my 
mind  at  the  time. 

Q.  Mr.  Stewart  acted  at  the  previous  election? — A.  He  did. 
Q.  And  he  acted  at  the  election  before  that,  the  local  election  7 — A.  It  was  the 
previous  election  on  December  8. 
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Q.  I  mean  the  election  before  that? — A.  I  think  it  was  J.  O.  Stewart. 

Q.  He  acted  at  both  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  you  last  week? — A.  Mr.  Grant  oame  to  me  and  asked 
if  I  was  there  all  day. 

Q.  Mr.  Grant  is  a  gentleman  who  resides  in  Toronto  ? — A.  I  have  heard  so  since. 

Q.  Anybody  else  ? — A.  McEvoy. 

Q.  John  MoEvoy  who  was  scrutineer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  came  to  your  house  ? — A.  1  was  down  in  the  field  cutting  hay  and  they 
oame  down.  | 

Q.  And  you  discusf^ed  what  took  place  on  election  day  ? — A.  They  asked  me  if 
I  was  there  all  day  and  I 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Grant  retained  by  you? — ^A.  In  what  sense,  a  legal  sense? 

Q,  Was  he  acting  for  you  as  a  lawyer  ? — A.  No,  he  was  not. 

Q.  The  matter  was  discussed  ? — A.  Oh,  certainly,  wo  talked  some. 

Q.  Had  any  other  man  come  to  see  you? — A.  Nfo. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Grant  asked  you  to  come  down  here  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  discuss  during  the  election  day  with  Dancy  the  probable  resolt  of 
the  vote? — A.  Yes,  towards  the  close. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  there  would  be  a  majority  of  eight  for  Holmes? — A.  He 
8aid  to  me  when  nearly  all  had  voted  he  said  '^  go  over  your  books  and  see  how  it 
stands."     I  said  between  8  and  12  we  would  have,  that  is  what  I  expected. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  say? — A.  "  Well,  we  will  soon  know" — it  was  near  the 
close  of  the  poll — "  we  will  see." 

Q.  Didn't  he  say,  "You  will  see  when  the  ballots  are  counted  it  would  be  more 
than  that"?— A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  that  to  James  McManus  yesterday  morning  at  breakfast?— 
A.  Tell  what  ? 

Q.  That? — A.  That  he  said  it  would  be  more  than  that? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  No,  because  such  suggestion  never  has  come  to  me  till  you  gave 
it  now. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  whether  you  didn't  tell  this  to  James  McManus  yesterday 
morning  at  breakfast? — A.  We  were  talking  about  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  this  didn't  take  place ;  I  want  to  know  whether  or  not  you  told 
McManus  this  that  Dancy  asked  you  during  election  day  how  the  vote  would  turn 
out,  and  when  you  said  there  would  be  a  majority  of  8  or  10  or  12  or  something  like 
that — 8  I  think  it  was — for  Holmes,  and  that  Dancy  said  that  you  would  see  when 
the  ballots  were  counted  that  it  would  be  different  from  that,  or  words  to  that 
effect  ? — A.  No,  he  said  nothing  to  me  to  that  effect. 

Q.  I  ask  if  you  said  this  to  McManus  ? — A.  No,  he  may  have  understood  me  to 
say  so  but  I  didn't. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  McManus  that  Dancy  told  you  that  you  would  see  when  the 
bjillots  were  counted  that  it  would  be  different? — A.  No,  1  didn't  say  it,  because 
Dancy  didn't  say  it  to  me,  and  I  didn't  say  it  to  McManns. 

Q.  Now,  you  told  Sir  Louis  Davies  that  you  saw  the  pad  of  ballots  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  before  the  voters  began  to  vote? — A.  I  saw  it  being  taken 
out  of  the  box  or  as  it  was  being  taken  oat  of  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  number  "  125  "  on  the  pad  ? — A.  I  may  have. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  pad  you  saw  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  quite  positive  as  to  that? — A.  Yes,  I  am. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  how  many  ballots  you  saw  the  deputy  returning  officer  take  off 
I  hat  pad  ? — A.  I  cannot,  not  the  number. 

Q.  You  cannot,  can  you  tell  me  to  how  many  voters  you  saw  him  deliver  ballot 
]»Mpoi*8  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  ballot  papers  you  saw  put  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Your  evidence  with  regard  to  that  has  been  with  respect  to  such  ballots  as 
you  did  see  delivered  and  you  don't  say  the  number  ? — A.  Yes,  the  number 

Q.  You  can't  give  the  number? — A.  I  can't  give  the  number,  in  fact  to  explain 
it,  my  watching  was  mechanical. 

Q.  You  had  no  suspicion  of  anything  wrong? — A,  I  had  not. 
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Q.  And  there  was  no  occasion  for  yon  to  watch  closely? — A.  No,  but  I  was 
t^ittiDg  for  almost  two  hoars  at  the  right  hand  of  the  deputy  returning  officer,  about 
i)  or  6  feet  away,  and  my  eyes  were  on  him  then  for  two  hours  I  should  judge,  at  least 
I  was  watching  him  in  a  mechanical  way,  not  picking  out  each  individual  ballot  and 
fieeiog  that  it  went  into  the  box,  but  I  have  an  impression  of  seeing  him  taking  off 
a  ballot,  giving  it  to  the  voter,  he  going  behind  the  screen,  taking  it  back,  tearing 
offthe  counteiibil  and  putting  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  That  is  your  impression  ?— A,  Yes,  watching  it  made  that  impression  on  me, 
the  particular  onen  didn't. 

Q.  Now  you  anticipated  a  majority  of  about  12  ?— A.  That  is  what  I  antici- 
paled  from  going  over  the  list. 

Q.  The  majority  was  38  ?  —A.  The  majority  was  38. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Where  were  yoa  standing  all  this  time  you  were  standing  watching  the 
returning  officer,  with  relation  to  the  returning  offioer^ust  describe  how  you  were 
Bitting  ? — A.  He  was  there,  we  suppose  that  he  would  be. 

Q.  Where  the  writer  is  ? — A.  The  ballot  box  would  be  about  there. 

Q.  Now  just  stand  where  you  say  you  would  be,  supposing  that  gentleman  the 
returning  officer? — ^A.  I  would  be  sitting  on  the  bench  running  about  here  in  this 
position  with  Shaw,  the  Conservative  scrutineer. 

Q.  Where  would  the  voter  come  ? — A.  About  where  you  are. 

Q.  This  would  be  the  position ;  the  ballot  box  here,  the  deputy  returning  officer 
here  and  you  there? — A.  That  would  be  about  the  position.  Well,  I  was  sitting  in 
this  seat,  I  wasn't  sitting  there  all  the  time,  but  at  the  beginning  of  the  poll  I  was 
there  a  good  while. 

Q.  So  that  the  hands  of  the  deputy  returning  officer,  and  his  right  hand  par- 
ticularly, were  visible  to  you  if  you  had  looked  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Mclnemey  : 

Q-  The  ballots  that  were  initialled  in  ink  by  the  deputy  returning  officer  were 
initialled  in  the  morning  with  one  exception  ? — A.  At  least  he  started  in  the  morn- 
ing with  a  pen,  and  I  know  that  he  changed  and  except  in  the  individual  case  I  give 
jou,  I  don't  remember  seeing  him  use  a  pen  afterwards,  he  used  a  pencil  the  rest  of 
the  day  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Would  you  swear  that  he  initialled  more  than  two  or  three  ballots  with  the 
pen  ? — A.  1  don't  swear  how  many. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 
Q.  Or  whether  it  was  five  or  six  or  eight  or  nine  or  ten  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 
Q.  Or  twenty  ?— A.  No. 

By  Mr,  Mclnemey : 
Q.  Or  any  number  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  McGlure  : 

Q.  You  estimated  a  majority  of  twelve  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  told  Dancy  about 
twelve,  I  think. 

Q.  How  did  you  arrive  at  that  result  ? — A.  I  ran  over  my  book,  noted  those 
who  1  thought  were  undoubtedly  Eeform,  and  the  Conservative  votes,  and  then  I 
made  an  estimate  as  to  a  certain  number  of  doubtful  ones. 

Q.  Had  you  made  any  canvass  of  the  district? — A.  No.  I  can't  say  I  canvassed. 
I  used  my  influence  to  some  extent  with  one  or  two  persons,  but  as  far  as  canvassing 
goes,  I  did  nothing  of  it.  It  was  only  at  a  chance  meeting  I  would  say  something 
lor  Holmes, 

Q.  Was  it  from  any  information  you  had  from  them  you  marked  these  doubtful 
ones?— A.  No,  it  was  not. 
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Q.  Just  gnessing  at  it  ? — A.  Yes,  a  pare  gaess. 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  couDterfoils  were  numbered  ?^A.  I  suppose  I  knew  it, 
at  least  ia  the  Ontario  elections  they  are  numbered.  I  didn't  know  whether  it  was 
the  rule  in  this  case  or  not. 

Q.  In  the  Ontario  elections  the  ballot  is  numbered,  not  the  counterfoils  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  But  in  Dominion  elections  the  counterfoils  are  numbered? — ^A.  I  can't  say  I 
knew  it  for  a  positive  fact. 

Q.  That  was  your  impression  ? — A.  Well,  afterwards,  now  that  I  come  to  think 
of  it,  I  would  think  so,  but  at  the  time  it  didn't  strike  me.  I  wasn't  thinking  about 
them. 

Q.  Didn't  you  think  it  was  strange  that  Cummings  didn't  number  the  counter- 
foil ? — A.  I  didn't  know  it  was  necessary  in  this  case.  I  found  it  out  afterwards, 
and  perhaps  that  is  what  is  influencing  me  now. 

Q.  You  knew  it  was  necessary  in  the  Ontario  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  was  it  done? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  the  ballot  numbered  in  the  only  previous  election  you  had  acted 
at? — A.  Yes,  they  were  numbered  as  we  took  them  off  the  book. 

Q.  And  were  you  not  surprised  they  were  not  numbered  in  this  one  ? — A.  No, 
as  I  said  before  it  did  not  occur  to  me. 

By  Mr,  Bennett : 

Q.  Was  Grarrow's  majority  seven  at  the  previous  election  in  that  poll  ? — A. 
What  is  that. 

Q.  What  was  Garrow's  majority  ? — A,  I  can't  tell  you,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  I  can  tell  you  it  was  seven  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  it 

Q.  You  were  poll  clerk  there? — A.  I  have  forgotton  what  it  was. 

Q.  But  is  your  impression  that  it  was  a  small  majority? — A.  My  impression  is 
that  the  usual  Eeforui  majority  while  it  varied,  but  it  was  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
between,  my  impression  is,  usually,  between  eight  and  twelve. 

Q.  It  was  seven  I  am  telling  you  as  a  matter  of  fact? — A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Just  another  question?  Was  the  voters'  list  used  in  the  BeckGarrow  elec- 
tion the  same  voters'  list  used  in  thte  Holmes-McLean  election  ? — A.  I  won't  say 
whether  the  names  were  the  same.    They  were  almost  the  same  certainly. 

Q.  The  same  voters*  list  ? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  you  referred  to  this  fact  that  you  had  a  voters*  list, 
that  1  understand  you  to  say  you  had  used  in  the  preceding  election  ? — A.  Yes, 
somebody  gave  it  to  me  that  day. 

Q.  Then  it  was  the  same? — A.  lilidn't  use  it,  as  it  had  all  been  marked  up; 
there  was  a  space  at  the  back  and  I  simply  used  that  memorandum  space  and  didn't 
use  the  voters'  list. 

Q.  On  the  occasion  of  this  election  had  you  another  voters'  list  other  than 
this  that  you  were  marking? — A.  That  was  the  scrutineers*  book,  I  had  one  and 
gave  it  to  McEvoy  when  he  came,  it  was  simply  a  voters'  book  with  the  voters' 
names  in  it. 

By  Mr.  mils: 

Q.  How  were  party  lines  in  that  district  drawn,  were  they  straight  or  did  they 
wobble  ? — A.  They  varied  to  some  extent,  but  not  to  much  extent. 

Q.  Not  to  as  large  extent  as  the  result  of  this  election  would  indicate? — A. 
They  hadn't  done  so  before  to  my  knowledge,  I  can't  say  in  fact  as  to  the  number 
of  Conservatives  and  Beiormers  and  the  proportion  between  the  numbers  I  don't 
pretend  to  know. 

Witness  withdrew. 

The  Committee  rose  at  1.30  o'clock. 
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COHMITTEB   fijOM, 

House  of  Commons, 

Wednesday,  July  26th,  1899. 

The  Committee  resumed  at  three  o'clock  p.m. 

J.  P.  MoEvoY  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  You  reside  at  ? — A.  Goderioh. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  ? — A:.  I  am  a  clei  k. 

Q.  A  law  clerk  ? — A.  lama  clerk  in  a  law  office. 

Q.  A  clerk  in  a  law  office.  Did  yon  take  any  part  in  the  last  Dominion  by-elec- 
tion in  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  subdivision  ? — A.  I  acted  as  scrutineer  for  a  portion  of  the  day  at 
Xo.  4  Colborne. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  go  out  there? — A.  I  should  judge  it  would  be  nine  forty- 
five  when  I  got  there,  it  may  have  been  10. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain,  till  about—  ? — A.  A  quarter  to  three  or  three. 

Q.  Did  you  get  out  to  dinner  or  lunch  ? — A.  I  had  dinner  at  a  farmer's  across — 

Q.  How  long  were  you  absent? — A.  I  should  say  about  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  at  what  time,  at  what  hour  ? — A.  It  would  be  after  twelve. 

Q.  It  would  be  after  twelve  ? — A.  And  I  think  I  was  back  before  one. 

Q.  And  you  think  you  were  back  before  one?  You  were  away  about  half  an 
hoar,  did  jou  pay? — A.  Yes,  about  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  leave  in  the  booth  when  you  went  out? — A.  Mr.  Law8on,the 
deputy  returning  officer;  I  think  Mr.  Dancy  was  not  there,  but  I  am  not  certain 
whether  Tobin  was  there  or  not 

Q.  Shaw  and  McManus  ? — A.  Oh  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  you  left  in  charge  of  the  poll  book  when  you  went 
out? — A.  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  I  know,  but  who  was  in  charge  of  the  poll  book  when  you  went  out  ? — ^A.  I 
think  Tobin  was. 

Q.  Well  then  you  were  there  substantially  from  ten  o'clock  till  about  three  in 
the  afternoon  with  an  intermission  of  about  half  an  hour? — A.  Yes,  about  half  an 
hoar. 

Q.  And  were  there  as  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Now  how  did  you  occupy  yourself  during  that  time? — A.  How  did  I  occupy 
myself? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  I  just  stood  and  watched  the  voters  come  in  and  crossed  their 
names  off  the  book. 

Q.  And  did  you  act  really  as  a  scrutineer  to  see  that  things  were  going  on  all 
right  or  f^imply  check  off  the  names  ? — A.  I  acted  to  the  very  best  of  my  ability. 

Q.  Now,  tell  us  what  proceedings  did  go  on  with  reference  to  voters  as  they 
came  in,  and  describe  what  took  place  ? — A.  The  voters  came  in,  got  their  ballots, 
went  back  into  the  anteroom  at  the  back,  voted,  brought  back  the  ballots,  and  gave 
them  to  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  What  did  the  returning  officer  do  ? — A.  Ho  tore  off  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  Would  you  describe  how  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  ?—  A.  If  I  had  a  piece  of 
paper — 

Q.  I  think  you  had  better  describe  rather  than  illustrate  it,  because  the  reporter 
will  not  be  able  to  write  down  your  illustrations?— A.  I  heard  him  mention,  the 
returning  officer  mention,  something  about  folding  the  ballots  across  like  that,  for 
the  reason  that  these  dies  would  not  be  marked  if  it  was  folded  the  other  way,  and 
60  he  folded  it  that  way  and  then  he  gave  it  to  them  like  that. 
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Q.  Of  coarse  there  would  be  a  piece  there  ? — A.  The  counterfoil  on  the  outside 
of  that. 

Q.  Like  that  ? — A.  Yes,  when  he  got  the  ballot  he  put  it  on  the  side  of  the 
table  and  tore  it  off  that  way,  and  put  it  in  his  pocket,  folded  the  ballot  once,  twice 
or  three  times;  I  cannot  swear  which,  like  that,  and  took  it  like  that  and  dropped 
it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  that  this  took  place  with  respect  to  each  voter  that  came 
in  ?    While  you  were  there,  I  mean  ? — A.  Eveiy  voter  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  Well,  you  were  in  a  position  to  see  the  movements  of  the  presiding  officer? 
— A.  Yes,  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  near  to  him  ? — A.  I  was  about  as  far  as  that  gentleman  off  him. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Five  or  six  feet  ? — A.  Yes,  I  should  judge  about  six  feet. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  put  into  the  ballot  box  the  identical  paper  he 
received  from  the  voter  or  not? — A.  He  put  into  the  ballot  box  the  ballots  handed 
him  by  the  voters.  That  is  all  I  seen  him  put  in  the  box,  and  I  war  in  a  position  to 
fiee  him. 

Q.  Were  there  others  present  besides  the  regular  officials  in  charge  of  the  booth, 
the  polling? — A.  Yes,  sir,  they  came  in  probably  two  or  three,  sometimes  four  or 
five,  probably  six  came  in. 

Q.  The  voters  would  be  coming  in  while  the  others  that  you  speak  of  would  be 
present? — A.  Yes.    And  some  would  stand  at  the  door  while  others  voted. 

Q.  These  persons  outside  of  the  officials  and  the  voters  or  the  individual  voter 
engaged  in  voting,  did  you  observe  whether  they  did  or  did  not  pay  attention  to  the 
proceedings  as  well  as  yourself  to  seu  what  was  going  on? — A.  I  cannot  say  whether 
thoy  did  or  not. 

Q.  You  have  said,  I  think,  that  you  were  paying  attention  to  the  proceedings? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Careful  attention  to  the  proceedings.  You  wont  away  before  the  counting? 
— A.  Yes,  sir,  I  left  about  three  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Who  took  your  place? — A.  I  had  the  book  when  I  left.  I  was  marking  the 
book,  Lawson  had  the  book  when  I  went  to  the  polling  booth  and  I  was  marking  it 
and  when  I  left  I  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  Dancy  arrive  before  you  left? — A.  Dancy  arrived  before  dinner  in  the 
morning. 

Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  arrived  before  dinner  in  the  morning ;  what  time  ? — A.  I  should  judge 
about  eleven  o'clock.  It  may  have  been  a  little  after  eleven,  but  I  do  not  think 
much. 

Q.  Did  he  arrive  before  or  after  Chisholm  left? — A.  I  did  not  know  until  I  seen 
the  evidence  that  Chisholm  was  scrutineer  at  all. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  that.  I  asked  you  whether  Dancy  arrived  before  or  after 
Chisholm  left? — A.  Chisholm  was  there  ail  day.  He  was  not  in  the  capacity  of  inside 
scrutineer.     That  is  what  I  mean. 

Q.  He  was  not  there  in  the  capacity  of  inside  scrutineer  at  all  ? — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  when  you  were  there  ? — A.  He  was  outside. 

Q.  Outside,  he  was  not  in  when  you  were  there  ? — A.  He  was  in  two  or  three 
times. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  when  he  was  in  ? — A.  Nothing ;  he  just  came  in  and 
went  out  again. 

Q.  Just  came  in  and  went  out  again  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  he  itpeak  to  do  one  ? — A.  Yee,  he  was  speaking  to  MoManus  and  to  me. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  vou  ? — ^A.  Nothing,  he  just  passed  some  remark. 

Q.  About  voting  at  all  r — A.  No,  1  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  Yon  don't  think  he  did? — ^A.  No,  I  am  almost  positive  he  did  not.  I  remem- 
ber him  coming  in  and  McManus  and  I  were  sitting  alongside  and  he  said  we  wei*e 
a  nice  looking  pair,  some  remark  like  that. 

Q.  Will  yon  say  he  didn'l  talk  to  you  about  the  voting  when  he  came  in  ? — A. 
Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Is  your  memory  good  enough  to  swear  ? — A.  Yes,  it  is,  not  so  far  as  I 
remember. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  whether  your  memory  is  good  enough  to  swear 
that  he A.  I  would  not  swear  positive  because  I  did  not  pay  particular  attention. 

Q.  What  was  Dancy  doing  after  he  came  ? — A.  Dancy  was  an  agent;  he  saw 
that  the  vote  got  in. 

Q.  Was  he  inside  or  outside? — A.  Outside. 

Q.  Inside  ut  all  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  in. 

Q.  Did  he  go  in  and  speak  to  you  ? — A.  Ye^  he  did. 

Q.  Did  he  speak  to  you  about  the  election  ? — A.  I  think  he  came  in  and  asked 
rae  to  let  him  look  at  my  book  when  I  was  marking  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  commence? — A.  I  was  marking  before  dinner  and  after. 

Q.  What  hour,  eleven  or  ten  ? — A.  I  think  about  half-past  ten. 

Q.  You  left  at  three  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  left? — A.  I  went  over  to  Dungannon. 

Q.  To  another  polling  section  ? — A.  No,  I  just  went  over  to  Dungannon. 

Q.  Where  is  Dungannon,  another  district? — A.  It  is  in  West  Huron,  but  about 
ten  miles  from  this  neighbourhood. 

Q.  You  went  over  in  connection  with  the  election? — A.  To  drive  a  fellow  into 
town  after  the  close  of  the  poll. 

Q.  After  the  close  of  the  Dungannon  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  as  scrutineer? — A.  No,  sir,  I  was  not  sworn. 

Q.  You  say  that  positively,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  not  sworn. 

Q.  You  signed  your  name  on  the  book  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  scrutineer  before  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not? — A.  I  have  acted  as  an  outside  scrutineer,  but  not  inside 
before. 

Q.  Have  you  studied  law  ? — A. — No,  sii*. 

Q.  In  whose  ofl3ce  are  you  ? — A.  M.  C.  Cameron's. 

Q.  Are  you  a  law  clerk  ? — ^A.  No,  I  am  a  clerk. 

Q.  An  ordinary  clerk? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  never  been  articled  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  saw  every  ballot  put  in  the  box  during 
the  time  you  were  there? — A.  Well,  I  will  not  swear  positively  I  seen  every  ballot, 
bnt  I  was  in  a  position  to  see  them  all. 

Q.  I  ask  you  if  you  saw  every  ballot  that  went  into  the  box  when  you  were 
there? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  like  to  swear  positively  that  I  did. 

Q.  Were  you  talking  any  of  the  time  to  McManus  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  were  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Talking  politics  some  of  the  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Sitting  on  the  same  seat  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  sitting  on  the  same  seat  with  him  all  the  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  sitting  the  rest  of  the  time? — A.  I  sat  opposite  him, 

Q.  On  the  left  hand  side  of  the  deputy  returning  officer?— A.  Yes,  it  would  be 
the  lea. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  your  appointment  to  act  as  scrutineer? — A.  I  got  it  the 
afternoon  or  evening  before  the  election. 

Q.  Prom  whom  ? — ^A.  I  got  it  at  the  committee.  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Proudfoot 
gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  Lawson  was  a  scrutineer? — A.  I  did  not  till  I  got  there. 
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Q.  Toa  say  you  did  not  anderstand  Chisbolm  was  at  any  time  ? — A.  No,  I  did 
not. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  Dancy  was  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  understand  Dancy  was 
either. 

Q.  Did  you  understan.l  he  had  papers  and  authority  from  Mr.  Holmes  ? — ^A.  I 
didn't  understand  that  he  was  a  scrutineer  and  I  didn't  see  any  papers. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  Dancy  had  paper:^  authorizin/g^  him  to  act  as  scru- 
tineer ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  until  after  the  election. 

Q.  Not  until  after  the  election;  it  was  not  produced  while  you  were  there? — 
A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  see  it. 

Q.  He  wasn't  sworn  while  you  were  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  were  you  canvassing  during  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  yes,  I  was. 

Q.  You  were  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  Were  you  a  paid  canvasser  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  WhMt  districts  were  yoo  canvassing? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  canvass  any  parti- 
ticular  district ;  I  just  canvassed  any  one  I  met. 

Q.  CanvasHcd  any  district  where  you  met  any  one  that  could  be  canvassed 
eifectively? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  districts  were  you  ? — A.  Colborne,  Ashfield,  I  don't  think  I  was  in 
Wawanosh. 

Q.  You  don't  think  you  were  there? — A.  No,  sir. 
'     Q.  You  were  in  Godeiich  town  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  in  Goderich  township?— A.  Yes,  sir,  but  not  canvassing ;  I  didn't 
go  in  any  of  these  places  canvassing. 

Q.  What  did  you  go  as  ? — A.  I  just  went  out  in  the  evenings  with  the  speakers. 

Q.  What  speakers? — A.  The  night  I  went  to  Kintaii  it  was  with  the  Glee  Club. 

Q.  Was  the  Glee  Club  going  to  speak  ? — A.  Going  to  sing. 

Q.  It  went  to  these  meeting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  out  with  the  Glee  Club,  were  you  a  member  of  the  Glee  Club?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  speakers  were  there  ?-— A.  There  was,  I  think,  the  Honourable  Charles 
Fitzpatriek  speaking  there  that  night. 

Q.  You  went  out  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  said  I  went  out  with  the  Glee  Club. 

Q.  But  1  thought  you  went  out  with  the  speakers  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  went  to  Kin- 
tail  with  the  Glee  Club,  I  went  to  other  places  with  the  speakers. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  asking  about  ? — A.  I  went  to— I  think  to  Smith's  Hills— 
with  Mr.  Collins  or  Mr.  Moscript. 

Q.  You  went  to  hear  Mr.  Collins  speak  at  where  ? — A.  Smith's  Hills. 

Q,  Does  Mr.  Collins  reside  in  the  constituency  of  West  Huron  ? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  Ho  lives  in  Exeter,  Exeter  I  think  is  his  home. 

Q.  What  county  ? — A.  In  the  county  of  Huron. 

Q.  But  not  in  the  west  riding? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  other  speakers  you  went  out  with  ? — A.  I  think,  Mr.  Moscript. 

Q.  That  was  the  same  occasion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Any  one  e^e  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Did'  you  hear  any  one  else  from  outside  the  county  speak  during  that  elec- 
tion ? — A.  Mr.  Holmes,  but  of  course  he  was  not  from  outside. 

Q.  The  Postmaster  General  spoke,  didn't  he? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  that  election  the  Honourable  Mr.  Paterson  and  the  Honourable  Mr. 
Tarte  spoke  in  Goderich. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  workers  from  outside  the  constituency  during  the  election? 
— A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see;  did  you  see  a  gentleman  known  as  Captain  John  Sullivan? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him? — A.  I  saw  him  at  the  British  Hotel. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  employed  else? — A.  I  saw  him  on  the  street  afterwards. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  in  the  constituency  as  far  as  you  know? — A.  I  could  not 
say  to  a  specified  time. 
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Q.  How  often  did  yon  see  him  ? — ^A.  I  might  have  seen  him  half  a  dozen  times 
and  I  might  have  seen  him 

Q.  Don't  you  know  he  was  there  a  eoaple  of  weeks  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  he 
was. 

Q.  You  may  have  seen  him  half  a  dozen  times  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  joa  see  him  ? — A.  I  seen  him  at  the  British  Hotel. 

Q.  Where  is  that  ?— A.  At  the  tcwn  of  Goderich. 

Q.  He  w&s  there  during  the  previous  looal  election  ? — ^A.  Yeis, 

Q.  Did  you  drive  him  ? — A.  N^o,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  drive  with  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  anywhere  else  than  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ?  —A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  anywhere  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  hy  the  name  of  Dan  Ferguson  of  London  ? — A.  I 
think  I  did  meet  a  gentleman  up  (here  by  that  name. 

Q.  You  think  you  did  ? — A.  I  think  so ;  I  would  not  be  sure,  but  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  did  meet  him  ? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  At  the  Liberal  committee  room. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Captain  Sullivan  there  too  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  Sullivan's  business  was? — A.  No,  I.  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Had  you  any  idea  ? — A.  I  suppose  ho  was  there  for  election  purposes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — A.  I  don't  know  that  he  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  he  was  ? — A.  Well,  I  never'seen  anything. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  if  you  seen  anything.  I  ask  you  have  yon  any  doubt  as  a 
matter  of  observation  that  he  was  there  in  connection  with  election,  I  don't  cure 
what  yuu  answer  ? — A.  Well  I  have  no  doubt  that  he  was  there  in  that  connection, 
but  at  the  time,  I  did  not  know. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  you  say  of  seeing  Ferguson  in  the  Liberal  committee 
room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  as  to  what  he  was  there  for. — A.  No. 

Q.  You  haven't?    He  was  there  in  connection  with  the  elections? — A.  I  judge 

80. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  there  in  the  Liberal  committee  rooms? — A.  He  was 
writing  at  the  table  when  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  Cummings  in  the  Liberal  committee  room. — A.  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Any  other  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  any  of  them  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  even  those  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  I  don't  know  who  they  were. 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  named  Thomas  Lewis  of  London  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  there  in  the  elections  ? — A.  Yes  1  met  him. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him? — A.  On  the  night  I  was  at  Kintail. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  him  at  this  meeting  you  went  to? — A.  I  think  so.  It  was  at 
the  meeting  there,  but  wouldn't  be  sure  whether  it  was  there  or  not. 

Q.  You  met  him  on  more  than  one  occasion  ? — A.  Yes,  I  met  him  there  and  at  a 
livery  stable. 

Q.  On  two  occasions  only? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  he  was  there  for  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  was  told  he  was 
an  organizer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  business  is  in  London?— A.  Somebody  told  me  he 
was  a  bartender,  and  I  was  told  he  was  an  organizer. 

Q.  Bartender  and  organizer? — A.  That's  what  I  heai^d. 

Q.  Anyone  tell  you  whether  he  was  a  Liberal  or  a  Conservative? — A.  I  under- 
stand he  was  a  Liberal  organizer. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  gentleman  named  William  Milloy  of  London  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  sec  him  ? — A.  I  saw  him  at  the  British  Hotel. 

Q.  At  Goderich?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  more  than  one  occasion? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  be  doing  at  tho  hotel  ? — A.  He  was  walking  up  and  down  the  hall. 
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Q.  Were  you  introdaoed  to  him  7 — A.  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  Mr.  Hall. 

Q.  Yoa  anderfitood  he  was  a  Liberal  organiser  alao? — A.  Yes,  I  onderdtooJ  he 
was. 

Q.  He  was  another  Liberal  organizer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  at  the  committee  rooms  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  gentleman  name  John  Gorman,  of  London  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think 
I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  he  was  there  in  connection  with  the  election  ? — A.  Yes, 
I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  he  was  a  Liberal  organiser  also  ? — ^A.  I  understood  he 
was  an  ovft^^^mzer  of  some  kind. 

Q.  Was  he  a  Liberal  or  Conservative  ? — A.  Well,  he  was  a  Liberal. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  him  at  the  committee  room? — A.  I  don't  think  I  saw  him 
there  ? 

Q.  Did  you  meet  him  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  think  I  met  him  twice  or  three 
times,  once  in  the  barber  shop. 

Q.  Wore  you  introduced  to  him? — A.  I  was;  somebody  introduced  him  to  me 
in  the  barber  shop. 

Q.  Did  these  gentlemen  remain  in  Goderich  all  the  time,  or  did  they  go  out  in 
the  country? — A.  The  only  time  I  seen  any  of  these  gentlemen,  with  the  exception 
of  Lewis,  they  were  in  town. 

Q.  Did  you  undeil^tand  they  were  organizing  the  town  of  Goderich  or  the  whole 
riding  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not,  I  heard  they  were  organiz- 
ing, and  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Captain  John  Sullivan  ? — A.  No  con- 
versation— I  did  have  a  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  With  regard  to  the  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  with  regard  to  the  election  ?  —A.  No,  he  was  going  out  to  a  meeting 
one  night  with  a  speaker  or  some  one  I  thiok.  and  i  rode  around  from  the  hotel  to 
the  office  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  James  Farr,  who  acted  as  deputy  returning  officer  at 
No.  3,  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  of  his  whereabouts  at  the  present  time  ? — ^A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Have  you  h^ard  where  he  is  ? — A.  Yes,  I  heard  somebody  say  he  was  in 
Dakota,  and  somebody  else  said  he  was  in  Detroit,  that  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  You  heard  he  was  in  the  United  States? — ^A.  Yes,  I  heard  three  or  four 
diflteront  places,  but  I  don't  know  where  he  is. 

Q.  He  was  working  in  Toronto  after  leaving  Groderich,  wasn't  he  ? — A.  I  under- 
stood he  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  a  lawyer  practising  in  Goderich,  isn't  he? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  in  Goderich  at  the  present  time  or  was  there 
when  you  left? — A.  The  la«t  time  I  seen  him  he  was  in  Goderich. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  Ten  days  ago. 

Q.  Did  you  know  whether  he  was  going  away  anywhere? — A,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  that  he  was? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  that  ho  is  absent  from  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes  I  heard  he  was. 

Q.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  you  heard  he  was  absent? — A,  Oh,  four  or  five  days 
ago. 

Q,  Do  you  know  when  he  is  expected  to  return? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything 
at  all  about  him. 

Q.  Now  do  you  know  where  the  ballots  were  printed  for  this  election  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  ? — A.  I  heard  they  were  printed  at  the  Signal  but  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  At  the  Signal  office  ? — A.  Yes,  I  heard  so. 

Q.  In  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  didn't  see  any  of  theBe  bftllots  before  the  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  ballot  at  ail  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  before  the  eiection  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  at  No.  4  Godorioh  town,  I  don't  know 
whether  that  is  the  right  number  or  not,  but  it  was  at  Bates'. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  where  you  voted  ? — A.  I  think  Mr. 
Bates  waH. 

Q.  Was  it  Mr.  Bates  or  Mr.  flenning  ? — A.  It  may  have  been  Mr.  Henning,  I 
think  it  was  Mr.  Bates,  but  couldn't  be  certain  now  which  it  was. 

Q.  You  know  it  was  No.  4  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  You  have  told  us  about  certain  gentlemen  who  were  organizing  in  the  con- 
stituency ;  were  there  any  others  from  the  outside  that  you  saw  during  the  election  ? 
—A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  I  have  named  ail  of  them,  have  I  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  All  that  you  remember?— A..  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  others  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  outside  men  being  at  Dungannon  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  he  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  don't  know  what  his  last  name  was,  they 
called  him  Nip. 

Q.  Perhaps  his  last  name  was  Tuck  ? — ^A.  Probably,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  Farr  after  the  election,  with  Mr. 
James  Farr  I  mean  ? — A.  I  think,  yes,  I  spoke  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  about  the  voting  at  hiei  poll  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  None  whatever  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  make  any  statement  about  the  voting  at  his  poll  ? — 
A  No,  sir,  not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  it  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  quite  positive  about  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  heard  about  the  ballot  being  picked  up  on  the  floor  in  his  poll  ? — A. 
I  read  about  it. 

Q.  You  read  about  it  but  didn't  hear  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  si»*. 

Q.  Were  you  at  his  poll  at  all  during  the  day.  No.  3  Groderich  ? — A.  No,  bir. 

Q.  You  were  not  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  objection  made  to  Dancy  by  McManus  ? — A.  I  cannot 
swear  that  1  did.    But  it  appears  to  me  I  did. 

Q.  You  thought  you  did? — A.  I  think  I  heard  McManus  object  to  him  in  the 
morning.     I  won't  swear  positively  I  did,  but  that  is  my  recollection  of  it. 

Q.  What  time  in  the  morning  7 — A.  Before  dinner  some  time. 

Q.  On  what  ground  ? — A.  Mr.  Dancy  came  in.  Mr.  McManus  said  "  what  are 
you  doing  here,"  and  I  think  Dancy  said  none  of  hia  business  or  something  to  that 
effect  and  McManus  asked  him  if  he  had  his  papers  and  Dancy  said  he  had  the 
documents. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  documents  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  them  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That  in  your  recollection  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  Are  you  positive  about  that? — A.  I  would  not  swear  positively  that  he  said 
thut,  but  to  the  very  best  of  my  recollection  I  imagine  that  he  did  say  that. 

Q.  You  imagine  that  ? — A.  I  imagine  that  he  did  say  that. 

Q.  You  mean  you  believe  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  it. 

Q.  1  think  you  stated  before  you  came  on  the  stand  here  that  you  were  going 
to  swear  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  No  latter  than  yesterday  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  about  that  ? — A.  I  remember  having  a  conversation  but  I  do 
not  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  don't  think  you  said  that  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  At  how  many  elections  have  you  been  present  and  had  anything  to  do  with 
them  ?— A.  Oh,  two  or  three. 
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Q.  Did  the  deputy  Foturning  officer  od  tbeae  ocoasions  put  the  ooanterfoils  in 
his  pocket  ? 

Q.  Did  he  numl>er  them  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  take  enough  interest  to  know  whether  he  numbere  I  the  coun- 
terloiis  ?— A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  numbered  thorn  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  initialled  the  ballots  ?^A.  I^oonhim  initial  some. 

Q.  You  Haw  him  initial  ^ome  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  ? — A.  Well  all  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  number  any  counterfoils? — A.  No,  I  did  not  see  any 
counterfoiln,  not  after  they  were  torn  off. 

Q.  i3efore  they  were  torn  off,  did  you  notice  whether  or  not  be  numbered  them  ? 
— A.  No,  Pir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  was  it  you  noticed  with  regard  to  the  initialing  and  not  to  the  number 
on  the  same  paper  ?  —A.  I  noticed  the  initialling ;  I  seen  him  initialling  them.  If  that 
was  what  he  wus  doing. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  him  numbering  the  counterfoils  ? — ^A.  He  may  have 
numbered  them. 

Q.  You  don't  know  which  he  was  doing;  you  have  no  idea  whether  the  ooan- 
terfoils were  being  numbered  or  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  were  the  ballots  initialed  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  numbering 
them  or  initialling  them. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  that  with  ? — A.  He  had  a  pen  and  a  lead  pencil. 

Q.  Which  did  he  use  first  ? — A.  He  was  using  the  pen  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Do  you  know  why  he  discontinued  it  ? — A.  I  heard  the  poll  clerk  make 
some  remark  to  him  about  tearing  the  paper  or  something.  I  w^ent  to  borrow  the 
poll  clerk's  lead  pencil  and  he  cut  it  in  half.  I  think  he  cut  it  from  Cummings'  lead 
pencil.  I  think  it  was  CummingM'  pencil.     I  got  one  half  the  pencil. 

Q.  Did  you  say  he  was  using  the  pen  after  you  arrived  there  ? — A.  After  when 
I  first  arrived  there,  but  before  dinner. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  he  was  using  the  pen  and  then  stopped  and  got  a  pencil  ? — A. 
I  think  Tobin  got  the  pencil  and  he  had  the  pen  in  his  hand. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  with  the  pen  in  his  hand  except  that  once  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I 
do  not  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  went  with  Mr.  Grant  to  interview  Mr.  Lawson  and  Mr.  Tobin  ? — ^A.  I 
went  to  the  country  with  Mr,  G-rant,  yes. 

Q.  Yes,  Mr.  Grant  called  on  you  in  Goderich  ? — A.  No,  he  didn't. 

Q.  You  called  on  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  Saturday  I  think,  yes  Saturday. 

Q.  He  is  a  barrister,  isn't  he  ? — A.  I  understand  he  is. 

Q.  Residing  in  Toronto  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Secrotaiy  of  the  Liberal  organization  for  Ontario  I  believe  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know. 

Q.  Do  you  know  about  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  call  on  him  ? — A.  Another  Mr.  Grant  called  at  my 
place  in  the  morning. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  this  other  Mr.  Grant  ?— A,  R.  A.  Grant.  No  B.  D. 
Grant. 

Q.  He  called  on  you  on  that  morning  ? — A.  Saturday  morning. 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  And  he  told  me  that  Mr.  Grant,  that  he  had  seen  Mr.  Grant,  and 
he  had  been  asking  to  see  me.  I  do  not  know  if  he  said  asking  to  see  me,  but  asking 
about  me.    So  I  asked  where  he  was  and  he  told  me  he  was  staying  at  the  British. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  Mr.  Grant's  business  was  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  believe  he 
said  he  wanted  me  to  go  to  the  country. 

Q.  And  you  called  on  him  at  his  hotel  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  British  hotel  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  some  conversation  with  him  about  the  election  ? — A.  No,  not  there. 

Q.  I  beg  pardon  ?— A.  Not  there. 

Q.  Before  you  went  to  the  country  ?— A.  Yes,  I  had  some  conversation  with  him. 
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Q.  And  eventually  yon  went  with  bim  to  call  on  Tobin  the  poll  clerk  and 
Lawson  the  domtineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  call  also  on  Chisholm  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  call  on  Chisholm.     Did  you  call  you  see  Mr.  Dancy  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  call  to  see  Mr.  Dancy  ?— A.  I  don't  know,  I'm  sure. 

Q.  He  didn't  want  to  ? — A.  He  never  said  to  cull  on  him  or  anything.  I  believe 
Dancy's  name  was  mentioned,  I  do  not  know  just  what  it  was.  I  remember  him 
moTitioning  Mr.  Dancy's  name  i^oroe  way,  but  I  do  not  remember  what  it  was  about. 

Q.  No,  at  all  events  you  didn't  go  to  see  bim  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  "Dancy  was  away  or  did  he  know  ?— A.  No.  I  didn't  tell 
him  Huch  a  thmg.    I  don't  know  now  as  a  fact  that  he  i-^. 

Q.  You  called  with  Mr.  Grant  to  see  no  one  else  besidas  the  two  you  have 
named  ?— A.  We  called  to  see  Mr.  Horton. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Horton  ? — A.  Town  clerk,  no  town  treasurer. 

Q.  To^n  treasurer.  They  dietcussed  municipal  affairs  or  election  affairs  ? — 
A.  I  do  not  think  so;  he  wasn't  there  more  than  a  minute. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  He  did  not  call  to  see  Mr.  Seager  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  while  I  was  with  him. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  aware  that  the  counterfoil  should  be  destroyed  ? — A.  I  really 
didn't  know.  I  was  green  as  a  scrutineer  and  didn't  know  whether  they  had  to  be 
dobtroyed  or  not. 

Q.  You  had  seen  them  put  in  the  pockets  before,  I  suppose  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  had  ? — A.  No,  I  had  not. 

Q.  Didn't  it  strike  you  as  unusual  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not  know  as  a  fact  what  we 
had  to  do  with  them. 

Q.  You  had  never  seen  this  done  before  ? — A.  No,  I  had  not. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  I  would  just  like  to  ask  you,  Mr.  McEvoy,  how  long  before  you  went  to  your 
dinner  was  it  before  you  saw  the  deputy  returning  officer  using  a  pen  marking  ballots? 
—A.  It  would  be  probably  half  an  hour. 

Q.  Half  an  hour  ?  You  got  there  about  nine  o'clock  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  about  a  quarter 
to  ten. 

Q.  About  a  quarter  to  ten,  and  you  went  to  your  dinner  about  ? — A.  It  was  after 
twelve. 

Q.  After  twelve.  So  that  it  would  be  between  ten  and  the  time  after  twelve 
when  you  went  to  your  dinner  that  you  saw  him  using  the  pen? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  there  that  the  poll  clerk  said  ?  I  didn't  quite  catch  that  answer  you 
said  *'  I  heard  the  poll  clerk  say  to  him —  "  and  then  I  left  a  blank  in  my  notes  ? — 
A.  Ho  said  something  to  him  about  tearing  the  paper  with  a  pen. 

Q.  About  tearing  the  paper  with  a  pen  ? — A.  When  he  was  marking  them. 

Q.  The  ballot  paper  you  mean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tearing  the  ballot  paper  with  a  pen.  Are  you  able  to  tell  how  many  ballots 
he  bad  marked  with  a  pen  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Q.  But  yon  have  a  distinct  recollection  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  spoke  about  this  marking  ballots  with  a  pen  half  an  hour  before  you 
wont  10  lunch.    Did  he  mark  more  than  one  ballot  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  Was  it  on  that  occasion  that  lie  spoke  about  tearing  the  paper  with  a  pen  ? — 
'A.  It  was  on  the  occasion  when  I  borrowed  a  lead  pencil. 

Q.  That  was  about  half  an  hour  before  you  went  to  lunch  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  saw  him  use  the  pen  once  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  will  not  say  more  than  once? — A.  No,  nir. 

Q.  And  on  that  occasion  he  spoke  of  its  tearing  the  paper  ? — No  answer. 

Mr.  Bbitton. — ^He  didn't  say  that. 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q,  Didn't  you  tell  me  that  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir,  it  was  the  poll  clerk.  Did  you  under 
stand  I  meant  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? 

Q.  I  was  speaking  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  It  was  the  poll  olerk 
that  spoke  to  me  about  his  tearing  the  paper  with  a  pen. 

Q.  It  was  the  poll  clerk  ? — A.  Tes,  it  was  the  poll  clerk  that  made  the  remark 
to  me.  ' 

Q.  But  it  was  on  the  occasion  of  your  borrowing  the  lead  pencil  that  this  re- 
mirk  occurred? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  about  half  an  hour  before  you  went  to  lunch  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  withdrew. 


Henry  Zoellnbb  recalled : 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  have  forgotten  your  name  again.  It  is  a  German  name,  what  is  it?— A. 
Z')ellner. 

Q.  I  wanted  to  ask  you  before  you  finished  your  examination,  you  understand 
that  you  are  on  oath — if  you  don't  happen  to  understand  me  thoroughly,  just  ask  rae 
ni^ain.  I  want  to  ask  you  whether  since  you  voted  at  the  election  you  told  anybody 
\t>u  had  voted  for  Holmes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  be  careful  before  you  answer,  because  I  may  have  to  call 
witnesses  here  in  the  matter,  you  understand  that? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  know. 

Q.  Whether  you  told  any  pei*son  that  you  voted  at  the  election  for  Holmes, 
now  before  you  answer  think  over  it  and  see  you  answer  right.  Are  you  able  to 
hwear  you  did  not? — A*  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  anybody  or  did  you  tell  anybody  ? — A.  Not  to  the  best  of  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  That  is  the  best  you  can  say  about  it  ?-~A.  That  is  the  best  I  can  say  about 
it. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say  was  with  you  when  you  returned  from  the  poll  ? — A.  Mr. 
Bogie. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  same  waggon  or  carriage  with  Chisholm  and  Anderson? — A« 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Well  you  returned  from  the  poll  with  Chisholm  and  Anderaon,  didn't  you  ? 
A.  I  returned  from  the  poll  with  Mr.  Chisholm  up  to  the  church. 

Q.  And  who  was  with  you  and  Chisholm  at  that  time? — A,  There  was  no  body 
with  us. 

Q.  I  thought  you  mentioned  the  name  of  another  person? — A.  That  was  after 
I  voted  and  we  were  up  to  the  church  and  Mr.  Bogie  came — that  is  my  neighbour— 
and  I  asked  him  if  he  would  return  home  straight  when  he  voted  and  Mr.  Chisholm 
turned  and  went  down  to  the  poll  again. 

Q.  How  far  is  the  poll  from  the  church  ? — A.  About  forty  rods. 

Q.  Well  between  the  poll,  returning  to  the  church  was  anybody  with  you  bat 
Chisholm?— -A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  What  is  the  name  of  the  other  man  that  went  up  to  the  poll  with  you  and 
Chisholm? — A,  Dan  McLeod. 

Q.  That  is  it,  I  have  called  him  Anderson.  Did  you  see  McLeod  after  the  poll? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  Chisholm  you  drove  back  with  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Chisholm  at  any  time  you  have  voted  for  Holmes  or  polled 
your  vote  for  Holmes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  You  did  not?-.A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Aod  as  far  as  you  recolieot  you  didn*t  tell  anybody? — A.  No,  sir,  nor  told 
Mr.  McLean  either. 

Q-  You  didn't  tell  anybody  ? — A.  It  might  be  a  long  time  after. 

Q.  Yoa  say  a  long  time  after? — A.  I  might  say  I  voted  for  MoLean. 

Q.  How  long  after  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect  how  long  after  the  voting.  There 
were  some  men  speaking  to  me,  but  I  don't  recollect  who  they  were. 

Q.  After  the  vote  was  over  some  men  spoke  to  you  and  asked  you  how  yoa 
voted  but  you  don't  recollect  who  they  were  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  this? — A.  In  Goderich. 

Q.  You  think  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  you  mean  to  tell  the  Committee  you  cannot  recollect  who  these 
parties  were? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  ? — A.  Not  just  now. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  (Quysboro')  : 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  then  who  you  voted  for  when  they  spoke  to  you  ? — A. 
A.  I  told  them  then  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  And  you  voted  for  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  the  men  you  told  that  to  ? — A.  I  almost  think  I 
told  that  to  Mr.  Glazier. 

Q.  Was  that  in  Goderich?— A.  No,  that  was  down  in  Dunlop. 

Q.  But  in  Goderich? -A.  Well 

Q.  Now,  didn't  you  keep  it  a  secret  for  a  long  time  after  the  election  ? — A. 
Veil,  I  didn't  keep  it  a  secret 

Q.  fiat  you  didn't  tell  anybody, you  have  kept  your  own  counsel? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  want  your  neighbours  to  know? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  keep  it  to  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  didn't  tell  anybody  till  you  signed  that  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  didn't  tell  anybody? — A.  Except  Mr.  GJazier,  to  the  best  of  my  know- 
ledge. 

^  You  don't  remember  telling  anybody  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  don't  remember  telling  Chisholm  you  were  going  to  vote  for  Holmes 
iud  free  corn  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  As  u  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Zoellner,  you  did  vote  for  McLean ;  you  have  already 
told  06  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  telling  anybody  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  The  only  one  you  can  recoUeet  is  Mr.  Glazier  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A  He  lives  in  Dunlop. 
Q.  And  you  told  him  you  voted  for  McLean  ?  —A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  {Ghayshoro')  : 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  the  election ? — A.  I  don't  remember,  it  might  bo  a 
week  and  it  might  be  two  weeks. 

Q.  And  how  did  it  happen  you  told  him? — A.  Well,  he  keeps  a  tavern  there 
tod  I  came  past  from  the  town  and  told  him. 

Q.  You  bad  a  drink  together  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  told  him  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  remember  distinctly  telling  him  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  until  you  signed  the  paper  you  never  told  any  but  him  ? — A.  No,  KJr, 

(^  And  you  don't  say  you  didn't  tell  somebody  you  voted  for  Holmes? — A, 
Xo,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  don't  remember  ? — A.  I  never  said  I  voted  for  Holmes, 
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Q.  You  don't  remember? — A.  Well,  I  say  I  could  almost  swear  lo  it  that  I 
never  voted  for  Holmes. 

By  Mr.  McClure : 

Q.  When  Chisholm  was  taking  yon  to  the  poll  did  he  ask  you  to  vote  for 
Holmes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  in  the  stable? — A.  Well,  he  might  have  spoken  to  me;  he  had  one  of 
them  papers  that  came  out,  I  think,  from  Mr.  Taylor;  Mr.  Taylor  and  Saundei-s  is 
his  name  made  a  speech ;  be  said  he  had  writings  there  and  he  said  Mr.  McLean 
was  against  the  farmer  and  he  said  "  you  surely  would  not  vote  for  a  man  like 
that." 

Q.  And  what  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  said  I  would  vote  for  whom  I  liked. 

By  Mr,  Britton  : 
Q.  Can  you  read  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Russell : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  said  last  to  Mr.  Fiaser  a  while  ago? — A.  Well, 
he  was  asking  me  if  1  spoke  to  anybody  that  I  voted  for  Mr.  Holmes? 

Q.  And  your  answer  was  ? — A.  I  said  I  didn't ;  I  didn't  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Well,  I  misunderstood  you,  I  understood  you  to  say  you  could  almost  swear 
you  didn't  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  what  I  said. 

Q.  Your  words  wei'e  you  could  almost  swear  to  it  that  you  never  voted  for  Mr. 
Holmes?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  almost  swear  that  you  never  voted  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  I  suppose  from  that ? — A.  I  say  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  thai 

I  never  voted  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax) : 

Q.  You  told  me  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  There  is  no  doubt  about  that  ?— A»  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  you  meant  was  that  yon  almost  could  swear  you  never  said  to  any- 
body you  voted  lor  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  almost  swear  you  never  said  you  voted  for  Holmes? — A.    No,  sir 

Witness  discharged. 


James  Eeid  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  Mr.  Eeid,  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Godench  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  tax  collector,  assessor  and  street  inspector,  I  think,  for  that  town? 
—A.  Yen. 

Q.  Your  office  is  in  the  town  hall  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  is  a  little  sketch  of  the  second  floor  of  the  town  hall  in  which  your 
office  is  situated  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  **  A"  represents  your  office;  the  council  chamber  is  so  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  this?— A.  That  is  a  small  room  that  is  used. 

Q.  Of  no  importance  in  this  connection? — A.  Well  they  used  it  for  counting 
the  ballots. 

Q.  "B"  is  that  small  chamber?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  ** C"  is  where  the  councillors  sit? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  this  the  place  where  the  table  was  ? — A,  No,  that  is  whei*6  the  Mayor  sits. 
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Q.  And  *'  D  "  is  a  hall  and  stairway  loading  down  below  ?— A.  Yes,  the  entrance 
is  here  you  see. 

Q.  You  remember  the  election  on  the  2l8t  of  February  last? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q^  The  poll  was  held  on  this  floor  of  the  town  hall  which  is  represented  by  this 
sketch?— A.  Yee. 

Q.  And  the  deputy  returning  officer  was  James  Parr?-T-A.  Yee. 

Q.  Where  did  he  sit  ? — A.  Inside  the  table  there. 

Q.  Near  where  **  C  "  is  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  where  "  C  "  is  marked. 

Q.  And  the  voters  came  straight  up  and  went  into '*B"  and  marked  it  and 
came  owt  and  gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Were  you  not  there?— -A.  No,  1  was  in  once. 

Q.  Did  you  know  how  the  voters  went? — A.  No,  I  was  only  in  for  a  minute. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr,  Parr  that  day  ? — A.  Yes,  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  walking  around  at  all,  around  the  hall? — A.  Well,  he  came 
into  my  office  a  couple  of  times. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  out  of  doors  at  all  during  the  day? — A.  I  met  him  once 
downstaira. 

Q,  Between  nine  o'clock  in  the  rooming  and  five  in  the  afternoon  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  the  hours  of  polling? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  yon  pick  anything  up  in  the  hall  that  day? — A.  Yes,  I  picked  up  some 
pieces  of  paper,  a  baHot. 

Q.  Show  me  about  where  you  picked  them  up  ? — A.  Under  the  window  in  the 
hall. 

Q.  Under  the  window  in  the  hall  ? — ^A.  Yes,  on  the  floor. 

Q.  Well,  just  put  a  little  mark  there  there  where  it  was  ? 

Witness  marked  the  diagram. 

Q.  You  put  the  mark  right  there  ? — A.  Yes,  right  there. 

Q.  You  picked  up  some  paper  about  the  point  marked  (E)  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  picking  them  up  could  you  tell  what  ihey  were ;  what  they  had  been  ? 
—A.  I  thought  it  was  a  ballot  when  I  picked  it  up,  and  I  asked  the  young  man 
who  was  standing  there  what  the  ballots  were  doing  out  there. 

Q.  Who  was  present  there? — A.  Mr.  Martin. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  Hamilton. 

Q.  Does  he  reside  at  Groderich  ? — ^A.  Not  now. 

Q.  Where  does  he  reside  now  ? — ^A.  Detroit,  I  think ;  I  am  not  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  put  the  pieces  together? — A.  I  opened  them  up  and  put  them 
together  as  well  as  I  could  on  a  piece  of  paper. 

Q.  They  were  torn  up  in  such  a  way  that  you  could  arrange  them  as  they  had 
been  before  it  was  torn  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  whether  it  was  a  marked  ballot  or  not? — A.  It  had  marks 
on  it. 

Q.  It  was  a  marked  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  was  it  marked  ? — A.  It  was  marked  in  the  disc  opposite  Mr. 
McLean's  name. 

Q.  What  did  Hamilton  Martin  say  about  it? — A.  He  didn't  say  anything. 

Sir  Louis  Davies  objected  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.'  He  was  the  Liberal  scrutineer,  I  think  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  picked  it  up  in  his  presence? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  pieces  after  taking  them  to  your  office  ? — A.  I 
put  them  to<;ether  on  a  piece  of  paper  and  well,  when  1  was  leaving  I  just  put  the 
paper  in  a  drawer,  and  left  it  in  our  office  all  night. 

Q.  Yes.  Was  your  office  locked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Next  morning  did  you  discover  anything  further? — A.  I  found  some  pieces 
of  ballots  next  morning  in  the  polling  booth. 

Q.  Where  on  the  plan  ? — A.  Just  here. 

Q.  Near  where?— A,  At  the  right  of  "C." 

Q.  Where  the  deputy  returning  officer  had  been  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  What  did  you  do  with  them? — A.  I  put  them  in  an  envelope  and  gave  them 
to  Mr.  Hayes. 

Q.  Before  giving  them  to  Mr.  Hayes  where  did  yon  keep  them  ? — ^A.  In  the  office. 

Q.  Did  you  put  them  in  the  drawer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  Bee  Hayee  that  morning? — A.  I  saw  him  the  morning  after  the 
election. 

Q.  Was  it  the  morning  after  the  election  you  picked  them  up  ? — A.  These 
pieces  inside? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  morning  you  met  Hayes? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  E.  C.  Hayes,  barrister  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  after  you  picked  the  pieces  up?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  you  had  picked  the  pieces  up? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  had 
picked  up  a  hallot  and  I  said  yes. 

Q.  lou  went  with  him  to  the  office? — A.  Yes,  and  I  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  gave  him  the  pieces  of  the  ballots  you  picked  up  the  day  before  7 — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  anything  else  ? — A.  I  gave  him  all  I  had. 

Q.  The  pieces  you  picked  up  that  morning  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Subsequently  you  were  at  Hayes  office  and  signed  this  memoranda  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  observe  that  this  ballot  had  the  initials  "  J.F."  t)n  it? — A.  Yes,  Mr. 
Hayes  show^  it  to  me. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayes  pointed  it  out  to  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  pieces  of  ballot  which  are  not  marked  No.  2  were  in  the  same  condi- 
tion  when  you  gave  them  to  Hayes  as  they  were  when  you  picked  them  up? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  nothing  to  them.    You  didn't  put  any  mark  on  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  these  pieces  of  ballot  that  you  picked  up  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd 
in  the  same  condition  when  you  gave  them  to  Mr.  Hayes  as  they  were  when  yon 
picked  them  up? — A.  Yen,  sir, 

Q.  You  put  no  mark  on  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  picked  these  pieces  of  ballot  up  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st,  did 
you  show  them  to  Martin,  do  you  remember  ? — A.  No,  nothing  more  than  I  asked 
him  what  they  were  doing  there. 

Q.  About  what  time  in  the  day  was  it  you  picked  these  pieces  up  ? — A.  It  would 
be  between  half  past  four  and  five. 

Q.  Before  giving  to  Mr.  Hayes  the  pieces  which  you  had  picked  up  on  the 

.^ /..._-  «._.  u-j  _^Q^  examined  the  back  of  them?— A.  No. 

ined  the  back  of  them  ? — A.  No,  I  hadn't  looked  at  the 

ies : 

tf r.  Reid  ?— A.  Not  there. 

%g  that  day? — A.  Not  at  that  polling  subdivision. 

in  thut  polling  booth  at  all? — A.  No. 

ly  able  to  assume  that  the  voters  went  into  that  room  ? — 

w  where  the  deputy  returning  officer  was  sitting. 

aw? — A.  Yes. 

.Ise?— A.  No. 

iply  presumption,  that  is  all  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

1  vote? — A.  I  voted  afler  dinner. 

?-A.  Yes. 

ed  in  the  other  end  of  the  town. 

ative? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

I  go  back  to  the  office  after  voting  ?     I  just  want  to  identify 

ip  if  I  can  ? — A.  It  would  be  about  half-past  one  or  two 

;  around  your  office,  I  suppose,  more  or  less,  attending  to 
in  the  office  most  of  the  afternoon. 
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Q.  You  say  your  office  is  in  Ihe  other  end  of  the  floor  where  the  poll  was  ? — 
A.  Tee. 

Q.  How  many  feet  would  it  be  ?    Across  the  hall  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Some  time  during  the  day  Farr  would  be  in  your  office? — A.  Yes,  a  couple 
of  times. 

Q.  [  suppose  there  would  betimes  when  the  people  would  not  be  voting? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  about  that  time  you  discovered  this  paper  or  was  it  when  you  wont 
to  vote  in  the  morning? — A.  Oh,  1  didn't  get  that  until  half-past  five. 

Q.  It  was  before  that  vou  saw  Farr  ? — A.  Oh,  ye8. 

Q.  And  there  was  nothing  transpired  during  the  day  to  which  you  wish  to  call 
attention,  only  at  half-past  five  when  you  picked  up  these  pieces  ? — A.  That  is  the 
only  thing. 

C^.  Who  was  with  you  when  you  picked  it  up? — A.  Martin  was  there. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  He  was  the  outnide  scrutineer. 

Q.  Oh,  he  was  the  outside  scrutineer? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  he  was  standing  in  his  pi-oper  place?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  outside  scrutineer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  picked  up  some  papers  on  the  floor? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  pieces  were  there  altogether? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  pasted  them  together,  you  ought  to  know? — A.  No,  I  didn't 
paste  them. 

Q.  The  pieces  of  paper  you  picked  up  you  can't  tell  me  how  many  pieces  there 
were  altogether  in  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  form  any  idea  ? — A.  No,  I  haven't  any  idea. 

Q.  But  whatever  was  the  number  of  pieces,  you  gave  them  to  this  gentleman, 
Mr.  Hayes?— A.  Yes,  I  gave  them  to  Mr.  Hayes. 

Q.  When  ?— A.  The  next  day. 

Q,  The  next  day  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  thought  it  was  some  great  discovery,  I  suppose? — A.  Well,  it  went  all 
around  town  like  wiid  fire  that  pieces  of  the  ballot  had  been  picked  up. 

Q.  It  was  quite  a  sensation  I  suppose,  a  lot  of  talk? — A.  They  had  it  that  there 
wore  eight  or  ten  picked  up  at  one  lime  I  think. 

Q.  Did  they  all  examine  them  ? — A.  No,  the  rumour  was  that  there  were  eight 
or  ten  ballots  picked  up. 

Q.  Did  any  one  come  to  sec  it  that  day? — A.  No,  there  was  three  or  four  men 
in  the  office  when  I  went  in  and  took  it  in  with  me. 

Q.  And  did  you  announce  the  prize  you  had  discovered? — A.  No,  I  put  it 
together  as  well  as  I  could,  all  the  pieces  ot  papers,  and  looked  at  it. 

Q.  Having  done  this  you  ought  to  be  able  to  give  us  some  idea  on  your  oath 
how  many  pieces  of  paper  there  were  ? — A.  No,  1  can't  tell. 

Q.  Weil,  I  won't  press  you  if  you  can't  tell.  This  is  the  document,  I  suppose  ? 
—A.  It  looks  like  it,  but  it  is  dirty. 

Q.  Oh,  that  is  a  bird  of  another  colour? — A.  Well,  I  wouldn't  like  to  swear  it, 
it  wasn't  in  that  shape  when  I  gave  it  to  him,  it  was  clean  then. 

Q,  And  now  it  is  pretty  dirty  and  straggly? — A.  It  looks  like  it. 

Q.  Well,  I  suppose  they  all  look  pretty  much  alike.  Does  one  of  these  ballots 
with  what  is  called  the  rough  edge,  look  here  pretty  nearly  the  same,  that  is  that  if 
this  broken  piece  was  in  its  proper  place  this  would  be  a  straight  edge? — A.  I  sup- 
pose it  would. 

Q.  What  I  mean  is  that  it  is  not  a  jagged  edge  like  some  of  the  others.  I  do 
not  know  whether  you  saw  all  the  other  ballots  or  not? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  There  are  two  classes  of  ballots  here,  one  called  the  ragged  edge  and  the 
other  the  straight  edge.  What  I  mean  by  straight  edges  was  that  it  would  be  straight 
like  this?— A.  That  would. 

Q.  Like  all  of  these  one  with  another? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  lower  one  has  a  little  bit  of  a  jag  in  it  like  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  of  this  class  of  ballot?— A.  Yes,  it  looks  very  much  like  it.  I 
gness  it  is. 
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Q.  Ab  far  as  the  straight  edge  is  coDcerned  and  the  jagged  edge  below  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  These  were  the  fourteen  that  I  was  calling  his  attention  to  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  this  was  initialled  ?  Will  you  show  me  where? 
— A.  It  has  a  little  piece  torn  off  and  underneath  that,  1  didn't  paste  that  part  of  it 
down. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  will  you  attempt  to  tell  me  to  swear  what  these  initials  are,  what 
these  marks  are  underneath  there.     Do  you  wear  gias^es  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  these  marks  and  tell  me  what  you  swear  they  are  ? — A.  I 
won't  say  what  1  swear  ihey  are.     They  look  like  "  J.F." 

Q.  You  have  talked  about  them  before  ?— -A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Hayes  didn't  call  your  attention  to  it  ? — A.  He  showed  me  the  initials. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  don't  understand  me  ? — A.  1  have  not  spoken  to  anybody 
about  it. 

Q,  You  didn't  call  Mr.  Hayes'  attention  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  he  called  your  attention  to  the  initials  which  he  said  were  "  J.  F." — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  would  not  pledge  your  oath  it  was  '*  J.  F."  ? — A.  It  may  be  something 
else.    It  looks  like  "  J.  F." 

Q.  Will  you  show  mo  which  is  "  J"  and  which  is  the  "  F"  ?— A.  Thai  is  the 
"  J." 

Q.  It  is  more  like  a  cro^s  ?  What  is  that  up  there?  That  is  more  like  a  cross? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  you  begin  a  "  J."  with  a  cross  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  asked  him  in  the  first  place  whether  the  peculiar  leiter  he  calls  J  had  not 
a  cross  on  it  ?     What  is  your  answer  ? — A.  I  say  it  looks  like  a  cross. 

Q.  I  asked  him  again  whether  the  top  of  the  ether  single  mark  which  you  say 
made  up  an  *•  F"  is  not  also  a  cross  ? — ^A.  Certainly  it  is. 

Q.  Certainly  it  is.  The  top  of  this  one,  irf  there  not  a  distinct  clear  definite 
cross  at  the  head  of  that  line  you  call  an  **  F  "  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  is  not  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  is  there  any  turn,  of  any  kind  or  description  at  the  foot  there,  of 
the  line  which  you  say  may  be  a  '*  J"  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  way  does  it  turn  ?— A,  To  the  left. 

Q.  You  say  to  the  left.  Doesn't  it  run  down  as  far  as  the  page  is  torn  in  a 
straiffht  line  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  does  not  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well  the  committee  can  see  for  themselves.  Is  there  a  line  running  across 
it  like  a  cross,  an  ordinary  cross  at  the  the  top  ? — A.  It  runs  straight  and  then  down. 

Q.  In  the  whole  of  your  living  experience  had  you  ever  seen  another  "J"  that 
is  made  like  that  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  because  the  other  line  is  not  down  there. 

Q.  You  never  saw  any  J  made  in  that  shape.  Now,  Mr.  Hayes  in  the  first 
place  told  you  it  was  "  J.  F."  ?— A.  He  didn't  tell  me  it  was  "  J.  F."  He  said  Farr's 
initials  were  on  it. 

Q.  He  said  Farr's  initials  were  on  it  and  they  are  what? — A.  "J.  F.'* 

Q.  And  so  you  reached  the  conclusion  what  it  is?  Now  I  just  ask  you  to  look 
there  at  this  ballot.  Will  you  swear  that  second  letter  there  is"F?" — A.  No,  I 
havn't  sworn  that  it  is  that  yet. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 
Q.  What  did  he  say  ?— A.  No,  it  looks  like  "  F." 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  What  does  he  say  ?— A.  I  said  it  looks  like  ''  F." 

Q.  Whatever  it  may  be  we  will  have  to  examine  and  do  the  best  we  can  ?— A. 
Look  at  his  initials  on  the  other  ballots  and  you  will  see  how  he  makes  them.  I 
have  seen  quite  a  bit  of  his  writing. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  IQ7 

Q.  You  OADDOt  recollect  how  maDy  piecee  ?  Can  you  tell  me  the  man  who 
pasted  all  the  pieces  yoa  gave  him  on  that  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  that  the  day  following  the  election  at  or  about  eleven  yoa  gave  him 
the  pieces  you  had  found  at  the  head  of  the  stair,  and  also  the  other  pieces  you 
found  where  ? — A.  In  the  polling  booth. 

Q.  Can  you  say  how  many  pieces  you  found  in  th^  polling  booth  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  i>id  you  attempt  to  put  together  the  pieces  you  found  in  the  polling  booth  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  Fay  whether  they  made  a  ballot  or  not  ? — A.  No,  1  cannot. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hayes  tell  j'ou  he  had  made  a  discovery  after  he  got  them  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  all  the  pieces  since  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  have  you  seen  them  since? — ^A.  Mr.  Hayes'  office. 

Q.  How  long  after  you  gave  them  to  Mr.  Hayes? — A.  Oh,  it  will  be  some  days 
afterwai*ds. 

Q.  Some  days  afterwards.  Had  Hayes  got  them  into  shape  at  that  time  ? 
How  wore  they,  in  iho  same  envelope? — A.  Yes,  sir,  the  same  envelope. 

Q.  Where  were  they  then  ? — A.  He  got  them  out  with  this.  He  intended  me 
to  put  a  memo,  on  this. 

Q.  The  paper  was  then  in  the  same  shape  as  it  is  now,  and  he  wanted  you  to 
pat  a  memo,  on  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  shape  were  they  in? — A.  Still  in  the  envelope  I  guess. 

Q.  And  nothing  had  been  made  out  of  these  other  pieces  ? — A.  Nothipg  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  learned  since  if  they  have  made  anything  out  of  those  pieces? — 
A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  how  many  pieces  they  made  out  of  them  the  second  time  ? 
-A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Yoa  can  give  me  some  idea,  the  committee  some  idea,  of  how  may  pieces? — 
A.  I  cannot  give  you  any  idea  because  I  picked  them  up  in  my  hand  you  know. 

Q.  Here  is  an  official  return  signed  by  James  Farr  and  it  says  there  were 
destroyed  at  that  poll  two  ballots.  Were  there  more  pieces  than  would  be  made  out 
of  two  ballots  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  I  am  sure. 

Q.  You  do  not  knDW? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  would  you  like  to  swear  about  that? — A.  I  would  not  swear. 

Q.  If  two  ballots  were  torn  up  and  destroyed  there  would  be  nothing  singular 
in  finding  them  there? — A.  No,  there  would  not. 

By  Mr,  Boy  den: 

Q.  You  can  see  the  top  of  the  *'F."  here  coming  from  the  left  to  the  right  cannot 
yoa?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  see  the  straight  mark  down  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  the  cross  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  whole  of  the  **  J  "  does  not  seem  to  be  there  ? — A.  It  is  not  all  there. 

Q.  Bui  there  is  the  straight  down  mark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  you  call  a  cross  up  here.  It  would  seem  to  me  to  be  a  crease  in  the 
paper? — A.  No,  I  think  it  is  a  mark. 

(j.  You  think  it  is  a  pencil  mark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  didn't  count  the  pieces  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Either  of  the  ballot  you  picked  up  on  the  2l8t  or  of  the  pieces  which  you 
picked  up  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  ? — ^A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  count  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  For  that  reason  you  are  unable  to  state  how  many  pieces  there  were  ? — A. 
Yes,  I  do  not  know  how  many  pieces. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  not  the  same,  that  these  pieces 
are  not  the  same  pieces  ? — A.  No,  I  haven't  any  reason  to  believe  they  are  not. 
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Q.  Yoa  have  no  reason  to  believe  they  are  not  the  same.    That  is  alL 
No  answer. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Are  you  active  in  politics? — A.  No,  I  am  not. 

Q.  Do  you  attend  meetings? — A.  I  do  sometimes. 

Q.  Did  you  in  this  last  election,  meetin/^s  for  McLean  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  on  any  committee? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  were  the  outside  men  that  came  into  Goderich  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  anybody  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know  to  my  own  knowledge. 

Q.  To  your  own  knowledge.  But  was  it  well  known  in  Goderich  that  tnere 
were  outside  men  there  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I  understand  there  was  a  man  named 
Sullivan  and  a  man  named  Smith  was  there. 

Q.  For  McLean? — A.  Oh,  no,  no. 

Q.  I  mean  outsiders  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  I  am  sure. 

Q.  Was  it  not  well  known  that  there  wore  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it 

Q.  And  you  didn't  hear  of  anybody  that  was  there  as  organizer  for  ImsLein? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Where  you  picked  up  the  ballot  you  say  the  outside  scrutineer  for 
Holmes  was  there?     Who  was  he  ? — A.  Mr.  Martin. 

Q.  Who  was  the  outside  scrutineer  for  Mr.  McLean? — A.  There  was  a  man  by 
the  name  of  ftobertnon. 

Q.  Who  else?— A.  That  is  all  I  think. 

Q.  Were  he  and  Mr.  Martin  over  the  same  ground  ?— A.  There  were  up  and 
down  the  stairs  and  round  in  the  hall. 

Q.  It  was  just  as  much  the  place  for  the  outside  scrutine^'r  for  McLean  stayed 
or  was  as  where  the  outside  scrutineer  for  Homes  stood? — A.  Yes,  just  as  much. 

Q.  And  this  might Ju»t  as  well  have  been  brought  there  by  McLean's  scrutineer 
as  anybody  else  ? — A.  Cfertainly, 

Q.  By  anybody  going  in  and  out? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  it  is  a  ballot  at  all  it  might  be  a  ballot  that  McLean  had  for  purposes 
of  his  own  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  Of  course  you  don't  but  it  might  be  so  far  as  locality  is  concerned.  You 
only  know  of  one  outside  scrutineer  for  McLean  ? — A.  That  is  all  there  was  I  think. 

Q.  That  is  all  there  was.    Do  you  know  his  first  name  ? — A.  John. 

Q.  EobertRon  or  Bobinsoc  ? — A.  Kobertson. 

Q.  What  is  he  ? — A.  A  Conservative. 

Q,  But  in  profession  or  business? — A.  A  stonecutter. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  W.  Hunter  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

'Q.  Your  name  please  ? — A.  John  W.  Hunter. 

Q.  What  place  ?— A.  Colborne. 

Q.  Colborne? — A.  Colborne. 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  ? — A.  Farmer. 

Q.  Mr.  Hunter,  you  reside  in  Colborne? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  which  was  held  on  the  21st  of  Feb- 
ruary, 1899,  for  the  west  riding  of  the  County  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 
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Q.  Donald  Cnmmings  ? — A.  Donald  Cammings. 

Q.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? — A.  CandidateB  for  what? 

Q.  At  that  election  ? — A.  Yon  mean  oanvassei'S. 

Q.  No  candidates,  the  two  men  who  were  running? — A.  Oh,  McLean  and 
Holmes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote?— A.  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Ton  put  a  mark  on  your  ballot,  what  kind  of  a  mark  was  it? — A.  It  was  a 
erosfi. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  it  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  kind  of  a  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  place  was  it? — A.  It  was  a  white  ring. 

Q.  It  was  a  white  ring? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Looking  at  one  of  these  ballots  you  put  your  cross  whore  ? — A.  I  put  it  here. 

Q.  In  that  circular  space  opposite  his  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — 
A.  I  returned  it  to  the  officer. 

Q.  To  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Mr.  Cumraings. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  &llot  which  you  had  received  from 
him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  took  place  when  you  gave  it  to  him  ? — A.  I  turned  around  to  speak 
to  another  party. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  what  he  did  with  ii  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  see  what  he  did  with 
it 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits: 

Q.  You  knew  what  he  ought  to  have  done? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  ought  he  to  have  done? — A.  Put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  What  box  ?— A.  The  ballot  box. 

Q.  That  was  alongside  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  You  were  near  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  reached  out  and  got  the  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  him  tearing  the  counterfoil  off?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't?— A.  I  can't  say  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  looking  on  besides  you,  the  scrutineers? — A.  I  think  McManus  was 
there. 

Q.  Representing  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  hadn't  much  question — ^you  knew  the  ballot  would  not  be  of  any  use 
unless  it  went  into  the  box  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  watch  him?— A.  No. 

Q.  Why  ?— A.  I  didn't  think  I  had  any  use. 

Q.  Had  you  any  reason  for  turning  away? — A.  No,  unless  to  speak  to  this  man. 

Q.  Who  did  you  speak  to? — A.  I  don't  remember  who  it  was, 

Q.  You  don't  remember? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  a  clear  recollection  of  what  took  place;  you  don't  remember 
who  you  spoke  to  and  you  only  remember  one  man,  McManus  in  the  room? — A. 
And  Cummings. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  And  the  clerk. 

Q.  Who  was  that  ?— A.  Michael  Tobin. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  the  other  officers  who  were  there  for  Holmes? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  perhaps  you  had  known  Mr.  Cummings  previously? — A. 
Certainly. 

ti.  Have  you  known  him  for  many  years? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  About  two  years. 

Q.  Any  business  relations? — A.  Yes,  sir,  a  little. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  must  have  had  confidence  in  him  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Absolute  confidence  that  he  would  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  had 
nothing  to  ihink  that  he  would  not  put  it  in. 

Q.  Nothing  to  induce  you  to  think  he  would  not  do  the  right  thing? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Nor  do  you  think  he  didn't  do  the  right  thing  now? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothing  to  make  you  think  he  was  crooked? — A.  Nothing  as  fax  as  I  am 
concerned. 

Q.  Have  you  voted  at  many  elections  there  ? — A.  Two. 

Q.  Are  yoQ  a  well  known  party  man  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  the  previous  Dominion  elections,  how  many  names  were  on  the  ballot 
paper  ? — A.  That  is  between  what  parties? 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  ran  at  the  previous  election  ? — A.  That  is  Beck  and 
Garrow. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  previous  election  when  McLean  ran? — A.  And  Porter? 

Q.  I  don't  know,  I  am  asking  you  ? — A.  I  remember  McLean  running. 

Q.  And  who  else?— A.  Wasn't  it  Porter  ? 

Q.  Don't  you  know,  I  am  asking  you  ? — A.  I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  two  ran? — A.  Let  me  think;  wasn't  there  an  indepen- 
dent man  there  ? 

Q.  I  don't  know;  don't  yon  know;  the  fact  is  you  don't  remember? — A.  I  think 
there  was  three. 

Q.  But  you  would  not  pledge  your  oath  to  it? — A.  I  would  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know,  sir,  how  the  names  were  arranged  on  that  ballot  paper? — 
A.  In  1896? 

Q.  I  just  asked  you  that  one  question,  do  you  remember  how  the  names  were 
arranged? — A.  I  could  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  yon  marked  opposite  the  first,  second  or  third 
name?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  like  to  say  where  you  marked  it  the  last  time? — A.  No,  sir, — 
Oh,  excuse  me,  what  did  you  nay? 

Q.  I  want  to  know  would  you  say  where  you  marked  it  the  last  time? — A.  I 
know  now  how  they  were  arranged,  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  that ;  have  you  seen  the  ballot  papers  since  you  marked  ?  — 
A.  I  seen  them  here. 

Q.  If  you  hadn't  seen  that  could  you  have  said? — A.  At  that  time  I  could  not. 

Q.  So  you  could  not  tell  me  whether  you  marked  it  at  the  top  or  the  bottom? — 
A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Are  you  absolutely  certain  there  was  a  round  or  square  disc  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Was  there  a  counterfoil  on  the  ballot  paper  that  you  got  from  the  returning 
officer  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  there  was  the  initial  of  the  returning  officer  on  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  nee  him  put  them  on  ? — A.  No,  I  could  not  say  but  I  know  they 
were  on. 

Q.  You  remember  seeing  them,  do  I  understand  you  ? — A.  Well,  whether  it 
was  before  I  voted  or  not  but  1  know  they  were  on. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  will  you  swear  whether  these  initials  were  on  the  counterfoil  or 
on  the  ballot  paper? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  tell  it  now. 

Q.  You  won't  swear? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  do  remember  receiving  the  paper,  going  behind  the  screen  and 
,  marking  it,  and  giving  it  back  to  Gummings? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  after  that  you  cannot  recollect  what  he  did  with  it  or  who  was  there 
for  Holmes? — A.  No,  not  Holmes. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  any  time  in  the  poll  after  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  men  were  in  the  apartment  ? — A.  Not  more  than  half  a  do£en  or 
perhaps  eight. 

Q.  Did  you  do  any  work  for  McLean? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  for  whom  you  voted? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  did  you  tell  ? — A.  I  told  my  neighbour  for  one. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? — A.  Mosher,  and  may  be  I  told  more. 

Q.  Did  you  see  McLean  afterwards  about  giving  him  a  statement? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  I  would  suppose  it  was  about  a  month  after. 

Q.  Now,  had  you  seen  McLean  between  the  election  and  that  day  ? — A.  Not  on 
that  business. 
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Q.  Had  you  spokeo  to  him  about  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  He  came  to  me  on  the  roadside. 

Q.  Who  was  with  him  ? — A.  This  lawyer,  M.  O.  Johnson. 

Q.  M.  O.  Johnson  was  with  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  say  ? — A.  Produced  the  papei*  and  asked  me  to  sign  it. 

Q.  Did  he  produce  a  Bible,  were  you  sworn  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  not? — A.  He  told  me  it  was  an  affidavit. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  it  was  not  an  affidavit;  will  you  swear  he  didn't  tell  you  it 
was  not  an  affidavit  ? — ^A,  I  told  you 

Q.  Well,  that  is  the  one  question  I  want  to  ask  you,  that  one  simple  question : 
will  you  on  your  oath  say  that  he  told  you  it  was  not  an  affidavit ;  the  one  question 
I  want  to  ask  you  is,  are  you  prepared  to  say  that  he  said  this  wasn't  an  affidavit? 
—A.  What  I  say  is  he  produced  a  paper  to  the  effect  that  this  was  an  affidavit  that 
I  voted  for  him  ;  does  that  satisfy  you  ? 

Q.  No,  it  does  not;  we  have  had  other  witnesses  who  told  us  that,  but  I  want  to 
get  this  from  you ;  will  you  swear  that  he  didn't  say  to  you  that  it  was  not  an  affi- 
davit?— A.  I  swear  that  he  said  it  was  an  affidavit. 

Q.  You  will  ? — A.  Yes,  it  was  a  paper  to  the  effect  that  I  voted  for  him. 

Q.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  you  voted  for  him  ;  I  quite  understand  that  part  and 
I  don't  ask  you  about  that;  I  ask  you  under  oath  this,  didn't  he  also  say  it  was  not 
an  affidavit  ? — A.  No,  he  didn't  say  it  wasn't  an  affidavit. 

Q.  Well,  then,  just  give  the  very  words  you  are  prepared  to  swear  he  did  say, 
or  are  you  prepared  to  swear  to  the  words  ? — A.  No,  I  am  not.  I  told  you  as  near 
as  1  know  the  words  he  did  say. 

Q.  You  are  giving  the  effect,  but  not  the  woi-ds  ? — A.  As  near  as  1  can. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  to  the  words  ? — A.  No»  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  Who  Bsed  the  word  "  affidavit  "  or  did  you  get  the  word  from  the  paper  just  as 
jon  read  it? — A.  No,  it  was  the  lawyer  man  who  read  the  paper,  he  used  the  word. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  May  he  have  stated  to  you  that  the  declaration  or  the  paper  which  you  were 
sigDing  was  of  the  same  effect  as  an  affidavit;  might  he  have  put  it  that  way? — A. 
I  think  probably  you  are  right  as  to  that. 

Q.  Yes,  you  told  Sir  JjouIh  Davies  that  you  couldn't  tell  if  you  had  not  looked 
at  the  ballot  whether  you  had  put  your  cross  at  the  top  or  bottom  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  that  you  put  your  mark  opposite  the  name  of  Mr. 
UcLean,  wherever  it  was? — A.  I  have  no  doubt. 

Q.  You  are  positive  alout  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  put  your  mark  in  the  circular  white  space  opposite  the  name  of  Mr. 
McLean. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  quite  clear  about  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  anybody  yesterday,  about  McLean 
telling  you  the  nature  of  that  paper  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  With  anybody  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  With  Mr.  Johnston  ?  Just  think  before  you  answer  me  ? — A.  I  have  heard 
several  remarks  about  Mr.  Johnston,  but  I  didn't  pay  any  particular  attention  to  it. 

Q.  Bemarks  made  by  whom  ? — A.  I  can't  say  who  they  were. 

Q.  Made  to  you  ? — A.  Not  especially  to  me.  I  was  not  spoken  to  about  Johnston, 
myself,  but  I  have  heard  it  remarked  ? 

Q.  What  did  you  hear  remarked? — A.  Nothing  of  any  account,  I  have  heard 
Mr.  Johnston's  name  mentioned. 
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Q.  I  want  to  ask  whether  he  has  been  talking  to  von  since  yon  came  to  Ottawa. 
—A.  Well. 

Q.  By  any  person  as  to  a  conversation,  McLean  or  any  person  with  him,  had 
with  you  at  the  time  he  gave  yon  the  paper  to  sign  ? — A.  Oh,  nf^. 

Q.  Will  yoQ  swear  that  nobody  since  yon  came  to  Ottawa  spoke  to  yon  npon 
that  subject  7 — A.  I  don't  remember  as  they  have. 

Q.  Are  yon  sore? — A.  1  don't  think  they  have,  I  am  almost  positive;  I  have 
heard  it  mentioned,  that  is  all. 

Q.  You  have  heard  it  mentioned  and  talked  of,  bat  not  directly  to  yon? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  it  said  it  to  you? — A.  It  was  parties  standing  beside  me. 

Mr.  Bsrden  objected  that  this  evidence  was  irrelevant. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  stated  that  some  witness  had  sworn  that  McLean  bad  told 
them  it  was  not  an  affidavit  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  that  n^entioned  at  all  ? — A.  No,  nothing  more  than  as  I 
say  I  merely  heard  the  name  mentioned,  that  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  What  name? — ^A.  Johnston's  name? 

Q.  I  was  not  asking  about  Johnston's  name,  but  I  asked  if  you  had  heai*d  it 
stated  that  McLean  had  told  some  witnesses  that  it  was  not  an  affidavit  ? — ^A.  I  did 
not  hear  such  a  thing. 

ByMr.RuMtll: 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  did  not  swear  to  it  and  did  nothing  further  than  to 
sign  your  name? — A-  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  read  to  you  or  read  by  you  7 — A.  It  was  i*ead  to  me. 

Witness  was  discharged. 

Mr.  BoBDSN. — I  intend  to  put  the  declaration  of  this  witness  in  evidence  subse- 
quently. 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  Sir  Louis  Davies  asked  queetiona 
of  the  witness. 


James  Taylor,  called  and  sworn. 

Mr.  BoRDSN. — ^This  witness  is  No.  13,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  Taylor  ? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Farmer. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron,  on  the 
21st  of  Februaiy,  18997— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  Dominion  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A.  Donald 
Cummings. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  Robert  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote? — A.  For  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  whom  did  yon  receive  a  ballot? — A.  From  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — ^A.  Either  an  ''  z  "  or  a  cross,  I  oan*l 
swear  which,  either  one  or  the  other. 

Q.  They  are  much  the  same? — A.  Very  much  the  same,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  it  opposite  whose  name? — A.  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  space  there  for  the  purpose  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  What  coloar  was  it?— A.  Wbite. 

Q.  And  the  shape? — A.  fionnd. 

Q.  Yoa  put  your  croan  in  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Show  me  on  that  ballot  where  yoa  put  your  cross  ?  Sight  there  in  the 
circular  white  space  opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Of  course,  it  was  not  that  ballot. 

Q.  But  in  the  ballot  delivered  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  folding  your  ballot,  Mr.  Taylor,  what  did  you  do  with  it  ?— A.  I  handed 
it  to  Mr.  CummingH. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
tod  which  you  had  marked? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  I  observed  that  he  took  it  anyway 
and  tore  off  a  part  of  it. 

Q.  Tore  off  what  is  called  the  counterfoil? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  ho  put  that  in  his 
pocket,  and  my  impression  is  he  put  the  other  part  of  it  in  the  balloi  box. 

Q.  That  is  as  far  as  you  could  observe  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  observe. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  there  any  length  of  time  ? — A  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

ByMr.RuMeU: 

Q.  You  stood  by  until  the  voting  was  ever  ? — A.  Which  voting  ? 

Q.  YouT  voting  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  you  went  out  ? — A.  I  went  out. 

Q.  And  you  looked  at  what  he  was  doing  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  took  more 
notice  in  his  putting  it  in  his  pocket  which  was  unusual  I  thought,  than  to  the  ballot. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  him  take  one  piece  off  and  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  You 
in  right ;  I  watched  because  it  was  unusual. 

Q.  And  you  watched  to  see  if  he  didn't  take  something  out  of  his  pocket  ? — A. 
I  didn't  think  anything  about  that. 

Q.  You  imagined  he  was  patting  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  You  didn't  imagine  he  was  going  to  bring  anything  else  out  of  his  pocket? 
-A.  Idon't  think  it. 

Q.  Yoa  looked  at  him  and  saw  his  hand  come  oat  of  his  pocket  again  ?  You  did 
■OK at  him;  you  told  us  you  did? — A.  I  did  look. 

Q.  You  saw  him  take  his  hand  out? — A.  I  didn't  see  anything. 

Q.  And  then  he  took  the  other  piece  and  folded  it  up  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  shape ;  put  two  or  three  folds  and  then  put  it  into  the  box  ? — ^A.  That  is 
vh&t  I  think. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  saw  ? — A.  1  saw  him  patting  the  piece  in  his  pocket. 

^  That  is  true,  but  you  saw  him  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  I  could  hardly 
be  looking  at  the  two  things. 

Q.  Ton  couldn't  look  at  his  pocket  and  his  hand  at  the  same  time  ? — A.  I  could 
not  veiy  well. 

Q.  You  did  look  at  his  hand  going  into  his  pocket  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Aod  watched  it  coming  out  again  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Tou  saw  it  coming  out  a  moment  ago;  you  told  me? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  saw  nothing  in  it  ? — A.  I  saw  nothing  in  it. 

Q.  And  then  you  saw  him  take  his  two  hands  and  fold  up  the  ballot  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  put  it  in  ?— A.  Well,  no,  sir,  I  didn't,  I  think. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  think  you  saw? — ^A.  That  is  what  I  think  I  saw. 

Q.  Ton  think  you  saw  him  fold  it  up  and  put  it  into  the  ballot  box? — A.  That 
•>*o. 

Q.  That  is  what  1  told  you  that  you  thought  you  saw  ? — A.  That  in  very  true. 
^  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  (Jummings  ? — A.  I  think  about  twenty-five 
ytsrs. 

Q.  Is  he  a  neighbour  of  yours? — A.  Yes,  he  lives  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile 
iway. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  about  twenty  yeare  ? — A.  More  than  that.   Twenty-five 
Q.  Twenty-five  years  ?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Does  he  bear  a  good  reputation  in  the  neigh boarhood  ? — A.  Very  good.  I 
never  heard  anything  against  him. 

Q.  When  this  was  all  over  some  days  after,  perhaps  some  weeks  after  yoa  made 
a  statement  in  writing  about  the  circumstances  of  voting  for  McLean? — A.  I 

Q.  You  signed  the  paper? — A.  I  signed  an  af&davit. 

Q.  It  was  not  an  affidavit  was  it? — A.  That  is  what  I  took  it  for. 

Q.  Why  did  you  take  it  for  that? — A.  Because  I  seen  the  writing  before  me. 

Q.  It  was  read  over  to  you  and  it  was  an  affidavit? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  knew  it  was  an  affidavit? — A.  Yes,  sir.  Mr,  Johnston  told  me  it 
was  an  affidavit. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  this  word  affidavit  applied  to  that  document? — A. 
It  was  on  the  paper,  sir,  that  I  signed. 

Q.  And  because  the  word  affidavit  was  on  that  paper  you  signed,  you  knew  it 
was  jin  affidavit  you  were  signing? — A.  Accoixiing  to  the  writings. 

Q.  And  if  the  word  affidavit  was  not  on  it,  you  would  have  no  reason  for  saying 
It  was  an  affidavit  ? — By  the  reading  of  it  you  say  it  was  an  affidavit ;  that  is  what 
you  say  ? — ^A.  I  signed  it  on  the  impression  that  I  was  taking  my  oath  that  I  voted 
for  Hobert  McLean. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  didn't  take  your  oath  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  pretty 
near  it. 

Q.  Did  you  take  your  oath  or  not  ? — A.  I  did  not  kiss  the  Bible. 

Q.  Was  thtjre  a  Bible  there  to  kiss  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hold  up  your  right  hand  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  say  "  oo  help  me  God  "  or  anything  like  that? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  told  it  was  an  affidavit? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  That  means  you  think  you  were  told  it  was  an  affidavit  when  it  was  not  an 
affidavit;  when  you  know  now  it  was  not? — A.  I  don't  know,  sir.  I  was  under  the 
impression  all  the  time  it  was  an  affidavit  I  signed. 

Q.  What  made  you  under  that  impression  ? — A.  It  was  on  the  paper  I  signed,! 
think. 

Q.  Oh,  well,  if  that  is  so,  we  will  let  it  go.'  If  it  wasn't  on  the  paper  that  it  was 
an  affidavit  you  wouldn't  have  any  reason  for  saying  it  was  ? — A.  I  don't  remember 
the  words  on  the  paper. 

Q.  If  it  was  an  affidavit  it  was  because  you  were  sworn  to  it  ?  If  it  was  an  affi- 
davit it  must  have  been  because  you  were  sworn  to  it,  was  it  not  ?  And  if  it  turns 
out  you  were  not  sworn  to  it,  I  ask  you  again  what  reason  you  had  for  thinking  it 
was  an  affidavit  that  you  signed  ? — A.  My  impression  is  that  it  was  really  told  me 
it  was  an  affidavit. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  had  that  impression  ? — A.  From  the  very  day  I  signed  it. 

Q.  Have  you  that  impression  in  your  mind  now  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  told  me  yourself  you  didn't  swear  to  it  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Have  you  always  been  sworn  to  affidavits?  Have  yoa  ever  sworn  affidavits? 
— A.  I  didn't  oflen  sign  affidavits. 

(Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  further  examination  of  this  witness  as  being  a  loss 
of  time.) 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  about  giving  your  evidence  here  ? — A.  No; 
I  am  speaking  for  myself,  and  for  no  one  else. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  ?— A.  No,  I  had  not. 

Q.  You  and  your  friends  have  not  talked  over  the  matter  about  this  declaration 
at  all  since,  we  will  say,  yestei-day  morning  ? — A.  No,  sir,  we  have  not. 

Q.  To  no  living  soul  ? — A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Nor  before  that  ? — A.  Nor  before  that. 

Q.  And  your  impression  that  this  is  an  affidavit  you  got  ftom? — A.  From  the 
paper  I  signed. 

Q.  From  seeing  it  in  the  paper  you  signed  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  didn't  swear  to  it,  didn't  declare  to  it,  and  simply 

signed  it,  and  that  is  all  there  is  about  it  ? — A.  I  signed  it  under  the  impi^ession • 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  your  impression.  I  am  asking  the  facts,  that  is  all  ? — ^A. 
That  is  all. 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Ton  anderstood  the  documoDts  you  signed  was  of  the  same  effect  as  an  affi- 
davit?—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  signed  it  believing  that? — A.  I  did,  air. 
Q.  You  are  a  councillor  for  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
Q.  And  have  been  for  how  many  years  ? — A.  Fourteen  years. 
Q.  Fourteen  years.    That  is  all  ? — No  answer. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  Tobin,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name?— A.  William  Tobin. 

Q.  Your  occupation  or  profession  ? — A.  I  am  a  farmer. 

Q.  What  place  ?— A.  Dunlop. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  He  is  No.  23  on  the  poll  book.  You  reside  in  (3olborne,  Mr.  Tobin  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  any  relation  to  the  poll  clerk  examined  this  morning  ? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  What  relation  ?— A.  Brother.  ' 

Q.  You  are  a  brother  of  his  ?  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west 
riding  of  the  county  of  Huron,  held  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899?  You  voted  at 
that  election  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  polling  place  at  which  you 
voted? — A.  Mr.Cummings. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they  7 — A.  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ?~A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark? — ^A.  A  cross. 

(j.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  it? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  there  for  that  purpose  on  the  ballot?— A.  Thei«  was  a 
round  mark,  a  round  wnite  spot. 

Q.  A  round  white  spot  on  the  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  On  that  mark. 

Q.  On  that  round  white  spot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  A  round  white  spot  like  that,  was  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  after  marking  and  folding  your  ballot,  what  did  you  do  with  it? ^A. 

I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you  and  which 
you  had  marked  ? — A.  Ye»,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn't  you?  What  happened ;  did  you  pass  nght  along? — A.  I 
went  right  out. 

Q.  You  handed  him  the  ballot  and  passed  right  along  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Baviee: 
Q.  Had  you  voted  at  previous  olectious  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  never  stop  to  see  what  becomes  of  your  ballot?— A.  No,  I  was  in  a 
harry  that  day. 

Q.  Oh,  you  were  in  a  harry  that  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  the  counterfoil  means? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  wh-.it  the  counterfoil  means? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  returning  officer  put  his  initials  on  the  ballot? — A.  There 
was  some  mark  on  the  back  of  it,  I  think. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  what  it  was  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  where  you  wanted  to  mark  it  in  behind  the  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  came  back  and  handed  it  back  to  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Who  wa8  there  looking  on  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  anybody  in  particular 
except  my  brother. 

Q.  Your  brother,  he  is  the  only  one  you  can  recollect? — A.  There  was  some 
others  on  the  other  side,  but  I  didn't  pay  attention  who  they  were. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  one  ? — A.  I  think  Edward  Shaw  was  there. 

Q.  Can  you  be  sure  of  that? — A.  I  would  not  say  for  sure. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  when  you  handed  the  ballot  to  the  returning  officer,  his 
tearing  off  a  piece  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  just  gave  it  and  passed  right  out. 

Q.  You  didn't  wait  a  minute? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  in  that  any  time  ? — A.  About  half  a  minute. 

Q.  You  hadn't  seen  other  people  voting  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Just  went  out  and  went  away  ? — A.  Yes.  I  went  up  with  a  neighbour. 

Q.  What  is  his  name  ? — A.  Robert  Williams. 

Q.  He  is  a  witness  here? — A.  He  is  down  here. 

Q.  So  you  are  unable  to  state  anything  about  what  became  of  the  ballot  paper 
at  all  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  the  names  were  in  the  ballot  paper,  the  order  in 
which  they  came.    Do  you  remember  the  order? — No  answer. 

By  Mr,  Borden: 

Q.  Whether  McLean's  name  was  on  the  top  or  bottom  ? — A.  I  think  McLean's 
name  was  on  the  bottom. 

Q.  Will  you  be  sure  of  that? — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  Can  you  swear  that  you  put  your  mark  in  the  top  corner  disc  or  the  lower 
corner  disc  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  But  you  do  know  you  put  it  in  the  disc  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — ^A.  I  am 
sure  of  it. 

Witne&s  discharged. 


S.  B.  Williams,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  is  your  name? — A.  Scarlett  B.  Williams. 
Q.  Your  residence  ? — A.  Dunlop. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  16  on  the  poll  book.  Mr.  Williams,  you  reside  in  tne 
township  of  Colborne  ? — A.  Dunlop  is  in  Leeburn  ward. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  the  Dominion  election  of  1899  for  the  west  riding  of  the 
county  of  Huron  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A. 
Donald  Cummings. 
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Q,  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were? — A.  Tea. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  Mr.  Holmes  of  Clinton  and  Mr.  McLean  of  Groderich. 

y,  For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  for  flobert  McLean. 

Q.  You  received  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  I  suppose  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  that  ballot  ? — A.  I  put  an  "  X." 

Q.  An  "  X  "  or  cross  ? — A.  An  "  X  "  I  think  it  was  to  the  best  of  my  memory. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  did  you  observe  on  the  ballot  for  the  purpose  of  putting 
that  cross? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  white  space. 

Q.  Opposite  the  name  of  each  candidate? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  mark  in  the  white  space  opposite  whose  nacae  7 — A. 
Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  The  white  spot  that  you  referred  to  was  like  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  mark  in  the  white  spot  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  your  ballot,  Mr.  Williams,  what  did  you  do  with 
it  ?— A.  I  carried  it  down  and  gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  I  noticed  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it  ? — A.  He  tore  the  counterfoil 
off  and  then  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  He  tore  the  counterfoil  off  and  then  put  it  in  the  box.  Did  you  notice  what 
be  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  He  left  it  m  the  pocket. 

Q.  He  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Put  it  in  his  pocket  to  the  best  of  my  recol- 
lection. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Are  you  a  strong  party  man,  Mr.  Williams  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  what  we  call  an  independent  man? — A.  I  am  a  party  man,  I 
always  vote  for  the  Conservative  side. 

Q.  Oh,  you  do  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  are  not  a  strong  one,  eh?  But  you  always  vote  the  one  side,  what 
do  you  call  a  strong  party  man  then,  what  did  you  mean  by  telling  me  that? — A. 
Well,  I  always  vote  Conservative;  whenever  there  was  an  election  held  I  always 
voted  Conservative. 

Q.  You  didn't  givt  anybody  to  understand  you  voted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  No,  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  deputy  returning  officer  put  his  mark  on  the  ballot  paper  ? — 
A.  Not  there. 

Q.  Who  was  there? — A.  Well  let  us  see;  McEvoy  was  present  and  John 
Lawson  and  Michael  Tobin,  the  poll  clerk,  and  there  was  one  or  two  other  voters 
eome  io. 

Q.  And  Cummings,  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  give  your  name  in  ? — A.  The  poll  clerk  told  me  to  come  and  vote ; 
there  was  just  two  or  three  taking  their  turn  and  he  said  *'  jour  name  is  down." 

Q.  Did  you  seethe  others  voting  ahead  of  you  ? — A.  I  didn't  pay  much  attention. 

Q.  I  thought  you  might  pay  attention,  not  having  anything  to  do  ? — A.  I  saw 
the  deputy  returning  officer  put  them  in  the  box,  put  the  single  ones  in,  but  wasn't 
paying  much  attention. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  his  initials  on  the  ballot  before  he  gave  it  to  you? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  not  got  a  clear  recollection  ? — A.  I  saw  him  mark  it,  hand  it  to 
me,  and  I  went  up  and  voted  with  it. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whose  name  was  on  the  top  of  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  Bobert 
Holmes. 

Q.  Where  was  McLean's  name? — A.  At  the  bottom. 

Q.  If  anyboby  told  you  it  was  a  square  disc  what  would  you  say? — A.  I  would 
say  it  was  wrong. 
2—12 
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Q,  If  sorao  man  said  it  was  black  or  white  what  would  you  say? — A.  It  was 
round  in  my  opinion. 

Q.  Are  you  strong  about  that,  are  you  absolutely  sure  ? — A.  It  was  round  like 
that,  don't  you  know  round  ? 

Q   And  you  have  no  doubt  you  voted  that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  did  you  nee  the  identical  ballot  you  gave  Commings  put  in  the  box?— 
A.  I  paw  Cummings  put  the  paper  in  the  box  all  right. 

Q.  What  paper,  the  ballot  paper  you  gave  him?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And,  afterwards  some  one  called  on  you  to  know  how  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  that? — A.  I  don't  exactly  remember  the  day ;  I  was*  eating 
my  dinner  and  a  man  came  and  asked  for  me. 

Q.  How  many  days  was  this  after? — A.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  exact  date,  but  I 
was  eating  my  dinner. 

Q.  But  that  you  do  every  day;  it  looks  like  it? — A.  I  don't  know  about  that. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  some  weeks  after? — A.  Some  days  after. 

Q.  Not  a  week? — A.  I  won't  say  a  week,  but  some  days. 

Q.  I  want  to  get  that,  was  it  two,  three  or  four  weeks  ? — A.  It  was  some  days 
after. 

Q.  You  won't  go  more  than  that;  you  don't  remember  how  many  days?— A 
No,  1  don't. 

Q.  Who  came  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean  came  and  M.  O.  Johnston,  barrister  of  Goderich. 

Q.  Barrister  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  who  you  voted  for  before  thiy  came  ? — A.  I  did  tell 
two  or  three  men  that  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  How  many  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  were  blathering  it  all  around? — A.  No,  if  people  asked  I  told  them. 

Q.  Didyou  tell  McLean  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  Johnston? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  they  came  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  asked  you  what  ? — A.  If  I  had  signed  that  disposition. 

Q.  That  disposition? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  disposition  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q    Did  you  read  it  yourself? — A.  Johnston  read  it  over  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  take  down  the  family  Bible  to  swear  to  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  Bible  to  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  swearing  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

(i.  What  do  you  call  it,  a  disposition  ? — A.  What  do  you  call  it  ? 

Q.  I  want  10  know  what  you  call  it? — A.  A  declaration. 

Q.  A  statement  that  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  signed  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  swear  to  it? — A.  I  signed  it. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  hold  up  your  hand  and  go  through  the  form;  just  think  for 
a  moment,  or  did  yon  just  sign  it  and  have  an  end  to  it  ? — A.  I  signed  it. 

Q.  That  was  all  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Eu^sell: 

Q.  Has  anybody  told  you  since  that  was  the  same  thing  as  an  oath  ? — ^A.  No, 
they  have  not;  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  it. 

"  Q.  No  one  has  told  you  that  was  the  same  thing  as  an  oath ;  but  you  have 
heard  people  talk  of  that  as  an  oath  since  ? — A.  Some  say  so,  but  I  didn't  pay  rauob 
attention  to  it. 

Q.  Some  people? — A.  Equal  as  an  oath,  the  same  kind  of  thing  as  an  oath. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  it  was  was  saying  that  ? — A.  No. 

(i.  You  don't  recollect  any  particular  person? — A.  No, 

Q.  But  you  heard  statenients  like  that  in  presence  of  you  and  some  others?— 
A.  Ii»  a  freneral  way  of  conversation. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  who  it  was  that  made  them? — A.  No,  I  can't. 

Q.  Where  was  that,  before  you  came  or  since? — A.  Wherever  this  election 
busiiioss  was  talked  of. 
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Q.  Wherevor  that  docament  was  talked  of  yoa  heard  thin  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  Aod  that  you  might  get  yoarself  into  great  trouble  it*  you  went  back  on  it? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  YoQ  have  heard  several  people  calling  this  an  oath,  and  that  if  yon  went 
back  on  that  yoa  might  get  into  trouble;  you  have  heird  that  sort  of  conversation  ? 
<-A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  recollect  who  you  heaid  speaking  about  it  ? — A.  I  can't 
recdllect,  I  didn't  pay  particular  attention  to  mention  names. 

Q.  i>v\  you  hear  the  lawyers  or  the  witnesses  ? — A.  [  was  not  admitted  in  the 
room. 

Q.  It  18  not  that,  you  misunderstand  me,  I  mean  the  witnesses  ? — A.  No,  I 
diilii'i  hear  them. 

Q.  Where  did  you  hear  it  ? — A.  I  might  have  heai*d  it  down  at  the  hotel. 

(i.  That  is  where  the  witnesses  stop  ? — A.  A  good  many  of  them. 

(j.  I  would  like  you  to  recollect  who  you  heard  talk  about  that  being  like  an 
^ath  and  there  would  be  danger  to  those  who  signed  if  they  didn't  stick  to  what 
the  J  signed  ;  just  clearly  recollect  who  it  was  you  heaixi;  you  can't  recollect  any 
peraon  in  particular? — A.  1  can't. 

Q.  You  heard  it  and  heard  it  several  times? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  heard  it  at  the  hotel  where  the  witnesses  stop,  and  never  heard  any 
particular  person  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  It  is  etrange  you  can  recall  last  Pebi*nary  and  not  the  few  days  you  have 
J)een  hero  in  Ottawa? — A.  A  few  days  here,  ten  days. 

Q.  When  did  you  hear  that? — A.  I  don't  know. 

(i.  Didn't  you  hear  it  yesterday? — A.  Yesterday,  and  the  day  before  and  the 
laijt  ten  days. 

Q.  You  heard  it  yesterday  and  the  day  before  and  the  last  ten  days;  you  don't 
mean  to  say  that,  perhaps;  I  don't  want  to  take  advantage  of  you;  did  you  hear 
that  conversation  yesterday  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  day  before  ?— A.  A  little. 

Q.  You  did  ? — A.  I  might  have. 

Q.  Is  it  not  strange  that  you  cannot  recollect  who  talked  that  way  when  you 
can  recollect  what  took  place  five  months  ago? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  pay  much  atten* 
tion  to  it,  but  just  hearing  the  men  talking  about. 

Q.  But  you  might  have  heard  it  yourself  and  said,  '*  it  is  best  to  pay  attention 
to  that,  and  I  bad  better  say  the  same,  I  said  in  the  paper  there  ?  " — A.  Well,  I  say 
this,  whatever  paper  I  signed  I  contirm  to  it. 

(J.  Whatever  paper  you  signed  you  affirm  it? — A.  Yes,  confirm  it. 

Q.  I  ask  again,  didn't  that  pass  through  you  mind,  that  it  was  safer  to  stick  to 
what  you  had  said  ? — A.  I  consider  it  safer  to  stick  to  what  I  signed  my  name  to. 

Q.  Especially  after  you  had  heard  people  say  that  was  the  same  thing  as  an 
oath  and  a  man  might  be  jugged  if  he  went  back  on  it;  did  you  hear  that? — A. 
Well,  I  considered  if  I  signed  that  paper  ray  honour  was  there. 

Q.  You  never  naid  anything  like  this,  that  it  was  a  point  of  honour  for  you  not 
to  go  back  on  Holmes? — A.  I  never  promised  Mr.  Holmes  my  support,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  never  said  you  were  not  going  to  go  back  on  Holmes? — A.  No,  I 
didn't  say  it. 

Q.  Yon  never  said  you  were  not  going  to  go  back  on  Holmes,  or  any  words 
like  that? — A.  No,  sir,  to  ihe  best  of  my  recollection. 

Q,  Because  he  was  a  newspaper  man? — A.  Yes,  I  think  Mr.  Holmes  is  a  news- 
paper man. 

Q.  I  think  there  is  some  glimmer  of  recollection  now ;  didn't  you  say  this  that 
you  would  not  go  back  on  Holmes  because  he  was  a  newspaper  man  ?— A.  1  didn't 
say  that,  I  didn't  vole  for  hhn,  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  I  know  that,  but  did  you  never  say  that  you  were  not  going  to  go  back  on 
Holmes  because  he  was  a  newspaper  man;  you  never  said  that  to  anybody? — A 
Not  to  my  recollection. 

Q.  Or  any  words  like  that  ? — A.  No,  I  always  said  I  would  support  McLeai 
and  I  did,  this  time. 
2— 12J 
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Q.  Except  this  time,  but  did  you  never  say  that  you  would  not  go  back  on 
Holmes  because  he  was  a  newspaper  man  ? — A.  I  always  supported  McLean  and 
did  so. 

Q.  Is  it  possible  you  used  words  like  that,  you  would  not  go  back  on  Holmes 
because  he  was  a  newspaper  man ;  do  you  think  it  possible  you  used  the  words?— 
A.  No,  I  didn't  vote  for  Holmes. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  that,  I  asked  you  if  you  didn't  say  ''  I  don't  intend  to  go 
back  on  Holmes  because  he  is  a  newspaper  man  "or  any  words  like  that ;  don't 
answer  quickly,  did  you  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  won't  be  certain  you  never  used  the  word?  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  won't  be  certain  you  didn't  say  so  ? — A.  You  know  very  well  when 
there  is  an  election  going  forward  there  is  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  this  one  and 
that  one  and  I  came  down  to-day 

Q.  What  objection  have  you  to  answer? — A. and  I  voted  for  McLean  and 

why  should  you  be  detaining  me  here? 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  you  did  not  say  that  you  would  not  go  back  on  Holmes 
because  he  was  a  newspaper  man?  If  you  will  answer  me  that  question  you  may 
go;  will  you  answer  me  that  question,  if  you  used  these  woi*ds  I  have  mentioned, 
that  you  would  not  go  gack  on  Holmes  because  he  was  a  newspaper  man  ? — A. 
Well,  people  may  talk  of  this  and  that,  they  may  have  been  talking,  and  I  voted  for 
McLean,  and  I  think  that  should  end  the  subject  and  not  keep  me  and  others  here. 

Q.  You  won't  answer  that  question  ? — ^A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection  I  don't 
think  I  said  so. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (Halifax) : 

Q,  As  a  matter  of  fact,  outside  of  this  declaration  that  you  made  you  remember 
that  you  did  vote  for  McLean  at  that  election  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


Samuel  Johnston,  called  and  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  Your  occupation  ? — A.  Parmer. 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ? — A.  At  Sheppardton. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

This  witness  is  No.  87  on  the  poll  book. 

Q,  Mr.  Johnston  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  on  the  21st  of  February,  1809  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  candidates  were  ?  Do  you  remember  who  the  two 
men  were  that  ran  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  Holmes  and  McLean. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  of&cer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  f — ^A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  fronn  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  flobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  of  marking  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  ? — A.  A  round  disc. 
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Q,  What  colour?- A.  White. 

Q.  A  round  white  disc,  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  In  the  white  disc. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name  r — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Afterroarking  and  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  walked 
oat  with  it. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  give  it? — A.  To  Mr.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  received  from  him  and  which 
you  marked? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  put  it  down,  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box?  He 
laid  it  down  on  the  table,  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  and  put  the  ballot  in  the  ballot 
box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  He  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  before  or  after  he  put  it  in  the  box? — A. 
He  held  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand  while  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  wiih  the  right. 

Q.  He  held  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand  while  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  with  his 
right? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  Yes,  he  rolled  the  ballot  up  and 
put  it  in  his  box. 

Q.  Were  you  watching  him  closely,  had  you  any  suspicion  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  had 
DO  suspicion,  I  just  stood  there  and  looked  at  my  own  ballot  going  in,  or  what  I 
thought  was  my  own. 

By  Sir  Lows  Daviea : 

Q.  Are  you  a  strong  party  man,  Johnston  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Intimately;  for  many  years? — A.  I  knew  him  since  I  started  to  go  to  the 
poll. 

Q.  You  don't  live  near  him? — A.  Betwixt  three  and  four  miles  from  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  him  as  one  of  your  neighbours? — A.  No,  not  as  a  neighbour, 

Q.  So  that  outside  the  voting  you  do  not  know  anything  about  him  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  I  don't  know  anything  about  him. 

Q.  So  that  all  you  know  is  that  you  gave  him  the  ballot  paper  and  he  put  some 
paper  in  the  box? — A.  I  said  I  supposed  it  was  the  same  one. 

Q.  Tell  me  where  your  doubt  came  in? — A.  I I  said  I  supposed  it  was  the 

same  one. 

Q.  Tell  me  where  vour  doubt  came  it  ?  How  could  that  be,  you  said  before  that 
you  ^aw  him  take  off  the  counterfoil,  put  it  in  his  pocket  and  held  the  ballot  in  his 
left  hand  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  swore  to  that  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  came  you  to  raise  a  doubt  ?  You  have,  you  think,  sworn  to  that?— A. 
yes,  nir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  None  whatever  ? — A.  No. 

£y  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  You  said  you  watched  him  until  your  own  ballot  went  in  ? — A.  No,  I  say  I 
did  not  say  I  watched  him  until  my  own  ballot  went  in. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  did  not  ? — A.  1  might  have  said, 

Q.  Did  you  watch  until  you  saw  your  own  ballot  go  in  and  had  no  further  in- 
terof^t  in  it  ? — A.  I  did  not  say  it  was  my  own. 

Q.  You  did  not  say  a  little  while  ago,  before  you  used  the  terms  ** suppose"  to 
me  that  you  had  doubts  about  the  matter;  that  you  watched  until  your  own  ballot 
went  in  and  that  is  all  the  interest  you  had  in  the  matter,  you  did  not  use  those 
words  ?— A.  I  don't  think  it. 
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By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Are  you  trying  to  raise  a  doubt  in  your  mind  that  the  paper  which  he  had 
in  his  hand  was  the  paper  you  gave  him  ?  Did  you  hand  him  a  paper  at  all? — A,^ 
Yes,  sir,  T  handed  him  a  pa]»er. 

Q.  What  hand  did  he  take  it  in  ? — A.  He  oatched  it  in  his  left  hand. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  He  laid  it  down. 

Q.  Show  me  how  ? — A.  He  just  laid  it  down  that  way  and  tore  the  coanterfoil 
off. 

Q.  He  kept  it  in  his  hand«i? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  poket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  that  hand  of  his  went  into  the  right  hand  pocket  wasn^t  the  paper 
which  you  gave  him  in  his  left? — A.  I  was  watching  the  hand  which  went  into  hifr 
pocket. 

Q.  You  say  you  gave  him  the  paper  and  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil ;  was  the 
paper  in  the  left  hand,  the  paper  you  gave  him  ? — A.  The  piece  he  had  in  his  right 
hand  was  the  paper  I  gave  him. 

Q.  The  piece  which  ho  tore  off? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What,  did  he  do  wi<h  the  right  himd  ? — A.  He  rolled  it  up, 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  He  started  to  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  doubt  in  your  mind  that  your  ballot  went  into  the  ballot 
box  ? — A.  I  did  not  any  more  ihan  the  suspicion  I  had  it  was  the  same  one.  I  never 
changed  it. 

Q.  Now  you  are  evading  my  question  again  ?  Did  you  have  any  doubt  in  your 
mind,  did  you  have  the  slightest  doubt  in  your  mind  that  it  was  your  ballot? — A. 
No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  had  no  suspicion  that  there  was  any  manipulation  of  the  ballots  going^ 
on  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  looked  at  his  hand  when  he  put  it  into  his  pocket?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  when  you  were  looking  at  that  you  were  not  watching  the  other  ? — A^ 
No,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  mean  when  you  say  you  could  not  be  absolutely  sure  that 
he  put  the  same  ballot  into  the  box? — A.  Ye.^,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  You  say  you  had  no  doubt  then  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubts  put  in  vour  mind  since? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  You  have  no  doubts  now,  is  that  correct? — A.  Yes. 

Witness  was  discharged. 


James  MoWhinney,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

This  witness  is  No.  66  on  the  poll  book. 

Q,  You  have  already  been  sworn,  haven't  you  Mr.  McWhinney? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  McWhinney  you  leside  in  the  township  of  Col  borne  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  election  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899,  at  the  Dominion 
election  for  the  West  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  candidates  were,  who  were  the  candidates  ? — A.  Robert  McLean  and 
Robert  Holmes? 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Donald  Cummings. 
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Q.  Did  yon  rooeive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Tea,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  yoQ  mark  it? — A.  I  marked  it  for  Robert  Holmes— or  Robert 
MeLeao  I  moan. 

Q.  You  marked  it  for  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  70a  pot  on  it  ? — A.  I  put  a  cross  on  it. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Opposite  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  a  round  white  disc. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  In  that  disc. 

Q.  After  marking  the  paper  and  folding  it  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I 
broaght  it  out  and  handed  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it?— A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  be  do  with  it  when  you  handed  it  to  him  ? — A.  I  just  handed  it  to 
him  and  parsed  on  outside. 

By  Sir  Louis  Do  vies  : 

Q.  What  age  are  you,  Mr.  McWhinney  ? — A.  Twenty-two  past. 

Q.  Then  this  was  the  firwt  election  you  had  voted  at? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  voted  before?— A.  I  had  voted  before  at  the  Beck  and  Garrow  elec- 
tion. 

Q.  At  the  local  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  YoQ  ha-l  never  voted  at  a  Dominion  election  before? — A.  No. 

Q.  Never  seen  a  Dominion  election  before  ?— A.  No. 

Q   Had  any  body  trained  you  how  to  mark  it? — A.  No. 

Q  So  th'it  yon  went  for  the  first  time  in  your  life  in  a  Dominion  election  behind 
thesci*een. — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  was  the  first  time  of  ever  marking  a  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  a  clear  recollection  of  everything:  that  took  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  who  were*  there  and  everything? — A.  I  don't  know  everybody 
that  was  there. 

Q.  But  do  you  remember  the  people  who  were  there  when  you  got  the  ballot? 
-A.  Yes.       ^ 

Q.  Who  were  there? — A.  I  seen  Cummings,  McMunus  and  Mr.  Tobin,  they  were 
tho  principal  ones.  I  don't  remember  who  all  the  others  were. 

Q.  You  remember  these  three  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  he  gave  you  the  ballot  what  did  he  do? — A.  When  I  gave  it  to  him  ? 

Q,  When  he  gave  it  to  you  did  he  do  anything  to  it  that  you  saw  ? — A.  No. 

9.  You  didn't  see  him  do  anything? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  mean  with  respect  to  putting  his  name  or  initials  on  it. — A.  Yes,  I  saw 
him  put  it  on. 

Q.  Did  ho  do  it  with  a  pen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  sure  of  that? — A.  Yen,  hir. 

Q.  Abfrolutely  sure  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Was  it  with  a  pen  or  a  pencil  ? — A.  I  am  not  particularly  sure,  I  stood  and 
watched  him  put  his  initials  on  it. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  And  you  have  no  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  that  correct? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  it  was  a  pen  or  pencil,  but  I  saw 
him  put  them  on. 

Q.  You  could  Fay  a  little  while  ago  on  your  oath;  will  you  stand  by  what  you 
said  a  little  while  ago,  or  do  you  want  to  withdraw  it? — A.  1  will  withdraw  it,  I  ar 
not  quite  sure  whether  it  was  a  pen  or  pencil. 
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Q.  Then  you  went  behind  the  screen  to  mark  it? — A.  Teg. 

Q.  Do  yoa  remember  how  the  names  were,  which  was  first  and  which  was  last? 
Do  you  remember  which  right  off  without  seeing  the  ballot  to-day? — A.  1  did  not 
see  the  ballot  to-day. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  the  ballot  to-day — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q,  You  remember  the  names  were  in  order? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Clearly?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Very  clearly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  were  you  looking  at  one  ? — ^A.  I  never  looked  at  one  since  the  day  I 
voted. 

Q.  Since  the  day  you  voted  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  looted  at  one,  well  I  will  accept  your  statement,  and  you  remem- 
ber the  order  in  which  they  were  placed?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  first? — A.  Eoberl  Holmes. 

Q.  Robert  Holmes  was  the  first  and  McLean  was  second,  and  when  you  brought 
it  out  voting  lor  the  first  time  you  were  very  particular  to  get  your  ballot  into  the 
box  of  course. — A.  No,  I  did  not,  I  was  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  What  did  Curamings  do  when  you  handed  him  the  ballot? — A.  I  passed 
outside. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  take  the  counterfoil  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  what  the  counterfoil  is  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  You  saw  no  mark  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  on  the  ballot  paper  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  look  to  Pee  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  you  mean  to  nay  you  did  not  stop  to  see  what  became  of  your  ballot  ? 
— A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  It  might  have  been  torn  up  on  the  spot? — A.  I  thought  the  scrutineer  was 
there  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  the  ballot  put  in, 

Q.  Was  McManus  looking  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  McManus  was  looking  on  ?'— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  absolutely  didn't  look  to  see  if  he  put  if  in  the  box  or  not  ? — A.  No, 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  ?— A.  No,  I  did  not.  g 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  you? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  Mr.  McLean  came  to  you  to  sign  the  paper? — A.  I 
cannot  say  how  long  it  was. 

Q.  Give  us  an  idea  as  near  as  you  can  give  it  ?  A  day,  two  days,  a  week,  two 
weeks,  three  days,  three  weeks,  four  weeks.  Can  you  remember  whether  it  was  one, 
two  or  four  weeks? — A.  Pretty  near  four  weeks,  I  should  think. 

Q.  And,  in  the  meantime,  you  had  told  no  one? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  nobody  had  asked  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nobody  had  anked  you  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  when  they  came  to  you,  who  came? — A.  Bobert  McLean  and  Mr. 
Johnston. 

Q.  Where  did  they  find  you  ? — A.  At  home. 

Q.  In  your  own  house? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  And  did  they  ask  you  to  sign  anything  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  you  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  did  n't?— A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  signed  it,  was  anything  said  to  you  at  all  ? — A. 
He  road  the  declaration  over  to  me. 

Q.  He  read  the  declaration  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  asked  you  if  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Anything  more  than  that? — A.  No. 
I      Q.  No  oulh  or  affirmation  about  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  Bible  about  it  ?— A.  No. 
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Q.  No  declaration?— A,  No. 

Q,  No  raising  of  your  hand? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  solemn  deolaration  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  yoQ  are  not  going  back  on  that  paper,  are  yoa  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  That,  is  a  dead  sore  thing.  Have  you  heard  anybody  say  lately,  what  would 
occur  ifyou  went  back  on  that  paper  ?•*— A,  No,  I  havn*t. 

Q.  You  havn't  been  bearing  them  say  it  is  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  I  have  heard 
some  outside  say  it  was  equal  to  an  oath. 

Q.  You  heard  some  outside  say  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ?  When  did  they  tell 
yoQ  that  ? — A.  1  have  heard  different  people  speak  about  ii  lately. 

Q.  You  have  heard  different  people  speak  about  it,  yes.  And  do  you  know 
that  going  back  on  the  paper  would  be  equal  to  going  back  on  an  oath  ? — A.  No,  I 
do  not. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  what  it  would  be  if  you  made  an  oath  here  different  from 
what  you  did  ihen  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  the  effect  of  swearing  two  ways  on  the  one  subject 
would  be.    One  would  be  false  and  the  other  would  be  true? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  know  the  effect  of  this  of  course.  Within  how  many  days  were 
yoQ  told  that  ihis  paper  you  signed  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Within  a  week. 

Q.  Within  a  week.  How  many  times  have  you  been  told  ? — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ter  how  many  Wtlq%  I  was  told  it. 

Q.  Who  were  you  told  it  by  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  could  say  who  they  were 
because  I  have  been  junt  in  company  and  heard  different  men  speak. 

Q.  The  witnesses  that  came  down  with  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  give  evidence  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  told  you  the  paper  you  signed  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
have  heard  them. 

Q.  That  is  all  within  the  last  week  ?     (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 

Q.  How  many  discs  were  on  the  ballot? — A.  Two. 

<i.  Which  side  of  it  were  they  on  ? — The  right  hand  side. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  put  your  initials  on  one,  or  your  mark  rather.  Now  just 
one  qoestion  or  two.     You  have  been  talking  with  the  witnesses  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  effect  of  the  paper  you  signed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  come  to  the  conclusion  it  was  «qual  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  you  swore  anything  different  here  you  would  be  liable  to  be  sent  to 
the  penitentiary  for  making  a  falee  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q.  Who  was  the  poll  clerk  ?  When  you  put  in  your  vote  who  put  your  name 
down?— A.  Michael  Tobin. 

Q.  What  time  did  you  vote? — A.  It  would  be  three  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Beck— you  know  Mr. Beck?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  is  he  ?  There  he  is  over  there  with  the  light  clothes  on  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Has  he  been  constantly  going  out  to  the  witnesses  in  the  hall  and  talking  to 
the  witnesses  while  this  case  is  going  on  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Have  you  seen  him  there  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  You  havn't  seen  him  in  the  hall  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Did  he  tell  you  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  him  at  all  ? — A,  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Holmes  talked  to  you  at  all  ? — A.  No,  I  havn't  talked  with  Holmes 
at  all.  "^ 

,  Q.  When  you  made  this  declaration,  you  understood  when  you  signed  this  decla- 
ration that  you  were  stating  that  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  For  Mr.  McLean  and  it  was  read  over  to  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  it  was  read  ovar  to 
me. 

Q.  And  you  stated  it  was  correct? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  Johnston  sign  it  while  you  wore  there  also  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  think  he 
did. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  at  the  time  that  it  was  not  an  affidavit  or  an  oath,  but 
was  of  the  same  character  ?  I  want  to  know  whether  at  the  time  you  signed  it  you 
knew  it  was  not  an  oatb,  hut  of  the  same  character  and  as  binding  as  an  oath  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Yon  understood  that  at  the  time  you  signed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  diKcussion  yovL  heard  among  the  witnesses  has  not  altered  your 
opinion  as  to  the  eflfect  of  it  in  any  way  ? — A.  Ob,  no. 

Q.  Irrespective  of  that  declaration  altogether.  You  know  that  you  voted  for 
some  one  at  that  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q   You  know  who  that  was  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  who  was  he? — A.  Eobert  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  What  makes  you  think  it  was  Michael  Tobin  that  was  there  when  you  voted  ? 
— A.  What  makes  me  think  ? 

Q.  Yes?— A.  I  seen  him  and  I  know  him. 

Q.  You  saw  him  when  you  came  up  to  vote? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  in  your  name  ? — A.  James  McWhinney. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  it  was  not  Mr.  Lawson  that  was  sitting  there  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  that  you  went  to  vote? — A.  About  three,  L  judge. 
I  think  it  was  about  that  time. 

Q.  About  three,  you  judge  ?  Is  there  any  other  James  McWhinney  but  you  ? — 
A.  Yes  there  is,  but  not  in  that  township. 

Q.  Not  in  No.  4  Coll^rne  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  remember  whether  it  was  not  Mr.  Lawson  that  was 
there  as  poll  clerk  instead  of  Michael  Tobin  as  you  have  said  ? — A.  Well,  to  the  beet 
of  my  knowledge  it  was  Mr.  Tobin. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is  not  your  impression  derived  from  the  fact  thatyoa 
knew  he  was  poll  clerk? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Bather  than  from  your  seeing  him  there  when  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  there  when  you  voted? — A.  I  didn't  take  particalar 
notice.     I  was  in  a  hurry  and  I  kind  of  thought  it  was  him. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  it  was  rather  a  careless  kind  of  thing  to  tell  counsel  that  it 
was  Michael  Tobin  that  was  there  as  poll  clerk  when  you  voted,  mii^ht  you  not  be 
mistaken  about  other  things  ?  Did  you  take  a  little  note  about  your  vote? — A.  Oh, 
no. 

Q.  You  might  have  taken  as  little  pains  about  your  vote?  I  have  no  reason  to 
doubt  you.     (No  answer.) 

Witness  discharged. 


William  J.  Graham,  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  What  is  your  name?— A.  William  J.  Graham. 
Q.  What  place  ? — A.  Shoppardton. 
Q.  Occupation?— A.   A  farmer. 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  No.  79  on  the  poll  book.  You  reside  in  Colborne,  Mr.  Graham?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  held  on  the  2lBt  of  February,  1899,  for 
the  west  riding  of  the  Conntv  of  Huron  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  candidates  ? — A.  Mr,  Holmes  and  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A 
It  was  M  r.  Cu  m  m  i  ngs. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  Donald,  I  thinic. 

Q.  Donald  Ciimmings? — A,  Yos. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  make? — A.  An  "X". 

Q.  An  **  X  *'  or  u  cross  ? — A.  An  **  X'*  or  a  cross  whichever  you  like  to  call  it. 

Q.  OppoMto  whose  name? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  »paco  there  for  the  purpose? — A.  Yes,  a  round  white  space. 

Q.  A  round  white  space.    And  you  put  your  cross  in  it? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  the  ballot  paper  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I 
banded  it  to  Mr.  Cum  mi  ngs. 

Q.  The  same  ballot  paper? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  I  could  not  see.  When  I  gave  it 
lf>  him  I  passed  back  from  where  he  was  sitting,  at  the  side  of  the  table  and  the 
ballot  box  was  standing  between  me  and  him  nnd  I  could  not  see.  But  he  was  so 
•^or,'  from  the  time  I  gave  it  to  him  to  the  time  he  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  I  thought 
be  was  handling  it  more  than  I  would  like. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  ? — A,  I  did  not,  because  I  could  not  see. 

Q.  You  were  waiting  to  poo  what  he  was  doing  ? — A.  Yes,  waiting  to  see  what 
he  was  doing  and  after  a  little  he  lifted  it  up  and  put  it  in  the  box  a  minute  or  so 
Mterwardr*. 

Q.  Could  you  see  what  he  was  doing  with  it,  from  where  you  were  standing? — 
A.  No.  I  couldn't  see. 

Q.  You  say  he  took  some  little  time? — A.  Some  little  time. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket? — A.  Yes,  I  diu, 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  he  was  doing  it  for? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  could  not  tell  at  the  time  what  he  was  doing  it  for  ? — A.  ^lo. 

« 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies: 

Q.  Would  you  be  surprib'ed  to  learn  that  you  are  thBfirat  Conservative  that  has 
^nggcsted  that  the  returning  officer  took  a  long  time  to  put  the  ballots  in  ? — A.  He 
eeemed  to  go  that  way  with  me. 

Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before? — A.  I  know  him  well  before. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  ? — A.  No,  bir. 

Q.  Nobody  canvassed  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  who  you  were  voting  for? — A.  No,  1  do  not  remember 
'Joing  it. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  who  were  standing  around  that  time  at  the  time  when 
Too  went  to  get  your  ballot? — A.  The  poll  cleik  was  there. 

Q   That  is  Tobin  ?— A,  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote? — A.  In  the  afternoon. 

Q.  What  time  about  is  that? — A.  About  four  o'clock  it  must  have  been. 

Q.  CummingH  wan  there,  that  is  two;  who  elhC  was  there? — A.  Well,  there  was 
<i liferent  ones  there,  Dancy  was  there  too  about  at  the  time  I  went  in  to  vote. 

Q,  Dancy  was  there,  that  is  three,  who  el^*e  ? — A.  McManus  was  there. 

Q.  McManus  was  there  as  scrutineer  for  McLean  ? — A.  Ych. 

Q.  Who  olr*o? — A.  Some  of  my  neighbours,  I  could  mention  some. 
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Q.  MoDtion  them  ? — A.  There  was  different  ones  of  the  Kearneys. 

Q.  Was  Lawson  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Lawson  was  there  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was. 

Q.  And  Shaw  was  there  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  there  too. 

Q.  He  was  representing  McLean  too  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  men  wore  looking  on? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  were  near  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes,  they  were  sitting  around. 

Q.  When  you  came  up  was  your  name  called? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  got  a  ballot  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  whom  ? — A.  Cumraings. 

Q.  Where  did  he  get  it  ?— A.  Well,  from  the  book. 

Q.  He  got  it  from  a  pad  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  ? — A.  He  put  his  initials  on. 

Q.  He  put  his  initials  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  say  whether  it  was  with  a  pen  or  pencil  he  put  his  initials  on  ?— 
A.  I  think  it  was  with  a  pen. 

Q.  And  then  ho  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  came  out  ? — A.  I  went  up  behind  the  screen, 

Q.  You  marked  your  ballot  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  brought  it  back  and  gave  it  to  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  near  were  you  to  him  ? — A.  Ho  was  sitting  there  and  I  was  standing 
here  at  this  littla  table. 

Q.  You  say  different  to  others ;  suppose  that  little  table — did  he  stand  where 
the  gentleman  is  writing  and  did  yon  stand  here  ? — A.  It  was  where  this  gentle- 
man is. 

Q.  That  is  different  ? — A.  He  was  there  and  the  ballot  box  was  standing  as  it 
were  between  him  and  me. 

Q.  Supposing  that  to  be  the  door  coming  in  and  that  is  the  stove,  and  this  is  to 
be  the  table  on  which  the  ballot  box  was;  there  was  the.  poll  clerk  to  the  right, 
there  Ih  the  poll  clerk  and  here  is  the  screen,  there  is  the  returning  officer  sitting 
here ;  here  you  would  be  standing,  here  ? — A.  Well,  now,  I  will  give  it  to  you  ;  as 
the  length  of  the  table,  here  is  the  door  where  you  come  in  here,  and  this  is  the 
table,  you  see;  the  table  is  the  opposite  way  sitting,  a  square  table  ;  he  was  sitting 
hero  and  I  fetepped  this  end  of  the  table. 

Q.  You  could  not  step  to  this  end  because  you  could  not  reach  him  ? — A.  I  did 
after  I  gave  him  the  ballot. 

Q.  1  hadn't  got  you  that  far;  you  understand  then,  assuming  Cummings  was 
there,  where  that  man  is,  that  the  ballot  box—-? — A.  He  was  there,  he  was  sitting 
where  this  gentleman  was. 

Q.  Put  it  there  then  ? — A.  I  won't.  I  won't  speak  anything  but  the  truth;  you 
won't  get  rae  to  put  it  out  of  the  way  it  was. 

Q.  I  want  to  get  you  and  the  other  witnesses  reconciled? — A.  If  they  have  told 
a  different  story  I  won't  change  for  them. 

Q.  You  say  you  stood  on  the  opposite  side? — A.  I  stood  on  the  opposite  side 
and  this  gentleman  was  like  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  He  was  around  the  table  and  the  other  officials  at  the  corner? — A.  I  say 
what  I  know  and  nothing  more. 

Q.  That  is  the  way  you  want  to  put  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  came  out  and  reached  across  the  table  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't 
reach  across. 

Q.  You  did  to  give  the  ballot  to  him  ? — A.  I  gave  it  to  him  as  I  came  from  the 
screen. 

Q.  If  that  man  that  is  writing  was  away  you  would  be  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now  if  the  deputy  returning  officer  was  theie  how  could  you  reach  him  ? — A, 
I  came  along  and  stepped  as  it  were  here  and  reached  across  to  him  here. 

Q.  You  gave  him  your  ballot  paper  as  you  passed  by  and  then  walked  round 
the  table  ? — A.  Yes,  to  this  side. 

Q.  That  is  to  get  the  box  well  between  you  and  the  returning  officer? — A.  No. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  stand  alongside  him? — A.  Because  I  had  no  need. 
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Q.  Yon  hadn't? — ^A.  I  didn't  expect  he  wonld  go  to  handle  my  ballot  after  he 
Been  the  initials,  but  pat  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Yon  expected  he  wonld  be  straight  7— -A.  Yee,  I  rolled  it  op  carefully,  so  he^ 
woold  see  his  initials,  and  all  he  would  have  to  do  was  to  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  That  was  your  opinion,  and  that  is  your  opinion  now? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  opinion  was,  it  was  his  duty  to  put  it  in  the  box  ?  And  yon  had 
some  snspicion  ? — A.  I  had  some  suspicion. 

Q.  lou  didn't  know  he  had  to  take  that  ballot  paper  and  tear  the  counterfoil 
off?— A.  No,  I  didn't  know  that. 

Q.  If  you  had  known,  there  would  be  no  suspicion? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I 
would  have  had  it. 

Q.  So  if  he  put  the  ballot  paper  down  to  take  the  counterfoil  off  there  was 
Dotiiing  suspioious,  and  now  you  know  that  there  was  nothing  singular  about  it  ? — 
A.  I  didn't  like  that  pocket  work  there. 

Q.  What  difference  was  it  to  you  where  the  counterfoil  was  put? — A.  Well,  it 
was  such  a  remnant  of  a  thing  and  worthless,  it  might  go  on  the  floor  or  in  the 
basket. 

Q.  Are  you  naturally  a  suspicious  man? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  having  found  out  you  were  all  wrong,  and  the  man  had  to  put  the 
counterfoil  in  the  box,  but  was  bound  by  law  to  take  it  off,  are  you  man  enough  to 
say  your  suspicions  were  unfounded? — A.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that;  he  unfolded 
my  ballot,  and,  therefore,  he  could  have  an  opportunity  to  see  who  I  voted  for, 

Q.  Ck>nld  he  have  taken  off  the  counterfoil  without  unfolding  it  first  ? — A.  Well, 
I  don't  know. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  blame  him  for  that? — A.  I  don't  blame  him,  but  at  the  same 
time  I  did  not  think  it  was  right,  and  I  don't  think  it  was  right  still,  that  a  man 
should  have  the  right  to  open  a  man's  ballot. 

Q.  We're  not  only  doing  that,  but  making  the  man  tell  how  he  voted  ? — A.  What 
is  the  use  of  the  ballot  then  ? 

Q.  Now,  what  I  want  to  see  is  the  sort  of  man  you  are ;  having  seen  that  man 
open  your  ballot  and  having  formed  this  suspicion  against  him  because  he  did  that, 
now  having  found  out  he  was  bound  by  law  to  tear  the  counterfoil  off,  are  you  man 
enough  to  withdraw  vour  suspicions  ? — ^A.  Well,  yes,  I  am. 

Q.  Now,  then  when  he  did  that,  took  off  the  counterfoil,  you  saw  him  put  the 
paper  in  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  I  saw  him  put  one  in,  I  would  not  say  it  was  the  same. 

Q.  You  won't  say  ?— A.  The  ballot  box  was  between 

Q.  What  do  you  say  ? — A.  It  was ;  I  have  not  to  come  to  tell  my  belief. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  his  hand  go  to  the  pocket  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  go  in  ? — A.  I  saw  the  counterfoil  go  in. 

Q.  Did  anything  come  out  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  But  you  say  you  watched  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  anything  in  the  hand  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  there  was. 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  hand  went  in  with  the  countei^foil  and  came  out  with  nothing? — A.  The 
hand  was  half  closed. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  insinuate  that  there  was  anyihing  in  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  ground  for  telling  this  committee  there  was  anything  in  his 
hand  ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  ground  and  there  was  no  ground. 

Q.  And  when  he  did  take  oui  his  hand  ho  folded  the  ballot  up  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  ballot  you  gave? — A.  I  suppose  that  he  did. 

Q.  You  suppose  that  it  was  the  ballot  you  gave  him;  after  he  tore  off  the 
counterfoil  the  ballot  remained  in  his  left  hand  and  was  visible  to  Shaw  and. 
HcManuH  ?— A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  They  wore  looking  on  ? — A.  They  were  there;  I  suppose  they  wore  looking 
on. 

Q.  And  Shaw  and  McManus  were  looking  on  and  the  shrewd  and  suspicious  Mr. 
Graham  was  looking  on,  all  at  thin  poor  fellow,  the  returning  officer.  I  ask  you> 
didn't  that  ballot  remain  in  his  loft  hand  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  for  mine. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  to  make  you  doubt? — A.  He  delayed. 
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Q.  Did  he  delay  longer  than  neoeaBnry  to  open  the  ballot,  tear  off  the  counter- 
foil, and  bring  back  bis  hand  ? — A.  I  could  not  nay  to  that. 

/      Q.  Do  yoQ  wish  to  say  that  he  delayed   longer? — A.  I  do  not  say  ho  delayed 
longer  with  mine  than  with  otherH. 

Q.  Could  you  have  done  it  quicker,  to  open  the  ballot,  tear  off  the  counterfoil 
and  bring  back  your  hand  ? — A.  I  am  not  a  practiced  hand  at  that. 

Q.  You  don't  want  to  admit  anything? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  the  paper  you  supposed  your  ballot  in  the  box  or  did  it 
fly  away? — A.  I  seen  him  put  a  paper  in  the  ballot  box  after  a  few  minutes  or  a 
second  or  two. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  that  to  be  your  ballot? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  At  that  time  did  you  believe  that  was  your  ballot? — A,  I  did. 

Q.  Ilad  you  any  doubt  about  it  then  ? — A,  I  had  no  doubt,  only  I  thought  he 
wan  wanting  to  see  who  I  voted  for. 

Q.  All  you  had  suspicion  of  was  you  thought  he  was  wanting  to  see  who  you 
votcu  for  ? — A.  When  he  was  so  long  putting  it  in, 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  otherwise? — A.  JNo. 

Q.  But  since  you  heard  and  read  things  you  were  suspicious  ? — A.  I  have  heainl 
more  here. 

Q.  Who  were  you  talking  with  ? — A.  Several  ones. 

Q.  And  what  were  you  lol  to  suspect  since  you  came  here  ?  —A.  Well  I  heard 
them  talking. 

Q.  And  you  supposed  there  was  some  thimble-rigging? — A.  That  is  to  be  told 
yet. 

Q.  Had  you  expre^^sed  any  opinion  as  to  Holmes  and  McLean  and  how  you 
were  going  to  vote  before  the  elcctioti  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  quite  sure? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  recollect  did  you  lead  anybody  to  believe  you  were 
going  to  vote  lor  Holmes?— -A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  anybody  about  who  you  were  going  to  vote  for  ? — A.  Well, 
I  don't  just  remember  that  I  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember? — A.  I  don't  remember  that  I  did  because  there  has 
been  so  much  talk  dealing  with  the  election. 

Q.  Do  you  know  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  basmens  with  him  ? — A.  A  little. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  to  vote  for  him? — A.  >*o. 

Q.  Did  he  a>k  yuu  ? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  support  him,  but  I  didn't 
promise  him. 

Q.  Did  Holmes  ask  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  anybody  on  his  behalf? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  held  yourf^elf  perfectly  free  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  sure  of  that  now,  that  only  McLean  asked  yon  and  yon  would 
not  give  him  the  satisfaction  of  knowing? — A.  Exactly  that. 

Q.  Are  you  quite  sure  that  McLean  asked  you  and  you  would  not  tell  him  ? — 
A.  No,  I  would  not  tell  him. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  before  the  election  ?— A.  A  good  while. 

(i.  What  do  you  mean? — A.  Well,  weeks. 

Q.  Why  they  were  not  nominated  weeks? — A.  It  was  before  he  was  nominated. 

Q.  The  only  time  you  were  asked  by  him  ? — A.  The  only  time. 

Q.  Was  weeks? — A.  Some  weeks. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  tell  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after,  before  anybody  came  to  get  a  certificate  about  voting? 
— A.  A  declaration. 

Q.  Call  it  what  you  like,  declaration,  statement,  or  certificate,  a  paper  writing? 
— A.  About  the  lt<t  of  April. 

Q.  And  that  would  be  two  or  three  months  after,  February,  March,  April  ? — A. 
Well,  about  the  end  of  March. 

Q.  Five  or  six  weeks  ? — A.  It  might  be  that. 

Q.  Well  who  came  ? — A.  Well  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  McLean. 
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Q.  Had  yon  told  Mr.  JohoBton  and  Mr.  McLean  bow  you  voted  up  to  that  time  ? 
-A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  Had  they  the  paper  drawn  upceriifjing  how  you  voted  ?— A.  No,  they  drew 
it  up  lifter  they  came. 

By  Sir  Louis  Vavies  : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Graham,  I  want  you  to  pull  yourself  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  am. 

y.  They  read  the  paper  out,  I  buppo^e? — A.  Yes,  ihey  filled  it  up. 

Q.  Filled  what  up?— A.  This  declaration? 

Q.  Filled  what  up  ? — A.  This  paper. 

Q.  Oh,  they  had  u  printed  form  ? — Yes,  and  thoy  filled  it  op. 

Q.  Was  this  at  your  own  houbc? — A,  It  was  at  the  stable  ;  I  was  ju^t  coming 
from  I  he  stable. 

Q.  Who  talked  to  you  ? — A.  We  talked  there,  they  were  there  before.  I  heard 
they  were  coming  for  the  purpose,  a  day  or  two  belore.  I  made  mention  of  it  and 
Baid  ]  was  ready  for  it,  and  Johnston  took  it  out  and  filled  up  this  paper  for  me  and 
I  higncd  it. 

Q.  You  are  sure  it  was  not  filled  up  before  ? — Oh,  yes,  sir,  I  am.  He  read  it  to 
mo  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  Did  you  take  a  book  and  swear  to  it  ? — A.  Yes,  hir. 

t^.  1  say  did  you  lake  a  book  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  oath  or  affidavit  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  quite  ^•ure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  spoken  about  the  oath  or  affidavit? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  said  about  it.     Will  you  stick  to  that? — A.  Yes,  sir,  1  will. 

Q.  Nothing  said  about  an  oath  or  affidavit  of  any  kind  ? — A.  No. 

icl.  As  far  as  Johnston  or  McLean  or  you  were  concerned,  neither  of  you  men* 
tionea  anything  about  an  oath  or  affidavit  or  did  you  mention  it? — A.  I  mentioned 
at  the  time  that  it  was  something  similar  to  an  outh. 

Q.  Did  they  mention  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  they  make  any  remark  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  did  not  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  They  did  not  say  whether  it  was  or  not  ?— A.  No,  they  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Fraser : 

Q.  Who  came  to  see  you  about  it  as  you  knew  they  were  coming? — A.  Well, 
they  had  called  around  a  day  or  two  before. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits ; 

Q.  You  have  been  here  with  the  other  witnesses  since  you  came  down  ? — A. 
YcK.  >ir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  from  them  that  what  you  signed  was  in  the  nature  of  an  oath  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Sure  of  that?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  nobo<ly  has  montiotied  to  you  that  the  document  you  signed  was  some- 
what in  the  nature  of  an  oath  ? — A.  No.  I  knew  it  was  myself. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  that  at  all,  1  am  asking  you  if  you  heard  from  any 
parly  t?ay.  since  you  came  to  Ottawa,  that  it  was  ? — A.  Ao,  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  are  quite  ^ure  of  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Nobody  has  spoken  to  you  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  And  although  you  have  been  mixod  up  with  the  other  witnesses  and  among 
them  day  in  and  dny  out  nobody   has  spoken  to  you? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  told  you  what  this  document  was  or  suggested  to  you  that  it  was 
equivalent  to  an  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir,  it  was  not  necessary. 
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By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  You  understood  at  the  time  yon  made  this  declaration  it  was  of  the  same 
force  as  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Sir  Louis  Davies  has  told  you  that  this  was  regular ;  now  I  tell  yoa  it 
was  not  regular,  that  he  should  have  destroyed  the  counterfoil  at  the  time.  Did  you 
know  it  was  necessary  to  destroy  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  knew  nothing  about  it;  I 
thought  the  ballot  was  prepared  completely  for  me  to  give  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  something  in  his  pocket  which  you  thought  to  be  the 
counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  can't  tell  whether  it  was  the  counterfoil  or  not? — A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  And  while  you  saw  that  hand  go  into  his  pocket  you  could  not  see  that  the 
other  hand  held  the  ballot? — A.  No,  I  could  not  see  it  for  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  You  could  not  see  it  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Witness  was  discharged. 
The  committee  adjourned. 
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HouBB  OF  Commons, 

Thubbdat,  27th  July,  1899. 

The  committee  met  at  11  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortin  presidiog. 

Inqairy  r$  the  last  Dominion  election  in  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  resumed. 

RoBX&T  C.  Hats,  swoi-n. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Your  name?— A.  E.  C.  Hays. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  you  are  a  barrister  and  solicitor? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  the  province  of  Ontario  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Of  how  many  years? — A.  Oh,  about  fifteen,  I  think. 

Q.  You  practise  your  profession  in  the  town  of  Goderioh  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  took  the  declarations  of  Hamilton  McManus,  Joseph  J.  Wright.  James 
McMaous,  Jerry  Dal  ton,  Joseph  0.  McOann  and  Edward  Shaw? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  regard  to  that  election? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  have  been  referred  to  by  these  gentlemen  in  their  evidence  I  think  ? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  me  whether  you  explained  to  these  persons  what  the  nature  of  the 
document  was? — A.  Yes,  1  both  read  it  to  them  and  explained  it  to  them. 

Q.  What  did  you  explain  about  it  to  them? — A.  I  explained  that  it  was  of  the 
same  effect  as  an  affidavit.  One  of  them,  I  think  Mr.  Wright,  asked  me  if  he  had  to 
make  au  oath  on  it,  and  I  explained  that  the  oath  was  not  administered.  It  was  of 
the  frame  effect  as  an  oath. 

Q.  You  remember  the  election  which  was  held  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1899, 
for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  jou  remember  going  on  the  following  morning  to  the  office  of  Mr.  James 
Eeid,  tax  collector  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Oil  your  way  to  his  office,  I  think,  you  met  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  met  him. 

Q.  And  you  went  with  him  to  his  office  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  reaching  his  office  did  he  show  you  anything? — A.  Yes,  he  showed  me 
some  pieces  of  ballot. 

Q.  He  handed  you  some  pieces  of  a  ballot,  you  say  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  brought  them  away  with  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  ihey  in  an  envelope  ? — A.  They  were  in  an  envelope. 

Q.  And  he  also  handed  you  some  further  pieces  of  ballots  in  another  envelope  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  speaking  of  one  of  these  envelopes,  did  you  do  anything  with  these 
pieces?— A.  Yes,  I  pasted  them  on  paper.    I  pasted  them  on  a  paper. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  them  yourself? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  the  pieces  yourself  ? — A.  Not  on  the  pieces  of 
ballot;  no. 

Q.  Were  they  in  the  same  condition  when  you  pasted  them  on  pieces  of  paper 
as  when  you  received  them  from  Reid  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  examining  these  pieces  did  you  notice  any  mark  on  the  back  of  one  of 
these  pieces? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  pasting  the  ballot  on  the  pieces  of  paper  did  you  take  any  precau- 
tions with  regard  to  thom  ? — A.  I  pasted  one  end  of  it,  leaving  the  other  loose  so  it 
would  show  3ie  mark. 
2-13 
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Q.  So  it  would  show  the  mark.  Will  yoa  look  at  this  exhibit  and  tell  me  where 
that  is?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Exhibit  2  contains  the  pieces  of  the  ballot  delivered  to  you  by  Mr.  Beid  on 
that  occasion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  pasting  these  pieces  on  this  piece  of  paper  where  did  you  keep  the 
paper  ? — A.  I  kept  it  in  my  purse  in  my  pocket. 

Q   And  you  made  this  memorandum  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Signed  E.  0.  Hays  f— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  whole  of  it  is  in  your  writing  ? — A.  No;  this  is  in  Beid's  writing. 

Q.  But  the  whole  of  this  lower  memorandum  is  in  your  writing  ? — A.  Yes,  that 
is  my  writing. 

Q.  And  the  upper  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Reid  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Made  in  your  presence  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Made  in  your  presence  at  your  office  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  besides  these  two  pieces  of  the  ballot  did  Seid  give  you  any  pieces  of 
the  ballot  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  did  ?—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  take  them  away  from  his  office? — A.  Yes.  I  took  them  to  my  own 
office. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  keep  them  in  your  own  office? — A.  I  kept  them  in  mj 
safe. 

Q.  Have  you  got  them  with  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  produce  them  ? 

(Envelope  produced.) 

Q.  You  might  just  open  it  up  and  see  ? — A.  Shall  I  empty  them  out? 

Q.  There  are  some  in  there  not  pasted  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  pieces  there  are  ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  idea  how  many 
pieces. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  had  better  count  them  ?  They  are  pretty  well  torn  up.  Well, 
we  had  better  put  them  in  an  envelope  I  suppose.  That  will  be  the  best  way.  Are 
these  pieces  of  ballot  in  the  same  condition  in  which  they  were  when  you  received 
them  from  Mr.  Eeid  ? — A.  Yes,  except  that  I  pasted  these  few  on  this  paper. 

Q.  Except  that  you  have  pasted  these  pieces  of  ballot  on  this  white  piece  of 
paper? — A    Yes. 

Q.  Perhaps  we  had  better  have  two  pieces  marked  ? 

(Pieces  filed  and  marked  exhibits  10-1  and  10-2.) 

Q.  The  remaining  pieces  of  ballot  are  very  numerous  you  observe  seeing  them 
spread  out  on  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  would  suggest  that  the  remaining  pieces  be  filed? 

fPieces  filed  and  marked  exhibit  10-3.) 

Q.  So  you  did  nothing  to  these  pieces  of  ballot  except  to  place  certain  ones  on 
two  pieces  of  paper,  10-1  and  10-2  ? — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Nothing  else? — A.  Nothing. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Alexander  Smith,  Liberal  Organizer  for  Ontario  ?— A.  I 
know  him  by  sight. 

Q.  You  know  him  by  sight.  Your  office  is  in  the  same  building  as  the  office  of 
the  Signal  newspaper  ? — A.  Yes,  next  door  on  the  ground  floor. 

Q.  Next  door  on  the  ground  floor?  Did  you  see  Mr.  Smith  on  any  occasion  in 
the  town  of  Goderich  during  that  election?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  going  into  any  building? — ^A.  I  saw  him  going  in  and  out 
of  the  Signal  office. 

Q.  More  than  once  ? — A.  Yes,  several  times. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  persons  going  in  or  coming  out  with  him  whom  you  did  not 
know? — A.  On  two  or  three  occasions  I  did. 

Q.  On  two  or  three  occasions  you  did,  strangers? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  the  people  of  the  town  of  Goderich  I 
Buppose? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  in  the  town  of  Groderich  very  well  ? — A.  Very  well. 
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Q.  And  these  were  people  whom  yon  say  yoa  did  not  reoogoize  ?— A.  No,  I 
am  positive  they  were  not  residents  of  Goderioh. 

By  Mr.  PoweU : 

Q.  Would  yoQ  just  step  here  and  see  how  many  of  these  there  are.  The 
qaestioD  I  ask  him  is  this,  if  he  can  tell  me  how  many  at  the  least  are  torn  up  and 
placed  in  exhibit  10-3.    How  many  would  there  be?— A.  There  are  at  least  three. 

Q.  At  least  three  ballots  ?— A.  Tes. 

Q.  At  least  there  are  pieces  of  how  many  ballots  torn.  I  am  uot  saying  how 
many  could  be  made  putting  them  together,  but  at  least  there  are  in  these  pieces 
that  are  in  evidence  as  exhibit  10-3,  there  are  portions  of  at  least  how  many  ballots  7 
—A  Three. 

Q.  Three  ballots,  separate  and  distinct  ballots  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Daaes  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  these  little  pieces  were  found,  what  subdivision  they 
were  taken  out  of  or  anything  of  the  kind  ?— -A.  I  do  not  know  of  my  own 
kBOwledge,  only  what  Beid  told  me. 

Q.  Only  what  Beid  told  you,  about  sixty  little  pieces,  I  should  judge? — ^A. 
Probably.  I  did  not  count  them. 

Q.  What  do  they  look  like?  Like  where  ballots  have  been  torn  up  and 
destroyed  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  heard  the  last  witness  examined.  You  were  in  coui*t  all  the  time,  at 
least  in  the  committee  room  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  said  they  were  found  on  the  floor  where  the  polling  took  place? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  being  torn  up  by  the  officers? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  would  account  for  them  entirely,  being  destroyed  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
suppose  it  would. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  wonderful  about  that.  You  have  attended  elections  before 
to<iay? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  have  been  at  polling  booths  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  over  remember  once  in  your  lite  where  there  was  uot  a  destroyed 
ballot?— A.  What  I  understand 

Q.  Answer  me  that  question  ? — A.  Not  destroyed  in  that  way. 

Q.  You  never  saw  a  ballot  torn  up  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  a  wonderful  electioneer  ? — A.  I  never  saw  it  done  that  way. 

Q.  You  were  going  to  say  vou  have  seen  some  destroyed  ? — ^A.  What  I 
understand  to  be  a  destroyed  ballot,  is  one  that  the  voter  has  destroyed  and 
retajmed  and  got  another  in  the  place  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  never  see  one  destroyed  in  the  poll  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  if  these  were  torn  up  and  destroyed,  that  would  account  these  for  a 
pieces? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Hays,  you  say  you  could  see  distinctly  three 
ballots  ? — A.  What  represents  three  ballots. 

Q.  And  all  of  the  circles  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Not  one  of  them  marked  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  plain;  they  are  blank  ballots;  you  know  of  nothing  wonderful  in 
that;  nothing  very  fi*audulent  could  happen  to  anybody  in  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  wonderful,  bringing  all  these  here  before  the  committee  and  keeping 
them  sealed  up  in  your  safe  and  in  an  envelope;  what  is  the  intention— what  is  the 
inference  you  draw? — A.  I  don't  draw  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  suggest  any  fraud  through  these  blank  ballots  picked  up  ? — A.  No, 
I  don't,  only  it  shows  carelessness. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  why  you  picked  four  pieces  out  of  this  number  and  pasted 
them  together  ? — ^A.  Because  they  had  marks. 

Q.  What  marks? — ^A.  ''No.,"  which  means  number,  and  the  part  containing  the 
number^  I  presume,  of  the  polling  place,  probably  No.  3. 
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Q.  Why  do  you  say  three;  do  you  see  "3  "  there? — A.  No. 
Q.  I  ask  you  for  the  evidence;  is  there  anything  to  show  to  indicate  to  yon 
what  number  could  have  been  there? — A.  No. 

Q,  There  is  not ;  and  then  you  say  what  is  there  ? — A.  "  No." 

Q.  "  N ; "  do  you  see  "  o  "  there?— A.  I  see  part  of  the  "  o "  there. 

Q.  You  do  ? — A.  On  the  side  of  the  paper. 

Q.  How  strong  is  your  imagination,  do  you  think;  do  you  see  anything  more? 

Q.  And  what  else  is  there  ? — A.  G-o-d-e-r-i-c 

By  Mr,  Britton  : 
Q.  That  is  the  town  the  poll  was  at  ? — A.  Groderich. 
By  Sir  Louis  Davies: 

Q.  You  say  you  imagine  that  to  be  part  of  "  Goderich  "  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  whatever  that  is,  as  far  as  you  see,  it  seems  to  end  in  "N"?— A.  "N" 
and  part  of  another  letter. 

Q.  I  am  willing  to  take  your  evidence  whether  this  down  stroke  was  "  o;  *'  that 
is  what  you  state? — A.  That  is  what  I  think  it  is,  and  in  addition  there  is  the  figure 
"  200." 

Q.  And  also  you  want  to  make  a  '*2  "  out  of  this;  do  you? — A.  I  don*t  see  what 
else  it  would  be. 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  say  that  is  a  "3,"  filling  in  the  blank? — A.  It  is  not  com- 
plete. 

Q.  And  you  fill  in  the  blank? — A.  I  don't  see  what  else  it  could  be. 

Q,  What  might  it  not  be  with  your  imagination;  the  bottom  part  of  a  3  or  a  5, 
or  any  other  figure  you  like;  the  bottom  part  of  a  2  it  might  be? — A.  It  goes  over 
too  fur. 

Q.  Might  that  be  the  bottom  part  of  2? — A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  So  thiit  is  all  your  imagination,  tiansformiug  that  little  line  into  a  possible 
3.  You  have  already  told  rae,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned,  it  roquiren  some  effort  of 
the  imagination  to  fill  up  that  blanks  that  '*No  "  and  put  a  top  on  that  figure  and 
call  it  "2"? — A.  It  certainly  iR  not  a  complete  figure. 

Q.  And  a  man  could  equally  well  put  something  el^e  thore  if  bia  imagination  is 
strong  enough? — A.  What  I  meant  was,  I  am  not  positive,  I  am  only  giving  what  I 
think. 

Q.  You  are  only  giving  your  theory? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  think  we  can  puRs  this  by  by  saying  all  this  resolves 
into  three  blank  ballots  without  a  mark  ? — A.  You  will  find  another  piece  you  have 
not  referred  to. 

Q.  All  I  ask  is,  this  is  three  blank  ballots  and  on  the  white  discs  there  is  no 
mark? — A.  On  the  face,  look  at  the  other? 

Q.  On  the  pieces  you  received  from  Mr.  Eeid? — A,  On  the  face  of  the  ballot? 

Q.  Yes.— A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Now  then,  you  got  some  other  pieces  of  paper;  and  I  believe  from  what 
Mr.  Eeid  said  that  Goderich  was  in  a  state  of  excitement  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know 
anything  of  that. 

Q.  Bnt  you  hurried  off  to  Eeid  to  get  them  ? — A.  Yes 

Q.  You  participated  in  the  excitement  to  that  extent? — ^A.  Well,  I  thought  the 
hall  might  be  swept  out. 

Q.  Somebody  told  you  the  ballots  were  found  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  we  will  go  away  from  this  mass  of  pieces  altogether  and  turn  to  the  other 
piece;  this  is  the  document  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  the  author  of  this  in  the  present  shape? — A.  Well,  I  pasted  it. 

Q.  The  architect  did  it  with  your  own  hands,  no  assistance? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  do  that,  the  day  you  got  it  from  Reid? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Reid  didn't  assist?— A.  No. 
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Q.  It  18  not  a  complete  ballot,  is  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Part  of  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  have  got  a  piece  which  appears  to  be  torn,  which  yon  say  would  only 
stiok  by  the  edge  so  we  might  see  some  marks  on  the  back? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  imagination  was  strong  enough  in  the  other  ca^e ;  I  have  no  objection 
to  your  exercising  it  on  that  to  see  what  you  make  out  of  these  hieroglyphics,  these 
marks,  these  lines? — A.  Well,  the  first  letter,  as  I  believe 

Q.  Is  it  a  letter  at  all  ?  Is  it  a  letter  which  would  enable  you  to  state  iu  your 
present  position  it  is  any  letter? — A.  No. 

Q,  i^ow  then,  we  will  go  to  the  second;  are  you  strong  enough  in  your  judg- 
ment to  say  what  that  in? — A.  I  would  say  it  is  an  " P." 

Q.  Perhap  you  will  give  me  your  reasocs — we  may  both  be  prejudiced,  you 
and  I.  Now,  Mr.  Hay^,  to  an  ordinary  eye  that  looks  like  a  stroke,  that  cross 
across  the  top  and  the  line  going  up  ? — A.  There  is  a  line  going  over  this  way  at 
the  lop. 

Q.  You  think  there  is  a  line  over  there  mnking  tho  "P"? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  draw  from  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  a  line  over  there? — A.  Possibly  you  may  be  right. 

Q.  You  think  there  is  a  top  there  indicating  an  "  F'  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Eeid  explained  where  that  wa»»  found,  at  the  top  of  the  stairs  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  as  to  the  circumstances? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  this  story  of  the  pieces  of  ballots  being  found  in  tho  polling  book,  you 
were  all  on  the  qui  vive? — A.  All  I  know  anything  about. 

Q.  And  being  one  of  the  managers  of  the  election  you  know  all  about  it? — A.  I 
presume  I  do. 

Q.  Some  blank  ballots  and  one  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  Mr.  Smith  going  in  to  the  Signal  office? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  want  to  imply  there  was  anything  extraordinary  in  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  1  suppose  strangers  are  in  the  habit  visiting  these  printing  offices  constantly 
during  an  election?  If  strangers  went  to  the  town  of  Goderich  one  of  the* principal 
places  they  would  go  to  would  be  the  printing  offices  ? — A.  If  they  had  business 
there. 

Q.  There  is  nothing  singular  about  it,  why  did  you  notice?  I  want  to  know 
whetheryou  attach  any  importance  to  that? — A.  Well  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  why  you  were  asked  that? — A.  Well  I  can  imagine  why. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Would  you  please  give  the  committee  the  authority  under  which  yon  admi- 
nistered these  declarations,  took  the  declarations  or  administered  the  oath  ? — A. 
Under  the  Act  respecting  the  Administration  of  Oaths. 

Q.  An  Ontario  Act  ? — A.  The  Dominion  Act. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  the  chapter,  1  suppose  ? — A.  No,  it  was  passed  I  think 
in  the  year  1874. 

Q.  And  it  was  under  that  that  you  professed  to  act  in  this? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  (Ghiysboro*^  : 

Q.  Then  it  is  the  similar  way  that  you  take  all  declarations  under  that  Act 
just  the  same  as  in  this  case? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  never  swear  them,  you  never  think  they  ought  to  be  sworn,  whether 
criminal  or  civil  ? — A.  There  is  a  penalty. 

Q.  I  ask  you  is  that  your  general  course,  to  get  the  people  to  sign  it  ? — A.  Cer- 
tainly, and  explain  to  them. 

Q.  You  never  do  it  any  other  way  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  swear,  that  is  the  general  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Mr.  Hays,  I  understand  that  is  the  general  way  with  solemn  declarations  ? — 
A.  Yes. 
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Q.  But  not  the  way  jon  make  affldavitB  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  I  would  call  your  attention  to  this  ballot  (exhibit  10-3)  which  Sir  Loaia 
Davies  has  asked  jon  about ;  woald  yoa  swear  positively  that  that  is  '*  200  ?" 
What  is  your  judgment  ?— A.  My  judgment  is  it  is  "  200." 

Q.  And  what  is  your  judgment  on  that  letter  "  N  "  and  portion  of  the  other  ? — 

A.  "N-o."       :w-    %^m 

Q.  That  is  the  abbreviation  for  number  T — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  is  your  judgment  on  that  "  G-o-d-e-r,"  that  that  means  what  ?— A. 
Goderich. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 

Q.  You  have  never  looked  at  them  since  you  got  them  ? — A.  No,  never. 

Q.  From  the  time  you  got  them  to  the  present  you  never  had  them  arranged 
till  now  ? — A.  Nothing  further  than  these  pieces. 

Q.  I  mean  these  pieces  that  are  pasted.  You  never  arranged  them  or  anything 
else  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  that  you  are  giving  your  judgment,  upon  the  explanation  that  is  made  to 
you  over  there,  just  now,  Tor  the  first  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Ur.  Powell. — I  ask  that  these  small  pieces  be  marked  and  recorded  on  the 
evidence  as  10-3  ? 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  One  of  these  exhibits  you  have  not  been  asked  about  is  exhibit  10-2  ?  Do 
you  see  any  mark  on  the  larger  piece  of  the  ballot  which  is  pasted  on  10-2  ?— A. 
Yes 

*Q.  What  do  you  take  it  to  bo  ?--A.  1  take  it  to  be  "  F." 

Q.  And  what  do  you  take  the  mark  before  the  '*  F  "  to  be  ?— A.  "  J,"  but  there 
is  a  portion  of  it  missing. 

Q.  And  there  is  a  portion  also  of  "  F  "  apparently  missing  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  A  small  portion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  is  also  a  pencil  mark  on  the  small  piece  of  exhibit  10-2  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  small  piece  of  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes,  I  don't  know  what  that  is. 

Q.  In  looking  at  exhibit  No.  2  you  have  told  Sir  Louis  Davies  that  you  took 
the  second  mark  there  to  be  '*  F  "  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  "  F,"  do  you  see  a  pencil  mark  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Apparently  a  straight  pencil  mark? — A.  Yes,  with  a  little  turn. 

Q.  With  a  little  turn  ? — A.  A  little  turn  and  also  a  mark  of  a  cross. 

Mr.  Britton  objected  to  the  question  as  leading  witness.    Argument  followed. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  You  have  been  exercising  a  little  imagination  on  this,  eh  I  Mr.  Hays? — A.  I 
don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Borden  that  you  came  to  the  conclusion  that  this  represents  a 
largo  •*  F  "  ?— A.  I  certainly  did. 

Q.  You  don't  mean  to  go  farther  than  that  You  don't  profess  to  be  an  expert 
of  course  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  not  an  expert. 

Q.  Not  an  expert  on  hand  writing,  just  to  the  best  of  your  judgment? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  want  to  see  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  how  your  judgment  is.  You  think  this 
the  top  of  the  **  J  "  do  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  would  make  it,  if  this  was  a  cross  there,  it  would  mark  it  off  distinctly, 
would  wouldn't  it? — A.  No,  because  it  has  no  down  stroke  there. 

Q.  Eh  I  ?— A.  There  is  a  distinction. 

Q.  I  only  wanted  to  see  by  what  reasoning  you  came  to  this  conclusion.  You 
can  make  almost  anything  out  of  that  beginning  at  the  top,  eh  ? — A.  I  thought  that 
was  what  it  was. 
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By  Mr.  Bergeron  : 

Q.  To  earn  up  the  whole  thing,  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  were  found  in  that  divi^ 
sion  aboat  five  bailottt  which  had  been  torn  up  and  thrown  on  the  floor  ? — A.  As  far 
as  I  know  foar. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  am  asking  jou,  how  many  ballots  were  fonnd  torn  up  in  the 
poll  there,  according  to  your  estimation? — A.  The  bullots  that  were  produced  here. 

Q.  In  No.  10-3  ?— A.  In  number  lU-3, 1  would  say  at  least  three  ballots,  I  can't 
say  there  was  more. 

Q.  That  were  found  in  the  poll  on  the  floor  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  two  which  had  been  pasted  by  you,  had  been  found  where? — 
A  No.  There  was  only  one. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean,  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  found  where  ? 

Sir  Louis  Daviss. — Mr.  Seid  stated  yesteixiay  that  he  found  it  at  the  head  of 
the  stairs.  v 

Mr.  Bo&DBN. — ^No.  2  was  found  outside  in  the  hall  near  the  head  of  the  stairway, 
80  Mr.  Beid  says.    Mr.  Hays  has  no  knowledge  at  all  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  any  ballot  torn  in  that  way  and  thrown  on  the  floor  at 
other  elections  7 — A.  No,  I  have  already  said  that. 

By  Mr.  Eussell  : 

Q.  You  are  of  course  familiar  with  the  law  that  requires  a  spoiled  ballot  to  be 
put  in  an  evelope  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  made  no  inquiry  as  to  whether  that  was  done  in  this  case  or 
not?— A.  No. 

Q.  Suppose  you  found  there  had  been  some  spoiled  ballots  at  this  booth,  but 
there  was  no  envelope  containing  the  spoiled  ballots  in  the  returning  officer's  return, 
do  you  think  you  might  account  for  these  pieces  of  ballots  being  on  the  floor  by  that 
circumstance  or  not  ? — A.  Do  you  mean  if  the  deputy  returning  officer  made  returns 
of  spoiled  ballots,  but  no  ballots? 

Q.  Yos.  Gould  it  possibly  be  that  these  were  the  spoiled  ballots  that  were  not 
returned  in  an  envelope  and  instead  of  being  returned  it  were  thrown  on  the  floor, 
don't  you  think  that  would  account  for  it  ? — A.  If  his  return  showed  about  the  same 
number  I  should  think  bo. 

Q.  If  his  return  showed  the  6ame  number  that  would  be  the  inference  you  would 
draw  ? — A.  [t  might. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  This  is  what  you  make  as  200  there  7 — A.  That  would  be  in  my  judgment' 

Q.  Aud  Goderich  7— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  I  suppose  that  where  a  package  was — in  the  first  place  do  you 
know  whose  hand  writing  that  is? — A.  No,  I  do  not  recognize  it  at  all. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  that  came  from  the  printing  office  or  not? — A.  No, 
I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  thai  when  these  packages  of  ballots  were  delivered  in  the  first 
place  they  would  bear  the  number  in  the  package  on  the  back  of  the  outside  ballot  ? 
— A.  I  believe  that  is  so. 

Q.  And  of  course  Goderich  in  that  reference  would  refer  to  the  town  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  number  there  is  out  altogether,  No.  for  number  and  the  figure  is  out 
altogether? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  if  you  were  dealing  with  hypothesis  this  may  be  the  bottom  one  of  a 
package  handed  to  some  poll  in  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  may  be  the  writing  of  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  can*t  say  as  to 
that. 

Witness  was  discharged. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


200  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Nixon  Douqhertt,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

This  witness  is  No.  39  on  the  poll  book. 

Q,  Ton  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  that  was  held  on  the  21st  February, 
1899,  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name  ? — A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Who  were  the  candidates  at  the  election  ? — A.  M!r.  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  your  mark  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q    What  kind  of  a  mark?— A.  An  '*  x." 

Q.  An  "  X  "  or  crosn  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  ? — A.  Beg  pardon. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it  ? — A.  Well,  it  was  a  round  place. 

Q.  What  colour  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  A  round  white  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  in  that  round  white  place? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Alter  marking  the  ballot  and  folding  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I 
folded  it  up  and  handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  pass  right  along? — A.  Yes,  I  passed  right  along. 

Q.  Handed  him  the  ballot  and  passed  right  along? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  any  time  after  that  in  the  polling  booth? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  passed  right  out?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Brition : 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Conservative? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yes,  and  wore  you  taking  any  active  part  at  all  in  that  election  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  any  committee? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  by  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  They  let  you  do  then  just  what  you  thought  best? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  meeting  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  attend  a  meeting  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  voted,  of  course,  at  a  good  many  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many? — A.  Well,  now,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  many  elections  I  have 
voted  at,  I  would  have  to— — 

Q.  Several,  at  all  events? — A.  Yes,  several. 

Q.  Is  this  your  usual  practice  not  to  see  where  your  ballot  goes? — A.  Well, yes, 
it  is.  I  generally  just  hand  it  to  him  and  go  out.  I  do  not  take  any  part  in  bother- 
ing with  politics. 

Q.  Did  you  know  where  it  was  to  go? — ^A.  Yes,  certainly. 

Q.  And  the  box  was  there,  in  sight  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  hole  in  the  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  all  that? — A.  Yes,  I  saw  it  when  he  was  handing  me  the  ballot. 

Q.  When  he  was  handing  you  the  ballot  you  saw  there  was  a  ballot  box  there, 
placed  to  put  the  ballot  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  into  the  room  and  marked  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  could  not  make  any  mistake  about  marking  it?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  think  you  did  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  anything  on  the  ballot  that  had  to  be  torn  off? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  yon  know  there  was  anything  in  the  ballot  that  had  to  be  torn  off ?^A. 
I  did  not. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  when  you  marked  it? — A.  I  folded  it  up. 

Q.  Tou  folded  it  so  that  the  initials  wore  exposed  and  then  you  took  it  into  the 
room  where  the  returning  officer  wa«»  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  far  we  have  got.  Who  were  there,  that  is,  in  the  room? — A.  Well  I 
cabnot  tell  you  unless  Mr.  McMimus. 

Q.  Anyone  else  that  you  remember? — A,  Mr.  McManns  was  in  the  room  just 
passed  and  saw  him  and  walked  out. 

Q.  McManus  was  thei*e  and  who  else,  do  you  know? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Surely  you  know  somebody  who  was  in  the  room  ? — A.  I  did  not  see  ihem 
to  know  who  it  was.    Of  course  they  told  me  after  I  came  out  but  I  did  not  see. 

Q.  You  did  see  Mr.  McManus? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  McBvoy?— A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  McBvoy  there  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  know  Shaw? — A.  Yes,  I  know  him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  him? — A.  1  didn't  take  any  notice. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Lawson  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Then  the  only  person  you  can  lemember  is  McManus  and  the  deputy 
returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  recorded  your  name  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  even  that.  Was  your  name  recorded  in  the  book? — A. 
Well,  I  expect  it  was. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  nee  anybody  writing  down  your  name  ? — A.  I  didn't  take  any 
notice. 

Q.  You  have  known  the  deputy  returning  officer  some  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  him,  a  nhort  distance? — A.  Oh,  yes,  about 

Q.  Always  known  him  favourably? — A.  Yes,  I  have  known  him,  of  courc^e  not 
personally. 

Q.  Never  heard  anything  bad  about  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  bad  about  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Never  heard  anything  bad  about  him  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  suspect  any  thing  at  that  time? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  returning  officer  do  anything  with  the  paper  you  handed 
to  him  ? — A.  I  just  handed  it  and  moved  out, 

Q.  Your  answer  is  you  did  not  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  tear  anything  from  the  paper? — A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  see  the  way  he  put  his  hand,  then  you  dpn't  know  very  much  about 
it.    Did  you  slay  about  the  poll  long? — A.  No,  1  went  straight  home. 

Q.  Did  you  return  again  to  the  place  ? — A.  To  my  own  home. 

Q.  To  the  poll  booth  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  No,  what  time  in  the  day  was  it  when  you  voted  ? — A.  Well  it  was  in  the 
afternoon,  but  I  cannot  tell  the  hour. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  the  time  in  the  afternoon.  When  was  the  next  you  heard 
anything  about  the  voting  in  that  polling  place?  How  long  after  you  voted  before 
you  heanl  anything  with  reference  to  the  voting  in  that  place? — A.  I  can't  hardly 
answer  that  question. 

Q.  You  cannot  answer.  What  did  you  hear,  what  was  the  next  thing  that 
occurred  with  reference  to  your  vote? — A.  Of  course  the  first  thing  I  heard  was 
that  H  /Imes  was  elected,  I  think  probably  the  next  day,  but  I  can't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  That  was  the  general  report,  that  he  was  elected.  What  next.  Anything 
with  reference  to  yourself.  Did  you  tell  anybody  how  you  voted? — ^A.  No,  sir,! 
did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  anybody  how  you  voted.  Did  you  ever  tell  anybody  ? — A, 
If  they  asked  me  I  would. 
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Q,  Did  they  ask  yon.  Did  anybody  ask  yoa?-— A.  I  do  not  think  anybody 
asked  me  because  I  always  voted  Conservative,  and  they  didn't  bother  with  me. 

Q.  After  you  voted  did  anybody  ask  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Never? — A,  No,  never,  no  person  asked  me. 

Q.  No  person  asked  you  ? — A.  Tes.  Oh,  I  beg  your  pardon.  Mr.  McLean  and 
LawsoD  came  and  met  me  on  the  road. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  and  Lawnon  met  you  on  the  road  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  seem  to  have  met  all  the  voters  on  the  road  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  they  meet  you? — A.  They  asked  me  how  I  voted  and  asked  me 
to  sign  this  declaration. 

Q.  Asked  yon  to  sign  the  declaration  ?  Where  was  that  as  near  as  you  can 
remember? — A.  Well,  it  was  a  short  time  after  the  election,  but  I  won't  swear. 

Q.  And  on  the  road,  where  was  it? — A.  Somewhere  about  Leeburn. 

Q.  And  that  is  near  where  you  live  ? — A.  About  four  miles. 

Q.  You  were  out  on  your  own  business  and  met  them  by  accident  ? — A,  I  was 
goin&r  to  Groderich. 

Q.  And  when  you  did  meet  them  what  happened  ? — A.  Well,  they  asked  me 

Q.  Who  asked  you  ? — A.  Mr.  Johnston ;  I  won't  be  positive.  I  think  it  was 
Johnston. 

Q,  Mr.  Johnston  asked  you  what? — A.  Who  I  voted  for. 

Q.  He  csked  you  who  you  voted  for  and  you  told  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  next  ? — A.  He  asked  me  would  I  sign  this  declaration. 

Q.  He  atsked  yon  if  yon  would  sign  this  declaration  and  presented  the  paper  ? — 
A.  X  es» 

Q.  And  what  did  you  ^ay  ? — A.  I  said,  yes,  certainly. 

Q.  Without  knowing  what  it  was  ? — A.  He  tohd  mo  what  it  was. 

Q.  What  ?— A.  He  asked  me  did  I  vote  for  McLean. 

Q.  What  next  did  he  say? — A.  And  would  I  sign  this  declaration.  He  read  it 
over  to  me.  Of  courae  I  cannot  remember  all,  but  of  course  I  knew  that  I  voted  for 
McLean. 

Q.  And  then  he  produced  the  paper  and  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  paper  was  all  ready  before  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  what  then  ? — A.  He  filled  it  out  there  right  on  the  road. 

Q.  He  filled  some  paper  out  there  right  on  the  road  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  fill  it  out  with  ? — A.  A  pen,  1  think. 

Q,  He  had  an  ink  bottle  ready  bad  he,  and  ink  horn  ?  Can't  you  remenber  that 
He  filled  it  out  with  either  pen  or  pencil  ? — A.  Yee. 

Q.  Well,  then,  what  next  ?— 

Mr.  Borden, — The  witness  said  it  was  a  pen  very  clearly  ? 

Witness. — It  was  a  pen. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  You  have  got  lo  there ? — A.  It  is  so  long  since  this  occurred. 

Q.  It  is  not  so  very  long  at  all.  After  he  filled  something  out  he  i*ead  it  to  you 
didn't  he  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  what  next  ? — A.  I  signed  it. 

(J.  And  then  what? — A.  I  drove  on  and  he  drove  on. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  certainly. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn't  you  tell  me  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  A  declaration  or  whatever 
you  like  to  call  it. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  to  call  it  anything.  I  want  to  know  if  you  remember  what 
did  Johnston  or  McLean  say  to  you  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  I  think  all  I  can  tell  you. 

Q.  You  havn't  told  me  anything  about  their  telling  you  it  was  either  a  declara- 
tion or  an  oath.  Did  anybody  say  that? — ^A.  Didn't  I  tell  you  before  it  was  a 
declaration  ? 

Q.  How  do  you  know?  What  took  place  between  you  and  him  and  Lawson 
and  McLean  ? — A.  What  took  place? 
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Q.  When  yon  met  them  on  the  road  and  Johnston  ask  70a  who  yon  voted  for, 
70U  told  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  then,  what  next  ? — A.  Well,  I  have  answered  the  whole  answer.  I 
cannot  answer  any  more.    I  have  told  you  everything  I  know. 

Q.  Ton  havD^  told  me  one-half  you  know  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q.  Johnson,  did  he  ride  on  after  he  filled  the  paper  or  was  anything  more  said  ? 
-A.  Well,  I  do  not  think  bo. 

Q.  Oh,  don't  whisper,  say  it  out  ? — A.  I  oannot  remember  of  anythiug. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  anything  you  said  ? — A.  No. 

Q^  It  was  filled  out  before  it  was  shown  to  you  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  read  it? — A.  No,  he  read  it  to  me. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  told  me  something.  Now,  then,  I  want  yon  to  tell  me  if  he 
said  anything  at  that  time  after  he  read  it  over  ? 

Mr.  Haooabt. — I  object.  Counsel  has  asked  these  questions  half  a  dozen  times. 
I  ask  a  ruling  of  the  chair. 

The  Chairman. — I  must  admit  that  I  believe  the  witness  has  answered  frankly 
to  the  questions,  and  he  appears  to  me  to  have  told  all  he  knows  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Then  you  came  down  here  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Dougherty  I  ask  you  a  question,  when  you  came  down  here  to 
Ottawa  who  did  you  see  in  reference  to  this  matter  about  your  evidence  ? — A.  Who 
did  I  see? 

Q.  Yes,  who  did  you  see,  who  were  you  talking  to  during  all  these  days  ? — A. 

Q.  In  the  first  place  you  saw  Mr.  Borden  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  told  him  all  about  this  matter? — A.  I  have  not  talked  about  this 
matter  to  him. 

Q.  Has  he  talked  to  you  before  he  saw  you  in  the  witness  box  ? — A.  No. 

Mr.  BoBDSN  (Halifax).— I  may  state  for  the  information  of  my  hon.  friend,  and 
for  the  information  of  the  committee,  that  of  these  forty-one  witnesses,  who  have 
comedown  here  to  ^ive  evidence,  I  have  spoken  to  just  two  on  other  matters,  Shaw 
and  McManus,  taking  their  statements  from  them  as  to  other  matters.  As  far  as 
the  other  thirty-nine  men  are  concerned,  I  have  never  spoken  to  them. 

Mr.  Button. — I  accept  that. 

By  Mr,  Britton : 

Q.  Now  then,  we  will  pass  to  any  one  else;  did  you  talk  to  any  one  else  about 
the  evidence  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  from  first  to  last  since  you  came  here  you  have  had  no  conversation 
with  any  one  as  to  the  evidence  you  were  to  give  here? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  I  need  not  ask  you  about  particular  persons  you  saw? — A.  No,  I  have 
not  talked  to  any  person,  1  said  I  had  not  anything  to  say. 

Q.  Who  did  you  say  that  to  ? — A.  I  just  did  it  generally  as  to  any  one  here. 

Q.  You  talked  to  yourself  like  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  so  then  you  have  been  here  all  these  days  without  saying  anything  to 
those  interested  in  this  investigation  or  talking  to  them  about  this  investigation,  is 
that  it  ?— A   Yes,  concerning  myself. 

Q.  Did  yon  sign  this  declaration  with  pencil  or  pen  ? — A.  Well,  I  think — Oh, 
it  was  with  pen. 

Q.  And  furnished  by  whom  ? — A.  By  Mr.  Johnston. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  Mr.  Dougherty,  one  or  two  questions  will  settle  the  whole  thing ;  I  want  to 
ask  yon  when  you  wont  to  vote  you  knew  there  were  officers  lawfully  appointed  ? — 
A.  X  e8,  sir. 

Q.  To  do  the  work  required  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  had  cunfidenoe  that  ho  would  do  it  properly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  voted  before  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  knew  there  would  be  uothing  wrong? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  voted  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  eame  back  imd  gave  it  to  an  officer  of  the  goverDmeot  who  was  an 
honest  man  and  he  took  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Next  day  you  heard  Holmes  was  elected  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  anybody  who  said  he  was  surprised  at  the  result? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  later  on  when  you  met  M!r.  M!oLean  and  this  gentleman,  Mr.  Johnston 
on  the  road,  they  asked  youif  you  had  voted  and  you  said  yes  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  said  yes  ? — A.  Ycd. 

Q.  You  Higned  that  declaration  that  they  read  to  you  purporting  that  you  had 
voted  for  McLean  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Mr.  Dougherty,  are  you  boarding  at  the  same  place  with  the  other  witnesses, 
at  the  Brunswick  House  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Quite  a  number  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  heai*d  any  conversation  among  them  about  the  people  that  signed 
for  McLean  ? — A.  Well,  this,  that  they  signed,  of  course,  I  have  not  heard  any  of  the 
conversations. 

Q.  No  oonversaiion  you  can  recollect  to  swear  to  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  particular  conversation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  them  say  that  was  like  an  oath  and  they  would  have  to 
stand  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  conversation  like  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  had  some  conversations  with  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have  been 
talking  with  him  as  a  general  thing. 

Q.  About  the  trial  ?  Has  he  said  anything  to  any  witness,  have  you  heard  him 
say  anything  to  any  of  the  witnesses  you  spoke  to  of  thif  document  being  like  an 
oath  and  haV^ing  to  stand  to  it  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  that  ? — A.  No,  you  know  1  have  not  a  good  memory,  I 
have  not  heard  anything. 

Q.  But  if  these  words  you  heard,  it  cannot  have  escaped  your  memory  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  now  you  say  you  heard  no  conversation  between  Beck  and  the  witnesses 
about  the  nature  of  the  documents  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  I  have  heard  conversa- 
tions. 

Q.  Well,  what  sort  of  conversations,  just  what  you  recollect  ? — A.  I  can  hardly 
explain  it. 

Q.  Well,  I  do  not  just  understand  what  you  mean  when  you  say  you  can  hardly 
explain  it,  you  mean  you  cannot  remember  ?— A.  Of  course  they  had  conversations. 

Q.  Well,  I  ask  you  to  tell  us  what  the  conversations  were? — ^A.  Well,  do  you 
know,  I  cannot. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  anything  of  that  kind  was  said,  that  they  had 
signed  them  ? — A.  Well,  of  course. 

Q.  And  that  they  had  better  stick  to  whut  they  signed.  Anything  of  that;  you 
mean  you  cannot  remember  it  in  that  shape? — A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  it  at  all,  1  would  like  you  to  try  to  i-emember  it  for  us, 
you  have  not  heard  the  same  kind  of  conversation  spoken  of  yesterday  among 
witnesses  ?  That  it  was  a  document,  it  was  the  same  as  an  oath  and  if  they  did  not 
stick  to  that  they  might  get  into  trouble? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  say  what  conversation  you  did  hear? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  say  you  did  not  hear  any  conversation  about  that  subject  ? — A.  I 
have  not  taken  any  part. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  that,  I  am  not  accusing  you,  you  are  one  of  the  most  honest 
witnesses  that  came  on  the  witness  stand  and  that  is  why  I  am  asking  you.  Mr. 
Dougherty,  listen  to  me,  do  you  say  that  you  heard  no  conversation  among  the 
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witneeseB  on  the  subject  of  the  paper  they  signed  being  an  oath  ? — A.  ISTo,  I  do  not 
think  I  have. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  think  you  have  heard  any  conversation  on  the  sabject  of  the 
paper  thev  signed  being  an  oath  ? — A.  Of  saying  that  you  had  to  stand  by  it  ? 

Q.  Wei),  perhaps  that  pai*t  you  did  not ;  did  you  hear  anything  on  the  subject 
of  that  document  being  like  an  oath,  anything  like  that  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Well,  you  are  sure  you  did  not,  evidently  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure,  that  is  clear  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  that  you  have  not  a  good  recollection  for  things  like  that  ? — A. 
Well,  no,  if  I  am  not  interested  in  a  thing  it  goes  like  that — like  the  wind. 

Witness  discharged. 


Jamss  Clabk,  No.  69,  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Malifax)  : 

Q,  You  reside  in  Col  borne,  Mr.  Clarke  ? — A.  1  do. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  on  ihe  21st  of  February,  1899,  for  the 
west  riding  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — A.  Mr. 
Cnmmings. 

Q.  Donald  Cnmmings  ? — A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  ? — A.  A  good  cross. 

Q.  A  croHs  ? — A.  A  good  X. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  There 
was. 

Q.  What  colonr?— A.  White. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  shape  of  it? — A.  A  circle. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  whore? — A.  In  the  centre. 

Q.  In  the  centre  of  this  ciicular  bpace? — A.  I  just  did. 

Q.  And  when  you  marked  your  ballot  paper  and  folded  it,  what  did  you  do  with 
it? — A.   Rolled  it  up  and  passed  it  to  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  the  same  ballot  paper  you  received  from  him? — A.  I 
certainly  did  that,  I  had  no  other. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Not  particularly,  I  saw  him  put 
it  in  the  ballot  box,  but  what  he  dia  before  there  was  some  time  passed. 

Q.  Some  time  passed  ? — A.  Very  little,  but  I  saw  him  put  what  I  supposed  was 
the  pame  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  tear  anything  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  observe  him  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  him  put  his  right  hand  in  his  pocket? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  were  you  standing  when  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  Not  quite  in  front 
bat  a  little  past. 

Q.  Did  you  go  in  front  to  give  him  your  ballot? — A.  I  gave  it  to  him,  as  I 
passed  and  went  by. 

By  Sir  Louis  Daoies : 

Q.  Did  you  know  it  was  his  duty  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  did  not 
know  that. 

Q.  Did  you  leave  the  counterfoil  ready  or  fold  the  ballot  close  up  ? — A.  No,  I 
did  not  leave  it,  and  the  initial  would  be  plain  to  be  seen. 
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Q.  That  was  your  idea,  to  bring  the  ioitials  clear? — ^A.  Tes. 

Q.  Toa  had  no  idea  in  year  mind  about  tearing  off  the  coanierfoil  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  he  would  have  to  open  it  np  to  get  the  counterfoil  off?— A«  That  might 
be  80. 

Q.  Well,  was  he  longer  than  it  would  take  a  man  to  open  it  and  tear  off  the 
counterfoil? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  was  not? — A.  A  very  short  space. 

Q.  There  was  not  anything  to  raise  suspicion  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  he  put  in  the  ballot  box  the  same  paper  you  have  him  ? — A^  I  am 
pretty  positive  of  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  the  names  came  in  order  on  the  ballot  paper? — ^A.  Ohl  I 
do,  McLean  was  the  bottom  one. 

Q.  Did  you  remember  that  without  looking  at  the  ballot  paper,  what  makes  you 
remember  it,  have  you  any  means  ? — A.  The  ballot. 

Q.  Yes,  any  reasons? — ^A.  I  ihought  it  was  the  nicest  looking  ballot  I  have 
seen,  and  the  neatest  and  the  easiest  to  mark,  without  making  a  mistake,  and  I 
admired  it  veiy  much  for  that. 

Q.  And  you  marked  it  well  ? — A.  I  marked  it  particularly  well. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 
Q.  Do  you  know  Beck? — A.  I  have  seen  him  a  great  many  times. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Yo  1  made  a  statement  afterwards,  did  you  ? — ^A.  A  statement  ? 

Q.  To  Mr.  McLean  ?— A.  Of  what  sort  ? 

Q.  As  to  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  No,  I  have  seen  Mr.  McLean  about  once 
since. 

Q.  Did  any  one  come  to  you  for  the  statement  ?^A.  He  did. 

Q.  Well.  I  asked  yon  did  anyone  come  to  you,  Mr.  McLean  or  any  one  to  give 
a*statement  how  you  voted  ? — ^A.  With  regard  to  my  voting  ? 

Q.  Who  was  it  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Where  did  they  meet  you  ? — A.  At  my  place. 

Q.  Did  they  produce  a  paper  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  produce  a  Bible  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  told  you  were  taking  an  oath  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Anything  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  A  declaration,  I  declared. 

Q.  Nothing  was  said  about  it  being  an  oath  or  equal  to  an  oath,  or  an  affidavit 
or  equal  to  an  affidavit? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  ready  for  yon  to  sign  when  they  came  there  ? — A.  He  filled  in  the 
date  and  my  name ;  he  had  a  blank  form. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  You  understood  that  you  were  making  a  declaration  that  you  had  voted  for 
Mr.  McLean  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  signed  that  declaration  for  that  purpose.  For  the  purpose  of  stating 
that  you  voted  for  McLean  you  signed  that  declaration  to  certify  that  you  voted  for 
McLean?— A.  Certainly. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Beck  since  you  came  down  here? — A.  Yes,  I  see  him 
now. 

Q.  You  know  him  well  ? — A.  Quite  well. 

Q.  You  and  he  have  been  talking  since  you  came  down  ? — A.  I  gaees  we  have. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  it  was  an  important  matter  in  connection  with  that  that  it 
was  a  declaration? — A.  He  has  not  told  me  anything  of  the  kind. 
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Q.  Has  he  told  others  in  jour  presenoe  ?--A.  I  never  heard  him  say  anything 
aboat  it  in  my  life. 

Q.  Nothing  aboat  the  evidence  you  were  to  give  ? — A.  No,  not  a  soul. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  with  any  other  witnesses  in  your  presence? — A.  Not  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  other  witnesses  in  your  presence  ? — A.  I  had  no 
conversation  with  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  the  other  witnesses  in  your  presence  in  regard  to 
the  evidence  ? — A.  To  be  given  here  ? 

Q.  To  be  given  anywhere  ?— A.  No,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  You  have  something  you  are  keeping  back,  haven't  you  ?  You  might  as 
well  tell  it  out  ? — ^A.  I  have  heard  him  speaking  to  them  with  regard  to  giving 
evidence,  not  to  have  anything  to  say,  but  to  answer  the  question  they  are  asked. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Several  times. 

Q.  Where  was  this  ? — A.  Since  I  have  been  in  the  city. 

Q.  And  where  ?    At  the  hotel,  or  here  ? — ^A.  Here  in  this  house. 

Q.  Then  he  has  been  talking  with  the  witnesses  how  they  were  to  give  their 
evidence  here  ? 

Question  objected  to. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  When  the  witness  came  out  and  seemed  to  be  pretty 
haitl  puzzled,  he  said  ''perhaps  you  said  too  much."    I  ctn't  remember  the  words. 

Q.  What  did  be  f>ay  when  the  witness  came  out  as  if  he  was  puzzled  ? — A.  That 
he  needn't  be  puzzled  if  be  only  annwered  the  questions  that  were  asked  him,  or 
something  like  that. 

Q.  It  was  something  like  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  tbat  was  in  this  building? — A.  It  was  in  the  ball  outside. 

Q.  So  that  from  time  to  time  he  has  gone  out  into  the  hall  to  talk  to  the  wit- 
nesses as.to  the  evidence  they  would  give? — A.  I  do  not  say  it  was  from  time  to 
time.    I  have  beard  him  do  it  once,  I  think. 

Q.  When  did  you  hear  him  ? — A.  Yertterday. 

Q.  Have  you  been  within  the  hearing  of  other  witnesses  yourself? — A.  At  the 
time? 

Q.  When  they  were  giving  their  evidence  have  you  been  within  hearing  of 
them  ? — A.  Not  since  the  first  day. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness? — A.  Not  a  syllable,  not  one 
word. 

Q.  Who  were  the  witnesses  that  were  present  when  Mr.  Beck  gave  this  advice? 
— ^A.  I  was  for  one,  but  I  can't  tell  who  the  rest  were. 

Q.  There  were  several  others  there.    Who  were  they  ? — A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  Did  he  use  the  word  "  declaration  ?*' — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Or  oath  ? — A.  I  think  not — neither  one  nor  the  other. 

Q.  Nor  as  to  anything  that  any  witness  had  signed  ? — ^A.  I  heard  nothing  said 
about  signing. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  a  declaration  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  over  yourself? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  read  and  write,  do  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  not  read  it  over  yourself? — A.  I  saw  it  and  saw  it  read  over. 

Q.  Was  it  read  all  over? — A.  I  followed  it  when  the  man  read  it, with  my  own 
eyes. 

Q.  Did  he  read  it  quite  loud  ? — A.  As  loud  as  you  are  talking  now,  and  that  is 
loud  enough. 

Q.  And  ihen  you  signed  ii? — A.  I  did. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q,  Mr.  Clarke,  you  were  asked  whether  you  can  read  or  write.  Ydu  lived  in 
England  before  you  came  to  this  country  ? — A.  I  have  been  in  England. 

Q.  You  arc  a  nephew,  I  understand,  of  Sir  Andrew  Clarke,  or  Sir  James 
Clarke?— A.  Of  Sir  James  Clarke. 
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Q.  Yon  are  a  reading  man,  are  yon  ? — A.  I  am. 

Q.  Yon  are  a  fairly  well  edncated  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  yon  heard  Mr.  Beck  say  was  to  witnesses  who  had  been  on  the  stand 
and  who  had  come  ont  puzzled  ? — A.  It  was  to  the  witnesseH  who  were  coming  in, 

Q.  It  was  to  the  witnesses  who  were  coming  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Just  state  to  me  what  he  said  ? — A.  He  said  it  was  good  not  to  have  too 
much  to  say. 

Q.  Not  to  have  too  much  to  say?  I  thinic  that  is  very  good  advice  to  give. 
He  told  them  they  were  simply  to  answer  the  questions  asked  them  ? — A.  That  is 
it  exactly. 

Q.  And  not  to  have  anything  to  say  outside  of  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  was  anything  improper  in  that  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  regard  that  as  improper  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  : 

Q.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  Mr.  Beck  said  among  other  things,  of  course 
you  can  correct  me  if  I  am  wrong,  but  he  said  among  other  things,  they  were  to  be 
cautious  and  if  they  got  puzzled  they  would  say  too  much.  You  heard  him  say 
that?— A.  I  did. 

By  Mr,  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  don't  remember  which  witness  it  was  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Did  it  occur  to  more  than  one  witness  ? — A.  I  can't  say  positively,  but  he 
said  it  to  one. 

Q.  Which  wituesH  did  he  say  it  to  ? — A.  He  said  it  to  myself  for  one. 

Q.  He  didn't  need  to  say  it  to  you  ? — A.  He  thought  so. 

Q,  But  he  missed  his  mark  that  time? — A.  Almost. 

Q.  I  am  satisfied  he  was  barking  up  the  wrong  tree,  but  you  can't  remember 
him  taying  thai  to  any  other  witness  butyourRelf  ?  It  was  not  yourself  you  had  in 
mind  ? — A.  No,  ti»ere  must  have  been  one  or  two  others  there,  but  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  can't  recollect  what  other  witnesses  you  had  in  mind  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  often  do  you  recall  that  circumstance  of  his  speaking  to  the  witnesses 
that  way  ? — A.  It  was  very  seldom,  once  or  twice. 

Q.  Was  it  in  consequence  of  anything  that  was  said  to  him  by  the  witness,  or 
not? — A.  I  won't  swear  to  that,  I  think  the  witness  spoke  first. 

Q.  Yon  can't  recollect  which  witness  it  was  who  spoke  first  to  Beck? — A.  No, 
I  can't. 

Q.  You  think  there  was  a  witness  who  spoke  to  him  firnt,  that  one  or  more 
spoke  to  him  first  when  he  made  this  remark  to  them'  that  they  would  not  be 
puzzled  if  they  would  only  stick  to  the  questions  and  not  make  speeches  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  in  response  to  a  witness  that  was  about  to  go  on  the  stand  he  said 
this?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  occurred  more  than  once  outside  of  yourself  ? — A.  It  may  have. 

Q.  But  you  will  nut  undertake  to  say  what  it  was  that  called  for  that  remark 
from  Beck  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know  what  he  baid.  I  can't  give  the  words  of  the 
man  because  I  was  talking  and  took  no  particular  notice  of  them. 

Q.  I  understand  that  perfectly.  You  are  all  right,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned, 
but  it  was  in  response  to  some  remark  of  a  witness  that  was  about  to  go  on  the 
stand  that  Beck  told  him  he  needn't  be  scared  if  he  only  answered  the  questions  that 
were  going  to  be  asked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  some  witness  that  was  afraid  he  was  going  to  be  turned  inside  out  on 
the  stand  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  have  a  great  degree  of  curiosity  to  know  who  that  witness  was? — A.  I 
can't  remember. 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Were  the  witnesseB  talking  about  the  oross  baggliog,  as  they  call  it,  did  yoir 
6ver  hear  of  that  in  vonr  ezperienoe  ? — A.  No,  I  dare  say  I  have  heard  of  it. 

Q.  And  one  of  the  witnesses  spoke  to  Beck  before  he  made  that  remark  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Witness  was  discharged. 


Arthub  a.  Williams  called  and  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Your  name,  please  ? — A.  Arthur  A.  Williams. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  50.    You  reside  in  the  township  of  CJolborne  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  voted  in  the  Dominion  election  for  the  West  Biding  of  Huron  on  the 
2l8t  February,  1899?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
J)oDald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  For  McLean. 

Q.  For  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ?— A.  An  "  X." 

Q.  That  is  the  same  as  a  cross,  you  mean  ? — A.  Cross,  yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  on  the  ballot  opposite  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  of 
patting  your  mark  ? — A.  There  was  a  white  space. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  shape  of  it? — ^A.  Round. 

Q.  A  round  white  space.    Where  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — ^A.  In  this  space. 

Q.  In  this  round  white  space.  After  marking  the  ballot  and  folding  it  what 
did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  banded  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  paper  which  you  received  from  him  and 
which  you  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  He  toek  it  and  put  it,  I  fancy  he 
put  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  there  while  he  was  putting  it  in  ? — A.  I  was  watching  him. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it  ? — A.  He  tore  something 
off  it  and  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  put  the  other  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  How  far  were  you  away  from  him  then  ? — A.  As  close  as  I  am  to  this  man.. 

Q.  That  is  three  or  four  feet  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  you  gave  back  to  him  the  same  paper  you  got  ? — A.  I 
am  certain. 

Q.  And  he  put  the  same  paper  into  the  box  ? — A.  I  thought  so. 

Q.  You  thought  so.  Had  you  any  doubt  about  it  when  watching  him  ? — A.  No, 
no  doubt  of  it. 

Q.  You  were  only  three  feet  away  from  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  were  watching  him  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and  put  it  in  the 
box  ? — A.  I  thought  so. 

Q.  You  were  as  sure  of  that  as  that  you  gave  him  the  paper  he  gave  you? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Not  a  shadow  of  doubt  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  been  accustomed  to  vote  at  elections? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Know  all  about  voting? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  before  the  eleotion? — A.  No. 

Q.  Notby  anybody?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  nobody  knew  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  them  at  any  rate?— A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  you  didn't  toll  any  one? — A.  No,  I  didn't  tell  anybody. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  them  how  you  were  going  to  vote? — A.  No. 

Q.  Tbey  would  have  known,  they  may  have  surmised. — A.  It  would  be 
supposition  on  their  part. 

Q.  It  would  be  supposition  on  their  part  ?  Did  any  person  come  to  you  after- 
wards and  ask  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  doing  so. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  you  until  the  time  they  came  to  you  about  the  statement? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  came  to  you  about  that  ? — ^A.  Bobert  McLean  and  M.  O.  Johnston. 

Q.  And  how  many  weeks  or  days  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  \  they 
had  a  cutter. 

Q.  They  had  the  papers  all  ready  for  you  to  sign,  stating  how  you  voted  ? — A 
They  had  it  prepared ;  I  read  it  through  first  throughout  and  he  read  it  to  me. 

Q.  It  was  all  ready  prepared  when  he  read  it  to  you? — A.  I  am  not  certain,  I 
think  it  was. 

Q.  It  was  on  the  road  he  met  you  ? — A.  No,  I  was  working,  and  he  came  off 
the  road.    He  drove  in. 

Q.  He  produced  a  paper;  I  just  want  the  facts. — A.  Yes,  he  produced  a  paper. 

Q.  And  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  paper  signed  by  you  stated  how  you  had  marked  your  ballot?— 
A.  It  declared  how  I  had  voted  for  McLean.  Ho  ask  mo  to  put  my  name  at  the 
bottom  of  it. 

Q.  Did  ho  swear  you  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  about  that? — A.  He  said  just  to  declare  I  had  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Nothing  else? — A.  Nothing  else. 

Q.  Of  course  you  signed  then  and  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Britton : 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  that  it  was  a  declaration  who  you  voted  for  ? — A. 
Well,  I  thought  I  was  signing  a  declaration  that  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  When  did  you  first  hear  the  word  "  declaration  "  in  connection  with  this 
matter  ? — A.  What  I  signed  was  a  declaration. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  ? — A.  Because  he  told  me  sO. 

Q.  When,  at  the  time  ? — A.  At  the  time. 

Q.  And  you  are  speaking  from  your  recollection  of  what  took  place  at  that 
time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  you  have  had  conversation  with  Beck  and  Hays  since  you  came  here? 
— A,  I  have  spoken  to  them  several  times. 

Q.  And  they,  or  either  one  of  them,  told  you  it  was  a  declaration  you  signed  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Used  the  word  declaration  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  i*emember  the  using  the  word. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  they  didn't  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Neither  of  them  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  them  saying  so. 

Q.  Have  they  talked  about  the  evidence  you  will  give  ^A.  No,  I  do  not  re- 
member them  talking  to  me  personally. 

Q.  Talking  to  you  personally?  Have  they  talked  to  you  through  somebody 
else  or  with  somebody  else  when  you  were  present  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Beck  said  anything  to  you  about  your  evidence  or  said  anything  to 
anybody  in  your  presence  about  the  evidence  of  witnesses.  Well,  what  have  yoa 
got  to  say? — A.  I  do  not  remember  him  saying  anything. 
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Q.  It  18  not  a  question  of  remembering.  What  do  yon  say  ?— A.  I  do  not  virant 
to  tell  a  Btory  aboat  it,  I  do  not  want  to  say  yes  or  no. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  tell  me  Mr.  Beck  has  not  been  talking  to  you  in  regard  to 
the  evidence  yon  woald  give  at  this  committee  ? — A.  No,  he  has  not  been  talking  to 
me. 

Q.  To  others  in  yoar  presence  and  hearing  ? — A.  I  have  heard  him  speaking  to 
othei*8. 

Q.  Yon  have  heai-d  him  speaking  to  others,  when  ? — A.  Just  in  a  general  way 
amongst  the  rest  talking  about  things. 

Q.  You  mean  among  the  rest  of  the  witnesses  ? — A.  ISTo  just 

Q.  Who  do  you  mean  "  amongst  the  rest "  ? — A.  Well  any  one  that  was 

Q.  Well,  go  on,  any  one  that  was  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  name  anybody. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean?  What  was  the  rest  of  that  sentence?  He  was  talking  to 
you  and  anyone  elne  that  was  present  at  the  time,  talking  to  any  one  that  was  present 
on  some  occasioL  ? — A.  Bveryoody  has  been  talking  about  the  elections  since  I  came 
to  town. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  Mr.  Beck  said  in  your  presence  ? — A.  I  cannot  say 
anything  he  said. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  talking  to  any  witness  as  to  what  he  said  ? — A.  Every 
time  1  soe  him  1  suppose  he  was  talking.  I  cannot  say  that  he  was  talking  about 
any  particular 

Q.  Was  he  not  talking  about  the  evidence  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  so. 

Q.  Was  he  talking  about  what  you  were  to  swear? — A.  No,  I  didn*t  say  so. 

Q.  What  was  it  he  was  talking  about  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  all  he  was  saying. 

Q.  Tell  me  something  he  said.  I  don't  want  you  to  tell  me  all? — ^A.  I  cannot 
tell  you.     J  said  I  had  nothing  to  say.    I   do  not  remember  any  one  subject  he  said. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  only  one  subject,  about  the  evidence  you  or  any  witness 
is  to  give  here,  and  I  want  to  know  what  he  said  in  your  presence? — A.  I  do  not 
remember  him  saying  anything. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  him  saying  anything? — A.  About  the  evidence? 

Q.  Well,  about  what? — A.  About  the  evidence  or  declaration. 

Q.  What  was  he  talking  about? — A.  I  cannot  remember  of  a  subject. 

Q.  Nothing? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember  of  anyone  thing. 

Q.  You  lio  not  remember  of  any  one  thing? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  was  this  conversation  you  had  with  him  ? — A.  I  had  no  convoi'sation 
with  him. 

Q.  The  conversation  that  was  in  your  presence  in  the  hall  out  here.  Have  you 
been  out  in  the  hall  during  the  past  few  days? — A.  Every  day. 

Q  Every  day  during  time  you  were  there  was  Beck  out  talking  to  these 
witnesses  ? — A.  I  think  I  have  seen  him  talking  to  them. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him? — A.  He  was  talking  in  a  general  way. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  ? — A.  1  cannot  say  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  anything  about  how  a  witness  was  to  act  when  he  got 
in  here  or  what  he  was  to  say? — A.  I  h^ve  nothing  to  tell. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  say  whether  the  witness  was  to  answerer  not,  or  anything 
of  that  kind? — A.  No,  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  use  the  word  puzzle? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  use  the  words  that  they  were  only  to  answer  questions 
that  were  asked? — A.  No,  I  cannot  say  so. 

Q.  No,  you  cannot  say  so.  What  do  you  hesitate  about  ?  Why  didn't  you  answer 
the  question? — A.  I  didri't  hesitate. 

Q.  You  know  he  was  talking  about  something  or  you  would  not  heoitate? — ^A. 
I  did  not  want  to  tell  a  story  about  it.    That  is  all  I  will  tell. 

Q.  What  advice  did  he  give  the  witnesses  ? — A.  He  didn't  give  me  any  advice. 

Q.  Tell  us  any  advice  he  gave  the  others? — A.  I  cannot  remember  he  gave  any 
advice. 

Q.  Tell  me  please,  1  want  you  to  tell  me  what  Mr.  Beck  said  to  any  one  witness 
in  your  presence  is  a  veiy  simple  thing  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  that  I 
remember  in  particular. 
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Q,  Tell  me  something  you  remember  in  general.  Jast  tell  me  what  he  was 
talking  about  to  the  witnesseB.  There  is  someUiing  in  your  mind  now? — A.  I  can- 
not tell  you  what  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  what  he  said  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  state. 

Q.  Was  he  giving  advice  to  the  witnesses  as  to  how  they  were  to  act  when  they 
got  in  here  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  him  doing  it. 

Q.  Was  he  talking  to  the  witnesses  as  to  how  they  should  answer  and  explain- 
ing how  they  should  act  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember,  that  is  as  far  as  you  will  go? — A.  I  said  I  could  not 
remember  saying  anything.    I  cannot  remember  Mr.  Beck  saying  anything. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  using  the  word  "declaration"  that  it  was  a  declara- 
tion ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  said  with  reference  to  a  declaration,  an  oath  ?  Were 
they  mixed  together  in  any  way?  Were  these  words  ** declaration "  and  "oath" 
used  in  the  same  sentence  by  Beck  ? — A.  I  have  heard  some  body  say  that  declara- 
tion and  oath  were  not  exactly  the  same. 

Q.  Declaration  and  oath  were  not  exactly  the  same  ?  When  was  that  said  ? — 
A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  in  connection  with  what  you  did  about  your  voting  ?  Was  it  in  that 
connection  that  you  heard  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  won't  answer  that  ?  Now,  then,  as  to  Mr.  Hays,  did  he  have  any  talk 
with  you? — A.  About  the  declaration  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  What  was  said  with  regard  to  declaration  and  oath,  their  being  the  same  or 
not  the  same  ? — A.  He  didn't  say  anything  to  me  about  the  declaration  or  oath. 

Q.  Who  did  ? — A.  Nobody  that  I  remember  anything  about. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  when  you  told  me  a  minute  ago  somebody  did  say  some- 
thing about  a  declaration  not  being  the  same  as  an  oath? — A.  I  have  heard  people 
talking  about  a  declaration  and  oath. 

Q.  Who  ? — A.  I  cannot  name  them. 

Q.  In  connection  with  you  voting  or  what  you  signed  ? — A.  No,  just  talking 
over  the  thing. 

Q.  Where  was  it  you  heard  the  thing? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  It  was  in  connection  with  this  document  signed  in  this  case  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  That  you  heard  this  distinction  made  between  a  declaration  and  an  oath. 
That  is  correct,  was  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Where  was  it  that  that  took  place  ? — ^A.  Almost  anybody  you  would  meet 
would  be  talking  about  the  elections. 

Q.  Almost  anybody  you  would  meet.  Did  you  hear  about  it  before  you  came 
here,  or  only  anybody  you  would  meet  since  you  came  here  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Answer  one  way  or  the  other  ? — A.  I  have  beard  it  ever  since  I  signed  it 
People  talking  everywhere  you  went  about  McLean's  and  Johnston's  declaration. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  You  have  heard  it  ever  since  you  signed  ? — A.  I  have  heard  it  in  Goderich 
and  Ottawa  ever  since  I  came  here. 

Q.  And  more  about  it  since  you  came  here  among  the  witnesses  ? — A,  I  do  not 
think  I  know  any  more  about  it  than  I  did  before. 

Q.  Now,  then,  did  Mr.  Hays  say  anything  to  you  about  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  anybody  in  your  presence  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so.    I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  And  that  is  as  far  as  you  will  go.  Did  you  hear  him  talking  to  any  wit- 
nesses since  you  came  here  ? — ^A.  He  was  talking  to  witnesses. 
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Q.  About  the  evidence  they  were  to  give? — A.  He  was  DOt.not  that  I  know. 
Q.  Neither  at  the  hotel  nor  up  here  at  the  Parliament  buildings  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Or  whether  the  witnesses  were  to  answer  or  not  to  answer  ? — A.  I  do  not 
remember  him  saying  anything. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  read  and  write? — A.  Yes.    * 

By  Mr.  Eraser  (Guysboro)  : 

Q.  Your  memory  is  bad,  isn't  it? — ^A.  No,  it  is  not. 

Q.  Have  you  a  good  memory  ? — A..  Yes. 

Q.  Yon  said  you  heard  several  conversations  since  you  came  here  among  the 
witnesses? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  been  talking  again  and  again  and  again  haven't  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  the  hotel  and  up  here,  haven't  you? — A.  Ever  since  we  came  to 
Ottawa. 

Q.  And  do  you  remember  a  single  word  said  in  any  of  these  conversations  or 
a  particular  person  that  made  a  remark  ? — A.  No,  not  particularly. 

Q.  And  your  memory  is  good  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  talking  about  this  matter  yesterday  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Were  you  or  were  you  not?  Say  so,  if  your  memory  is  good  you  can 
remember? — A.  No,  I  can  not. 

Q.  You  were  not;  were  you  talking  today ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Were  you  or  were  you  not,  if  your  memory  is  good  you  can  remember  what 
you  were  doing  to-day,  answer  me  if  you  spoke  about  the  matter  to-day,  come  now, 
did  you  speak  about  it  to-day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not,  nor  yesterday? — A.  T  might  have  been  talking  about  it. 

Q.  Well,  then,  do  you  remember  anything? — A.  Not  in  particular. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  what  you  said  yesterday? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  the  day  before  yesterday  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  the  day  before  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  you  said  or  anything  any  one  said  since  you  came 
here? — A.  I  said  I  didn't  think  we  would  know  anything  more  ot  it. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  say  that  ? — A.  I  suppose  I  said  it  to  half  a  dozen  or  more. 

Q.  But  whom  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  one  person,  now  what  was  said  to  you  before  you 
said  that  by  these  half  a  dozen  people  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Bo  you  remember  a  single  word  one  person  said  about  this  when  you  answer 
that? — A.  I  cannot  tell  -I  cannot  remember,  positively. 

Q.  Well,  then  as  near  positively  as  possible,  can  you  give  me  your  recollection 
of  it  if  you  have  any  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  a  thing  now,  and  your  memory  is  good,  you  have 
sworn  to  that.  Now  I  will  divide  into  two ;  do  you  remember  a  single  word  before 
you  came  that  was  said  to  you  or  that  you  said  except  that  you  woul(jl  not  know 
more  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  single  word  that  you  said  or  was  said  to  you  before  you 
came  to  Ottawa  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  remember  a  single  word  you  said  that  was  said  to  you  about  the 
Investigation  before  you  came  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  Not  in  particular. 

Q.  Not  in  particular,  not  one  word  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  one  single  word  you  said  except  what  you  have  stated 
since  you  came  to  Ottawa  or  was  said  to  you  about  this  investigation,  do  you  know  ? 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  question  on  the  ground  that  it  would  not  convey  any 
intelligent  idea  to  the  witness  and  he  asked  the  ruling  of  the  Chair  on  it. 


By  Mr.  Fraser  {Quysboro)  : 

Q.  Now  answer  this  question,  do  ? — A.  What  question  ? 

The  question  was  read  to  the  witness. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — A.  1  cannot  remember  anything. 
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Q.  Not  one  single  word  ?  Now  I  will  aek  yon  do  you  remember  the  general 
course  of  the  conversation,  we  will  keep  away  from  woi^ds,  do  you  remember  the 
general  scope  conversations,  what  were  they  about? — (No  answer  ) 

Q.  Now  a  man  with  a  good  memory  ought  to  have  no  trouble  in  answering 
that  question  ? — A.  I  have  nothing  more  to  Bay  on  it. 

Q.  You  will  have  something  more  to  say,  you  will  answer  the  question.  Do 
you  remember  anything  about  the  scope  of  the  conversation  you  had  with  these 
witnesses,  whether  here  or  any  where? — (No answer.) 

Q.  Can  you  toll  me  what  the  conversations  you  had  or  that  took  place  in  your 
presence  were  about,  I  put  it  in  that  way  ? — A.  I  can't  remember  anything  in  parti- 
cular. 

Q,  I  ask  you  do  you  remember  what  they  were  about,  not  anything  you  remem- 
ber, we  have  gone  away  from  that  ? — A.  Oh,  I  can't  think  of  anything. 

Q.  You  can't  think  of  what  any  of  the  conversations  was  about? — ^A.  No,  I  can't 

Q.  Now  coming  back  to  the  question  you  did  answer  clearly  that  you  said  you 
would  not  know  anything  more  about  it  than  you  did,  how  did  you  happen  to 
remember  that  ?  Do  you  think  you  would  know  anything  more  about  it  in  the 
afternoon  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Would  you  not;  now  tell  me  then  what  was  it  brought  out  that  answer  you 
gave  me  when  you  said  that  you  would  not  know  more  about  it  than  you  do  now, 
or  words  to  that  effect  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  What  was  the  particular  circumstance  or  conversation  that  brought  that 
out  ? — A.  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  Then  the  only  thing  you  remember  or  you  said  were  the  words  you  have 
given  since  you  came  to  Ottawa  ?— A.  I  would  not  say  that,  but  I  don't  remember 
apythinff  in  particular. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  thing  you  remember  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  any  single  word  that  was  said  to  you  or  you  said  except 
that  answer  ? — ^A.  Not  in  particular. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  not  in  particular  "  ? — A.  Well,  when  a  man  is  talking 
all  the  time. 

Q.  I  ask  you  what  do  you  mean  by  "  not  in  particular  "  ? — A.  That  is  relating 
to  the  election  declaration. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  of  the  election  declara^tion,  I  am  talking  about  this  exami- 
nation and  the  whole  evidence ;  have  you  up  to  this  been  thinking  the  questions 
related  to  the  declarations;  I  want  you  to  correct  yourself,  are  you  under  the  impres- 
sion my  questions  related  to  the  declarations  and  not  to  the  investigation  that  is 
going  on  here  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  understand  my  question  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  question  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  understand  the  question  ? — A.  You  are  asking  me  so  many  I  can't 

Q.  Do  you  understand  the  questions  I  put  to  you  were  about  that  declaration 
you  signed  and  not  the  investigation  taking  place  here  ? — A.  About  the  investiga- 
tion, I  suppose. 

Q.  About  the  investigation,  then  why  did  you  mention  the  declaration  ?^A. 
Because  I  thought  so  at  first  when  you  spoke  to  me. 

Q.  You  understand  now  1  mean  this  investigation  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  don't  mind  any  words  like  that? — A.  I  can't  recall  any. 

Q.  And  that  refers  to  the  whole  investigation  and  not  the  declaration  ? — A.  I 
can't  recall  any. 

Q.  Does  it  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  you  know  about  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  you  said  your  memory  was  good ;  now  not  remembering  a  single 
word  that  was  said  before  you  came  here  or  since  you  came  by  yourself  or  a  single 
word  that  was  said  before  you  came  here  or  since  you  came  here  to  you,  might 
you  not  be  mistaken  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  as  to  voting  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  If  you  were  mifttaken  before  might  you  not  be  mistaken  since  ? — ^A.  No. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  215 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : . 

Q.  Yoa  are  koown  to  be  a  CoDservative  in  politics,  Mr.  Williams  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  are  41  of  you  witnesses  here  altogether,  a  large  number  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  since  coming  down  70a  have  talked  matters  over,  discussed  what 
was  going  on  ? — ^A.  Occasionally, 

Q.  And  70a  can't  recollect  anything  that  was  said  except  what  yoa  have  said 
to  Mr.  Praser  ? — A.  Not  particalarly. 

Q.  You  didn't  impress  it  on  your  mind  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  Mr.  Williams,  this  document  you  signed  and  that  all  of  your  friends  signed 
for  McLean  and  Johnston,  there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  at  Goderich  and  here  about 
whether  it  was  a  declaration  or  oath,  or  what  it  was,  that  is  as  I  understand  it,  is 
that  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  conversation  among  the  people  that  sign^Hl  the  papers  as  far  as 
you  know  your  friends,  outsiders  and  others  ? — A.  Oh,  they  all  talked  together 
everybody. 

Q.  Everybody  including  the  people  that  signed  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  iuHtance,  did  you  ever  hear  any  people  that  signed  these  papers  talking 
over  the  question  whether  it  was  a  declaration  or  whether  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  I  can't 
recollect  any  particular  conversation,  I  have  heard.  It  wasn't  an  oath,  it  was  a 
declaration. 

Q.  You  have  heard  it  was  not  an  oath  and  that  it  was  a  declaration  ?  I  am 
asking  you  whether  you  heard  any  people  who  signed  that  document  talking  that 
way  about  it  ? — A.  I  can't  state  particularly. 

Q.  You  know  the  people  that  had  signed,  I  suppose,  pretty  well  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Those  people  tnat  were  examined  as  witnesses  and  yourself  and  the  other 
people  ?  You  would  hear  these  people  talking  that  way,  whether  it  was  a  declara- 
tion or  an  oath  ? — A.  I  have  heard  them  talking  about  it  off  and  on. 

Q.  But  those  people  have  been  examined  here? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  But  you  do  remember  some  of  them  talking  whether  it  was  a  declaration  or 
an  oath  ? — A.  Well,  I  heard  them. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  that  kind  of  talk  among  the  people  who  are  here  as  witnesses 
either  in  Goderich  or  when  they  were  here  ? — A.  I  can't  say  that  for  certain, 

Q.  Weil,  now,  give  us  your  best  idea  about  it.  What  is  your  idea  7  Is  it  that 
some  of  these  people  may  have  been  talking  that  way  or  not  ? — A.  I  cannot  recollect 
any  one  person. 

Q.  You  can't  recollect  any  one  person  whether  it  was  a  witness  or  not  ?  I  would 
like  you  to  remember  if  you  can.  Whether  you  heard  any  of  that  kind  of  talk? 
That  is  discussing  the  nature  of  this  document  amongst  the  people  who  signed  these 
documents,  whether  you  heard  it  at  Goderich  or  whether  you  heard  it  here  ?  Try 
and  think  if  you  can't  be  certain  give  us  the  best  recollection  you  can  about  it? — A. 
I  am  not  positive. 

Q.  Which  way  would  your  mind  incline?  Would  it  bo  that  some  of  these  wit- 
nesses talked  that  way  or  not  ? — A.  Some  of  them  say  it  was  a  declaration  and  some 
say  it  was  not  an  oath  unless  it  was  sworn  to. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  say  that? — A.  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  Among  the  people  you  heard  talking  that  way  or  discussing  that,  were  there 
any  of  these  people  you  saw  here  as  witnesses? — A.  There  might  have  been. 

Q.  And  that  would  be,  I  suppose,  they  would  be  discussing  whether  they  could 
be  punished  for  it,  if  it  was  false  or  not,  I  suppose?  That  would  be  in  view  of 
the  difference  between  an  oath  and  a  declaration — between  an  oath  and  a  mere  state- 
ment that  is  not  an  oath?  The  difference  between  the  one  and  the  other  would  be 
that  a  man  might  be  punished  if  it  turned  out  to  be  fal^e,  if  he  had  taken  an  oath, 
that  is  what  they  were  talking  about,  wasn't  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Yes,  it  was  on  that  subject,  the  conversation  you  speak  of  may  have  turned, 
what  do  you  think? — A.  I  think,  as  far  as  I  can  remember,  I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Beck,  of  course  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  He  has  had  a  good  deal  to  do  with  the  wttDesnes  since  they  have  been  here? 
He  has  been  at  the  Brunswick  House  with  them'been  with  them  a  good  part  of  the 
time?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Stopping  at  the  same  hotel  with  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  follows  them  up  here  from  the  hotel  when  they  como  up  here,  or  goes 
ahead  of  them,  and  he  is  generally  up  here  with  them  ? — A.  Yes,  he  is  generally 
ap  here. 

Q.  And  he  is  gererally  with  them  when  they  go  back  to  the  hotel  ? — ^A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Is  it  a  drv  time  with  you  ? — A,  Well,  that's  the  trouble. 

Q.  That  is  the  trouble,  you  don't  get  enough ;  you  don't  drink  yourself,  I  sup- 
pose? Does  anybody  put  up  the  drinks  at  all,  or  is  it  that  they  have  nothing  to 
drink  at  the  hotels  ? — A.  1  suppose  you  can  get  it  if  you  go  in  and  buy  it. 

Q.  He  does  treat  around  among  the  witnesses,  does  he  ? — A.  If  he  does,  I'm  not 
there  about  that  time. 

Q.  But  you  would  be,  I  judge,  by  your  last  answer  if  you  knew  it  was  coming. 
I  am  going  to  ask  you  a  rather  curious  question.  Has  any  collection  been  taken 
up  since  you  were  at  the  hotel? — A.  What  for? 

Q.  I  don't  know.  lam  asking  you.  Has  any  collection  been  taken  up  since 
you  were  at  the  hotel  ? — A.  There  was  a  purse  got  up  for  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  Who  got  up  the  purse  ? — A.  Mr.  McManus. 

Q.  Who  contributed  to  it?  You  fellows  have  a  pretty  soft  snap  down  here. 
How  much  a  day  do  you  get  as  witnesses  ? — A.  I  haven't  been  paid  yet. 

Q.  But  you  know  what  you  are  going  to  get  ? — A.  I  think  I  do. 

Q.  And  what  t  he  others  got  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  other  fellows  all  contributed,  did  they? — A.  I  understand  so. 

Q.  You  haven't  been  asked  yet,  I  suppose,  because  you  have  not  got  your  money? 
A.  I  was  asked. 

Q.  Well,  you  had  no  money  to  spare  and  didn't  put  it  in  yet? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  How  many  other  witnesses  contributed  ?  Mr.  Beck  was  here  to  coach  you, 
wasn't  he? — A.  I  don't  understand  it  that  way. 

Q.  How  was  it  explained  to  you  ? — A.  That  it  was  just  a  present  for  him. 

Q.  For  wasting  so  much  of  his  time  down  here  looking  after  you  chaps,  was 
that  it?— A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Yo  i  were  just  asked  to  subscribe  for  a  purse  to  Mr.  Beck  and  it  wasn't 
explained  what  it  was  for? — A.  I  was  just  asked. 

Q.  Why  doesn't  McManus  start  a  purse  for  you? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  ask  him. 

Q.  The  mostof  them  contributed  tothe  purse  for  Beck, you  think  ? — A.  I  thinkso. 

Q.  Some  didn't?— A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  Some  refused? — A.  Very  likely. 

Q.  You  can't  teli  us  who  refused  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  hear  any  one  refuse. 

Q.  You  were  not  present  when  any  one  refused  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  many  do  you  happen  to  know,  contributed  ? — A.  I  think  pretty  much 
all  of  them  did,  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  It  was  a  pretty  good  snug  purse  he  would  get  out  of  it  ?  Doesn't  it  strike 
you  as  a  good  scheme  to  get  a  lot  of  fellows  to  come  down  and  suck  a  lot  of  mooey 
from  the  Treasury  and  then  get  a  divy  up  with  Beck,  It  is  a  new  way  of  sucking 
the  Public  Treasury,  I  must  say. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Beck  ask  you  for  any  money  himself  or  say  anything  to  you  about 
this  purse  ? — A.  He  did  not,  he  didn't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  It  was  a  purse  got  up  without  his  knowledge,  as  far  as  you  understand  ?— 
A.  It  was. 

Q.  Among  the  witnesses  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  aware  that  Mr.  Beck's  buildings  were  burned  down  some  time 
during  the  past  winter  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  they  had  been  burnt  down  while  he  was  prosecuting  an 
election  petition  ?    Did  you  understand  that  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Or  did  you  know  it  ? — ^A.  No,  I  just  merely  heard  that  the  building  was 
burnt  down. 

Q.  You  didn't  understand  that  at  the  time  he  was  carrying  on  an  election  peti- 
tion against  a  man  by  the  name  of  Garrow  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  it,  oh,  well,  never  mind.  Well,  as  far  as  you  know, 
this  purse  was  got  up  altogether  without  Mr.  Beck's  knowledge? — A.  Without  his 
knowledge,  so  iar  as  I  know. 

Q.  Now  you  have  told  Mr.  fiussell  that  you  heard  some  discussion  an  to  whether 
a  declaration  and  an  oath  were  the  same  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  matter  was  discussed  by  different  people,  some  of  whom  were  wit* 
newes  and  bome  of  whom  were  not  witnesses,  as  I  underetand  it? — A.  Ye?. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  any  particular  person  Wi.o  discussed  it  ? — A,  Not  in 
particular. 

Q.  Or  generally  what  was  said  about  it,  or  can  you  ? — A.  1  don't  remember 
anything. 

Q.  You  just  remember  that  there  was  some  discussion  about  it? — A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Hays,  recalled,  stated  : — I  just  wish  to  state  I  have  not  been  speaking  to 
witnesses  at  all  about  the  evidence  given  hero.  I  hope  I  know  my  duty  better  than 
that. 


Elisha  Maw,  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  No.  68  on  the  poll  book.  Mr.  Maw  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  in  West  Huron  on  the  21st  of  February, 
1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Mr. ?— A.  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name  ? — A.  Donald. 

Q,  Mr.  Donald  Cummings.     Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  put  on  it  ?— A.  An  "  x." 

Q.  An  "  X  "  that  is  the  same  thing  as  a  cross  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  the  cross  ? — A.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  his  name  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  round  spot. 

Q.  A  round ? — A.  Spot. 

Q.  A  white  spot.    Do  you  remember  what  the  colour  was  ? — A.  It  was  white. 

Q.  A  round  white  spot  opposite  his  name,  and  you  put  your  cjoss  in  that? — A, 
Yee,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  the  ballot  and  I  suppose  you  folded  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received 
from  him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir.  I  did  not,  I  walked 
right  on  out.     I  just  handed  him  the  ballot  paper. 

Q.  You  handed  him  the  ballot  paper  and  passed  right  along  ? — A.  Handed  him 
the  ballot  paper  and  passed  right  along. 

Q.  And  didn't  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Have  you  been  accustomed  to  vote  at  elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  what  he  had  to  do  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  What  was  it  he  had  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  thought  you  meant  me. 
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Q.  I  asked  you  if  yon  knew  what  the  deputy  retarning  officer  had  to  do  with 
the  ballot  you  handed  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  me  what  he  had  to  do  ? — A.  He  had  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  and  fold 
it  and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  He  had  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  and  fold  it  and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box, 
and  did  he  do  that  ? — A.  I  didn't  notice  him.  I  just  handed  it  to  him,  and  walked 
away. 

Q.  Bid  you  leave  the  counterfoil  open? — A.  I  just  folded  it  up  once  and  handed 
it  to  him. 

Q.  All  ready  to  have  the  counterfoil  torn  off? — A.  I  guess  so. 
Q.  Would  he  have  to  open  it  and  take  the  counterfoil  off? — A.   I  just  put  one 
fold,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  folded  it  so  as  to  show  the  initials  or  did  you  pay  any  attention  to  that? 
— ^A.  To  show  my  mark  ? 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  initials  on  the  paper  or  not  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  And  you  paid    no  attention    to  folding  or  to  any  initials? — A.    I  just 
folded  it. 

Q.  And  paid  no  attention  to  folding  up  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 
Q.  You  have  been  accustomed  to  vote  at  elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q,  You  are  a  well  known  party  man  or  are  you? — A.   A  well  known  party 
man. 

Q.  And  on  this  occasion  you  believe  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Who  were  standing  around  when  you  handed  the  ballot  paper  to  him?— A. 
There  was  Donald  Cnmmings,  James  McManus.  and  Edward  Shaw  and  Johnny 
Lawson  and  Dancy. 

Q.  These  would  be  the  scrutineera  for  the  two  candidates  ? — A.  As  for  any 
others  I  did  not  notice. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  wait  to  see  what  became  of  your  ballot?— A.  I  was  in  a 
hurry  to  get  home. 

Q.  You  Were  not  standing  about  the  polls? — ^A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Or  you  didn't  stand  about  afterwards  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  You  went  right  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  quite  satisded,  you  cannot  tell  if  he  put  it  in  the  box  or  not? 
—A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  absolutelv  didn't  look?— A.  I  didn't  look. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  the  people  there  how  you  voted  ? — A.  I  did  them  around  home. 
Q.  Did  you  tell  them  at  the  poll  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Or  on  the  road  goin^  home  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Any  outside  parties  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  beforehand  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Nobody  knew  how  you  were  going  to  vote? — A.  Only  about  my  own  neigh- 
bours out  at  home. 

Q.  Did  any  outside  parties  know?  Did  you  tell  how  you  were  going  to  vote 
that  day?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't,  so  if  anybody  formed  any  opinions  it  would  be  from  mere  sus- 
picion ? — A.  Not  from  anything  I  said. 

Q.  Somebody  came  lo  you  afterwards  to  make  a  statement? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  How  long  afterwards  ? — A.  A  month  or  so. 

Q.  A  month  or  so  afterwards,  who  came? — A.  Eobert  McLean  and  M.  0. 
Johnston. 

Q.  Had  they  a  statement  ready?  Was  the  statement  already  filled  up  or  will 
you  state  ihey  filled  it  up  after  they  came  to  you? — A.  He  wrote  on  it  after  he 
came  to  me. 

Q.  Didn't  he  read  the  document  to  you? — A.  He  read  it  to  me  and  asked  me  to 
sign  it,  and  I  done  so. 

Q.  Before  you  signed  it  had  he  filled  anything  in  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  afterwards  ?— A.  Before. 

Q.  What  did  he  fill  in  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  what  he  filled  in. 

Q.  Was  it  afterwards  he  read  the  document  to  you? — A.  No,  he  didn't. 
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Q.  Was  it  after  he  read  the  docament  to  yoa  that  he  filled  in  something  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Oh,  yes,  he  read  the  docament  to  you  first  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  yon  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  correct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  he  filled  in  something,  I  suppose.  Did  you  see  him  sign  it  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  see  him  sign  it,  but  he  filled  in  something? — ^A.  When  he  read 
the  document 

Q.  Had  you  told  him  before  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  never  told  him  before  that  I — A.  No,  sir,  I  never  told  him  before  that. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  you  ? — A.  No,  not  on  the  Bible,  he  didn't. 

Q.  On  any  other  book?  -A.  No,  not  on  any  book. 

Q.  In  any  other  way  ? — A.  He  just  read  out  a  kind  of  declaration  or  something. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  you  in  any  way  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Not  that  you  know  of  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  you  were  taking  an  oath,  sir? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  know 
whether  I  was  or  not. 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whether  you  were  or  not? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  what  you  know  now,  Mr.  Maw.  You  may  be  in  that 
condition  of  mind  now,  but  at  the  time  you  signed  that  documen;  did  you  think  you 
were  doing  anything  more  than  signing  a  certificate  of  how  you  voted  ? — A.  I  just 
thought  I  was  signing  a  paper  to  certify  who  I  voted  for. 

Q.  You  just  thought  you  were  signing  a  paper  to  certify  who  you  voted  for.  Is 
that  a  full,  frank  declaration  of  the  whole  fact  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Y^ou  have  nothing  to  add  to  it  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can  mind. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  to  you  that  it  was  an  oath? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  an  affidavit?— A.  No. 

Q.  Or  anything  of  the  kind  ?— A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  yourself  or  was  it  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  It  was  read  over 
to  me. 

Q.  It  was  read  over  to  you  and  did  you  understand  that  it  was  of  the  same 
character  as  an  affidavit  or  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  understand. 

Q.  You  didn't  understand  that? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  understand  that. 

Q.  You  told  him  before  he  read  it  to  you  that  you  had  voted  for  McLean  ?— *A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  then  it  was  read  over  to  you  and  you  understood  that  you  were  declar- 
ing you  had  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  filled  anything  in  before  he  read  it  to  you  ?  Do 
you  know  whether  he  filled  anything  in  it  before  he  read  it  to  you? — A,  He  read 
something  but  I  do  not  know  what  be  done. 

Q.  You  said  he  wrote  something  in  after  he  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  he  tilled  anything  in  before  he  read  it  7 — A.  No,  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Your  neighbours  I  think  you  said  knew  how  you  had  voted  before  this  ? — 
A*  Oh,  yes,  yes. 

Q.  That  is  between  the  election  and  the  time  that  McLean  and  Johnston  came 
to  you  with  that  statement  of  how  you  voted  ? — A.  My  neighbours  knew  how  I 
voted,  how  I  always  vote. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  to  the  fund  for  Mr.  Beck? — A.  I  gave  something  to  the 
boys. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  or  put  your  name  down?  Did  you  pay  any  money  in 
for  it?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Why  do  you  take  so  long  ?    Did  you  put  your  name  down  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  difficulty  had  you  then  about  saying  whether  you  subscribed  or  not. 
I  asked  you  about  Qubscribing? — ^A.  I  did  not  know  if  it  was  to  put  money  in  or 
write  my  name. 

Q.  Did  you  underatand  when  I  meant  by  subscribing  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  put  your  name  down  to  pay  money  to  Beck  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  paid  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  understand  what  I  meant  when  I  said  you  subscribed  to  the 
ftind  for  Beck  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  understand  you. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  then  why  you  didn't  answer  without  making  me  ask  yoa 
three  times  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  awkwardness  about  answering? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn't  you  answer  it? — A.  I  didn't  understand  it  hardly. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  among  the  witnesses  about  the  documents 
they  had  signed  ? — A.  Which  documents  ? 

Q.  The  document  they  had  signed  stating  they  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean?— 
A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  hear  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  any  conversation  about  it  ? — A.  No  conversation  with  me. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  about  conversation  with  you? — A.  Oh. 

Q.  You  know  I  didn't  ask  about  conversation  with  you,  why  don't  you  answer 
my  Question.  It  is  a  very  simple  question  whether  you  had  heard  any  conversation 
with  the  witnesses  about  the  document.  That  is  what  I  asked  you  and  you  say 
there  was  no  conversation  with  you? — A.  I  didn't  undei*8tand  that. 

Q.  Mr.  Maw,  I  ask  you  now  if  you  heard  any  convei*sation  among  the  witnesses 
about  that  document  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  any  conversation  ?— A.  No,  I  didn't  hear  anything. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  any  conversation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Any  conversation  in  the  hall  hero  about  that  document? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  conversation  among  the  witnesses  down  at  the  hotel  abont 
that  document? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  conversation  about  the  document  from  anybody? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anybody  speak  about  that  document  at  all  ? — A.  Never 
heard  nobody  speak  about  it. 

i}.  Have  you  heard  any  discussion  among  the  witnesses  about  the  evidence  they 
should  give  at  the  trial  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  You  didn't  have  any  conversation  with  anybody  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  Has  Beck  talked  to  you  about  the  evidence? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  That  has  been  given  here  ? — A.  Nobodv  talked  to  me  about  it, 
Q.  Did  you  hear  him  talk  to  others  about  it? — A.  No,  sir. 
Q.  Or  as  to  the  evidence  you  were  to  give  here  ? — A.  The  evidence  ? 
Q.  Did  Mr.  Beck  speak  to  you  with  respect  to  the  evidence  you  were  to  give 
here? — A.  No,  sir,  he  didn't. 

Q.  Or  the  evidence  that  the  others  had  given  or  were  to  give  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax) : 

Q.  Is  John  McBvoy  staying  at  the  same  hotel  with  the  other  witnesses?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Has  he  been  talking  to  j'ou  or  other  witnesses? — ^A.  No;  I  don't  know  the 
young  man  at  all. 

Q.  He  has  been  staying  there  and  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Has  he  ever  spoken  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes  has  not  spoken  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  been  talking  to  any  one  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  say  much  to  any  one ; 
I  am  very  quiet  myself. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Charlbs  Carit,  No.  45  on  the  poll  book,  Rworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (^Halifax) : 

Q.  You  live  in  the  township  of  Colborne,  Mr.  Carey  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  1899,  for 
the  west  riding  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  polling  officer  at  the  place  where  you  voted,  the  deputy  returning 
officer  ?~  A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  ballot  paper  from  Mr.  Cummings  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

^.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — ^A.  I  put  an  X  on  it. 

Q.  The  same  as  a  cross  I  suppose  you  mean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  a  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  On  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  place  opposite  his  name  for  the  pur- 
pose?— A.  Yes,  sir,  there  was  a  round  place. 

Q.  A  round  place  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross? — A.  Bight  inside  of  that. 

Q.  Bight  inside  of  that,  that  is  in  the  circular  white  disc  opposite  Mr.  McLean's 
name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  when  you  had  marked  and  folded  your  ballot  to  whom  did  you  give  it? 
— ^A.  To  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  yon  give  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received  from  him 
tod  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  I  gave  it  to  him  and  passed  along. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  in  the  polling  booth  or  go  out? — A.  I  stayed  in  a  while. 

By  Sir  Louis  Bavies: 

Q.  Have  you  been  talking  over  with  your  other  witness  friends  the  evidence  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  conversations? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  witnesses  have  not  spoken  out  there  in  your  presence,  do  you  state  that  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  state  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  the  witnesses  have  not  referred  to  the  evidence  which  has  been  given 
hei-e? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  By  any  other  witnesses? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  "hot  heard  anything  about  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  has  spoken  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Not  to  your  knowledge? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  days  have  you  been  here  from  the  time  these  men  were  first 
subpcBnaed,  eight  or  ten  days  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  during  all  this  time  you  have  heai*d  no  reference  at  all  made  to  this 
investigation,  do  1  understand  you  to  say  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  correct  is  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Is  that  correct,  witness,  do  you  want  that  to  go  down  as  your  statement  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  during  all  this  time  you  have  heard  no  reference  made  to  this  investi- 
gation ? — A.  Well,  I  might  have,  I  forget. 

Q.  What  ?— A.  1  am  forgetful. 

Q.  You  are  forgetful  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  wish  to  state  that  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Come  now,  Mr.  Carey,  pull  yourself  together  ;  are  you  prepared  to  state 
that  you  had  no  conversation  about  the  evidence  in  this  investigation  ? — ^A.  Not  as 
I  remember. 
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Q.  Not  that  70Q  remember  ;  and  no  one  has  spoken  to  you  abont  it  ? — ^A.  Not 
that  I  remember. 

Q.  No  one  has  spoken  to  you  about  it  that  you  remember  ;  no  one  has  told  yon 
what  the  other  witnesses  have  said  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  one  ask  you  if  you  watched  what  Donald  Cummings  did  with  Uie 
ballots  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  ever  asked  you  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nobody  ever  asked  you  how  you  voted  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  ever  referred  to  the  election  at  all  since  you  came  down  here  to 
Ottawa  ? — A.  Some  one  might  have  said  something,  but  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Is  it  that  you  have  a  bad  memoiy,  eh  ?  A  little  ? — A.  Well,  I  have  not  got 
a  good  one. 

Q.  You  have  not  got  a  good  one  ? — A.  No 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  ballot  papera  since  the  election  ? — A.  Not  until  I  came  in 
here. 

Q.  Not  until  in  this  place  ? — ^A.  Not  since  the  election. 

Q.  Not  till  shown  you  by  Mr.  Bordon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  could  you  tell  whose  name  was  first  till  you  saw  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whose  was  it  ? — A.  Mr.  Holmes  was  on  top. 

Q.  You  remember  that  all  right  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  must  have  a  good  memory  ;  is  it  that  you  mean  Holmes  was  on 
top  because  he  got  most  votes  ? — ^A.  Rather. 

Q.  Gould  you  have  sworn  when  you  came  into  this  room  which  name  was  first 
on  the  ballot  paper  till  you  saw  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  never  saw  the  ballot  paper  till  you  went  to  the  election,  did  you? — A 
No. 

Q.  And  your  memory,  you  told  me  a  little  while  ago,  was  bad,  but  you  swear 
you  can  remember  that  ? — A.  I  can  remember  Holmes  was  on  top. 

Q.  You  can  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  see  that  ballot  paper  ? — A.  I  just  seen  it  the  once. 

Q.  The  time  you  went  in  behind  the  screen  was  the  only  time  you  ever  saw  it? 
— ^A.  The  only  time  I  ever  saw  it. 

Q.  Have  you  been  talking  to  any  one  about  that  paper  since  you  came  to  Ottawa, 
or  any  one  to  you  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Was  Beck  talking  to  you  since  you  came  to  Ottawa  ? — ^A,  Well,  he  was 
talking  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  to  Mr.  Beck's  fund  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  subscribe  ? — A.  Since  I  came  down. 

Q.  Did  the  man  who  come  to  you  to  subscribe  speak  to  you^ about  the  affair  at 
all  or  the  investigation  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  don't  remember  who  it  was  ? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  Well,  toll  us?— A.  McManus. 

Q.  James  McManus,  the  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  before  the  election  for  your  vote  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  No  one  went  near  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  any  one  before  the  election  who  you  were  going  to  vote  for  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  No  one  knew  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  them  on  the  day  of  election  ? — A  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  any  one  going  home  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  afterwards  saw  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Johnston,  did  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  the  election? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you 
exactly. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  had  you  told  any  one  who  you  had  voted  for  ? — ^A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge, 

Q.  What  did  they  say  to  you  ? — A.  Well,  Johnston  asked  me  if  I  voted  for  Eobert 
McLean  and  I  said  "  yes. " 

Q,  Did  he  produce  a  paper  then  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Bead  it  to  you  ?— A.  Teg. 

Q.  Was  it  all  written  up  ?— A.  Well,  I  doo't  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Q.  Well,  written  or  printed— twas  it  writing  or  printing? — did  he  read  it  off  to 
yon  ? — ^A.  He  didn't  read  it  ail  to  me. 

Q.  He  didn't  ? — A.  No,  be  only  read  a  few  words. 

Q.  He  only  read  a  few  words ;  did  he  produce  a  Bible  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  take  an  oath  ? — A.  I  signed  my  name. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  an  oath  ?— A.  Take  the  Bible  ? 

Q.  Did  you  lake  the  Bible?— A.  No. 

Q.  Baise  your  hand  and  swear  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  to  indicate  you  were  sweariug? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  you  were  making  an  oath  then  ? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  He  read  part  of  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes.  he  read  a  few  words. 

Q.  He  read  a  few  words;  do  you  read  and  write  ? — A.  Well,  I  can,  a  little. 

Q.  You  can  read  and  write  a  little? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Signed  your  own  name  did  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Donald  Cummiugs  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  how  to  mark  your  ballot,  bad  you  been  at  previous  elections 
and  marked  ballots  ? — ^A.  I  have  been  at  elections. 

Q.  One?— A.  I  could  not  tt,ll. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  you  had  been  at  more  than  one? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Your  ballots  were  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  can't  tell  how  many  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  Well,  when  you  got  your  ballot  paper  did  you  give  your  name  to  the 
polling  clerk? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  write  ii  ? — A.  Well,  I  wasn't  taking  notice. 

Q.  You  were  not  taking  notice;  you  went  behiod  the  screen  and  marked  it  and 
came  out? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  a  counterfoil  on  it,  do  you  know  a  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  No, 

Q.  How  did  you  fold  up  the  paper  ? — A.  I  folded  it  with  the  name  in. 

Q.  You  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  the  counterfoil;  you  didn't  know  that, 
did  you ;  did  you  see  anybody  puts  marks  on  the  ballot  papers  besides  your  own  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Cummiugs  put  any  marks  on  the  paper  ? — ^A.  Well,  no. 

Q.  Before  he  gave  it  to  you  did  he  mark  it  ? — A.  I  can't  tell. 

Q.  You  came  back  and  gave  it  to  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  the  parties  that  were  there? — A.  I  know  three  or  four. 

Q.  You  know  what  he  was  to  do  with  that  ballot  paper  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  Donald  was  to  do  with  the  ballot  paper? — A.  I  suppose 
he  was  to  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Suppose;  don't  you  know;  have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — A.  Yes,  he  was 
to  put  it  in  the  box. 

*  Q.  You  know  that  was  bis  duty? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  fi:ave  it  to  .him  for  that  purpose,  didn't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  memory  does  not  enable  you  to  say  whether  be  look  off  the  counterfoil 
or  not? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  didn't  watch  him. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  he  didn't  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  No,  I  will  not. 

Q.  How  long  ago  is  it  since  you  had  a  doubt  in  your  mind,  or  had  you  ever  a 
doubt?— A.  No,  sir,  I  never  had. 

Q,  You  have  no  doubt  in  your  miod  now  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  have  no  doubt  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Cummings  yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Intimately  acquainted  with  him? — ^A.  No,  I  am  not  particularly  acquainted; 
I  know  him. 

Q.  You  know  him  when  you  see  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  about  all  ?— A.  Yes, 

By  Mr,  Fraser  (^Quysboro')  : 
Q.  You  were  not  speaking  about  this  investigation  since  dinner  time?— A.  No, 


dr. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


224  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

Q.  Nor  anybody  speaking  to  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  Before  dinner,  I  mean? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  morning  before  dinner? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  heai*d  no  one  speaking  of  it  ? — A.  To  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  "  to  my  knowledge  "  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Well,  you  don't  remember  of  anybody  speaking? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  would  remember  H  there  was  anything  said  ? — ^A.  I  think  I  would. 

Q,  Well,  now,  was  any  thing  spoken  by  any  parties  since  you  came  down  about 
this  investigation  ? — A.  To  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  "  to  my  knowledge;"  do  you  mean  you  don't  remember?— 
A.  1  don't  remember. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  any  body  about  that  paper  you  signed  with 
Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  I  might  have  said  I  signed  it,  pr  something  like  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  you  said  that  to  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  might  have  said  you  had  signed  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  if  somebody  had  asked  you  if  you  had  signed  it,  you  said  "  Yes  "  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  them  about  what  it  was  you  had  signed  ? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  them  about  what  it  was  you  had  signed  ?— (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Were  you  talking  about  what  sort  of  paper  it  was,  or  what  was  in  it? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  That  is  an  easy  answer,  isn't  it? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Can  you  answer  it  or  not? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Come,  Mr.  Carey  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  have  some  talk  with  somebody  about  that  paper,  or  did  you  not? — 
No  answer. 

Mr.  BussELL. — Would  you  note  the  time  it  takes  the  witness  to  answer  a  ques- 
tion ?  The  only  way  I  see  to  get  at  this  is  to  put  a  stop  watch  on  him. 

Q.  Don't  look  at  them,  they  can't  help  you  a  bit.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with 
anybody  about  that  paper  you  signed  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  know  the  paper,  I  refer  to,  I  suppose? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  know  the  paper  I  am  talking  about? — A.  The  paper  that 

Q.  The  paper  you  signed  for  McLean  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  with  McLean  when  you  signed  it  ?— A.  Johnston. 

Q.  About  your  having  voted  for  McLean.  I  am  speaking  about  that  paper,  if 
it  was  signed  ? — A.  I  expect  I  told  somebody  I  had  signed  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  it  was  you  had  told  you  hud  signed  it? — A.  I  told  the 
Missus  I  had  signed  it. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  say  to  her  that  you  had  signed  ? 

Mr.  Bergeron  objected  to  the  question,  as  to  what  occurred  between  the  witness 
and  his  wife. 

By  Mr.  Bussell ; 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  anybody  what  kind  of  a  paper  it  was  you  had  signed  ? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  hadn't  sworn  to  it  anyhow  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  say  anything 
of  the  kind. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  anything  about  the  paper  not  being  sworn  to,  to  anybody? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  What?— A.  No. 

Q.  Never  said  anything  about  the  paper  not  being  sworn  to  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  say  anything  to  anybody  about  its  not  being  an  oath  ?-  (No 
answer.) 

Question  repeated. 
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A.  Well,  I  said  I  didn't  know  it  was, 

Q.  YoQ  said  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  it  told  you  it  was  an  oath  ? — (No  answer^ 

Q.  Come,  quickly  now,  because  we  have  a  lot  to  do.  Who  was  it  told  you  it  was 
an  oath  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Come,  quick,  quick  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  it  told  you  it  was  not  an  oath  ? — A.  That  it  was  not  an  oath  ? 

Q.  My  gracious,  but  you  are  the  slowest  man  I  ever  came  across.  Who  was  it 
told  you  it  was  not  an  oath  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  it  told  you  that  it  wasn't  an  oath  that  you  had  signed;  that  you 
had  voted  for  McLean  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  I  wish  you  wouldn't  look  so  pleasant,  but  that  you  would  answer  the 
question. 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Who  was  it  told  you  it  was  an  oath  you  had  signed  ? — ^No  answer.) 

Q.  It  is  no  harm  in  telling  us  that;  it  won't  hurt  anybody  r — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  said  somebody  thought  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  ask  you  then  if  anybody  told  you  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  it  to  whom  you  said  this,  that  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath 
who  wa«  it  you  said  that  to? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  you  had  taken  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  it  you  said  that  to — that  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  you  had 
taken  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Come,  come,  come  ? — A.  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  You  can't  remember?    It  wasn't  your  wife?— A.  No,  it  was  somebody  else. 

Q.  Somebody  else  was  speaking  about  that  and  you  told  him  you  didn't  know 
it  was  an  oath  you  were  taking?  Whoever  it  was,  had  he  said  it  was  an  oath? — A. 
I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that  ?  You  don't  remember  what  it  was  that  called 
out  your  reply  that  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  you  had  taken  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  understand  that  question  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Somebody  said  something  to  you,  in  reply  to  which  you  said  you  didn't 
know  is  was  an  oath  you  had  taken.  Now,  I  want  to  know  what  it  was  that  person 
taid  to  you  ?     Will  you  tell  that? — ^A    1  don't  remember. 

Q.  Will  you  give  us  leave  to  guess.  That  is  the  best  we  can  do,  if  you  don't 
remember  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  can't  remember  either  who  it  was  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Whei  e  \v:w  it  this  conversation  occurred  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  ul)  !  novr,  that's  getting  a  little  too  much.  Don't  say  that  always.  Where 
V  »  H  ihut  conversation  occurred?  Was  it  here  in  this  building.  Try  and  remember 
^lat :  t im^*H  easy.     Was  it  up  here  in  the  hall  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  in  the  hotel  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  It  wasn't  in  the  hotel  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  since  you  came  to  Ottawa.   You  surely  remember  that  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  This  was  since  you  came  to  Ottawa,  was  it  not? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Try,  like  a  good  fellow,  you  have  no  idea  what  a  good  opinion  I  would  have 
of  you,  if  you  would  tell  us  that? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  time  you  said  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  you  took;  that  occurred 
since  you  came  to  Ottawa,  surely,  wasn't  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  thought  so.  Would  it  be  within  the  last  two  or  three  days?  Was  it  this  week 
or  last  week  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Was  it  since  Sunday,  or  before  Sunday  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  It  was  this  week,  wasn't  it,  since  Sunday,  wasn't  it? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  will  find  it  a  good  deal  easier  to  answer  the  question,  I  tell  you  on  my 
word  of  honour  it  is  a  dood  deal  easier  to  answer  the  question.  It  was  this  week — 
sometime  this  week — wasn't  it? — (No  answer.) 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ  IC 


226  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

Q.  Come  now,  Mr.  Carey,  if  it  wat»n*t  this  week,  it  was  last  wook.  Yoa  have 
only  been  here  ten  days.  It  was  either  this  week  or  lant.  Which  do  you  think  it 
wa> — this  week  or  last  weik? — (No  annwer.) 

Q.  It  takes  you  a  long  time  to  answer  that  easy  question.  Perhaps  you  don't 
renumber  whether  it  was  this  week  or  last  week? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Oh,  come,  come,  come.  You  see  you  are  keepini^  Mr.  Borden,  Mr.  Powell, 
Mr.  Beck  and  the  Chairman  and  everybody  else.  Why  don*tyou  answer  iho  question  ? 
When  was  it  you  «aid  this  ?    Waj*  it  last  week  or  this  week  ? — A,  It  wa.-*  this  week. 

Q.  The  day  before  yesterday  wasn't  it? — (No  annwor.) 

(i.  Was  it  yesterday  or  the  day  before  yesterday  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Sav  something — say  you  don't  know,  if  you  don't  know;  you  know  whether 
it  was  yesterday  or  the  day  before.  Why  do  you  take  so  long  to  refuKe  to  anc»wera 
question?  I  can  easily  understand  that  it  takes  long  to  answer.  Do  you  mean  to 
say  you  won't  answer,  or  that  you  can't  answer  ? — A.  I  don't  feel  like  answering. 

"Q.  Ih  that  because  you  don't  know,  or  because  you  don't  wish  to  answer  ? — A.  I 
can't  remember  that. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  that;  whether  it  was  yesterday  or  the  day  bofoi*e? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Can  you  remember  if  it  was  this  week  or  last  week  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Now  don't  look  at  those  people  when  they  are  talking.  Its  their  business, 
now  you  attend  to  yours.  Was  it  this  week  or  last  week  that  the  couTersatioo 
occurred  ?■— A.  What? 

Q.  Where  you  sai<i  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath  you  were  taking.  Look  at 
me!  Look  at  me!  You  won't  tell  me  whether  it  was  this  week  or  last  week  it 
occurred  ?     You  don't  feel  like  saying,  ih  that  it? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  What  objection  have  you  to  telling  me  whether  it  was  this  week  or  last  I 
woti'r.  have  any  fooling.  You  were  brought  here  to  tell  the  truth,  the  whole  truth 
an<l  nothing  but  the  truth,  i^o  you  know  whether  it  was  this  week  or  last  week? 
You  must  answer  that  question  or  I  will  certainly  in^iist  upon  having  you  put  into 
jail.  There  is  a  tower  to  put  refractory  witnesses  who  won't  aubwor  questions. — 
(No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  I  am  asking  you  a  question,  and  you  must  give  an  answer. 
Was  it  this  week  or  last  week  this  occurred  ? — A.  It  was  this  week. 

Q.  It  was  a  long  time  to  come  to  it.  It  won't  take  you  very  long  time  to  tell 
m»i  now  whether  it  was  yesterday  or  to-day  ? — A.  To-day. 

Q.  Now,  if  it  was  to-day  your  memory  is  good  enough  to  say  who  it  was  you 
were  talking  to? — (No  answer.) 

Q,  The  gentleman  is  here.     Isn't  he  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  knew  that  all  the  time.    N'»w,  who  was  it  ? — A.  The  gentleman  over  there. 

Q.  Which,  the  good-looking  man  ?  Which  man  was  that? — A.  The  man  that 
said  that  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  The  man  there 

Q.  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  No,  hir. 

Q.  We  are  talking  now  about  the  time  when  you  said  you  didn't  know  whether 
it  was  an  oath  or  not,  and  you  couldn't  remember  for  a  long  time  whether  it  wa« 
this  week  or  la^t  week,  j-estorday  or  the  day  before,  or  todu}',  and  now  it  turns  out 
it  wus  to-day;  what  time  to-day  was  it  ? — A.  Since  I  came  in  here. 

Q.  Was  it  since  you  came  in  here,  on  the  stand  hero  as  a  witness? — A.  Yes,  nr. 

Q.  Well,  then,  you  have  fooled  mo  all  along.  1  see;  perhaps  I  can't  underhtand 
how  little  vou  really  remember.  Do  you  kr.ovv  for  whom  you  were  voting  that 
day  ?--A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whom  you  vote  I  for  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  you  marked  your  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  aie  not  a  strong- minded  man? — A.  No,  sir,  not  very.' 

Q.  I'm  afraid  you  don't  know  who  you  voted  for  ?— A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  been  told  you  voted  for  Robert  McLexin  ? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  How  many  times  have  you  been  told  you  voted  for  Robert  McLean  ?  More 
than  once,  was  it  ? — fNo  answer.) 
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Q.  More  than  twice,  twice  or  more  than  twice  ?  As  Dear  as  yoa  can  i*emember 
that  yoo  voted  for  McLean  ? — ("No  aimwer.) 

Q.  Have  yoa  ever  been  told  that  you  voted  for  Bobert  McLean  ? — A,  Not  to  my 
knowledge. 

Q.  Isot  <o  yoar  knowledge  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  How  do  you  know  you  voted  for  him  ? — A.  I  went  to  the  polling  place  and 
marked  my  ballot. 

Q.  Do  you  read  7 — A.  I  can  read  some. 

Q.  You  can  read  some,  can  you  read  that  page  there  that  you  see  on  that  book  ? 
—A.  "  Kvidence." 

Q,  Yes,  you  know  how  to  read  first  rate,  you  are  a  good  reader.  That  will  do. 
Is  not  that  the  way  you  knew  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  read.  Sow  see  if  you  cannot  remember — ^you  find  u  great  deal  of  trou- 
ble to  remember  what  took  placd  this  week  even,  do  you  he<',  and  yet  you  can 
rememl)er  that  away  back  in  Febi  uary  four  months  or  more,  you  voted  for  Bobort 
iicljoan  and  which  name  do  you  nay  wan  on  lop  ?-  A.  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Mr.  Holmen'  names  was  on  top  ?  And  ym  can  remember  that  ?  Perhaps 
jou  c*an  remember  what  the  shape  of*  the  paper  was  ? — f  No  answer.) 

Q.  You  told  me  Momelhing  :ibout  talking  to  Homebo<iy  or  other  about  this  docu- 
ment ihat  you  si^^ned,  that  it  was  an  outn.  I  ask  you  what  was  the  remark  tiiat  led 
to  ynur  buying  it  was  an  oath,  and  you  haven't  yet  told  me  what  the  remark  was  ? 
—  (No  answer.) 

Q.  I  am  afraid  we  will  have  to  come  to  the  conclusiou  thai  you  don*t  know  veiy 
intieh  ? — (No  answer.) 

(J.  I'm  afraid  you  havn't  got  a  vQ\y  strong  mind  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  me  a  moment  ?  You  said  that  you  folded  in  the  name  ?•• 
{No  answer.) 

<  j.  You  remember  saying  that  you  folded  in  the  names  before  you  took  the 
balloi  to  give  to  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  name  did  yon  fold  in? — A.  The  name  on  the  ballot. 

Q   That  is  what  you  mean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  names  wore  on  the  ballot? — A.  Robert  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  And  then  what  you  mean  is  yoa  folded  these  names  in? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  is  it  not  true — 1  suppose  you  want  to  loll  us  ju>t  exactly  what  hap- 
4)cnrd  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  don't  favour  one  party  more  than  the  other  <lo  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  care  who  wins  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  want  to  tell  the  truth  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  If  you  want  to  tell  the  truth  is  it  true  that  it  was  talked  over  among  the 
^itnertses,  either  by  one  witncbS  or  another,  or  by  Kome  person  to  the  witnesses? — 
(No  answer.) 

Q.  Is  it  not  true  that  FOmo  person  said  to  you  up  there  that  when  you  came  in 
yoa  were  to  say  you  made  an  "X"  in  the  disc  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nothingof  thai  kind? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  yon  hear  that  among  the  witnesses  that  they  were  to  say  they  made 
an  **  X?  "—A.  No,  a  cro^H. 

(i.  Thai  is  your  own  idea  flaying  that? — A.  Yes. 

(i.  Your  own  idea  using  the  word  **  X"  in  that  way?  And  do  you  say  it  was 
not  talked  over  among  the  wiinosses  that  this  document  was  the  same  as  an  oath  ? — 
A.  No,  they  didn't  say  anything  to  me  about  it. 

Q.  No'hing?  You  know  what  I  am  asking  you  and  you  know  the  answer. 
■Just  tell  it  truly,  please.  Was  it  not  talked  over  in  your  hearing  by  somebody  that 
this  declarAtfint  was  the  hanve  as  an  oath  and  that  you  were  to  say  so? — (No 
an^\ver.) 

Q.  When  you  came  in  here  just  now,  is  not  that  so,  tell  me  if  that  is  so? — A. 
-Not  to  my  knowledge. 
2-15i 
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Q,  What  do  you  mean  by  not  to  your  knowledge  ?  That  you  do  not  remember 
anything  of  the  kind  taking  place  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  anything  of  the  kind  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  you  were  to  say  that  this  is  the  same  thing  as  an  oath.  Weren't  you 
asked  to  say  this  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  weren't  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Was  it  just  hinted  to  you  that  you  should  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  Nothing  of  that  kind?— A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  read  my  writing? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Can  you  read  that  name  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Cannot  you  read  that  ? — A.  1  cannot  read  writing  at  all. 

Q.  You  cannot  road  writing  at  all  ?  Then  you  cannot  read  that? — A.  That  is 
Eobert  Mc 

Q.  Lean  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  And  that  is  Eobert  Holmes  ? — A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Just  suppose  that  is  a  ballot  and  you  are  going  to  vote,  and  will  you  mark 
it  ?    Just  mark  that  you  are  going  to  vote  ? 

The  witness  marked  the  paper  handed  to  him,  and  at  the  request  of  Mr.  Borden 
it  was  filed  and  marked  as  Exhibit  11. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Carey,  you  told  this  gentleman  here,  this  gentleman  who  looked  at  yoo 
BO  pleasantly,  that  1  had  not  been  talking  with  you,  that  I  hadn't  been  talking  with 
you.  Did  i  ever  talk  with  you  before  you  came  in  here  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  under- 
stand  

Q.  You  didn't  understand  what  he  meant  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  The  first  time  you  ever  talked  with  me  was  to-day  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  I  ever  speak  to  you  before  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  think  you  did. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  What  was  it  you  thought  I  meant,  Mr.  Carey  ?  Explain  what  you  thought 
I  meant  ? — A.  I  thought  you  asked  me  did  I  know  it  was  an  oath. 

Q.  What  ? — A.  I  thought  you  asked  me  did  I  know  it  was  an  oath. 

Q.  Now  look,  Mr.  Carey,  we  get  on  very  nicely  up  to  a  certain  point  Let  me 
see  if  you  can  remember  how  far  we  got.  You  told  me  you  said  to  somebody  this 
week  that  you  didn't  know  that  the  thing  you  signed  was  an  oath.  That  ia  correct, 
isn't  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  told  me  a  little  while  ago  that  you  didn't  know  this  paper  you  signed 
was  an  oath  ?    That  is  so  far  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Is  that  right  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  said  to  somebody— just  you  listen,  listen  to  me.  I  will  not  take  any 
offence  if  you  don't  want  lo  look  at  me,  because  I  know  I  am  not  pleasant  to  look 
upon.  You  told  me  a  moment  ago  that  some  time  or  other,  and  you  fixed  it  this 
week,  you  had  said  about  that  paper  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath.  You  remem- 
ber that^ou  remember  saying  that? — A.  Yes,  I  said  it  was  not  an  oath. 

Q.  What  is  that  ? — A.  I  said  it  was  not  an  oath, 

Q.  Now,  I  ask  you  who  it  was  you  said  that  to.  Who  was  it  you  said  that  to? 
— A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  But  some  time  this  week  you  said  that  to  somebody;  and  whoever  it  was 
you  said  that  to,  he  had  said  something  to  you  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  person  that  you  said  this  to  had  said  something  to  you  about  that 
paper,  had  he  not? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  When  you  shake  your  head  you  mean  yes,  do  you? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  had  i^ome  conversation  with  somebody  about  this  paper  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  is  not  correct  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  didn't  have  any  conversation  with  anybody  about  that  paper? — A,  Not 
that  I  remember  of. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  229 

Q.  Bat  yoa  told  me  that  you  told  Bome  person  that  yoa  didn't  know  that  was 
an  oaih  on  that  paper,  didn't  you?^ — A.  Yea. 

Q.  Did  yon  not  tell  some  person  that  you  didn't  know  that  it  was  an  oath  7 — A. 
I  told  some  person. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  who  that  person  was? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  And  you  know  that  person  said  something  to  you  about  that  paper,  don't 
you? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  that  person  not  say  something  to  you  about  that  paper,  listen,  or  rather, 
answer  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  that  spoke  about  the  paper  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  that  you  were  talking  to  who  made  the  first  refer- 
ence to  the  paper? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  the  first  person  you  weretalkin^rto? — A.  The  person  I  was  talking 
to? 

Q.  The  person  you  were  talking  to  and  what  was  it  he  said  about  the  paper? 
Did  he  tell  you  that  was  an  oath  you  had  sworn  to,  Mr.  Carey? — (No  answer,) 

Q.  Did  he  say  it  was  an  oath" you  had  sworn  to? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Say,  did  he  or  did  he  not  tell  you  that  was  an  oath  you  had  sworn  to? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  mean  you  won't  answer  that  question  ?  Did  he  or  did  he  not  tell  you 
that  that  was  an  oath  you  had  sworn  ? — A.  He  told  me  it  was  an  oath. 

Q.  He  told  you  it  was  an  oath,  and  you  replied  you  didn't  know  it  was  an  oath 
you  had  sworn  to? — (No  answer.) 

At  this  point  in  bis  examination  the  witness  showed  signs  of  faintness,  and  Mr. 
Bussell  said:  *'I  will  leave  it  to  the  Ubuirmari  to  ^ay  whether  we  should  go  on  with 
the  examination." 

The  Chairman. — I  think  you  should  give  him  a  rest. 

The  witness  withdrew  and  was  subsequently  discharged. 


BoLAND  Williams,  No.  78  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax). 

Q.  Mr.  Williams,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? — A.  Yes. 

Q   You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  on  the  2lrtt  February  last? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? 
—A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  was  tho  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Donald  was  the 
deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him? — A.  Yo«,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it?— A.  I  put  a  cross  with  a  pencil. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Opponito  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Wart  there  any  space? — A.  There  was  a  white  disc  for  McLean  and  a  blue 
one  for  Holmes. 

Q.  A  blue  one? — A.  A  white  one  for  McLean  and  a  blue  one  for  Holmes. 

Q.  At  all  events  you  put  your  cross  in  a  white  disc? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  put  my 
mark. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — 
A.  Folded  it  and  handed  it  to  Cummings  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  him  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  him  and  which 
you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  wilh  it? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  remain  there  or  go  on  ? — A.  I  handed  the  ballot  to  him  and 
walked  towards  James  McManus,  the  scrutineer,  and  spoke  to  him  ;  I  gave  him  the 
ballot  up  in  that  way,  I  didn't  see  what  he  did  with  it  and  I  don't  know  what  he 
did  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  You  handed  it  to  Curamings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  stop  but  a  moment? — A.  1  didn't  stop  only  a  minute  in  the  poll 
room. 

Q.  And  had  a  talk  wilh  iiioManuH? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  after  the  thing  wan  over  you  made  a  statement? — A.  About  what? 
How  I  voted  ?     I  made  no  slatoment,  I  kept  my  mouth  shul, 

Q.  I  don't  mean  that,  but  home  weeks  after? — A.  No,  I  wasn't  away  fix)m  home. 

Q.  We  misunderstand  each  other;  you  signed  a  pauer  about  tbe  voting? — A. 
Oh,  I  see  what  you  are  coming  to.  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Johnston  they  came  to 
my  brother's  house — 1  was  out  in  the  yard  cutting  wood — nnd  they  called  me  in 
and  I  went  into  the  nitliug  room.  Mr.  Johnston  asked  me  if  I  had  any  objection  to 
sign  a  document.  I  told  him  I  hadn't;  he  said  **  sign  this,"  I  said  "  no,  I  won't 
sign  it  till  you  read  it  over,"  nnd  when  they  read  it  over  I  signed  it  and  walked  out 
of  the  room. 

Q.  Pity  the-e  were  not  more  like  you? — A.  Oh,  1  believe  all  my  nephews 
signed  it. 

Q.  You  say  John^ton  came  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  said  "  I  want  you  to  sign  this  declaration  ?  " — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  ynu  didn't  swear  to  it? — A.  Swear  to  it? 

Q.  You  didn't  nwear  to  it? — A.  I  mij^ht  have  sworn  to  it  and  I  might  not. 

y.  If  you  were  anked  you  would  have  heard  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Theie  was  no  Bible  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  bring  out  the  Bible? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  didn't  ask  you  to  nwear  ? — A.  I  won't  say  he  did  or  did  not. 

Q.  I  huppose  you  know  now  a  lot  of  people  were  signing  the  same  declaration  ? 
— A.  1  heard  so. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  afterwards  with  anybody  as  to  whether  this 
declaration  was  an  oath  ^r  nut? — A.  No,  I  haun't  any  further  conversation  and 
heard  no  more  about  it  till  I  irot  this  summons. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  had  anything  to  do  with  Mr.  Beck  except  pay  part  of  his 
expenses? — A.  Mr.  Beck  didn't  nay  anything  to  me. 

Q.  No,  but  1  say  you  didn't  have  anything  to  do  except  to  pay  part  of  his 
keep? — A.  Well,  1  don't  know  what  it  was  for,  they  came  to  me  and  I  gave  what 
they  asked  me. 

By  Mr.  Mclsaac : 

Q.  How  much  ? — A.  I  don't  know  what  it  was  for. 

By  Mr,  Russell: 

Q.  You  knew  who  it  was  for?— A.  Of  course  I  did,  but  I  don't  know  what  it 
wawfor. 

Q.  It  wan  for  Mr.  Beck? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  it  was  for. 

Q.  You  subscribe  to  anything  that  comes  along  without  knowing  what  it  is  for? 
— A.  They  merely  said  "  we  are  going  to  give  Mr.  Beck  so  much  ;  "  I  put  my  hand 
in  my  pocket  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  of  course — I  understand,  Mr.  Williams,  that  you  have 
not  meddled  much  wilh  other  people  and  vote  to  suit  yourself,  and  go  out  and  sign 
a  declaration  if  it  is  true,  and  that  is  the  end  of  the  matter? — A.  Yes,  that  is  the 
end  of  the  matter. 
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By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Yoa  read  and  writo? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  I  undenstand  you  lo  nay  that  iho  two  discs  were — Holmes'  was  what? — A. 
I  thiok  Holmob'  wn»  blue  and  that  MoLeanV  was  white. 

Q.  McLeaD's  wan  >*hito  and  Holmes'  was  blue,  you  think  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  place  where  the  mark  was? — A.  f es,  ifyou  bring  me  the  ballot 
I  will  show  you  my  mark. 

Q.  Perhaps  I  didn't  understand,  Holmes'  was  white  and  McLean's  was  blue?^ 
A.  l^o,  HolmcH*  was  blue  and  McLean's  white. 

Q.  HolroeM*  was  blue  and  McLean's  vas  white,  oh  ?  And  you  marked  for 
McLean  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  npoko  abont  your  brother  siccoing  a  decluralion  ? — Ak  Yes. 

Q.  What  brother?— A.  My  brother  Kaby ;  no  he  didn't,  he  didn't  vote,  he  wasn't 
able  to  fco. 

Q    What  did  you  say? — A.  It  was  in  my  brother  Baby's  sitting  room. 

Q.  You  said  he  signed? — A.  No,  I  beg  your  pardon,  it  was  mv  nephews. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  say  your  brother  made  a  declaration?  -A.  No,  because  he 
wasn't  able  to  go. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  say  he  made  the  declaration  ? — A.  No,  it  was  my  nephews. 

Q.  What  nephews  ? — A.  John,  Scarlett,  Robert  and  Arthur. 

Q.  They  are  all  nephews  and  of  the  same  name  ?— A.  The  same  surname  but 
not  christian  name. 

Q.  These  four  made  declarations,  were  you  there? — A.  No, 

Q.  How  did  you  know? — A.  They  told  roe  and  1  would  take  their  words  as 
much  as  their  oath. 

Q.  They  told  you?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  in  the  room  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  were  you  there? — A.  They  were  in  the  room  when  I  was  in  the  sitting 
roonu. 

By  Mr.  Eraser  {Ouysboro*) : 

Q.  You  cannot  be  mistaken  about  the  ballot  being  white  and  blue  ? — A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 
Q.  Then  McLean's  was  blue? — A.  No,  white. 

By  Mr.  Fraser  (^Ouysboro*) : 

Q.  Holmes'  was  blue  and  McLean's  was  white,  no  mistake  about  that?— A.  No, 
bring  me  the  ballot  and  I  will  show  you  where  I  marked  it. 

Witness  discharged. 


Abneb  Morris,  No.  26  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  Mr.  Morris,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborno  ? — A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  held  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  CummingH. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  1  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  his  first  name  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  seen  him  here,  it  is  this  gentleman  over  here  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  yoa  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Mr.  Eobert  McLean? — A.  Mr.  jRobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  And  was  there  any  spaoe  opposite  his  name  for  the  purpose  of  putting  your 
mark? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark? — A.  A  round  white. 

Q.  A  round  white  place  opposite  his  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  There. 

Q.  Did  you  put  it  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name?  I  want  to  know  whether  it 
was  ill  the  white  space  or  somewhere  else? — A.  1  put  it  in  the  white  space. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it? — 
A,  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  you  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  I  handed  it  to  him  and 
walked  out. 

Q.  You  walked  out? — A.  Yes.  I  just  turned  around  and  saw  that  he  was 
unfolding  it  differently  to  what  I  had  folded  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  wait  to  see  him  put  it  in  ihe  box? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  show  me  on  this  where  you  marked  your  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  this  circular  white  space  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Eussell : 

Q.  You  are  acquainted  with  Mr.  McLean  of  course? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  him  or  were  you  canvassed  at  all  for  the 
Dominion  election,  or  was  there  any  canvassing? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  any  of  McLean's  friends  canvass  you  for  your  vote  before  the  election? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  election  was  over  you  met  Mr.  McLean  of  course,  1  mean  to  say 
about  getting  up  a  document,  a  certificate  of  the  list  of  people  that  hud  voted  for 
him? — A.  It  was  M.  O.  Johnston  asked  me. 

Q.  And  waHn*t  McLean  with  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  am  referring  to  that  time.  Was  it  McLean  asked  you  how  you  had  voted 
or  Johnston.     Which  asked  you? — A.  M.  O.  Johnston. 

Q.  McLean  was  with  him.  Did  they  come  to  your  place  or  you  go  to  them? — 
A.  They  came  to  my  place. 

Q.  To  your  house? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Johnston  was  the  first  to  speak  and  ask  you  if  you  had  voted  for 
McLean,  or  something  like  that.     Was  that  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  asked  you  if  you  had  voted  for  McLean  and  you  said  you  had  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  trade  with  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  When  I  want  to  buy  beef  I  buy  off  him. 

Q.  Have  you  considerable  dealings  with  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  hell  to  him  at  all  ? — A.  1  never  sold  anything  to  him. 

Q.  You  simply  buy  from  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  buy  for  cash  or  credit  ? — A.  Generally  cash. 

Q.  Sometimes  on  credit? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  McLean  was  with  Johnston  when  he  came  to  ask  you  how  you  voted  ? — A. 
He  didn't  come  into  the  house. 

Q.  Johuhton  came  into  the  house  and  asked  you  how  you  voted  ?  Yon  had 
not  given  him  any  understanding  as  to  how  you  had  voted  before  ? — A.  Not  before. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  committee  rooms  in  that  place;  any  committee  meet- 
ings? Election  meetings — ^you  know  what  I  mean — canvassing  committees?-— A. 
I  don't  understand. 
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Q.  Had  the  Liberal  or  Conservative  party  in  that  part  of  the  country  any 
political  meetings,  to  find  oat  how  people  were  going  to  vote?  Had  yon  any  such 
meeting? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  attend  any  of  those  committees? — A,  There  was  two  meetings  on 
the  Eeform  side. 

Q.  That  is  pnblic  meetings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  moan  any  committee  meetings  ? — A.  I  never  attended  any. 

Q.  Did  yon  attend  the  public  meetings  and  the  Eeform  meetings? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  any  Conservative  meetings? — A.  I  didn't  attend  them.  I 
had  loo  far  to  go. 

Q.  TLero  were  no  Conservative  meetings  in  the  same  place? — A.  No,  sir,  not 
to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  The  Reform  meetings  were  the  only  convenient  meetings  to  go  to.  Did  not 
the  Conservatives  have  meetings  in  the  name  place,  too? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  The  Reformers  had  two  meetings  in  that  place  and  the  Conservatives  did 
not  have  any? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  attended  two  Reform  meetings  and  you  didn't  attend  any  Conservative 
tneetingH.     You  didn't  know  of  any  you  could  have  attended  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Then  you  signed  that  paper.  I  don't  think  you  told  what  the  circumstances 
of  signing  it  were  ?  Was  it  read  over  to  you  or  did  you  read  it  over  to  yourselt  ? — 
A.  M.  O.  Johnston  read  it  over  to  me. 

Q.  After  asking  how  you  voted,  he  asked  if  you  woald  have  any  objection  to 
signing  a  paper  to  that  effect  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  said  you  would  have  no  objection  to  signing  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir, 

Q.  Did  you  see  McLfean  ? — A.  No. 

^.  How  did  you  know  he  was  there  ? — A.  He  was  out-^ide  in  the  buggy. 

Q.  But  how  did  you  know  he  was  there  ? — A.  1  knew  he  was  there  in  the  buggy. 

Q.  You  feigned  the  paper  that  you  had  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  swear  to  it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  Bible  brought  out? — A.  No,  sir.    They  just  read  it  to  me. 

Q.  He  read  it  and  you  sign€S  it  and  that  is  all  you  know  about  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  have  been  stopping  at  the  same  house  with  the  other  witnesses? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  seen  a  good  deal  of  them  here? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  convert^ation  between  witnesses  as  to  that  paper  they 
signed? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Any  conversation  as  to  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  only  a  statement? — A.  I 
never  heard  any. 

Q.  You  never  heard  any  conversation  among  the  witnesses  ? — A.  Not  about  the 
paper. 

Q.  About  anything  relating  to  the  paper? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  heard  some  conversation  with  witnc'^ses  about  this  trial  going 
one? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  But  no  reference  to  the  paper  they  had  signed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  conversation  with  anybody  about  the  paper  you  had  signed? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  the  quality  of  the  paper  discusf^od  as  to  whether  it  was 
binding  like  an  oath  or  merely  a  written  statement? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Not  to  your  knowledge,  I  suppo:*e,  means  not  to  your  recollec  tion  ? — A.  Not 
to  my  recollection. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  think  about  that,  Mr.  Morris,  because  there  is  a  good  deal 
of  talk  about  that  conversation  going  on,  perhaps  you  didn't  mix  up  with  the 
witnes^es  much,  have  you  been  with  them  since  you  have  been  here? — A.  Yes,  I 
have  been  with  them  all  the  time. 

Q.  And  you  have  heard  conversation  about  the  trial? — A.  Yes,  they  talk  back- 
wardn  and  forwards. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  recollection  about  the  conversation ;  about  that  document? 
—A.  No,  I  have  none. 
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Q.  You  are  poMtive  you  didn't  hear  any  or  that  yon  don*t  recolloct  ? — A.  I  don't 
recollect. 

Q.  You  would  not  be  positive  that  you  have  heard  convei-sation  among  the 
witne»^e8  to  the  effect  that  that  paper  was  not  in  the  nature  of  an  oath  ? — A.  I  don't 
recollect  ever  hearing  of  it. 

Q.  You  have  heard  some  con  vernation  in  the  hall  about  some  of  the  proceedings 
haven't  you  among  the  witnesses.  By  the  way,  did  you  ever  hear  Mr.  Bock  talking 
to  any  of  the  witnesses  about  the  document? — A.  No,  I  never  did. 

Q.  You  of  course  couldn't  answer  that  without  thinking  a  little  while  to  be  sure 
I  suppose? — A.  Well,  I  did  not  understand  you  at  firi*t. 

Q.  I  thought  that  wa'<  a  very  easy  answer  I  asked  you,  Mr.  Morris,  I  guess 
your  mind  was  wandering  a  little  about  something  ol^e.  You  are  positive  you  never 
heard  Mr.  Beck  make  any  reference  as  to  the  nature  of  that  document? — A.  No,  I 
never  did. 

Q.  Neither  nt  the  hotel  or  up  here? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  never  heard  any  of  the  witnesses  or  any-  body  elso  either  there,  at 
the  Brunswick  hotel,  or  up  here,  or  any  where  else? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  would  be  talked  about  in  Oolborne  wouldn't  it  ? — A.  I  have  heard  it  talked 
about  there. 

Q.  That  is  as  to  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  did  you  hear  talking  abo'it  it  there  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  You  have  heard  it  talked  about  a  great  deal  there  on  that  point  whether  it 
was  an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  But  yon  can't  recollect  a  single  person  that  you  heard  talking  about  it 
there  ?^ — A.  I  can't  recollect. 

Q.  You  can't  single  out  anybody  that  you  hoard  talking  about  it?— A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  think  whether  it  was  some  of  ihe  people  that  had  signed  it  or  not 
that  were  speaking  about  it  that  way  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  it  is  because  you  do  not  know  who  signed  it  ? — A,  I  know 
who  signed  it. 

Q.  Now,  are  you  not  satisfied  yon  have  heard  some  of  tho-*e  people  who  signed 
it  talking  \vhether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q.  You  think  you  have  heard.  Your  impresbion  is  that  you  did  ? — A.  I  think  ^o. 

Q.  And  you  have  heard  a  number  of  people  discussini^  that  question? — A..  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  binding? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  out  in  Colborne? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  haven't  heard  the  question  discussed  since  you  came  to  Ottawa  at  all? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  witnesses  discussing  the  question,  since  yesterday  we 
will  say? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  witnesses,  we  will  say,  either  yesterday  or  to-day,  dis- 
cussing the  question  whether  they  had  seen  their  ballots  put  in  the  box  or  not,  or 
whether  they  had  turned  around  and  run  away  without  waiting  to  see  it  go  into  the 
box? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  haven't  heard  any  discussion  like  that? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  You  haven't  hoard  Mr.  Beck  say  to  any  witnesses  that  it  would  be  just  as 
well  if  they  didn't  romombor  whether  they  saw  their  ballots  go  into  the  box  or  not?— 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  haven't  heard  anything  like  that  take  place  ? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  You  haven't  heard  anybody  make  observations  like  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whether  at  the  hotel  or  up  bore? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  didn't  wait  to  see  your  ballot  go  in  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  just  handed  it  to  the  presiding  officer,  you  simply  gave  your  ballot  to  Mr. 
Cummings,  turned  round,  and  went  away  and  didn't  wait  to  see  whether  it  wont  into 
the  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  in  a  hurry? — A.  I  was  going  to  town. 

Q.  You  didn't  wait  to  see  it  go  into  the  box  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Cummings? — A,  I  have  known  him  a  good 
few  years. 
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Q.  How  long  do  you  mean  ? — A.  Seven  or  eight  years. 

Q,  Have  you  lived  long  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ho  has  lived  all  his  life  there,  I  think? — A.  I  can'l  say. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  ihat  place  ? — A.  All  my  life. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  Seven  or  eight  year**. 

Q.  How  far  away  from  him  do  you  live  ? — A.  About  three  miles,  I  guess. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  at  the  last  election,  Mr.  Morris,  the  provincial  election  ? — 
For  Mr.  Betk. 

Q.  Ih  he  a  Conservative  ? — A.  A  Conservative. 

Q,  A  Conservative,  and  the  last  Dominion  election, 'jou  voted  for  McLean  ? — 
Yes,  nir. 

Q.  You  have  been  a  Conservative  right  along? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  have  been  in  the  hall  here  every  day  waiting  to  be  examined  ?--^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  With  the  other  witnesses? — A,  Yes.  sir. 

Q.  And  you  heard  no  such  talk  as  hab  just  been  spoken  about? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


Samuel  Morris  (No.  73  on  the  poll  book),  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Morris,  you  live  in  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  hard  of  hearing  ? — A.  Sir? 

Q.  You  live  in  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county 
of  Huron,  held  on  the  21st  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  wa8  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
I  don't  know,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ? — A.  I  only  took  notice  to  the  returning  officer.  That  is 
Mr,' 

Q.  Who  was  the  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — A.  Mr. 
Camrainir". 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it? — A.  I  did,  bir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  A  cross, 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Mr.  — '• — the  butcher;  I  forget  his  name.        » 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  ?— A.  That  is  it,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  it  opposiie  his  name? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  On  the  right  of  his  name. 

Q.  On  the  right  of  hiH  name.  Yes,  did  you  put  it  in  a  white  place  or  black  ? — 
A.  In  a  while  round  pluce. 

Q.  Yes,  you  put  your  rross  there  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  After  yon  put  ynnr  cross  there  I  suppose  you  folded  the  ballot  up  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer 
and  be  put  it  on  the  table  and  tore  a  little  bit  otf  the  edge  and  put  it  in  his  pocket, 
and  put  the  ballot  in  the  box,  and  then  I  left. 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  which  yon  handed  to  him  the  same  one  which  he  had  given 
to  yon  ?  —  A.  I  cannot  swear  to  that. 

Q.  You  cannot? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  do  not  think  you  understand  me? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  He  gave  you  a  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  a  mark  on  it  ? — A.  I  did. 
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Q.  Did  70a  give  that  identical  papor  back  to  him  7 — ^A.  The  same  paper. 

Q.  That  IB  what  I  was  aslcing  yoo,  yon  know.  You  gave  him  the  same  paper 
which  he  bad  given  yon  to  mark? — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  I  seen  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  remember  who  the  other  candidate  was  ? — A.  I  want  a  pair  of 
dpectacies. 

Q.  Have  yon  got  a  pair? — A.  I  have  got  a  pair  in  my  pocket. 

Q.  You  might  put  them  on  ? — A.  Yes,  my  spectacles  is  all  gone  to  pieces. 

Q.  Have  they? — A.  Yes.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  sat  on  my  spectacles  and  broke 
them. 

Q.  I  expect  mine  would  not  help  yon  much  ? — A.  Yours  is  too  young,  sir,  I 
guess. 

By  Mr.  Mclsaac : 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cumroings,  don't  yon  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  him. 
Q.  He  is  a  man  of  pretty  good  reputation? — ^A.  I  never  heard  nothing  against 
the  man,  sir. 

Q.  A  very  good  man  ? — A.  A  good  workman. 
Q.  A  good  workman  ? — A.  A  good  carpenter. 
Q.  A  good  neighbour? — A.  A  good  neighbour;  yes,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  1  suppose  you  have  known  him  a  good  many  years  ? — A.  A  number  of  years. 
Q.  And  you  never  heard  a  word  against  him  in  your  life? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  ; 

Q.  A  pretty  strong  politician,  isn't  he? — A.  I  do  cot  know  about  that;  I  don't 
ander^tand  much  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  A  good  honest  man? — A.  Yes,  I  guens  so.  I  never  heard  anything  against 
the  man. 

The  Chairman. — You  arc  discharged.    The  wetnbss. — Grood-by,  sir. 


Joseph  Thompson,  No.  28  on  the  poll  book,  sworn : 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q   You  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne,  Mr.  Thompson? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  the  last  Dominion  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  February? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  otficer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted?— A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Mr.  Donald  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.   Did  you  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it?— A.  An  "  X." 

Q.  Opposite  whoHo  name? — A.  Bob  McLean's. 

Q.  And  do  you  remember  in  what  kind  of  a  place  you  put  your  mark? — A.  A 
TOund  dot,  a  round  **  O." 

Q.  White  or  black?— A.  White. 
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Q.  And  after  you  had  markod  the  ballot  yoa  folded  it,  I  suppose? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  yoa  do  with  it  theo  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  CummlDgs. 

Q.  Did  yoa  haad  him  the  same  ballot  which  yoa  had  got  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  yoa  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  1  walked  on  up  to  the  Btove. 

Q.  Handed  him  the  ballot  and  walked  on  towards  the  stove? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  wheiher  he  tore  oflf  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  to^ay  or  yesterday  with  respect  to  remem- 
bering whether  he  put  your  ballot  in  the  box  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  With  nobody  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  any  time  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  heard  anybody  talking  about  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  talk  to  you  about  the  election  at  ail  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Since  you  came  down  here,  you  have  been  talking  about  the  investigation? 
— A.  A  little,  but  now  and  ihen. 

Q.  In  the  passage  here  ? — A.  Yes.  sir, 

Q.  What  about? — A.  Oh,  about  how  you  fellows,  was  keeping  us  down  here 
mostly. 

Q.  Why,  we  rather  understood  you  were  having  a  better  time  than  we  do. 
Were  you  a  subscriber  to  the  fund  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  ever  subscribed  to  a  fund  for  us.  And  you  paid  your  money  like  a 
man  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  had  the  drinks  on  it? — A.  I  do  not  know  if  I  had  drinks  or 
not,  1  had  a  cigar." 

Q.  Perhaps  you  are  a  teetotaller  ? — A.  No,  I  can  take  a  drink  too. 

Q.  You  are  none  the  worse  of  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  1  suppose  the  drinks  were  put  up  by  somebody? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  drinks  were  put  up  by  somebody  ? — A.  I  put  some  up  myself. 

Q.  You  put  up  some  youi*self,  and  altogether  are  not  having  a  bad  time  ? 
~A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  much  to  complain  of? — A.  I  am  not  kicking. 

Q.  You  have  been  talking  together  about  this  investigation? — A.  Not  in  parti- 
cular. 

Q.  And  what  the  witnesses  have  been  saying?— A.  Not  in  particular. 

Q.  Has  Mr.  Beck  been  talking  about  it  ?~A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  talking  to  the  others? — A.  I  heard  him  sitting  talking 
around. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  talking  to  the  other  witnesses  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  About  the  ballots  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  hear  him  asking  whether  they  saw  the  ballots  put  in  the  box? 
— A.  No,  sir,  1  cannot  say  I  did. 

Q.  You  cannot  say  you  did,  can  you  swear  you  didn't  ? — A.  I  would  not  like  to 
swear  I  didn't ;  I  didn't  pay  no  attention.  I  might  accidentally  hear  him  saying 
something,  but  I  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  bim. 

Q.  You  might  accidentally  hear  him  saying  something? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  had  been  talking,  I  suppose,  about  what  they  remembered  the  witnesses  ? 
—A.  No,  not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  any  say  how  they  voted  ? — A.  I  hoard  some  say  how  they  voted. 

Q.  And  how  they  markod  the  ballot? — A.  Some,  oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  where  the  names  were? — A.  I  do  not  know  that  1  heard  any  say  where 
the  names  was. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  said  about  the  ballots  being  supposed  to  have  disap- 
peared ? — A.  I  do  not  know  if  there  wan  or  not. 

Q.  Well,  now,  that  is  the  most  important  point  in  the  whole  investigation? — 
(No  answer.) 

Q.  Will  you  answer  that  question? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  I  can  or  not. 
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Q  Yon  don*t  know  whether  you  can  or  not.  You  don't  know  whether  you  can 
annwor  it  or  not.  The  quej*lion  in  a  very  plain  one.  Wan  anything  naid  by  any  of 
these  witneHsen  in  your  hearing  about  their  ballots  havinj^  disappeared  ? — A.  I  do 
not  think  that  I  hoard  a  man  saying  any  sueh  a  thing.  I  do  not  think  I  heard  any 
such  a  m;.n  v^nj  any  such  a  thini^  about  his  ballot  disappearing. 

Q.  You  were  all  satisfied  your  ballots  were  just  as  you  put  them  in  ? — A.  W^ 
didn'i  put  them  in. 

Q,  You  didn't  put  them  in  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Oh,  I  see,  who  Haid  that,  that  they  didn't  put  them  in,  which  of  the  witnesses 
said  ihat?— A.  I  say  I  didn't  put  it  in. 

Q.  Which  of  the  witnesses? — A.  I  did  not  hear  any  of  them  say. 

(i.  What  did  you  hear  any  of  the  witnesses  say  about  these  ballots  ?— A.  I  do 
not  think  I  heard  any  of  them  saying  aiijahing  about  the  ballots. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  them  saying  anything  after  they  came  down  ? — ^A.  Yes, 
ihey  voted  for  Bob  McLean. 

Q.  Anything  else? — A.  No. 

t^.  You  heard  ihem  say  t-hat? — A.  Yes. 

(j.  Did  you  hear  more  than  one? — A.  J  do  not  know  which  one,  I  was  not  pay- 
ing much  attention. 

(j.  But  you  understood  this,  ail  they  came  for  was  to  swear  you  voted  for  Bob 
McLean? — A.  Yes. 

(i   Nothing  else? — A.  No. 

(i.  And  that  is  what  you  came  for? — A.  Yes.  sir. 

(i.  Now,  is  your  memory  any  clearer  than  it  was  a  moment  ago,  are  you  pre- 
pared to  say  here  you  didn't  hear  any  witnesses  say  anything  with  respect  to  the 
ballots  they  had  marked  and  given  to  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Oh,  I  heard  some 
of  them  say  they  had  marked  and  given  them  to  the  deputy  roltirnitig  officer. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  about  putting  the  ballots  in  the  box? — ^A.  Some  of  them 
said  they  saw  it  put  in  and  some  didn't  and  went  right  out. 

Q.  Some  of  them  said  they  Miwthem  put  in  and  somedidn't? — A.*  Some  of  them 
said  ^hey  saw  it  done  and  some  didn'i. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anything  else  than  that? — A.  Not  to  my  knowled^^e. 

Q.  You  didn'i  hear  any  witnesses  state  that  anything  wiong  had  been  done  with 
the  ballots? — A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  an}'  witness  say  anything  wrong  or  improper  had  been  done 
with  his  ballot? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  voted  at  previou-*  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  know  ail  about  the  ballot,  and  I  ask  you  now  which  ballot  was  blue 
and  which  one  white? 

Mr.  Powell  objected  to  the  question. 

Q.  If  any  one  said  one  ballot  was  blue  and  one  was  white  what  would  you  have 
fluid? — A.  T  would  have  ^aid  both  were  while. 

Mr.  Borden  (flalifax)  objected  that  this  was  not  evidence. 

Q.  You  have  been  voting  at  previous  elections? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q,  You  had  voted  p^evio^^ly  and  knew  how  to  vote? — A.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  And  a  man  that  can  read  and  write;  now  you  got  a  ballot,  went  behind  the 
screen,  and  brought  it  to  the  reluming  officer  and  knew  where  he  put  it? — ^A.  Knew 
where  he  had  to  ]>ut  it. 

Q.  And  that  wa^? — A.  In  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  What  did  you  do? — A.  Folde«l  it  up  ready  to  put  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Then  you  didn'i  know  about  the  counterfoil? — A.  He  didn't  toll  me  about 
the  counterfoil. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  and  he  didn'i  tell  3-ou  and  3'ou  foldetl  it  up  without  respect 
10  the  counterfoil  so  that  the  ballot  would  have  to  bo  openod  to  te:u*  off  the  counter- 
foil?—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  the. ballot  initialled?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  him  do  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Hy  ])encil  or  pen? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Ii  was  by  one  or  other,  you  know  ? — A.  Ye-, 
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Q.  You  didn't  seo  him  tear  off  tho  counterfoil? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  wait  to  ^ee,  didn't  try  or  care? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  oiher  people  vote? — A.  No,  sir. 

il  You  didn't?— A.  No,  tjlr. 

Q.  Didn't  you  etny  in  the  pollintr  booih  at  all? — A.  Not  when  I  voted. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  htay  to  hco  what  Lucarae  of  your  bu  I  lot,  why  didn't  you 
wait  ? — A.  I  walked  u])  to  the  stove  where  some  of  the  hovB  were  btanding. 

Q.  You  kn  )W  Cummings? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Knew  him  to  be  an  h*»neht  man? — A.  Yet*. 

1^.  Never  heard  anything  to  the  contrary  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Wan  it  becauHC  you  hao  coriHdence  that  you  didn't  :itop? — A.  It  was. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  he  would  put  that  ballot  in  ? — A.  No,  sii'. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  people  who  you  had  voted  for  when  y  ju  went  down  to  the  stove  ? 
—A.  Xo,  hir. 

(J.  You  didn't  keep  your  own  connpel  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  anybody  before  the  election  who  you  were  going  to  vote  for? — 
A.  No,  hir,  1  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  an}l)edy  after  the  election  who  yor.  had  voted  for ? — A,  No,  I 
doc't  think  I  did. 

Q.  You  recollect  the^e  gentlemen  coming  to  uet  yon  r  Ktatement  ? — A.  Yen. 

ti.  Up  lo  that  time  had  you  t..ld  anybody? — A.  lerhaps  I  might  have  been 
talkifig  lo  >ome  one. 

i\.  But  you  might  have? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  thene  gentlemen  came,  Mr.  McLean  and  who  ? — A.  M.  0.  Johnston. 

Q.  Where  did  they  meet  you  ?— A,  On  the  mad. 

Q    Did  they  htop  to  talk  to  you  ? — A.  Yen. 

ti.  Tell  you  their  misHon  ? — A.  They  had  a  jmprr  i  nd  a^ked  if  I  had  any 
objcetion  to  Hign. 

Q.  Asked  you  if  j'ou  had  any  objection  to  sign  a  papei  ;  did  they  give  it  to  you 
toreiid?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  reail  it  ?— A.  Jf»hnHton. 

Q.  W«g  it  all  ready  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Nothing  lo  do  but  sign  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  prepared  and  you  did  Hgn  it? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Then  and  there?— A.  Ye**. 

Q.  Were  you  asked  to  take  the  Bible  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Any  oath  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  else  about  a  Bible  or  affidavit  or  anything? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  asked  to  sign  and  you  higned  and  there  was  theendof  it  ? — A.  Yes 

ByMr.RuiitU: 

Q  You  had  some  doubt  after  you  came  from  the  polling  both  whether  you  had 
put  tile  mark  in  the  right  pluce? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  expressed  ^ome  doubt  after  you  came  out  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Think  clone  now? — A.  I  am  thinking. 

(i.  You  naiJ  to  two  or  three  persons  you  were  afraid  you  had  voted  for  Holmes 
iiuiloid  nf  McLean  ? — A.  No,  hir. 

H  Yuu  didn't  say  that  at  all  ? — A.  Not  after  I  came  out. 

Q    Not  after  leaving  the  |»oll? — A.  No. 

(j.  itJitln't  take  place  before  leaving  the  building,  it  took  place  inside  the 
Imildiii;;?— A.  No,  nir. 

Q.  You  moan  it  didn't  take  place  at  all  ? — A.  I  said  it  that  night  after  I  left 
town  when  I  heard  how  the  returns  came  out. 

Q.  You  said  it  that  night  after  you  left  town  when  you  heard  how  the  returns 
<'ami-  out ;  you  naid  you  must  have  marked  it  wrong? — A.  1  huid  I  must  have  voted 
for  li«ilme?«  loo.  / 

Q.  To  how  many  people? — A.  Some  of  the  boys  were  codding  around. 

t^  Some  of  the  boys  weie  codding  about  it?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  And  you  said  that  you  thought  you  must  have  been  mistaken  and  voted  for 
Holmes  by  mistake  ? — A.  I  said,  I  thought  I  must  have  voted  for  Holmes  too,  the 
way  our  polling  place  turned  out. 

Q.  And  you  were  sure  you  didn't  vote  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  was  pretty  sure. 

Q.  Only  pretty  sure  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  making  some  inquiries  in  the  course  of  that  conversation  which 
name  was  on  top  and  which  was  on  ihe  bottom  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  be  careful? — A.  1  am  careful. 

Q.  You  didn't  mention  anything  about  whose  name  was  on  the  top  and  whose 
on  the  bottom? — A.  I  heard  some  of  ihom  talking  about  where  it  was. 

i^.  And  you  asked  about  it? — A.  I  knew  it  was  on  the  top. 

Q.  You  had  some  doubt? — A.  No,  I  don't  say  any  su-  h  thing. 

Q.  When  the  document  was  produced  that  you  signed  you  say  you  didn't  have 
any  book  produced  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  swore  to  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  persons  that  you  were  talking  to  about  this? — A.  About 
which? 

Q.  That  you  were  codding  wiih  about  this  vote  ? — A.  Oh,  I  can't  toll  you  who 
they  were ;  a  lot  of  the  boys  I  met  in  the  town  and  they  were  making  fun  of  me. 

Q.  About  your  mistake? — A.  No,  1  was  telling  them  what  1  was  thinking  of, 
when  I  came  out. 

Q.  About  you  voting  for  Holmes  ? — A.  They  were  all  just  talking  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  What  you  said  was  the  way  the  ballot  turned  out  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q,  They  were  codding  you  because  3'ou  said  in  view  of  the  poll  you  must  have 
voted  for  Holmes  too  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  any  doubt  who  you  voted  for  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  now  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Whose  name  was  at  the  bottom  ? — A.  Bob  McLean's. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  mark  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  conversation  you  have  spoken  of  to  Mr.  Eussell  was  chaffing  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  the  way  the  vole  turned  out? — A.  Yes,  I  was. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  way  you  came  to  make  this  remark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  Kerr,  No.  21  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne,  Mr.  Kerr  ? — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  which  was  held  in  February  last  for 
the  west  riding  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  si.*-. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  Donald  Cumminge,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  put  a  mark  on  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q    What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Eoboit McLean's. 

Q.  Wnat  kind  of  a  place  was  it? — A.  Just  like  an  0  place. 

Q.  A  roand  place  ? — A.  I  can't  say  it  was  exactly  round  it  seems  to  mo  fit  was 
an  O.     I  put  on  my  glasses  and  marked  the  ballot  opposite  his  name.  :,i,^ 

Q.  Was  it  white  or  what  kind  of  a  space  ? — A.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  white. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  In  the  centre  of  the  O. 
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Q.  In  the  space,  in  the  white  space  ?— A.  Yee.  I  think  I  can  tell  my  ballot  if  I 
saw  it. 

Q.  Show  me  on  this  ballot  ?— A.  That  is  the  place  I  put  my  mark. 

Q.  That  is  certainly  the  space  beside  tfcLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  yon  had  put  your  cross  in  that  place  I  suppose  you  folded  the  ballot  ? 
—A.  I  folded  it  very  carefully, 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer. 

Q.  To  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  J)id  you  hand  to  him  the  same  paper  which  you  received  from  him? — A. 
Yes,  sir,  I  handed  him  the  same  paper  I  received  from  him.    I  had  no  other. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  He  opened  it  out  partly,  very  carefully,  and 
took  something  off  it,  and  then  folded  it  up;  I  don't  think  he  made  a  better  job  of  it 
than  I  had  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  He  opened  it  up  and  tore  something  off  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  did  with  the  piece  he  tore  of  it? — A,  I  may  say  I 
think  he  put  it  in  his  pocket.  I  bad  never  before  had  my  ballot  opened  like  that, 
and  I  have  voted  a  good  many  times,  but  never  as  I  say  had  it  opened  before,  it 
amused  me  some,  and  I  just  happened  to  stand  by  to  see  what  he  was  doing  with 
it,  and  what  he  opened  it  for.  Of  course  he  folded  it  up  again  and  I  saw  him  put 
it  into  the  box. 

Q.  And  you  went  away  ? — ^A.  I  went  away  home,  I  was  with  my  son-in-law. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  suppose  you  had  voted  at  other  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  were  not  aware  that  the  law  required  that  the  counterfoil 
should  be  torn  off? — A.  No,  I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Q.  So  it  was  perfectly  right  for  him  to  take  it  off  to  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  had  opened  it  out  and  folded  it  back  pretty  well  ? — A.  Pretty  well,  but 
not  as  well  as  I  had. 

Q.  You  kept  your  eye  on  him  pretty  clopcly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  put  your  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  Certainly, 

Q.  Are  you  in  business  ? — A.  I  have  been  in  business  for  a  good  many  years,  but 
I  am  retired  now  and  living  with  my  son-in-law. 

Q.  And  you  can't  remember  just  now  what  the  ballots  were  like  ? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  any  particular  notice  of  it? — ^A.  I  didn't  take  any  notice  of 
it,  but  I  marked  my  ballot  and  came  away  and  drove  back  homo. 

Q.  Have  these  witnesses  been  talking  about  the  ballots  ? — A.  Not  to  me,  sir. 

Q.  Or  in  your  presence  ? — A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  So  that  not  having  heard  them  talk  you  wouldn't  have  known  about  the 
balk)ts? — A.  Not  a  single  thing  about  it. 

Q.  And  couldn't  have  told  the  committee  anything  about  it? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  fact  is  you  didn't  keep  it  in  your  mind  aud  had  no  memory  about  it  7 — 
A.  No  particular  memory. 

Q.  The  fact  of  the  matter  is  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge.  You  do  not  know 
whether  this  is  the  ballot  you  marked  or  not,  of  course  this  isn't  the  one  you  had,  I 
will  be  honest  with  you  ? — A.  No.  I  would  have  known  my  mark  if  this  was  the 
ballot. 

Q.  I  would  not  be  deceiving  you,  this  pad  of  ballots  was  not  in  Colborne  at  all  ? 
—A.  No,  I  don't  think  so.    These  were  printed  up  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Q.  Why  would  you  think  that? — A.  Oh,  because  of  the  marks  on  them. 

Q,  Perhaps  they  are  not  like  the  ones  you  had  up  there? — A.  No,  they  are  not 
like  the  ones  we  had  up  there,  I  can  see  that. 

Q.  Jnst  put  on  your  spectacles  and  see.    These  are  different,  quite  different,  are 
they  ?— A.  Yes,  these  differ  a  great  deal.    The  others  wore  a  little  larger  ballots.    I 
would  not  say  from  memory,  but  it  seems  to  me  that  they  were. 
2—16 
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Q.  The  ones  you  had  wero  larger? — ^A.  They  were  larger  in  every  way  as  far 
■as  my  memory  goes. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  protend  to  recollect? — A.  No. 

<}.  You  would  not  pretend  to  tell  the  colour  op  anything  else  of  it? — A.  No. 
•Q.  There  was  a  ballot — I  would  just  like  you  to  look  at  that  one  now? — A.  Well, 
tliat  is  Holmes  and  McLean. 

Q.  I  am  only  asking  you  to  look  at  it,  the  general  look  of  it?  Now,  would  it 
not  be  larger  than  that  also? — A.  I  think  it  would  be  larger  than  that. 

Q.  Larger  than  this? — A.  Some  larger,  much  larger. 

Q.  Take  this  paper  and  show  me  a&)ut  the  size  you  would  say  it  was  ? — A.  It 
wasn't  as  large  as  this  enyelopo,  it  seems  to  me  as  far  as  I  can  remember;  I  am  DOt 
speaking  positively. 

Q.  You  wore  perhaps  a  little  excited  ? — ^A.  No,  I  was  quite  calm. 

Q.  There  was  no  noise  or  fuss  about  the  polling  booth  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Cummings  pretty  well? — A.  I  have  known  him  over  forty 
years.  rj.^ 

Q.  And  as  far  as  you  know  he  is  a  good  neighbour? — A.  I  never  heard  any- 
thing wrong  of  him. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  suspicion  of  him?— A.  No,  I  had  no  suspicion  that  he  was 
doing  anything  wrong. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hoar  anything  against  him  ? — A.  I  never  heard  anything 
against  him. 

Q.  All  the  years  yoa  have  lived  there? — A.  All  the  time  1  have  been  there. 

C^.  As  a  matter  of  fact  all  these  forty  years  you  have  known  him  well,  and 
never  knew  anything  against  nim? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  came  to  you  to  ask  you  to  certify  that  you  had  voted  for  him? — ^A. 
They  came  to  me  with  a  declaration. 

Q.  You  had  not  told  anybody  who  you  had  voted  for? — A.  Yes,  driving  home 
with  my  son-in  law  he  said  **  how  did  you  vote." 

Q.  When  was  it?— A.  On  the  2l8t  of  February. 

Q.  Was  that  afterwards? — A.  I  think  it  was  coming  home  from  the  poll  and  he 
asked  me  how  I  voted,  and  I  said  I  promised  McLean  to  support  him. 

Q.  When  did  you  promise  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  I  was  in  town  and  in  an  oflBoe 
and  McLean  came  in  and  commenced  talking  election,  and  I  said:  are  you  going  to 
run  at  the  next  election,  and  he  said  he  was,  and  I  said  you  can  depend  on  me,  that 
is  all  that  happened. 

Q.  It  was  businesslike,  short  and  prompt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  am  a  business  man. 

Q.  And  then  you  told  your  son-in-law  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ?— A.  John  W.  Hunter. 

Q.  Is  he  one  of  the  voters  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  here  ? — A.  He  went  away  last  night. 

Q.  They  came  along  to  you  with  the  statement,  or  was  it  written  out  already? 
—A.  It  was  ready  for  me  to  sign. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  then  and  there  ?— A.  I  took  it  up  to  the  bouse  and 
signed  it. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  there  with  you  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Johnston  was  there, 

Q.  Was  there  any  Bible  used  ?  Did  you  take  any  oath?— A.  No, sir.  It  seemed 
to  me,  reading  it  over,  that  it  was  as  binding  as  an  oath. 

Q.  Who  was  saying  that  ? — A*.  It  seemed  to  me  it  was. 

Q.  But  have  you  boon  talking  it  over  with  anybody  since  whether  it  was  or 
not  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  anybody  say  that  since  you  came  down  here? — A.  No,  no. 

Q.  Nobody  would  dare  to  say  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  They  could  do  so  if 
they  wished  to. 

Q.  Did  anybody  living  ever  suggest  to  yoa  that  this  was  like  an  oath,  or  any- 
thing of  that  kind  ?— A.  No.    I  could  judge  for  myself. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  on  that  point,  I  know  quite  well  yon  are  an  intelligent  man, 
but  did  anybody  else  say  it,  Mr.  Johnston  or  Beck,  or  anybody  else  ? — A.  No,  I  read 
the  declaration  over  and  signed  it. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  243 

Q.  And  Mr.  Johnston  didn't  Bay  one  word  to  70a  abont  it  ? — ^A.  Not  one  word. 

Q.  ^Y  the  way,  did  you  subscribe  to  the  fund  ? — A,  Which  fund  ? 

Q.  The  fund  you  are  getting  up  for  Mr.  Beck  ?— A.  What  fund  ? 

Q.  The  fund  for  Mr.  Beck,  you  know  about  it? — ^A.  Yes,  I  gave  50  cents  to  it. 

Q.  What  did  you  get  this  fund  up  for  ? — A.  I  deemed  it  very  kind  of  Mr.  Beck, 
he  was  taking  us  around  the  city  ana  everything  else. 

Q.  It  was  very  kind  of  him  to  take  the  witnesses  all  around  the  city  and  do  his 
ntmobt  to  make  it  pleasant  for  you  ? — A.  Well  he  had  been  in  the  city  before  and 
ho  knew  more  about  the  place  than  we  did,  it  was  very  kind  of  him. 

Q.  It  was  very  kind  of  him,  he  was  kind  of  in  charge  of  the  witnesses  wasn't  he  ? 
^A.  No,  not  in  charge,  he  was  like  a  leader,  a  person  needs  somebody  going  into  a 
strange  place. 

Q.  You  all  chipped  in? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  some  of  the  boys  had  a  drink,  eh? — A.  I  didn't  see  any  of  it. 

Q.  No,  nor  you  wouldn't  be  a  party  to  it,  anything  like  that? — ^A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Brittan: 

Q.  Did  you  yourself  say  anything  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  hear  my  question  you  know.  What  I  was  going  to  ask  you  is 
did  you  yourself  say  anything  to-any  of  the  witnesses  about  this  oath  business  ? — ^A. 
No. 

Q.  There  was  no  talk  at  all  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  would  know  if  you  had  ? — A.  No ;  I  told . 

Q.  Who  did  you  tell  ?— A.  I  didn't  tell  it  to  anybody,  if  I  had  said  it  to  anybody 
I  woald  say  so.        - 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  anybody  about  it  in  the  hall? — A.  No. 

Q.  Could  you  help  talking? — A.  It  is  a  fault  of  my  nature,  I  can't  help  talking. 

Q.  You  think  you  didn't  talk  to  the  witness  in  the  hall,  and  did  not  tell  them 
about  this  declaration  being  just  the  same  as  an  oath  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not,  I  am 
too  Scotch  to  do  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  You  are  loo  canny? — A.  I  am  too  canny.  Is  there  anything  farther  gentle- 
men? 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Just  one  moment,  you  understood  that  this  document  was  the  same  as  an 
oath?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  respect  to  the  size  of  the  ballot  that  is  only  an  impression,  it  seemed 
to  me? — ^A.  That  is  my  impression. 

Q.  Sir  Louis  Davies  spoke  to  you  about  not  recollecting  how  you  marked  the 
ballot.  Do  you  remember? — A.  Certainly  I  do,  I  put  my  spectacles  on  and  made  a 
distinct  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Opposite  Bobert  McLean's. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Wasn't  Mr.  Holmes  very  attentive  to  you  when  you  came  here? — ^A.  He 
offered  to  be  very  attentive,  but  my  son-in-law  was  taken  a  little  sick  after  coming 
here  nnd  I  wasn't  going  to  leave  him  and  go  with  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Holmes  wanted  to  take  you  about  the  city,  did  he  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  wanted  to  take  you  to  Victoria  Park? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  would  pay  all  the  shot? — A.  Yes,  he  did;  but  he  didn't  do  it  for  m^. 

By  Sir  Jjouis  Davies  : 

Q.  Did  he  offer  to  pay  your  fai-e  ? — A.  Well,  he  said 

Q.  fiat  did  he  or  did  ne  not? — ^A.  We  were  all  standing,  and  be  oame  up  and 
dkrtd  his  services  to  take  us  all  around. 
2—16} 
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Q.  Why  didn't  you  make  up  a  memorial  sab8cription  for  him  7 — ^A.  He  didn't  do 
as  much  for  ub  as  Mr.  Beck  did. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  If  Mr.  Holmes  had  done  as  much  for  yoa  as  Mr.  Beck  had  done  yon  would 
have  got  up  a  BubBcriplion  for  him,  would  you? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Would  you  have  given  him  any  more  than  fifty  cents? — A.  No,  we  wouldn't,. 


John  Gantwbll,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 
This  witness  is  No.  2*7. 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne,  Mr.  Cantwell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  in  February  last  for  the  west  riding  of 
Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted? — ^A.  Mr. 
Oummings. 

Q.  Mr.  Donald  Gammings? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  you  received  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yep,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  make  any  mark  on  it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  marked. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  A  cross,  sir. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  make  the  cross  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Any  place  on  the  ballot,  for  making  a  cross  for  putting  a  cross? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it  ? — A.  A  circle,  sir. 

Q,  What  colour  was  the  circle  ? — A.  White. 

Q.  A  white  circle  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  On  that  white  disc. 

Q.  On  that  white  circle  ? — A.  On  that  white  disc. 

Q.  Well,  after  you  had  marked  your  ballot,  you  folded  it,  I  suppose  ? — ^A.  Sir. 

Q,  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot,  did  you  fold  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  returned  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  return  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received  from 
him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  banded  it  to  him  and 
turned  away. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  ? — ^A.  I  went  and  sat  down  for  a  few  minutes  and  then 
went  out. 

Q,  You  went  out.  Did  you  observe  him  tear  anything  off  your  ballot  after  you 
gave  it  to  him  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  observe  that  ? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't  observe  it. 

By  Mr.  Bumll : 

Q.  You  feigned  a  paper  about  it  afterwards  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  sign  the  paper? — ^A.  Well  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr. 
Johnston  came  round. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Johnston  came  round  with  the  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  did  thev  say  ? — A.  They  came  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  who 
voted  for  McLean.    That  is  what  I  understand. 

Q.  That  is  correct,  and  who  opened  the  conversation  ? — ^A.  Sir? 

Q.  Who  opened  the  conversation  ? — A.  Mr.  Johnston. 

Q.  What  did  he  say? — A.  He  asked  roe  if  I  had  any  objection  to  signing  this 
paper  and  I  said  ^<  no." 
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Q.  Did  he  tell  70a  what  the  paper  was  before  he  asked  that  ? — A.  He  read  it 
ever. 

Q.  He  read  it  over  to  you  first? — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  Was  McLean  with  him  when  he  read  it  over  to  you  ?— -A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was 
present. 

Q.  You  know  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  You  know  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  Mr.  McLean  before  the  election  and  did  he  ask  you  how  you 
were  ^oing  to  vote  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  ot  his  friends  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  about  your  vote  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  after  the  election  the  first  thing  that  happened  about  it  was  this  paper 
brought  you  by  Johnston  and,— —A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  read  it  to  vou  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  asked  if  you  had  any  objection  to  signing  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  said  it  was  a  statement  that  you  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  objection? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  sign  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  have  any  dealings  with  McLean  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoo  don't  deal  with  him  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not, 

Q,  You  don't  buy  or  hell  ? — ^A.  No,  nir. 

Q.  You  hadn't  had  any  deals  with  him? — A.  I  had  some  three  or  four  yeara 
ago. 

Q.  But  not  these  three  or  four  years  past? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Since  you  have  been  in  Ottawa  you  have  been  staying  at  the  Brunswick 
Hotel?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  of  the  witnesses  talking  about  this  document  that  they 
signed  ? — A.  No,  not  particularly  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  about  it  yourself? — A.  Not  as  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  about  it  when  you  were  up  there  in  Colborne? — A. 
In  Colborne? 

Q.  Never  had  any  talk  about  it  there  after  you  came  to  Ottawa? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  When  your  were  in  Colborne  you  didn't  have  any  talk  with  anybody  about 
it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q  Some  witnesses  told  us  a  great  deal  about  this  paper,  about  this  declaration, 
whether  it  was  an  oath  or  something  else  than  an  oath.  Did  you  hear  any  talk  like 
that? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Since  you  came  down  you  must  have  heard  something  about  it  I  suppose? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  The  witnesses  at  the  hotel,  havn'tthey  been  talking  about  that  document? — 
A.  Not  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  havn't  heard  any  of  them  talking  about  its  effect? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  what  effect  have  you  hoard  them  talking  about  it? — A.  I  havn't  heard 
them  talking. 

Q.  Yon  say  not  to  that  effect.  Does  that  mean  you  heard  them  talking  to  Bome 
other  effect,  vo  you  mean  that  or  not? — A.  I  mean  I  didn't  hear  them  talking 
about  it. 

Q.  About  the  thing  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  About  the  documents  signed  by  the  witnesses? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  To  say  they  had  voted  for  McLean.  Do  vou  mean  that  you  never  heard  any 
of  these  people  down  at  the  hotel  talking  about  this?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  never  heard  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  Beck. 

Q.  And  you  never  heard  anybody  talk  about  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  heard  talk  that  the  witnesses  would  get  on  well  if  they  onlyanswered 
qaestions  and  didn't  make  speeches? — A.  No,  I  did  not,  not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  You  did  hear  that,  didn't  you  ? — A.  Not  as  I  remember. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  so  sure  of  that  as  you  are  about  the  rest  of  what  you  have 
been  saying  ? — A.  I  wasn't  much  in  Beck's  company. 
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Q.  Bat  yon  are  not  so  sure  yon  didn't  hear  him  say  that  they  had  better  make 
short  answers  ? — ^A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Bat  yoa  are  not  sare  about  it  at  all  or  what  he  did  say  aboat  the  best  way  to 
answer  the  questions  and  not  get  pnzzled  ? — A.  That  I  cannot 

Q.  Why  can't  you  ? — A,  Because  I  do  not  remember  anything  he  did  say.  I 
won't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Yoa  were  going  to  tell  me  he  didn't  say  anything  in  yoar  hearing  to  any  of 
the  witnesses.    Were  some  of  the  witnesses  frightened  to  come  in  here  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  were  you  not  one  of  them  that  were  a  little  afraid  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  bad  any  scare  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir.    I  am  not  scared  to  come  in. 

Q.  You  are  not  scared  now,  but  weren't  yoa  when  yon  came  in? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  didn't  tremble  a  little  bit  when  you  began  to  answer  questions  to  Mr. 
Borden  ?— A.  Tremble,  I  don't  think  eo. 

Q.  Try  and  think  now  if  yoa  cannot  tell  me  who  you  think  were  frightened  to 
come  in  ?  First  of  all  though,  it  was  to  those  that  were  frightened  to  come  in, 
frightened  about  what  they  would  say,  that  Beck  said  to  answer  qaestions  ? — A.  I 
do  not  know  of  any  person  that  was  frightened. 

Q.  You  told  me  some  were  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  of  any  that  was  frightened 
except  Mr.  Carey. 

Q.  You  said  there  were,  sir,  didn't  you  ?  I  ask  you  if  some  of  the  witnesses 
were  not  afraid  to  come  in  hero  to  give  evidence  and  you  said  yes,  they  were,  was 
that  correct? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  correct  ? — A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  That  was  not  correct  if  it  was  only  Mr.  Carey  you  were  talking  about.  You 
surely  were  speaking  of  more  than  one  pei*son  when  you  said  "  they  were  frightened 
to  come  in  "  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Which  ones  were  you  referring  to? — A.  I  cunnot  name  them  at  all. 

Q.  There  were  several? — A.  I  cannot  name  them  over. 

Q.  There  were  several  of  them  afraid  to  come  in  here? — A.  People  is  in  the 
habit  of  joking  so  among  themselves  over  things.  If  you  told  me  several  of  them 
were  frightened  to  come  in  here.    Did  you  say  that  two  minutes  ago  ? 

Q.  Yes,  sir.     Do  you  mean  they  were  joking? — A.  They  might  be  joking. 

Q.  Do  you  really  mean  to  tell  me  they  were  joking  when  they  said  they  were 
frightened  to  come  in  here  ?  Do  you  mean  that  now  ?  Let  us  be  rational  ? — A.  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  that  whether  they  were  joking  or  not  or  in  earnest.      ' ; 

Q.  If  you  thought  they  were  afraid  to  come  in  here  and  were  consulting  Beck 
about  the  way  to  answer  questions  do  you  think  they  were  joking  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  what  you  thought  about  them  ? — A.  I  answer  1  do  not 
know.  sir. 

Mr.  BoBDEN — I  take  formal  objections  to  asking  what  he  thinks  about  such 
subjects  as  that. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  How  many  would  you  think,  how  many  have  you  got  the  impression  were 
afraid  to  come  in  here? — A.  I  did  not  get  the  impression  of  what  quantity. 
"     ■    -'^L  :fe^lr=^":^the  impression  tliere  were  several  afraid  to  come  in  here  and  whom 
~  aifswcr  briefly  ? — A.  I  did  not  say  Beck  was  advising  any  to  answer 

was  advising  some  persons  to  answer  the  questions  asked  them  was 

earing?    Was  he  not  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

'tyou  tell  us  a  while  ago  that  he  was  advising  some  of  the  witnesAos 

to  come  in  here  they  would  be  all  right  if  they  just  apswored  the 

them  ?    Is  not  that  correct  ? — (No  answer.) 

at  what  you  told  me  a  little  while  ago  ? — No  answer. 

"t  you  answer  that  question  ? — (No  answer.) 
tion  have  you  to  answering  that  question  ? — (No  answer.) 
Mr.  Beck  advising  some  witnesses  how  to  conduct  themselves  in 

— A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  sir. 
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Q.  Does  that  mean  you  don't  remember  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Yon  remembered  that  ten  minutes  ago,  how  is  it  joa  don't  remember  it 
now? 

Mr.  BoRDBN. — I  object  to  his  asking  that  question.  The  witness  did  not  make 
that  statement. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  We  will  get  back  again.  It  seems  I  got  a  little  ahead  of  you.  You  do  know 
that  several  witnesses  were  afraid  to  come  in  here  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Don't  you  know  you  f^aid  that  ? — A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  You  didn't  agree  with  me  that  several  witnesses  were  afraid  to  come  in 
here.  Some  of  the  witnesses  you  said  at  all  events  were  afraid  to  come  in  here  to 
give  evidence  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Beck  was  telling  them  was  he  not  that  they  would  bo  all  right  if 
they  would  just  answer  the  questions  put  to  them  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  tell  me  a  moment  ago  that  that  was  bO? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Well  now,  Mr.  Cantwell,  you  yourself  would  just  as  soon  not  be  here  as  be 
here?  Is  not  that  correct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  I  did  not  want  to  come  here  in  the  first 
place  if  I  could  have  got  out  of  it. 

Q.  Of  course  you  get  good  fees  for  coming  here  I  suppose?  You  got  enough 
to  be  able  to  subscribe  to  the  fund  for  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  I  would  be  bettor  at  home 
than  here. 

Q.  You  did  subscribe  to  the  fund  for  Mr.  Beck  of  course.  That  is  so,  is  it  not  ? 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  left  the  impression  on  the  minds  of  some  pei^sons  in  Colborne  that 
yon  voted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  never  spoke  of  having  voted  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  for  Mr.  Holmes  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  not  canvassed  by  either  side  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  had  any  dealings  with  Mr.  McLean,  you  say,  for  four 
years  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  I  don't  remember  now  whether  1  a^^ked  you  about  this  paper  you  signed, 
whether  you  had  any  doubt  about  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  Any 
doubt? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  pay  no  more  attention. 

Ql  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  anybody  about  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? 
— ^A.  Well,  1  looked  at  it  in  this  way  that  it  was  kind  of  binding. 

Q.  And  that  you  would  not  like  to  go  back  on  it,  was  that  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  what  I  was  asking  you  was  diflferent  from  that;  I  asked,  did  you  hear 
anybody  say  that  ? — A.  Not  as  I  remember. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure  you  didn't  have  some  talk  with  somebody  whether  this 
wa8  an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  I  wish  you  to  try  to  remember;  you  heard  some  other  people  talking 
whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  I  heard  some  people  talking  about  it. 

Q.  About  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not,  you  mean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  some  talk  like  that  yourself? — A.  Not  as  an  oath. 

Q.  Not  as  an  oath,  just  explain  what  you  mean  by  that  answer,  for  I  don't  under- 
stand it;  I  am  asking  you  now  whether  you  didn't  have  some  of  the  same  kind  of 
talk  ? — A.  I  signed  the  paper  and  thought  there  would  be  no  more  about  it. 

Q.  You  signed  the  paper  and  thought  there  would  be  nothing  more  about  it? — 
A.  Would  not  amount  to  anything  more. 

Q.  And  if  you  thought  there  was  going  to  be  anything  more  you  would  have 
tlought  twice  about  it? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  I  would. 

Q.  You  signed  it  under  the  impression  there  would  be  no  more? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  soon  as  you  heard  there  would  be  more  you  heard  people  arscuing 
about  whether  it  was  like  an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  I  didn't  hear  people  arguing  the 
point. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


^ 


248  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Q.  Yon  didn't? — ^A.  Becaude  I  am  a  man  when  at  home  I  am  not  often  oat  in 
gather!  Dgs. 

Q.  1  understood  you  to  say  you  had  heard  people  talking  about  it  being  like  an 
oath,  you  did  hear  some  people  talking  about  this,  after  these  things  were  signed 
you  heard  some  people  talking  about  whether  they  were  oaths  or  not,  that  is  correct; 
tell  me  quickly? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  anybody  talking  about  that  document  and  discussing 
whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not,  you  didn't  hear  anybody  talking  like  that  ? — ^A.  I 
signed  the  paper  and  didn't  pay  any  more  attention. 

Q.  1  know,  and  don't  expect  anything  more  to  come  of  it,  but  I  asked  you  some 
time  ago  if  you  didn't  hear  some  people  talking  about  that  being  like  an  oath? — A. 
I  might  have  but  I  don't  remember. 

Q  Did  you  not  remember  ten  minutes  ago.  Didn't  you  tell  me  ten  minutes 
ago  you  had  heard  people  talking  about  whether  it  was  like  an  oath  or  not ;  try  to 
think? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  now.  very  well,  the  record  will  speak  for  itself.  Now  I 
ask  you  again  did  you  not  yourself  have  some  talk  after  you  left  Oolborne  as  to  this 
document  you  had  signed,  whether  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
remember  of. 

Q.  Not  that  you  remember  of? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.*  Didn't  you  have  some  talk  down  in  the  Brunswick  Hotel  about  the  document 
that  you  signed  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  And  didn't  you  have  some  talk  about  the  document  you  signed  ? — A.  Not 
that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Will  you  say  you  didn't  have? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  You  will  not  undertake  to  say  you  didn't  have  that  conversation? — A,  I 
don't  remember  of  holding  any  such  conversation  with  any  person. 

Q.  Well,  vou  won't  say  you  didn't  have  that  conversation? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't 
remember  of  holding  any  such  conversation. 

Q.  Now,  wasn't  it  a  fact  aftftr  you  had  signed  that  paper ? — A.  I  signed 

that  paper. 

Q.  that  made  you  a  liite  bit  afraid  to  come  in  and  swear  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Wasn't  it  a  fact  that  you  thought  that  paper  was  as  good  as  an  oath? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Were  you  not  given  to  understand  lately  that  that  paper  was  just  as  good 
as  an  oath  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Bussell  that  you  have  not  any  recollection  of  holding  any  such 
conversation  as  he  mentions  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  were  asked,  I  suppose — I  don't  know — how  you 
voted  before  you  signed  this  declaration,  by  Mr.  Johnston  or  Mr.  McLean? — (No 
answer.) 

Q.  Before  you  signed  Ihe  declaration  did  they  ask  you  how  you  voted  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  not  before  I  signed  the  declaration. 

Q.  They  didn't? — A.  Mr.  Johnston  and  Mr.  McLean  came  round  and  I  asked 
them  what  was  up,  and  the  two  gentlemen  told  me  they  were  going  around  to  find 
who  had  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  And  then  you  told  him? — A.  Yet». 

Q.  And  then  this  declaration  was  produced? — A.  Yes,  the  declaration  waa 
introduced  then. 

Q.  And  jou  signed  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  politics  are  well  known?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  bpoken  about  some  of  the  witnesses  being  frightened  coming  in, 
being  nervous? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Frightened  at  what,  about  being  cross-examined  ? — A.  Yes,  I  guess  so. 
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Q.  About  beiog  kept  here  three-quarters  of  an  hoar  and  asked  a  lot  of  ques- 
tions?—A.  That  is  it,  I  think. 

Q.  They  knew  there  were  a  thousand  lawyers  in  here  ready  to  devour  them  ? 
—A.  I  guess  that  was  it. 

Q.  This  man  Carey,  is  he  strong  physically  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  18  not  ? — ^A.    He  is  a  weak,  nervous  man. 

Q.  is  he  a  nervous  man  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  is  weak 
and  nervous. 

Q.  Not  a  man  of  strong,  robust  frame? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  said  that  you  signed  this  declaration  thinking  there  would  be  no  more 
about  it  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  was  the  declaration  you  signed  true  or  false,  was  it  a  true  declaration 
jon  signed  that  you  voted  for  Robert  McLean? — A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  true? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  have  you  any  doubt  in  your  mind  that  you  voted  for  Bobert  McLean  at 
that  election  ? — ^A.  I  have  not. 

By  Sir  Louis  Dames: 

Q.  Practically  this  man  Carey  is  an  imbecile,  is  he  not  ? — A.  As  to  that  I  can't 
tell. 

Q.  What  is  your  opinion  ? — (No  answer.) 

Witness  discharged. 

The  Committee  adjourned  until  Friday,  28th  instant,  at  11  a.m. 
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gommittbe  eoom, 

House  of  Commons, 

Friday,  28th  July,  1899, 

The  Committee  met,  Mr.  Fortin,  the  chairman,  presiding. 

Inqairy  re  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron^ 
resumed. 

Thomas  CoLBiaT,  No.  18  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Culbert,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  tbe  west  riding  of  Huron  in  the 
month  of  February  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  tbe  poll  at  which  you  voted?— A. 
Mr.  Cummin^s. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  a  mark  on  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark?— A.  Made  an  "  X  "  for  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  the  "X  "  ? — A.  Opposite  Robert  McLean's, 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  there  for  the  purpose? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place? — A.  A  round  while  place. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where  ? — A.  In  that  round  white  spot, 

Q.  After  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  took  it  down  and 
gave  it  to  Donald  Cummings,  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received 
from  him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  handed  it  to  him  and  as  I  was 
goine  out  I  noticed  he  had  it  partly  unfolded  and  he  folded  it  again  and  he  put  it  in 
the  box;   I  didn't  remain  in  the  poll. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  him  tearing  anything  off  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  observed  he  had  it  partly  unfold^  and  folded  it  up  again  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  out  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  ; 

Q.  Did  you  know  the  counterfoil,  the  counterfoil  which  had  to  be  taken  off,  did 
you  know? — A.  No,  1  didn't. 

Q.  And  you  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  up  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  times  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is,  if  he  wanted  to  tear  the  counterfoil  off  it  he  would 
have  to  unfold  it? — A.  Yes,  I  suppose;  1  didn't  understand  the  unfolding  part. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  had  written  his  name  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  he  didn't,  or  you  don't  remember  ? — A.  I  don't  re- 
member. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  look  particularly  one  way  or  the  other  ? — ^A.  No,  I  only 
looked  to  see  where  to  mark  it  ? 

Q.  Have  you  been  accustomed  to  voting  at  elections  ? — ^A.  Not  much. 

Q.  And  you  have  not  seen  many  ballots  ? — A.  No,  not  much. 

Q.  How  many  elections  have  you  voted  at  ? — A.  Three. 

Q.  Counting  Ontario  and  this  ? — A.  Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  251 

Q.  ToQ  weDt  behind  and  you  got  a  ballot,  yoa  don't  remember  whether  he  put 
his  initials  on  it,  and  yoa  took  it  behind  the  screen  and  marked  where  yoa  thoaght 
was  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ton  mat  ked  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  took  it  back,  folding  it  ap,  and  went  out? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  any  mark  of  initials? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  remember  the  form  in  which  the  names  came  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  it  since  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  talked  to  anybody  about  voting? — A.  Not  that  I  know,  but  some 
of  them  coming  along  asked  if  I  voted  but  didn't  ask  how. 

Q.  But  was  anybody  asking  you  how  you  would  vote  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  And  after  the  election  no  one  asked  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  one  knew  but  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  kept  it  a  profound  secret  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Up  there  no  one  seems  to  have  canvassed  any  one  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  No  one  canvassed  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  no  one  could  have  known  ? — A.  No,  of  course  if  they  asked  I  wasn't 
ashamed  to  tell  them  ? 

Q.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  they  didn't  ask  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  handed  Cummings  your  ballot  he  partly  unfolded  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  he  time  to  take  a  piece  off? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  passed  fast. 

Q.  But  you  saw  him  put  that  in  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  watched  it  go  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  the  scrutineers  were  there? — A.  James  McManus  was,  I  didn't  stay  to  see. 

Q.  All  these  were  looking  on  at  your  voting  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Afterwards  some  one  came  to  get  a  statement? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  after? — A.  About  the  middle  of  April. 

Q.  That  was  whom  ? — ^A.  McLean  and  Johnston. 

Q.  To  where,  to  your  house  ? — A.  To  Sheppardton  store. 

Q.  Are  you  a  shop  keeper  ? — A.  No,  a  farmer. 

Q.  They  came  to  Sheppardton  store,  that  is  a  village  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  they  do? — A.  Mr.  McLean  asked  if  I  had  any  objection  to 
sign  a  declaration  and  1  said  "  no." 

Q.  They  had  it  ready  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  whatever  they  read  you  signed? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  a  Bible  produced  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  said  about  oaths  or  affidavits? — A.  No;  they  just  read  it  over  to 
me  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  sum  and  substance  of  what  took  place,  nothing  said'  about 
oaths  or  a  Bible  or  anything  else? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  sign  a  declaration  before? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  suppose  this  was  then  you  were  signing  at  the  time? — A.  I 
supposed  it  was  a  binding  statement  that  I  voted  for  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  binding  statement? — A.  I  signed  my  name  there. 

Q.  Anything  you  sign  your  name  to  would  be  binding,  you  consider? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  what  you  mean  by  binding,  binding  upon  you  in  every  manner? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  you  signed  the  statement  and  therefore  considered  it  binding? — ^A. 
Exactly. 

Q.  I  suppose  other  people  may  have  made  declarations  under  the  same  idea  ? — 
A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  is  possible  other  people  could  make  a  mistake? — A.  No.  I 
don't  think  there  is  anyway  of  making  a  mibtake. 

Q.  Do  you  think  that  under  the  circumstances,  when  a  man  is  called  upon  to 
vote,  receiving  a  ballot  paper  and  going  behind  the  screen,  that  it  is  possible  for 
him  to  make  a  mistake  ? 

Digitized  by  V^jOO^  L^ 


252  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Mr.  Borden,  (Halifax)  sabmitted  that  the  opinion  of  the  witness  as  to  whether 
other  people  could  make  a  mistake  could  not  by  any  theory  apply  to  Ihis  case. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits  : 

Q.  I  ask  whether  other  people  could  m*ike  a  mistake  ;  one  thing  Thomas  Col- 
bert would  not  ? — A.  No,  I  didn*t. 

Q.  And  could  not? — A.  I  read  it  over  carefully  before  I  marked  my  ballot. 

Q.  Precisely;  you  could  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  quite  sure  about  the  shape  and  size  and  everything  of  the  ballot? 
— A.  Well,  I  didn't  pay  much  attention,  I  was  in  a  kind  of  hurry. 

Q.  You  were  anxious  to  get  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  didn't  take  any  time  over  it  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  notwithstanding  all  that  you  have  a  pretty  solid  conviction  that  there 
could  be  no  possibility  of  mistake  occurring  on  your  part  ? — A.  No,  I  could  not 

Q.  Were  you  a  committee  man,  mixed  up  in  the  committee? — A.  That  is  what 
committee  ? 

Q.  Committees  for  promoting  the  election,  to  run  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  are  you  a  subscriber  to  the  Beck  memorial  fund,  the  fund  got  up  for 
Mr,  Beck  that  we  have  heard  so  much  here  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Since  you  came  to  Ottawa  did  you  live  at  the  Brunswick  Hotel  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  to  the  fund  for  Mr.  Beck? — A.  Yes 

Q.  Have  you  heard  any  conversation  among  the  witnessen ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  you  see  you  answer  before  I  put  the  question.  How  could  you  answer, 
you  didn't  know  what  I  was  going  to  ask  you  ? — A.  Gro  on  then. 

Q.  Why  did  you  answer? — A.  Well,  1  thought  you  had  it  asked. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  1  was  going  to  ask  you  before—  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  I  going  to  ask  you  about  ? — (No  annwer.) 

Q.  Come  now,  sir,  tell  me. — A.  You  asked  me  if  I  answered  the  same  way,  I 
forget  now  how  you  fetched  it  in. 

Q.  What  did  you  ihink  I  was  going  to  ask  you  about  when  you  answered  before 
I  put  the  question? — A.  I  just  forget  the  words  you  fetched  in. 

Q,  You  say  you  knew  what  I  was  going  to  ask  you  about  before  I  put  the 
question,  how  did  you  know  what  I  was  going  to  a^k  you  before  I  put  the  question  ? 
— A.  I  suppose  you  meant  conversations  with  witnesses  about  this  here  business 
here. 

Q.  How  could  you  know  what  I  was  going  to  ask  you  about  this  business  here, 
how  could  you  suppose  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Can  you  answer  me  that? — ^A.  Well,  I  suppose  I  would  be  asking  some  of 
these  or  talking  to  them  about  it. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  reason  that  you  knew  beforehand  what  I  was  going  to  eak 
you  ?-»-A.  Yes,  sir,  I  thought  you  had  it  all  out. 

Q.  Did  anybody  tell  you  you  were  going  to  be  asked  about  this? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  8till,although  you  were  not  told  by  any  one  you  were  going  to  be  asked 
about  it,  you  knew  before  I  had  anked  the  question  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  why  do  you  answer  before  i  put  the  question  ? — ^A.  I  thought  you 
were  going  to  ask  whether  I  had  any  conversation  about  this. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anybody  intimate  to  you  you  would  be  asked  about  that  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  anybody  speak  to  you  about  this  question  being  probably  asked  you  ? 
— A.  No. 

Q.  Nobody  did  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  thought  it  might  arise,  did  you? — A.  No,  I  didn't  expect;  I  wasn't 
talking  to  anybody  about  it;  I  came  up  to  swear  the  truth. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you — who  suggested  you  were  not  telling  the  truth — answer 
the  question;  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  any  of  the  witnesses  since  you 
came  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  No,  not  on  this  affair. 

Q,  Then  you  didn't  speak  to  anv  of  the  witnesses  since  you  came  to  Ottawa?— 
A.  Oh,  I  spoke  about  other  things,  but  not  this. 
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Q.  There  was  no  conversation  about  voting? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  oonversation  aboat  having  signed  the  certifioate? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  There  was  no  conversation  about  having  signed  the  certificate ;  I  won't  take 
a  shake  of  the  head,  I  want  an  answer  so  that  the  reporter  can  take  it  down? — 
A.  Yon  mean  I  had  no  conversation  about  it  aifler  we  came  down  here. 

Q.  You  understand  perfectly  what  I  mean,  you  told  me  you  had  just  now.  Do 
yon  state  now  that  yon  have  had  no  convert>ation  with  any  witness  since  yon  came 
down  here  with  respect  to  having  signed  that  certificate  for  Mr.  McLean? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  about  their  having  signed  certificates? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  about  any  certificates  havin^been  signed  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  state  that  positively  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  about  a  declaration? — A.  I  had  no  conversation  about  these  things  at  all. 

Q.  Or  about  the  evidence  given  in  this  investigation? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  about  what  any  of  the  witnesses  have  said  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  about  what  any  of  them  should  say? — A.  No. 

Q.  Any  conversation  about  this  investigation  that  you  have  heard  or  have  had  ? 
— A*  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  relating  to  this  investigation  or  what  was  signed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  what  have  you  been  talking  about? — A.  Talking  about  places  and 
looking  around. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  not  only  you  had  no  conversation  with  the 
others  but  that  you  absolutely  did  not  hear  any  of  these  subjects  discussed  ? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  voted  twice  before? — A.  I  voted  three 
times,  including  the  last  election,  this  was  the  third. 

Q.  When  did  you  vote  the  first  time  ?— A.  For  Mr.  Beck,  I  voted  twice  for  Mr. 
Beck. 

Q.  When? — A,  I  think  the  last  one  was  this  winter. 

Q.  This  winter,  that  is  once  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  elections  we  are  talking  about  was  on  the  2l8t  of  February,  last  year, 
was  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  last  year  ? — A.  No,  it  would  be  this  year. 

Q.  That  one  of  Beck's  would  also  be  this  year? — A.  I  wouldn't  be  sure. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 
Q.  He  said  it  was  last  winter  ?^A.  I  guess  it  would  be. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  When  was  the  other  one? — A.  It  was  the  winter  before  last. 

Q.  Well,  what  election  was  the  winter  before  last?  It  was  the  local  election 
you  mean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  Beck  and  Garrow  were  running? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  time  you  refer  to? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  voted  at  a  Dominion  election  except  this  once? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  This  has  been  your  first  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  ballots  wore  the  same  ? — A.  They  are  a  little  different,  I 
think. 

Q.  In  what  respect  ? — A.  One  of  them  had  a  round,  white  spot  and  the  other,  I 
don't  think,  had  any  round  spot  at  all. 

Q.  No  round  spot  at  all  r — A.  I  don't  remember  exactly. 

Q.  What  was  this  one  like  that  you  voted  on  ? — A.  It  was  a  round  while  spot 
where  you  put  your  mark. 

Q.  What  was  the  other  like  ? — A.  The  one  I  voted  before  ? 

Q.  No,  the  other  one  when  you  didn't  vote  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  the 
same. 
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Q.  And  what  was  the  colour  of  the  ballot  ? — A«  I  can't  just  state  the  colour.  I 
didn't  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  Holmes  was  the  same  colour  as  McLean  or  not? 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  in  voting  for  Beck  were  the  names  in  the  same  colour  ? — A.  The  names  ? 

Q.  Yes,  the  printed  names  ? — A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  I  understand  you  are  not  sure  whether  Holmes  and  McLean's  name  were 
printed  in  the  same  colour  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  Beck  and  Garrow,  were  they  in  the  same  colour  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  How  many  different  rooms  have  you  been  in  in  the  Brunswick  hotel ;  yon  are 
stopping  there,  aren't  you  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  have  your  own  room  there,  haven't  you  ? — A.  It  is  the  sitting  room. 

Q.  I  mean  your  sleeping  room  ? — A.  It  is  the  sitting  room.  There  are  little  cots 
in  it. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  the  sitting  room  with  these  little  cots ;  how  many  are 
sleeping  in  that  room? — A.  There  were  seven  or  eight  right  straight  along  unlil 
last  night,  and  there  are  only  two  now. 

Q.  What  floor  is  the  sitting  room  on — down  stairs? — A.  Up  stairs. 

Q.  On  the  second  floor  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  been  in  that  room  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  other  rooms  have  you  been  in  ? — ^A.  No  other  rooms  to  sleep  in. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  your  dinner? — A.  In  the  dining  room. 

Q.  Is  there  another  room  you  have  been  in  ? — A.  The  bar  room. 

Q.  Well,  I  don't  want  to  ask  you  about  that  Is  there  any  other  room  you 
have  been  in  ? — A.  We  went  into  another  kind  of  room. 

Q.  What  room  was  that  ? — A,  I  don't  know  what  you  call  it.  I  went  in  to 
wash  my  feet. 

Q.  The  bath  room,  I  suppose,  you  mean  ? — The  bath  room  I  think  you  call  it. 

Q.  There  is  no  room  you  have  been  in  except  the  sitting  room  where  yon  slept 
and  the  dining  room,  the  bath  room,  and  the  bar  room? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  part  of  the  hotel  you  know  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  were  in  the  sitting  room  when  seven  or  eight  of  you  were  there 
sleeping? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  there  in  that  lOom  with  you? — A.  Nixon  Doherty,  Mr.  Gliddon, 
Henry  Zoellner,  Sam  Morris,  Lige  Maw,  and  Jack  Ryan  has  been  in  there  too. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  Gliddon  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Gliddon  talk  about  the  paper  he  signed? — A.  No,  sir. 
We  passed  jokes  amongst  ourselves,  but  not  about  these  things. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Zoellner  say  anything  about  that  paper? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  About  the  evidence  he  was  going  to  give  ? — A.  No,  sir,  he  said  he  was  kind 
of  anxious  to  get  away  on  account  of  the  way  you  fellows  had  been  keeping  him. 

Q.  He  didn't  say  anything  about  the  evidence  he  had  given  or  was  going  to 
give? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  Gliddon  did  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Morris?— A.  No. 

Q.  Doherty  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Ryan  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Beck  in  that  room  at  any  time? — A.  In  the  sitting  room? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  never  there  while  you  were  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  coming  out  of  the  room  when  yon  were  outside  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yon  hear  any  of  them  say  that  Mr.  Beck  had  been  in  there? — ^A.  No, 
sir,  they  did  not. 

Q.  Are  you  one  of  the  people  Mr.  Beck  told  it  would  be  well  to  answer  onlj 
the  questions  you  were  asked? — A.  No,  he  didn't  say  anything  of  that  kind. 
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Q.  I  am  askiDg  yon  whether  you  are  one  of  those  people  Mr.  Beck  said  that  it 
would  be  well  for  you  to  only  answer  the  question  you  were  asked  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  heard  him  say  that  to  some  of  the  witnesses  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not.  I  did 
not  have  any  conyei'sation,  I  came  up  here  to  toll  my  own  story  and  to  let  every- 
body else  do  the  same. 

Q.  ^nd  60  you  kept  your  ears  sealed  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  You  made  up  your  mind  not  to  hear  anything  about  it? — ^A.  Yes,  I  had  my 
own  story  to  tell  and  wanted  everybody  else  to  do  the  same. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  want  to  hear  what  he  said  at  all  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  were  told  it  would  be  just  as  well  for  you  to  hear  just  as  little 
as  possible  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Being  an  honest  man  and  wanting  to  tell  the  truth,  it  was  best  not  to  say  too. 
much.  It  was  suggested  to  you  that  the  less  you  heard  about  what  was  said  the 
better  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  suggested  that? — A.  I  don't  mind  who  it  was. 

Q.  Just  think  who  it  was  that  suggested  it  to  you,  that  the  less  you  heard  of 
the  matter  the  less  you  would  be  able  to  tell  ?  What  was  it  that  was  said  to  you  ? 
That  the  less  you  heard  about  the  matter  the  better? — A.  I  don't  know  who  it  was. 

Q.  No,  no,  but  what  was  it  that  was  said? — ^A.  Somebody  told  us  that  the  less 
we  knew  about  the  other  ones  the  better  for  ourselves. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  Because  we  wouldn't  get  mixed  up  and  we  would  have  to  tell  the 
tmth. 

Q.  They  knew  if  you  came  here  you  would  have  to  tell  just  exactly  what  was  in 
year  mind  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  therefore  if  they  knew  about  each  other  they  would  not  be  the  kind  of 
men  that  was  safest  to  have  here  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  for  that  reason  3^ou  guai*ded  yourself  against  hearing  what  was  going 
on  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  guarded  against  hearing  what  Mr.  Beck  said  to  the  witnesses  ? — 
A  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  kept  out  of  the  way  because  if  you  heard  it  and  being  an  honest 
fellow  they  would  be  sure  to  get  it  out  of  you  ? 

Mr.  Bergeron  objected  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  any  one,  Mr.  Beck  or  any  one  else,  influence  yon  or  attempt  to  influence 
yon  in  any  way  as  to  what  you  would  say  on  the  stand  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
Sir  Louis  bavies  objected  to  the  question. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Beck  talk  with  you  at  all  about  what  your  evidence  should  be  here? 
—A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  one  else  talk  to  you  as  to  what  your  evidence  should  be  here  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  first  arrived  here  do  you  remember  seeing  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir.    I  mind  seeing  him  but  I  don't  mind  whether  it  was  the  first  day  or  not. 

Q.  Was  it  down  at  the  hotel  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  talking  with  the  witnesses? — A.  Oh,  he  was  talking  among  them, 
like  any  one  else  would  be  to  be  sociable. 

Q.  He  was  very  pleasant? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Very  pleasant  in  his  manner,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  made  himself  very  agreeable  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  inviting  the  witnesses  to  go  out  to  Victoria  Park? — 
A  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  You  thought  that  was  very  kind  of  him  didn't  you? — A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  also  inviting  the  witnesses  to  go  over  to  Eddy's  paper 
mill  and  go  through  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  That  seemed  even  kinder  than  the  other  didn't  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  go  to  Victoria  Park  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  No,  yoa  went  out  yourselves  ? — A.  We  went  out  with  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  You  went  out  with  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  gave  some  money  towards  a  testimonial  towards  Mr.  Beck  ? — ^A* 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  give? — A.  Half  a  dollar. 

Q.  I  suppose  if  Mr.  Holmes  had  taken  yon  to  Yicioria  Park  and  Eddy's  mills 
you  would  have  been  quite  willing  to  give  something  towards  a  testimonial  for  him  f 
— A.  If  he  wanted  a  little  help  I  suppose  we  would  not  see  him  stuck. 

Q.  Did-  he  take  you  out  for  a  drive  or  not  with  the  witnesses  at  the  British  ?— 
—A.  Who? 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes. — A.  No,  sir.    Do  you  mean  for  a  drive  in  a  rig  ? 

Q.  Yes  or  in  the  cars  ? — A.  He  took  us  in  the  cars  right  around  the  town. 

Q.  Who  paid  the  fare  ? — A.  I  suppose  he  paid  it. 

Q.  Who  ?— A.  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  didn't  pay  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  thought  that  was  very  kind  ?    Did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 
Q.  And  after  the  ride  in  the  cars  you  did  n't  get  up  early  this  morning  ? — A.  No, 


sir. 


By  Mr.  Bussell : 


Q.  Did  Holmes  say  anything  to  you  about  your  evidence  or  to  any  of  the 
other  witnesses  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes  asked  you  to  go  to  Eddy's  establishnent  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Didn't  he  tell  you  he  was  a  man  of  influence  and  could  get  you  through  and 
nobody  else  could  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.    He  said  he  would  try  and  get  us  through. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  One  thing  I  want  to  ask  you  about,  an  answer  to  a  question  put  by  thai 
gentleman  over  there.  You  are  very  positive  of  all  but  one  thing.  You  cannot  tell 
the  colour  of  those  ballots  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No,  were  they  blue  ?  One  of  them  blue  ? — ^A.  They  were  blue,  round  where 
we  marked  our  mark. 

Q.  No  red  ones? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  what  colour,  you  said  one  was  McLean's  colour  and  one  waa 
Holmes'  colour  ? 

Mr.  BoiiDKN. — Ho  did  not  say  that. 

The  Witness. — No,  I  did  not  say  anything  of  the  kind. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Mr.  Borden  says  you  didn't  and  I  say  you  did.  You  said  you  could  not  tell 
whether  the  Holmes'  part  had  the  same  colour  as  McLean  or  not  ? — A.  I  didn't  just 
look  over  the  ballot  and  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  I  only  want  you  to  make  a  statement  and  say  whether  you  adhere  to  what 
you  said  or. withdraw  it? — A.  Which? 

Q.  The  statement  I  have  just  read  to  you. — A.  About  being  the  same  all  the 
way  through  ? 

Q.  Nothing  about  being  the  same  all  the  way  through  and  you  mean  that  you 
cannot  tell  whether  they  were  of  the  same  colour  or  not,  the  two  ballots.  Did 
vou  state  or  did  you  not  stato  that  you  cannot  remember  as  to  the  colour  of  the 
ballots,  whether  Holmes'  was  the  same  colour  as  McLean's  or  not?  Will  you 
answer  that  question  ? 
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Mr.  Borden  objected  to  tbe  qneAtion  on  the  ground  that  no  reference  was  made 
to  two  ballots  one  for  McLean  and  one  for  Holmes.  He  said  that  what  Mr.  firitton 
had  asked  abont  was  the  coloar  of  the  disc  opposite  the  two  names. 

The  witness  retired,  and  after  discussion  the  chairman  ruled  as  follows : 
It  seems  to  me  we  are  losing  time.    It  seems  to  me  1  heard  this  witness  state 
distinctly  on  two  occasions  that  he  thought  he  coQldn*t  tell  whether  thej  were  the 
same  colour  or  not. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  YaooHAN  (No.  69  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Vrooman,  you  reside  in  ♦he  township  of  Col  borne  ?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Ton  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  in  February  last? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Donald  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  the  ballot  paper  ? — A.  Certainly  I  went  back  and 
put  my  mark  on  it. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Eobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  place  on  the  ballot  for  the  purpose  of  putting  your  cross? 
—A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it? — A.  Well  it  was  a  disc. 

Q.  A  round  space  ? — A.  A  round  disc. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  colour  it  was  ? — A.  Well  it  was  of  a  dark  colour 
around  and  of  course  white  inside. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross? — A,  On  the  inside  of  the  disc. 

Q   In  the  whit©  space  ?— A.  Yes,  the  buirs-eye  you  might  call  it. 

Q.  You  bit  the  buirs  eye  when  you  put  it  there  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  tried  to 
do. 

Q.  After  folding  the  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  returned  it  back  to 
^he  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  it  to  him,  did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  paper  which  you 
had  received  from  him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  gave  it  to  him  in  bis  hand.  Of  course 
he  tore  the  stub  off  and  then  any  further  I  cannot  simply  say  what  he  did  with  my 
ballot.  He  put  the  ballot  into  the  box  of  course.  He  tore  the  disc  off  like  this  and 
of  eonrse  I  watched  that.  I  had  never  saw  anybody  put  the  stubs  in  his  pocket  and 
of  course  I  was  watching  that  from  curiosity  and  of  course  I  lost  sight  of  my  ballot 
there.     Of  course  he  put  the  ballot  into  the  box. 

Q.  Well  you  saw  him  tear  off  the  stub  or  counterfoil  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  put  it  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  That  you  nay  attracted  your  attention  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Because  you  never  saw  it  done  before  ? — A.  Because  I  never  saw  it  done 
before. 

Q.  And  after  Cummings  did  what? — A.  Well,  my  eyes  were  off,  I  wasn't 
watching  to  see  what  was  done  with  that. 

Q.  That  is  the  right  hand  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  in  the  polling  room  for  any  length  of  time  ? — A.  Well,  sir, 
I  think  I  wasn't,  at  the  outride,  ten  minutes. 
2—17 
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Q.  Where  were  you,  sitting  at  the  stove  or  standing? — A.  While  I  stayed 
there? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  Well,  of  coarse,  1  was  standing,  I  never  sat  down  because  I  had  a 
man  with  me. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  When  he  put  the  stub  in  his  pocket  he  was  nearer  to  you  than  I  am  now? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  fancy  1  can  see  that  paper  you  have  in  your  hands  if  you  put  your 
hands  to  your  side  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  difficulty  aboui  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't ?  A.  Of  course  I  watched  that  hand  and 

Q.  There  was  no  turning  of  tho  head ;  I  see  you  without  turning  my  head  in 
the  slightest  ? — A.  You  mightn't,  my  eyes  turned  around  towards  him. 

Q.  Now  see  here,  if  I  was  tearing  that  off— thei^  now,  1  don't  think  you  would 
have  had  to  turn.  Now  there  is  your  ballot,  you  are  standing  within  two  or 
three  feet,  he  tears  that  off,  where  is  the  difficulty,  where  were  your  eyes? — A. 
That  is  the  way  I  stood  and  turned  my  head. 

Q.  You  didn't  turn  your  head  to  watch  me? — ^A.  No,  you  are  right  straight  io 
front  of  me. 

Q.  Were  you  not  right  stmight  in  front  of  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  tell  me  exactly? — A.  He  was  there  and  I  was  here,  and  1  walked 
along 

Q.  Well,  place  yourself? — A.  Well  the  hall-way  coming  from  there 

Q.  Never  mind  the  hallway,  tell  me  where  you  were  with  refei*ence  to  him?— 
A.  Well  he  would  be  sitting  like  this  gentleman. 

Q.  Now  show  me  where  you  stood  ? — A.  Where  I  am. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  presiding  officer? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  near  to  him  ? — A.  Well,  I  guess  something  like  that. 

Q.  That  woold  be  about  two  or  three  feet  apart?— A.  About. 

Q.  Where  would  be  the  box  now  ? — A.  The  box  would  be  here. 

Q.  The  box  would  be  like  that  ?— A   Yes. 

Q.  The  box  was  right  there  on  the  table  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  Did  you  put  out  your  hand  with  the  ballot? — A.  I  came  up  like  that  and 
handed  it  to  him  like  that. 

Q.  Had  it  to  be  unfolded  to  take  the  counterfoil  off? — ^A.  Well,of  cM)urse  ho 

Q.  It  was  a  box  like  that  (sample  ballot  box  produced) ;  show  us  where  yoo 
were;  that  is  the  kind  of  a  box  ? — A.  That  is  the  kind  of  box  certainly. 

Q.  The  same  as  that  ? — A.  Yes,  the  same  as  that. 

Q.  Now,  then,  you  handed  him  the  ballot  paper  two  or  thi*ee  feet  from  you  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Ho  took  it  in  his  left  hand? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  tore  off  the  counterfoil  ?— A.   Yes. 

Q.  The  ballot  remained  in  his  left  and  he  had  the  counterfoil  in  his  right? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  He  brought  his  hand  back  to  the  ballot  and  folded  it  up? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  put  it  before  your  eyes  in  the  box? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  didn't  take  a  second  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  it  was  your  ballot? — ^A.  I  didn't  think  anything  becauM 
I  thought  everything  was  all  right ;  I  never  saw  anything  but  was  all  right;  I  don*t 
know  to-day  but  it  was  all  right. 

Q.  And  you  were  watching  him  from  the  fact  that  yoa  never  saw  the  hand 
putting  the  ballot  in  the  pocket  before,  you  were  watehing  all  the  time?— A.  Yes,  I 
waH. 

Q.  So  vou  have  no  doubt  about  what  you  have  stated,  you  have  told  us  the  exact 
truth  of  what  took  place  with  the  ballot  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Q.  Didn't  tell  any  one  how  you  were  going  to  vote?^-A.  No. 
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Q.  DidD't  tell  anybody  after  how  yon  had  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  attend  any  committee  meetings? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  And  nobody  knew  ? — A.  Because  I  did  not  tell  them. 

Q.  And  how  did  they  know? — A.  Thev  knew  by  suspicion. 

Q.  Did  anybody  know  how  you  voted  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  them  about  it?— A.  Well,  I  could  not  just  say ^ 

Q.  Did  anybody  come  to  you  about  a  declaration  or  certificate  ? — A.  Tboy  did. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  had  you  told  anybody  7 — ^A.  Well,  I  don't  think  I  did  ;  when 
I  do  a  thing 

Q.  Was  it  McLean  and  Johnston  came  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  come  to  your  house  ? — A.  They  came  to  my  barn. 

Q.  Had  they  the  certificate  or  paper  with  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  give  it  to  you  to  read  or  read  it  ? — ^A.  They  gave  it  to  me ;  in  fact 
I  had  my  mittens  on  doing  my  barn. 

Q.  They  read  it  ?— A.  Yea. 

Q.  They  read  the  whole  of  it? — A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Anything  more  said  or  done? — A.  Well,  we  began  to  talk  about  selling  a 
horse. 

Q.  We  don't  want  to  know  about  the  horse  trade,  keep  to  the  election  businens; 
did  they  say  anything  else  other  than  sign  the  papers  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  They  didn't  i^  you  to  go  into  the  house  and  swear  on  the  Bible  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  said  about  oaths  or  affidavits? — A.  No,  sir,  there  was  not. 

Q.  Nothing  said  about  it  being  like  an  oath  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  there  was  not. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  When  they  came  to  you  to  get  this  declaration  did  you  tell  them  how  you 
had  voted,  McLean  and  Johnston  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  did  in  a  way ;  he  asked  me  "  did  you 
TOte  for  me,  Vrooman,"  I  said  I  did. 

Q.  Then  he  asked  you  it  you  would  have  any  objection  to  make  a  decIat*ation  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  said  that  you  would  not  have  any  ? — A.  I  said  no ;  I  asked  what 
it  was  for  and  he  said  **  I  want  to  see  how  many  voted  for  me  there  "  and  I  suppose 
that  was  all. 

Q.  And  you  understood  you  were  making  a  declaration  that  you  voted  for 
McLean? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  politics  are  pretty  well  known  ? — ^A.  Well,  they  ought  to  be. 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  the  witnesses  since  yon  came  down 
iibout  this  matter  ? — A.  Not  particularly. 

Q.  You  have  been  mixing  up  together? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  naturally  must  have  been  talking  about  how  others  gave  their  declara- 
tion?—A.  No. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  others  signed  a  declaration  like  vou  did  ? — A.  I  suppose  they 
did. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  from  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know  beyond  the  statements 
they  made ;  I  am  simply  a  man  that  attends  to  my  own  business. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  these  people  talking  of  the  nature  of  the  paper  ? — A.  I  hoard 
them  taking  thi*ough  one  another. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  what  they  said  ?— A.  Weil,  no. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  anything  of  the  kind  of  paper,  what  was  the  nature 
of  it? — A«  1  didn*t  hear  anything  there  about  it;  of  course  I  knew  the  nature  of  the 
paper  I  had  signed. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  the  nature  of  it  ? — A.  No,  not  to  my^knowledge, 
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Q.  Did  anybody,  Binoe  yoa  came  to  Ottawa,  Bay  that  before  you  ? — A.  Nobody. 

Q.  Nobody  has  told  you  the  nature  of  the  paper  you  Bigned  ? — A.  No.  They 
have  never  Baid  a  thing  to  me  because  I  knew  what  I  was  Binning.  ^;^ 

Q.  That  wasn  t  the  qucBtion  I  asked;  did  anybody  tell  you  Bince  you  came  to 
Ottawa  or  said  to  you  or  say  in  your  pi*eBence  what  the  nature  was  ? — A.  Not  that 
I  remember  of.  ^    t::^ 

Q.  Did  you  hear  it  said  to  other  witnesBes  what  the  uatui-e  of  the  paper  was  ? 
— A.  No,  I  didn't;  I  heard  them  talking  to  one  another ;  I  didn't  pay  auy  attention. 

Q.  What  was  the  kind  of  talk  ? — A.  Well,  a  good  many  of  us  were  from  the 
same  place  and  we  had  our  own  talk. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  sort  of  talk  it  was  ?— A.  We  were  not  talking  about 
this,  we  were  talking  about  our  own  affairs  at  home.  ,:^J* 

Q.  You  say  you  heard  talk  about  these  declarations,  what  was  it?— A.  They 
were  not  talking  to  me. 

Q.  No,  but  they  possibly  talked  in  your  presence  ? — A.  I  heard  some  of  it  but 
I  didn't  pay  attention. 

Q.  Then  you  state  positively  you  did  not  hear  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  That  you  didn't  hear  what  they  said  ? — A.  I  didn't  bother. 

Q.  And  did  you  hear  any  talk  about  giving  evidence  in  this  committee  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  About  what  anybody  said,  or  how  they  should  give  their  evidence? — A.  No, 
I  didn't ;  I  didn't  bother  myself;  candidly  I  knew  I  ought  to  keep  free. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  Mr,  Beck  about  coming  here  ? — A»  No,  I 
didn't  know  Mr.  Beck  was  coming  until  I  got  to  the  station. 

Q.  But  you  coQtributed  to  his  fund  ? — A.  To  what  fund  ? 

Q.  Mr.  Beck's  fund?— A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr.  Beck's  fund,  if  he 
has  a  fund  I  Huppose  it  is  himself. 

Q.  You  don't  know;  then  you  didn't  give  a  contribution? — A.  To  what  fund  ? 

Q.  I  ask  you  did  you  or  did  you  not  contribute  ? — A.  I  gave  the  contribution, 
but  when  I  gave  it  I  gave  it  this  way,  a  man  asked  me,  a  friend,  would  I  give  it, 
but  I  didn't  know  who  it  was  going  to  at  all. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  who  it  was  for  ? — A.  I  didn't  at  the  time  I  gave  it;  I  knew 
it  was  going  to  some  one  amongst  us;  he  said,  "  are  you  going  to  give  a  little  to 
this  here  fund."  I  said,  "  what  fund  is  that."  He  Haid  "  one  of  our  friends  who  has 
been  so  ^ood." 

Q.  You  didn't  know  who  it  was  for? — A.  Well,  I  had  an  idea  but  further  than 
that  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  What  was  your  own  idea  when  you  gave  the  money? — A.  Well,  my  own 
idoa  wap  it  was  going  to  help  somebody. 

Q  Who  did  you  think  he  was  going  to  give  it  to? — A.  I  thought  probably  it 
was  going  to  Beck,  but  1  didn't  know  at  the  time,  they  said  **  friend." 

By  Mr.  Bergeron  : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Vrooman,  Sir  Louis  Davies  a  few  moments  ago  asked  you  about 
coming  into  the  poll  and  voting  and  told  the  whole  history,  and  you  simply  said 
**  yes  "  and  **  no."  Now  I  want  you  to  come  in  here  as  you  did  in  the  poll  and  take 
a  ballot  from  the  returning  officer  and  then  show  how  you  came  in  from  where  you 
made  your  mark  and  gave  it  back.  Just  do  like  you  did  in  the  poll.  Mr.  Cumminge, 
you  take  a  seat  here  in  front  of  the  ballot  box.  Now,  Vrooman,  you  imagine  you 
go  and  make  your  mark  on  that  paper  and  come  back  here  and  give  your  ballot  to 
Mr.  Cummings. 

The  witness  did  so  and  Mr.  Cummings  went  through  the  operations  of  tearing 
off  the  counterfoil,  folding  the  ballot,  and  putting  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Is  that  the  way  it  was  done  ? — A.  That  is  the  way. 

By  Mr.  Rumll: 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  Cummings  did  with  that  piece  of  paper  just  now  ? — A  I 
watched  him  there  and  he  handed  it  back  to  me. 
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Q,  Ton  saw  eveiythiDg  he  did  with  the  paper? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  And  he  did  with  this  paper  jast  the  same  as  he  did  with  yonr  ballot? — A. 

;^;   Q.  Yon  said  you  conld  follow  it?— A.  No,  I  didn't. 

\.r    Q.  Didn't  you  have  your  eye  on  that?— A.  I  think  1  had. 

Q.  And  didn't  you  follow  this  one  too  ? — A.  I  did  not. 
r*'"'  Q.  Did  you  not  tell  roe  five  minutes  ago  that  you  saw  everything  that  Cum- 
mings  did  with  this  piece  of  paper  just  now  ? — (No  answer.) 

J^  Q.  Mr.  Vrooroan,  didn't  you  leil  me  a  while  ago  in  answer  to  my  question  that 
you  saw  just  now  what  Oummings  did  with  that  paper? — A.  Of  course  I  did. 

Witness  discharged. 

John  Etan,  called  and  Pworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  This  witness  w  No.  98  on  the  poll  book.     You  reside  in  the  township  of 
Colborne? — A.  Yen,  sir. 

^  Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  elections  held  in  the  month  of  February  for  the 
west  riding  of  the  '^ounty  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

;  J    Q.  Who  wa8  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  a/  which  you  voted  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Gummings. 

Q.  Donald  Cnramings  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Eobert  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  the  other  candidate  was? — A.  .  fr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name,  opposite  the  names  of  the 
candidates  for  the  purpose  of  marking  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  shape  was  it? — A.  It  was  a  round  disc. 

Q.  And  what  colour  ?— A.  White. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  In  the  disc. 

Q.  After  marking  your  billot  you  folded  it  and  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A. 
I  brought  it  out  and  gave  it  to  Donald  Cammings,  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  received  from  him  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  which  you  had  marked  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Well,  he  put  it  in  the  box  as  far 
as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  there  until  he  put  it  in  the  box,  or  did  you  pass  along? — A.  I 
stayed  there. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  put  his   hand    in   his  pocket? — A.  I  don't 
remember  that  either. 

Q.  Your  impression  is  he  put  your  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  I  saw  him  put  the 
ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  any  other  things  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

By  Sir  Louts  Davtes : 

Q.  You  gave  him  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  He  took  it  in  his  hands  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  as  far  as  you  know,  it  was  the  same  paper  he  put  in  the  box  ? — A.  As 
&r  as  I  know,  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  think  it  was  not? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Can  you  saggest  whether  it  was  not  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  aud  anybody  been  talking  about  this  bueinesB? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  yon  any  reason  at  all  to  suggest  that  the  paper  you  gave  him  was  not 
the  paper  he  put  in  the  box  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  voting  at  elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  before  this  election  took  place  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  at  all  to  anybody  how  you  were  going  to  vote. — A.  No,  not 
that  I  minded. 

Q.  Nobody  canvassed  you,  and  you  didn't  tell  anybody,  as  far  as  you  recollect ? 
— A.  Not  in  particular. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  recollect  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  that  vou  went  to  vole  without  anybody  knowing  who  you  were  going  to 
vote  tor? — A.  As  far  as  1  knew  nobody  was  very  sure  what  way  I  voted. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  tell  anybody,  so  that  when  you  went  there  you  were  a  pretty 
free  and  independent  elector? — A.  That's  the  way  I  go  there,  generally. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  was  your  name  called  ont  when  you  went  in  ? — A.  To 
vote? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  got  a  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  write  anything  on  the  paper? — A.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he 
did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  remember  whether  the  returning  officer  put  his  initials  on  the  paper 
or  not  ? — A.  I  don't  remember,  because  I  was  thelabt  one  in  to  vote  and  I  hadn't  much 
time  to  vote.     I  was  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  You  were  hurrying  up? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  wanted  to  get  through  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  behind  fhe  screen,  you  marked  the  paper  and  brought  it  ont  after- 
wards  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  it  the  same  paper? — A,  Yes,  it  never  went  out  of  my  hands. 

Q.  li  couldn't  be  a  different  paper  ? — A.  No,'I  don't  think. 

Q.  When  you  gave  it  to  him  you  wouldn't  be  sure  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off  or 
not? — A.  I  don't  know.    I  can't  say  whether  there  was  a  counterfoil  on  or  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  mark  at  all  on  the  paper  ? — A.  What  kind  of  marks  have 
you  reference  to  ? 

Q.  The  initials  of  persons? — A   Yes,  sir, 

Q.  When  did  you  see  it  ? — A.  When  1  was  marking  my  ballot. 

Q.  On  the  face  of  the  ballot,  or  what  marks  do  you  refer  to? — A.  McLean's  and 
Holmes'  names. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  front  of  the  ballot? — A.  There  were  no  other  marks 
I  saw. 

Q.  I  mean  on  the  back  of  the  ballot? — A.  I  did  not  turn  it  over. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  any? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  How  did  you  fold  it  up  ? — A.  I  just  doubled  it  up  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Were  you  shown  how  to  fold  ii? — A.  No,  nobody  showed  me  anything 
about  it. 

Q.  It  was  folded  when  he  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  you  fold  it  up  close  when  you  handed  it  back  to  him? — A.  Yes,  middling 
close. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  have  to  be  opened  up  to  tear  the  counterfoil  off? — A.  I 
can't  say  that. 

Q.  You  were  in  a  great  hurry  and  didn't  notice  how  you  folded  it? — A.  I  did 
not,  1  was  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  In  a  great  hurry  to  get  the  work  through.  It  didn't  take  many  seconds  to 
do  it.  Made  a  slap-dash  at  it? — A.  I  u>ok  time  enough  to  know  where  I  put  my 
mark. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  conversation  with  witnesses  down  here  about  voting? 
About  the  way  they  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  with  anybody  ? — A.  No,  not  in  particular. 
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Q.  I  didn't  say  in  partioolai*  or  in  general.  Did  70a  have  any  oonversation 
with  witnesses  about  yoar  vote,  Bir?  Tou  understood  the  queslion  plainly  enough  ? 
— A.  I  understand  it.    I  don't  know  but  I  might  have  said  to  somebody  how  I  voted. 

Q.  And  the  way  you  marked  your  ballot? — A.  Maybe  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  were  comparing  notes  as  to  how  you  marked  your  ballot? — A.  I 
was  not  paying  particular  attention  to  what  was  going  on. 

Q.  JJid  any  of  them  tell  you  how  they  mark^  their  ballots? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  telling  each  other? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Or  how  they  voted  ? — A.  I  heard  some  of  them  say  they  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  say  how  they  gave  their  ballots  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer  on  the  day  of  the  election  ?  Were  they  talking  that  over — of  the  manner  of 
votin^r? — A.  I  haven't  done  it. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  talk  about  it? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  have. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  you  don't  recollect  ? — A.   I  didn't  talk  about  it. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  don't  recollect  or  that  you  don't  want 
to  say,  whiih  is  it? — A.  If  I  had  heard  them  [  would  say  po. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  ? — A.  1  told  you  I  didn't  pay  any  particular  attention  to 
them  and  don't  know  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Have  you  had  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Beck  about  it? — A.  About  the  eleo* 
tion? 

Q.  Yes,  about  the  elections  ? — A.  No,  T  haven't. 

Q.  Or  about  voting  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  have. 

Q.  You  are  quite  sure  on  thut  subject? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  it  you  talked  to  Beck  about? — A.  I  haven't  been  talking  to  him 
very  much  about  anything. 

Q.  What  did  you  talk  to  him  about? — A.  I  don't  remember.  I  am  afraid  I 
didn't  take  any  particular  notes  of  it. 

Q.  I  didnt  say  anything  about  notes.  I  want  to  see  if  you  remember? — A.  Oh, 
I  might  talk  to  a  man  and  ten  minutes  after  I  couldn't  tell  you,  perhaps,  what  I 
was  baying. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  the  elections  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  talked  to  Beck  about  the  elections  ? — A.  I  might  have  spoken  to 
him  something  about  them. 

Q.  And  how  you  voted  ? — A.  1  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  are  a  little  vague  about  thai  ? — A.  He  never  mentioned  to  me  about 
how  I  voted  and  I  never  said  anything  to  him  about  how  I  voted.    I  am  sure  of  that. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  about  giving  a  declaration  or  a  certificate  how  you  voted  ?— 
A.  Did  I  tell  him?    No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  any  witnesses  talking  about  it  to  Beck  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  I 
did,  to  Beck.     I  heard  many  other. 

Q.  You  heard  many  others  about  what  ? — A.  About  giving  an  affidavit  how 
they  voted. 

Q.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  talk  ?  That  they  had  ^iven  affidavits  ? — A. 
Yes,  feir. 

Q.  About  the  evidence  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  that  they  were  liable  for  penalties  if  they  broke  fiem? — A.  That  was 
what  1  understood  anyway. 

Q.  You  understood  they  bad  given  affidavits  and  If  they  swore  diflferently  from 
that  they  would  be  liable  to  penalties?  That  is  what  you  understood,  is  it? — A. 
That  is  what  I  understood,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  hear  that  statement  ? — A.  f  cannot  t?ay. 

Q.  This  last  few  days  ? — A.  No,  I  suppose. 

Q.  flow  many  days  have  you  been  here  ? — A.  Pretty  near  two  weeks. 

Q.  Within  the  last  two  weeks  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  but  I  have. 

Q.  Within  the  last  two  weeks,  you  heard  the  statement? — A.    Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  within  the  last  four  or  five  days  ? — A.  No,  1  do  not  think  I 
have. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  you  have  heard  it,  within  the  last  four  or  five  days  ? — A. 
No. 
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Q.  You  are  not  so  certain  about  the  exact  time  ? — A.  Weil,  we  have  been  here 
BO  ion^,  we  have  quit  bothering  about  it  at  all. 

Q.  But  before  yon  quit  bothering  about  it,  ihid  was  talked  over? — A.  Oh,  I 
might  have  hoard  it  mentioned  once  in  two  dajH. 

Q.  But  you  had  heard  it  mentioned  several  times  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  I  have. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  what  you  will  say  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  that  I  have  heard  it. 

Q.  You  have  sworn  it.    I>o  you  want  to  withdraw  what  yon  have  said  ? — A.  I 
will  not  withdraw  anything  I  have  said. 

Q.  And  that  you  said  you  heard  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  In  the  hall  here  or  at  ibo  Brunswick  House? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  where  you  were? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  are  a  good  forgetter  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not  ihink  bO. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  where  it  waa  ? — A.  I  tell  you  I  do  not  remember  wbelher 
it  waM  in  the  hall  or  at  the  Brunswick  or  out  on  the  street. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whicly  witness  you  heard  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot. 

Q.  After  the  election,  did  you  tell  anybody  how  you  voted? — A.  After  the 
election  ? 

Q.  Yes,  right  afte**  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  did. 

Q.  Can  you  recollect  and  tell  me  positively,  one  way  or  the  other,  if  your 
memory  will  serve  you? — A.  I  do  not  remember  if  I  told  anybody. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  telling  anybody  how  you  voted  after  the  election  ? — A.  I 
do  not  remember. 

Q.  Yon  do  not  remember  if  you  told  anybody?     Do  you  remember  McLean 
coming  to  you  to  get  a  statement  from  you  ? — A.  He  never  came  to  me. 

Q.  Where  did  you  give  the  niateraent  ? — A.  In  M.  O.  Johnston's  office. 

Q.  Did  you  go  there  to  give  it  ? — A.  I  was  inGroderich,  and  he  met  mo  in  the  street 
and  he  n^ked  me  if  I  would  mind  signing  a  paper,  and  I  said  '*  No,  sir." 

Q.  What  did  he  say  to  you  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  exactly  what  he  said. 

Q.  This  paper — had  he  that  on  the  street? — A.  He  mentioned  the  affidavit. 

Q.  Just  use  the  words  he  used  ? — A.  I  cannot  use  the  word^,  because  I  do  not 
remember  all  the  words. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  state  here,  or  do  you  wihh  to  Kiate  here,  that  he  called 
that  an  sffiduvit? — A.  Or  a  declaration — that  is  what  he  callel  it. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  an  affidavit? — A.  I  thought  it  was  the  same. 

Q.  When  did  you  think  so? — A.  I  think  it  is  the  same  yet. 

Q.  I  did  not  ask  you  what  yoa  think  now? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  what  it  was  since  you  came  here  ? — A.  I  have  heard  it 
called  both. 

Q.  Have  you  not  heard  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  since  then  ? — A.  I  heard  it. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  it  since  then  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have  heard  it  since  then. 

Q.  That  day  in  the  street,  did  Johnston  state  to  you, that  it  was  an  oath? — A 
He  called  it  a  declaration  that  day. 

Q.  What  were  the  words  he  used,  as  nearly  as  possible?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  are  the  words? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  sign  this  declaration  that 
I  voted  for  McLean  and  took  me  in  and  wrote  it  out  and  I  signed  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  the  thing  was  ? — A.  Of  the  same  nature  a-*  an  oath. 

Q.  And  he  told  you  at  the  time  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  i* 
just  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  Did  he  take  the  Bible  out  and  swear  you  to  it? — A.  No.  sir,  he  did  not. 

Q.  Was  anybody  present  and  heard  that  besides  yourself? — A.  Nobody  w»s 
present  except  him  and  I  in  the  office. 

Q.  Was  Dawson  present  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  he  down  here  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Will  you  state  that  Johnston  told  you  at  the  time  that  this  was  a  declars* 
tion  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  what  he  told  me. 
Q.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes,  I  am  sure  of  it. 
Q.  But  nobody  was  present  when  you  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes,  I  signed  it. 
Q.  And  you  have  heard  witnesses  since  you   came  down   here  say  the  samo 
thing, — that  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Talking  among  theniBolveB  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  tbej  went  different  from  that  they  would  be  liable  to  be  punished  ? 
—A.  They  bhoald  be. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  them  Bay  that  ? — A.  I  have  heard  them  say  that. 

Q.  You  understood  that  ? — A.  I  understood  that  myself,  of  course. 

Q.  You  understood  clearly  that  you  would  be  liable  to  be  punished  ? — A.  1 
should  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  What  time  was  it  you  first  came  up  to  the  polling  booth  ?  Do  you  live  near 
the  place  ? — A.  About  three  miles  away  from  it. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  to  the  polling  placo  ?— A.  To  poll  my  vote? 

Q.  Yea  ? — A.  I  had  not  any  lime  myself,  but  they  told  me  it  was  just  one 
minute  to  five  when  1  got  there. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  lime  you  came  up  ? — A.  YeB,  bir,  that  was  the  first  time 
I  got  there  and  the  only  time. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Dancy  ? — A.  I  saw  a  man  there 
who  waB  a  stranger  to  me  and  I  did  a^k  bome  of  them  who  he  was  and  he  said  it  was 
Dancy  from  town. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  anything  said  about  his  going  in  when  the  ballots  were  being 
counted  ? — A.  The  only  thing  I  heard  about  it.  I  sat  down  by  the  stove  after  I  had 
voted  and  I  heard  a  dispute  back  where  they  were  counting  the  ballots,  but  who 
ihey  were  I  cannot  swear  to. 

T^\    Q.  Can  you  owear  what  it  was  about  ? — A.  It  was  about  somebody  being  in 
there  at  the  counting  of  the  ballots  that  should  n6t  have  been  in  there. 

Q.  You  could  hear  it  where  you  were  at  ihe  Btove? — A.  I  could  hear  it. 

Q.  Were  the  voices  loud  ? — A.  They  were  loud  enough  for  mo  to  hear  and  tell 
what  they  were  saying. 

Q.  Voices  in  behind  the  curtain  or  screen  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  did  not  know  whose  voice  it  was  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear  whose  voice 
it  was. 

Q.  Bat  you  heard  some  one  make  a  remark  to  some  other  person  and  the  reply 
to  that? — A.   There  was  quite  a  bit  of  jangling  in  there. 

Q.  About  this  same  thing  ? — A.  Yes. 

(i.  Perhaps  you  can  tell  what  it  was  that  was  said  ? — A.  I  have  told  you  as 
near  as  I  can. 

Q.  What  was  it  McManus  s&id  ? — A.  I  cannot  toll  you  it  was  McM^anus  or  who 
it  was  saying  it,  something  about  this  man  boing  in  there  when  they  were  counting 
the  ballots. 

Q.  He  said  something  about  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  man  said  something? — A.  Yes.  They  had  quite  an  argument 
about  his  being  in  ti  ere  between  these  two,  but  who  it  was  I  cannot  swear  to  because 
I  did  not  see  them. 

Q.  1  misunderstood  a  part  of  what  you  said  to  S'r  Louis  Davies.  I  dare  say  a 
while  ago.  Did  you  tell  him  you  had  heard  any  conversation  among  the  witnesses 
here,  in  the  last  fortnight? — A.  Which  is  that  ? 

Q.  That  you  had  heard  any  conversation  among  the  witnesses  here  in  the  last 
forinight  about  this  document  ? — A.  1  said  I  heard  some  of  thorn  speak  about  it. 

Q.  And  about  the  nature  of  it,  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  Yes,  I  heard 
bome  of  them  speak  of  it. 

Q.  And  of  course  you  would  spoak  up  and  say  Mr.  Johnston  told  you  and  so 
far  as  you  were  concerned  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  I  haven't  much  to  suy  about  elections. 

Q.  But  you  did  say  Johnston  told  you  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  That  yours  was  an  oath  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember. 
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Q.  How  did  they  oome  to  be  discussing  whether  it  was  an  oath  or  not? — A.  I 
cannot  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  in  that  conversation  to  lead  up  to  it? — A.  I  do  not  see 
any  use  trying  to  tell  something  I  do  not  mind. 

Q.  AU  you  can  remember  is  that  you  heard  these  conversations  going  on  ? — A. 
1  cannot  say  I  heard  convetsations  going  on. 

Q.  One;  there  would  be  more  th;in  one? — A.  Th*'re  might  be. 

Q.  There  might  be  conversations,  or  only  one? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whatever  it  was,  it  was  with  regard  to  this  document,  and  whether  it  was 
in  the  nature  of  an  oath  or  not  a  binding  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  I  heard  that 
mentioned. 

Q.  And  whether  they  would  be  punished  for  speaking  against  it? — A.  That  waa 
my  understanding  about  it. 

Q.  About  the  conversation? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that.  They  might  not  think 
the  sume  as  I  did. 

Q.  We  are  talking  about  what  they  said  about  the  thing,  conversation  among 
them  you  see.    You  understand  me  now,  I  think? — A.  Well,  I  think 

Q.  It  was  about  this  document.  Whether  it  was  an  oath  or  whether  it  was 
equal  to  an  oath,  and  it' it  was  an  oath  what  would  be  the  coni«equence  of  speaking 
against  it.  That  was  what  they  were  talking  about,  was  it? — A.  I  heard  them 
mention  something  about  it. 

Q.  That  was  what  they  were  mentioning? — A.  My  own  opinion,  I  can  give 
you,  but  not  the  opinion  of  others. 

Q.  Now,  who  was  present  at  any  of  these  conversations  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you 
that. 

Q.  You  recollect  a  number  of  conversations  but  not  one  who  was  present? — ^A. 
I  did  not  take  notice  of  any  one.  I  have  been  with  so  many  bince  I  have  been  here  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  I  understand  that  these  converr^ations  were  here  or  at  the  Brunswick  Hotel? 
— A.  I  do  not  remember,  I  cannot  tell,  I  might  remember  a  thing  being  mentioned 
but  where  it  was  1  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  hearing  it  at  the  hotel?— A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  And  yo*".  cannot  remember  a  name  of  those  that  took  part? — A.  1  cannot. 

Q.  Were  you  in  the  group  or  not? — A.  I  might  have  been  sitting  around  there 
or  standing  around. 

Q.  Among  them? — A.  I  might  have  been  standing  to  one  side. 

Q.  Very  near  at  all  events  and  you  heard  the  conversation  ? — A.  I  would  have 
to  be  near  enough  to  hear  that,  sure  thing. 

Q.  But  you  did  not  take  part  yourself  in  the  conversation  ? — A.  I  cannot  say,  I 
do  not  remember. 

Q.  No  pai-t  at  all  ?— A.  No,  I  won't  say  I  did, 

Q.  You  did  not  mention  about  Johnston  telling  you  that  yours  was  an  oath  ? — 
A.  I  don*t  think  so.     Because  I  thought  it  their  duty  to  know  that  themselves. 

Q.  Exactly,  But  you  kcew  it  was  the  same  and  they  didn't? — A.  I  do  not  know 
if  thev  did  or  not.    They  probably  knew  about  it  at  the  time. 

Q,  You  made  no  mention  about  this  conversation?  You  were  the  last  on  the 
list  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Donald  Cummings  is  staying  at  the  same  hotel  as  you  are  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Sitting  around  with  the  rest  of  the  witnesses? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Joining  in  these  convei'sations,  was  he,  or  do  you  know? — A.  I  cannot  say 
whether  he  was  or  not,  I  am  sure. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Mr.  William  Burrows,  No.  72  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Burrows,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  Toted  at  the  Dominion  election  in  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
I  Huron,  in  Febraary  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  returaing  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — A.  Donald 
i  Cammings. 

■        Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
I        Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — ^A.  Kobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  I  put  an  *'X"  on  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  this  "X"  or  cross? — A.  In  the  centre  of  the  disc. 
j        Q.  Do  you  remember  what  colour  the  disc  wae  ? — A.  White. 

Q.  You  marked  it  in  the  centre  of  the  white  disc,  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  folding  the  ballot  paper  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — ^A.  I  folded  it  up  and 
handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received 
from  him  and  which  you  had  marked? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  why  didn't  you  observe  that;  how  did  it  happen  you  didn't  observe 
it?— A.  Well,  he  was  placed  there  for  the  purpose  of  putting  the  ballot  where  it 
belonged  to. 

Q«  Weil,  I  mean  did  you  stand  there  ? — A.  No,  I  handed  him  the  ballot  and 
walked  out. 

Q.  You  say  you  understood  it  to  be  his  duty  to  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  ? — A. 
Tes. 

Q.  And  on  that  account  you  didn't  wait  ? — A.  Certainly, 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  made  a  statement  afterwards,  I  suppose,  about  the  vote  ? — A.  I  beg 
pardon? 

Q.  You  signed  a  statement  afterwards  how  you  had  voted? — ^A.  A  declaration. 

Q.  Whatever  it  was  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  sign  that  ? — A.  It  was  fetched  around. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  ? — ^A.  Eobert  McLean  and  Mr.  Johnston. 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  beforehand  they  would  bring  it  ? — A.  No,  not  till  the 
time  they  fetched  it. 

Q.  Who  brought  it  ? — A.  M.  O.  Johnston  gave  it  w  me. 

Q.  And  did  they  read  it  over  ? — ^A.  I  read  it  myself. 

Q.  And  that  was  a  statement  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  3/0U  had  dealings  with  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  any  dealings  with  him  one  way  or  the  other  ? — A.  No,  sir,  never. 

Q.  And  Mr.  McLean  was  there  with  Mr.  Johnston  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  they  read  it  over  ? — A.  I  read  it  myself. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it;  of  course  you  didn't  swear  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  oath  taken  or  book  or  anything  like  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  In  Goderich  there  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  afberwardu  ? — A.  Probably,  I 
don't  mix  much  in  politics  at  all. 

Q.  You  don't  take  any  part  in  politics? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never  go  to  meetings  ? — A.  I  never  attended  a  meeting  in  my  life. 

Q.  Never  went  to  meetings  and  heard  speeches  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  was  born  a  Con- 
servative. 

Q.  Well  then,  you  were  not  an  active  politician? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  not  much  canvassing  going  on  in  the  neighbourhood?— A. 
No,  sir. 

Q,  You  saw  very  little  canvassing  in  No.  4  division  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Tou  didn't  see  them  going  aroand  making  ap  lists  and  a^^king  people  how 
they  would  vote  ? — A.  I  didn't  see. 

Q.  At  all  events  they  didn't  ask  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  it  was  a  very  quiet  and  peaceable  election  there  and  everyone  was  allowed 
to  vote  as  they  wanted  to. — A.  Am  far  as  I  wa^  concerned. 

Q.  No  pulling  and  hanlini^  of  voters  to  vote;  so  they  voted  according  to  their 
judgment  largely  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  1896  election,  the  general  election,  did  yon  vote  at  that 
election  ? — A.  Who  were  the  candidates  at  that  time  ? 

Q.  That  was  the  great  big  election  when  the  government  was  upset.— A.  No,  I 
didn't. 

Q.  You  did  not  vote?— A.  No. 

Q.  There  were  three  candidates? — A.  I  didn't  vote  at  all. 

Q.  You  were  living  in  Colborne? — A.  No. 

Q,  You  were  not  living  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Your  vote  wae  in  (>)1  borne,  but  you  were  not  living  there  to  get  to  it?— A. 
No. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  Colborne  ? — A.  1S92. 

Q.  When  did  you  go  back?— A.  The  fall  of  1897. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  in  the  meantime  there  was  a  break-up  in  the  Conservative 
party,  and  thov  had  an  independent  candidate  running? — A.  it  is  something  I  never 
interfere  in,  politics. 

Q.  You  voted  when  Beck  and  Garrow  were  running  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Conservative,  of  course  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  been  among  these  witnesses,  or  have  you  been  keeping  your  own 
counsel  since  you  came  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  Oh,  I  have  been  sitting  around. 

Q.  Among  the  witnesses?— A.  Sometimes. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  heard  the  witnesses  talk  about  these  papers  or  declarations? 
— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  you  heard  them  discussing  this  trial? — A.  Yes,  but  nothing  else  since 
I  come  here. 

Q.  You  never  heard  of  them  taking  about  these  declarations? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  heard  them  talking  about  these  declarations? — A.  No. 

Q.  Never  heard  anybody  talking  about  whether  the  declaration  was  an  oath  or 
not?— A.  No. 

Q.  Never  heard  anybody  talking  about  the  form  of  them  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  heard  talk  about  the  trial,  what  sort  of  talk? — A.  About  the 
length  of  the  trial. 

Q.  And  they  talked  that  as  long  as  the  trial  itself  ? — A.  They  talked,  too,  of 
things  of  no  consequence. 

Q.  They  didn't  talk  about  this  trial  ? — A.  Well,  that  took  up  the  biggest  part 
of  the  time. 

Q.  The  biggest  part  was  talk  about  this  trial  ? — A.  iTes. 

Q.  And  during  all  that  time  you  never  heard  any  conversation  about  that  decla- 
ration ?—  A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Never  heard  any  of  these  witnesses  talk  about  the  nature  of  that  declaration 
that  was  signed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  never  talked  yourself? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  could  you  tell  me' one  single  remark  made  about  the  trial  except  thai 
it  was  taking  a  long  time  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  reoiarks,  thej 
were  discussing  the  men  that  was  on  the  committee  here  the  biggest  part  of  the 
time. 

Q.  They  had  some  very  flattering  things  to  say  of  some,  and  very  derogatory 
to  others  ?— A.  They  had.     . 

Q.  I  suppose  it  was  those  that  had  come  through  and  got  through  the  ordeal, 
they  had  their  views  about  the  men  who  had  been  talking  to  them  ? — ^A.  Yes.  Some 
of  them  were  outside. 

Q.  Some  of  them  were  out  there  and  didn't  get  iu  ? — A.  They  saw  the  papers 
though. 
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Q.  They  could  not  know  very  much  about  the  people  on  the  committee  in 
the  papers  ? — A.  No,  but  we  saw  you  going  back  and  forward  and  got  acquainted 
with  you. 

Q.  But  that  is  all  they  were  talking  about,  the  kiod  of  people  on  the  committee  f — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  all  that  time  you  never  heard  anything  from  Mr.  Beck  or  these  wit 
nesses,  not  one  single  word  as  to  the  nature  of  that  declaration  ?-»A.  No. 

Q.  Or  the  making  of  that  paper  they  signed  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  t— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  hear  Beck  tell  witnesses Ithe  best  way  to  answer  questions  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  that  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anythinif  about  it. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  him  tell  some  witnesses  to  ^ive  short  answers  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  Beck  conversing  with  them  ?— A.  I  heard  him  talking 
different  times,  but  not  about  this  case. 

Q.  You  never  heard  Beck  say  anything  about  this  case  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  stop  at  the  hotel  with  the  other  witnesses  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  have  a  {separate  room  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  there  many  in  your  room  ? — A.  There  were  four  last  night. 

Q.  And  more  than  that  since  ? — A.  Four  till  last  night,  and  now  two. 

Q.  And  ycu  have  never  heard  any  of  these  four  say  anything  of  this  trial 
except  the  kind  of  thing  you  have  spoken  of? — A.  No. 

Q.  Has  Beck  been  in  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Is  there  a  room  in  the  hotel  where  Beck  meets  the  witnesses  once  in  a  while 
to  talk  over  the  trial  ? — A.  No,  sir,  1  don't  know. 

Q.  You  were  never  in  the  room  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  talked  to  Beck  ?— A.  No,  I  don't  talk  much  with  any  one. 

Q.  And  anything  you  ever  heard  was  by  accident? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  a  casual  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  to  the  fund  for  Mr.  Beck  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr^  Borden  {^Halifax)  : 

Q.  Fifty  cents,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yop. 

Q.  You  know  that  fifty  cents  has  taken  up  about  $250  worth  of  time  so  far  ? 
Now  do  you  remember  Mr.  Holmes  being  at  the  hotel  while  the  witnesses  were 
there  when  you  first  came? — A.  He  called  around  once,  I  think. 

Q.  Was  that  the  time  that  he  wanted  you  to  go  up  to  the  park  ? — A.  Probably 
it  was. 

Q.  You  remember  that  occasion  when  he  invited  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  he  invited  you  to  go  to  Eddy's  mill  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  this  declaration  you  were  making  was  binding  the 
same  as  an  affidavit  when  you  read  it  over? — A.  I  suppose  it  was  just  a  declaration 
that  1  had  voted  for  this  man. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  understand  that  it  had  any  force  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  understand  that  it  had  any  force  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  whole  of  it  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  the  part  in  it,  the  printed  part,  which  said  it  had  the 
dame  force  as  an  affidavit  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  your  signature,  Mr.  Burrows  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  this  is  the  document  you  read  and  I  want  you  to  look  at  this  part  of 
it:  "1  make  this  solemn  declaration,  conbcientiously  believing  it  to  be  true,  and 
knowing  that  it  is  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  made  under  oath  and  by  virtue 
of  the  Canada  Evidence  Act,  1893  "  ? — A.  Well,  if  you  want  me  to  take  an  oath  I 
will  take  the  oath  I  voted  for  that  man. 

Q.  But  I  want  to  know  if  you  remember  reading  that  part  ? — A.  No,  not  three 
montha  a^o. 

Q.  But  the  whole  document  was  handed  to  you  and  you  read  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  is  well  known  that  you  are  a  Conservative,  Mr.  Burrows  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  live  about  eight  miles  fiom  Goderich  ?— A.  Between  nine  and  ten. 
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By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  The  impression  it  made  on  yonr  mind  at  the  time  was  purely  yoa  didnt 
understand  it  had  any  binding  force? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  understand  it  was  like  an  oath  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  H.  Simpson,  called  and  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  This  witness  is  No.  46  on  the  poll  book.  Mr.  Simpson,  you  reside  in  the 
township  of  Colborne? — A.  Yes,  sir,  at  the  time  of  voting. 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  ior  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February  last? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  a^  which  you  voted?— A 
Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  I  marked  it  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A..  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  ?— A, 
There  was  a  circle. 

Q.  What  colour  ? — A.  As  ueai*  as  I  can  remember  it  was  black. 

Q.  On  the  outside  or  inside  ? — A.  Well,  the  circular  ring  was  black  and  the 
inside  was  white. 

Q.  A  white  circular  space  surrounded  by  black? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  mark  there? — A.  Opposite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  But  with  reference  to  this  circle? — A.  I  put  it  inside  the  circle. 

Q.  After  marking  your  paper,  I  suppose  you  folded  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  what  did  vou  do  with  it  then?— A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  ^ame  paper  you  received  from  him  and  had 
marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  He  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and  put  the  ballot 
in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  didn't  notice  particularly. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  When  you  went  up  to  vote,  Mr.  Cummings  gave  you  a  ballot  paper?— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  mark  his  name  or  initials  on  it? — ^A.  I  noticed  him  mark  it 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  seeing  him  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  he  marked  it. 

Q.  With  a  pen  or  a  pencil? — A.  With  a  pencil,  I  think. 

Q.  Are  you  certain  of  that?— A.  I  am  pretty  certain. 

Q.  You  can't  recollect  the  circumstances  yourself? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  only  speaking  vaguely  and  generally? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  wouldn't  swear  one  way  or  the  other  ? — A.  Well,  he  marked  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  marked  it  somewhere  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  there  was  such  a  thing  as  a  counterfoil  to  the  ballot? — A  I 
didn't  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  that  the  counterfoil  had  to  be  torn  off  ?— A.  No,  I  didn't 
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Q.  WheD  yon  gave  it  to  him,  you  had — not  knowing  there  was  a  ooanterfoil-— 
folded  the  paper  right  up  t — A.  Tos. 

Q.  And  didn't  know  it  had  to  be  opened  to  take  the  counterfoil  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  Ton  remember  his  taking  the  ooanterfoil  off? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  he  put  the  ballot? — A.  He  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  made,  I  suppose,  the  usual  statement  to  Mr.  McLean  afterwards,  the 
same  as  the  rest? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  before  you  were  asked  to  give  this  statement? — A.  I  don't 
recollect. 

Q.  Some  weeks,  was  it? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Had  you,  meantime,  stated  who  you  voted  for? — A.  I  guess  I  said  who  I 
was  going  to  vote  for,  and  I  guess  I  said  who  I  voted  for. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  McLean  ask  you? — A.  Yes,  before  the  election,  he  said,  "I  suppose 
you  will  give  me  a  lifi,"  and  I  said,  **  yes. " 

Q.  You  intimated  to  him  in  that  way  that  vou  would  vote  for  him?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  afterwards  ho  came  to  you  about  that  declaration  or  whatever  it  is  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  with  him? — A.  Mr,  Johnston, 

Q.  Did  they  read  it  to  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Was  there  any  affidavit? — A.  No,  I  told  them  1  voted  for  him  and  I  was 
prepared  to  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Nothingmoroaboutit,  other  than  that  you  wore  not  asked  to  swear? — A.  No. 

Q.  This  was  a  mere  statement  you  were  giving  them  ? — A.  No,  I  suppose     ■  ■ 

Q.  That  is  I  am  only  asking  you,  it  was  only  a  mere  statement.  It  was  not  an 
oath  or  affidavit  as  you  understood  it  ? — A.  I  understood  it  was  just  the  same  if  I 
signed  it,  1  might  just  as  well  take  an  oath,  or  I  would  be  prepared  to  take  an  oath 
if  I  signed  it. 

Q.  But  as  a  matter  of  fact  there  was  no  affidavit  or  oath  put  to  you  ? — A.  No, 
not  at  that  time. 

Q,  Nor  did  you  understand  that  you  were  making  an  oath  or  affidavit? — A.  No. 

By  Mr,  Borden: 
Q.  You  understand  it  was  the  same  effect  as  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  When  did  you  understand  that? — ^A.  At  the  time  I  signed  it, 

Q,  How  did  you  understand  it?  I  may  be  all  wrong,  but  I  understood  that  there 

was  nothing  said  to  you  about  an  oath  or  affidavit  or  anything  of  the  kind? — ^A. 

When  Johnston  read  the  paper  to  me  I  understood  that  it  wa9,  well,  the  same  as  an 

oath. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  I  have  no  doubt  you  did  understand  it  because  you  read  the  document 
yourself.    It  is  of  the  same  natute  as  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  there  were  some  others  who  doubted  whether  it  was  or  not  ? — A. 
I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  have  heard  some  one  who  suggested  that  ? — A.  No,  I  can't  say  that  1  did. 

Q.  You  heard  some  conversation  about  it  since  it  was  brought  up  ?— A.  No,  I 
haven't. 

Q.  Some  conversation  and  disputes  whether  it  was  of  the  eame  binding  force  as 
an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  No,  I  haven't. 

Q.  You  have  not  paid  much/ attention  or  been  with  the  other  witnesses  much  ? 
—A.  No. 


Witness  discharged. 

Committee  adjourned  until  3  o'clock. 
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OoMHiTTBS  Booh, 

House  of  Commons, 

Prtdat,  28th  July,  1899. 
The  Committee  met  at  3  o'clock,  p.m. 

Inquiry  re  Dominion  election  in  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron 
resumed. 

Patrick  Kelly,  No.  89  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? — Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  you  voted  at  the  Dv)minion  election  in  February  last  for  the  west  riding 
of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  The  election  between  McLean  and  Holmes  ? 

Q.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  place  where  you  voted  ? — Donald 
Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  ftrom  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it? — A.  Yes,  8ir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  For  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean'o  name  for  putting  your  mark  ? — A,  I 
do  not  know  of  any  particular  place,  sir;  there  was  no  one  told  me. 

Q.  Did  you  notice?— A.  Sir  ? 

Q.  Did  you  put  your  mark  on  a  white  place  or  a  black  place? — A.  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  black  or  white.    No  one  told   me  there  was  a  particular  place  to 
I      put  it. 

/  Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  your  mark? — A.  McLean. 

/  Q.  Oppo-ite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

'  Q.  On  the  right  hand  side  or  left  hand  side? — A.  On  the  right,  sir,  as  well  as 

/  I  can  remember. 

f  Q.  On  the  right  hand  ? — A.  I  marked  it  with  the  right  hand  and  put  it  on  the 

right  hand  side. 

Q.  Was  that  the  kind  of  paper  it  was,  do  you  remember? — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber that,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that? — A.  I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  if  the  names  ot  the  two  candidates  were  on  it? — A.  Yes, 
8ir,  I  remember  that. 

Q.  Holmes  and  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  name  opposite  which  name  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  you  folded  it  up,  I  suppose  ? — A  Yes,  I 
folded  it. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  brought  it  out  and  handed  it  to 
the  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  he  had  given  you 
and  which  you  maiked  ? — A.  Yes,  certainly  I  did  that,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Well,  yes,  I  think  I  did.  I  stood 
there,  and  he  laid  it  on  the  table  or  board,  I  would  not  say  for  certain  which ;  but 
he  laid  it  down  and  put  one  hand  on  it  and  tore  some  of  it  off,  and  then  he  folded  it 
and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Do  you  read  and  write,  Mr.  Kelly? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  not  either  read  or  write  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Cannot  read  any  writing  or  print  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  So  you  could  not  tell  by  looking  at  a  ballot  whose  name  was  on  it? — A.  Not 
if  it  was  writing,  sir,  but  if  it  was  print. 
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Q.  You  can  read  print  ? — A.  Yes,  or  spell  it,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  take  any  ordinary  print  like  that  and  read  it  ? — A.  I  can't  see  very 
well. 

Q.  Have  you  your  glasses  with  you  ? — A.  No,  I  haven't. 

Q.  Yon  had  glasses  at  the  election,  had  you  ? — A.  No,  I  had  not. 

Q.  Without  your  glasses,  can  you  read  print  ?—  A.  My  eyes  are  a  little  dim 
to-day,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  read  any  of  that  print  on  that  page  ? — A,  Well,  I  will  see,  "  Elec- 
tion,'* isn't  it. 

Q.  Very  near  to  it.  **  Elections."  Yes,  that  is  right.  What  is  that  word? — 
A.  ** Committee"  is  it. 

Q.  Yen.  -A.  "  West  Huron." 

Q.  Yes.— A.  "  Election." 

Q.  You  can  make  out  some  of  the  words,  at  any  rate  ? — A.  Oh,  yes.  My  eyes 
are  a  little  dim. 

Q.  You  don't  as  a  rule  read,  are  you  able  to  take  the  newspaper  and  read  ? — A. 
Oh,  no,  not  very  well,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  can  spell  out  certain  words  and  make  out  what  they  are? — A.  Oh, 
yes,  yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  read  the  Bible,  I  suppose  ?— A.  Yes,  I  read  the  Bible  some,  sir.  I  do 
not  read  much  of  anything  else. 

By  Sir  Loms  Davies  : 

Q.  You  read  that  regularly,  I  have  no  doubt  ? — A.  i  read  it  middling  regularly. 
Welly  I  am  suffering  from  the  effects  of  indigestion  and  biliousness,  and  I  feel  veiy 
nervous. 

Q.  Oh,  I  will  treat  you  nicely. — A.  I  am  thankful  to  you. 

Q.  You  need  not  be  afraid. — A.  Oh,  I  am  not  afraid  of  anything. 

Q.  This  man,  Mr.  Beck,  do  you  know  him  pretty  well? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  am  well 
acquainted  with  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  You  are  staying  at  the  same  hotel  down  here  with  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  seen  him  down  here  several  times? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  went  with  him  to  the  room? — A.  Well,  I  do  not  remember  going  to  the 
room  with  him. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go  to  a  room  with  him  ?  Just  think  for  a  moment? — A.  I  don't 
remember,  nir,  I  do  not  remember  if  I  did. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember? — A.  Not  with  him  alone. 

Q.  Who  was  with  you  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember,  sir,  going  to  any  room  with 
Mr.  Beck,  sir.     I  do  not  remember  it,  sir. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  whether  you  went  to  a  room  with  him  or  not  and 
Bomebody  else  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir,  1  did  not. 

Q.  Not  this  morning? — A.  No.     Oh,  let  me  see. 

Q.  I  think  it  is  well  to  see  ? — A.  This  morning. 

Q.  Oh,  well  now,  this  morning,  yes  ? — A.  And  some  party  else. 

Q.  Did  you  go  to  a  room  in  the  hotel  with  Mr.  Beck  this  morning? — ^A.  And 
some  one,  you  mean  along  with  us. 

Q.  Who  was  the  person  along  with  you? — A.  There  was  no  other  person  that 
I  remember. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  said.  You  are  alone  then  ? — A.  Going  to  the  room,  we  were 
alone,  aa  far  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Going  to  the  room,  you  were  alone  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  couldn't  remember  just  now  at  all  ? — A.  Sir  ? 

Q.  You  could  not  remember  just  now  at  all.     I  rather  gathered  ? — A.  I  did  not, 

Q.  You  could  not  remember  just  now  having  gone  to  the  room  at  all  ? — A.  I 
did  not  first,  sir.    No,  I  did  not  first. 

Q.  But  you  remember  now  quite  well  ? — ^A.  Oh  yes,  I  remember  now  I  did. 
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Q.  You  went  up  all  a'one  ? — A.  Yes,  him  and  I. 

Q,  And  you  wont  into  the  room  and  thedoor  was  shut? — A,  I  disremember 
whether  the  door  was  shut  or  not. 

Q.  Was  anybody  else  in  the  room  ? — ^A.  The  room  we  went  into  ? 

Q.  Yes.  Was  there  anybody  there? — ^A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  There  was  no  other  room  but  the  room  you  went  into  ? — A.  I  do  not  want 
to  deny  anything,  sir,  that  I  know. 

Q.  Well,  tell  me  that? — A.  I  do  not  really  understand. 

Q.  You  don't  understand  the  question  ? — A.  No.  i 

Q.  You  don't  understand  the  question  whether  anybody  e^se  was  in  the  room 
that  you  and  Beck  went  into  the  Brunswick  Hotel  this  morning? — A.  I  disremem- 
ber.    Oh,  yes,  I  remember.    There  was  a  man  there. 

Q.  What  do  you  remember  ? — A.  There  was  a  man  there. 

Q.  A  man  there  in  the  room  when  you  went  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  he  went  in  with  you  ? — A.  Ino,  the  man  was  in  the  room. 

Q.  Who  was  he? — A.  It  was  a  doctor.  I  forget,  now,  what  doctor  it  was. 

Q.  Did  he  come  down  with  you  from  Huron  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  his  name  7 — A.  I  heard  his  name,  but  I  forget. 

By  Dr.  Borden : 
Q.  Dr.  Sproule,  wasn't  it? — A.  I  think  that  was  the  name. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  You  are  quite  ^ure  it  was  Sproule  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ulk  aoout  the  evidence  ? — A.  No,  I  said  nothing  to  him. 

Q.  What  did  he  take  you  there  for  ? — A.  I  felt  veiy  nervous,  and  I  was  dis- 
couraged in  giving  my  witness,  sir,  and  I  went  in  to  have  his  opinion. 

Q.  And  did  he  give  you  his  opinion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  was  his  opinion  ? — A.  Oh,  well,  he  told  me  he  thought  I  could 
stand  it,  they  would  not  be  very  hard  on  me,  and  to  take  a  little  liquor  and  that 
wovild  strengthen  up  my  nerves,  sir. 

Q   And  how  were  you  to  tell  your  evidence  ? — A.  I  don't  understand. 

Q,  flow  did  he  tell  you  you  were  to  give  your  evidence  ? — A.  Neither  him  or  I— 
He  didn't  mention  evidence  to  me  or  I  to  him. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  say  you  did  ? — ^A.  Oh,  if  I  told  that,  I  must  have  made 
a  mistake. 

Q.  You  must  have  made  a  mistake  7    Just  read  the  questions  to  him. 

(Questions  read  as  follows) 

**Q.  Did  you  talk  about  the  evidence?— A.  No,  I  said  nothing  to  him. 

"Q.  What  did  he  take  you  therefor? — A.  I  felt  very  nervous  and  I  was  dia- 
^'couraged  in  giving  my  witness,  sir,  and  I  went  in  to  have  his  opinion. 

"  Q.  And  did  he  give  you  his  opinion  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

**Q.  And  what  was  his  opinion  ? — A.  Oh,  well,  he  told  me  he  thought  I  could 
''stand  it,  they  would  not  be  very  hard  on  me,  and  to  take  a  little  liquor  and  that 
"  would  strengthen  up  my  nerves,  sir.  " 

Q.  So  you  did  say  that?— A.  Sir? 

Q.  What  he  has  read  to  you.  Did  you  say  all  that? — A.  Read  it  again,  if  yoo 
please,  sir. 

(Questions  re-read  to  witness  as  follows) 

"  Q.  Did  you  talk  about  the  evidence  ?— A.  No,  I  said  nothing  to  him. 

"  Q.  What  did  he  take  you  there  for  7 — ^A.  I  felt  very  nervous  and  I  was  dis- 
''oouraged  in  giviny:  my  witness,  sir,  and  I  went  in  to  have  his  opinion. 

**  Q.  And  did  he  give  you  his  opinion  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

"  Q.  And  what  was  his  opinion  7--A.  Oh,  well,  he  told  me  he  thought  I  could 
"  stand  it,  they  would  not  be  very  hard  on  me  and  to  take  a  little  liquor  and  that 
*•  would  strengthen  up  my  nerves,  sir. " 

Q.  Surely  you  understand  ;  that  is  read  to  you  aa  your  evidence ;  did  you  say 
that?— A.  Oh, . 
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Q.  Did  you  state  that  as  your  evidence  just  now  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  asked  hira  to  give  you  an  opinion  about  your  witness? — ^A.  No, 
sir,  he  said  nothing  to  me  about  my  witness  nor  roe  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  want  him  to  direct  you? — A.  No,  sir,  I  made  a  mistake,  I  made  a 
mistake. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  say? — A.  That  is  why  Mr,  Beck  took  me  there ;  I  felt 
very  nervous,  I  told  him  I  didn't  feel  able  to  give  my  evidence,  I  felt  so  weak  and 
nervous,  and  he  told  me  he  would  bring  me  to  the  doctor,  and  the  doctor  told  me 
that  if  I  took  a  little  liquor — he  told  me  I  wasn't  as  weak  as  I  thought  and  he  advised 
me  to  take  a  little  liquor  to  strengthen  up  my  nei'ves. 

Q.  And  what  more  was  said  about  the  witness  and  the  evidence? — ^A.  I  don't 
remember  anything. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  over  what  the  witness  was  to  be  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  eay  what  you  were  nervous  about  ? — A.  Oh,  it  was  not  about  the 
witness,  sir ;  I  didn't  say,  sir,  it  was  about  the  concern  of  the  witness. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  said  ? — A.  I  must  have  made  a  mistake,  sir,  I  must  have 
made  a  mistake. 

r^*  Q.  Did  you  say,  did  you  not  seek  out  this  man  Beck  and  ask  him  to  go  into  a 
room  or  did  he  ask  you  to  go  into  the  j'oom  ? — A.  I  asked  him,  I  told  him  I  felt  like 
as  if  I  would  like  to  have  an  advice  from  a  doctor. 

Q.  Didn't  you  say  just  now  that  you  were  nervous  about  giving  your  witness  ? 
A.  If  I  did  I  made  a  mistake. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  the  story  cow  again,  in  your  own  way? — A.  Well,  sir,  I 
will  try  to  swear  as  honest  and  as  sober  as  I  can.  I  felt  terrible  nervous  from 
indigestion  and  biliousness  for  some  time  and  I  thought  it  was  best  to  have  the 
opinion  of  a  doctor  and  Mr.  Beck  took  me  to  him,  said  there  was  a  doctor  up  stairs 
and  he  took  me  up  to  him.  I  said  I  felt  very  weak  and  nervous,  that  I  didn't  think  I 
would  be  able  to  give  my  evidence  in  a  correct  way,  sir. 

Q.  Tou  did  not  think  you  would  be  able  to  give  your  evidence  in  a  correct  way  ? 
— A.  No,  I  felt  very  nervous. 

Q.  Did  you  say  to  Beck  at  any  time  or  did  you  talk  over  the  evidence  you  were 
to  give  of*  what  evidence  you  were  to  give? — A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  And  you  talked  to  Beck  more  than  once  about  this  ? — A.  About  what  ? 

Q.  About  the  evidence. — A.  Well,  I  don't  remember  talking  to  him  more  than 
that  about  the  evidence. 

Q.  Did  you  talk  to  the  other  witnesses  about  the  evidence,  that  you  were  nervous 
about  giving  it  correct  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  I  did. 

Q.  Would  you  swear,  you  did  not? — A.  No,  sir,  I  would  not. 

Q.  Were  you  talking  about  the  declaration  you  signed  ? — A.  Well,  I  disremem- 
ber  whether  we  talked  much  about  that  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  talked  about  this  being  binding  or  an  oath  ? 
— A.  Well,  not  particular. 

Q.  Who  talked  about  it,  about  its  being  binding  or  an  oath  ? — A.  I  could  not  say 
exact,  I  could  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Was  there  more  than  one  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  And  they  were  discussing  it  ? — A.  Well,  some  said  it  was. 

Q.  And  others  said  what? — ^A.  Well,  they  didn't  say  that  it  wasn't,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  they  say  ? — A.  Well,  I  disremember. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  can't  say  positively. 

Q.  Tou  can't  say  positively  what  you  said?— A  No. 

Q.  What  was  your  opinion,  that  it  was  binding? — ^A.  1  consider  it  was  binding 
to  an  honest  man. 

Q.  Any  honest  man  would  be  bound ? — ^A.  I  think  a  man  who  would  not 

keep  his  word  sir,  I  don't — I  would  not  depend  much  on  him,  he  would  keep  his 
oath. 

Q.  Any  s<Atement  signed  by  an  honest  man  would  bo  binding  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  it 
would  be,  1  think  it  is. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  the  statement  in  writing  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  write. 

Q.  Where  was  it  signed  ?— A.  In  my  own  house. 

2-18J  ^  . 
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Q.  Who  read  it  to  yoa? — A.  LaDderstand  it  was  Mr.  JohnstOD. 

Q.  Was  he  alone  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  with  him  ? — A,  Bob  McLean  was  with  him. 

Q.  Bob  McLean  was  with  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  swear  you  on  the  Bible? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  any  other  way  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  There  was  no  oaih  about  it  ? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Bid  they  tell  you  whether  it  was  an  outh  ? — A.  I  disre member,  I  would  not 
eay  positive. 

Q.  Did  they  say  anythirg  to  you  about  an  oath  ? — A.  Did  they? 

Q.  Did  they  tell  you  at  that  time  that  you  were  signing  an  oath  or  not  ? — A.  I 
disremember,  1  cannot  say  positively  whether  they  did  or  not. 

Q.  Did  anybody  canvass  you  before  the  elections  ? — A.  Tou  mean  ask  me  to 
vote? 

Q.  You  "know  what  canvass  is,  don't  you  ? — A.  Weil,  isn't  that  it? 

y.  I  guess  so. — A.  No,  not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  But  you  said  nothing  about  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  drove  you  to  the  poll? — A.  A  neighbour,  Crosbie. 

Q.  But  Crosbie  didn't  ask  you? — A.  No,  Cronbie  didn't  ask  and  I  didn't  tell  him; 
he  told  me  he  would  drive  me  down  but  he  didn't  ask  me  to  vote  for  any  one^and  I 
didn't  tell  him  and  he  didn't  ask  me.  :*^>i"*  ^ 

Q.  After  the  poll  did  you  say  who  you  voted  for? — A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  And  no  one  asked  you  till  McLean  and  Johnston  came  ? — A.  Well,  Mr. 
McLean  asked  me  for  my  vote  some  time  before  the  elections,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  1  thought  you  told  me  no  one  asked  you  how  you  were  going  to  vote? — ^A. 
Well,  that  wasn't  asking  me  how  I  was  going  to  vote  was  it,  sir  ? 

Q.  Wasn't  it  ? — A.  1  think  it  was  different,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  McLean  ? — A.  J  could  not  ssy. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  a  bad  memory  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have? — A.  A  very  poor  memory  indeed. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  voting  at  all  on  this  occasion  different  from  other 
elections  ? — A.  How  diflTerent  ? 

Q.  Can  you  remember  this  particular  time  different  from  the  time  you  voted  in 
the  Ontario  election  ? — A.  No  I  don't,  sir. 

Q.  I  mean  can  you  recollect  any  circumstances  different  from  the  other  ? — ^A. 
Oh,  no,  sir,  I  could  not. 

Q.  You  can  tell  how  the  names  were  on  the  ballot,  of  course  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  sir, 
I  could  not. 

Q.  Could  not  tell  which  was  top  and  which  bottom? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  whether  the  returning  officer  put  his  initial  on  the  back 
of  the  ballot?— A.  Well,  I  could  not,  sir. 

Q.  You  could  not  tell  whether  his  initials  were  on  the  back  of  the  ballot? — No, 
sir,  I  didn't  think  it  was  my  business. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  making  a  mark  on  it? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  there  was  a  counterfoil  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Don't  remember  whether  it  was  torn  off? — A.  Before  he  ptit  it  in  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  He  tore  something  off  but  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  paper  you  gave  him  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  see  or 
understood  he  put  it  in  the  box. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  Mr.  Kelly  how  old  are  you  ? — A.  I  am  about  65. 

Q.  About  65  ? — A.  Ycp,  I  am  not  giving  my  age ;  I  don't  know  exactly  my  age, 
but  I  think  about  that  age. 

Q.  You  are  not  a  very  strong  man  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q«  And  you  have  been  siok  in  this  way  yon  speak  of  since  you  came  down  ? — 
A.  Oh,  not  so  bad  all  the  time,  sir ;  1  lost  my  rest  coming  down  and  I  conid  not 
rest ;  1  don't  get  good  rest  where  I  sleep,  the  noise  of  the  cars  annoys  me,  so  I  can't 
sleep  and  I  got  quite  weak,  sir,  nen'ons  and  weak  for  the  want  of  rest. 

Q.  Have  you  been  taking  medicine? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  several  days?— A.  I  have  brought  medicine  from  home,  here  is  the 
medicine  I  brought. 

Q.  Now  you  felt  this  morning — was  it  this  morning  you  saw  the  doctor  ? — A. 
Tes,  sir,  this  morning. 

Q.  You  felt  weak  and  nervous  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  felt  weak  and  nervous. 

Q.  And  you  asked  Mr  Beck  to  take  you  to  a  doctor? — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  I  would 
like  to  have 

Q.  The  advice  of  a  doctor  ? — A. the  advice  of  a  doctor  and  he  said  there 

was  one  up  stairs  and  he  took  Ino  up  to  the  doctor. 

Q.  And  the  doctor  talked  with  you  about  your  health  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  as  to  whether  you  were  fit  to  be  examined,  to  give  evidence  ? — ^A.  That 
is  what  I  wanted  to  know  from  him. 

Q.  That  is  what  he  talked  to  you  about  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  id  all  the  talk  you  had  with  the  doctor  this  morning? — A.  That  is 
all,  sir,  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Now  you  can  read  your  Bible,  and  youdo  read  your  Bible  you  told  me? — A. 
Yes,  sir,  I  do  road  the  Bible. 

Q.  Can  you  read  this  name  here?  (banding  the  witness  a  blank  ballot.) — A. 
McLean. 

Q.  And  can  you  read  this  one  up  here? — A.  Holmes. 

Q.  And  you  marked  your  ballot,  as  T  understand  you,  with  a  cross  opposite  the 
name  of  McLean? — A.  Yes,  1  mean  there  (pointing  to  the  disc.) 

Q.  There,  on  the  right  hand  side  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


James  Campbell,  No.      ,  on  the  poll  book,  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (Halifax) : 

Q.  Mr.  Campbell,  you  reside  in  the  township  of  Colborne? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  in  Februajy  for  the  west  riding 
of  Huron? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ?— A.  Mr. 
Donald  Cummings. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  An  **  X." 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  place  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  of 
markingyour  cross ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  what  shape  was  it  ? — ^A.  Hound. 

Q.  What  colour? — A.  Black,  as  far  as  I  can  lomomber. 

Q.  You  mean  it  was  black  on?— A.  It  was  dark,  I  can*t  swear  to  the  colour, 
you  understand. 

Q*  What  do  you  mean,  was  it  black  outside  or  in  the  place  where  you  put  your 
cross? — A.  No,  it  was  white  where  the  cross  was  put,  and  surrounded  with  black. 

Q.  So  it  was  a  round  white  space  surrounded  with  black  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  made  your  cross  where? — A.  In  the  white  space. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  ballot  after  you  had  marked  and  folded  ? — A.  I 
handed  it  to  Mr.  Cummings. 
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Q.  Didyoa  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from 
him  ? — ^A.  X  eB,  sir,  the  same  ballot. 

Q.  Did  vou  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  He  tore  a  piece  off  the  bottom 
part  of  it,  folded  it  up  and  put  it  in  the  box,  I  think. 

Q.  Pot  what  ?— A.  The  ballot 

Q.  Didyoa  observe  what  he  did  with  the  piece  he  tore  off  ? — A.  Tes,  sir,  he 
put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  And  as  far  as  you  observed  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davie$ : 

Q.  You  stood  right  before  him  at  the  time? — ^A.  No,  I  was  sideways  to  him. 
He  was  sitting  at  the  end  of  the  table  and  I  went  alongside  the  table. 

Q.  Exactly,  you  were  within  two  or  three  feet  of  him  at  the  time? — A.  I  think 
so,  no  farther  than  that. 

Q.  You  saw  everything  that  was  done  clearly,  you  could  see  everything  that 
was  done  clearly? — A.  Ob,  I  suppose  I  did  as  fur  as  I  noticed. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  you  saw  him  take  the  ballot  and  tear  off  the  piece  ? — A. 
I  think  so. 

Q.  fle  put  the  pieces  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  put  the  ballot  in  the  ballot  box? — A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  That  is  as  far  as  you  know  with  regard  to  the  whole  proceedings? — ^A, 
That  is  as  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  And  your  knowledge  was  from  eyesight,  from  what  you  saw  at  the  time?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  eyesight  enables  you  to  see,  ho  put  your  ballot  in  the  ballot 
box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt  that  unless  your  eyesight  deceives  you,  that  is  what  took 
place  ? — A.  That  is  what  look  place. 

Q.  Have  you  been  down  with  the  witnesses  on  this  long  trip  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have. 

Q.  Did  you  subscribe  to  this  fund  with  the  rest? — A.  Which  fund  ? 

Q,  Beck's  fund,  the  boss  man  ? — A.  Have  you  reference  to  the  present  we  made 
him? 

Q.  Yes,  if  you  like  to  call  it  that  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  subscribed  to  the  fund  which 
we  got  up  to  make  him  a  pre^ent  when  we  thought  he  was  going  home. 

Q.  Had  he  been  talking  to  you  and  the  other  witnesses  about  the  evidence? — 
A.  I  can't  say  what  he  has  been  doing  to  the  others,  but  not  to  me. 

Q.  Not  to  you  ? — A.  Not  about  my  evidence. 

Q.  But  about  the  others*  evidence? — A.  Well,  to  the  ones  who  were  sworn  do 
you  mean  ? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  He  might  have  mentioned  some  words,  in  fact,  I  have  been  asking 
some  of  them  myself  so  that  he  might  have  mentioned  it,  although  at  thB  present 
time  I  can't  recollect  any  one  particular  thing. 

Q.  But  generally  what  was  your  desire  to  be  informed  upon  ? — A.  I  can't  say 
at  the  present  time. 

Q.  But  I  moan  what  was  your  curiosity  about? — A.  My  curiosity  was  by  hear- 
ing some  say  there  was  such  terrible  simple  questions  asked,  and  I  was  anxious  to 
know  what  I  might  expect  when  my  own  time  came. 

Q.  And  you  wanted  Mr.  Beck  to  tell  you  what  they  were? — A.  I  can't  say  I 
asked  him,  I  might  have. 

Q.  What  were  these  simple  questions  about? — A.  Some  were  with  regard  to 
this  fund. 

Q.  Some  in  regard  to  this  subscription  fund  to  Beck  which  seem  to  have  been 
very  simple  ? — A.  I  didn't  expect  to  have  them  brought  up  here. 

Q.  Yes,  well  what  were  the  others  talking  about,  about  these  declarations?— 
A.  I  can't  say  exactly  what  it  was. 

Q.  That  is  a  very  simple  question  and  I  would  like  to  have  a  simple  answer. 
Was  it  about  the  declaration  and  McLean  ? — A.  I  may  have  asked. 

Q.  Would  it  be  a  simple  question  to  ask  about  the  declarations  ? — A.  No,  it 
would  not  be  to  ask  about  that.    I  can't  swear  whether  it  was  or  not  about  that. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  talk  about  these  dclarations  among  the  witnesses  as  to 
whether  it  was  binding  as  an  oath  or  not? — A.  Oh,  yes,  that  was  talked  aboat. 

Q.  What  was  talked  aboat  that? — A.  Some  said  they  were  asked  if  they  consi- 
dered it  was  an  oath,  that  was  about  what  it  amounted  to. 

Q.  Did  some  witnesses  say  they  hud  ? — A,  I  did  not  hear  any  of  them  say  they 
had.  There  was  more  than  I  talked  about  it.  They  said  they  considered  it  as  an 
oath. 

Q.  All  you  heard  talk  about  it  8aid  that,  and  if  anybody  said  difiPerent  from 
what  they  had  stated  in  the  certificate  they  would  be  guilty  of  perjury  ? — A.  I 
didn't  hear  them  say  that. 

Q.  Thai  would  be  the  result  wouldn't  it? — A.  1  didn't  hear  that. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  to  be  so  ? — A.  What. 

Q.  That  if  they  made  oath  to  what  was  not  true  they  would  be  committing  per 
jury? — A.  Oh,   I  suppose  they  would. 

Q.  That's  what  you  understood  them  to  be  talking  about  whether  it  was  a 
declaration,  or  an  oath,  or  what? — A.  No.  But  that  they  had  been  asked  by  some 
gentleman  did  they  consider  it  an  oath,  that  is  what  I  had  reference  to? 

Q.  You  mean  in  the  evidence  that  was  given  here? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  the  witnesses  you  were  talking  to  about  that? — A.  I  can't  say 
who  they  were. 

Q.  Was  that  one  of  the  questions  you  thought  were  so  simple? — A.  Yes,  I 
thought  that  when  they  were  making  an  oath  that  it  was  an  oath  and  some  of  you 
gentlemen  was  making  out  it  wasn't  an  oath. 

Q.  Who  told  you  that  ? — A.  I  can't  say,  there  was  so  much  talk,  and  there  were 
so  many  there,  lots  of  others  would  be  talking  besides  our  own  people.  We  have 
been  here  a  good  while. 

Q.  What  weie  they  saying?— A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  About  this  declaration? — A.  Some  were  saying  it  was  an  oath  and  others 
that  it  was  cot  exactly  an  oatb. 

Q.  Somi*  were  saying  it  was  and  others  that  it  wasn't? — A.  Some  say  it  was  not 
just  exactly  an  oath  and  some  said  it  was. 

Q.  And  the  witnesses  were  dincnssing  among  themselves  whether  it  was  or  not? 
— A.  I  don't  know  that  it  was  discussed  or  not. 

Q.  They  talked  over  it? — A.  They  were  asked  here  if  they  considered  it  an  oath 
when  they  signed  it  ? 

Q.  And  BO  you  went  over  what  had  been  said  in  here  more  or  less  to  find  out 
what  had  been  said  ? — A.  I  think — I  suppose  more  or  less  we  did  some. 

Q.  And  what  is  your  own  opinion  on  that  matter  whether  it  was  an  oath  or 
not? — A.  My  opinion  was  that  it  was  an  oath. 

Q.  You  never  had  any  doubt  about  it?— A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  And  whatever  was  said  there  would  be  equivalent  to  an  oath  and  no  man 
would  be  justified  in  going  back  on  that? — A.  I  would  consider  it  was. 

Q.  Wore  you  told  it  was  an  oath  when  you  were  asked  to  sign  it? — A.  No,  I 
was  not. 

Q.  Or  were  you  told  it  was  an  affidavit? — A.  No,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  on  the  Bible  or  went  through  any  form? — A.  No,  I  was 
simply  told  it  was  a  declaration. 

Q.  And  nothing  more? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  else  was  said  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  came  to  the  conclusion  it  was  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Before  signing 
it  I  considered  it  to  be  an  oath,  that  if  I  signed  it  I  would  be  signing  an  oath. 

Q.  You  did?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  what  you  heard  read  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  read  it  to  you? — A.  Me  and  Johnston  read  it. 

Q.  When  you  went  in  to  poll  your  vote  on  that  occasion  you  can't  remember 
whether  the  deputy  returning  officer  signed  his  initials  on  the  back  of  the  paper  or 
not? — A.  Oh,  yes.     I  saw  him  sign  it  on  the  paper  he  gave  me. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  with  a  pen  or  pencil  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 
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Q.  You  took  the  ballot  paper  away  and  marked  it  and  brought  it  back  and  saw 
it  put  in  the  box? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  afterwards  you  saw  McLean  and  signed  thib,  which  you  thought  to  be 
equivalent  to  an  oath? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  You  believed  it  was  an  oath  you  signed  I  suppose  and  told  the  witnesses  just 
as  you  are  telling  us  here  that  it  was  an  oath  ? — A.  That  I  considered  it  was. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  you  told  thera  it  would  not  do  to  go  back  on  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not  tell  them  that?— A.  No, sir. 

Q.  None  of  ihem  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  told  you  that? — A.  No,  sir,  nobody, 

Q.  Saying  that  was  the  character  of  the  document? — A.  Not  that  I  ever  beard, 
either  from  outsiders  or  anybody. 

Q.  Bat  you  regarded  it  yourself  as  something  that  was  binding? — A.  Which 
was  that? 

Q.  The  declaration  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  And  vou  had  done  no  talking  to  the  witnesses  as  to  what  they  thought? — 
A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q,  Did  others  express  the  hame  opinion  as  yourself? — A.  Yes,  I  heard  some 
others  who  said  it  was  an  oath. 

Q.  And  was  it  not  in  that  connection  the  talk  was  going  on  between  the 
witncHhCH,  in  the  connection  that  it  was  an  oath  and  they  could  not  go  back  on  it? — 
A.  I  neverheurditsaidbyanybody  that  it  was  bindingandth'^y  could  not  go  back  on  it 

Q.  I  can't  understand  how  they  would  question  that  at  all  ? — A.  It  was  because 
some  of  you  learned  gentlemen  thought  it  wasn't. 

Q.  And  some  of  the  gentlemen,  their  friends  are  as  strong  that  it  was? — A,  I 
suppose  some  of  thom  were  of  the  opinion  that  it  waw  an  oalh. 

Q.  And  they  were  expressing  their  opinions  strongly  thai  it  was  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  only  reason  you  can  give  for  their  talking  about  it  is  that  they  were 
surprised  at  questions  being  a^ked  ? — A.  Certainly,  that  was  it. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  That  contribution  that  Sir  Louis  Davies  calls  a  fund  was  how  much  ? — A* 
That  I  can't  really  swear  to. 

Q.  How  much  did  you  give  yousolf  I  mean  ? — A.  Fifty  cents. 

Q.  I  think  it  was  on  the  occasion  when  Mr.  Beck  was  going  home  wasn't  it? — 
A.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  what  I  was  told. 

Q.  And  the  witnesses  wanted  him  to  stay? — A.  Well  at  the  time  I  gave  fifty 
cents  I  didn't  know  even  that. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  that  ? — A.  Not  even  that  he  was  going  to  stay.  It  was 
given  as,  I  was  asked  to  give  towards  a  little  token  of  our  respect  to  Mr.  Beck  for 
the  kindly  manner  in  which  he  had  treated  us  down  here,  not  in  liquor,  but  in 
showing  us  round  in  all  the  places  that  strangers  would  not  have  shown  us  and  in 
introducing  us  to  people  he  was  acquainted  with. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  got  up  without  his  knowledge. — A.  Yos,  Mr. 
McManus  told  us  they  wore  not  going  to  let  him  be  aware  of  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  Mr.  Holmes  coming  down  to  see  you  when  you  first 
arrived? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  he  extended  any  invitation  to  you  to  go  around 
the  city  with  him  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  sir,  he  asked  us  to  go  out  with  him. 

Q.  Where  did  he  ask  you  to  go  ? — A.  To  some  park,  T  think.  Well,  I  wouldn't 
be  poHitive  whether  it  was  to  the  park  or  around  the  city  he  said. 

•  Q.  Do  you  remember  his  a^^king  you  to  go  with  him  and  look  at  Eddy's  mills?— 
A,  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  Well,  now,  when  I  come  to  think,  I  do  not  think  as  he  asked  us 
to  go  out  there;  what  he  said  was  he  would  have  liked,  if  I  recollect  right,  to  have 
taken  us  there,  but  we  could  not  get  through,  and  it  would  not  be  worth  much  when 
we  could  not  get  through  it. 
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Q.  Yee,  ho  would  like  to  take  you  through  ? — A.  So  far  as  I  remember,  I  think 
that  Ib  what  the  gentleman  said. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Cummings? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  30U  know  whether  he  is  a  strong  party  man,  a  strong  politician  or  not?— 
A.  In  my  way  of  thinking,  he  is  a  strong  party  man. 

Q.  A  pretty  stt*ong  party  man.  Do  you  know  much  of  his  working  in  elec- 
tions?— A.  I  do  not  know  much  of  his  workings.  You  would  have  reference  to  his 
canvassing. 

Q.  And  attending  meetings? — A.  He  is  "vqty  good  at  attending  meetings,  but  I 
do  not  know  much  about  bis  canvasHing. 

Q.  He  did  not  canvass  you  ? — A.  Not  me. 

Q.  Your  politics  are  pretty  well  known,  Mr. ? — A.  My  politics  are  pretty 

well  known  there,  ever  since  I  was  there  and  I  don't  want  to  be  bothered  about 
men  anking  me  to  vote  for  this  man  and  the  other. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Mr.  Cummings? — ^A.  1  should  think  not  much 
more  than  four  miles,  perhaps.  I  am  only  guessing,  but  it  is  not  a  great  distance  at 
all  events. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  never  played  cards  with  him?— A.  I  would  not  like  to  swear 
that,  for  it  is  a  long  time  since  Cummings  and  I  have  been  acquainted  and  we  were 
both  in  the  habit  of  playing  cards  and  I  might  have  played  with  him,  although  at 
the  present  time  I  do  not  remember. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  How  many  years  would  that  be  ? — A.  I  say  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  How  many  years  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  I  have  been  acquainted  with 
him  about  35  years. 

Q.  How  many  years  since  you  played  cards  with  him  ? — A.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber when  I  played  cards  with  him,  but  we  were  both  in  the  habit  of  playing  and  all 
that,  and  we  may  have  done  it  without  my  remembering  it  now. 

Q.  If  you  have,  it  would  be  a  great  many  years  ago  ? — A.  Yes,  a  good  many 
years  ago. 

Q.  And  Beck's  valuable  services  wore  retained  and  ho  was  not  allowed  to  go 
home  after  this  presentation  was  made? — A.  So  I  understand. 

Q.  And  he  is  here  to  the  end  ?  Sitting  here  now,  watching  every  witnes?  tell 
his  evidence  ? — A.  I  cannot  swear  that. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Cap.  Sullivan  in  the  constituency  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that, 
I  do  not  know  the  person  at  all.    I  do  not  know  I  ever  saw  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Tarte? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  several  parties  up  around 
in  our  county  as  were  said  to  be  boodlers  but  there  names  I  never  heard. 

Q.  You  heard  of  a  lot  of  boodlers  being  there? — A.  Yes,  but  I  do  not  know  the 
names. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Mulock  there? — A.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  lot,  but  I  do  not 
know  their  names. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits  : 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Powell  ? — A.  Nk)t  that  I  recollect,  but  I  think  I  would 
know  that  face  if  I  had  seen  it. 

Mr.  Powell : —  A  pretty  good  looking  face. 

Witness  discharged. 
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John  P.  MoEvot  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Where  have  you  been  staying  since  you  have  been  in  Ottawa,  Mr.  MoBvoy? 
— A.  At  the  Brunswick  House. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Beck  taking  the  old  man  up  staira  this  morning,  to  Dr. 
Sproule's  room? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  come  up  and  give  information  about  it  ? — A.  Sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  come  up  and  give  information  about  it?— A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't  I 
didn't  see  him. 

Q.  Where  were  the  Liberal  politicians  staying  at  the  town  of  Goderich  ?  At 
what  hotel?— A.  The  British. 

Q.  The  British  hotel.  Did  you  go  there  to  see  any  of  them  ? — A,  No,  sir,  I 
didn't  go  there  to  see  any  of  them. 

Q.  Were  you  there  ? — A,  Yes,  I  have  been  around  the  hotel. 

Q.  Are  you  in  the  habit  of  going  around  the  hotel? — A.  I  am  in  the  habit  of 
going  around  there  at  any  time. 

Q,  You  are  in  the  habit  of  going  around  there  at  any  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  In  the  habit  of  going  there  every  day? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  I  am  there 
every  day ;  passing,  I  drop  in  and  read  the  papers,  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  That  ib  what  you  were  doing  in  this  case,  was  it? — A.  Yes,  sir,  1  was 
dropping  into  the  hotel. 

Q.  Anything  eUe  ? — ^A.  I  might  meet  a  stranger  there. 

Q.  You  might  meet  a  stranger  ? — A.  I  might  meet  a  stranger  and  speak  a  few 
words — a  remark  perhaps. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Tarte  and  Mr.  Mulock  were  staying  when  they 
were  in  Goderich  ? — A.  I  do  noi  know  where  Mr.  Mulock  stayed.  1  think  Mr.  Tarte 
stayed  at  the  British. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  where  Mr.  Mulock  stayed  ? — A.  No.  I  never  seen  him 
there,  but  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  You  read  some  evidence  before  you  came  down  here,  I  believe  you  told  as 
the  other  day  ? — A.  I  seen  it  in  the  paper. 

Q.  Not  otherwise  than  in  the  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  it  otherwise  than  in  the  paper.  Whose  did  you  read  ?— A. 
I  cannot  say  whose  now. 

Q.  You  cannot  say  whose  now.  You  have  no  recollection  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir, 
I  haven't. 

Q.  Not  the  slightest?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  Chisholm  act  as  scrutineer  on  election  day  after  you  arrived? 
— A.  He  didn't  act  as  scrutineer  at  all  while  I  was  there. 

Q.  He  did  not  ?  How  long  did  Lawson  act  as  scrutineer  on  election  day  after 
you  arrived? — A.  He  was  there  all  the  time  I  was  there  with  the  exception  of 
dinner  time.     I  think  he  went  to  his  dinner. 

Q.  Yes.  How  long  was  Dancy  acting  as  scrutineer  while  you  were  there  ? — A 
The  only  time  I — I  do  not  know  as  Dancy  was  acting  at  all  as  soratineer  while  I 
was  there. 

Q.  You  don't  know  that  he  was  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  he  was. 

Q.  Didn't  you  say  that  some  objection  had  been  made  to  him  while  you  were 
there  ?  As  far  as  your  recollection  was  concerned  ? — A.  Yes,  T  did. 

Q.  Well,  what  objection  coold  have  been  made  to  him  if  he  was  not  acting  as 
scrutineer? — A.  I  do  not  know  if  he  was  acting  as  scrutineer  or  not.  He  simply 
came  in  when  the  objection  was  oiade  to  him. 

Q.  What  did  the  objection  consist  of? — A.  The  words  I  heard, — I  took  it  as  a 
joke  first  when  he  came  in.  I  understood  McManus  say  to  him  '*  What  do  you  do 
here  "  or  **  What  business  have  you  here  "  or  something  to  that  efiTect,  and  X^Nincy 
told  him  it  was  none  of  his  business  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Was  Dancy  a  voter  at  that  polling  division  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
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Q.  What  business  had  he  there  except  as  soratineer? — A.  I  do  not  know,  none 
I  sappose. 

Q.  Can  you  saggest  any  business  that  he  had  there  except  as  soratineer? — A. 
No,  sir,  I  can't. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  he  was  in  therefor? — A.  He  was  not  acting  as 
Bcruiineer  when  I  was  there. 

Q.  Be  good  enough  to  answer  my  question.  You  know  I  didn't  ask  you  that. 
Why  did  you  understand  that  he  was  ^oing  in  there  when  he  was  not  a  voter  unless 
you  understood  he  was  acting  as  scrutineer? — ^A.  He  wasn't  inside  any  time  at  all 
while  I  was  there. 

Q.  He  was  inside  no  time  at  all  ? — A.  No,  he  was  outside. 

Q.  He  was  outside? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  times  was  he  in  ? — A.  I  cannot  say.  It  may  have  been  two  or 
three  times. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  stay  on  each  occasion  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  but  not  longer 
than  ten  minutes. 

Q.  On  each  occasion  ? — A.  That  is  the  longest  time. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  while  he  was  in  there? — A.  Copying  some  names  off  my 
book,  or  LawBon's,  to  gee  who  had  voted,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  he  copy  the  names  off  your  book  and  Lawson's  both  ? — A.  I  think  there 
was  just  the  one  book. 

Q.  Which  one  was  it? — A.  I  cannot  swear  which  one. 

Q.  You  swear  that  he  copied  from  your  books,  copied  information  from  your 
books  as  to  what  voters  had  voted  ? — A.  He  junt  asked  to  see  the  books,  or  some- 
thing to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  understand  that  was  the  object  of  looking  at  the  books  ? — A.  I  sappose 
that  was  it. 

Q.  You  have  no  doubt? — A.  I  have  not.    I  can  eay  I  have  no  doubt  about  it. 

Q.  Can  you  suggest  any  other  object  he  would  have  in  looking  at  your  books? 
— A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

Q.  You  say  he  came  in  about  three  times? — A,  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
he  did. 

Q.  Yes.  He  had  not  produced  any  authority  as  scrutineer  to  your  knowledge 
up  to  the  time  that  yon  left? — A.  I  didn't  see  uny. 

Q.  When  you  left  at  3  o'clock,  what  arrangement  was  made  as  to  relieving  you? 
— A.  I  think  Mr.  Laweon.  I  think  ibere  was  only  the  one  book  and  I  think  I  gave 
it  to  Law8on.    I  would  not  swear  positively. 

Q.  Where  was  Dancy  when  you  left  ? — A.  Standing  on  the  road,  talking  to 
somebody. 

Q.  What  kind  of  work  was  he  doing  outside  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  ? — A.  I  understood  he  was  seeing  that  voters  got  in, 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  he  come  in  first? — A.  Some  time  before  dinner. 

Q,  How  many  times  was  be  in  before  dinner? — A.  I  do  not  remember  seeing 
him  more  than  once  before  dinner. 

Q.  And  twice  after  ? — A.  YeB,  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  didn't  understand  it  was  an  improper  thing  for  him  to  come  in  and  get 
information  from  you  as  to  who  had  voted  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q«  You  didn't  understand  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  Fcem  to  have  understood  your  duty? — A.  Well,  I  was  green.  I 
did  not  understand  I  suppose,  you  might  call  it.  I  was  not  very  well  posted.  I 
was  green. 

Q.  Did  you  think  Dancy  was  a  green  man? — A.  I  did  not  know  anything  at  all 
about  Dancy. 

Q  He  is  a  lawyer,  ipn't  he? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  know  he  is  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  living  in  Goderich  ? — A.  All  my  life. 

Q.  How  long  as  he  been  there  ? — A  Four  or  five  years,  I  guess.  I  do  not  re- 
member him  any  further  back  than  that. 

Q.  He  has  been  practising  in  the  courts  there  to  your  knowledge? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  have  been  talking  with  Mr.  Holmes  since  you  wei59  here  in  Ottawa  ?— 
A.  Yes ;  yes,  I  spoke  with  him. 

Q.  About  this  investigation? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  a  word  ? — A.  I  asked  him  how  they  were  getting  along  and  when  we 
would  get  home,  but  not  about  the  evidence. 

Q.  To  MoGillicuddy  ?  Wore  you  talking  to  him?— A.  Yes,  to  Mr.  McGillicuddy, 
but  not  about  the  evidence. 

Q.  Not  about  the  evidence  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  1  have  not  asked  you  about  that;  have  you? — A.  I  saw  them  there  together. 

Q.  Talking  to  Mr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  only  seen  him  once. 

Q.  Where  ?— In  the  hall. 

Q.  Out  there  ?— A.  No,  in  the  hall  below  this. 

Q.  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Grant? — A.  Yes,  I  think  Mr.  Grant  was  with  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Mr.  Grant  is  the  organizer  and  Mr. Smith  the  secretary,  as  far  as  you  know? 
— A.  I  dun*t  know  what  Mr.  Grant  is,  and  I  would  not  swear  Mr.  Smith  is  secretary. 

Q.  What  do  you  know  ? — A.  I  know  he  is  the  secretary. 

Q.  I  didn't  say  he  was  secretary — Grant  I  refer  to.  I  beg  your  pardon,  it  is 
my  mistake,  McEvoy.  Were  you  at  a  meeting  at  Dungannon,  held  in  the  Liberal 
intercrtls  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  wasn't  there. 

Q.  At  Dungannon  ? — A.  No,  sir,  1  don't  remember  being  there.  I  will  swear, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 

Q.  Where  was  the  meeting,  McBvoy,  at  which  the  Glee  Club  sang  ? — ^A.  They 
were  at  Kintail. 

Q.  Who  were  the  speakers  there  ? — A.  I  think  the  Hon.  Chas.  Fitzpatrick. 

Q.  And  who  else? — A.  M.  G.  Cameron. 

Q.  Who  else?— A.  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Is  that  all  ?— A.  Mr.  McCallum  and  Mr.  L.  V.  McBrady. 

Q.  Were  you  at  any  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Mulock  and  Mr.  Tlarte  spoke  ? — ^A, 
No,  sir,  I  was  not. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  your  own  knowledge  whether  they  spoke  in  the  town  of 
Godorich  ? — A.  Well,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  Mr.  Tarte  and  Mr.  Paterson 
spoke  in  Goderich. 

Q,  Were  you  at  any  meeting  at  which  either  Mr.  Mulock  or  Mr.  Tarte  spoke?— 
A.  I  was  at  the  meeting  at  which  Mr.  Tarte  spoke  for  a  few  minutes. 

Q.  Where  was  that? — A.  Opera  House,  (loderioh. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron  : 

Q.  What  was  the  number  of  the  poll  where  you  were  acting  ? — A.  Four. 

Q.  Where  is  the  poll  in  which  you  should  have  voted  ? — A.  I  vote  at  No.  4, 
Goderich. 

Q.  Was  that  the  poll  at  which  you  had  to  give  your  vote? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  the  poll  at  which  Mr.  Dancy  voted? — A.  Mr.  Dancy  votes  in 
No, — I  don't  know  the  number;  it  must  be  five  or  six,  I  am  not  certain. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  you  know  if  ho  votes  in  No.  4? — A.  I  am  almost 
positive  he  does  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  if  he  voted  there  that  day? — A.  He  may  have  voted,  but  I 
don't  know, 

Q.  He  didn't  vote  with  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  he  does  not  belong  to  that  poll? — A,  Well,  not  that 
I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  Were  there  two  meetings  at  which  the  Glee  Club  sang? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  think 
there  was  more. 

Q.  I  mean  at  which  you  were  present? — A.  Oh,  I  think  Kintail  was  the  only 
place  at  which  1  was  present  when  the  Glee  Club  was  there. 
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By  Mr,  Fawell  : 

Q.  During  the  time  you  weie  acting  as  agent  for  Mr.  Holmes  that  day  were  yoa 
oat  of  the  poll  at  all  ? —  A.  Well,  I  think  I  was  at  the  door  a  couple  of  times. 

Q.  You  were  out  at  the  door  a  couple  of  times? — A.  Yes,  and  I  think  I  was  at 
dinner. 

Q.  While  bX  the  door  did  you  go  to  see  any  person  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Do  Hwear  that  ? — A.  Not  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Were  there  any  officers  in  the  interest  of  Holmes  about  the  door  that  day? 
— A.  I  didn't  see  any. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  being  there? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bennett: 

Q.  Was  there  any  treating  done  at  Kintail  after  the  meeting  that  evening  in 
your  presence? 

Sir  Louis  Davies  thought  this  was  going  outside  the  bounds  of  the  inquiry,  as 
not  being  evidence  regarding  officials. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  Lawsoh  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  Yon  have  been  sworn,  Mr.  Lawson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  sworn  before. 

No  member  of  the  committee  wished  to  ask  the  witness  any  further   questions 
and  he  was  discharged. 


MiCHA£L  ToBiN  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  have  already  been  sworn,  Mr.  Tobin^ — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  Borden  (^Halifax)  : 

Q.  You  told  us  that  you  received  from  Dancy  some  time  during  election  day  a 
paper  signed  by  Mr.  Holmes  appointing  him  scrutineer,  you  remember  that? — A.  I 
think  it  was  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  I  am  not  sure  of  the  signature  now 
because  I  didn't  look  closely  at  it. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  as  definitely  as  you  can  about  what  hour  in  the  day 
that  was  received  by  you  ? — A.  Well,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  I  should  think  it 
must  have  been  between  two  and  three. 

Q.  Between  two  and  three  o'clock  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  it  before  McEvoy  had  gone  away,  he  said  he  went  about  three,  at  three 
I  think. — A.  Well,  I  am  not  sure  of  that. 

Q.  Not  sure? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  between  two  and  three  as  far  as  you  can  remember  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
it  might  have  been  a  few  minutes  before  or  a  few  minutes  after  three ;  I  didn't  look 
at  the  time,  but  according  to  the  time  I  went  to  dinner,  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  Where  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Sitting  at  the  table. 

Q.  Did  Dancy  say  anything  ? — A.  He  handed  it  to  me. 

Q.  Was  that  all  ? — A.  And  told  me  to  put  it  in  the  poll  book. 
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Q.  I  want  to  ask  70a  two  questions,  the  first  is  why  you  didn't  produce  that 
document  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  who  was  the  man  in  charge  of  the 
proceedings  ? — A.  1  didn't  think  it  was  necessary. 

Q.  In  the  second  place  why  did  you  understand  that  Mr.  Dancy  had  any 
authority  to  direct  you  as  to  where  you  should  put  that? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  thought 
it  would  be  all  right,  never  thought  anything  could  be  wrong  about  it. 

Q.  Well,  what  had  Dancy  to  do  with  putting  it  in  the  poll  book  or  anywhei'e 
else  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Just  did  what  he  told  you  ? — A.  Yea,  sir,  never  thinking  anything  was  wrong. 

Q.  Bid  you  under^tand  what  the  paper  that  ho  was  giving  you  wan  ? — ^A.  I 
understood  it  to  be  a  statement  or  certificate  or  something  authorizing  him  to  act 
for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  And  after  receiving  that  you  underatood  he  was  acting  as  scrutineer  for  Mr. 
Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Had  vou  seen  him  in  the  poll  booth  before  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  he  an  elector  at  that  booth  ? — A.  -No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  understand  he  was  doing  there  in  the  poll  booth  before  that? 
— A.  I  just  thought  he  came  out  there. 

Q.  What  business  had  he  in  there  if  he  was  not  a  scrutineer  or  elector  ? — ^A.  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  he  did  any  canvassing  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  thought  he  must 
have  been  scrutineer  or  something  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  He  hadn't  produced  his  paper? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  understood  scrutineei-s  were  to  come  in  without  proper  authority  ?— 
A.  Well,  sir,  it  was  the  firet  time  I  had  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  1  wasn't  very 
well  posted  on  it. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Cumniings  see  him  in  there  during  the  day  ? — A.  I  should  think  so. 

Q.  Mr.  Cummings  had  a  list  of  voters  before  him,  a  list  of  electors  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir,  I  had  the  list. 

Q.  You  had  a  list  and  he  hadn't  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  you  knew  well  enough  Dancy  was  not  an  elector? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  that  was  generally  known? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  come  in  bofore  McEvoy  went? — A.  I  could  not 
say,  sir. 

Q.  Can't  say  f — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  one  or  more  times? — A,  Well,  I  think  he  was  in  pretty  nDUch  all  the 
time. 

Q.  After  McEvoy  left? — A.  Yes,  but  he  was  in  the  rest  of  the  time. 

Q.  His  business  outside  was  getting  electors  up  to  vote  ? — A.  That  is  what  I 
thought. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  you  didn't  put  this  authority  which  Dancy  produced  in  die 
envelope  with  the  other  authorities? — A.  I  think,  sir,  I  forgot 

Q.  You  think  you  forgot? — A.  Yes,  I  don't  remember  anything  more  till  I 
heard  of  it  being  here. 

Q.  You  did  not  intend  to  leave  it  out  ? — A.  No,  sir,  we  were  in  a  hurry  to 
close  up. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  There  were  quite  a  number  of  people  there  besides  Dancy  all  day,  quite  a 
number  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden  (Halifax)  : 

Q.  People  who  were  not  electors? — A.  There  might  have  been  one  or  two, 

Q.  Can  you  name  any  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  rooom  ? — A.  A  young  fellow,  Fi-ank  Allan. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  there  ?^A.  He  came  in  for  a  few  minates  and  went  out 

Q.  Was  he  doing  any  political  work  outside? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 
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Q.  Bat  yoa  did  understand  Dancy  was  doing  politioal  work  outside? — A. 
Well,  nir,  I  could  not  say  that  either. 

Q.  Didn't  you  believe  it  at  the  time  ? — Well,  I  thought  so. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Tobin,  there  looms  up  here  another  gentleman  that  wasn*t  spoken 
of  before,  James  Ghisholm? — A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was. 

Q.  Was  he  sworn  ? — ^A.  Ho  signed  that  the  same  as  the  rest  of  them. 

Q.  fint  was  he  sworn  ?  -A.  Ee  signed  the  same  as  the  rest. 

Q.  Answer  my  question,  was  he  sworn  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Another  thing  I  will  call  your  attention  to,  here  is  a  statement  made  oat  on 
page  26  of  this ;  just  please  look  at  that  (the  poll  book  for  No.  4  division)  ? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Now,  look  at  Mr.  Cummings'  signature  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  IHd  he  swear  to  that  before  you  ? — ^A.  He  simply  signed  it. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  to  that  before  you? — A.  He  did  not,  sir. 


I  Q.  But  you  see  where  you  have  sworn  he  did  swear  to  it  before  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

I  Q.  Do  you  think  that  you  were,  as  an  ofScer  appointed  by  law  to  conduct  the 

election  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q. justified  to  falsify  that  way  ? 

Sir  Jjouis  Davis  objected. 

Q.  This  certificate  of  yours  is  false.  That  is  this  certificate? — A. .According, 
that  is  without  swearing. 

Q.  You  needn't  mind  about  according  to  anything.  I  ask  you  if  this  certificate 
of  yours  is  not  false  ? — A.  It  must  be  according  to  that. 

Q.  Not  as  a  matter  of  inference,  but  is  it  false  or  true? — A.  I  understood  when 
it  was  signed,  it  was  the  same  as  an  oath. 

Q.  You  understood? — A.  Yes,  sir,  at  least  that  is  what  I  thought. 

Q.  Well,  now,  take  this  lower  one,  don't  you  know  what  "  being  sworn  "  means, 
or  **  being  affirmed  "  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  know  what  the  taking  of  an  oath  means?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  does  it  mean  ? — A.  To  be  sworn. 

Q.  Just  tell  us  what  being  sworn  means.  You  take  an  oath  on  the  Bible,  do 
you?— A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  And  what  does  *'  affirm  "  mean  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  exactly  explain  the  word. 

Q.  You  can't  explain  it.  So  that  as  far  as  this  certificate  goes,  you  certify  it  was 
Bworn  to  before  you,  and  yet  you  tell  us  you  understood  the  terms  "  sworn  to " 
means  to  take  an  oath  upon  the  Bible,  and  with  a  full  knowledge  of  that  fact,  you 
append  that  signature  tnere  to  the  certificate,  that  that  man  swore  to  that  before. 
l«ow,  sir,  can  you  make  answer  to  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  when  you  subscribe  your  namo  to  that  certificate  you  knowingly 
subscribed  your  name  to  what  you  know  is  untrue  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  iMd  you  not  know  then  what  to  be  sworn  meant? — A.  I  understand  that  to 
"affirm"  was  an  oath. 

Q.  Did  you  not  understand  at  that  time  what  the  word  '^  sworn  "  meant  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  know  it  meant  taking  your  oath  on  the  Bible?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  always  know  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  it  for  yourself? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Look  here,  "sworn  to  before  me",  that  means  the  man  took  the  oath  on  the 
Bible  before  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  see. 

Q.  At  that  time,  when  you  put  your  signature  to  that  certificate  did  you  know- 
ingly put  your  signature  to  what  you  thought  to  be  untrue? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Oin  you  explain  that  away? — A.  I  understood,  I  thought  it  was  the  8a« 
an  oath.    I  didn't  think  it  was  necessary  in  a  case  like  that  to  take  an  oath  < 
Bible,  if  I  had  I  would  have  seen  that  it  was  done. 

Q.  Another  thing— Dancy  was  there,  Mr.  Tobin,  acting  as  ar 
time  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  When  Mr.  Danoy  was  there,  did  he  come  to  consult  your  register  here  of  the 
people  who  had  voted  ? — A.  He  had  a  look  at  my  book  two  or  three  times. 

Q.  He  looked  at  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  allowed  him  to  make  any  memoranda  he  wished  from  it  7 — A.  As  long 
as  he  didn't  make  any  marks  on  the  book. 

Q.  You  allowed  him  to  make  memoranda? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  know  that  in  doing  that  you  wei*e  violating  the  law? — ^A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  If  it  is  necessary  for  you  to  be  sworn  or  to  make  an  a£SrmatioD  before  yoa 
acted  as  poll  clerk,  the  law  was  not  complied  with  ? — A.  I  thought  it  was  when  I 
signed  it. 

Q.  You  took  no  oath  or  made  an  affirmation  ? — A.  No,  I  simply  signed  it. 

Q.  Neither  one  of  the  agents  took  an  oath  or  made  affirmation  as  provided  by 
law  to  do? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  matter  was  closed  up,  you  did  not  administer  an  oath  as  the  law 
required  you  to  do  to  Mr.  Cummings  or  take  an  oath  yourself? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits  : 

Q.  Whether  you  took  a  formal  oath  on  that  occasion  or  not,  I  asked  you  if  yon 
will  swear  if  everything  was  done  in  order  as  far  as  you  know,  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  wrong-doing  committed  at  that  poll  that  3  ou  know  of,  of  any 
kind  or  description  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  McAlister  : 

Q.  Did  you  ever  take  an  oath  before  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  never  did  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  never  swore  on  a  Bible  before  you  took  the  oath  here  ? — A.  Well,  I 
have,  I  belonged  to  the  volunteers. 

Q.  You  belonged  to  the  volunteers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  know  that  in  orHer  to  take  an  oath  you  had  to  be  Bwom  on  the 
Bible  ?— A.  I  did  it  there. 

Q.  How  was  it  that  it  didn't  occur  to  you  that  it  was  necessary  1.0  do  so  heie  ?- 
A.  I  simply  thought  this  form  was  sufficient. 

Witness  discharged. 


Herbsrt  Morris  called  and  sworn. 


By  Mr.  Powell ; 


Q.  I  will  put  in  the  poll  book  for  No.  2  Division,  Golborne,  marked  Exhibit  13. 
Mr.  Morris,  you  acted  as  poll  clerk,  I  believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Or  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  That  is  for  district  No.  2,  Township  of  Golborne  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  ?  Did  you  take  an  oath  of  office  before  commencing  ?— A. 
No,  sir,  I  just  signed  the  paper  in  the  poll  book. 

Q.  You  just  signed  the  paper  and  no  one  witnessed  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  positive,  Mr.  Morris,  that  you  did  not  take  an  oath  of  office  ?— A. 
No,  sir,  I  thought  signing  the  book  was  the  same. 

Q.  Just  look  at  that  first  page.  Do  you  see  the  scrutineer  subscribed  to  tbe 
oath  ?    That  is  your  signature,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Herbert  Morris  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  YoQ  thought  merely  ligoing  of  it  was  taking  the  oath  ? — A.  I  thought  it 
was  eqaivalent  to  it. 

Q.  That  is,  that  it  might  have  the  same  force  and  efiect  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Bot  yon  knew  well  enough  that  it  wasn't  an  oath  7 — A.  Weil,  Mr.  Sands  told 
me  it  wasn't  necessary. 

Q.  Oh,  Mr.  Sands  told  you.  I  wish  you  to  be  particular  about  that.  Are  you 
sure  Mr.  Sands  told  you  it  was  not  necessary  to  swear  them  7 — A.  That  it  wasn't 
necessary,  to  sign  them,  he  told  me  to  sign  my  name.    That's  all  he  told  me  to  do. 

Q.  And  you  said  a  moment  ago  he  told  you  nothing  further  was  necessary  ? — 
A.  I  wouldn't  positively  say  that  he  did. 

Q.  Or  words  to  that  effect  ? — A.  It  runs  in  my  mind  that  he  said  .something  like 
that. 

Q.  That  is  your  recollection.  And  that  is  the  signature  at  the  foot  of  the  page 
of  Mr.  Sauds  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  returning  officer  for  the  county  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  let  U8  understand  it.  Mr.  Sands,  the  returning  officer  of  the  county, 
personally  had  you  before  him,  got  you  to  i^ubscribe  to  the  oath  and  never  admin- 
istered the  oath  to  you.     That  U  correct,  isn't  it? — A.  Yes,  sir,  if  I  understand  it. 

Q.  At  that  particular  time  the  returning  officer,  Mr.  Sands,  gave  you  this  polling 
book,  did  he  not? — A,  Yes, sir. 

Q.  He  also  gave  you  directions  as  to  the  mode  of  conducting  the  election,  didn't 
he? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  gave  yow  the  paper  with  directions  in  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  paper  contained  your  duty  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it? — A.  I  read  all  I  had  time  for. 

Q.  You  didn't  read  the  whole  of  it  ? — A.  There  were  parts  of  it  I  did  not  read, 

Q.  Did  it  not  strike  you  a  little  peculiar  that  you  were  exercising  a  public  trust, 
when  conducting  the  election,  and  you  didn't  read  over  the  paper  of  instruction  ? — 
A.  Yon  mean  this  law  book  ? 

Q.  No,  beside  the  lawbook,  wasn't  there  a  sheet  of  instruction  ? — A.  I  read  the 
sheet.     I  understood  you  meant  the  book. 

Q.  Now,  after  you  got  the  poll  book,  we  will  not  trouble  you  any  further  until 
the  election  on  the  morning  you  went  to  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Opened  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  say  you  had  some  agents  before  you?  You  had  Herbert  Robertson, 
agent  for  Robert  Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  subscribed  a  declaration,  didn't  he  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  on  page  4.    I  will  just  read  that : 

*' I,  the  undersigned  Herbert  Robertson,  agent  for  (or)  elector  representing 
*'  Robert  Holmes,  one  of  the  candidates  at  the  election  now  pending  for  the  electoral 
*' district  of  West  Huron,  Colborne  township,  solemnly  swear  (or)  affirm  that  1  will 
"keep  secret  the  names  of  the  candidates  for  whom  any  of  the  voters  at  the  polling 
"  station  in  the  polling  district  No.  2  marks  his  ballot  paper  in  my  presence  at  this 
''  election.    So  help  me  God. 

*' HERBERT  ROBERTSON. 

**  Sworn  (or)  affirmed  before  me,  at  Saltfoi-d,  this  21st  day  of  February,  1899. 

"  HERBERT  MORRIS, 

"  Deputy Betuming  Officer" 

That  oath  never  was  administered  to  him  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  Bh  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  it  on  the  Bible?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  had  a  Bible  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  you  swore  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Afterwards  about  Benjamin  Dodd.    Was  he  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  On  the  Bible  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 
2—19 
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Q.  I  have  a  third.  Mr.  P.  J.  McBwen,  agent  for  Bobert  McLean.  He  was 
•Bworn,  was  he  ? — A.  Yes,  air. 

Q.  And  alho  W^illiam  Sjmmonds,  he  was  sworn,  was  ho  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  your  poll  clerk  hworn  too? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  was  uoi?  Why  did  yon  not  swear  him? — A.  1  took  him  to  be  an 
honest  enough  man  who  didn't  need  to  be  sworn.  He  signed  a  declaration  at  my 
house  a  night  or  two  before  the  poll. 

Q.  It  never  was  bworn  to? — A.  No,  sir,  he  just  signed  his  name. 

Q.  You  knew  at  the  time  that  it  was  rather  a  neglect  of  duty,  didn't  you?— A 
I  oan't  hardly  say  I  did,  all  the  more  since  they  didn't  bwear  me. 

Q.  Now,  mark  you,  yoo  yourself  knew  that  your  oath  of  office — had  you  deemed 
ityourdu^yto  see  that  the  election  law  was  carried  out  and  the  election  law 
observed,  and  well  knowing  that  was  your  duty,  you  did  not  swear  the^^e  men? 
What  answer  do  you  say  to  that  ?  You  did  not  swear  him,  knowing  it  was  yonr 
duty  to  have  hWorn  him? — A.  It  was  my  duty  to  bwear  him  or  affirm. 

Q.  And  you  neglected  your  duty  ?— A.  I  suppose  I  did. 

Q.  Knowingly  ? — A.  In  that  particular. 

Q.  In  that  particular  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  People  came  in  to  vote  on  that  occasion,  and  this  is  a  list  of  the  voters.  Ib 
is  not  7  Pages  8,  9,  10,  I  think,  and  page  11  (Exhibit  13)  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  people  voted? — A.  Eighty-seven, 

Q.  Eighty-seven  voted  altogether?  Yes.  Now  be  good  enough  to  turn  back  to 
your  analysis  of  the  vote  at  the  back  of  the  book  where  you  certify  to  the  number 
of  ballottt  you  receive,  the  number  you  return,  the  number  for  Holmes,  the  numberfor 
McLean  and  the  number  of  spoiled  ballots  ?->  A.  Thirty-eight. 

Q.  Thirty-eight  what?— A.  Thirty-eight  votes  polled. 

Q.  Thirty-eight  for  whoiu  ?— A.  Thirty-eight  for  both  of  them. 

Q.  You  must  be  mistaken.  Look  carefully  ?— A.  Holmes  37,  McLean  49,  and  1 
rejectod. 

Q.  Now  look  again,  and  see  how  many  ballots  you  got  from  the  returning  officer 
in  the  first  place? — A.  One  hundred  and  twenty -five. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  from  him.  Did  you  coniit  them? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  made  sure  you  were  correct  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  had  125  to  account  for.  How  do  you  account  for  them,  49  for  Mr. 
McLean  ?—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Thirty-seven  for  Holmes  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  one  rejected  ballot  ? — A.  One  rejected. 

Q.  And  how  many  returned  ?  It  is  right  on  the  faoe  of  your  doonment  there, 
thirty-eight,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Thirty-eight. 

Q.  And  that  accounts  exactly  for  the  ballots  you  received  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Morris,  this  is  the  list  or  the  remains  of  the  package  of  ballots  yon 
ceived  from  the  returning  officer,  in  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Just  look  at  the  memorandum.  What  memorandum  is  on  it?— A.  Na2, 
Colborne. 

Q.  No.  2,  Colborne?— A.  No.  2,  Colborne,  126. 

Q.  That  means  that  there  were  125  ballots  in  that  packacce? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  just  look  at  these  ballots  as  I  pass  them  over.  When  I  am  showing  the 
ballots  from  the  package  returned  '^  Bobert  Holmes  "  just  look  at  the  back.  These 
are  your  initials,  are  they  not  ? — A.  Yes  sir. 

Q.  These  are  your  initials  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  These  are  your  initialR  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  those  are  not,  are  they  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  These  are  not  youi*s,  are  they  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Now,  just  give  me  back  that  one.  Murk  this  ballot,  please,  Mr.  Chairman, 
it  will  be  No.  14. 

(Ballot  filed  and  marked  Exhibit  14.) 

Q.  Now,  if  yoa  will,  hastily — you  are  positive  that  is  not  your  signature  on 
this  ?    No ;  not  on  this.    That  is  clear  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  look  at  the  others,  and  see  if  they  are  not  all  yours?  They  are  all 
yoars,  are  thev  not  7 — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  believe  they  are. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Morris,  all  of  the  remaining  thirty-six,  all  of  the  remaining  thirty* 
six  cast  for  Mr.  Holmes  have  your  initials  in  your  own  handwriting  on  the  back  ? — 
A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  feel  certain  that  these  thirty-six  ballots,  that  is  the  ballots  cast  here 
for  Mr.  Holmes,  that  these  thirty-six  ballots  were  given  by  you  to  voters? — A.  Yes, 
air. 

Q.  You  feel  certain  of  that? — A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  precaution,  Mr.  Morris,  to  see  whether  the  voters  gave 
you  back  the  identical  ballots  you  had  given  them? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bid  you  number  ihom  on  the  margin? — A.  On  the  counterfoil  ? 

Q.  Yee. — A.  Yes,  sir;  I  numbered  what  I  tore  off.  There  was  part  of  the 
counterfoil  I  didn't  tear  off. 

Q.  Part  of  the  counterfoil  you  didn't  tear  off.  Now,  let  me  understand  you 
perfectly.  Where  did  you  put  your  number  ? — A.  Well,  no  particular  place  on  the 
counterfoil,  only  on  the  back. 

Q.  Did  you  tear  off  with  the  ballot,  when  you  tore  the  ballot  off,  the  portion  of 
the  counterloil  that  had  the  number  on? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yes.  Then,  when  the  ballot  was  torn  off  that  bundle  or  package,  torn  from 
the  bunch,  it  would  have  upon  it  in  some  place  on  the  counterfoil  a  number  corre- 
Bpor.ding  to  the  number  of  the  voter  who  was  voting.  That  is  correct,  is  it  not  ? — 
A.  I  didn't  number  them  as  the  voter  came  in.  I  didn't  put  any  particular  number 
on. 

Q.  You  didn't?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  you  astonish  me,  Mr.  Morris.  If  a  man  was  the  hundredth  voter, 
didn't  you  put  100  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  3'ou  know  it  was  your  duty  to  do  bo? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  It  was  not  his  duty  ? — A.  As  I  read  the  law  over,  I  did  not  understand  it  to 
be  my  duty. 

Q.  You  didn't?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  you  rei»d  the  law  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  number  did  you  underbtand  it  was  necessary  for  von  to  put  on  the 
counterfoil  ?— A.  Any  particular  mark  at  all  so  I  would  know  that  ballot  when  it 
came  back. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  that  idea  ? — A.  In  the  by-law. 

Q.  Would  you  please  to  show  it  to  us? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  That  part  that  is  underlined  there,  I  think.  Perhaps  you  had  better  read 
it? — A.  '*  He  shall  receive  fwm  the  deputy  returning  officer  a  ballot  paper  on  the 
back  of  which  such  deputy  returning  officer  has  previouslv  placed  his  initials,  so 
placed  that  when  the  ballot  is  folded,  they  can  be  seen  without  opening  it;  and  on 
the  counterfoil  to  which  he  has  placed  a  number  corresponding  to  that  placed 
opposite  the  voters'  name  in  the  poll  book." 

By  Mr,  Povcell : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Morris,  you  did  not  comply  with  the  law  in  putting  the  number 
entered  in  the  poll  book  against  the  voter's  name  upon  the  counterfoil  of  the  ballot. 
You  didn't  do  that  ?— A.  I  didn't  do  that. 
2— 19^ 
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Q.  That  is  all  right.  And  don't  yon  know  that  the  reqairement  of  the  law  is 
that  you  Bhail  identify  the  number  oi  the  ballot  with  the  ballot  of  the  man  who  ia 
voting.  Is  not  that  the  object  of  it? — A.  i  thought  that  you  only  had  to  put  a 
mark  on  the  counterfoil  so  that  when  that  ballot  came  back  and  you  saw  the  same 
mark  on  it,  it  would  be  the  same  ballot. 

Q.  And  you  did  this,  did  you  ? — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  You  ])ut  some  iparticular  mark  so  that  you  identified  the  particular  ballot 
when  the  voter  got  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  that  t— A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  And  did  that  every  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  sir,  I  take  a  ballot  from  the  rejected  ballots,  I  will  ask  you  to  look  at 
that  ballot,  sir,  tire  your  initials  forged  on  the  back  of  that,  also  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  initials  are  forged  on  the  back  of  that  ballot,  and  that  is  the  reason, 
Mr.  Morris,  that  yon  rejected  that  ballot,  because  your  initials  were  forged  on  it  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  one  of  the  scrutineers  called  your  attention  to  the  ballot  ? — A.  None 
of  them. 

Q.  None  of  the  scrutineers  called  attention  to  it  ? — A.  I  saw  it  myself. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  positively  thnt  none  of  them  called  your  attention  to  this? 
— A.  Not  before  I  rejected  it. 

(The  ballot  was  put  in  as  Exhibit  14-2.) 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Morris  if  aa  you  swear  positively  you  put  a  mark  upon  each  ballot 
so  that  you  could  identify  it  as  the  ballot  you  had  given  a  particular  voter  how 
does  it  come,  sir,  that  you  passed  thi:^  particular  ballot  through  your  hands  ?— 
A.  Well,  I  cannot  understand  how  I  did, 

Q.  You  cannot  understand  how  you  passed  this  particular  ballot  through  your 
hands  ;  you  have  no  explanation  to  give  of  that  ? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  notwithstanding  the  fact  you  said  you  had  particular  marks  on  the 
counteifoil  so  you  could  identify  the  ballots  you  gave  the  voter  as  you  put  them  in 
the  box  there  were  two  cases  where  ballots  were  passed  into  the  box  which  were 
bogus  ballots,  forged  ballots? — A.  I  would  not  swear  they  were  passed  into  the  box. 

Q.  You  would  not  swear  they  were  passed  into  the  box  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  take  them  out  of  the  box  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  me  you  took  that  ballot  out  of  the  box,  saw  it  was  forged  and 
refused  to  count  it? — A.  I  would  like  to  make  an  explanation. 

Q.  Answer  my  question,  and  go  on  with  the  explanation  ? — A.  I  didn't  say  I 
took  it  out  of  the  box,  I  told  you  that  I  rejected  it  before  any  of  the  other  soroti- 
neei'S  saw  it. 

Q.  Now,  that  is  your  explanation  7 — A.  That  is  not  the  explanation.  I  emptied 
the  ballots  out  after  the  poll  was  closed,  on  to  the  table,  and  the  four  scrutineers  and 
me  were  helping  to  unfold  them  and  put  them  in  piles  for  these  gentlemen,  and  I 
went  over  them  and  looked  at  the  itntials  and  that  was  the  only  one  I  saw;  it  had 
my  initials  on. 

Q.  Now  your  explanation  may  be  satisfactory  to  you,  but  not  to  me.  I  ask  voa 
if  this  forged  ballot  did  not  get  into  the  box;  the  fact  you  saw  another — and  after- 
wards you  give  as  explanation  that  you  turned  this  one  ballot  out  of  the  box  and 
counted  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  Mr.  Morris,  both  these  forged  ballots  got  into  the  box? 
— A.  They  may  have. 

Q.  They  may  have,  but  don't  you  know,  sir  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure,  sir,  they  did. 

Q.  Are  you  not  absolutely  sure  of  the  one  rejected  ? — A.  I  cannot  positively 
swear  it  had  been  in  the  box. 

Q.  If  you  are  not  positively  sure,  look  at  this;  see  how  many  voters  voted,  go 
back  to  the  record  there,  87  people  have  voted,  havn't  they  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  if  you  count  the  rejected  ballot,  these  49  for  Maclean,  and  37  that  are 
given  for  Mr.  Holmes,  and  these  make  the  number  87,  daan't  they? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  how  could  you  explain  it  ? — A.  They  may  possibly  have  been  changed 
while  we  were  unfolding  them  and  laying  them  in  the  pile. 

Q.  They  might  have  at  that  particular  time  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Who  were  there  ? — A.  The  foar  sorntineers  and  the  poll  clerk. 

Q.  The  four  scratineers  and  the  poll  clerk  and  yourself;  any  others? — A.  A 
constable  who  was  standing  back. 

Q.  A  constable  who  was  standing  back  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  all  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  NoWy  sir,  another  thing  that  I  am  going  to  call  yonr  attention  to,  will  you 
look  at  these  ballots  for  Mr.  Holmes,  these  36,  and  then  look  at  this  one  and  see  if 
your  eyes  are  keen  enough  to  see  any  difference,  any  clear  difference  between  these 
two  different  series  of  ballots  ? — A.  A  little  more  ink  on  them  than  there  is  on  some 
of  these. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  difference,  I  don't  think  that  is  the  only  difference,  look 
again,  wonld  yon  glance  your  eye  to  the  right  hand  corner  of  the  forged  ballots,  do 
yon  see  any  mark  on  the  right  hand,  do  yoa  see  any  mark  between  the  disc  and  the 
edge  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now  take  the  others,  what  do  von  find  there  ? — A.  A  white  mark. 

Q.  Now  look  through  and  see  if  that  white  mark  is  not  on  every  ballot  for  Mr. 
Holmes  cast  of  the  remaining  36? — (The  witness  went  through  the  ballots.) 

Q.  Each  one  of  these  36  remaining  ballots  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes  has  a  diagonah 
mark  across  the  right  hand  corner?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  would  you  look  at  the  returned  ballots  and  see  if  that  identical  mark  is 
DDt  on  every  ballot  of  the  unused  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  please  look  over  tho^e  that  are  cast  for  Mr.  McLean  and  see  if 
each  one  of  those  ballots  has  not  got  exactly  the  same  mark,  a  white  streak  diagon- 
ally across  the  right  hand  upper  corner  ? — A.  I  don't  see  any  but  what  has. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  don't  you  see  all  those  cast  for  McLean  have  that  mark  in  the 
opper  right  hand  corner  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  Mr.  Morris  from  looking  at  the  ballots  you  detect  two  fraudulent 
ballots,  two  forged  ballots,  don't  you  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  I  am  asking  now,  you  have  detected  two  forged  ballottt  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  these  ballots  are  marked  for  Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Both  forged ;  they  are  a  different  kind  of  ballot  so  far  as  the  marks  on  them 
are  ooncerned  from  all  the  others  received  from  the  returning  offtcer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Are  they  ballots  which  were  given  by  you  to  the  voters  or  not? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  gave  out  how  many  ballots  you  say  to  voters  altogether? — A.  Eighty- 
seven. 

Q.  And  you  received  how  many  back  of  these  votes  ? — A.  Eighty-eeven 

Q.  How  many  of  these  did  you  receive  back  ? — A.  Eighty-five. 

Q.  Eighty-five  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  sir,  have  yon  had  anything  to  do  with  elections? — ^A.  Never  before. 

Q.  Now  have  you  not  heai^  of  a  trick  to  get  a  genuine  ballot  with  yonr  initials 
oat  of  the  booth  unknown  ? — A.  Not  before  the  election. 

Q.  You  have  not  heard  of  this  trick  before  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  since?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  understand  one  of  the  tricks  of  an  election  is  to  get  a  genuine  ballot 
marked  by  the  deputy  returning  oflcer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  that  ballot  is  taken  outside  the  booth,  is  it  not? — A.  That  is  what 
I  have  heard. 

Q.  It  is  marked  outside  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  given  to  a  voter  going  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  be  takes  that  ballot  in  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  has  it  deposited  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  brings  out  to  the  conspirator  he  is  working  with  a  ballot  to  repeat  the 
operation  marked  with  the  initials  of  the  deputy  returning  ofScer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt,  sir,  but  what  tnat  trick  has  been  played  on  you  ? — A. 
I  have  some. 

Q.  You  are  about  satisfied  that  the  trick  has  been  played  on  you  ? — A.  Well,  I 
am  not  poi^itively  sure  it  was  played  on  me. 

Q.  Oh,  you  could  not  be  positively  sure,  it  is  only  a  matter  of  inference,  but  you 
believe  it  ?— A.  I  have  my  doubts  about  it. 
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Q.  Now,  Bir,  if  that  trick  was  played  it  mast  have  been  by  one  of  Ur.  Holmee' 
men,  they  are  oast  for  Mr.  Holmes  x — A.  I  don't  see  bat  what  it  might  have  been 
one  of  the  others. 

Q.  Yoa  think  it  might  have  been  one  of  the  other  side  ?^  A.  The  other  men 
might  have  played  it. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  anything  about  the  election  preceding  that  in  the  Garrow- 
Beck  election  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  much. 

Q.  Don't  you  remember  that  there  was  a  very  largo  majority  cast  for  Mr.  Beck 
at  that  election  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  the  majority. 

By  Mr, Borden  (^Halifax): 

Q.  Yon  suggest  that  these  ballots  might  have  been  substituted  when  you  took 
them  out  of  the  box,  4o  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  two  forged  ballots,  is  that  what  yoa  suggest  ? — A.  They  might  have 
been. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  many  ballots  you  took  out  of  the  box? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
didn't  count  them. 

Q.  Who  do  you  suspect  of  substituting  them  ? — A.  I  would  likely  suppose  it 
would  be  ono  of  the  scrutineers. 

Q.  One  of  the  scrutineers  for  Holmes? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  That  is,  he  would  mark  ballots  for  Mr.  Holmes  and  put  them  in  place  of 
ballots  marked  for  Mr.  McLean.  Is  that  what  you  mean  ? — A.  He  might  have 
taken  out  ballots  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes,  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  And  put  in  ballots  for  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  Ye8,  they  wouldn't  be  counted. 

Q.  Which  one  of  the  scrutineers  do  you  suspect? — A.  I  do  not  know.  I  would 
not  like  to  say,  for  at  the  time  I  couldn't  suspect  any  one. 

Q.  Did  you  not  have  Capt.  Sullivan  in  that  district  on  that  day  working? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  his  being  there  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  bear  of  his  being  in  that  district  all  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wore  you  surprised  at  the  result  at  this  poll  ? — A.  I  was  a  little. 

Q.  Didn't  you  expect  McLean  would  have  a  larger  majority? — A.  Bather. 

Q.  How  much  larger  ? — A.  I  can't  say,  it  may  be  5  or  6  more. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  the  majority  at  the  previous  local  election  was  28? — 
A.  I  don't  remember  what  it  was. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  whose  initials  these  are  on  that  ballot? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
haven't. 

Q.  Is  there  an  hotel  opposite  the  polling  place? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  one  near  it? — A.  There  is  not  far  from  it. 

Q.  Who  keeps  it  ? — A.  Mr.  Farr  was  keeping  it  at  the  time. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Farr  ?— A.  Michael  Farr  I  think  is  his  name. 

Q.  Is  he  a  brother  of  James  Farr. — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  know  about  Captain  John  Sullivan  being  at  the  hotel  during 
election  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Conducting  operations  from  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  of  it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  tear  off  the  counterfoil  in  any  case  before  giving  a  ballot  to  the 
voter  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  left  the  counterfoil  on  always  ? — A.  Only  those  I  sent  in  withoat  a 
counterfoil. 

Q.  I  don't  understand  you? — A.  There  was  a  part  on  this  pad  which  was  de- 
fective and  I  bent  it  back  and  tore  some  off  them  and  tore  ofif  the  ballot. 

Q.  How  many  ballots  did  you  give  to  voters  without  the  counterfoils  ?— A.  I 
can't  say  now. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  put  numbers  on 
them. 

Q.  Corresponding  to  the  numbers  on  the  poll  book? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Did  you  pat  nnrabers  on  each  ballot  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  pat  the  nmnbero  coosecativoly  ? — A.  No,  Bir. 

Q.  What  nambers  did  you  pat  ? — A.  Jast  whatever  came  into  my  head. 

Q.  Jast  at  raadom  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Goald  yoa  remember  what  namber  yoa  pat  on  them  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  look  at  each  one  and  find  the  same  namberyoa  had  pot  on  them? — 
A.  Ye«,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  foand  the  same  namber  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  each  case? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  in  the  case  of  the  ballots  which  yoa  delivered  withoat  a  ooanterfoil 
what  did  yoa  do  aboat  numbering  them  ? — A.  I  didn't  namber  them  at  all. 

Q.  Yoa  don't  know  how  many  of  them  there  wore? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Whv  didn't  you  take  a  knife  and  oat  the  coanterfoil  off  or  a  portion  of  the 
ooanterfoil?  Yoa  coald  have  done  that  coaldn't  yoa?— A.  I  really  did  not 
think  of  that  at  the  time. 

Q.  Why  wasn't  it  as  easy  to  oat  it  off  as  tear  the  ballot  off? — A.  Well,  I  suppose 
the  whole  of  the  coanterfoil  was  to  be  put  off. 

Q.  Yes,  but  you  see  here  are  two  instances  at  least  in  which  you  have  cut 
the  ballot  off  just  at  the  edge  of  the  counterfoil.  Did  yoa  cut  that  off  or  tear  it  off? 
— ^A.  I  tore  it  off. 

Q.  Why  wasn't  it  jast  as  easy  to  cut  it  off  there? — A.  It  was  more  convenient 
not  to  have  a  counterfoil  on. 

Q.  Why  was  it  more  convenient? — A.  Because  it  was  ready  to  go  into  the  box 
then. 

Q.  How  could  you  identify  it? — A.  By  the  initial. 

Q.  You  thought  this  provision  of  the  law  which  said  there  should  be  a  number 
was  all  nonsense  and  you  needn't  regard  ic  at  all  ? — A.  No,  the  scrutineers  all  told 
me  it  was  not  necessary  to  send  it  in,  and  I  took  their  word  for  it  partly. 

Q.  They  all  said  it  was  not  necessary  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Sir  Louis  JDavies  : 

Q.  That  is  the  scrutineers  for  McLean  as  well  as  for  Mr.  Holm'^s? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  delivered  87  ballots  to  the  different  voters? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  put  your  initials  on  the  bick  of  eighty-seven  ballot  papers  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  found  eighty-seven  ballot  papers  in  the  box  when  you  turned  it 
out  in  the  evening? — A.  Yes,  sir.    There  wore  eighty-five  on  the  table. 

Q.  You  examined  each  one  of  them  to  see  that  your  initials  wore  on  them 
before  counting  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  found  eighty-six  of  them  all  right? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  one  of  them  was  a  spurious  one  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  counted  what  you  believed  to  bo  eighty-six  honest  ballots  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  So  that  at  the  time  you  had  no  saspicions  that  any  ballots  wore  sparious 
except  one? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Your  attention  is  called  to  a  second  one  there  and  you  are  inclined  to  say 
there  are  two  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  That  second  one  escaped  your  attention  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  were  all  examined  by  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  McLean  as  well  as  by 
yourself? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  any  of  the  scrutineers  of  Mr.  McLean  suggest  to  you  that  there  was  a 
second  spurioas  ballot? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yoa  saw  that  here  lor  the  first  time  to-day  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  So  it  must  have  passed  master.  Are  you  satisfied  that  is  a  spurious  "  H  " 
there  ?  The  "  M  "  is  so  indistinct,  ^-ou  can  hardly  see  it  at  all  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  never 
marked  any  only  in  the  middle. 

Q.  You  are  satisfied  that  it  is  not  an  honest  ballot,  and  that  it  had  escaped  your 
attention? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  So  that  the  sum  total  of  the  wrong-doing  that  was  effected  hero  was  the  one 
vote  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Whether  it  was  done  by  a  voter  or  some  other  person,  at  the  time  you 
tnmbled  them  out  on  the  table  for  the  purpose  of  spoiling  the  ballot,  you  do  not 
know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  the  names  of  the  agents  represeutlDg  Mr.  MoLean  at  this  poll  ? 
— A.  Peter  McEwan  and  William  Simraonds. 

Q.  They  both  write,  I  see,  very  well.  Thev  both  write  their  names  very  well? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  thev  are  both  sworn  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  both  attended  there  daring  the  whole  day,  did  they  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Watch  the  voters  patting  their  ballots  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  snppose  you  are  not  the  guilty  man  who  spoiled  this  ballot  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir 

Q.  You  acted  honestly  and  squarely  from  beginning  to  end  ? — A.  As  honestly 
as  I  knew  how. 

Q.  Did  you  give  favour  or  affection  to  one  side  or  another  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  are  a  Liberal  are  you? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  gave  no  affection?  I  see  P.  J.  McEwan  and  William  Simmonds  were 
there.     Do  you  know  these  gentlemen  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  do  they  live  ?--A.  In  Saltford. 

Q.  What  is  their  occupation  ? — A.  Working  in  the  salt  works. 

Q.  They  are  men  working  in  the  salt  works? — ^A.  Yes.  McBwau'a  father  is 
owner  of  the  block. 

Q.  Owner  of  what? — A.  Owner  of  the  salt  block, 

Q.  And  what  does  Simmonds  do  in  the  salt  works  ?— A.  I  think  he  is  a  cooper. 

Q.  Mr.  Herbert  Eobertson  was  one  of  the  agents  for  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q,  Does  he  live  at  Saltford  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  yoa  know  him  before  election  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  where  he  lives  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  am  not  sure.  He  used  to  live 
in  Goderich  when  I  knew  him. 

Q.  How  far  away  from  Goderich  is  this  ? — A.  One  mile. 

Q.  Was  be  living  at  Goderich  at  this  time  ? — A.  I  suppose  he  was. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  ? — A.  Lawyer. 

Q.  Lawyer  ? — A.  Lawyer,  yes. 

Q.  And  the  other  one,  Benjamin  Dodd,  I  suppose,  lives  at  Saltfoi*d  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  McAlister  : 

Q.  Did  you  count  these  ballots  one  by  one  as  you  took  them  out  of  the  box?— 
A.  No,  I  emptied  them  out  on  the  table. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  back  of  each  ballot  as  you  counted  them  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  And  you  detected  one  spurious  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  then  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons, 

TuBSDAT,  l8t  August,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  Chair. 

Inquiry  into  the  last  Dominion  election  in  tlie  West  Riding  of  the  County  of 
Huron  resumed. 

Wm.  Eouqh  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Toronto  ? — A.  I  do,  sir,  yes. 

Q.  In  whose  employ  are  you  ? — A.  The  I).  W.  Thompson  Co. 

Q.  In  what  capacity  ? — A.  I  am  general  manager. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  employ  of  the  company  at  any  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  between  what  dates? — A.  He  commeoced  work  on  the  10th 
April,  1899,  and  the  last  day  he  worked  for  us  was  tbe  12th  of  July,  this  year. 

Q.  He  then  left  your  employment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  his  own  motion  or  did  you  discharge  him  ? — A,  Of  his  own  motion. 

Q.  Was  he  a  good  workman  ? — A.  Yes,  first  class. 

Q.  The  12th  of  July  was  Wednesday,  I  think  ? — A.  Wednesday,  yes. 

Q.  What  day  was  he  paid  T — A,  I  believe  he  was  paid  on  either  Thursday  or 
Friday.     Mr.  Endress  can  tell  better  than  I. 

Q.  That  would  be  on  the  13th  or  14th  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  What  is  your  regular  pay  day  ? — A.  We  pay  up  to  Thursday  night,  but  we 
pay  on  Saturday  at  noon. 

Q.  On  Saturday  you  pay  up  to  the  previous  Thursday  ? — A.  Thursday  night. 

Q.  You  don't  know  where  Mr.  Farr  is  ? — A.  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  You  have  no  information  on  that  subject  ? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  since  he  left  your  employment  ? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Or  heard  (i-om  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  information  as  to  where  he  was  going? — A.  No,  he 
didn't 

Q.  Or  why  he  was  leaving  ?— A.  He  told  me  his  wife  was  in  trouble  about 
something.  I  was  very  busy  at  the  time  and  had  no  time  to  talk  to  him,  as  to  why 
he  was  leaving. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  / 

Q.  What  did  he  say  was  the  reason  for  his  leaving? — A.  He  said  his  wife  was 
in.  I  was  sorry  to  lose  him  ;  he  was  a  good  workman  and  I  would  give  him  work 
again.    I  was  too  busy  to  question  him  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  belonged  before  he  came  to  your  factory  ? — ^A.  I  am 
told  Goderich. 

Q.  You  understand  he  came  from  Groderich  ? — A.  I  understand  so,  yes. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Peter  Endbsss  sworn. 


By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Toronto  Mr.  EndresB  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  whose  employ  ? — A.  The  D.  W.  Thompson  Co. 

Q.  Iq  what  capaoity  ? — A.  Bookkeeper. 

Q.  Is  it  part  of  your  duty  to  pay  off  the  employees  of  the  firm  ? — A.  I  put  up 
all  the  money  for  the  employees. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Farr,  spoken  of  by  the  last  witness  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  remember  the  oooasion  of  his  leaving  the  employment  of  your  firm?— 
A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  on  what  day  of  the  week  he  was  paid  and  on  what  day  of 
the  month  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  on  Thursday  the  13th. 

Q   Your  regular  day  for  paying  off  the  men  is  what  ? — A.  Saturday,  at  noon. 

Q.  Ho  was  paid  then  in  advance  of  the  regular  pay  day  7 — A.  Yes,  sir.  It  wis 
Thursday  morning,  he  wa^  paid. 

Q.  At  his  own  request  was  it  ? — A.  Yes,  he  came  in  and  asked  for  his  wages. 

Q.  Came  in  and  asked  for  his  wages  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  information  as  to  why  he  was  leaving  ? — A.  I  asked 
him  if  he  was  quitting  and  he  said  ''  yes,  I  got  mixed  up  in  the  election  business" 
and  that  was  all  he  said. 

Q.  He  said  be  had  got  mixed  up  in  the  election  business  ? — A.  Yes,  he  didn't 
say  what  election  or  where  or  anything  about  it> 

Q.  Just  that  ho  had  got  mixed  up  in  the  election  business  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  reason  ho  gave  for  quitting  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  information  as  to  were  he  was  going  ?— -A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  since  learned  either  directly  or  indirectiy  as  to  where  he  did  go? 
— A.  I  was  told  he  went  to  Dakota. 

QiiCfition  objected  to  by  Mr.  Sifton. 

Q.  How  did  you  loam  it  ?— A.  I  was  told  by  one  of  the  employees  in  the  factory. 

Q.  What  is  his  name,  what  is  the  name  of  the  employee  ? — A.  Well  it  was  a 
Mr.  Duncan. 

Q.  Mr.  What  ?— A.  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Kidd. 

Q.  what  are  their  first  names  ? — A.  William  Duncan  and  Joseph  Kidd. 

Q.  They  both  gave  you  this  information  ? — A.  Yes,  Mr.  Duncan  told  me  that 
Mr.  Kidd  spoke  to  him  and  had  seen  a  cheque  and  a  ticket. 

Question  objected  lo  by  Mr.  Britton. 

Q.  Mow  you  gave  u«»,the  names  of  these  two  gentlemen,  ;!;hese  two  employees  ? 
— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Mr.  Duncan  and  Mr.  Kidd,  are  they  in  the  employ  of  the  company  at  pre- 
sent ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  they  live  in  Toronto  ? — A.  They  both  live  in  Toronto. 

Q.  How  recently  have  you  acquired  this  information  ? — A.  A  week  ago,  about 
a  week  ago. 

Q.  Have  you  yourself  hoard  from  Mr.  Farr  since  he  left  ? — A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  have  had  no  letter  from  him  ?  Or  communication  of  any  kind?— A. 
No  word  at  all,  no. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  at  present  where  he  is,  except  from  these  reports  ?— A. 
No,  1  do  not. 

Q.  And  from  the  information  which  you  have,  from  the  information  which  you 
have  obtained  with  regard  to  his  whereabouts,  whore  do  you  believe  him  to  be  at 
present  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  where  he  is,  only  from  what  I  have  heard. 
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Q.  I  mean  what  is  your  belief?  Notyoar  knowledge  but  yoar  belief? — A.  I 
should  judge  from  one  of  the  parties  that  told  me  that  he  nad  left  the  country. 

Q.  And  that  he  is  where  now  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton  on  the  ground  that  the  witness 
evidently  did  not  know. 

A.  He  said  he  had  a  ticket  for  Dakota. 

Q.  You  believe  he  is  in  some  part  of  the  United  States  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q  What  was  it  you  said  about  a  ticket  for  Dakota  7 — A.  I  was  toid  he  had  a 
cheque  for  $500  and  a  ticket  for  Dakota. 

Q.  Had  a  cheque  for  $500  and  a  ticket  for  Dakota  ?  That  was  your  informa- 
tion ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Britton.  After  argument  Mr.  Eussell  moved  that 
the  questions  and  answers  be  struck  out.  The  Chairman  ruled  that  the  annwor  waa 
in  before  the  objection  was  taken  and  that  it  would  have  to  remain. 

Witness  discharged. 


Daniel  McGillicuddt  affirmed. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  What  is  your  profession  or  occupation  ? — A.  Journalism.  I  am  a  newspaper 
man. 

Q.  You  are  publisher  of  a  newspaper  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  a  practical  printer  or  not? — A.  I  am  a  practical  printer. 

Q.  Do  you  conduct  a  printing  office  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  a  printing  establishment  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  At  Goderich. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  an  order  from  the  returning  officer  at  the  last  Dominion 
election,  the  by-election,  to  print  ballots  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Did  you  carry  out  that  oi-der  by  printing  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  the  blocks  from  which  they  were  printed  ? — A.  Here  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Can  you  produce  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  do  so? — ^A.  Yes.  That  is  one  block  and  this  is  another  with  the 
type  in. 

Q.  Docs  this  block  contain  the  same  type  from  which  the  ballots  were  printed? 
— A.  Identically  the  same  type  with  the  exception  of  that  X  which  was  pnt  in  after- 
wards. 

Q.  This  block  does  not  contain  any  type  ? — A.  No,  it  was  distributed. 

Q.  But  it  did  have  type  in  it  at  one  time? — A.  Yes,  the  same  face  type  as  that. 

Q.  The  same  face  type  as  that,  but  not  the  same  type  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  used  these  two  dies  in  printing  the  official  ballots? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Just  describe  the  manner  in  wliich  it  is  done  ? — A.  The  two  blocks  were 
locked  np  in  one  forme. 

Q.*  You  might  explain  how  it  is  done? — A.  The  two  blocks  were  put  side  by 
side  and  printed  on  one  forme,  and  when  a  thousand  impressions  had  been  taken  olf 
it  represents  two  thousand  ballots. 

Q.  What  is  the  purpose  of  having  two  dies  instead  of  only  one,  to  save  time 
and  save  press  work  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  to  get  them  off  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  Tben  after  they  were  printed,  the  method  was  ? — A.  To  put  them,  the  ballots, 
under  the  knife,  the  guillotine. 

Q.  You  were  going  on  to  describe  the  method  ;  after  the  imprint  was  taken 
from  the  die  or  off  the  die.     What  was  done  with  it? — A.  What,  the  ballots  ? 
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Q.  Yes. — A.  Well,  supposing  this  was  the  pile  of  ballots  that  had  been  worked 
off  they  would  be  straightened  up  and  then 

Q.  Containing  two  ballots  in  each  piece  ? — A.  Yes,  they  were  double  printed, 
they  were  put  under  the  knife  and  cut  in  the  centre. 

Q.  What  next  would  be  done  with  them  ? — A.  The  next  would  be  to  cut  the 
white  ends  ofiT,  on  either  side  there  would  be  a  margin,  there  would  have  to  be,  and 
the  next  would  be  to  cut  the  margin  off  so  that  the  black  would  appear. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  idea  ? — ^A.  That  is  the  idea. 

Q.  Would  the  knife  always  cut  into  the  black  or  would  it  sometimes  cut  into 
the  white  ?-^  A.  It  would  depend  upon  the  eye  of  the  cutter  and  his  experience  and 
in  the  feeding  in  the  press,  they  are  liable  to  get  a  little  askew. 

Q.  But  these  cutting  machines  have  no  gauge  to  gauge  the  width  of  the  ballots? 
—A.  No,  it  is  a  coarse  job,  it  is  not  very  particular. 

Q.  Would  the  result  be  that  the  ballots  would  come  out  of  an  even  width  or 
varying  in  width? — A.  They  would  vary. 

Q.  They  would  also  come  out  some  of  them  with  black  edges  and  some  with 
white  ? — A.  According  to  the  skill  of  the  man  that  cat  them. 

Q.  Is  that  a  fact? — A.  Certainly,  what  I  observe  of  this  particular  job,  I  was 
not  standing  over  the  job,  but  I  am  speaking  from  my  experience  as  a  newspaper 
man. 

Mr.  Powell  objected  to  this  evidence. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  be  speaking  of  this  particular  job? — A.  Well  I  have  seen 
it  in  other  cases. 

Q.  I  thought  perhaps  you  had  seen  them  when  they  were  packed  up.  How 
many  were  you  ordered  to  print  ? — A.  Six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

Q.  How  many  had  been  printed — did  you  print  the  ballots  for  the  preceding 
provincial  election  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  18  the  Beck-Garrow  election  ?»A.  Yes.  The  two  of  them,  the  Ontario 
general  election  and  the  Ontario  by  election. 

Q.  You  piinted  the  ballots  for  these  two  elections.  How  many  did  you  print  ? 
— A.  Ten  thousand  ordinary  ballots  and  one  thousand  tendered  ballots. 

Q.  Your  instructions  were  to  print  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  how  many  did  you  give  instructions  to  the  printer  to 
strike  off  ? — A.  Six  thousand  five  hundred. 

Q.  What  was  your  object  in  doing  that? — A.  I  thought  that  the  returning 
officer  being  a  new  man  would  be  shj*  on  his  ballots. 

Q.  You  might  use  an  expression  that  we  all  understand,  what  do  you  mean  by 
shy  ? — ^A.  You  don't  understand  that  ?  Well,  I  thought  he  was  cutting  too  close  to 
the  bone  and  that  he  would  not  have  enough.  As  I  had  printed  ten  thousand  just 
two  months  before  for  the  local  election. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 
Q.  In  other  words  he  was  running  too  close? — A.  I  thought  so. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  What  was  the  course  pursued  then  by  your  printei*s  who  actually  did  the 
work?  Who  was  it  made  them  up  into  parcels  and  how  did  he  instruct  you  in 
regard  to  making  up  the  parcels  ? — A.  The  returning  officer  sent  a  list  to  us  of  the 
polling  subdivisions  and  the  number  opposite  each  polling  subdivision. 

Q.  The  number  he  would  require? — A.  Yes.  I  went  to  his  clerk  and  said :  "don't 
you  think  Sands  is  cutting  it  too  fine  in  these  ballots?  "  it  was  the  same  man  who 
was  clerk  in  the  local  election  previously,  and  he  said  ''  I  think  he  is  and  if  I  tad 
the  say  in  it  I  would  get  more,  you  had  better  ask  him  yourself."  I  asked  P*  ul-' 
but  he  didn't  think  he  would  require  any  more. 
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Q.  Mr.  Sands  himself  tbat  is  ?--A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  go  on  ? — A.  When  the  paper  was  oat  we  went  on  and  printed  them. 

Q.  Well,  as  to  the  parcels  he  gave  yoa  a  list  and  the  numbers  that  wo  ild  be 
required  for  each  polling  sabdivision  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  these  parcels  put  up  by  you  ? — A.  None  of  these  were  put  up  by  me. 

Q.  There  were  put  up  in  your  office  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  your  workmen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  were  put  up  in  parcels  for  the  deputy  returning  officers? — A.  No,  for 
the  returning  officer  and  be  passed  ihem  on  to  the  deputies. 

Q.  They  passed  from  your  office  directly  into  the  hands  of  the  returning  officer? 
—A.  Yes,  he  called  for  thera. 

Q.  And  parcelled  them  out  to  the  different  subdivisions  7 — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  have  some  conversation  with  him  about  the  ballots  ?— A.  When  he 
was  going  away  finally  I  said :  **  Are  you  sure  that  you  are  going  to  have  enough 
ballots,  because  the  hundred  and  fifty  that  you  have  ordered  there  over  the  six 
thousand  represent  25  cents  per  hundred,  and  that  is  37^  cents,  and  if  you  want 
more  of  them  we  won't  do  it  for  25  cents  per  hundred,  we  will  want  37J  cents  as  we 
can  do  them  in  quantities  at  that  price  but  not  if  we  have  to  put  them  on  the  preos 
again."    He  said  he  thought  he  had  enough. 

Q.  You  had  some  conversation  about  the  price  ? — A.  Yes.  He  said  you  can 
put  down  38  cents  it  you  like  and  that  is  all  about  that. 

Q.  He  would  allow  you  38  cents,  he  was  going  to  be  handsome.  Well,  now  there 
were  more  ballots  of  course  which  he  did  not  take  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  those  with  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Will  you  give  them  to  me  ? — A.  Yes. 

Ballots  produced  by  witness. 

Q.  These  are  the  three  parcels  which  were  left  over  after  you  bad  made  the 
delivery  to  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  those  all  the  ballots  that  were  left  over  ? — A.  All  that  I  got  that  were 
left  over. 


By  Mr  Stftoni 

Q.  How  many  are  there,  there  ? — A.  I  think  they  are  marked  one  hundred  each, 
they  were  given  to  me  as  hundi-eds. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  That  would  represent  three  hundred? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  men  were  supposed  to  have  delivered  six  thousand  one  hundred 
and  fifty  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  actually  did  deliver  that  number ;  that  would  leave  a  difference  of 
fifty  ? — ^A.  There  is  always  a  certain  amount  of  waste  in  anything  of  that  kind  and 
one  per  cent  of  six  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty  would  represent  sixty-one  and 
that  would  compensate  for  the  difference.  SlTiI 

Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is,  did  you  receive  any  other  ballots  than  those  you 
delivered  to  the  returning  officer  and  these  parcels  from  the  men  who  did  the  work  ? 
-A.  No. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  take  these  ballots — take  this  lot — that  is  one  of  the  parcels 
made  up  and  cut  from  the  machine,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  one  seems  to  have  been  a  little  torn.  It  is  a  pity  I  wanted  to  have  the 
whole  ballot,  however,  1  would  like  you  to  compare  the  front  ballot  with  the  back 
ballot  and  tell  us 

Mr.  BaiTTON — I  would  like  to  have  these  marked  so  that  wo  can  refer  to  thoto 
again. 

Mr.  BusssLL — ^It  is  Exhibit  15 — 1. 
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Q.  The  catter  has  sheared  in  and  the  top  ballots  are  larger  than  the  bottom  and 
the  middle  ones  are  half  way  between  the  top  and  bottom  ? — A.  Tes,  it  goes  in  gra- 
dually. 

Q.  Yon  might  just  tell  us  about  the  stubs,  the  end  of  the  stub,  at  the  stub  end  it 
presents  a  perfectly  plain  or  flush  surface? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  Ton  might  hammer  it  down  on  the  edge  of  the  table  ? — A.  Yes,  it  is  smooth. 

Q.  A  flush  surface.  Suppose  you  were  to  take  one  of  those  off  at  the  part  where 
the  counterfoil  line  is  marked  you  know,  and  then  flt  it  on  to  the  stub  at  the  other 
end  would  it  be  worth  your  while  to  make  that  experiment  and  see  whether  it 
would  fit  the  stub  or  not? — A.  Do  you  want  this  torn  off?  I  don't  catch  what  you 
want,  Mr.  Bussell. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  take  this  one,  which  is  the  top  one  you  see,  cut  it  off  there  as 
if  by  returning  officer  ? — (Witness  did  so.) 

Q.  Now  I  want  you  to  cut  this  one  off  as  it  would  be  by  the  deputy  returning 
officer  in  giving  it  to  the  voter  ? — A.  He  would  cut  it  with  a  straight  edge  I  think 

Q.  He  cut  it  with  a  knife  ? — A.  Cut  it  here,  you  say  ? 

Q.  Yes,  I. want  it  cut  in  the  same  way  as  for  the  voter  ? — A.  Weil,  I  don't  know 
how  it  is,  because  I  didn't  do  any  cutting  for  the  voter. 

The  witness  cut  the  ballot  off. 

The  ballot  cutfrom  the  bottom  of  the  package  was  filed  as  Exhibit  No.  15-1,  the 
ballot  cut  from  the  top  of  the  package  was  filed  as  Exhibit  No.  15-2,  and  the  package 
itbelf  was  filed  as  Exhibit  No.  15-3. 

Q.  Now  I  want  j^ou  to  take  this  and  see  if  it  will  fit  on  to  that  stub  ? — A.  No, 
there  is  nearly  one  sixteenth  or  one  thirty-second  of  a  difference. 

Q.  It  won't  fit  on  the  stub  and  it  won't  compare  with  the  ballot  either,  will  it? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  It  will  overliiy  it  by  running  from  one-sixteenth  to  one  thirty-second  of  an 
inch  ? — A.  Yes,  it  certainty  overlaps. 

Q.  Compare  it  with  the  stubs  ? — A.  That  is  all  right,  it  does  not  catch  it. 

Q.  When  it  is  drawn  in  to  the  stub  it  does  not  fit? — A.  No,  it  does  not  fit  that 
stub. 

Q.  It  was  the  ballot  that  I  took  from  the  top  of  the  pile  wasn't  it,  and  compared 
with  the  stub  of  ihe  ballot  from  the  bottom  of  the  pile  ? — A^  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  appears  to  be,  you  say,  about  one-sixteenth  of  an  inch  wider? — A. 
One-thirty  second  at  any  rate. 

Q.  First  of  all  it  does  not  fit  the  stub  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  is  still  wider  at  the  other  end  of  the  ballot  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Because  it  spreads  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  of  coui'se  you  don't  know  whether  the  same  would  be  substantially 
true  if  we  were  to  take  say  a  dozen  of  these  ballots  from  the  top  and  fit  them  to  the 
bottom  ballots  or  not  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  would  be  equally  true  unless  it 
was  tried,  but  it  looks  as  if  it  would  be  true  because  there  is  quite  a  sheer-off  down 
here  towards  the  bottom. 

Q.  Of  these  three  packages,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  can  you  toll  us  whether  they  all 
came  off  the  same  die  or  whether  they  are  some  off  one  and  some  off  another  ? — A. 
These  two  are  the  same.     (Exhibits  Nos.  15-3  and  15-4.) 

Q.  15-3  and  15*4;  your  statement  is  these  are  from  the  same  die  and  both  alike  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  From  the  same  die  ? — A.  From  the  same  block, 
filock  identified  and  put  in  as  Exhibit  15-6. 

By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  Now,  this  package  (Exhibit  No.  15-5)  that  is  taken  off  this  block.  (Exhibit 
No.  15-7.)    Is  that  correct? — A.  Yes,  outside  of  that  <<  X  "  of  course. 
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Q.  YoQ  have  not  examined  those  carefully,  I  sappose,  or  Qounted  them  ? — A.  I 
never  looked  at  them  after  putting  them  in  my  drawer  but  once,  from  the  time  they 
were  printed  till  I  got  them  to  bring  down  here. 

Q.  Thoy  were  put  up  in  parcels  containing  each  100? — A.  One  hundred  is 
marked  on  them. 

Q.  And  you  take  them  to  be  each  one  hundred  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  have  not  counted  them  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  might  look  at  these  ballots;  these  are  the  fourteen.  (Series  3,  one  to 
fourteen.)  Can  you  tell  me  which  of  these  dies  these  ballots  came  from,  Mr. 
IfcGillicuddy  ? — A.  I  am  looking  through  the  whole  of  them  to  see  if  they  are 
alike.     They  came  off  that  die,  that  block.     (Exhibit  No.  15-6.) 

Q.  I  suppose  you  know  that  by  this  mark  ? — A.  That  is  the  block  they  came  off 
from, 

Q.  Well,  these  would  be  the  same  as  that  bundle  (Exhibit  No.  15-4),  I  suppose? 
A.  They  are  printed  from  the  same  block. 

Q.  These  ballots,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  thoy  ai'e  called  series  3,  1  to  14,  the  14 
ballots  that  were  spoken  of  early  in  the  investigation,  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes, 
which  were  described  sometimes  as  the  so-called  '*  bogus  ballots,"  you  say  came  off 
the  same  die  as  the  200  or  300  that  you  brought  here  this  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Namely  the  die  15-6  ?— A.  They  came  off  that  block. 

Q.  That  block  marked  15-6?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  imprint,  you  say,  is  precisely  similar  to  the  imprint  on  this  bundle 
of  ballots,  this  100? — A.  Yes.    It  varies  according  to  the  ink. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  the  ink.  I  am  speaking  about  the  impression.  I  can 
tell  although  not  an  expert,  that  they  vary  in  respect  to  the  print? — A.  That  is  the 
result  of  the  ink  not  getting  distributed  properly.  The  better  it  is  distributed  the 
better  it  prints. 

Q.  Wore  there  sometimes  or  do  you  happen  to  know  whether  there  were  or  not 
sometimes  ballots  of  this  imprint  and  this  imprint  packed  in  the  same  pad? — A. 
Oh,  yes. 

Q.  I  didn't  suppose  yen  examined  close  enough  to  know? — A.  Yes,  there  were. 

Q.  There  were  sometimes  ballots  of  one  kind  packed  in  the  same  pad  with 
ballots  of  another  kind  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Those  are  the  unnsed  ballots  from  polling  division  Ck)lborne,  No.  1.  I  want 
yon  to  examine  these  and  tell  me  if  you  find  both  kinds  on  the  same  pad  ? — A.  These 
are  the  unused. 

Q.  The  unused,  yes? — A.  Did  they  come  back  in  this  shape? 

Q.  They  did.— A.  The  staple  is  run  in  the  wrong  place,  some  of  them  are  upside 
down. 

Q.  I  want  you  just  to  look  over  them  and  say  if  they  are  all  alike  ? — ^A.  No, 
these  are  different. 

Q.  Count  those  that  you  are  now  handling  with  the  other  one  beside  it  ? — A. 
Nine,  ten. 

Q.  You  count  ten  ballots  in  that  bundle  that  are  taken  off  the  sanre  bundle  you 
hold  in  your  hand  ? — A.  These  are  printed  off  that. 

Q.  In  Colbome,  No.  l,that  is  the  unused  ballots  in  No.  l,you  find  consist  of  two 
kinds  on  the  same  pad  ? — A.  This  and  this. 

Q.  Ten  on  die  15-6  and  the  balance  on  the  other  die.  Is  that  correct? — A. 
That  is  correct. 

Q.  That  is  Colbome,  No.  1  ?--A.  Ten  ballots  on  die  15-6. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  you  might  look  at  these  ballots  which  are  the 
balance  of  the  ballots  used  in  Colbome,  No.  4  district,  we  are  dealing  with  that,  and 
tell  us  which  die  they  are  from  ? — ^A.  These  appear  to  me  to  be  all  from  one  block 

By  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton  : 
Q.  What  did  you  say? — A.  These  appear  to  me  to  be  all  from  one  block. 

ByJUr.BumU: 
Q.  From  15-7  ? — A.  From  the  one  with  the  type  in  it,  that  is  the  one. 
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Q.  Will  yon  tell  as,  did  you  always  use  or  did  yoa  not  aso  the  same  paper 
throQghont  in  printing  the  ballots  ? — A.  The  yoang  man  started  on  that  lighter 
paper,  and  I  told  him  the  next  time  he  cat  the  paper  to  change  it. 

By  Bon.  Mr.  Siftan  : 

Q.  Mr.  McGillicnddy,  yoa  say  you  took  the  two  blocks  and  they  printed  like 
that,  passing  in  the  case  like  that  ? — A.  Yes,  passing  in  the  forme. 

Q.  That  being  the  case  there  woald  be  an  equal  number  of  each  kind  of  the 
ballots  printed  ? — A.  Yes,  unless  anything  happened  to  one  of  the  blocks  that  the 
type  would  drop  out  or  get  pied,  and  then  they  would  run  through  with  one  block, 
they  would  not  wait  to  put  in  the  type.. 

Q.  Do  you  'know  that  or  do  you  not? — A.  I  do  not  know,  but  they  certainly 
would  not  stop  the  press  till  they  put  the  type  in,  but  would  keep  printing  them  off. 

Q.  After  the  ballots  were  printed  was  any  effort  made  to  keep  the  two  kinds 
separate? — A.  After  they  were  printed  we  put  them  through  the  cutting  machine. 

Q.  Was  any  effort  made  to  keep  the  kind  printed  off  this  die  separate  and 
have  them  bound  in  packs  separately,  and  the  kind  off  this  bound  separately? — 
A.  As  far  as  possible.  For  instance,  theie  would  be  500  cut  and  then  they  woald 
be  put  there;  500  would  be  put  there,  and  500  there.  Then  in  counting  ap 
100 — they  are  not  as  particular  as  counting  notes  in  a  bank — the  boys  get  a  hundred, 
and  when  they  want  to  get  a  hundred  they  take  them  off  the  next  one,  and  there 
are  two  hundred  and  there  may  be  a  residuum,  and  when  they  come-down  to  less 
than  a  hundred  they  will  not  use  it  but  will  commence  on  the  other' pile  for  the 
hundred,  and  when  they  want  to  make  up  25  or  50  they  will  take  it  off  this  residue. 

Q.  And  that  explains  I  suppose  the  way  the  two  are  here  on  the  same  pad  ? — 
A.  Yes«  that  is  how  they  get  mixed. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  In  parcelling  them  out  is  it  the  practice  to  count  one  lot  and  then  measure 
the  other  with  them  or  to  count  each  lot  throughout  ?— A.  It  is  very  common  for 
the  boys  to  divide  it  and  measure  by  the  first  hundred. 

Q.  Placing  them  together  and  measuring  the  piles  ? — ^A.  They  are  in  for  every 
labour  saving  device. 

Q.  Putting  them  side  by  side  and  guessing  from  the  thickness  instead  of 
counting  each  Tot  as  they  would  if  they  were  bank  notes  ?— A.  Yes  ;  that  is  the 
idea  that  the  boys  work  on. 

Q.  In  that  case  would  they  or  would  they  not,  is  it  the  practice  or  is  it  not  the 
practice,  to  allow  a  margin  for  safety  ? — A.  Oh  yes,  there  is  always  more  or  lees 
waste  in  printing,  no  matter  how  careful  you  are. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Mr.  McGillieuddy  you  have  a  foreman,  I  suppose,  that  attends  to  the  job 
printing  department  ? — A.  Yes,  usnally. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  personally  to  the  printing  of  these  ballots  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  attend  peraonally  to  the  collecting  of  them  into  pads  ?— A.  No,  bot 
my  foreman  was  ill  at  the  time. 

Q.  I  have  no  desire  at  all  to  prevent  you  making  explanations  but  I  would 
rather  you  answer  my  questions  first.  Yon  did  not  personally  superintend  the 
gathering  of  these  ballots  into  pads  ? — A.  I  gave  instructions  to  the  boys  and  saw 
them  do  it. 

Q.  Did  yon  personally  superintend  the  placing  of  these  ballots  into  pads  ? — 
A.  I  told  them  what  to  do  and  saw  them  do  it. 

Q.  You  saw  them  do  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  They  counted  them  before  you,  I  suppose  in  your  presence  ? — A.  Not  alwaySy 
I  couldn't  hd  standing  over  them. 
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Q.  They  could  be  in  your  preseace  and  yoa  not  standing  over  them.  Were 
yon  in  the  same  room  where  thebe  boys  were  making  their  count? — A.  Only  a  part 
of  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  pee  them  count  any  of  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  atty  recollection  of  seeing  the  buHots  counted  there  ? — A.  No,  I 
have  not. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  make  their  estimates  of  the  ballots  by  the  thickness  of 
the  pad  in  this  case  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  did  not?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  know  whether  it  was  done  or  not  in  this  case  ? — A.  I  know 
it  was  usually  done. 

Q.  Answer  my  question.  Do  you  know  whether  in  this  instance  or  not  they 
made  any  estimation  or  whether  they  actually  counted  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  know  the  nature  of  an  oath  don't  you  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  1  know  that. 

Q.  And  you  know  that  you  can  only  testify  to  what  you  know  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  respect  to  the  evidence  you  gave  to  Mr.  Busseli  isn't  there  very  little 
of  it  indeed  that  you  know  personally  about  ? — A.  There  is  not  a  great  deal. 

Q.  And  you  have  been  drawing  on  your  belief  as  to  the  general  practice  in 
respect  to  the  great  bulk  of  the  evidence  given  to  Mr.  Busseli  ? — A.  No,  on  what  I 
aaw  going  tackwards  and  forwards. 

Q.  You  have  spoken,  you  have  told  it,  that  in  several  cases  there  were  parts  of 
a  pad  made  up  of  ballots  printed  irom  different  blocks  or  diffvrent  dies.  Is  that 
correct  ? — A.  Did  I  which  ? 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  tell  Mr.  Eu^sell  that  in  several  cases  pads  were  made' 
op  from  ballots  printed  on  different  dies  ? — A.  Two  sets  of  ballots  in  one  pad,  is 
that  it  ? 

Q.  In  one  pad  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  i<*  correct  is  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that  personally  f — A.  I  have  seen  them  here  since  I  came 
here. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  answer  my  question.  I  am  not  asking  you  what  you  saw 
here  but  will  you  on  your  oath  swear  that  these  boys  put  up  a  solitary  pad  with 
ballots,  selected  from  two  dies  ? — A.  No,  I  won't  swear  that  isaw  it  done. 

Q.  I  thought  not,  and  the  only  reason  you  have  for  making  such  statement  as 
that  is  in  so  far  as  you  remember  from  the  pad  in  evidence  and  shown  you  ? — A. 
From  the  custom  in  the  printing  office  and  from  my  instructions. 

Q.  I  thought  you  told  me  a  moment  ago  you  have  seen  these  pads  here  ? — A. 
Yes,  I  have  seen  them  here. 

Q.  And  two  separate  kinds  of  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  only  instance  in  which  you  remember  having  this  done  in 
this  particular  case  ? — A.  I  certainly  recollect  what  I  saw  here  a  little  while  ago. 

Q.  Now  I  am  going  to  show  you  these  ballots  i^ain ;  these  are  Golborne  No.  1. 
Now,  Mr.  McGillicudy,  we  will  take  these  two  divisions,  now  look  at  them.  These 
are  two  divisions  from  Golborne  No.  1.  I  ask  you  to  look  at  it  as  carefully  and 
critically  as  an  experienced  printer  and  look  at  it  as  if  it  were  a  serious  question 
of  identity.  Now,  look  at  these,  is  there  anything  about  this  series  of  ballots  that  I 
hold  in  my  left  hand  which  suggested  to  your  mind  that  the  originals  were  from 
two  separate  pads  ?    Now  look  at  them,  sir,  and  tell  me? — A.  I  can't  see  anything. 

Q.  Well,  may  be  I  can  see  something?  Didn't  you  notice  when  these  ballots 
were  produced  to  you  that  they  are  irregularly  placed  in  the  pad  when  Mr.  Busseli 
hand^  them  to  you,  did  you  notice  that  they  were  irregularly  placed  in  the  pad  ? — 
A.  I  noticed  they  were  turned  end  for  end  some  of  them. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  McGillicudy,  will  you  please  look  at  that;  hold  it  up  to  the  light 
and  see  if  you  do  not  notice  a  new  series  of  marks  of  a  different  staple  altogether  on 
theiA  at  the  end  where  the  staple  goes  on  ? — A.  The  staples  should  be  on  that  end. 

Q.  Yes,  that  one  is  reversed  ? — A.  Evidently. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  the  mark  of  one  staple  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  of  another  staple  there  ? — A.  Yes. 
2—20 
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Q,  Now  we  will  take  another  one  of  them,  I  will  let  you  see  the  whole  of  them. 
Don't  yoo  see  one  staple  mark  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  don't  you  see  another  staple  below  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  the  same  is  true  of  that  one,  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  there  are  two  sets  of 
holen  there. 

Q.  And  this  one? — A.  Has  two  sots  of  holes. 

Q.  And  that  one?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

(J.  And  that  one  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  that  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  I  have  exhausted  all  these  ballots.  Now,  in  every  one  of  those 
ballots  that  are  not  attached  here,  were  there  holes  evidently  made  by  two  different 
staples,  are  they  not? — A.  I  cannot  say  that,  there  are  two 'sets  of  holes. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  on  your  oath  don't  you  believe  it  likely  that  one  is  just  as  much 
staple  marks  as  the  other  ? — A.  They  certainly  look  like  staple  marks. 

Q.  And  now,  sir,  looking  at  this  again,  don't  you  believe  thoj^e  are  the  remnants 
of  one  pad  that  the  returning  officer  or  someone  else  hab  put  on? — A.  Don't  I  what? 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  now,  from  looking  at  them,  that  these  I  hold  in  my  right 
hand  are  the  remnants  of  what  was  originally  the  pad,  and  that  thd  returning  officer 
or  somebody  else  has  endeavoured  to  put  them  on  this  ? — A.  I  can't  say  that. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  inference,  would  it  not? — A.  Oh,  1  can't  give  you  any 
inferences. 

Q.  But  you  have  given  a  lot  of  inferences  here  to-day? — A.  I  can't  give  yon 
inferences,  you  won't  let  me. 

Q.  Now,  in  your  judgment,  don't  you  consider  that  these  fourteen  or  eleven 
ballots,  whatever  they  are — these  ten  ballots  at  some  time  heretofore  were  on  a  pad 
by  themselves? — A.  And  stapled  on  the  backside? 

Q.  And  stapled  here  ? — A.  Well,  I  can't  understand  why  they  would. 

Q.  I  will  call  your  attention  to  the  very  bend  of  the  staple  ? — A.  But  1  can't  give 
you  any  opinion  about  that. 

•  Q.  Answer  me  that  question.  Don't  you  believe  these  ten  ballots  were  at  some 
time  before  to-day  stapled  together  in  these  lower  holes? — A.  I  can't  have  any 
opinion  on  that. 

Q.  But  don't  you  believe  that  they  were  ? — A.  I  can't  have  an  opinion  about  that 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  it? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  Isn't  that  evidently  a  staple  mark  there? — A.  It  is. 

Q.  You  don't  desire  to  go  back  on  that  ? — A.  It  is  evidently  a  staple  mark. 

Q.  If  these  staple  marks  occur  there  and  these  are  holes  for  the  staples  doesn't 
it  follow  as  a  matter  of  belief  that  there  was  originally  a  staple  in  it? — A.  Ye<,  but 
I  can't  give  my  judgment  about  it. 

Q.  You  can't  give  a  positive  belief  and  you  won't  give  your  judgment? — A.  No, 
I  won't. 

Q.  Have  you  an  opinion  about  it? — A.  I  hav'nt  formed  any  opinion. 

Q.  And  you  do  not  desire  to  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  what  you  are  driving  at. 

Q.  And  is  it  because  you  don't  know  what  I  am  driving  at  you  won't  give  an 
opinion  ? — A.  I  am  certainly  not  going  to  give  an  opinion  on  something  I  kno^ 
nothing  of. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  are  sure  of  one  thing,  that  in  each  one  of  these  ten  ballots 
which  differ  from  the  others,  which  are  attached,  they  are  entirely  different  from  the 
other  ballots  which  are  attached  together,  there  are  marks  of  two  staples  on  them  ?— 
A.  I  see  the  marks  of  two  staples  there. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  you  say  there  were  two  kinds  of  paper  ? — A.    Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  only  two,  sir  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you  that. 

Q.  You  could  not  tell  mo  that  ? — A.  No. 

(i.  Whether  there  were  two  or  three  ? — ^A.  In  these  ballots? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  1  know  there  were  more  than  one. 

Q.  You  know  the  requirements  of  the  law  as  to  the  weight  of  paper  ?— A.   No. 
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Q.  You  nsed  first  two  kinds  for  this  job  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  use  that  if  you  didn't  know  the  requirements? — A.  Because 
fifler  1  saw  it  I  thought  it  would  be  better  to  have  another  class  of  paper, 

Q.  Was  the  other  thicker  ? — A.  No,  it  would  bulk  more  in  rolling. 

Q.  Do  I  understand  you  it  would  make  a  heavier  ballot? — A.   It  will  bulk  up 
and  it  won't  be  heavier  than  the  other  class. 

Q.  I  am  talking  of  weight  not  bulk  ? — A.  I  am  speaking  of  an  expression  in  our 
business,  probably  you  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Q.  It  is  a  technical  expression  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  two  kinds  were  of  difTerent  thickness  ? — A,  I  told  them  to  put  on  a 
bettor  class  of  paper,  one  that  appeared  to  be  better. 

Q.  Yoa  told  them  to  put  on  a  better  class  of  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  were  vou  instructed  by  the  returning  officer  as  to  the  weight  the 
law  required  for  these  ballots  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  paper  per  ream  weight  were  these  printed  on  ? — A.  Bound,  about  28 
or  30  pounds. 

Q.  Do  you  think  so  ? — A.  Yes ;  28  pounds,  double  demy. 

Q.  Is  either  of  these  ballots  on  foolscap  paper  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  Are  you  not  an  expert  ? — A.  No;  I  am  a  practical  printer,  but  not  an  expert 
on  paper. 

Q.  In  regular  foolscap  size,  what  would  you  suppose  to  be  the  weight  of  the 
paper,  or  have  you  any  idea? — A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  In  large  post  size,  what  would  you  suppose  to  be  the  weight  of  the  paper 
per  ream ;  have  you  any  idea? — A.  No;  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  And  you  received  no  instructions  from  the  returning  officer  as  to  weight 
and  thickness  ?-»-A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  went  to  work  and  printed  them  without  regard  for  weight? — A.  I 
never  had  any  regard  to  that. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  get  the  oi*der  to  print  them  ? — A.  Mr.  Sands  came 
into  the  office. 

Q.  Who  is  Sands  ? — A.  The  returning  officer. 

Q.  When  you  speak  of  the  knife,  that  is  a  printer's  guillotine  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  after  the  ballots  were  gathered  into  pads  they  were  trimmed  in  the 
guillotine? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  say  your  guillotine  is  rather  poor? — A.  No,  it  is  all  right;  I  am 
tiyinfi^  to  explain,  the  foreman  was  away  and  you  stopped  me. 

Q.  I  stopped  you  ? — A,  I  think  you  did. 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  about  it? — A.  I  said  the  foreman  was  away  and  you  would 
take  it  in  your  own  way. 

Q.  And  the  foreman  was  away,  and  the  cutting  was  done  by  a  clerk? — ^A.  No, 
bat  by  a  man  not  so  experienced. 

Q.  And  your  knife  does  not  cut  plumb  ? — A.  In  the  hands  of  an  unused  man  it 
might  not. 

Q.  \ou  are  a  good  judge  of  paper,  I  suppose? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  not  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  judge  whatever  ? — A.  I  have  bought  no  paper  that  is  used  because  my 
foreman  buys  my  paper  for  me;  it  is  in  his  department,  and  I  have  probably  not 
bought  50  pounds  of  paper  in  ten  years. 

Q.  Now  will  you  look  at  these  (the  unused  ballots  of  No.  4  Oolborne)  which  of 
these  papers  is  the  thicker? — A.  S  >  far  as  I  can  say,  that  would  be. 

Q.  Which  is  that? — A.  This  one  in  my  judgment. 

Q.  I  am  comparing  the  unused  ballots  put  in  evidence  with  Exhibit  No.  3-10, 
but  you  think  series  3,  sub-script  10  is  a  little  thicker? — A.  It  might  be,  but  I  am 
not  an  expert,  don't  profess  to  be.  You  see  one  of  them  has  been  a  great  deal  more 
handled  than  the  othei-s  and  necessarily  does  not  hold  its  form. 

Q.  Now  I  will  compare  this  ballot  3-10  with  this  one;  which  oftheseisthe 
thickest  ?— A.  I  don't  think  there  is  much  difference  between  them. 

Q.  You  don't  think  there  is  much  difference  between  them? — A.  Not  according 
to  my  judgment. 
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Q.  It  is  uboQt  the  same  ? — A.  Not  a  great  deal  of  difference. 

Q.  1  am  comparing  now  seriea  1-10  wiih  the  first  anaeed  ballots  in  No.  4  CoU 
borne.  Now,  Mr.  McGillioaddy,  yoa  will  acknowledge  on  your  oath  that  there  ia 
not  sufficient  difference  between  these  two  papers  to  induce  you  to  change  from  one 
to  the  other,  is  there  ? — A.  No,  there  would  not  be. 

Q  Then,  sir,  I  understood  you  to  say  to  Mr.  Russell  that  sometimes  there  were 
two  kindH  of  papers  put  into  the  one  pad  ? — A.  I  said  it  could  happen. 

Q.  You  said  it  could  happen  and  you  alno  swore  to  Mr.  Busselland  swore  to  mo- 
that  there  were  two  kinds  of  papers  ? — A.  In  the  printing  of  the  ballots  ? 

Q.  In  the  printing  of  the  ballots? — A.  1  certainly  did. 

Q.  And  the  first  kind  that  was  used  was  light  paper  and  you  did  not  think  it 
was  heavy  enough  ? — A.  It  would  not  take  the  impression  properly  to  my  mind. 

Q.  Did  yoxk  state  the  reason? — ^A.  It  was  too  light,  I  was  passing  through  and 
said  "you  have  used  the  wrong  paper." 

Q.  And  did  you  see  the  paper  in  the  next  ballots  ? — A.  When  I  tell  a  man,  I 
suppose  he  obeys  it. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  opinion,  that  there  were  two  kinds  used  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  after  the  first  thousand  were  run  off? — ^A.  I  didn't  say  1,000. 

Q.  And  after  the  first  batch  you  wore  telling  me  of  something  you  didn't  know 
anything  about? — A.  Something  I  implicitly  believed. 

Q.  And  of  something  of  which  you  did  not  know? — A.  Well,  if  I  tell  a  man  to 
change  something  and  he  does  not,  I  will  change  the  man. 

Q.  And  that  is  the  only  way  you  know  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  Now  sir,  from  your  knowledge  of  printing  as  a  practical  man  you  don't  see 
the  difference  between  these  papers? — A.  I  don't  profess  to  be  an  expert. 

Q.  You  don't  see  any  difference  ? — A.  I  am  not  an  expert  and  I#  don't  see  any 
particular  difference  between  these  papers. 

Q.  Would  you  be  surprised  to  know  there  was  a  difference? — A.  There  might 
be,  but  I  can't  swear. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  looking  over  those  stubs,  that  all  these  stubs  are  not  identi- 
cally the  one  paper  ? — A.  I  would  not  swear. 

Q.  These  are  the  stubs  on  the  returned  block  in  No.4Golborne  ? — A.  Yes;  well 
I  could  not  swear  to  that. 

Q.  Are  there  any  means,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  by  which  people  can  tell  exactly^ 
the  thickness  of  paper? — A.  There  might  be  but  I  don't  know. 

Q,  Your  experience  of  paper  does  not  go  to  that  extent  ? — A.  My  experience, 
of  paper  does  not  go  to  that  extent. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  6,150  were  ordered  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  delivered  how  many? — A.  6,150. 

Q.  6,150  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  many  have  you  here  ? — A.  300. 

Q.  That  makes  6,450  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  is  only  50  to  account  for  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  these  ? — A.  I  did  nothing  with  them. 

Q.  What  was  done  with  them  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Where  did  they  go  ? — A.  Well,  there  is  a  great  deal  of  waste  in  printing 
and  sometimes  more  than  others ;  50  does  not  represent  one  in  a  hundred  and  then 
there  is  another  thing,  the  young  men  in  making  up  the  lots  might  make  a  mistake 
of  one  or  two  or  five  in  each  bundle. 

Q.  They  might  make  a  mistake  and  put  more  in  each  bundle  ? — A.  Yea,  they 
might. 

Q.  At  the  time  these  were  put  up  you  swear  they  were  put  up  in  accordance 
with  the  schedule  given  you  by  the  returning  officer  as  to  the  numbers? — A.  Yes. 

1^.  Did  3'our  clerk  or  yourself  or  somebody  in  your  employ  identify  the  blocks 
as  being  prepared  or  put  up  for  any  particular  polling  booth? — A.  It  was  done. 
Yes,  at  least  I  understand  it  was. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  we  will  look  at  this.  That  is  put  ol  in  your  office  is  it  not, ''  No.S 
Golborne,  125  "  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Oh,  is  there  any  question  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 
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Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  wnting.  Don't  you  believe  that  writing  to  be 
the  writing  of  your  office  ? — A.  I  have  no  idea  but  it  is  all  right. 

Q.  Which  roan  wrote  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Which  one  do  you  suppose  ?— A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Have  you  any  belief  about  it.  Will  you  swear  on  your  oath  you  don't? — 
A.  I  will  swear  it  absolutely. 

Q.  Absolutely,  all  right.  Now  sir,  we  will  ^ive  you  some  from  No.  8  Clinton. 
What  about  them  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything  about  the  writing. 

Q.  That  would  be  put  on  before  it  loft  your  office  would  it  not  ? — A.  I  sup- 
pose AO. 

Q.  That  is  the  same  writing  is  it  not,  Exhibit  10-1  ? — A.  There  is  nothing  of  this 
to  figure  on  much.    Yes,  it  could  be  put  on  by  the  same  person. 

Q.  And  you  believe  it  was  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  to  be  absolute,  but  I  am  under  the 
impression  it  is  the  same  writing. 

Q.  You  are  under  the  impression  it  is  the  same  writing? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  believe  that  to  be  the  number  and  **  Godeilch  200  "  don't  you  ?-• 
A.  That  would  be  the  inference. 

Q.  That  would  be  your  judgment  of  what  that  means,  the  number  being  blank  ? 
— A.  Hold  on,  I  do  not  know  if  this  is  a  ballot  or  not. 

Q.  Yes,  it  is  a  part  of  a  ballot? — A.  I  guess  we  will  take  it  for  one. 

Q.  You  don't  wish  to  withdraw  anything  you  said  ? — ^A.  I  am  not  withdrawing 
anything  I  said. 

Q.  You  have  been  speaking  now  of  No.  10-1  and  you  believed,  as  you  still 
believe,  that  that  is  "No.  blank — Groderich — 200?" — A.  It  is  quite  possible  it 
could  be  so. 

Q.  That  is  your  impref>sion,  that  is  the  present  impression  ? — A.  So  far  as  I  am 
able  to  form  an  opinion  from  what  is  there. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  that  as  a  common  thing  the 
ballots  supplied  were  not  only  one  or  two  in  excess  of  what  is  registered  on  the  back 
of  them,  but  i-anged  all  the  way  from  nothing  to  20. — A.  No,  I  am  not  prepared  to 
swear  I  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  are  not  prepared  to  swear  you  know  anything  about  it  ?  You  are  in  a 
very  peculiar  position,  excuse  me  for  saying  it,  but  to  my  friend,  Mr.  Eussell,  you 
knew  ovei-ylhing? — A.  I  do  not  think  it. 

Q.  Then,  sir,  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  there  were  not  fraudulent 
endorsements  made  on  these  packages  of  ballots  for  one  division  or  divisions  ? — A.  I 
am  not  prepared  to  swear  anything. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  as  a  general  thing  every  package  that 
went  out  of  your  office  was  in  excess  of  what  it  should  be  ranging  from  0  to  20? — 
A.  I  cannot  toll  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  anything  about  that.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear,  sir,  that 
the^o  three  blocks  are  all  that  were  left  over  ? — A.  I  am  prepared  to  swear  they  are 
all  I  got. 

Q.  That  is  what  we  have  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  prepared  to  swear  that  there  might  not  have  been  hundreds 
more  printed  without  your  knowledge? — A.  Don't  you  think  that  is  a  peculiar 
question  ?    There  might  be  a  hundred  thousand  and  there  might  be  one. 

Q.  You  swore  to  Mr.  Russell  there  were  0,500  ? — A,  1  didn't  swear  to  anything 
of  tho  kind. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  just  take  the  trouble  to  enlighten  my  friend.  The  50  short  were 
accounted  for  in  this  way.  Witness  am  I  not  correct  in  this  statement  that  you  swore 
to  Mr.  Russell  that  you  had  printed  6,500  and  sent  6,150  out,  that  yoa  kept  300  in 
the  oflSce  and  there  was  a  shortage  of  50  you  could  not  account  for? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  say? — A.  I  swore  I  ordered  the  addition  of  6,500  made, 
that  6,150  were  delivered,  that  there  were  three  packages  of  the  amount  of  300,  sup- 
posed, to  be  left  over,  and  that  is  all  I  know  anything  about,  good,  bad  or  indifTerent. 

Q.  Didn't  you  swear  to  Mr.  Russell  that  there  were  6,500  ballots  printed  ? — A. 
£  instructed  6,500  to  be  printed. 
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Q.  Didn*t  yoa  swear  to  Mr.  Russell  that  there  were  6,500  ballots  printed  ?— A. 
I  do  not  think  it.  If  I  did  I  certainly  did  not  intend  to  say  that.  What  I  did  intend 
to  say  was  that  there  was  6,500  ordered  to  be  made,  and  I  wanted  them  instead  of 
the  6,150. 

Q.  Did  you  also  state  that  your  instructions  were  to  print  6,150  ? — A.  Yes,  that 
I  understood. 

Q,  And  that  you  said  if  you  set  up  tbe  dies  again  it  would  be  more  expensive? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  then  went  on  and  printed  6,500  ? — A.  That  I  gave  instructions  to 
print  6,500. 

Q.  Didn't  you  say,  sir,  that  you  gave  6,150  to  the  returning  officer? — A.  That 
is  what  I  said  the  returning  officer  got.    I  didn't  say  I  gave  them  to  him. 

Q.  They  came  out  of  your  office? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  you  swear,  sir,  you  brought  300  in  these  three  packages  ? — A.  I 
brought  three  packages. 

Q.  That  would  be  6,450;  and  didn't  you  say  there  were  50  besides,  making 
6,500,  and  didn't  you  explain  the  way  of  counting  and  account  for  these  50  by  saying 
that  in  some  cases  there  were  some  put  in  by  the  clerks  in  case  of  damage?— A. 
Sometimes  it  might  occur  that  way  and  it  might  occur  in  the  press  where  one  per 
cent  would  have  allowed  65. 

Q.  I  have  got  all  the  answer  I  required,  Mr.  McGillicuddy.  Can  you  swear 
positively,  sir,  how  many  were  primed  ? — A.  I  can  not 

Q.  Might  there  not  have  been  7,000  pi'inted  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  would 
be  ;  there  might  have  been  10  or  20,000  ;  there  might  be  50,000. 

Q.  So  far  as  your  personal  knowledge  goej*? — A.  No,  when  I  order  a  thing  to 
be  printed  in  the  office,  they  generally  print  what  I  say. 

Q.  I  am  aj^king  you  your  personal  knowledge? — A.  No,  I  didn't  print  them. 

Q.  And  vou  don't  know  how  many  were  printed  of  your  own  knowledge? 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  there  might  be  7,000  printed  and  you  not  know  it? — A.  I  might  find 
out  and  there  would  be  trouble. 

Q.  Might  there  not  be  7,000  and  you  not  know  it? — A.  I  never  knew  anything 
to  be  printed  in  my  office  and  I  will  explain  it. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  from  your  own  personal  knowled|?e,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  are 
you  prepared  to  swear  there  were  not  8,000  ballots  printed? — A.  No,  or  if  you  said 
50,000  I  would  not  be  prepared  to  swear. 

Q.  That  is  from  your  own  personal  knowledge  you  know  nothing  about  it?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  you  took  these  three  pads  and  put  them  in  the  drawer  you  do  not 
know  if  you  gathered  all  the  remnants  or  not. — A.  I  do  not  know.  1  ordered  them 
to  staple  all  the  rest  so  that  none  would  get  out  and  this  is  the  result. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  these  three  packs  were  all  the  remnants  or  not?— 
A.  All  that  were  represented  to  me  as  being  in  the  office. 

Q.  But  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A.  I  did  not  go  round  to  sweep  them  up. 

Q.  Can  they  have  printed  more  and  you  know  nothing  about  it? — A.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  They  may  have  had  and  you  not  know  it. — A.  1  do  not  think  they  would. 

Q.  That  is  your  impression  only?  -  A.  You  have  been  asking  me  for  impressions 
right  along. 

Q,  Did  you  deliver  these  to  the  returning  officer? — A.  Ho  called  at  the  office. 

Q.  Were  you  there? — A.  I  was  there  when  he  came  and  the  ballots  were  not 
put  up,  and  I  went  out  and  he  called  again,  and  got  the  packages  made  up. 

Q.  Where  were  you  then? — A.  I  was  in  my  room.  It  was  handed  to  him  by 
the  young  man,  I  didn't  handle  them  at  all. 

Q.  Now,  I  suppose  you  are  quite  familiar  with  elections  in  your  county,  your 
riding,  take  an  interest? — A.  Sometimes  I  do,  and  sometimes  I  don't. 

Q.  You  are  not  mugwump  ? — ^A.  I  am  sometimes,  they  say  I  am  a  kicker. 

Q.  They  say  you  are  a  kicker  sometimes;  the  last  election  you  were  no  kickor 
were  you?— Q.  No,  but  I  was  not  particularly  well ;  I  had  the  grippe  for  a  week  or 
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two  on  or  about  the  time,  and  I  was  haixily  up  to  concert  pitch  and  didn't  do  much 
work. 

Q.  YoQ  were  not  prepared  to  »ing  well  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  the  head-quarters  of  the  Liberal  party  in  the  division 
were  ? — A.  Yes,  they  were  on  Hamilton  street. 

Q.  On  Hamilton  Street.  Your  office  was  quite  a  frequent  resort  was  it  not  ? — 
A.  My  office? 

Q.  Your  printing  office? — A.  It  was  no  particular  resort,  whenever  they 
wanted  any  work  they  came  into  the  office  and  got  it. 

Q.  And  times  without  any  work? — A.  I  do  not  think  anybody  came  in  without 
having  work. 

Q.  You  saw  a  number  of  people  from  outside  there,  didn't  you  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  see  Cap.  Sullivan? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  took  part  in  the  election,  didn't  he? — A.  I  do  not  know;  he  was  drunk 
when  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Drunk? — A.  Yes,  ho  didn't  take  much  part. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  McGillicnddy,  you  were  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Mr.  Sullivan, 
were  you  not  ? — A.  When  ? 

Q.  Well  at  the  time, of  the  election  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  I  was  particularly  well 
acquainted  with  him;  I  saw  him  only  twice  during  the  whole  election. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  saw  him  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  he  was  there  taking  part  in  the  election? — A.  I  know  he 
was  there  taking  part  in  two  elections. 

Q.  At  the  particular  time  this  election  was  being  held  didn't  you  know  he  was 
there  taking  part  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  I  knew  he  was  there. 

Q.  Taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  was  told  ho,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  And  you  believe  so  ? — A.  I  presume  he  waH. 

Q.  I  find  in  your  paper  of  the  23rd  of  February  last  the  following:  "  Genial 
Cap.  Sullivan  left  for  home  Wednesday  after  spending  his  vacation  in  Goderich  and 
vicinity." — A.  Yes.     I  recognize  that. 

Q.  You  wrote  that  didn't  you  ?— A.  I  wrote  it. 

Q.  "  He  says  that  this  section  of  Canada's  belt  is  a  great  place  in  which  to  enjoy 
a  holiday  in  winter  time." — A.  It  is  a  "  banana  boll"  I  think  I  wrote. 

Q.  Yes,  "he  says  this  section  of  the  banana  bolt  is  a  great  place  to  enjoy  holi- 
days in  the  winter  lime.     He  prefers  it  to  Florida?" — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  from  your  own  pen? — A.  Yes,  from  my  own  pen. 

Q.  Now,  I  suppose  that  when  you  are  speaking  in  that  familiar  way  of  Captain 
Sullivan  you  had  some  quite  long  conversations  with  him  ? — A.  No;  the  reason  I 
was  holding  him  up  was  because  the  other  paper  was  abusing  him. 

Q.  Do  you  enter  upon  any  defence  of  him  there? — A.  Well,  he  was  getting 
called  everything  but  a  horse  thief  up  there  by  the  others,  and  I  thought  a  good 
little  pleasant  notice  like  that  would  make  the  other  fellow  mad  and  do  him  no  harm. 

Q.  We  come  to  another  gentleman,  Donald  Ferguson,  of  London  ? — A.  I  saw  a 
man  named  Dan.  Ferguson  there, 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there? — A.  I  saw  him  twioe. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing? — A.  He  was  on  businehs  there.  I  saw  him  twice  during 
the  election,  and  on  each  occasion  he  was  talking  business. 

Q.  About  the  elections? — A.  No. 

Q.  Yon  understood  he  took  part  in  the  election? — A.  I  don't  know  what  part 
he  took. 

Q.  But  you  knew  he  was  taking  part? — A.  T  understood  he  was  there. 

Q.  And  did  he  not  take  part  in  the  election  ?^A.  I  was  more  interested  in 
basin  ess. 

Q.  And  you  understood  he  was  taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't 
always  believe  everything  I  am  told. 

Q.  But  did  you  believe  that?--A.  Yes;  I  would  believe  that. 

Q.  Yes,  and  you  understood  from  people  that  he  was  actually  taking  part  in  the 
election — was  it  as  a  canvasser  he  took  part? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  hear  much  about 
bim. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


312  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Q.  Then  we  come  to  Billy  Milloy,  of  London.  Did  yon  see  that  gentleman 
aroand  there  at  the  time  ? — A.  I  saw  him  there  once. 

Q.  Bat  he  was  also  taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  Tes,  it  was  three  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  and  he  was  bringing  a  dog  back  to  London  when  I  saw  him. 

Q.  You  understood  he  was  taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  understood  he 
was  taking  part  in  orfiraniziug. 

Q.  What  district? — A.  I  can't  tell,  I  was  not  in  it  much. 

Q.  Did  you  know  John  S.  Grorman  ? — A.  I  know  Mr.  Gorman. 

Q.  He  was  there  too  wasn't  he  ? — A.  You  moan  in  the  town  ? 

Q.  He  was  taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  except  what  I  was 
told,  I  never  discussed  it  with  him. 

Q.  You  were  informed  what  he  was  doing? — A.  If  I  told  you  the  other  way 
around  you  would  say  it  was  not  evidence.  I  prceume  he  was  taking  part  in  the 
election,  but  I  know  nothing  peraonally. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Mally  ? — A.  I  never  saw  him,  don't  know  him. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Thomas  Lewis  ? — A.  Thomas  Lewis  ? 

i^.  Yes,  of  London. — A.  Oh,  yes  I  mot  him  at  Eintail. 

Q.  He  wart  taking  part  in  the  election  was  he  not  ?  Do  you  believe  he  was?— 
A.  So  they  told  me. 

Q.  And  you  believed  it  ? — A.  1  didn't  raise  any  objection. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  doubt  that  he  was? — A.  Well,  I  should  think  he  was;  of 
course,  everything  I  got  was  hearsay  as  far  as  he  was  concerned,  and  the  others  too. 

Q.  I  am  asking  your  belief? — A.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  I  would  say  he 
was. 

Q.  However,  when  he  was  gyrating  around  there  you  understood  he  was  taking 
part  in  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  told  that  by  your  political  friends? — A.  Yes,  I  took  it  for  granted. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Pritchard  ? — A.  I  never  heaixl  of  him.. 

Q,  Was  Alexander  Smith  there  ? — Ye.s,  he  was  around  there. 

Q.  He  was  organi^in^-  the  campaign  ? — A.  Yes ;  at  least,  I  presume  so.  He 
ordered  nome  campaign  literutnre  from  me. 

Q.  And  he  got  it  ? — A.  Yen,  and  he  paid  for  it. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Mulock  around  there  during  the  election  ? — A.  Mr.  Mulock? 

Q,  Yes? — A.  He  was  there  speaking. 

Q.  Wasn't  ho  there  during  the  whole  campaign? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there? — A.  Probably  four  or  five  days. 

Q.  Taking  part  in  the  organization  ? — A.  No,  speaking  and  holding  meetings. 

Q.  And  organizing  as  well? — A.  I  never  saw  him  there  at  the  organization 
rooms. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Turte  was  he  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  he  speaking  ? — A.  Yes,  and  he  spoke  well. 

Q.  He  always  does  that,  and  shrewdly  too? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  hear  him  speaking? — A.  I  heard  him  speak  once. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  he  speak  during  the  campaign  ? — A.  Well,  from  my 
own  ])0sitive  kndwledge  I  heard  him  speak  once  at  Goderich  with  Mr.  Paterson.aod 
I  was  informed  he  spoke  at  Clinton,  and  that  is  pretty  nearly  all  I  heard  of  him 
being  there. 

Q.  You  have  no  knowledge  of  his  being  there  more  than  two  days  ? — A.  I  have 
no  knowledge. 

Q.  Mr.  Paterson,  the  Minister  of  Customs,  was  he  in  the  constituency  ?— A. 
Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there  ? — A.  I  heavd  him  speak  the  night  after  Sir  Charles 
Tupper  and  Mr.  Bennett  spoke. 

Q.  In  the  town  at  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  I  heard  him  and  I  was  told  he  spoke  in 
some  other  places. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  many  days  he  spent  in  the  constituency? — A.  I  can*t 
tell  you  that. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Vance? — A.  I  saw  him  there. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there  ? — A.  Probably  two  weeks. 
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Q.  Taking  part  in  the  campaign  ? — A.  He  had  charge  of  the  campaign. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Talbot  there  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  we  had  a  meeting  at  Kintail,  he  and  I  ? 

Q.  How  long  did  be  spend  in  the  constitaency  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  suppose 
not  more  than  three  or  four  days. 

Q.  Is  there  a  large  French  population  there  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  not  many. 

Q.  How  many? — A.  There  are  four  that  I  know  of,  and  I  don't  how  how  many 
others  there  migh^  be. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  many  more? — A.  I  know  of  four  personally,  and 
there  may  be  more  but  he  got  them. 

Q.  Did  you  see  D.  P.  MacDonald  there  ? — A.  I  don't  know  him  at  all. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  of  him  being  there  ? — A.  No,  I  had  no  knowledge  of  him. 

Q.  Is  any  one  of  these  gentlemen  I  have  enumerated  a  resident  or  voter  in  the 
riding? — A.  All  of  these  gentlemen  you  have  just  gone  over? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  They  are  certainly  not  voters,  none  of  them. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  that  any  of  these  are  residents  of  that  riding  ? — A.  I 
don't  think  they  are. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Not  more  than  Sir  Charles  Tupper  or  Mr.  Bennett,  or  others  on  that  siio  ? 
— A.  No,  I  don't  think  so.    There  was  a  pretty  large  outfit  on  both  sides. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  In  the  Beck  and  Garrow  election  did  you  see  Sullivan  up  there? — ^A.  Yes,  I 
saw  him  there. 

Q.  And  Dan  Ferguson  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  recollect  seeing  him  there  at  all. 

Q.  And  Bill  Milloy  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  there  but  didn't  see  him. 

Q.  John  Gorman  was  he  there  ? — A.  No,  he  wasn't  there. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  him  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  William  Mally  you  do  not  know  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  Thomas  Lewis  there  ? — A.  He  wasn't  there  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Nip  Toon  there? — A.  Never  heard 
of  him. 

Q.  Never  heard  of  a  man  named  Toon  ? — A.  I  never  heard  of  the  name  in  any 
way  or  nhape  until  I  saw  it  down  here  in  this  particular  case. 

Q.  You  know  nothing  of  him  ? — A.  Nothing  in  ^ny  way  or  shape. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  as  to  whom  the  deputy  reluming  officers  were  to  be  ? — 
A.  No,  I  was  not  consulted  at  all,  I  was  outside  the  pale. 

Q.  You  were  one  of  the  aggrieved  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that  I  was  particularly 
aggrieved.  I  wasn't  well  and  didn't  take  an  active  part.  I  was  not  feeling  as  I 
would  like  to  feel  at  an  election. 

Q.  Weren't  you  interested  in  getting  Holmes  out  as  a  candidate? — A.  I  certainly 
was. 

Q.  You  know  Mr.  Cummings  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  knew  biro  before  you  came  here,  I  suppose? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  have  known 
him  I  suppose  eighteen  or  nineteen  years. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  bin  writing  a  letter  to  the  Journal  the  other  day? — ^A.  I 
heard  he  hud  written  a  letter. 

Q.  Did  you  assist  him  in  writing  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  you  assist  him  in  composing  it  ? — A.  I  knew  nothing  about  it.  1  was 
a  little  hot  about  it  and  didn't  think  it  was  good  politics. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  think  so? — A.  I  didn't  think  it  was  good  politics  while 
this  court  was  in  session,  to  go  into  the  papers. 

Q.  You  thought  it  was  good  politics  to  have  an  interview? — A.  I  haven't  had 
an  interview. 

Q.  Did  you  not  see  an  interview  with  yourself  reported  in  the  paper  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  of  it? — A.  I  didn't  know  I  was  interviewed  at  all. 

Q.  And  it  was  entirely  unwarranted? — A.  It  was. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


314  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  get  aa  interview? — A.  Excuse  me,  Mr.  Powell,  if  yoo  say 
any  newspaper  men  came  to  me  and  regularly  had  an  interview,  I  say  I  decline  to 
endorse  such  an  interview  at  all,  but  one  or  two  men  may  have  spoken  to  me  in  one 
way  or  the  olher  and  if  that  got  into  print  in  that  way  I  am  not  responsible  for  it. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  that  what  purported  to  be  an  interview  with  you  and  quite 
long  enough,  did  get  into  the  newspapers  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  hear  of  it,  and  never 
knew  anything  about  it  at  all.  I  don't  read  much  oi  these  Ottawa  papers  anyway. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Are  we  to  understand  you  didn't  take  very  much  part  in  this  election,  Ur. 
McGillicuddy  ? — A.  In  the  last  election  I  didn't  take  much  part. 

Q,  I  observe  that  apparently  you  have  taken  credit  to  your  self  which  doesn't 
belong  to  you.  I  notice  you  published  a  hymn  in  your  paper  which  is  to  this 
effect: 

Hurrah  for  Tarte  so  bright  and  smart, 

Hurrah  for  Mulock,  too, 
McGillicuddy,  and  every  body 
Who  fought  the  Tupper  crew. 

A.  Yes,  what  paper  is  that  credited  to,  Mr,  Borden. 

Q.  This  is  credited  to  the  Goderich  Signal. — A.  Is  that  original,  bocaui^e  I 
don't  happen  to  have  the  honour  of  being  the  poet  in  that  particular  case.  A  gentle- 
man named  Winfield  of  Hamilton  telegraphed  it  up  to  Mr.  Holmes  on  the  night  of 
the  election.    He  copied  it  in  the  JS'ew  Era. 

Q.  Wasn't  it  published  in  your  paper? — A.  Certainly  ft  was,  but  I  was  not  the 
author  of  it  and  I  did  not  seek  honours  like  that. 

Q.  You  were  not  the  author  of  it  ? — A.  Anything  so  Kiplingeeque  jis  that  I  do 
not  aspire  to. 

Q.  Who  had  charge  of  the  campaign  for  the  Liberals  during  the  election  ?— A. 
I  can't  tell  you  unless  it  was  Mr.  Proudfoot,  the  president  of  the  local  association. 

Q.  Are  you  the  editor  of  the  Signal  f — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  want  to  direct  your  attention  to  this  extract  from  the  Signal  of  2:trd 
February, '99.  "The  Honourable  William  Mulock  had  charge  of  the  riding  after 
the  real  fight  began."     You  smile  at  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  "  And  much  credit  comes  to  him  for  ihe  good  judgment  and  tact  exhibited 
in  conducting  the  campaign  ?  " — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  would  seem  to  indicate  the  opinion  of  your  newspaper  that  he  had 
charge  of  it? — A.  Well,  the  understanding  was  this;  when  you  spoke  and  asked 
who  had  charge  of  the  campaign,  I  thought  you  meant  the  local  man  and  I  thought 
the  president  of  the  association  would  naturally  have  charge,  but  Mr.  Mulock  came 
up  there  and  with  Mr.  Tarte  they  were  the  biggest  figures  in  the  county  at  the  time. 

Q.  Would  you  confiim  that  statement,  and  would  you  regard  it  as  a  fair  state- 
ment of  fact?— A.  That  is  what  I  was  informed,  somebody  has  to  be  in  charge. 

Q.  But  what  I  want  to  get  at,  is  whether  you  regard  that  as  a  fair  statement 
of  fact  or  would  you  consider  it  misleading? — A.  I  would  not  consider  it  misleading, 
I  gave  credit  to  Mr.  Mulock  in  connection  with  the  matter  personally. 

Q.  Where  did  Mr,  Mulock  have  his  headquarters,  or  had  he  any  ? — A.  Id<»n't 
know  that  he  had  any  headquarters,  but  he  eat  and  drank  and  slept  when  he  was  in 
Goderich  at  the  British. 

Q.  At  the  British,  what  do  you  mean  ? — A.  At  the  British  Hotel.  Outside  of 
that  I  don't  know,  because  I  wasn't  outside  of  the  town  on  more  than  one  occasion. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  stating  in  your  newspaper  on  28th  of  February  a  para- 
graph to  this  affect  '*  it  will  be  now  in  order  for  our  Tupperite  friends  to  clamour  for 
a  numbered  ballot"  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  remember  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  that? — A.  I  thought  it  would  be  the  fairest  ballot, 
it  is  the  fairest  ballot  there  is. 

Q.  You  thought  it  would  be  in  order  for  them  to  clamour  for  it? — A.  Yes,  they 
always  clamour  for  something  when  there  is  trouble. 
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Q.  What  prooaution  did  yoa  take  to  prevent  these  ballots  getting  out  of  your 
office  into  the  hand&  of  anybody  who  should  not  get  them  ? — A,  I  instructed  my 
hands  to  ^ee  that  nobody  got  them. 

Q.  Who  did  you  instruct? — A,  I  went  into  the  office  and  there  were  several  of 
Ihem  there  working,  some  of  them  wore  printing,  some  of  them  were  cutting  and 
some  were  parceling  up;  and  I  said:  "Now,  see  that  nobody  gets  a  ballot  out  of 
my  office,  1  fired  a  boy  once  for  appropriating  tickets  and  this  is  more  important 
than  that. " 

Q.  You  gave  general  instructions  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  the  effect  of  those  instructions? — A.  To  see  that  none  of  these 
ballots  got  out  except  they  got  out  in  the  ordinary  and  regular  way. 

Q.  Mr.  Alexander  Smith,  the  organizer,  was  in  your  office  several  times? — A. 
He  was  in  several  times. 

Q.  Do  you  happen  to  remember  who  were  in  with  him  ? — A.  Oh,  I  cannot  tell 
you. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  remember  others  were  in  with  him? — A.  You  see  there  is  a  number 
come  in  to  the  office  every  day,  and  particularly  at  that  time. 

Q.  I  don't  mean  all  the  world,  1  mean  with  Mr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  can't  remember, 
but  if  any  names  C4ime  to  my  recollection  I  would  state  them. 

Q.  The  fifty  ballots,  I  do  not  quite  understand  your  explanation  of  the  50  bal- 
lots which  are  unaccounted  for? — A.  Well,  briefly,  the  whole  statement  is  this:  I 
wanted  to  gei  paid  for  500  at  $1.25,  whereas  for  150  1  would  only  have  got  ^8  cents. 

Q.  I  understand  that? — A.  I  instructed  that  enough  paper  be  cut  for  that, 

Q.  That  is  for  6,500?— A.  Yes,  and  outside  of  the  6,150  given  to  Mr.  Sands  I 
get  these  three  packages. 

Q.  Tbnt  is  6,150  and  you  ordered  paper  for  6,500,  and  you  gave  some  explana- 
tion as  to  the  fifty? — A.  1  said  they  were  not  as  true  in  counting  the  hundreds  as 
in  a  Dank  and  in  some  cases  they  might  leave  more  than  the  right  number, 

Q.  Is  that  theory  or  fact? — A.  I  read  it  in  the  paper  that  a  man  in  Goderich 
got  seven  extra,  that  he  got  157  instead  of  150. 

Q.  Outside  of  the  newspapers  I  want  to  know  whether  what  you  say  with  re- 
gard to  the  fifty  is  based  on  actual  personal  information  or  on  surmise? — A.  Well, 
it  is  surmise  because  I  never  counted  them. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  investigation  about  the  fifty? — A.  No,  I  know  there  is 
several  ballots  spoiled  and  I  expected  my  men  would  give  me  all  that  was  printed. 

Q.  You  never  made  any  investigation  about  the  fihy  ? — A.  No,  1  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  You  might  just  look  at  these  ballots  from  No.  8  Clinton,  Mr.  Mc(jillicuddy , 
you  see  the  one  that  is  fastened,  it  evidently  is  the  one  that  had  the  marks  put  on 
part  of  the  ballot,  that  one  at  the  top? — A.  Yes,  thet-e  is  eight  smaU  polling  sub- 
divisions in  Clinton.     There  is  100  here. 

Q.  This  is  one  of  these  unused  from  No.  8  Clinton  ? — A.  Yej». 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  the  back  of  that  one  and  see  which  die  it  is  from  ? — A.  It 
is  from  this  one.     (Exhibit  15-6) 

Q.  That  is,  it  is  one  of  the  bogus  ballots  so-called  ? — A.  Oh,  no,  I  am  not  going 
to  say  so ;  it  is  one  of  the  same  kind. 

Q.  It  is  one  of  the  class  Mr.  Powell  discovered  to  be  bogus  ? — A.  It  is  one  of 
that  block. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  look  at  that  ballot  and  see  if  you  don't  think  the  deputy 
returning  officer  dishonestly  stuck  it  in  between  them  together  bO  a?i  to  bewilder 
and  fool  us  and  deceive  us? — A.  What  do  you  say,  Mr.  Russell? 

Q.  I  want  you  to  look  at  that,  it  is  the  same  as  the  one  you  first  spoke  of  in 
that  package  ? — A.  Well,  what  do  you  want  me  lo 

Q.  Is  that  one  of  the  same  class,  off  the  same  die? — A.  It  is  one  of  the  same 
class  of  ballots  I  hold  in  my  hand. 
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Q.  Don't  you  think  the  deputy  returning  officer  simply  put  that  in  there  so  as 
to ? — A.  1  would  not  like  to  think  that. 

Q.  Tou  would  say  it  was  in  the  place  where  put  by  your  printers  ? — A.  I  would 
not  say  that,  I  would  not  like  to  throw  any  suspicion  on  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  It  is  in  the  same  place  where  put  by  your  printers  ? — A.  I  am  not  going  to 
make  a  statement  of  that  kind  about  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  perceive  the  rest  of  the  ballots  in  that  package  are  from  the  different 
die,  Mr.  McG-illicuddy,  die  15-7  ? — A.  Yes.    One  that  is  not. 

Q.  That  is  one  I  called  your  attention  to.  There  are  two  in  the  package  like  the 
fourteen  and  the  rest  different  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  of  these  ballots,  in  No.  8  Clinton,  unused,  are  like  the  fourteen? — A 
Yes. 

Q.  And  the  rest  are  off  the  other  die  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  I  want  you  to  look  at  these  eleven  ballots  that  resemble  the  fourteen 
and  the  rest  that  resemble  the  other  ballots  from  No.  4,  Colborne? — A.  This  staple 
part  belongs  to  these  and  the  other  to  that. 

Q.  Do  you  know  auythins^  about  stapling  these  together.  What  nort  of  a  job  is 
it  ? — A.  Put  them  in  a  machine  and  step  it  down,  you  iroadle  it. 

Q.  In  your  judgment  could  these  have  been  stapled  together  by  the  deputy 
returning  officer  without  a  machine  at  the  end  of  the  poll;  would  any  sensible 
deputy  returning  officer  do  so ;  look  at  the  unbroken  holes  of  those  you  have  taken 
off,  could  you  put  those  back  on  the  staple  without  tearing  the  ballots  so  that  they 
would  preserve  the  edge  of  the  ballots? — A.  I  might. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  these,  I  am  talking  about  those  you  took  off;  would 
you  bo  skilful  enough  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  could  do  it  as  well  as  if  I  had  a  machine; 
I  suppose  I  could  put  them  on. 

Q.  It  would  be  a  job  of  considerable  difficultj'^,  which  would  take  a  good  deal  of 
time  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it  would. 

Q.  Just  take  that  and  put  that  right  between  yourself  and  the  light  and  see  if 
that  hole  is  not  just  as  clear  as  if  punched  with  a  pin  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Look  at  several  and  see  if  ihe:«e  pin  holes  are  not  extremely  neat? — A.  Yes, 
and  there  are  some  that  are  not  neat.     There  is  one  that  is  neat,  that  top  one. 

Q.  Well,  I  think  we  will  have  to  use  our  own  judgment  about  these,  because  I 
think  anybody  would  be  an  absolute  born  idiot  who  would  try  to  put  these  back  on 
that  pad. — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  am  a  newspaper  man. 

Q.  And  a  publisher,  I  understand  ? — A.  1  am  the  editor  of  the  paper,  the  owner 
of  the  paper. 

Q.  You  are  a  Liberal  in  politic^,  I  understand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  a  kicker  ? — A.  No.     I  said  I  was  looked  on  as  a  kicker. 

Q.  Did  you  kick? — A.  1  kicked  against  a  member  who  thought  he  owned  the 
earth  and  the  fulness  thereof,  but  not  against  vhe  Grovornment. 

Q.  When  did  you  kick  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it  has  anything  to  do  with  it. 

Q.  Well  will  you  answer;  Mr.  Chairman,  will  you  direct  the  witness  to 
answer  ? — A.  If  the  Chairman  says  it  is  relevant,  I  will  answer. 

Q.  Would  you  answer,  when  did  you  kick? — A.  Kick  for  what? 

Q.  You  said  a  few  moments  ago  you  are  a  kicker  and  you  said  you  kicked 
against  a  member  who  thought  he  owned  the  earth? — A,  If  you  allude  to  any 
difference  between  the  late  Mr.  Cameron  and  myself,  I  think  it  was  in  1897. 

Q.  Well,  when  did  you  kick  ? — A.  I  tolJ  you  just  now. 

Q.  When  did  you  kick  ? — A.  That  is  not  the  way  to  put  it.  I  had  a  difference 
of  opinion  with  my  member,  the  s^me  as  you  have  had  with  some  ot  your  consti- 
tuents. 

Q.  Who  was  that  with  ? — A.  I  said  it  was  Mr.  Cameron. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  contract  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  for  deepen- 
ing the  harbour  of  Goderich  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  What  kind  of  a  oontraot  have  yon  with  tho  Department  of  Public  Works  ? — 
A.  For  a  breakwater. 

Q.  At  what  price  ?— A.  $55,700. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  pabiio  contract  before  in  any  shape  or  form? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  dredging  or  cribwork  or  anything  like  that? 
— A.  No,  but  I  have  men  with  me  who  do. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  the  contract? — A.  By  tender. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  Either  July  or  August  of  last  year. 

Q.  Were  you  the  lowest  tenderer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  absolutely. 

Q.  Was  it  advertised  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Since  you  had  that  contract  you  had  no  difference  with  the  government  or 
any  department  ? — A.  What  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Any  difference  of  opinion  or  anything  of  that  sort? 

Mr.  Kusseli  objected. 

A,  1  know  of  no  quari*els. 

Q.  I  want  to  know,  Mr.  McGillicuddy,  whether  you  had  any  difficulties  or 
differences  which  might  bring  you  down  here  to  have  an  understanding  from  the 
deputy  minister  or  the  chief  architect  or  anybody? — A.  At  the  present  time? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Well,  sir,  we  did  not  have  our  progress  estimate. 

Q.  And  who  asked  you  to  come  down  ? — A.  I  am  asked  to  come  down  by  Mr. 
Grant. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ?— A.  A  lawyer. 

Q.  What  authority  had  he  to  ask  you  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  that. 

Q.  You  are  not  subpoenaed  ? — A.  1  am. 

Q,  Since  when  ? — A.  I  have  forgotten  the  day. 

Q.  Since  you  came  or  before  ? — A.  Since. 

Q.  So  you  came  down  here  on  the  demand  of  Mr.  Grant  ? — A.  Mr.  Grant  said  he 
would  subpoena  me  if  I  didn't  come  and  I  would  rather  come  voluntarily  than  be 
compelled. 

Q.  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  the  Department  of  Public  Works  ? — A.  I  told 
jou  we  had. 

Q.  You  had  some  talk  with  whom,  in  tho  department? — A.  Our  progress  esti- 
mate  for  the  month  of  June  had  not  been  returned ;  I  wanted  to  know  why  it  had 
not  been  returned;  I  found  it  had  been  lost  or  mislaid,  and  there  was  no  word  put 
in  any  shape  or  form  in  the  department  except  to  find  where  this  was  misplaced. 

Q,  And  it  is  settled  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  not  had  a  cent  yet  ? — A.  I  have  had  a  rebate  of  $500  off  me. 

Q.  How  much  have  you  got?— A.  $1,360. 

Q.  The  estimate  was  how  much  ? — A.  Two  thousand  dollars. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  get  the  balance  ? — A.  They  said  the  estimate  was  exhausted 
and  1  mubt  wait. 

Q,  And  you  are  to  get  it  before  you  go  ?  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  When  are  you  to  get  it  ? — A.  When  our  next  pro^^ress  estimate  comes  down. 

Q.  How  much  work  has  been  done  ?— A.  $6,000  or  $7,000. 

Q.  And  when  is  it  to  be  finished  ? — A.  By  the  first  of  November. 

Q.  Of  this  year?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

ByMr.Bussell: 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  look  at  these  stub  ends  of  these  three  as  I  put  them 
together,  and  tell  me  whether  the  stub  ends  correspond  and  the  other  ends  vary  all 
the  way  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-quarter  of  an  inch.  (Referring  to  Exhibits  15-3^ 
154  and  15-6)  ? — A.  In  these  two  (15-3  and  15-5)  the  stubs  are  practically  even. 

Q.  And  how  about  the  other  ends  ? — A.  The  other  ends  from  the  block  here  to 
the  other  vary  from  one-sixteenth  to  one-eighth  of  an  inch. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  That  is  the  blocks  with  respect  to  each  other  ? — A,  No,  they  are  both  evca 
at  the  end. 
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Q.  But  you  are  speaking  of  the  blocks  in  their  relation  to  each  other  as  bloci^s? 
— A.  To  the  ballots.    I  am  making  one  block  of  the  two. 

Q.  I  suppose  the  knife  got  a  little  askew  on  one  ? — A.  Yes,  it  didn't  cut  od  the 
dead  straight. 

Q.  Then  you  had  no  gauge  in  cutting  those  ? — A.  It  was  a  matter  of  eye. 

By  Mr,  Bussell: 

Q.  The  ballot  of  one  or  the  other  would  not  be  rectangular  ? —A.  Not  dead 
straight  on  the  right  angle. 

Q.  It  cannot  be  or  they  would  be  of  the  same  width  ? — A.  One  would  be  a  little 
more  obtuse  angle  than  the  other. 

Q.  The  ballot  would  not  be  a  rectangular  figure? — A.  No. 

Witness  discharged. 


TnoMAs  Harvey  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  what  your  occupation  is  ? — A.  I  am  a  pupormaker. 

Q.  A  papermaker,  yes,  and  in  whose  employ  ? — A.  Mr.  E.  B.  Eddy's. 

Q.  Who  are  the  foreman  of  the  papermaking  works? — A.  My  father,  Mr. 
Thomas  Harvey,  sr.,  and  myself. 

Q.  Mr.  Thomas  Harvey,  sr.,  your  father,  and  yourself  are  the  foremen,  and  who 
has  to  do  with  the  making  of  the  paper  the  requisite  thickness  and  weight  and 
quality  and  everything  else? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Then  orders  will  come  in  to  you  with  a  sample,  a  piece  of  paper,  and  you 
have  to  make  paper  of  the  same  weight  and  thickness? — A.  Yes.  Some  orders 
require  only  weight,  some  only  thickness,  and  some  require  both. 

Q.  And  the  thickness  of  paper  then  is  a  thing  that  comes  frequently  under  yonr 
notice? — A.  Yes, sir. 

Q.  Very  frequently  ? — A.  Every  day. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  judging  infalliby  the  thickness  of  paper? — A.  I 
have. 

Q.  Have  you  any  instrument  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  What  is  that  instrument  known  as  ? — A.  As  a  micrometer. 

Q.  And  have  you  got  that  instrument  with  you  ? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  Produce  it,  please  ? — A.  I  have  one,  we  have  two  different  kinds.  We  have 
one  that  is  more  sensitive  than  this,  that  wo  use  on  very  highly  finished  paper, 
but  on  rough  paper  you  cannot  use  that;   on  rough  paper  we  use  this. 

Q.  I  will  just  fcihow  you  this.  Now,  sir,  will  you  tell  us,  here  are  fourteen  bal- 
lot**, I  would  like  to  know  the  thickness  of  the  paper  in  that  ballot.  That  is  No. 
3.10  ? — A.  That  is  four  one-thousandths  thick. 

Q.  Four  one  thousandths  of  an  inch  ? — A.  This  micrometer  is  graduated  to  one 
one-thousandth  of  an  inch,  thus  each  one  mark  makes  one  one-thousandth,  two 
makes  two  one  thousandths.  Here  is  the  paper  where  there  is  no  printing  and  I 
screw  it  right  down  hero  and  you  see  there  is  just  four  points. 

By  Mr,  Russell : 

Q.  That  tells  how  thick  it  is  ? — A.  Yes,  four  one-thousandths  of  an  inch. 
Q.  Now,  we  will  take  3-11  ? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 
Q.  Four  one-thousandths  of  an  inch.    Take  3-5  ? — A.  Four  one- thousandths. 
Q.  Take  31  ? — A.  Four  one-thousandths.     No,  excuse  me,  that  is  three  one- 
thousandths. 
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Q.  That  is  threo  one- thousandths  of  an  inch,  that  one.  Now,  take  this  one, 
No.  3-2? — A.  Three  one-thousandths, 

Q.  Three  oue-thousandths.    Now  take  this  one? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 

Q.  That  is  No.  314.    312  is  the  next?— A.  Four  one- thousandths. 

Q.  3-9? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 

Q.  3-8? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 

Q.  3-4? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 

Q.  3-7? — A.  Throe  one-thousand ihs. 

Q.  3-6? — A.  Four  one- thousandths. 

Q.  3-13? — A.  Four  one-thousandths. 

Q.  Yes,  3-3? — A.  Throe  one-thousandths. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  please  ^ive  us  the  stub  in  that  unused  ones  here.  Now,  sir, 
yon  will  have  to  be  careful  here  not  to  break  them.  Take  that  piece,  please.  I  am 
spthking  of  the  stubs  which  are  in  evidence  at*  No.  6.  Try  a  stub  and  p^et  the 
thickness  of  that  first  stub,  and  then  we  will  go  through  them  in  order.  What  is 
the  thickness  of  that,  sir? — A.  Two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  There  is  the  second  one,  sir  ? — A.  Two  one-thoupandths. 

Q.  Two  one-thousandths.     Now,  that  one  ? — A.  Two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  Hero  you  are,  sir? — A.  Two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  Now,  this  one? — A.  Two  one-thousandths. 

A.  Two  one-thousandths  that  one? — A.  Two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  That  one? — A.  Two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths; two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths; 
two  one- thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths; two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  twoonf-thousandths;  two  one- 
thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths ; • 
two  oue-thousandths;  two  one-thoutandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths; two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one- 
thousandths;  two  one- thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths^  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths ; 
two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths; two  oue-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou^ndths;  two  one- 
thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths; 
two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths; two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one- 
thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one  thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousand ihs;  two  one-thousandths; 
two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thou- 
sandths ;  two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths  ;  two  one- 
thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths;  two 
one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths ;  two  one-thousandths;  two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  you  have  examined  them  all,  the  stubs  on  this  exhibit,  on  No.  6, 
the  thickness  of  every  stub? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  is  the  thickness  of  eveiy  stub  on  it? — A.  Two  one-thousandths. 

Q.  You  have  measured  the  thickness  of  every  piece  of  paper  of  the  stubs? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  every  one  of  them  is  how  thick  ? — A.  Two  one-thousandths  of  an  inch. 

Q.  And  you  have  already  given  us  the  thickness  of  these  ballots,  3 — 1  to  14. 
As  a  paper  maker  you  are  familiar  with  all  the  processes  of  paper  making  are  you 
not?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  it  possible,  I  ask  you,  that  these  fourteen  ballots  came  of  these  stubs  ?—  A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  absolutely  impossible? — A.  Absolutely. 
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Q.  Now  I  will  call  yoar  attention  further,  just  look  through  them,  you  can 
judge  paper  by  the  feel  and  by  the  sight  tolerably  well,  can't  you? — A.  Yea.  We 
go  by  Bight  and  feeling 

Q.  Practically  by  sight  and  feeling  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Look  through  these  and  see  if  ihey  are  of  the  same  kind  of  paper,  if  thestabfr 
in  that  are  of  the  same  kind  of  paper  as  these?  I  am  not  speaking  as  respects 
the  thickness,  but  the  same  kind  of  texture? — A.  Do  you  want  me  to  take  each  ooe 
of  this  parcel  ? 

Q.  Take  one  of  them ;  3-6  was  4  one-thousandths  in  thickness,  iook  at  that  one 
and  compare  that  ballot  with  the  stubs?— A.  They  are  not  of  the  same  stock  and 
made  on  the  same  machine  at  the  same  time,  that  is  impossible. 

Q.  Just  explain  how  you  know  that? — A.  Our  machines  are  made  up  of 
different  sections  and  on  each  section  we  have  what  we  call  different  clothing,  the 
machines,  the  first  part  of  the  machine  is  wire,  a  wire  bieve,  which  is  graduated 
according  to  the  paper  we  are  making,  but  on  this  class  of  papers  wo  have  aboat 
seventy  meshes  to  the  inch  ;  the  next  process  takes  up  to  where  it  is  pressed 
between  felts  at  very  great  pressure  and  these  papers  are  not  pressed  on  the  same 
class  of  felt,  any  one  could  notice  the  felt  mark  in  that,  there  is  no  mark  in  this? 

Q.  I  used  the  terms  cloudy  when  cross-examining  a  witness,  would  that 
approach  it? — A.  Yes.     And  thin  paper  is  made  of  better  stock  than  the  other, 

Q.  The  paper  in  the  stubs  is  belter  stock  than  the  paper  in  the  ballot  3-6? — 
A.  The  paper  of  good  stock  will  always  feel  and  be  thinner  than  the  paper  of 
coarse  stock,  although  it  may  weigh  the  same.  The  weight  of  any  paper  will  vary 
according  to  the  weight  and  thickness. 

Q.  Could  you,  if  it  were  necessary,  weigh  these  papers  ? — ^A.  Well,  in  such 
small  quantities  as  this,  it  would  be  difficult. 

Q.  But  still  it  could  be  done? — A.  It  could  be  done  by  figuring  it  out  We 
have  scales  to  weigh  very  small  sheets  of  paper. 

Q.  About  how  large  pieces  of  paper  could  you  weigh  ? — A.  About  five  by 
eight. 

Q.  And  what  square  could  you  weigh  accurately?  How  small  a  square?— A 
About  six  inches  square. 

Q.  You  are  positive  then  that  not  one  of  these  ballots  of  series  three,  including 
one  to  fourteen,  and  all  between  could  have  come  oflf  these  stubs  ? — A.  It  is  im- 
possible. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Wednesday,  2nd  instant,  at  10.30. 
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HouBB  OF  Commons, 

WiDNiSDAT,  Aagost  2Qd,  1899. 

The  Committee  met,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  chair. 

Inquiry  re  last  Dominion  election  in  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron 
resumed. 

HvNBT  Abmstbonq  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Mr.  Armstrong,  you  were  poll  clerk,  I  understand,  in  District  No.  3,  in  the 
town  of  Goderich  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  on  the  occasion  of  the  last  Dominion  election  that  was  held  there  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  that  election  I  understand  Mr.  Holmes  and  Mr.  McLean  were  the  candi- 
dates ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  presiding  officer  or  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  James  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  nir.  * 

Q.  And  you  were  poll  clerk.  Do  you  recollect  who  represented  Mr.  Holmes  ? — 
A.  Mr.  Parsons,  and  I  think  the  young  man's  name  was  Mackenzie  if  I  am  not  mis- 
taken ;   there  were  two  scrutineers. 

Q.  Two  scrutineers,  agents  or  scrutineers;  they  would  be  scrutineers  I  suppose 
when  it  came  to  the  time  of  scrutinizing  the  ballots? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  represented  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  Clark  and  Mr.  George  Evans. 

Q.  Robert  Clark  and  Mr.  George  Evans? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  were  you  sworn  that  morning  to  the  performance  of  your  duties  ? 
—A.  I  was  not  sworn. 

Q,  You  were  not  sworn  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not  sworn. 

Q.  Were  any  of  the  agents  sworn  ? — ^A.  No,  they  were  not.  A  declaration  in 
the  book  was  filled  in  and  they  signed  that. 

Q.  There  was  a  declaration  in  the  book  and  they  signed  it?  They  just 
signed  and  no  oath  was  administered  to  any  one?— A.  None  whatever. 

Q,  After  the  poll  was  open  you  kept  the  poll  book,   did  you  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  this  the  poll  book  that  was  kept  by  you  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  my  writing. 

Poll  book  filed  and  marked  Exhibit  16. 

Q.  On  page  2  we  have  your  appointment  by  Mr,  Farr  have  we  not? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  your  signature  to  this  declaration  they  speak  about  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  after  the  poll  opened  and  you  commenced  keeping  this  record  or 
register  just  tell  us  what  you  did  ? — A.  As  each  person  came  in  to  vote  I  looked  at 
the  voters'  list  in  front  of  me  to  see  if  they  had  a  vote.  I  looked  at  the  sheet  in 
front  of  me  and  I  would  wait  to  see  if  they  had  a  vote  before  I  would  put  in  their 
names. 

By  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton: 

Q.  That  is  to  say  you  examined  the  list  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powill  : 

Q.  The  list  that  you  refer  to  that  you  examirfed  was  the  official  list  of  voters  ? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  if  you  found  his  name  on  the  official  list  you  then  entered  it  here  ?— A. 
I  entered  it  on  this  sheet. 
2—21 
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Q.  What  did  you  do  now  in  respect  to  numbering  the  voters,  on  your  register,! 
mean  ? — A.  On  the  register  I  put  a  number  in  front  of  his  name  here. 

Q.  In  what  order  ? — A.  In  numerical  order. 

Q.  In  consecutive  numerical  order  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  is  the  list  of  people,  this  is  the  official  list  that  you  spoke  of  7 — A. 
That  is  my  checking  off. 

Q.  Now,  how  many  votere,  Mr.  Armstrong,  presented  themselves  to  you  and  did 
you  register  in  this  book  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  118. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  be  certain.  We  have  the  official  record  here  ?— A.  One 
hundred  and  eighteen  that  is  correct. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  ? — A.  One  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Q.  Now,  as  I  understand  you,  there  were  118  voters  appeared  before  you  ?— A 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  118  men  voted  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  no  more  and  no  less  7 — A.  That  is  correct,  no  more,  no  less. 

Q.  No  more,  no  less.  When  the  polling  was  through,  Mr.  Armstrong,  a  state- 
ment was  made  up  of  the  result  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  was  in  accordance  with  the  count  that  was  made  of  the  ballots 
deposited  ? — A.  Yes,  according  to  instructions  that  were  received  from  the  returning 
officer. 

Q.  This  statement  was  signed  by  Farr  was  it  not  ?  The  statement  of  the  ballot 
^as  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  his  writing. 

Q.  On  page  27  of  this  record,  of  the  poll  book  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  would  you  please  tell  us  fVom  that  how  many  ballots  were  oast  for 
JtfcLean?— A.  Forty. 

Q.  Forty  ballot*  were  oast  for  Mcliean  ? — A.  Yes. 

^.  How  many  were  cast  for  Holmes  ?— A.  Seventy-two.  sir. 

Q.  Seventy-two,  yes.  Were  there  any  rejected  ballots  ? — A.  I  see  where  they 
are  marked  "  rejected." 

Q.  Yes,  one  rejected  ballot,  and  those  that  were  over  in  addition  ? — A.  Destroyed 
ballots. 

Q.  How  many  destroyed  ballots  ? — A.  Two. 

Q.  Now  I  call  your  attention  to  these  destroyed  ballots,  Mr.  Armstrong.  Were 
those  ballots  marked  there  as  destroyed  ballots,  were  they  destroyed  before  the 
voting  commenced ?  Is  your  recollection  strong  enough  for  that? — A.  Before  the 
voting  commenced  I  think  they  were  destroyed  about  the  time  the  poll  opened 
because  I  heard  Farr  make  some  remark  about  two  ballot*  being  misprinted  or 
something.    I  paid  no  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Bergeron : 
Q.  What  did  he  say  ? — A.  Misprinted,  some  defect  in  them. 

By  Mr.  Powell  ; 

Q.  Then  these  two  ballots  that  were  destroyed  never  were  handed  lo  electors 
at  all  as  I  understand  you? — A.  No,  they  were  not,  I  think  he  tore  ihem  up  and 
threw  them  behind  his  chair. 

Q.  He  tore  them  up  and  threw  them  behind  his  chair  and  they  didn't  go  into 
the  box  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 

Q.  There  is  here  "  ballots  not  marked  ",  what  about  these  ? — A.  These  ai-e  the 
ballots  blank  that  came  out  of  the  box. 

Q.  And  here  is  rejected  ballot,  was  there  any  rejected  ballot  in  the  box  ?  There 
was  one  rejected  ballot  according  to  this  report  ? — A.  Yes,  there  was. 

Q.  That  being  a  rejected  ballot  means  it  was  taken  out  of  the  box  and  rejected 
in  the  count  does  it  not? — A.  That  is  as  being  mismarked.    That  is  the  ballot. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  RusHell. 
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By  Mr,  Foweli : 

Q.  I  aukod  him  if  this  ballot  being  entered  there  as  rejected  does  not  mean  that 
the  ballot  was  polled  bat  rejected  in  the  count? — A.  That  is  a  ballot  that  we  were 
iK)t  certain  about  how  it  was.  With  regard  to  the  mark  he  was  not  certain  who  it 
was  for. 

Q.  But  the  ballot  had  actually  come  out  of  the  box  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  Tou  made  this  statement  didn't  you  ? — A.  Yes,  I  made  the  statement  for  the 
deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  this  one  ballot  that  is  rejected  you  say  that  it  was  a  ballot  that  had 
been  put  in  the  box  and  come  out  of  the  box  and  was  rejected  for  some  reason  in  the 
count  and  was  not  counted  for  either  party  ?~A.  That  must  have  been  the  way,  that 
must  be  the  way  it  happened. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Armstrong,  I  wish  to  get  from  you  now  how  many  ballots  came 
oat  of  that  box  ? — A.  There  would  be  one  hundred  and  seventy. 

Q.  How  many  were  marked  for  McLean  that  were  counted  ? — ^A.  Forty. 

Q.  How  many  for  Holmes  that  wei'e  counted  ? — A.  Seventy-two. 

Q.  How  many  ballots  do  you  say  that  had  no  mark  on  them  that  came  out  7 — 
A.  Ten. 

Q.  And  how  many  ballots  came  out  that  were  rejected  ? — A.  One. 

Q.  Now,  would  you  please  just  total  that  up  for  me.  It  is  123  the  Chairman 
says,  but  I  want  you  to  make  sure  of  it  youi-nelf.  Forty  for  McLean,  seventy-two 
for  Holmes,  ten  not  marked,  one  rejected? — \.  Fifty-three, 

Q.  The  63  did  not  come  out  of  the  box  ? — A.  One  rejected. 

Q.  That  is  123  is  it  not?— A.  That  is  123. 

Q.  Yes,  then,  sir,  you  state  that  123  ballots  came  out  of  that  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  how  many  went  in  from  your  record,  turn  back  here  ? — A.  One  hundred 
and  eighteen. 

Q.  Now  there  was  some  ballot  stuffing  there,  wasn't  there  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bussell. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  To  what  extent  then,  sir,  was  the  box  stuffed  ? 
Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bussell. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  To  what  extent  from  your  record  was  the  box  stuffed  ? — A,  You  mean  ballots 
that  came  out  not  marked  ? 

Q.  No,  I  mean  118  went  into  that  box  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  One  hundred  and  eighteen  people  voted  ? — A.  One  hundred  and  eighteen 
people  voted. 

Q.  And  127  votes,  ballot  papers  came  out  ? — A.  That  would  be  five  difference. 

Q.  Five,  yes  ? — A.  Five  difference. 
I       Q.  Five  ballots  came  out  of  that  box  that  had  no  business  to   be  in  it  ?— 
I  A.  According  to  the  statement. 

Q.  The  statement  is  correct  is  it  not  ? — A.  The  number  of  votes  here  puts  it 
118  voted  that  day. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  we  will  take  these  ballots.  We  will  finish  up  the  ballots  first  ? 
Here  are  Mr.  McLean's  ballots.  I  call  your  attention  to  the  ballot  paper  for  Mr. 
McLean  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Ju8t  look  at  those,  look  over  tbem  carefully,  you  need  not  turn  the  back.  I 
•all  your  attention  to  a  mark  here  on  the  upper  right  hand  corner,  a  white  mark, 
liagonally  across  the  corner.     How  many  are  there,  there? — A.  There  are  40  there. 

Q.  There  are  40  ballots  there  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  every  one  of  them  has  this  white  mark  across  the  upper  right  hand 
^)mer  ?— A.  So  far  as  I  can  see,  they  have  a  white  mark  on  the  right  hand  upper 
tomer. 

Q.  A  mark  diagonally  across  the  right  hand  upper  corner  ^-^-^f^gJIf^OOQlc 
2 — 21J  '^'  '^®    y  o     ^ 
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Q.  Now  the  unused  ballot  papers  were  gathered  together,  were  they  not,  Mr. 
Armstrong  ;  or  they  were  returned,  rather  f— A.  They  were  returned  to  the  best  of 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  Now  I  will  just  ask  you  to  look  through  these  and  see  if  you  see  the  same 
identioal  mark  on  these,  and  you  ean  coant  them  at  the  same  time  if  you  like  ?-— 
A,  Fifty-three  I  make. 

Q.  That  is  correct,  53  unused  ballots  that  were  returned  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  each  and  every  one  of  these  ballots  has  this  white  mark  diagonally 
across  the  upper  right  hand  corner  ? — A.  It  has. 

Q.  Now  we  will  take  the  votes  here  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes  ;  would  yon  please 
go  over  those  and  withdraw  those  from  them  that  strike  yon  as  being  a  different 
ballot  from  Ihe  rest  and  pile  them  here  ? — A.  There  is  one  I  judge  by  the  appearance 
had  the  mark. 

Q.  It  commences  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Any  yon  have  any  doubt  about  put  in  a  pile  by  themselves. 

The  witness  did  so. 

Q.  Now  you  have  made  three  piles  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  pile  is  marked  the  same  as  the  McLean  ballots  and  the  unused  ballots 
so  far  as  this  diagonal  mark  is  concerned? — A.  With  the  '*2^". 

Q.  With  the  diagonal  mark,  I  mean  ? — A.  I  didn't  notice  the  others,  you  asked 
me  to  count  them. 

Q.  In  the  unused  ballots  ? — A.  You  simply  asked  me  to  count  them. 

Q.  Well,  just  see  if  these  marks  are  ail  there? — ^A.  They  have  the  same  mark 
as  these  I  have  laid  out. 

Q.  And  these  are  unused  ballots;  the  white  mark  is  across  the  corner  of  all 
these,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  across  the  corners  of  all  these. 

Q.  Now  we  will  come  back ;  you  have  divided  Holmes's  ballots  into  three 
divisions? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  This  division  is  the  same,  as  respects  the  mark  in  the  upper  right  hand 
corner,  as  the  McLean  ballots  and  them  unused  ballots? — A.  That  is  correct. 

Q.  There  are  49  of  these? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  49  ballots  then  in  that  division  you  say  are  the  same,  as  far  as  the 
maik  in  the  upper  right  hand  corner  is  concerned,  the  McLean  and  unused  ballots? 
—  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Filed  as  Exhibit  No.  1&-3. 

Q.  Now  here  is  another  pile  you  have  made  of  ten  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Have  these  the  white  mark  diagonally  on  the  upper  right  hand  corner  ?-»A. 
Thoy  have  not. 

Q.  And  these  are  all  marked  for  Holmes,  are  they  not? — ^A.  Marked  for  Holme:*. 

Filed  as  Exhibit  No.  18-4. 

Q.  Now  we  will  look  at  this  pile  of  eleven  ballots,  these  eleven  have  not  got  the 
mark  on  the  upper  ri^ht  hand  corner  you  have  spoken  of  ? — A.  They  have  not. 

Filed  as  Exhibit  No.  18-5. 

Q.  Now  here  are  two  remaining,  what  about  these  two  ? — A.  Well  the  mark 
on  the  top  of  each  is  very  indistinct  but  it  looks  as  if  there  had  been  a  white  mark 
across. 

Q.  Indications  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  indications  of  a  white  mark  similar  to  the 
others. 

Q.  They  are  in  line? — A.  Yes,  but  very  indistinct. 

Q.  But  the  line  is  broken? — A.  Yes;  the  ink  is  heavier. 

Filed  as  Exhibit  No.  18-6. 

Q.  Now  will  look  at  the  back  of  these  (Exhibit  18-4)  these  are  the  teD;is 
there  any  initial  of  Mr.  Farr  on  the  back  of  that  one  ? — A.  No,  sir,  there  is  not. 

Q,  No  initial  on  the  back  of  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  on  the  back  of  that?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  on  the  back  of  that  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Not  on  the  back  of  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Not  on  the  back  of  that  one  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  on  the  back  of  that?— A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  Or  that  one  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  that  one  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  that  one?— A.  The  "  J.P."  is  marked  on  it. 

Q.  His  initials  are  on  the  back  of  that  one  ? — A.  Tea. 

Filed  as  Exhibit  No.  18-4a. 

Q.  Now,  that  one  I  think  we  will  mark  speoiallj  becaase  it  is  different  from  ' 
the  rest  ? — A.  That  is  the  ballot  that  has  the  initials. 

Q.  Now,  I  will  call  yoar  attention  to  these.  I  am  speaking  of  the  12  ballots ; 
jast  follow  me  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  ten  of  the  ballots  in  series  18-5  have  Mr.  Farr's  initials  on  the  back  or 
what  you  believe  to  be  Mr.  Farr's  initials  on  the  back  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  two  have  not  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  these  two  initials  on  the  back? — A.  None  whatever,  sir. 

Exhibits  pat  in  and  marked  18-5a,  18-56. 

Q.  Then,  as  I  understand  you  there  are  eleven  ballots  that  were  counted  from 
the  box  for  Mr.  Holmes  thai  had  not  Mr.  Farr*s  initials  on  the  back? — A.  That 
would  be  the  ten  we  counted. 

Q.  There  is  one  of  the  ten  that  had  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  left  nine  in  thut  bundle  and  two  in  this  ? — A.  That  would  be  ten  blanks, 
you  mean. 

Q.  No,  no,  not  blanks.  You  see,  there  were  ten  in  that  division,  and  Fan*'B 
initials  were  on  the  back  of  one  that  left  nine  in  that  division  on  which  there  were 
DO  initials,  and  two  in  this  division  that  makes  eleven  altogether?  If  you  do  not 
follow  it  you  needn't  mind  because  it  is  in  the  reporters'  notes. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  again  to  Mr.  McLean's  ballots  18-1.  Now,  I  would  ask 
you  to  look  at  these  and  see  if  there  is  a  solitary  case  in  McLean's  ballots  in  which 
there  is  an  uninitiailed  ballot? — A.  No,  they  are  initialled  J.F. 

Q.  And  you  believe  these  to  be  the  initials  of  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  I  believe  they  are  ; 
that  id  his  initiajs.  I  didn't  watch  him  closely  endorsing  everyone,  but  from  the 
similarity  of  the  writing  there,  I  believe  them  to  be  the  same. 

Q.  Now,  we  will  take  the  49,  that  is  18-3,  for  Mr.  Holmes.  I  would  ask  you  to 
look  over  that  series  and  see  if  every  one  of  that  series  is  not  initialled  by  the  deputy 
returuinir  officer  ?    What  about  that  one  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  None  on  that  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  There  is  none  on  that  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  all  the  rest  of  this  scries  of  49  marked  as  18-3  are  endorsed  with  Farr's 
initials  excepting  two  ? — A.  With  the  exception  of  two. 

Q.  And  on  these  two  there  are  no  initials  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  at  your  post  all  day,  Mr.  Armstrong? — A.  I  was  at  my  post  all 
day  long,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  at  your  post  all  day  long  ? — A.   Yes,  sir. 

y.  Was  Mr.  Farr  at  his  post  all  day  long  ? — A.  He  was  not. 

Q,  He  was  not  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that? — ^A.  He  went  out  several  times  during  the  day. 
He  was  in  and  out  several  tiroes  during  the  day. 

Q.  In  and  out  of  the  room  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  kind  of  building  was  the  room  ? — ^A.  In  the  town  hall. 

Q.  In  the  town  of  Goderich  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  did  he  go  out  of  the  division  in  which  you  were  or  out  of  the  building 
altogether? — A.  He  went  out  of  the  ro9m  he  was  in. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  whether  he  went  out  of  the  building  altogether  or 
not? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him — you  said  you  saw  him,  in  the  morning,  destroying  some 
ballots?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  was  it?— A.  About  the  time  the  poll  opened,  they  were  counting  the 
ballots. 

Q.  How  many  did  he  destroy? — A.  There  were  two  torn  up. 

Q.  Two  torn  up  ? — A.  Y^s,  sir.  They  were  misprints  and  were  thrown  behind 
the  chair  and  laid  there  all  day,  because  I  remember  speaking  to  him  about  it. 
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Q.  There  is  evidence  that  there  were  remnants  of  four  ballots  picked  up  in  the 
hall,  you  only  saw  him  destroy  two  ? 

Mr.  BussELL. — My  understanding  is  that  there  were  three  picised  up  by 
his  chair.  1  object  to  any  statement  being  made  to  this  witness  as  to  what  evidence 
has  been  sworn  to  by  another. 

Argument  followed. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Armstrong,  you  only  saw  him  destroy  two  ? — A.  Well,  I  did  not 
see  him  doHtroy  them,  but  I  know  they  were  destroyed  by  him  just  about  the  time 
the  poll  opened,  for  the  simple  reason  I  didn't  count  the  ballots  at  all,  but  Mr.  Evans 
counted  them  just  to  see  if  they  were  right  and  Mr.  Parsons  counted  them  and  they 
made  the  same  number. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Evans?— A.  He  lives  in  Goderioh. 

Q.  He  was  the  agent  for  whom  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  And  who  was  Mr.  Pai-sons  ? — A.  The  agent  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  see  178  on  the  bottom  of  that? — A.  One  hundred  and  seventy-eight. 

Q.  These  are  not  your  figures  are  they  ? — A.  No,  they  are  not. 

Q.  If  there  ever  was  a  ballot  on  the  bottom  of  the  block  with  the  number  of 
the  polling  booth  and  the  town  or  township  and  the  number  of  ballots  it  has  been 
removed  has  it  not? — A.  Do  you  mean  written  or  printed? 

Q.  Written  on  them. — A.  There  is  no  mark  on  that  whatever  that  I  can  see. 

Q.  Then  thei-^  is  no  mark  on  that  whatever  except  the  188  ? — A.  No  pencil 
mark. 

Q.  No  pencil  mark? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Then  if  there  ever  was  on  the  back  of  that  package  a  ballot  with  the  number 
of  the  ballots  on  ii,  that  has  been  removed  if  there  ever  was  a  ballot  with  such  a 
mark  there  ? — A.  Do  you  mean  there  ever  was  ?  If  there  ever  was  it  does  not 
appear  now.  - 

Q.  Did  you  or  did  you  not  look  at  the  bottom  ballot  paper  before  it  was  meddled 
with,  the  bottom  ballot  otthis  package  ? — A.  I  did  not  touch  the  ballot  at  ail. 

Q.  You  did  not  touch  the  ballots  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  not  know  whether  that  ballot  on  the  bottom  was  in  before  Farr  oom- 
menced  tearing  them  off  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  I  am  directing  his  attention  to  10-1,  You  are  a  married  man  are  you  not  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Armstrong,  I  want  to  ask  you  if  you  ever  told  your  wife  that  you 
had  seen  Mr.  Farr  tear  up  other  ballots  or  manipulating  other  ballots  on  the  window 
sill. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bussell. 

The  Chairman.  I  understand  the  objection  is  to  the  legality  of  the  queetion 
*  *  *  *  I  think  you  should  ask  him  whether  he  did  see  that  before 
asking  him  if  he  told  anybody  he  saw  it. 

Question  withdrawn. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Did  you  see,  sir,  Mr.  Farr  have  any  ballots  on  the  window  sill  in  the  room  at 
any  time  during  that  day  ? — A.  About  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  he  got  up  from 
his  seat,  walked  out  towards  the  htove  and  then  from  there  he  went  over  towards 
one  of  the  windows  on  the  south  side  of  the  building  and  he  stood  there.  I  was  bnsj 
reading  the  paper,  there  was  nothing  doing,  and  the  voters  slackened  up  for  the 
afternoon  and  I  was  reading  the  paper  and  just  happened  to  see  him  at  (he  window 
sill  and  he  had  a  lot  of  papers  on  the  window  sill.  I  cannot  say  what  they  were 
but  I  think  they  were  stuos  ;  1  cannot  say.  I  paid  no  attention  to  that  because  I 
did  not  think  there  was  anything  wrong  at  the  time. 
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Q.  Yoa  paid  no  attention  to  it  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  yocr  wife  that  Farr  told  you  he  made  made  13  or  14  ballots 
daring  the  afternoon  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Bassell. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Farr  tell  you  that  or  anything  tothat  effect  ? — A.  At  half  past  one 
chat  day  my  dinner  was  brought  down  and  about  half  past  one  I  got  off  the  chair 
and  went  over  to  a  small  table  in  the  rear  where  I  was  sitting.  I  put  the  basket 
up  CD  the  table  and  commenced  to  take  my  dinner  and  made  the  remark  to  Farr, 
"  I  fifuess  they  have  forgotten  to  bring  your  dinner."  I  said  "  I  guess  you  had  better 
come  and  have  some  with  me.'' 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ? — A.  He  came  over  and  sat  beside  me. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  ? — A.  He  made  the  remark  to  me. 

Q.  What  was  it  now  ? — A.  "  There  were  13  damn  good  ballots  in  that  box  for 
Holmes," 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q.  There  were  13  ? — A.  Thirteen ;  I  didn't  understand  what  he  meant  by  it  at 
the  time. 

Q.  You  didn't  underatand  what  he  meant  by  it  at  the  time  ? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't 
understand. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey  : 

Q.  How  many  ballots  were  polled  at  that  time  ? — A.  That  is  the  remark  he 
made  to  me. 

Q.  How  many  ballots  had  been  polled  at  that  time,  at  one  thirty  o'clock  ? — A. 
I  cannot  say  that,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  by  the  book  ? — ^A.  No,  I  cannot. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 
Q.  There  are  no  hours  in  the  bo jk  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 
Q.  More  than  thirteen,  I  suppose  ? — ^A.  More  that  13. 
By  Mr.  PwjDtll : 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Armstrong,  were  you  present,  did  you  make  any  remark  to  him 
when  he  said  this  to  yon  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Wiiat  did  you  say  ? — ^A.  I  said  "you  better  mind  what  you  are  doing."  I 
said  '^I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  you  had  better  mind  what  you  are  doing  and 
attend  to  your  business." 

By  an  Hon.  Member  : 
Q.  What  is  that? — A.  Attend  to  his  business. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Armstrong,  when  they  came  to  count  up  the  ballots  was  there  a 
dispute  in  respect  to  the  vote? — A.  There  was  considerable  wrangling.  I  had 
nothing  to  do  with  the  counting  of  the  ballots.  I  sat  in  my  chair  waiting  for  the 
reealt  to  be  announced. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  tally  ? — A.  I  kept  tally  with  the  rest. 

Q.  And  there  was  a  good  deal  of  wrangling  about  the  vote  ? — ^A.  A  great  deal 
of  wrangliDg,  there  was  considerable. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Farr  count  these  ballots  for  Mr.  Holmes  that  had  no  initials  on  the 
back?— A.  I  paid  no  attention  to  the  ballot  counting  because  there  was  so  much 
confusion  and  noise  in  the  place,  and  wrangling. 
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Q.  There  was  so  much  wran^lioff  and  dispute  during  the  time  the  counting  was 
going  on  that  you  do  not  know  what  was  said  ? — A.  I  paid  very  little  attention 
to  it. 

Q.  Tou  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  counting  of  the  votes  except  keeping  tallj? 
—A,  No,  sir,  nothing  whatever. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  as  they  came  out? — A.  T  seen  F&rr  take  the  ballots  out  of 
the  box,  lift  them  up,  see  who  they  were  for,  and  lay  them  on  the  table. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  inspect  the  endorsements,  if  any,  on  the  back  of  them?— 
A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  from  your  position  did  you  or  did  you  not  see  any  endorsements  on  the 
back  ? — A.  During  the  aay  time  ? 

Q.  No,  at  night? — A.  No,  I  was  too  far  off  to  see.  It  would  be  a  distance  from 
me  as  far  as  from  here  to  the  basket  probably. 

By  Mr.  Flint: 

Q.  I  want  to  ask  you  a  question  or  two.  Did  you  vote  yourself  there  that  day? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Tour  name  is  not  on  the  voters'  list  here? — A.  No;  I  got  a  certificate  from 
the  returning  officer  to  vote  in  that  division.    I  live  in  another  wai*d,  you  see. 

Q.  Although  jour  name  is  not  on  the  voting  list  you  voted  because  you  had  a 
certificate  from  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  scrutineers  were  Mr.  Parsons  and  John  Murray? — A.  Murray,  that  is 
the  namd,  I  gave  Mackenzie  in  mistake. 

Q.  Eobert  Clark  and  George  Evans? — A.  Robert  Clark  and  George  Evans. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Parsons  vote?  Did  he  have  his  certificate  from  the  sheriff  ? — A.  I* 
cannot  say,  sir. 

Q.  Is  there  any  paper  which  would  show  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  voted 
or  not,  I  have  no  record  or  anything. 

Q.  Did  he  have  a  certificate  from  the  sheriff,  was  this  certificate  filed  among 
the  papers  ? — A.  I  handed  my  certificate  tx)  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Was  it  filed  among  the  papers  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  Mr.  Murray  voted  or  not  or  whether  he  had  a 
certificate  ? — A.  I  cannot  say,  sir,  no. 

Q.  I  see  that  Mr.  Clark  and  Mr.  Evans  were  on  the  voters'  lists  so  they  did  not 
require  a  certificate  ? — A.  No  they  would  not  require  it,  they  were  on  the  voters* 
lists. 

Q.  There  is  a  certificate  of  John  Murray,  his  appointment,  and  this  is  the  certi- 
ficate of  Mr.  Parsons,  that  is  his  appointment  and  this  is  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
Clark  and  Mr.  Evans  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  there  does  not  appear  to  be  any  certificate,  there  does  not  appear  any 
certificate  for  these  other  two  gentlemen  as  they  were  voters  ? — A.  The  first  two. 

Q.  Parsons  and  Murray? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  see  any. 

(i.  Are  they  voters ;  do  you  know  if  they  have  a  vote  anywhere  else  or  not? — 
A.  Parsons  he  would  be  in  St.  George's  ward,  a  different  ward  altogether. 

Q.  Well  was  he  there  all  day  ? — A.  He  was  there  and  I  think  they  relieved  each 
other. 

Q.  I  was  trying  to  account  whether  it  was  possible  the  other  two  votes  might 
not  be  taken  down  on  the  list  owing  to  being  transferred  from  other  sections. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  What  is  your  business  ? — A.  I  am  an  agent,  sir, 

Q.  Agent  for  what  ? — A.  An  agent  for  a  paint  company.  I  take  orders  lor 
books,  and  so  on.    A  general  agent. 

Q,  You  take  orders  for  books  and  are  an  agent  for  paint  and  anything  else  ? — 
A.  I  canvass  for  flower  seeds,  bulbs,  and  so  on. 

Q.  You  canvass  for  flower  seeds,  bulbs  and  so  on.  When  did  you  know  that 
you  had  been  appoinetd  poll  clerk  ? — A.  The  day  or  two  before. 
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Q.  Who  told  you.?— A.  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  place  where  you  acted,  that  is  the  same 
man  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q*  He  told  you  he  wanted  you  to  act  as  poll  clerk  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You— of  course  I  need  not  ask  you  but  to  have  it  on  the  recorl — are  a  man 
of  good  reputation? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Pair  and  honest  in  your  dealings?  —A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  up  to  that  time  you  had  been  a  Conservative  in  your  politics  ? — A. 
Well,  I  hadn't  been  a  politician  at  ail.        ^ 

Q.  Answer  my  qaestion.  Up  to  that  time  you  had  been  a  Conservative  ? — A. 
Well,  I  could  not  say  that;  I  had  voted  on  both  si4es  because  I  was  never  a  politi- 
cian in  my  life;  I  always  voted  for  the  fittest  man. 

Q.  You  were  not  a  strong  party  man  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  voted  both  ways?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  as  much  a  Conservative  as  a  Liberal  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  of  good  reputation,  and  you  were  asked  by  Mr.  Farr  to  act  as  poll  clerk  7 
— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  acted  before  as  poll  clerk  ? — A.  I  had  acted  the  previous 
month  in  a  local  election. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  In  the  month  of it  was  the  month  of  December. 

Q.  Before  this  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  was  there  anything  different  in  the  conduct  of  this  election,  so  far  as 
you  were  concerned  and  you  signing  the  book,  different  from  the  local  election  and 
this  one  ? — A.  The  local  election  was  conducted  in  a  very  nice  manner. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  about  yourself;  was  there  anything  different  in  your  conduct 
as  to  taking  any  oath  or  signing  any  book  in  the  local  election  and  in  this  one? — A. 
I  cannot  remember  there  was ;  the  election  came  so  close  together  I  cannot  remem- 
ber what  transpired  at  the  previous  election  but  just  simply  filled  the  declaration. 

Q.  Well,  vou  read  and  write  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  signature  ?  (handing  witness  poll  book)  ? — A.  That  is  my 
signature. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  writing  ? — A.  That  is  ray  writing. 

Q.  And  you  filled  out  the  oath  ?— A.  Well 

Q.  You  filled  out  the  oath  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  thei*efore  you  must  have  read  it  before  you  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  is  not  the  mere  signing  something  but  filling  out  this  oath  and  it  is  headed 
"oath  ofpoll  clerk  "?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  not  sworn  ? — A.  I  was  not  sworn. 

Q.  But  you  went  there  and  acted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  regarded  that  as  the  same  thing  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  the  reason  why  you  were  not  sworn  ? — A.  There  was  no 
Bible  in  the  room. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  for  one  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  you  read  this  over  and  filled  in  the  blanks  in  the  printing :  '^  I  the  under- 
signed,"  and  you  filled  in  "  Henry  Armstrong  "  yourself  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  "Appointed  poll  clerk  for  the  polling  district  No.  3  of  the  electoral  district 
of  West  Huron,  Goderich,  do  solemnly  swear" ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  "  Or  afifirm  "  is  put  in  brackets  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  ...."that  I  will  act  faithfully  in  my  capacity  of  poll  clerk,  and  also  in 
that  of  deputy  returning  officer  if  required  to  act  as  such,  according  to  law,  without 
partiality,  fear,  favour  or  affection,  and  that  I  will  keep  secret  the  names  of  the 
candidates  for  whom  any  of  tho  voters  at  the  polling  station  in  the  polling  district 
No.  3  markb  his  ballot  paper  in  my  presence  at  this  election.  So  help  me 
God"?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  that,  "  So  help  me  God  "  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  signed  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So,  it  is  on  the  book  as  an  oath  and  you  so  regarded  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  so  regai*ded  it? — A.  I  so  regarded  it. 
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Q.  And  then  as  to  yoar  conduct,  now,  if  anything  shoald  be  made  of  joar  con- 
duct there,  what  do  you  f<ay  to  your  portion  as  affecting  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  aa 
far  as  I  was  concerned,  I  conducted  my  business  properly  with  it,  as  £ar  as  I  was 
concerned. 

Q.  You  did  not  register  the  name  of  a  man  who  had  not  the  right  to  vote?— 
A.  No. 

Q,  And  the  register  in  this  is  of  those  who  had  the  right  to  vote  ? — A.  Yei». 

Q.  And  you  saw  them  receive  the  ballot? — A.  Yes.  ^ 

Q.  Bid  you  see  the  ballot  taken  off  this  book? — A.  Well,  I  seen  the  depatj 
returning  officer  hand  the  ballots  to  som^  of  the  people. 

Q.  Why  didn't  you  see  him  hand  them  to  all  ? — A.  Sometimes  there  would  be  a 
man  outside  waiting  for  me  to  ^o  over  tlie  voters'  list. 

Q.  Describe  this  for  us.  You  were  where  ?  How  were  you  sitting? — A.  To  his 
right. 

Q.  Suppose  you  come  in  by  the  door,  where  was  the  deputy  returning  officer? 
A.  He  was  sitting  here  and  I  was  hero;  it  was  a  large  oval  table. 

Q.  And  you  were  to  the  right  of  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  voter  would  come  in  in  front? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  could  see  him  and  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  he  could  see  yon 
both?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  was  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Directly  in  front  of  the  deputy  returning 
officer. 

Q.  And  whore  did  he  keep  his  ballot  papers  ? — A.  His  ballot  papers  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  He  kept  them  in  front  of  him, 

Q.  He  kept  them  in  front  of  him  on  the  table  ? — A.  At  his  right  hand. 

Q.  At  his  right  hand  in  front  of  him  on  the  table  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  the  voter  would  come  as  far  as  you  saw  he  would  take  a  ballot 
from  that  book  ? — A.  Yes,  and  hand  it  to  him ;  I  would  see  if  he  was  all  right. 

Q.  Yon  were  there  before  9  o'clock  ? — A.  I  was  there  before  9  o'clock. 

Q.  What  was  done  at  the  opening  of  the  poll;  in  the  first  place  who  were  thero 
besides  yourself? — A.  There  was  the  scrutineers — Parsons. 

Q.  Who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  Clark  and  Greorge 
Evans. 

Q.  Robert  Clark  and  George  Evans? — A.  Yes. 
*     Q.  And  who  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Murray  and  Pai'sons. 

Q.  Murray  and  Parsons? — A.  Yes;  I  made  a  mistake  awhile  ago,  I  said 
Mackenzie  and  Parbons,  but  it  was  Murray  and  Parsons. 

Q.  It  was  Murray  and  Parsons  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  deputy  returning  officer?— A.  Yes. 

A.  And  any  one  else? — A.  The  constable. 

Q.  What  was  his  name  ? — A.  Stephen  Yates, 

Q.  Stephen  Yates  the  constable;  he  was  in  the  room  at  9  o'clock  when  the 
proceedings  commenced  ? — A.  I  could  not  swear  to  that,  but  I  think  he  was. 

Q.  Now  what  was  done  at  first  just  before  allowing  the  electors  to  get  their 
ballots;  was  the  ballot  box  opened  ?— A.  The  ballot  box,  I  didn't  see  Mr.   Farr — 

Q.  You  didn't  see  that?— A.  No.  . 

Q.  So  you  don't  know  whether  it  was  open  or  not  ?— (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  to  look  in  the  ballot  box,  or  how  was  that  ? — A.  No,  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well  at  all  events  the  proceedings  went  on  during  the  day  in  the  ordinary 
way  ? — A.  In  the  ordinary  way. 

Q.  Now  you  had  a  converftation  ;  about  what  time  was  that,  I  want  to  fix  it; 
you  said  it  was  when  you  ate  your  dinner  ? — A.  About  half  past  one  I  ate  my  dinner. 

Q.  There  was  only  how  many  votes  polled  at  your  place  all  day  ? — A.  118. 

Q.  So  you  oould  easily  get  through  it  if  the  voters  came  in  by  eleven  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  vote  was  fairly  good  ? — A.  Yes,  up  to  the  time  the  footoriea  came  oat; 
at  half  past  eleven  and  twelve  a  number  came  in. 
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Q.  A  namber  came  in  ? — A.  Tee. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  take  yoar  dinner  till  after  the  noon  hour? — A.  Half  past 
ooe. 

Q,  So  by  that  time  can  you  say  threc-qaarters  of  the  vote  was  polled  ?— A.  I 
should  say  so. 

Q.  ifow  then  a  question  in  reference  to  the  destroying  of  ballots  in  the  morning 
in  some  way ;  was  that  some  blank  ballots ;  and  you  think  two  were  destroyed  ? — 
A.  They  were  taken — ^there  was  two  misprints  on  the  top  of  the  bundle ;  I  was 
given  by  Farr  to  understand  he  had  destroyed  them  because  they  were  misprinted. 

Q.  At  all  events  you  understood  in  the  morning  that  two  ballots  from  that 
package  were  destroyed  ? — A.  Tes,  because  they  lay  behind  his  chair  all  day. 

Q.  In  the  morning  they  were  thrown  behind  his  chiir? — A.  Lay  there  all  day. 

Q.  They  remained  there  in  plain  sight  ? — ^A,  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  as  far  as  you  know  the  scrutineers  on  both  sides  could  see  them  as 
well  ?— A.  Just  as  well. 

Q.  Is  this  your  writing  at  the  summing  up  of  the  ballots  in  the  book  or  whose 
iathat? — A.  That  is  my  writing,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  your  writing  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  this  does  not  appear  to  tally ;  have  you  any  explanation  to  offer  with 
reference  to  that ;  where  did  you  get  these  figures  ? — ^A.  I  got  these  figures  from  the 
deputy  returning  officer;  I  waited  till  ho  got  through  the  wi-angling  and  asked 
"  what  will  I  put  down  now,  I  want  to  get  home  ?  " 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Do  yon  know  whether  or  not  Mr.  Farr  initialled  the  margin  of  the  ballots, 
that  is  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 
Q.  You  can't  say  7 — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  Mr.' Farr  after  this  conversation  with  him  at  lunch,  at  dinner  rather, 
did  be,  at  any  time,  after  that,  say  anything  to  you  about  his  conduct  as  deputy 
returning  officer  that  day  ?  Did  he  at  any  time  afterwards  make  any  statement  to 
you  00  the  subject  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge.  I  don't  think  I  saw  him  afterwards 
for  some  time. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  think  about  that,  whether  on  that  day  at  half  past  one  or  any 
sabeeqnentday  did  he  say  anything  to  you  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  You  are  (»ure  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir,!  never  met  him  but  once,  up  at  his 
house  aboat  the  second  week  after. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  it  then  ? — ^A.  No,  sir.  I  went  up  there  to  get 
some  money  that  was  due  to  me  from  him. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  conversation  you  had  with  him  on  the  subject  ? — A.  That  is 
only  conversation  I  ever  had. 

By  Mr.  PoweU  : 
Q.  Do  you  know  where  Farr  is  now  ? — A.  I  do  not,  sir. 

Witness  then  withdrew. 
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Abraham  Smith  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Where  do  you  live  ?— A.  InCrodorioh. 

Q.  What  ia  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  clean  and  dye  clothes. 

Q.  Were  you  living  in  Goderich  at  the  time  of  the  Dominion  election  in 
February  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  James  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  living  in  Goderich  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  intimately,  know  him  well  ?  Were  you  well  acquainted 
with  him  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  he  was  acting  as  deputy  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  In  the  town  of  Goderich  at  that  election  ? — ^Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him  as  to  his  conduct  as  deputy 
returning  officer  at  the  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  ailer  the  election  did  you  have  a  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  The 
next  morning. 

Q.  Where  was  it  ? — A.  In  the  shop. 

Q.  What  shop  ?— A.  My  shop. 

Q.  What  did  ne  say  to  you  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  just  what  he  said. 

Q.  Tell  me  as  nearly  as  you  can,  did  he  talk  about  what  he  had  done  on  eleotion 
day  ? — A.  He  went  over  some  of  it. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  ? — (No  answer.) 

The  Chai&man. — Tell  what  you  know,  Mr.  Smith. 
By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Come  witness,  I  want  you  to  tell  what  he  said  as  nearly  as  you  can  remem- 
ber?— (No  answer.) 

Q.  Gome,  come,  tell  me;  you  remember  something  he  said.  You  remember 
the  conversation? — ^A.  I  remember  the  conversation. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  he  talking  about? — A.  He  was  speaking  about  the  election. 

Q.  What  was  he  saying  about  it  ? — A.  Speaking  about  the  way  he  had  managed 
affairs  up  there. 

Q.  Up  where?    At  the  polling  place  where  he  was? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  he  say  he  had  managed  affairs  ? — A.  I  can't  explain  it  to  you. 

Q.  Explain  it  as  nearly  as  yon  can,  he  said  he  had  managed  affairs? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  told  you  how  he  had  managed  atfairs.  Give  us  an  idea  of  how  he  said 
he  had  managed  them? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Ck>me,  tell  as  nearly  as  you  can,  Mr.  Smith.  What  did  he  say  he  had  done? 
Did  he  say  anything  about  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  ballots? — A.  He  said  that  he  had  been  given,  I 
think  he  said  it  was  seven  ballots  for  to  work  out. 

Q.  He  hid  been  given  seven  ballots  to  work  off  ? 

Mr.  BussELL  objected  that  the  witness  was  being  misquoted,  that  he  did  not  say 
he  was  given  ballots  to  work  off. 

A.  To  work  them  out,  I  suppose  it  would  be  about  the  same. 

Q.  Did  he  say  for  whom  he  had  worked  them  out  ? 

Mr.  BaiiTON  objected  to  the  question. 

Q.  How  did  he  say  he  worked  them  out,  Mr.  Smith? — (No  answer.)  . 

Q.  Tell  us  as  nearly  as  you  can  what  he  told  you  ? — A.  I  can't  tell  you. 

Q,  Did  he  explain  to  yon  how  he  had  worked  them  out? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  how  he  had  done  it? — A.  No. 
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Q.  He  didn't  tell  yoa  how  he  had  done  it? — A.  He  told  me  how  he  had  done  it, 
but  I  ean't  explain  it  to  you  iuBt  now. 

Q.  He  told  yon  how  he  had  done  it? — A.  Tee, 

Q.  He  said  that  he  had  been  given  seven  ballots  to  work  ont,  is  that  correot  ? — 
A.  Tee. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  yon  whether  he  had  worked  them  out  or  not  ? — A.  He  said  he 
did. 

Q.  And  he  told  yon  how  he  worked  them  out,  is  that  right? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bid  he  tell  you  for  whom  he  had  worked  them  oat  ? — A.  For  Mr.  Holmes. 

Committee  adjourned  until  four  p.m. 


WsDNESDAT,  Augost  2nd,  1899. 

The  Committee  resumed  at  four  o'clock. 
Examination  of  Abraham  Smith  resumed : 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  I  was  asking  you,  Mr.  Smith,  about  your  conversation  with  Mr.  Fan*  in  your 
shop  the  morning  after  the  election  and  yon  told  me  part  of  it.  I  want  to  ask  you 
what  Mr,  Farr  said  to  you  as  to  the  manner,  the  way  in  which  he  worked  out  these 
seven  ballots  for  Mr.  Holmes? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  that,  I  cannot  tell  you  how  he 
done  it.     * 

Q.  No,  but  did  he  tell  you  how  he  did  it  ? — A.  He  said  he  done  it. 

Q.  I  know  you  said  he  said  he  did  it,  but  did  he  tell  you  how  he  did  it? — A.  No. 

Q«  He  just  told  you  he  had  worked  the  seven  ballots  Out  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  didn't  tell  you  how  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  1  thought  I  understood  from  you  before  dinner  that  he  did  tell  you  how  he 
did  this?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  mean  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well  now  about  how  long  did  the  conversation  last? — A.  I  couldn't  tell  you 
that. 

Q.  How  leng  was  he  in  your  shop  ? — A.  He  was  there  off  and  on  for  days. 

Q.  I  know,  but  on  this  occasion  ? — A.  Oh  I 

Q.  You  told  me  he  was  in  your  shop  the  morning  after  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  had  a  conversation  with  him  there?  I  want  to  know  how  long  he  was 
in  the  shop  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  Probably  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half. 

Q.  Was  he  talking  about  this  election  matter  all  the  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  he  say—^o  you  mean  witness  that  he  was  talking  to  you  about  the 
election  matter  for  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half? — A.  Oh,  not  altogether,  certainly 
not. 

Q.  He  was  not  talking  to  you  altogether  about  that? — A.  No.     * 

Q.  How  long  was  he  talking  to  you  as  far  as  you  can  remember  about  the  elec- 
tion matter  ?— A.  I  could  not  very  well  say. 

Q.  Well,  tell  us  if  you  know  how  he  said  he  had  worked  off  these  seven  ballots 
for  Mr.  Holmes.  Didn't  ho  say  anything  more  than  that?  I  want  you  to  recollect 
if  you  can  what  he  did  say  ? — A.  I  do  not  just  recollect. 

Q.  You  don't  just  recollect  what  more  he  said,  is  that  it,  is  that  what  you  mean  ? 
Don't  you  recollect  anything  more  than  that  of  what  he  said  besides  what  you  have 
told  me? — A.  I  could  not  very  well  go  to  work  and  tell  you  the  story. 

Q.  You  could  not  very  well  go  to  work  and  tell  me  the  story.  Why  couldn't 
you  ? — A.  Not  the  way  I  understand  it. 
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Q.  The  way  you  understood  it  from  him,  I  want  you  to  tell  the  story.  Now, 
Farr  told  you  some  story  about  this.  He  gave  you  an  account  of  it,  you  remember 
that  don*t  you  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  remember  that.  Now,  I  want  you  to  tell  me  what  Parr's  account  of  it 
was  as  near  as  you  can  ? — A.  Well,  he  came  into  the  shop  and  he  said  that  Mr.  Yates 
had  been  up  after  the  ballot  box  the  night  before,  that  oe  did  not  think  that  Farr 
would  be  able  to  do  the  job.  He  said  he  came  down  town  and  Willy  Horton  took 
him,  he  came  down  town  to  the  committee  room  and  Horton  took  him  down  to 
Craig's  and  put  him  through  his  facings  to  see  whether  he  could  do  the  job  or  not. 
That  is  all  I  know  abont  it. 

Q.  He  said,  let  me  see  if  I  understand  you  correctly  and  you  will  check  me,  Mr. 
Sifton,  he  said  Yates  had  como  up  to  his  house? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  : 
Q.  Yates?— A.  James  Yates. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  James  Yates  had  come  up  his  house  to  see  about  the  ballot  box,  was  that  it? 
— A.  No  to  get  it.    He  got  it. 

Q.  Do  you  meau  he  got  it  back  after  the  elections  ? — A.  No,  before,  the  night 
before. 

Q.  And  they  wanted  to  see  whether  he  could  do  the  work  properly  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  brought  him  down — you  spoke  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Horton, 
Billy  Horton?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  Billy  Horton  had  to  do  with  it  ? — ^A.  He  took  him  down 
to  Mr.  Craig's  for  to  see  whether  he  could  handle  the  ballots  or  not. 

Q.  Whether  he  could  handle  the  ballots  properly,  ^es,  what  Mr.  Craig,  what  is 
Mr.  Craig's  first  name  do  you  know  ? — A.  William  Craig. 

Q.  William  Craig.    Voea  he  live  in  Goderich? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  business  ? — A.  Hotel  keeper. 

Q.  Hotel  keeper.  Did  he  say  whether  he,  Farr,  went  down  to  Craig's  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  He  went  down  to  Craig's  and  they  put  him  through  his  facings  there -as  yoa 
call  it  to  see  whether  he  could  handle  the  ballots  properly.  Well  now,  what  I  want 
to  get  at  next  is,  did  he  tell  you  anything  about  the  way  in  which  he  did  handle  the 
ballots?— A.  No. 

Q.  Beyond  the  fact  that  he  had  worked  off  or  worked  out  seven  of  them  for 
Holmes?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  vou  anything  about  the  way  in  which  he  had  done  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  didn't  tell  you  anything  about  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now  what  else  did  he  tell  you  ? — A.  I  don*t  remember  anything  more. 

Q.  You  don't  what  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  anything  more. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  more?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  have  any  other  conversations  with  you  about  this  matter? — A 
We  might  have  had  lots  of  conversations  but  I  don't  remember  just  what  took  place. 

Q.  Did  he  at  any  other  time  tell  you  anything  about  his  handling  the  ballots 
on  election  day? — A.  He  might  have. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  recollect  whether  he  did  or  not  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  can't  say  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  the  next  occasion  that  he  talked  to  you  about  the  ballots;  where 
was  it,  do  you  remember  ? — A,  I  could  not  remember. 

Q.  You  can't  remember;  did  he  talk  to  you  that  same  day? — A.  He  may  have, 
the  chances  are  he  did. 

Q.  You  cannot  say  whether  he  did  or  not?  Do  you  know  Billy  Horton  who 
has  been  spoken  of? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  In  Goderich. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ? — A.  Town  treasurer. 
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Q.  Did  you  say  town  troaflurer? — A.  YeB. 

Q.  James  Yates,  isn't  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  In  Goderich. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ?^A.  He  was  keeping  a  book  store  until  lately. 

Q.  Is  he  living  in  Goderich  now? — A.  Yes. 

By  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton : 

Q.  He  is  living  in  Grodench  now  7 — A.  He  has  got  Mr.  Seager's  situation ;  Mr. 
Seager  ffave  him  hx^  situation. 

Q.  Is  this  man  in  Goderich  now? — A.  Yes.  He  is  not  police  magistrate; 
Seager  is  police  magistrate,  but  he  gave  him  a  place. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 
Q.  A  position  of  policeman  or  crier  or  what  is  it  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Do  yon  mean  clerk  ? — A.  He  is  clerk  of  the  Division  Court  or  something 
like  that. 

Q.  You  say  he  is  clerk  of  the  Division  Court  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  he  is  clerk 
of  the  Division  Court. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Smithy  I  wan'tyou  to  tell  me,  I  wan't  you  to  think  the  matter  over, 
and  tell  me  whether  there  is  anything  more  that  you  can  recollect  of  a  conversa- 
tion between  you  and  Farr  on  the  morning  after  the  election  day  beyond  what  you 
have  told  me  ? — ^A.  I  cannot  recollect  of  anything  moi*e. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  anything  more  ? — A.  Not  very  well, 

Q.  What  is  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  anything  moi'e  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Has  a  Mr.  McCormack  been  speaking  to  you  about  your  evidence? — A.  No, 
1  never  spoke  to  Mr.  McCormack. 

Q.  The  Mr.  McCormack  who  formerly  lived  in  Godench  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  has  not  been  talking  to  you  ?^A.  No,  I  mot  him  this  morning,  but  never 
had  any  conversation  with  him  no  more  than  just  to  speak  to  him. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  Duncan  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q.  Mr.  Duncan,  you  reside  in  Toronto  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  in  the  employ  of  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  James  Farr  ? — A.  I  know  him  by  sight 

Q.  He  was  in  the  employ  of  that  -firm  at  one  time  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  allout  what  time  he  loft  ? — A.  It  would  be  about  three 
weeks  ago,  I  should  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  is  now  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  him  before  he  went  away  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  You  hadn't  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  on  speaking  terms  with  him  ? — A.  Never  spoke  to  him  in  my 
life. 

Q.  The  reason  we  subpcenaed  you  was  because  we  understood  from  Mr.  Keough 
that  you  had  made  a  statement  as  to  what  farr  had  told  you  ? — A.  No,  it  was  a 
mistake. 

Q.  It  is  a  mistake  ? — A.  Yes,  I  never  spoke  to  the  man  in  my  life. 
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Q.  Is  there  any  other  man  of  your  name  in  the  firm  ? — A.  ^o. 

Q.  Yon  are  the  only  one  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  say  Farr  made  no  statement  to  you  whatever  ? — A.  None. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  where  he  is  ? — A.  ^o. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  had  any  particular  chums  ? — A.  I  don't  know, 


sir. 


Witness  discharged. 


Joseph  Kidd  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  {Halifax)  : 

Q,  You  reside  in  Toronto,  Mr.  Kidd  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  in  the  employ  of  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.  ? — A.  Yei». 

Q.  In  what  capacity  ? — A.  Lumber  buyer. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  in  their  employ  for  some  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  about  what  time  he  left  ? — A.  It  was  some  time  in  Jalj. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  before  he  left  in  regard  to  his 
going? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  it  ? — A.  Oh,  I  saw  him — he  had  left  about  a  week  before  that  and 
came  back  to  get  his  pay — I  saw  him ;  I  asked  him  what  he  was  doing;  oh,  he  said 
he  was  knocking  around  the  country ;  had  been  in  Ottawa  and  had  been  in  Goderich 
and  I  told  him  he  had  got  himself  into  a  nice  box,  there  was  crooked  work  ap 
in  West  Huron.  Then,  oh,  let  me  see  now — he,  of  course,  denied  doing  anything 
wrong;  I  asked  him  what  he  was  going  to  do,  and  he  said  he  had  a  ticket  for  North 
Dakota,  at  any  rate  he  took  it  from  his  pocket,  showed  it  to  me,  it  was  for  North 
Dakota.  I  didn't  examine  it;  said  he  had  a  cheque  for  $500,  and  I  think  that  is 
about  all  the  conversation  took  place  between  us. 

Q,  Said  he  had  a  cheque  for  J500  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  he  got  the  cheque  for  $500  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  From  whom  he  got  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  vou  as  to  the  cause  of  his  leaving  the  employ  of  Thomp- 
son &  Co.,  and  going  away  ? — A.  Well,  not  at  that  time ;  I  hSi  a  conversation  with 
him  before  he  left,  the  morning  that  I  read  in  the  paper  of  the  matter  being  broaght 
up  in  the  House  here  at  Ottawa,  I  went  in  and  twitted  him  with  it,  and  he  of  coarse 
denied  then  doing  anything  wrong;  but  he  didn't  at  any  time  say  anything  tome 
about  the  cause  of  his  going  away;  he  simply  quit  next  day  and  came  l>ackon 
Saturday  to  get  his  pay  when  I  had  the  other  conversation  witn  him. 

Q.  Well  the  day  after  you  saw  the  newspaper  report  of  the  motion  in  the  Hoaee 
you  had  this  first  conversation  you  speak  of? — A.  Yes,  that  day. 

Q.  The  day  the  newspaper  report  appeared? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  you  twitted  him  with  it  ? — A.  Yesi 

Q.  And  he  denied  having  done  anything  wrong? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  next  day  he  went  away  ? — A.  Next  day  he  didn't  come  to  work, 

Q.  The  next  lime  you  talked  with  him  he  told  you  he  had  been  in  Ottawa  and 
(Joderich? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  told  you  he  had  a  cheque  for  $500  and  a  ticket  for  somewhere  in  Dakota? 
—A.  North  Dakota. 

Q.  Did  you  see  it? — A.  He  pulled  the  ticket  out  of  his  pocket. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  cheque  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  communication  from  him  since  he  left? — A.  No, 

Q,  Have  you  seen  him  at  any  time  since  that  second  conversation  ? — A,  No. 
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Q.  Had  he  any  partioalar  ohnms  or  intimate  acquaintaoceB  amoDg  the  employees 
of  the  firm  ?— A.  Well,  there  was  one  man  in  the  employ  of  the  firm  told  me  after- 
wards  

Mr.  Britton  objected. 

Q.  I  do  not  want  what  anybody  told  or  aoonsed  Parr  of,  I  want  you  to  tell  me 
whether  you,  from  any  knowledge  you  had,  knew  whether  he  had  any  particular 
chums  in  the  firm? — ^A.  Well,  Harry  Ross,  in  the  employ  of  the  firm. 

Q.  Is  that  the  name  yon  were  just  going  to  say  ? — ^A.  Yes,  he  saw  him  after  that. 

Q.  Is  Harry  Boss  still  in  the  employment  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q,  Did  you  know  Farr  before  he  oame  to  Thompson  &Co.*s  employ? — A.  Yes,  I 
have  known  him;  oh  I  we  went  to  school  together  as  boys. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Ghxierich  boy? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  there  you  had  known  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  had  you  seen  his  name  in  connection  with  these  newspaper  reports 
you  speak  of? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  are  your  politics  ?^A.  Conservative. 

Q.  And  so  you,  having  read  that,  thought  you  would  twit  him  with  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  that  way  introduced  the  conversation ;  and  he  knew  you  were  a  Con- 
servative?— A.  Certainly, 

Q.  Always  known  ever  since  you  were  boys  together? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  say  he  denied  having  done  anything  wrong  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  when  was  it  that  you  gave  information  to  the  gentlemen  hero  that  you 
could  say  even  as  much  as  you  have  said? — A.  I  don't  think  I  ever  gave  any  infor- 
mation. 

Mr.  Borden  (Halifax,) — I  got  the  name  of  this  witness  yesterday  from  Mr. 
£eough. 

By  Mr.  Britton  ; 

Q.  You  say  you  never  gave  any  information  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  to  Mr.  Keough  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  ever  spoke  to  Mr.  Keough  on 
the  matter. 

Q.  And  Mr,  Keough  was  not  present  when  you  twitted  Farr  for  his  connection 
with  this  proceeding  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  Goderich  yourself  at  the  election  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  look  no  par^  in  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  eoe  anything  that  was  money  or  cheque  or  looked  like  it  as 
far  aw  Farr  wan  concerned  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  wa«  it  before  he  got  his  pay? — A.  He  got  his  pay  on  Saturday,  he 
quit  on  Tuesday  or  Wedneaday  I  think. 

Q.  But  as  I  understand  you,  you  had  this  conversation  one  day  and  Farr  didn't 
come  back  next  morning  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  was  it  Saturday  of  the  same  week  he  got  his  pay? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Whatever  day  of  the  week  he  left  it  was  Saturday  of  the  same  week  he  got 
his  pay? — A.  I  think  bo. 

By  Mr.  Borden  {Ealifax)  : 

Q.  What  was  Mr,  Farr's  occupation,  what  was  his  work? — A,  Oh,  he  was  a 
machinist. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Is  he  a  drinking  man? — A^.  Well  not  generally,  no. 
Q.  Sometimes  get«»  on  a  spree  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  he  would  be  a  little  erratic  ?— A.  Well,  not  very  often. 
2—22 
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By  Mr.Sifton: 

Did  you  say  he  e 
Just  said  he  had 

Witness  discharged. 


Q.  Did  you  say  he  showed  you  the  cheque?— A.  No. 
Q.  Just  said  he  had  the  cheque? — A.  Just  said  he  had  it. 


E.  W.  Clark,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q,  You  were  residing  in  Goderich  in  the  month  of  February  last,  Mr.  Clark  ?— 
A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  during  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron? 
— A.  Yo',  sir. 

Q.  You  acted  as  one  of  the  60i*ati Dears  for  Sobert  McLean  in  that  election  I 
believe  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  At  what  poll  ?— A.  No.  3. 

Q.  In  the  (own  of  Goderich  ? — A.  In  the  town  of  Goderich. 

Q.  Who  was  the  other  scrutineer  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Mr.  Evans. 

Q.  I  think  it  has  already  been  proved  in  evidence  that  Mr.  Murray  and  Mr. 
Parsons  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  there  when  the  poll  opened  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  what  took  place  then  ?  I  mean  what  was  done  so  far  as  you 
recollect  ?  Were  the  ballots  counted  ? — A.  The  ballots  were  all  counted,  before  they 
were  counted  there  was  two  torn  off  the  block  and  torn  to  pieces  and  thrown  on  the 
floor. 

Q.  You  say  there  were  two  ballots  in  a  tattered  condition,  were  they,  and  they 
were  torn  up? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  At  whose  suggestion  was  this  done? — A.  The  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Wore  they  torn  from  the  top  or  bottom  of  the  pad*? — A.  From  the  top  of 
the  pad. 

Q.  Who  counted  the  ballots  ?  Did  the  deputy  returning  officer  count  them  ?— 
A.  No,  Bir. 

Q.  What  was  done  about  counting  them  ? — A.  I  asked  him  if  he  was  going  to 
count  the  ballots,  and  he  said  he  had  counted  them. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A,  James  Farr. 

Q.  Were  they  counted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  counted  them  ? — ^A.  I  counted  them,  and  the  other  scrutineer  counted 
them,  and  Mr.  Parsons  counted  them. 

Q.  They  were  counted  by  three  of  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

1^.  Do  you  remember  how  many  they  numbered  ? — A.  I  don't  jast  remember. 

Q.  Now  can  you  tell  me  whether  Mr.  Farr  remained  in  the  building  during  the 
day  ?— A.  Not  all  day. 

%i.  Do  you  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  he  was  outdoors? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that? — A.  I  seen  him. 

Q.  From  the  window  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  seen  him  go  out. 

Q.  The  poll  was  held  in  the  town  hall  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Let  me  see  this  sketch  of  the  town  hall,  Mr.  Todd.  This  is  a  sketch  which 
Mr.  Beid  made  up  for  us  of  the  town  hall,  this  *'  A  "  represents  his  office  and  this 
"D"  represents  tne  outer  hall,  this  is  the  council  chamber;  this  "C"  represents 
the  place  where  the  deputy  returning  officer  sat,  this  ''  B'*  I  think  represents  the 
place  whore  the  voters  went  into  mark  the  ballots.  That  is  about  your  recollection 
of  it,  is  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  think  that  about  fairly  represents  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  what  Mr,  Parr  did  with  the  counterfoils  of  the  ballots  ?  — 
A.  He  put  them  io  his  pocket. 

Q.  Put  them  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  whether  or  not  he  put  any  number  on  the  counterfoils  ? — A. 
Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Did  he  put  his  initials  on  the  ballots  or  any  of  them?^A.  He  put  them  on 
all  I  seen  him  handle. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  very  close?  Because  if  you  noticed  you  saw  him  put 
initials  on  the  ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  , 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  any  number  on  the  counterfoils? — A.  No^  sir. 

Q,  During  the  day  did  you  observe  Mr.  Parr  at  any  of  the  windows  ?— A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  Which  window  was  it? — A.  It  was  the  south-east  window. 

Q.  What  did  you  observe  while  he  was  at  the  window  ? — A.  Well,  I  noticed 
that  he  had  some  papers  out  on  the  window  sill,  and  I  noticed  that  in  the  lot  there 
was  ballots  among  them. 

Q.  What  you  saw  was  that  he  had  those  papei*8  on  the  window  sill  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  seem  to  be  doing  with  them,  or  what  was  he  doing  with  them  ? 
—A.  I  don't  know  unless  he  was  examining  them. 

Q.  How  far  was  he  away  from  you  ? — A,  He  was  pretty  near  the  width  of  this 
room  I  should  judge. 

Q.  Had  he  his  back  or  his  face  towards  you  ? — A.  His  back. 

Q.  How  could  you  see  the  ballots  in  that  case? — A.  I  could  see  them  from  the 
side  as  it  were. 

Q.  He  had  his  back  directly  towards  you  ? — A.  No,  there  was  room  to  see  the 
window  Hill  at  the  side. 

Q.  Was  he  there  any  length  of  time? — A.  Oh,  for  a  few  minutes.  I  could  not 
say  how  long. 

Q.  Were  you  out  in  the  hall  at  anv  time  during  the  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  hall  is  represented  here  (showing  sketch)  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  any  one  else  there  while  you  wore  in  the  hall  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  Mr.  Parr  and  Mr.  Yates. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Yates'  names  ? — A.  Stephen. 

Q.  What  is  he? — A.  He  was  supposed  to  be  the  constable. 

Q.  Did  anything  take  place  wnile  you  were  in  that  hall  with  regard  to  the 
ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  took  place  ? — A.  I  picked  up  a  ballot  marked  for  Holmes  with  Parr's 
initials  on  as  I  supposed.  I  stooped  down  and  picked  up  the  ballot  and  said  '^  Here, 
Parr,  what  does  this  mean."  He  grabbed  the  ballots  out  of  my  fingers  before  I  had 
time  to  do  anything  myself  and  he  tore  it  up  and  threw  the  pieces  down.  T  said 
what  does  that  mean,  and  he  said  *^  Oh,  hell,  there  was  lots  of  them  around  town 
yesterday,"  and  Yates  said  "  Yes,  I  seen  them  too,"  that  is  the  expression  he  used. 

Q.  The  ballot  which  you  picked  up  was  lying  on  the  floor  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  saw  it  had  initials  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  His  initials  on  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  say  from  observation — had  you  seen  him  write,  had  you  seen  him 
make  his  initials? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  the  initials  on  this  ballot  sufficiently  to  say,  to  enable  you 
to  say  whether  in  your  belief  they  were  his  initials? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  say  that, 
tbey  were  his  initials  all  right  but  I  would  not  say  it  was  his  writing. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  was  marked  on  front  for  McLean  you  say  ? — A.  Yq^^  sir. 

Q.  Por  Holmes  or  for  McLean  ? — A.  Por  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  You  said  Holmes  all  right  ? — ^A.  Well  it  was  a  mistake  then. 
2— 22J 
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By  Mr.  Btrdtn : 

Q.  Was  the  ballot  marked  for  McLean  or  Holmes? — A.  For  McLean. 

Q.  If  you  said  Holmes  yoa  did  not  intend  to  say  it? — A.  I  did  not  intend  to 
say  it. 

Q.  I  understand  that  the  ballot  you  picked  up  was  marked  for  McLean  and  had 
the  initials  J.  F.  on  the  back  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  he  had  torn  up  the  ballot  what  did  you  do  ?  Did  you  do  anything  ?— A. 
No,  we  did  not  do  anything,  went  back  into  the  polling  booth. 

Q.  Did  you  pick  up  the  pieces  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  took  place  at  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't 
know  that  1  can  remember  all  that  took  place. 

Q.  Tell  us  as  far  as  you  can  recollect.  Where  were  the  ballots  counted? — A. 
They  were  counted  on  the  tabl.e  on  the  circular  table. 

Q.  Where  he  had  been  sitting  all  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  in  the  first  instance? — A.  He  opened  the  ballot  box  and 
emptied  all  the  ballots  on  the  table.  He  had  opened  two  or  three  and  I  objected  to 
him  bar  dling  the  ballots  in  that  way.  I  requested  him  to  put  the  ballots  back  into 
the  box  and  take  them  out  sepat  ately. 

Q.  Yes ;  what  did  he  say  to  that  ? — A.  He  got  vexed  at  that  and  ordered  us  all 
away  from  the  table  altogeiher,  till  he  would  examine  these  ballots  and  see  his 
initialn  on  them. 

Q.  He  ordered  you  all  awaj  from  the  table  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  all  go  away  from  the  table  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  went  away  and  who  stayed  ? — A.  I  stayed  myself  the  rest  stepped 
back. 

Q.  What  took  place  then  ? — A.  Well,  he  started  to  examine  them  and  then  got 
tired  of  that  and  he  emptied  them  out  again.  He  said  he  would  do  the  thing  to  suit 
himbeif.     He  emptied  them  out  again  and  started  to  count  them. 

Q.  Did  he  count  the  ballots  before  he  examined  the  way  in  which  they  were 
marked?  I  mean  did  he  simply  count  them  or  did  hd  announce  for  whom  each 
balkt  was  roaiked  as  he  counted  it  ? — A.  He  announced  as  he  counted  them. 

Q.  He  placed  the  ballots  on  the  table,  took  them  up  one  by  one  and  announced 
for  whom  they  were  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well  did  you  have  any  disputes  as  to  the  way  of  counting  them  ? — A.  Not 
till  after  the  ballot  was  counted. 

Q.  Not  till  after  each  ballot  was  counted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  disputes  did  you  have,  what  nature^? — A.  Well  there  was,  I 
wanted  them  to  go  on  counting  all ;  there  were  five  ballots  more  that  was  in  the  box 
that  what  Hhould  be  in  and  about  ihe  nature  of  thoMO  ballots  that  were  not  marked. 

Q.  You  found  Korae  ballots  that  wore  not  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  ^\^  ballots  came  out  of  the  box  more  than  should  have  been  in  according 
to  the  number  of  meii  on  your  book  who  had  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  oifer  any  explanation  as  to  the  extra  number  of  ballots? — A.  No,  be 
couhiii't  give  none. 

Q.  What  was  done  about  it? — A.  We  had  quite  a  bit  of  jangling  abojt  it  one 
wa}"^  or  another  and  he  couldn't  give  an  account  and  thought  may  be  there  was  a 
mibtuke  in  the  counting  of  the  ballots  and  counted  them  over  again,  and  then  I  wns 
not  ^atihtied  ar  d  well  he  says,  *•  count  them  again,"  so  ihey  were  counted,  1  think, 
three  times. 

Q.  And  they  always  came  out  the  123  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  poll  book  showed  that  only  118  men  had  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  voted  whose  name  did  not  go  down  on  the 
ballot  book? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  record  of  the  voters  as  they  came  him,  any  list  of  them 
your^elt'o^  mark  any  list  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

(j.  The  vote,  I  think,  ntood  at  the  end  of  the  poll  72  lor  Holmes  and  40  for 
McLi^an,  that  is  what  the  ballot  book  shows  ? — A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  the  result  ? — A.  I  was. 

Digitized  by  LjOOQ IC 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  341 

Q.  It  was  differeDt  from  what  yoa  had  anticipated  ? — ^A.  1 6),  sir. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q.  At  the  begiDDing  everything  went  as  is  nsnal  I  suppose  at  polling  places 
in  elections  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  yon  notice  anything;  did  anything  attract  your  attention  until  what 
time  in  the  day  ?  What  was  the  firat  thing  vou  noticed  ? — A.  Well,  the  fii-st  thing 
I  noticed  was  Farr  being  called  out  of  the  polling  booth. 

Q.  Farr  being  called  out  of  the  polling  booth,  somebody  from  the  outside  called 
him  out    Who  was  he  ?— A.  Mr.  Horton. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 
Q.  What  is  his  first  name  ?— A.  William. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  that? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  somewheres  about  noon. 

Q.  Where  was  Mr.  Horton  ?  Let  us  get  the  facts  of  this  as  near  as  we  can. 
This  is  the  hall  where  the  poll  took  place.  Was  it  in  the  council  chamber? — A.  It 
is  here. 

Q.  la  that  next  door? — A.  No,  it  is  a  railing. 

Q.  All  this  marked  "  council  chamber  "  is  one  room  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  a  i-ailing,  and  that  an  opening  through  the  railing? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Horton  came  to  this  door  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  called  Mr.  Farr?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  (lid  Mr.  Farr  go  ? — A.  He  went  out. 

Q.  Anybody  else  with  Mr.  Farr? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  room  where  the  polling  was  going  on  at  that  time  ? — A.  The 
four  scrutineers  and  the  clerk. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  voting  at  that  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  time  no  voting  was  going  on  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Farr  was  called  out  and  you  didn't  hear  what  took  place  outside  I  suppose  ? 
— ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Wus  the  door  shut  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  gone  ?— A.  A  few  minutes. 

Q.  How  many  minuted? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Two  or  three  minutes? — A.  1  cannot  say  exactly  how  long.' 

Q.  Put  it  at  the  outside,  five  minutes  ? — A.  He  might  have  been  gone  five 
minutes. 

Q.  But  no  more? — A.  No,  I  should  not  think  so. 

Q.  And  in  the  meantime  did  anybody  come  in  to  vote  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Then  nothing  irregular  took  place  in  the  room  while  he  was  gone  ?^A.  Not 
at  that  time,  no. 

Q.  And  as  to  what  took  place  outside  of  course  you  don't  know  ? — A.  No,  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  But  nothing  took  place  inside  the  room  while  he  was  gone? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  had  access  to  the  ballot  box? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  touched  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nobody  tried  to  do  anything  wrong? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  next  then.  That  is  all  I  can  ask  you  about  that,  all  I  can  think  of. 
What  next  ?  Perhaps  I  might  ask  you  what  suspicious  circumstance,  what  is  it  that 
you— of  course  you  are  a  Conservative,  you  were  a  Conservative  scrutineer — what 
suspicion  did  you  attach  to  his  going  out?  Iiet  us  hear  the  worst  of  it? — A.  I 
didn't  know  why  he  was  calling  him  out,  I  didn't  know  what  reason  he  was  calling 
him  out  for. 

Q.  He  might  have  business  with  Farr  ? — A.  I  had  a  pretty  good  idea  he  had  no 
business  unless  it  was  election. 
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Q.  Then  it  was  your  suBpicious  mind  that  attached  Bnspicion  to  his  going  out  in 
the  hall  and  nothing  else.  He  said  he  didn't  know  of  anythin^ezcept  it  was  con- 
nected with  elections.    That  is  what  yon  said  was  it  now  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  merely  your  suspicion  then  in  regard  to  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  don't  know  anything  of  the  business  relations  between  Mr.  Horton  and 
and  Mr.  Farr?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  suspected  it  must  be  wrong  because  it  was  on  election  day  and  yea 
were  a  Conseivative  and  Farr  was  a  Eeformer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yes,  that  is  it.  That  is  enough  to  create  suspicion,  and  what  is  the  next 
thing  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  I  am  sure  what  comes  next. 

Q.  You  told  us  something,  your  seeing  him  at  the  window  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  the  next  or  did  you  sec  him  at  the  window  first? — A.  No,  it  was  on 
towards  evening  when  I  seen  him  at  the  window. 

Q.  Will  you  point  out  the  window  in  the  room  that  you  saw  him  at,  the  place 
where  it  is  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  would  be  about  here. 

Q.  On  Exhibit  12,  about  here  you  say,  is  that  right? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  ? — A.  I  was  standing  about  here. 

Q.  In  the  front  of  the  platform,  about  the  centre,  is  that  right  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 
just  close  to  the  railing. 

Q.  What  do  you  say  as  to  where  you  were  ? — A.  I  was  near  the  railing  some 
place. 

Q  About  the  centre  of  the  council  chamber,  do  you  mean  ? — A.  The  railing 
is  not  near  the  centre  of  the  council  chamber.     It  is  pretty  well  to  the  front. 

Q.  Well,  you  wore  about  half  way  the  length  of  the  railing? — A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  That  is  as  near  as  you  can  come  to  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  with  him  at  the  window  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  talking  to  him  at  the  time? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  was  it  you  say  you  saw  at  this  distance? — A.  I  seen  him  with 
papers  on  the  window. 

Q.  His  back  to  you  and  the  window  sill  like  that? — A.  Yes;  a  little  larger 
window. 

Q.  A  larger  sill  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  j^ou  saw  him  have  some  papers  at  the  window,  and  what  else  ? — A.  I 
seen  those  ballots  among  the  papers. 

Q.  How  did  you  see  these  ballots  among  the  papers  ? — A.  Because  they  were  on 
the  window. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  you  read  the  names  on  the  paper  ? — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  How  did  you  distinguish  them  as  ballots? — A.  They  were  like  the  ballots 
we  were  using. 

Q.  You  thought  they  were  like  the  ballots  you  wore  using?— A,  I  did  not  think; 
they  were  like  the  ballots. 

Q.  And  had  the  names  of  Holmes  and  McLean  ? — A.  I  did  not  say  that.  I  won't 
swear  they  had  a  name  on  at  all. 

Q.  You  won't  swear  they  had  the  names  of  Holmes  and  McLean  on  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  But  you  saw  papers  that  apart  from  not  having  names  on,  you  thought  were 
ballots  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q  Well,  what  next;  what  did  he  do? — A.  He  put  them  back  in  his  pocket 
again. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  take  them  from  his  pocket? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  saw  him  take  something  from  his  pocket  and  put  them  on  the  window 
and  then  put  them  back  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  that  all?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  all.  He  had  put  the  counterfoils  in  his  pocket? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  it  was  not  the  counterfoils  he  took  out  ? — A.  There  was  counterfoils 
among  them. 

Q.  There  were  counterfoils  among  them  ? — A.  At  least  there  was  pieces  of  paper, 
I  suppose  they  were  counterfoils. 
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Q.  Yoa  get  down  to  that,  they  were  pieces  of  paper  which  you  supposed  were 
counterfoils,  and  you  distinguished  them  from  what  yon  thought  were  ballots  ? — A. 
Oh,  jes. 

Q.  And  you  did  distinguish  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  had  he  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  eay  anything  to  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  then  talking  opposite  to  him  ? — A.  There  was  nobody 
nearer  than  I  was. 

Q.  There  was  no  conversation,  yoo  simply  saw  him  handling  these  papers  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  is  Ihi'ie  anything  else,  or  is  that  all  about  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  all  ?  Well,  now,  what  is  the  next  ?  You  said  you  saw  him  pick  up 
something,  if  I  have  to  refroeh  your  memory  ? — A.  Pick  up  something  ?  No, 
sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  you  see  ?  or  what  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  picked  up  that  ballot, 
I  suppose. 

Q.  When  did  you  pick  that  up  ? — A.  In  the  afternoon. 

Q.  Before  or  after  you  saw  him  at  the  window  ? — A.  Before. 

Q.  You  picked  up  a  ballot  where  ? — A.  Bight  about  here.  This  is  the  approach 
to  the  stairway  ain't  it,  right  about  here. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  hall  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  after  the  poll  had  opened  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  out  in  the  hall  ?^A.  We  had  nothing  to  do  and  just 
walked  out  there. 

Q.  It  was  right  for  you  and  wrong  for  him  to  go  into  the  hall? — A.  I  didn't  say 
it  was  wroDg  for  him  to  go  into  the  ball. 

Q.  You  don't  impute  anything  wrong  in  his  going  out  into  the  hall  ? — A.  I 
didn't  say  that. 

Q.  Was  anything  wrong  ? — A.  I  said  before  I  don't  know  what  he  went  out  for. 

Q.  Well,  why  was  it  right  for  you  to  go  into  the  hall  and  not  for  him  ? — A.  I 
went  with  him. 

Q.  What  for? — A.  To  pass  the  time  away. 

Q.  You  were  willing  to  go  into  the  hall  with  him  and  not  to  go  alone? — A.  I 
did  not  say  I  was  not  willing  to  go  alone. 

Q.  What  did  you  go  out  for  ? — A.  I  told  you. 

Q,  You  told  mo  to  put  in  your  time, had  you  no  better  object  ? — A.  I  haven't  got 
a  better  one. 

Q.  You  had  no  object  in  going  out  at  all  except  to  pass  the  time  ? — A.  That 
is  all. 

Q.  And  you  two  were  alone,  or  were  there  others  ? — A.  Yates  was  with  us. 

Q.  He  was ;  that  is  the  constable  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  in  the  hall  when  you  and  Farr  left  ? — A.  The  three  scrutineers. 

Q.  And  the  poll  clerk  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  no  voter  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  the  poll  was  sufficiently  guarded,  you  thought,  by  the  three  scrutineers 
and  the  pool  clerk,  there  being  no  voters  going  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  so  you  went  out  to  pass  the  time  of  day  with  Yates  and  the  deputy 
returning  officer? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  ycu  do  when  out  there? — A.  What  did  we  do  ? 

Q.  Were  you  joking  or  smoking  or  eating  or  drinking  or  what? — A.  Neither 
eating,  drinking  or  smoking. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  after  leaving  the  poll  ? — A.  We  just  stood  around  in  the 
hall. 

Q.  Talking  with  any  one? — A.  No  one,  there  was  nobody  else. 

Q.  How  long  were  you  out? — A.  Two  or  three  minutes. 

Q.  It  was  out  there  you  picked  up  something  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  Farr  to  go  out  or  did  he  ask  you  or  was  it  just  happening  ? — A. 
Yes. 
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Q.  Which  ? — A.  Just  happened  to  go  out. 

Q.  No  design  at  all  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  whether  you  followed  Farr  or  Farr  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  when  you  got  out  it  was  immediately  after  you  picked  something  ap? 
—A.  Yen. 

Q.  Before  the  deputy  returning  officer  had  a  chance  to  drop  it? — A.  I  conid 
not  say  that. 

Q.  Was  it  further  out  in  the  hall  than  he  had  been  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that 
either. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  where  you  picked  it  up  then  ? — A.  Why? 

Q.  Where  you  picked  it  up  ? — A.  I  picked  it  up  on  the  floor. 

Q.  But  I  am  now  trying  to  get  the  position  of  that  ballot  as  to  Farr  and  you  ?— 
A.  Oh,  well,  I  don't  know  anything  about  that. 

Q.  You  can't  give  any  explanation  about  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  picked  up  the  ballot  near  the  stairs  you  don't  know  where  Farr 
was  ? — A.  At  that  time? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  He  was  standing  beside  me, 

Q.  And  further  away  from  the  ballot  than  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  naturally  could  not  have  dropped  the  ballot? — A.  I  don't  mean 
that,  I  don't  mean  be  was  around  on  the  floor  before  I  picked  up  the  ballot. 

Q.  Now,  let  us  see  again ;  you  went  out  with  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  he  in  a  position  so  ho  could  have  dropped  the  ballot  ? — A.  He  was  if 

Q.  If  what? — A.  Well,  as  far  as  I  know  he  was. 

Q.  But  will  you  say  he  was? — A.  I  won't  say  he  was  because  we  were  standing 
around  there  before  I  picked  it  up. 

Q.  You  could  have  dropped  it? — A.  I  suppose,  if  I  had  it. 

Q.  Or  the  constable  could  have  dropped  it  or  any  one  coming  into  the  hall;  I 
want  to  get  at  how  it  got  there,  what  is  your  theory,  how  did  it  get  there? — A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  You  can't  connect  Farr  with  that  at  all  ? — A.  No,  1  can't  say. 

Q.  And  when  you  picked  it  up  how  was  it  marked  ? — A.  It  was  marked  for 
McLean. 

Q.  How  was  it  up,  face  side  up  when  you  saw  it  on  the  floor? — A.  No. 

Q.  Back  up  ?— A.  Back  up. 

Q.  Crumpled  or  spread  out? — A.  It  was  straight. 

Q.  Spread  out  on  the  floor  with  the  face  down  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Appearance  of  having  been  stopped  on  or  appearance  of  being  fresh  ? — A.  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  Didn't  examine? — A.  Didn't  look  close  enough. 

Q.  What  is  your  impression  ? — A.  It  seemed  to  be  quite  fresh. 

Q.  First  you  picked  it  up  and  looked  at  the  back  side,  is  that  so  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  turn  it  over  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  saw  the  front? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  all  this  yourself?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  saw  what  was  an  initial  on  the'back  part  of  the  ballot? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  But  you  won't  swear  they  were  put  on  by  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  on  the  front  marked  in  the  place  ior  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Any  other  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Not  that  I  noticed. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  say  ? — A.  I  said  to  Farr  "  what  does  this  mean,"  and  he 
grabbed  it  out  of  ray  hand  and  said  "Oh,  hell,  them  was  flying  around  town  yes- 
terday." 

Q.  He  said  they  were  flying  around  town  yesterday;  was  that  all? — A.  That 
was  all. 

Q.  It  looked  as  if  it  was  cut  from  the  newspapers  ? — A.  As  if  it  was  cut  from 
the  newspaper. 

Q,  Yes,  or  posted  up  in  taverns? — A.  I  don't  think  they  cut  ballots  from  news- 
papers. 

Q.  Haven't  you  seen  them  posted  up? — A.  Not  on  ballot  paper. 

Q.  On  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  345 

Q.  \jA  it  your  BuapicioD  again  makes  you  think  this  wan  one  of  the  ballot  papers? 
— ^A.  No  Buspioion. 

Q.  You  know  it  was  just  the  size  of  one  of  these  papei-s  ? — A.  It  was  marked. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  y(  o  swear  to  the  thickness  of  the  paper  like  some  other 
people? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nor  to  the  size  of  it?— A.  No. 

Q.  Are  yon  willing  to  swear  it  was  one  of  these  ballot  papers  famished  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  It  was  like  tbem. 

Q.  In  general  appearance? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  aB  far  as  you  go  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Now  you  didn't  mention  any  other  circumstance  to  Mr.  Bordeu  ;  these  are 
the  only  three  1  remember;  circumstances  that  took  place  polling  day  that  you 
attach  any  suspicion  to;  wore  there  any  others? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Well  ?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  any  other;  now,  I  suppose  you  reported  these  things  to 
your  committee  after  the  election? — A.  Yep,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  s^committee  man,  weren't  you,  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  reported  the^e  things  in  plenty  of  time  to  have  the  ballots 
examined  and  a  recount  if  you  wanted  it  to  be  made ;  when  did  you  report  it  ? — A. 
Oh,  I  can't  say  exactly,  either  that  night  or  next  morning. 

Q.  You  reported  either  that  night  or  next  morning;  to  whom  did  you  report 
it? — ^A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  was  Mr.  Hays  or  Mr.  McLean,  it  was  one  or  per- 
haps both. 

Q.  You  reported  it  to  Mr.  Ilays  or  Mr.  McLean,  either  one  or  both ;  was  Mr. 
Hays  managing  the  campaign  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  I  think  he  was  interested  in  it. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  Mr.  McLean's  agent  was  for  the  election  ? — A.  I  think  it 
was  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  You  think  Mr.  Hays  was  agent  and  at  all  events  he  was  interested  in  and 
acted  in  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  reported  to  either  one  or  both  that  night  or  next  morning? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Now  when  was  it  next  you  heard  of  being  wanted  for  a  witness  ? — A.  The 
17th  day  of  July. 

Q.  When  you  were  asked  to  come  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  mean  you  had  no  conversation  with  any  one  about  it  till  the  17th  of 
July,  none  till  then  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now  about  counting  the  ballots  that  night,  had  you  then  five  more  ballots 
than  were  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  these  five  counted  for  anybody? — A.  Well,  they  were  all  counted. 

Q.  But  for  whom  ? — A.  They  were  returned. 

Q.  How  many  votes  did  you  return  as  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  don't  just  remember, 
40  I  think. 

Q.  You  don't  remember?— A.  My — no,  1  think  it  was  40. 

Q.  And  how  many  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Seventy  some  odd. 

Q.  Seventy-two,  and  that  would  make  112,  is  that  rigbt? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  This  is  as  you  understood  it  votes  that  were  counted  ? — A.  Well,  I  guess  so. 

Q.  So  there  would  be  six  less  votes  returned  than  were  actually  polled  that  day, 
that  is  an  you  understood  ? — A.  Returned  that  night ;  I  don't  understand  that. 

Q.  But  as  to  the  marked  ballots,  does  this  agree  with  your  recollection  of  what 
took  place  at  that  poll,  that  there  was  40  for  McLean  and  72  for  Holmes,  making 
112?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  if  118  voted,  there  were  6  voters  whose  votes  were  not  returned  for 
anybody,  is  that  right? — A.  Six  votes  which  were  not  returned  for  anybody? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  I  don't  understand  that. 

Q.  Well,  I  will  make  it  plain ;  how  many  voted  at  that  polling  place  that  day  ? — 
A.  One  hundred  and  eighteen. 

Q.  Now,  we  will  start  with  that,  118  people  voted  and  you  returned  40  for 
McLean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  72  for  Holmes  ?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  thcBe  two  together  make  112  ? — A..  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  is  it  uot  in  accoj-danee  with  your  recolleotions  there  were  six  votera 
retfirned  as  not  having  voted  for  anybody? — A,  I  don't  understand  it  that  way. 

Q.  You  don't  understand  the  question  I  am  asking? — A.  No,  I  don't  under- 
stand that  six  votes  not  returned  to  anybody. 

Q.  Well,  there  were  only  two  candidates,  Holmes  and  McLean,  and  40  were 
given  in  for  McLean  and  72  for  Holmes,  that  is  112  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  still  there  were  118  people  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  I  understand  you  now. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Farr  ? — A.  Oh,  I  hava  known  him  for  a  oouple 
of  years  or  more. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  for  a  couple  of  years  or  more,  he  was  unfortunately, 
was  he  not,  addicted  to  drink  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  that  sometimes  he  went  on  a  spree  ?-^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Sometimes  he  went  on  a  spree;  and  had  he  been  drinking  that  day  ? — ^A.  I 
could  not  say. 

Q.  Oh,    come,  come,  come? — A.  1  didn't  see  him. 

Q.  Oh,  come,  come,  come  now,  be  fair? — A.  I  did  not  see  aiy  liquor  that  day 
or  see  any  person  drinking  liquor. 

Q."  Was  he  not  the  worst  of  liquor  that  day  or  any  part  of  the  day? — A.  Well, 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  he  was  not. 

Q.  Not  between  9  and  5  o'clock  that  day,  is  that  what  you  say  ? — A.   f  es. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge  you  didn't;  you  don't  profess  to  be  a  judge  j 
you  are  a  sober  man  yourself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  would  not  be  a  judge;  to  the  best  of  your  knowledge  he  was  not? — 
A.  No,  1  would  not  guess  so. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  not  the  worse  for  liquor  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  he  was  the 
worse  of  liquor. 

Q,  Do  you  think  he  had  been  drinking? — A.  I  would  not  say  so. 

Q.  You  would  not  say  so  ? — A.  I  didn't  see  the  man  drink. 

Q.  From  your  knowledge  of  how  people  act  when  drunk  would  you  think  he 
had  been  drinking  liquor? — A.  I  don't  think  he  had. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  I  came  here  a  week  ago  last  Friday. 

Q.  A  week  ago  last  Frida}-,  yes;  have  you  visited  No.  6  in  this  Parliament 
Building  since  you  came? — A.  I  have. 

Q,  You  have  been  there  a  good  deal  ? — A.  Not  much. 

Q.  Considerable? — A.  I  have  been  there  a  few  times. 

Q.  Been  there  a  few  times  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  took  you  there  first? — A.  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  Mr.  Beck- has  been  with  you  pretty  constantly,  hasn't  he? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  took  you  there,  what  for?  To  give  you  pointers  in  regard  to  what  you 
were  going  to  say? — A,  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  what  was  important  and  what  was  not  important? — ^A.  No,  sir.  Mr. 
Beck  never  mentioned  it  to  me. 

Q.  Have  you  always  been  a  Conservative? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  want  to  go  on  the  other  side  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  You  knew  Mr.  Cameron  ?— A.  Which  Cameron. 

Q.  The  deceased,  M.  C.  Cameron? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  knew  him  well? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  he  ever  canvass  you  for  your  vote  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  witness,  did  you  write  a  letter  to  Mr.  Cameron  oflfering  him  your 
support  for  money,  or  for  a  consideration — ^you  know  what  I  am  asking  you,  and 
you  know  the  consequence  of  an  oath.     Answer  the  question? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  write  to  M.  C.  Cameron  and  offer  your  services  and  vote  to  him  for 
a  con**ideration  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  did.    How  much  did  you  ask  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  ? — A.  No.  sir, 

Q.  Was  it  $100  —A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Was  it  150? 
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By  lit.  Borden : 
Q.  You  oannot  ask  for  the  oontents — produce  the  letter  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 
Q.  When  was  it? — A.  I  can't  say  that  either. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  say  there  were  seventy-two  votes  for  Holmes  and  forty  for  McLean  ? — 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  About  123  votes  came  out  of  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  rest  of  the  ballots  wore  made  up  of  ten  not  marked  and  one  rejected  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Making  123  in  all?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  there  was  no  explanation,  as  I  andorstand  you,  of  how  those  5  ballots 
got  into  the  box  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  William  Horton  ? — A.  Not  personally. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  taking  any  interest  in  elections  ? — A.  He  generally 
does. 

Q.  On  which  side ? — A.  tor  the  Reform  side. 

Q.  You  were  asked  about  a  paper  which  you  picked  up,  as  to  whether  or  not  it 
was  a  ballot  paper  or  whether  it  was  like  a  ballot  paper.  Had  yon  any  doubt  as  to 
its  being  a  ballot  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  not  the  same  as  those  which  had  been  used  by  the  deputy  returning 
officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  doubt  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it  now? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Sifton: 

Q.  You  remember  that  the  11  ballots  or  10  ballots  which  were  not  initialled  that 
these  were  counted  for  Mr,  Holmes.  There  were  11  counted  which  were  not 
initialled  and  they  were  counted.  Do  you  remember  there  were  a  number  of  ballots 
not  initialled? — A.  No,  the  only  one  that  I  remembered  as  not  being  initialled  was 
rejected. 

Q.  It  was  rejected  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  whether  there  were  any  ballots  uninitialled  that 
were  counted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  You  are  only  speaking  from  recollection — ^you  don't  remember  any  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  back  of  every  ballot  to  see  if  they  were  initialled  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Sifton: 

Q.  You  say  yoa  didn't  count  the  ballots  youi^self  after  the  close  of  the  poll  ? — A. 
No,  I  did  not  say  I  did  not  count  the  ballots  ;  I  did  not^ay  I  counted  them. 

Q.  You  have  not  said  during  the  examination  that  you  counted  the  ballots  ? — 
A.  No,  sir.    It  was  at  the  opening  of  the  polls  that  I  counted  the  ballots. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  count  the  ballots  at  the  close  of  the  poll — is  that  correct? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  count  them,  or  did  you  not  count  them  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  examined  each  ballot  as  you  counted  it? — A.  Not  the  back. 
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Q.  Then,  as  a  matter  of  fact  you  don't  know  whether  any  of  the  ballots  that 
came  out  of  the  box  were  initialled  on  the  back  ? — ^A.  Some  of  them  I  noticed  were, 
but  I  did  not  notice  all  of  them. 

Q.  You  noticed  by  accident  that  some  of  them  were  initialled? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  examine  any  of  them  to  see  whether  they  were  initialled  or 
not  ? — A.  No,  not  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that. 

Q.  Did  you  handle  them  all  ? — A.  Yes. 

Witness  retired. 


William  Martin,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  You  voted  in  the  town  of  Goderich  at  the  last  Dominion  election,  did  you 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  booth  did  you  vote  at?— A.  No.  7. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  for  whom  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  kind  of  ballot  you  used  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  ballot,  if  any,  did  you  bring  into  the  polbng  booth  ? — A.  I 
can't  say ;  not  any. 

Q.  You  got  a  ballot,  did  you  not  that  day  before  you  came  into  the  booth? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  I  am  calling  your  attention  particularly  to  the  statement ;  I  want 
you  to  think  well ;  didn't  you  go  into  the  booth  with  a  blank  ballot  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
aid  not. 

Q.  And  you  swear  positively  you  did  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  get  a  ballot  after  you  came  into  the  booth  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  got  a 
ballot  for  voting. 

Q.  You  got  a  ballot  to  vote  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Prom  whom  did  you  get  it? — A,  From  Mr.  McKay. 

Q.  What  McKay?— A.  Dan  McKay. 

Q.  He  was  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir— look  up  please  Mr.  Martin,  don't  be  afraid  of  anything.  Now,  sir, 
when  you  got  that  ballot  from  the  returning  officer,  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — ^A, 
I  took  it  in  where  we  had  to  mark  it  and  fetched  it  back  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  fetch  back  the  identical  ballot  you  took  in  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q.  You  swear  to  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Positively  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  take  a  ballot  out  of  the  polling  booth — out  of  doors— did  you  ?— 
A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  number — you  were  the  last  man  that  voted,  were  you 
not  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  are  sure  of  that? — A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Sifton  objected  that  counsel  could  not  cross-examine,  to  break  down  the 
witness,  as  to  how  he  voted. 

Argument  as  to  admissibility  of  questions  followed. 

The  Chairman. — I  think  that  would  fall  under  the  order  of  reference  inasmach 
as  the  deputy  returning  officer  may  be  affected. 

By  Mr,  Powell : 

Q.  Now,  sir,  how  long  have  you  been  in  town,  in  the  city  of  Ottawa  ? — ^A.  I 
left  Goderich  on  Thursday  and  got  here  on  Friday  morning. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Mr.  Holmes  quite  frequently  since  you  came  here? — ^A*  I 
have  seen  him  several  times. 
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Q.  Have  yoa  Been  a  gentleman  named  McCormack  several  times? — A.  I  have 
seen  him  once  or  twice. 

Q.  He  was  rather  desirons  to  court  yonr  society  was  ho  not  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know 
as  he  wa8. 

Q.  Come  bir,  have  yon  seen  him  half  a  dozen  times? — A.  I  do  not  know  as  I 
have. 

Q.  Will  yon  swear  yon  havn't  ? — ^A.  I  won't  swear  I  havn't. 

Q.  Have  you  been  talking  to  him  several  times  aboatthis  matter  ? — A.  I  won't 
say  I  did. 

Q,  Will  yon  swear  yon  didn't? — A.  I  won't  swear  I  did,  I  may  have  men- 
tioned it  to  him. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  he  didn't  say  anything  to  you  about  it? — A.  I  do  not  know, 

Q.  Will  you  swear  he  didn't? — A.  He  might  have. 

Q.  What  is  your  business? — A.  A  labourer,  whatever  I  can  get. 

Q.  Now,  we  will  look  over  the  ballots  here  given  for  Mr.  McLean.  Now,  I  want 
to  call  your  attention  again.  I  give  you  another  opportunity,  sir,  of  stating  whether 
or  not  you  didn't  hand  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  to  be  put  in  the  ballot  box  a 
different  ballot  from  what  he  gave  you  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  in  the  first  place  I  call  your  attention  to  this.  Do  you  see  there 
that  there  are  two  blocks  of  ballots,  see  the  shoulder  there  on  it  and  the  shoulder  on 
this  side? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  are  two  blocks  of  ballots  put  together  for  the  returning  officer,  are 
there  noi  ? — A.  I  do  not  know,  1  took  no  interest. 

Q.  In  these  ballotH  that  I  hold  in  my  hand  there  are  two  different  pads  put  to- 
gether are  there  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Or  have  been  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  see  that? — A.  Ye»,  sir. 

Q.  Those  pads  are  numbered  if  you  will  see,  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10.  Go 
straight  on,  right  straight  in  succession,  87,  88,  you  have  observed  that,  haven't  you  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now  give  me  the  ballot  book  ? 

Mr.  Brition  objected  that  the  witness  should  not  be  called  on  to  discuss  figures 
that  were  on  record. 

The  Chairman. — ^The  way  I  understand  it,  I  may  be  wrong  of  course,  is  this; 
the  witness  has  denied  all  the  questions  put  so  far  to  him.  I  understand  the  attempt 
now  is  to  nhow  he  did  not  answer  or  made  a  mistake  or  something  of  that  kind,  and 
I  am  disposed  to  allow  this  question  until  we  see  further  what  will  come  out  of  his 
examination  on  that  point.  I  believe  the  object  of  the  questions  now  is  to  show  the 
witness  he  did  not  answer  accoi*diog  to  the  facts. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Now,  I  call  your  attention  to  the  poll  book  and  see  if  you  are  not  numbered 
there  88?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Voter  88  that  is  so,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  stub,  88? — A.  Yes,  88. 

Q.  Then  you  believe  that  to  be  the  ticket  that  was  given  you;  was  it  not  ? — A. 
I  cannot  nay  for  that,  I  never  looked  at  the  number. 

Q.  You  never  looked  at  the  number.  I  call  your  attention  to  this  fact.  You 
see  that  is  87.  There  is  86,  87,  and  88  with  the  stubs  87  and  88.  Are  all  the  stubs 
of  ballots  that  have  been  used  off  this  block  ?  That  is  so  is  it  not  ? — A.  Yes,  by  the 
looks  of  things. 

Q.  Now,  you  see  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  and  you  see  the  nature  of  that  pad,  don*t  you  ?  black  ones  with  a  white 
diagonal  mark  in  the  upper  right  hand  corner.     You  see  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  there  are  the  voles  that  purport  to  have  been  oast  for  Mr.  McLean. 
Now,  1  just  ask  you  to  follow  that  with  your  eye  and  see  if  there  is  one  of  these.  I 
want  you  to  mark  if  there  is  one  of  that  series  there  at  all  ? — A.  There  is  one,  ain't 
there? 
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Q.  Odo  there,  yee,  one  gone  in  for  Mr.  McLean.  Now,  where  are  Mr.  Holmes'? 
Is  there  one  in  Mr.  Holmes'  ? — A.  Only  that  one  that  is  taken  oat. 

Q.  That  is  one  for  Mr.  Holmes  and  one  for  Mr.  McLean.  Now  which  one  of 
these  ballots  did  you  use,  if  any  ? — ^A.  1  could  not  say. 

Q.  Eh  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Did  you  use  that  one  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  You  can't  say  whether  you  did  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q^  Did  you  use  that  one  ? — A.  I  can't  say,  I  didn't  notice. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  in  any  way  from  your  cross  ? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  cannot. 

The  two  ballots  referred  to  were  filed  as  exhibits  19-1  and  19-2,  the  unused 
ballots  as  exhibit  19-3,  McLean's  ballots  as  exhibit  19-4,  and  Holmes's  ballots  as 
exhibit  19-5. 

Q.  And  you  still  say  that  you  gave  to  the  deputy  returning  ottioer  the  identical 
same  ballot  he  gave  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  doubt  about  it  ? — A.  No  doubt. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  positively  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  your  oath  ? — ^A.  Yes. 


By  Mr.  Sifton ; 

What  was  the  d 
What  is  his  first 

Witness  discharged. 


Q.  What  was  the  deputy  retarning  officer's  name? — A.  McKay. 
Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — ^A.  Daniel. 


Daniel  MoLeod,  sworn. 
By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Mr.  McLeod,  you  live  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  election  at  which  Mr.  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes  contested  the 
riding  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  near  the  close  of  the  poll,  I  understand  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  numbered  here  as  87,  that  is  the  second  last  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  poll  was  it  ?— A.  No.  7. 

The  poll  book  was  put  in  as  exhibit  No.  19-6. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Are  you  positive  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  doubt  about  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Absolutely  certain  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote,  do  you  remember  ? — A.  I  voted  by  ballot. 

Q.  By  ballot,  yes,  and  you  made  a  mark,  did  you  ? — A.  les. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ?— A.  An  X. 

Q.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  a  place  there  for  you  to  put  the  mark  in  ? — ^A.  I  would  not  say 
there  was. 

Q.  This  is  "  Holmes  "  and  this  is  "  McLean,"  where  did  you  put  your  maiif 
— A.  Here. 

Q.  That  is  in  the  white  disc  opposite  "  McLean  "  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  ballot  that  you  marked  you  gave  back  to  the  deputy  returning  officer? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  he  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Thursday,  3rd  inst.,  at  10.30  a.m. 
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House  ov  Commons, 

Thursday,  3rd  Aogust,  1899. 

The  Committee  met,  Mr.  Fobtin  in  the  Chair. 

Inquiry  into  the  election  for  the  West  Biding  of  the  County  of  Huron  resumed. 

W.  F.  Clabkb,  (No.  10  on  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  What  is  your  first  name? — A.  William  Fordyce. 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A.  At  Goderich. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A,  Veterinary  surgeon. 

Q.  Were  you  living  there  at  the  time  of  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west 
riding  of  Horon  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  that  election? — ^A.  I  did, 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  That  is  No.  3?— A.  That  is  No.  3  in  the  town  hall. 

Q.  No.  3  polling  subdivision  in  the  town  of  Groderich? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  For  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  Just  the  usual  cross. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  it?  I  mean  opposite  whose  name? — A.  Opposite 
MoLean*s  name  in  the  disc. 

Q.  There  was  a  disc  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  colour  of  the  diec  ? — A.  1  think  it  was  white. 

Q.  Well,  after  marking  your  ballot  and  folding  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it? — 
A.  I  gave  it  to  the  returning  officer,  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked? — A.  Yes.  — ^  aiCt 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  did  not.  I  passed  imme- 
diately out. 

Q.  You  did  not  observe  whether  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off  it? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Brittont 

Q.  Had  it  a  counterfoil  on? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  counterfoil? — A.  Not  that  I  noticed. 

Q.  There  was  not  a  number  on  it? — A.  I  did  not  notice. 

Q.  Well,  if  you  saw  a  counterfoil  on  it,  how  is  it  you  can't  tell  whether  there 
was  anything  on  it,  any  marking  on  it,  if  you  noticed  the  counterfoil? — A.  1  noticed 
an  extension  of  the  ballot  and  I  supposed  it  was  a  counterfoil. 

Q.  If  you  noticed  the  ballot  enough  for  that,  why  can't  you  say  whether  there 
was  anything  on  it  or  not? — A.  I  did  not  notice  anything. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  ballot? — A.  Just  the  initials.  I  saw  the  deputy 
returning  officer  initial  it. 

Q.  And  you  saw  the  initials  after  you  had  it  in  your  hand  ? — ^A.  I  saw  it  while 
he  was  passing  it  to  me. 

Q.  After  you  got  the  ballot  did  you  see  it  before  you  delivered  it  back  again, 
did  you  see  the  initials  ? — A.  I  didn't  look  for  it,  I  did  not  notice  it. 

Q.  All  you  say  is  you  noticed  him  put  the  initials  on  a  paper  which  yon  believe 
he  handed  to  you  ? — A.  He  passed  it  to  me. 

Q.  And  after  that  you  did  not  notice  particularly  the  ballot  ? — A.  Not  the  back 
of  it. 
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Q,  You  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  number  on  the  counterfoil  or  not? 
—A.  I  do  not, 

Q   But  at  all  events  the  same  paper  you  got  you  handed  back  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  a  man  accustomed  to  voting  for  many  years  ? — A.  Yes,  I  have  voted 
a  number  of  yeai*6. 

Q.  And  you  generally  watch  what  is  done  with  your  ballot? — A,  I  was  in  a 
hurry  at  the  time. 

Q.  Everybody  is  in  a  hurry  at  this  election  especially  since  they  came  here. 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  comment  by  counsel  on  what  previous  witness  had  said. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  The  fact  is  then  you  were  in  a  hurry  ? — ^A.  I  passed  in  the  ballot  and  moved 
on  out,  I  didn'c  notice  him  put  it  In  the  box. 

Q.  You  must  have  been,  of  course,  very  unsuspicious?  or  were  you  now?— A. 
I  was  not  at  all  suspicious. 

Q.  You  thought  he  put  it  in  ? — A.  I  did,  I  believe  he  puc  it  in. 

Q.  You  think  you  would  have  noticed  if  he  hadn't  put  it  in  ? — A.  I  noticed  him 
folding  it  just  as  I  left  the  table  and  thought  he  put  it  m  the  box. 

Q.  You  think  you  would  have  noticed  if  he  had  done  what  was  wrong  and  not 
in  accordance  with  the  general  practice  at  that  time  ? — A.  I  would  have  noticed  if 
I  had  turned  around  but  my  back  was  towards  him  as  I  was  going  out.  I  handed 
my  ballot  to  him  and  he  started  folding  it  and  I  moved  off. 

Q.  Who  were  present  then  ? — A.  Mr.  Armstrong,  and  Mr.  Clarke  and  Mr.  Evans. 

Q.  Mr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Clarke  who  are  they  ? — A.  Scrutineers  1  believe. 

Q.  For  whom  ?— A.  For  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Armstrong  was  poll  clerk  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  poll  clerk  and  Mr.  Evans 
was  scrutineer  for  Mr.  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  You  now  fc>ay  you  don't  know  who  were  the  scrutineers  there,  is  that  right? 
— A.  Well  I  have  been  told  they  were  Bcrutineers  and  I  believed  they  were. 

Q.  When  were  you  told  that? — A.  On  the  day  of  the  election  I  believe. 

Q.  IIow  did  you  come  to  make  the  mistake  of  saying  that  Armstrong  was  a 
scrutineer? — A.  A  slip  of  the  ton/yjue  I  gue^s,  I  knew  Armstrong  was  a  poll  clerk. 

Q.  Who  "were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Neither  of  them  ? — A.  T  beg  pardon. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  neither  of  them  ? — A.  1  don't  rem'ember.  There  were  two 
young  gentlemen  pitting  there  that  I  thought  were  acting  for  Holmes  and  two  that 
I  thought  were  acting  for  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  they  wore? — A.  Evans  and  Clarke, 

Q.  Were  they  both  there  when  you  handed  in  your  ballot  ? — A.  They  were 
both  there. 

Q.  Was  there  any  one  else  in  the  room  besides  the  deputy  returning  officer, 
the  poll  clerk,  the  scrutineers  and  yourself? — A.  The  constable  was  standing  inside 
the  door. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ? — A.  No  person. 

Q.  So  there  was  no  crowd  or  anything  that  would  prevent  any  one  in  the  room 
seeing  everything  that  was  done  ? — A.  No  crowd. 

Q.  And  any  one  could  see  just  what  the  returning  officer  did  if  they  looked  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Some  days  after  the  election. 

Q.  How  many  days  afterwards  ? — A.  Perhaps  a  week  or  ten  days,  I  don't  just 
remember  the  date. 

Q.  You  made  it  before  any  proceedings  were  taken  here  ? — A.  Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WmST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  ffS 

Q.  Before  the  matter  oame  up  in  ParliameDt  ? — ^A.  Oh,  yes. 
Q.  And  you  say  a  few  days — how  many  would  you  Bay  ? — A.  Perhaps  three  or 
four. 

Q.  To  whom  ?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 
Q.  At  his  request  ? — ^A.  At  Yan  Every's  request. 
Q.  Who  was  Van  Bvery  ?— A.  He  was  a  voter  in  our  ward. 
Q.  Any  official  position  at  all  7 — A.  No,  I  think  not. 
Q.  W^hat  occupation  ?— A.  Gentleman. 
Q.  No  occupation  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
Q.  He  lives  in  €k>derioh  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  What  is  his  first  name  ?~A.  Bdward. 
•Q.  Bdward  Van  Bvery  ?— A.  Yes. 
Q.  At  his  request  you  went  to  Hays  ? — A.  Yes, 
Q.  To  make  the  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Witness  dischaiged. 


William  Sharhan,  Jr.  (No.  6  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Sharman? — A.  I  do,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Shoemaker. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  ?— 
A,  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  polling  officer  at  the  polling  place  where  you  voted  ? — A.  The 
polling  officer  ? 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  And  do  you  remember  who  the  poll  clerk  was? — A,  Harry  Armstrong. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it?— A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  An  ordinary  cross. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  for  putting  the  cross  on  the  ballot  opposite  the  name  7 
—A.  Yes,  a  round  dies. 

Q.  A  round  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  colon r?— A.  White. 

Q.  A  round  white  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's  name  in  that  round 
place. 

Q.  In  the  round  white  place  opposite  McJJean's  name  After  marking  your 
ballot  and  folditg  it  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  the  deputy 
returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Well,  he  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  we  call  the  counterfoil  on  it  ? — A.  No,  I  can't  say 
I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  if  he  tore  anything  oflf  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  \oa  did  not  notice  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  notice. 

Q.  Where  did  you  stand  when  you  handed  your  ballot  back  to  the  deputy 
returning  officer? — A.  The  ballot  box  might  be  there  and  I  stood  in  front  of  him 
and  watched  him  put  it  in. 

Q.  You  did  not  observe  him  tear  anything  off? — A.  I  could  not  say  he  did,  I 
didn't  take  any  particular  notice. 
2—23 
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By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote,  Mr.  Sharman  ? — A.  Very  shortly  after  the 
Doll  opened. 

Q.  Very  early  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Veiy  early  in  the  morning. 

Q.  Where  there  any  other  persons  present  when  yoa  voted  except  those  officially 
connected  with  the  poll  ? — A.  A  gentleman  named  Dancy  and  I  went  in  together. 

Q.  He  is  a  voter  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  first? — A.  I  could  not  tell  which  voted  first.  I  was  standing 
on  the  sidewalk  and  he  called  me  by  my  Christian  name  and  said  '^  We  may  as  well 
go  over  and  vote,"  but  which  went  in  first  I  could  not  say, 

Q.  Then  apart  from  him  the  only  persons  present  were  those  officially  connected 
with  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  two  rtcruiineers  for  each  side  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose. 

Q.  I  am  only  asking  you  of  your  own  knowledge  ? — A,  I  suppose  they  were. 

Q.  You  do  lemember  there  were  persons  present? — A.  Yes,  in  fact  I  do  think  I 
know  them  but  I  am  not  popitive  of  the  number. 

Q.  Farr  gave  you  a  ballot? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  do  anything  with  it? — A.  Nothing  to  my  knowledge  except  to 
initial  it? 

Q.  You  paw  him  do  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  look  at  the  ballot  when  you  got  it  ? — A.  No,  just  went  and  voted. 

Q.  Did  you  turn  it  over  after  you  got  it  to  see  if  the  initials  were  on  ? — A.  Well, 
I  didn't,  I  seen  them  on  but  whether  as  he  wa«^  writing  them  or  after  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  see  any  paper  there  to  be  taken  off? — A.  No.  I  have  heard 
a  good  deal  about  it  since  but  didn't  notice  it  at  the  time. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  was  any  number  or  mark  or  anything  written 
on  it  after  you  got  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  then  notice  these  after  he  put  them  on  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  And  after  you  handed  him  the  bullot  did  you  notice  him  do  anything? — A. 
He  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  But  before  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  do,  put  it  in  ? — A.  He  doubled  it  again  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q,  Then  he  did  do  something  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  folded  it  again  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  had  you  folded  it? — A.  I  folded  it  to  show  his  initials  on  the  outside. 

Q.  Then  you  must  have  seen  his  initials  then  ? — A.  I  suppose  I  muet;  I  always 
in  voting  fold  the  ballot  to  show  the  initials 

Q.  Then  how  did  he  fold  it  again  ? — A.  So  that  it  would  go  into  the  hole. 

Q.  The  ballot  box  hole  was  round  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  sure  whether  it  was 
round  or  square. 

Q.  You  have  always  been  a  Conservative? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  your  ballot  in  any  way  you  could  identify  it?— A.  I  did  not, 
air. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  in  pen  or  pencil  ? — A.  Pencil. 

Q.  Pencils  were  furnished  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  were  the  initials  written  V — A.  I  expect  and  think  it  was  a  pen,  but  I 
could  not  swear  lo  it. 

Q.  Not.  sure  of  that,  is  that  what  you  say? — A.  No,  not  sure,  I  didn't  take  any 
particular  notice. 

^,  Did  you  make  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  whom  ?— A.  R.  C.  Hays. 

Q.  At  whose  request? — A.  van  Every  a»*ked  me  if  I  would  do  it. 

Q.  Hadheanything  to  do  with  the  election? — A.  Had  he  anything  to  do  with  it? 

Q.  Yes,  beyond  being  a  voter  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  he  had,  he  takes  an  active 
part  in  elections.  "^ 

Q.  Does  he  hold  any  official  position  in  Goderich  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he  has  any. 

Q.  Lives  on  his  money? — A,  I  don't  know  that  he  does. 
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Q.  A  man  of  means,  at  least  reported  to  be  ? — A.  No,  he  lives  with  his  mother, 
I  gness  she  has  the  money. 

Q.  Yan  Every  asked  yoa  to  make  this  deolamtion  ? — ^A.  I  had  seen  Hays  first ; 
Hays  came  to  my  place  and  asked  if  I  would  do  it. 

Q.  And  you  made  the  declaration  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  Some  days,  but  I  don't  know  how  long. 

Q.  A  month  ?- A.  No,  I  don't  think  it  was  a  month,  but  I  don't  think 

Q.  WasFarrthere?— A.  No. 

Q.  In  Goderich  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  so,  I  underatood  he  had  gone  to  Toronto 
and  was  at  a  situation. 

Q.  His  family  were  there,  he  has  a  family  ? — A.  Yes,  they  are  there  as  far  as  I 
know. 

Q.  But  he  had  gone  to  Toronto  at  the  time  you  say  you  made  the  declaration  ? 
— A.  I  am  not  certain  he  had,  I  didn't  take  any 

Q.  As  far  as  you  know  he  had? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  know  Abe  Smith  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ? — A.  Tailor. 

Q.  The  one  who  was  here  yesterday? — A.  Tailor,  dyer,  cleaner  or  something. 

Q.  Tailor,  dyer,  cleaner  or  something? — A.  Or  something  of  that  description. 

Q.  What  is  his  reputation  ? 

Mr.  Borden  objected. 

Q.  His  reputation  for  truth  ? 

Mr.  Borden  objected. 

A.  Well,  I  don  t  know,  I  don't  think  I  should 

Mr.  BoBDBN. — Wait  a  moment. 

The  CuAiRMAN. — 1  think  the  proper  thing  is  to  ask  the  witness  if  he  believes 
such  a  person- is  creditable  under  oath,  then  under  cross  examination. 

By  Mr.Britton: 

Q.  The  question  I  put  is  this.  Do  you  know  what  Abraham  Smith's  reputation 
IB  for  truth  and  veracity  ?  — A.  I  do  not. 

Q.  Has  this  man  no  reputation  for  truth  that  you  know  of  7 — A.  Has  he  any 
reputation  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  I  know  nothing  about  the  man. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  reputation  means  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  it  please,  what  is  a  person's  reputation,  what  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 
— A.  Well,  as  to  his  character  I  should  judge. 

Q.  But  what  do  you  mean  by  reputation  ;  it  is  what  is  said  of  a  man,  isn't  it  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  neighbourhood  in  which  he  lives? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  there  is  nothing  said  about  him  to  your  knowledge  ? — 
A.  I  have  heard  nothing  said. 

Q.  Not  spoken  of  at  all  as  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know  as  to  his 
telling  the  truth. 

Q.  Only  in  other  respects  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  what  is  his  general  character  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Borden. 

The  Witness. — I  don't  think  I  should  answer  that. 

Mr.  Borden. — I  object  to  going  into  evidence  outside  his  character  for  truth- 
fulnettfi. 

The  Chaibman. — I  think  the  objection  is  well  taken.  If  you  are  to  examine 
each  witness  upon  the  character  of  the  previous  witness  we  will  be  here  for  two 
years.    I  do  not  think  it  is  relevant  myself. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Dancy  ffoinff  into  the  poll  with  you.    Do  you  know  what 
hiB  first  name  is  ? — A.  Loftus,  Louus  E.  Dancy. 
2— 23i 


Digitized  by 


Google 


856  PRIVILEOBS  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE, 

Q.  He  is  a  lawyer  Ib  he  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  now  in  Goderich  ? — A.  A  ^bw  days  ago  I  W6Dt 
to  his  office  on  hnsiness  and  they  told  me  he  was  not. 

Q.  How  long  is  it  since  you  have  seen  him  as  fktr  as  yon  can  remember  ?— A 
Oh,  I  think  it  is  a  couple  of  weeks  I  think  since  I  seen  him,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 

Maitland  Whitely  (No.  77  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  What  is  your  name  ? — A.  Maitland  Whitely. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Whitely? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  am  a  druggist. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  held  in  February  last  for  the 
west  ridinsf  of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A."  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  the  cross? — A.  Opposite  the  name. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  the  name  for  that  purpose? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  place  was  it? — A.  A  disc. 

Q.  A  disc.  Do  you  remember  what  colour  ?«-A.  Light  inside  and  darkiaroand 
I  think. 

Q.  Light  inside  and  dark  around  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  In  the  centre* 

Q.  In  the  disc  ? — A.  In  the  disc. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  gave 
it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received 
from  him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it?-^A.  He  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  counterfoil  or  any  space  on  the 
ballot  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  You  don*t  remember  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  were  you  standing  when  you  gave  him  the  ballot?— A.  Just  in  front 
of  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  you  remain  standing  there  while  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  do  not  remember  his  tearing  anything  of  it  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote  ? — A,  I  think  it  was  either  between  twelve 
and  one  or  one  and  two. 

Q.  Between  twelve  and  one  or  between  one  or  two  ? — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  you  had  had  your  dinner  or  not  ? — A.  I  had  not 

Q.  It  was  befoi*e  dinner  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Before  dinner,  and  you  will  safely  say  you  didn't  take  your  dinner  later 
than  one  thirty? — A,  12,30,  1.30  or  one. 
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Q.  After  yon  voted  ? — A.  After  I  voted. 

Q.  It  was  before  you  took  your  dinner? — ^A,  Yes,  eir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  you  didn't  take  dinner  later  than  one  thirty  that  day  ? 
You  rememkler  that  you  took  dinner? — A.  Oh,  it  was  either  between  1*2.30  and  one 
or  between  one  and  two  that  I  took  my  dinner. 

Q.  I  was  trying  to  6x  the  time  a  little  nearer  if  I  can.  You  have  told  me  you 
voted  before  you  took  your  dinner? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  right.  Now  then,  what  time,  npoaking  from  recollection,  and  think- 
ing back  as  to  that,  at  whnt  time  did  you  take  dinner? — A.  I  think  it  was  about 
half«pa8t* 

Q.  Half-past  what?— A.  Half  past  twelve. 

Q.  And  you  did  vote  before  half-past  twelve? — A.  I  cannot  say  for  certain;  I 
think  it  was. 

Q.  You  are  sure  you  voted  before  you  got  your  dinner? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  told  me  you  got  your  dinner  about  12.30  that  day? — A.  [ 
cannot  say  when  I  got  it. 

Q.  Can  you  fix  a  time  as  the  latest  possible  time  you  got  your  dinner  that  day  ? 
— ^A.  It  was  not  later  than  two.     I  thint  it  was  about  one. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  about  one,  and  you  think  you  voted  then  about  12.30? — A. 
Yes,  or  probably  a  quarter  to  one  or  a  quarter  to  two. 

Q.  A  quarter  to  one  or  a  quarter  to  two,  do  you  say? — A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Can't  you  give  it  nearer  than  that? — A,  I  can't  just  bay  when  I  went  home 
to  my  dinner. 

Q.  Where  did  you  take  your  dinner  that  day  ? — A.  At  home. 

Q.  Are  you  a  married  man  and  keep  house? — A.  No,  sir,  I  am  single. 

Q.  When  you  got  the  ballot  you  saw  h»m  put  his  initials  on? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do 
not  remember. 

Q.  You  saw  them  on  after  you  got  it? — A.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  remember  if  they 
were  on  or  not. 

Q.  And  you  said  you  didn't  remember  if  there  was  any  counterfoil  on  or  not? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  take  anything  off  them  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  But  you  saw  him  put  the  ballot  in  the  box?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  sure  of  that  ? — A.  Yes,  bir. 

Q.  And  the  same  one  that  you  gave  him? — A.  I  cannot  say  that. 

Q.  I  thought  yon  said  you  did  ? — A.  I  said  I  saw  him  put  a  ballot  in. 

Q.  You  said  he  put  in  the  ballot  you  gave  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  you  got  a  ballot  from  him  and  you  gave  him  back  the  pame  one  ? — 
A.  I  voted. 

Q.  Will  you  please  listen  to  my  questions.  Did  you  hand  him  the  same  ballot 
you  got  from  him? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  thought  he  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q,  Did  you  see  him  put  something  in  the  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  If  he  had  made  any  change  in  it  you  would  have  noticed  it,  would  you  not? 
A.  I  can't  say,  I  suppose  1  would. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  notice  any  change? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Or  anything  done  by  him  except  merely  to  take  the  paper  he  got  from  you 
and  put  it  in  the  box.    Is  that  right? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  I  suppose  if  there  had  been  any  other  letters  or  figures  on  the  paper  than  the 
initials  that  you  saw  put  there  you  would  have  noticed  it  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You,  apparently,  were  not  at  all  suspicious  that  day  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  thought  everything  was  going  on  regularly  ? — A.  I  thought  so. 

By  Mr.  Mills: 

Q.  There  has  been  one  thing  forgotten,  one  question,  that  is  did  yoa  have  soup 
for  dinner  that  day  or  not  ? — (No  answer.) 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  It  is  not  7ery  important  bat  yoa  mentioned  that  you  might  have  had  dinner 
between  half-past  twelve  and  one,  or  between  half-past  one  and  two  ? — ^A.  Yea,  sir. 

Q.  Just  explain  that.  Was  it  that  you  relieved  some  one  else  in  the  drag 
store  ? — A.  I  was  not  at  the  drug  store  at  the  time. 

Q.  Well,  how  is  it  you  can  remember  whether  it  was  between  half-past  twelve 
and  one  or  between  half  past-one  and  two  ? — A.  I  bog  your  paixlon. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  merely  with  regard  to  the  time  of  voting  ? — ^A.  I  can  almost 
swear  positively  that  I  voted  about  a  quarter  to  one. 

Q.  Were  you  watching  to  see  whether  or  not  the  deputy  returning  officer 
changed  your  ballot  ?     Were  you  watching  for  the  purpose  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  no  suspicion  at  the  time  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  T.  Thompson  (No.  98  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Air,  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich  Mr.  Thompson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county 
of  Huron  ?— A.  I  did.  sir. 

Q.  That  was  in  Febuary  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  f— 
A.  James  Fan . 

A.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — ^A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  For  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  I  put  a  cross  on  it. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  his  name  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it  ?  A  place  for  you  to  put  a  cross  on  ? — A.  A 
round  place. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  colour  of  the  place  where  you  put  your  cross  ?— A.  It 
was  blue. 

Q.  On  the  oulsido  do  you  mean  or  the  inside  ? — A.  Outside. 

Q.  The  outside  was  blue,  the  particular  part  of  it  where  you  put  your  cross, 
what  colour  was  that,  do  you  remember? — A,  1  didn't  pay  much  attention  to  it. 

Q.  I  will  show  you  the  ballot  to  see  whether,  looking  at  it,  you  can  recollect 
Did  the  ballot  resemble  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  show  me  where  you  put  your  cross? — A.  There. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  disc  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  paper  and  folding  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it?— 
A.  1  gave  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  paper  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  stood  there  about  a  minute,  and 
1  prcHume  I  saw  him  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Were  you  watching  to  see  whether  he  put  the  same  ballot  or  something  else 
in  the  box? — A.  Yes;  I  watched  him  pretty  close. 

Q.  And,  as  far  as  you  observed,  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it? — A.  No  ;  I  don't  think  he 
did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  his  doing  so? — ^A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  put  anything  in  his  pocket? — A.  No,  sii. 
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Q.  Ton  didn't  observe  bim  tear  anything  off  tbe  ballot  before  patting  it  in  the 
box  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  yon  obeerve  whether  his  initials  were  on  the  back  of  the  ballot?— A. 
Yes,  Hir. 

Q.  Bid  you  observe  any  other  mark  on  the  ballot,  any  number  on  any  part  of 
it?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  wai» — that  the  ballot  had  a  piece  of  paper 
attached  to  it,  a  piece  of  paper  called  the  counterlbil? — A.  I  think  they  were  pinned 
together. 

Q.  You  think  they  were  pinned  together?— A,  Something  to  that  effect. 

Q.  You  noticed  there  was  a  piece  of  paper  attached  in  some  way  to  the  ballot? 
— A.  Ye«*,  sir. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  get  at  is  whether  you  noticed  any  number  on  that? — A,  I 
don't  think  1  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  noticing  anything  on  it? — A.  No, 

By  Mr,  Britton: 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote? — A.  In  the  afternoon. 

Q.  About  what  time? — A.  About  three  o'clock. 

Q.  Waa  there  anybody  present  when  you  voted  except  the  deputy  returning 
of&cer  11  nd  the  poll  clerk  ? — A.  The  scrutiueers  were  there. 

Q.  Who  was  the  poll  clerk  ? — A.  I  think  it  was .     I  forget  his  name  now. 

Q.  Can*l  you  tell? — A.  I  forgot  his  name. 

Q.  Who  were  the  scrutineers  for  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  Clarke  and  Mr. 

Q.  Well,  you  remember  Kob3rt  Clarke,  anyone  else  ? — ^A.  Yes,  there  waeanother 
one,  there  is  always  two  you  know. 

Q.  1  am  speaking  about  your  memory,  who  was  there? — A.  Armstrong. 

Q.  What  18  his  name  ? — A.  Hariy. 

Q.  Ho  was  scrutineer  for  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

C^.  Who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Holmes? — A.  I  can't  tell  you. 

i).  Were  they  strangers  to  you?  Did  you  recognize  them  as  people  living  in 
Goderich  ? — A.  One  of  them. 

Q.  Which  was  that? — A.  I  told  you  1  didn't  know  the  name. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  the  ballot  you  marked  was  blue? — A.  I  thought  you 
meant  ihe  mark  I  put  on  it. 

Q.  I  didn't  mean  anything  of  the  kind;  it  was  an  answer  to  a  question  asked 
you,  and  you  said  you  thought  the  colour  of  tbe  ballot  round  the  place  where  you 
put  your  mark  was  blue? — A.  I  minunderstood,  I  thought  it  was  the  mark  1  put  on 
it  the  gentleman  alluded  to. 

Q.  What  ilid  you  think  he  meant? — A.  I  thought  he  meant  the  mark  I  put 
on  it. 

Q.  And  did  you  put  a  blue  mark  on  it? — ^A.  No.     I  put  McLean's  mark  on  it. 

Q.  And  what  mark  was  that,  what  is  McLean's  mark  ? — A,  A  pencil  mark.  I 
don't  know  just  what  colour  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  say  that  McLean  had  a  particular  mark  ? — A.  He  had  a  good  Tory 
mark. 

Q.  What  is  that? — A.  Marked  with  pencil. 

Q.  You  evidently  mean  it  was  some  peculiar  mark  about  it,  and  it  was  a  good 
Tory  mark,  what  was  it? — A.  It  was  marked  with  lead  pencil. 

Q.  Do  not  be  too  clever,  witnesses  that  are  too  smart  sometimes  miss  it.  You 
are  to  give  evidence.  Just  let  us  have  your  answer.  What  is  your  answer,  what  is 
a  good  Tory  mark  ?  The  mark  with  a  pencil  you  made  on  the  ballot  that  you 
were  speaking  about  ? — A.  It  was  a  cross, 

Q.  You  said  it  was  something  that  was  blue,  what  was  it  that  was  blue  ? — 
A.  There  was  a  couple  of  pencils  there. 

Q.  Yon  said  there  was  a  couple  of  pencils  there.  Do  you  mean  to  swear  that 
there  were  two  pencils,  becaa^e  I  think  that  is  important?  I  want  your  evidence. 
Answer  my  question,  please ;  were  there  Iwo  pencils? — ^A.  I  guess  there  was 
only  one. 
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Q.  Why  did  you  tell  roe  you  expected  there  was  two  ?  Did  you  intend  to  trifle 
with  you  oath? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  telling  me  there  were  two  when  there  were  noi  two 
pencils  ? — A.  I  have  seen  cases  where  there  were. 

Q.  That  won't  do,  you  must  answer  the  question  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  yon  think  there  were  two  pencils  at  that  time  in  the  polling  booth; 
answer,  please  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  think  there  were  two  pencils  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yon  did  not  ?    Why  did  you  say  so  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  bO  ?  Answer  the  question,  why  did  you  say  a  little  while 
ago  thiit  there  were  or  that  you  guessed  there  were  two  there,  have  you  no  answer 
to  make? — A.  I  have  seen  cases  where  there  were  ?    I  did  not, 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  you  guessed  there  were  two  pencils  there  at  that  polling 
booth  al  that  time  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Will  you  auhwer  please  ?  Why  did  you  make  that  answer  in  that  way  that 
you  guessed  there  were  two  pencils  when  you  know  there  were  not  as  you  have  told 
us?  yoQ  won't  answer  or  is  it  you  can't  answer? — A.  I  do  not  just  remember.  I 
would  not  swear  whether  there  was  one  or  two,  I  am  not  just  prepared  to  »*ay 
whether  there  was, 

Q.  Now,  you  have  got  around  that,  you  are  not  prepared  to  say  that  there  was 
one  or  two?  Do  you  say  there  was  any  blue  pencil  there  that  day  or  not? — A.  I 
cannot  say  whether  there  was  or  not. 

Q,  Why  did  you  say  you  thought  it  was  blue  on  the  place  where  you  marked 
that  ballot  ? — A.  I  have  seen  cases  where  there  were  two  pencils  of  different  colours. 

Q.  In  a  polling  booth  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  will  swear  to  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  polling  booths. — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where? — A.  Oh,  in  different  places. 

Q.  Now,  tell  me  one? — A.  I  voted  in  the  North-west  before  to-day. 

Q.  You  voted  in  the  North-west? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  tell  me  in  any  place  where  there  were  two  pencils  provided  for  the 
voter,  blue  and  red  ;  is  that  what  you  said  ? — A.  Blue  and  red. 

Q.  Tell  me  where  ? — A.  One  in  Colborne  or  Leeburn. 

Q.  You  mean  in  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  County  of  Huron, 

Q.  When  ? — A.  Well,  it  is  quite  a  time  ago  now. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  had  one  in  your  pocket? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  two  provided  for  the  voter,  is  that  what  you  say  ? — ^A.  1 
don't  know  who  they  wore  provided  for. 

Q.  What  election  was  that? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  About  15  years. 

Q.  Ffteen  years  ago  in  Leeburn  and  Colborne,  and  that  is  the  way  you  got  out 
of  that  difficulty  you  got  yourself  into  ;  now,  sir,  coming  back  to  this  what  kind  of 
pencil  wa«  it  you  marked  with  here? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  whether  blue  or  red  or  black  or  either  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Could  you  identify  your  ballot? — ^A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  you  think  there  was  something  pinned  to  the  ballot ;  where 
was  it  pinned  ;  suppot^e  it  was  where  wat>  it  pinned,  explain  so  the  committee  can 
see? — A.  Well  there  was — there  seemed  to  be  something  on  the  back,  I  didn't  pay 
Attention,  but  there  was  an  initial  on  it  or  number  or  something  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Weil,  now,  there  is  a  ballot,  you  see  it ;  all  I  want  to  know  is  where  yon  saw 
something  pinned  to  it,  the  ballot  that  you  had  ? — A.  I  guess  it  was  up  at  this  end 
of  it. 

Q.  I  don't  want  you  to  guess,  I  want  you  to  remember;  do  you  remember  or 
not;  1  don't  want  you  to  guess,  we  can  guess  as  well  as  you  can. — (No  answer.) 

Q.  So  what  did  you  say  about  anything  being  pinned  to  the  ballot? — A.  I  said 
I  thought  there  was  something  on  it. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  that;  3^ou  saw  something  pinned,  and  I  want  to  know 
from  you  what  you  meant  by  that,  that  there  wa^  something  pinned? — A.  Either 
pinned  or  stuck. 
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Q.  Something  either  pioDed  or  stuck  ;  dow,  I  ask  you  the  question  what  it  was  ? 
— A.  I  gue^s  it  was  that  thing  there. 

Q.  And  your  evidence  is  so  reliable  you  call  that  either  pinned  or  stuck,  is  that 
what  you  mean? — A.  I  guess  them  whole  things  go  together. 

Q.  Do  yoo  know  what  you  said  to  me  just  now,  do  you  know  the  answer  you 
gave  me? — A.  No,  what  w«y? 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  answer  you  gave  me,  and  I  will  tell  you,  you  said 
this,  "I  guess  the  whole  thing  goes  together/' — A.  Those  blank  things. 

Q.  Now,  I  am  not  asking  you  to  guess,  I  am  asking  you  what  you  think  yourself, 
you  said  you  thought  there  was  something  pinned  to  the  ballot  he  gave  you;  do 
you  stick  to  that;  do  you  stick  to  that;  now  jusl  answer  me  my  question  anci  we 
will  get  on;  what  did  you  moan  when  you  said  you  thought  there  was  something 
pinned  to  the  ballot? — A.  I  said  I  thought  there  was  a  number  or  something 
attache^!  to  it,  that  would  be  on  the  blank  end  I  guos*. 

Q.  Yon  keep  saying  "1  guess";  I  don't  want  you  to  guess;  have  you  any 
recollection  there  was  anything  pinned  to  it? — A.  There  was  a  number  on  it. 

Q,  Was  the  number  on  a  separate  piece  of  paper;  was  there  any  paper  pinned 
to  the  bahot  you  got  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Was  there  any  paper  attached  to  the  ballot  you  received  from  the  deputy 
returning  officer,  stuck  you  said,  stuck  or  pinned ;  now  was  there  any  paper 
attached  in  any  way  to  the  ballot  you  got  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A. 
No,  I  don't  know  that  there  was. 

Q.  And  the  number  you  say  was  on  the  ballot  itself,  or  where  was  the  number? 
A.  His  initial  and  number  was  on  the  back  of  the  ballot. 

Q.  We  will  suppose  that  is  the  ballot,  look  at  it,  nothing  specirtl  about  it  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q  Now,  where  were  the  initials? — A.  Along  the  centre  of  the  back  of  the 
ballot  there. 

Q.  His  initials  were  there  and  number? — A.  Of  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  His  initials  and  number,  is  that  what  you  say  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  from  the  way  you  answered  my  question  a  little  while  ago,  of  course, 
you  are  a  good  Tory;  you  said  you  put  a  good  Tory  mark  and  you  look  pains  to 
emphasize  that;  and  you  have  been  so  all  your  life,  I  suppose? — A.  Yes. 

Q  All  your  life;  I  think  I  have  got  all  I  need  about  that  ballot;  you  distinctly 
remember  there  was  a  number  on  the  ballot  and  the  initial? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  We  have  got  it  down  now;  I  suppose  you,  being  that  way,  would  be  very 
particular  that  the  deputy  returning  officer  put  the  same  ballot  in  the  box? — A.  I 
pre.«ume  he  did. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  see  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  rolled  it  up  and  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  You  rolled  it  up  and  gave  it  to  him,  and  what  did  he  do  with  it?— A.  Put  it 
in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  do  anything  with  it  before  he  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  Maybe  gave 
another  roll. 

Q.  Maybe  gave  it  another  roll;  you  said  maybe  gave  another  roll  and  put  it  in 
the  box,  is  that  all;  he  didn't  tear  it  in  any  way? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  think  he  tore  it  in  any  way  or  tore  anything  off  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  put  it  in  the  box;  and  then  you  told  afterwards,  I  suppose,  how  you 
voted? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Never? — A.  Oh,  probably  I  have  mentioned  it  to  some  particular  friends. 

Q.  Probably  you  mentioned  it  to  some  particular  friends,  is  that  all? — A.  That 
is  all,  yes. 

Q.  That  is  all.  Now,  you  know  you  are  not  careful  of  what  you  say,  are  you  ; 
you  only  told  it  to  some  particular  friends  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  all?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Didn't  tell  it  to  any  one  for  the  purpose  of  this  examination  ? — A.  No,  sir ;  I 
had  to  be  very  careful  for  I  was  working  for  a  Grit  at  the  time. 

Q.  You  had  to  bo  careful  because  you  were  working  for  a  Grit  at  the  time,  and 
didn't  tell  it  to  any  one  ?— A.  No. 
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Q.  How  do  you  explain  that  with  the  fact  that  you  made  a  declaration  as  to 
who  you  voted  for;  didn't  you  muke  a  declaration  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  To  whom?— A.  To  Eobert  Hays. 

Q.  At  who.so  joquost? — A.  Robert  Hays'  request. 

Q.  Anybody  else? — A.  I  think  Edward  Van  Every  had  asked  me  in  the  first 
place. 

Q.  You  told  Edward  Van  Every  how  you  voted  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  mean  by  telling  me  you  only  told  particular  friends?— 
A.  Van  Every  is  a  friend  of  mine. 

Q.  That  is  how  you  explain  that,  and  you  made  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  do  you  explain  that,  if  working  for  a  Grit  at  the  time  and  having  to  be 
careful  ? — A.  I  quit  my  job  since. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  the  declaration? — A.  I  don't  just  remember  how  long 
ago. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  to  a  day. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  I  say  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  How  long,  give  me  your  idea  of  it? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Who  was  the  Grit  you  were  working  for? — A.  Alex.  Saunders,  if  you  know 
him. 

Q.  And  he  was  the  Grit? — A.  Yes?,  hir. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  quit  your  job  ? — A.  Four  or  five  months  ago, 

Q.  Four  or  five  months  ago;  do  you  remember  the  month  you  quit  him  ?— A 
Not  just  exactly. 

Q.  Were  you  working  for  him  when  you  made  this  declaration  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  You  were,  and  while  you  were  working  for  this  man  and  afraid  to  tell 
except  some  particular  friends  you  made  this  declaration  at  the  request  of  Van 
EveiT?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  think  you  are  candid  in  coming  here  and  giving  this  evidence  to 
this  committee  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  think  jou  are  candid  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  say  you  voted  ? — A.  Three  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  say  you  saw  initials  on  the  ballot  and  you  saw  a  number  on  the  ballot 
which  was  banded  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  whether  or  not  the  number  was  on  this  part  of  it,  or  this  part 
of  it  which  we  call  the  counterfoil? — A.  Well,  his  initials  were  on  the  back  of  the 
ballot. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  the  number  was  on  the  back  or  the  counterfoil? — A.  Well,  1 
could  not  be  positive. 

Q.  You  could  net  be  positive;  you  spoke  of  something  being  attached  to  the 
ballot,  bbing  pinned  or  stuck,  you  mean  something  like  this  white  thing  here?— 
A.  Yos. 

Q.  Something  like  that  white  part? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Now,  when  I  asked  you  you  marked  out  to  the  reporter  where  you  thought 
the  number  was  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  not  giving  evidence  then  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  Btill  think  the  number  was  where  you  marked  to  the  reporter?— A. 
His  iniiial  and  name  was  on  the  back  of  the  ballot. 

Q.  That  16  not  what  1  asked  you  at  all ;  now  you  have  given  me  another  answer 
and  I  will  have  to  go  back;  do  you  still  think  the  number  was  where  you  told  the 
reporter,  the  centre  of  the  ballot? — A.  Somewhere  there. 

Q.  You  say  his  name? — A.  His  initials. 

Q.  You  said  name  a  minute  ago,  you  didn't  mean  that? — A.  No,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 
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John  A.  Robbbtson  (No.  14  in  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  live  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Kobertnon? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vole  at  th^  Dominion  election  in  February  last  for  the  west  riding 
of  the  county  of  Huron? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — 
A.  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Mr,  Farr,  do  you  know  his  firet  name? — A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  I  did. 

Q,  Did  you  mark  it  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — ^A.  A  cross  or  an  "X." 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  it  ? — A.  Bobert  McLiean's. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name 
for  putting  the  cross  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  ? — A.  A  round  hole. 

Q.  What  colour?— A.  White. 

Q.  A  round  white  space  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  your  cioss? — A.  Opposite  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  I  mean  in  that  space  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  round  white  space  opposite  Robert  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  folded  it  up. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? — A,  Gave  it  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A,  I  did, 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  Yes,  he  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  he  do^  anything  with  it  before  he  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  7 — A.  Yes,  tore 
off  the  stub. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  stub? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  didn't  watch  him. 

Q.  Were  you  suspicious  of  anything  at  the  time  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not, 

Q.  Did  you  watch  to  see  whether  he  put  the  same  ballot  id  that  you  banded  back 
to  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  he  put  that  in  as  far  as  you  observed  ? — A.  So  far  as  I  know. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : ' 

Q.  Weil,  I  understand  you  in  answer  to  Mr,  Borden,  that  he  put  the  same  ballot 
in  ? — A.  I  suppose  it  was  the  same, 

Q.  Did  not  leave  his  hands  trom  the  time  you  gave  it  to  him  till  it  went  in  ? — 
A.  No,  I  didn't  see  it. 

Q.  You  believe  that  it  did  go  in  ? — ^A.  I  believe  it  went  in. 

Q.  So  there  is  no  one  then  can  speak  from  that  to  say  he  put  the  same  ballots 
in  that  he  got  from  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  gave  him  the  same  one  that  you  got  from  him  before  you  marked  it  ? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  you  spoke  of  a  stub.  Then  there  was  a  stub  on  it  when  he  gave  it  to 
you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  on  the  stub  or  did  you  notice  anything  ? — A,  I  didn't  notice  any- 
thing. 

Q.  Was  there  anything? — A.  Perhaps  there  was,  t  couldn't  say. 

Q.  Is  your  answer  that  you  did  not  notice  it  ?  Or  that  you  can  tell  the  com- 
mittee whether  there  was  anything  on  it  or  not  ? — A.  I  can't  tell ;  I  didn't  take  that 
much  notice. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  ballot? — ^A.  There  was  Robert  McLean  and  Mr. 
Holmes. 

Q.  That  was  on  one  side,  was  there  anything  on  the  other? — A.  His  initials 
were  on  the  other  side. 

Q.  You  know  his  initials  were  on  the  other  side. — A,  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  You  saw  him  put  them  on? — A.  YeB,  sir. 

Q.  How  was  the  paper  ?  Jast  take  that  paper  in  year  hand  and  tell  us  if  the 
ballot  was  like  that  ? — A.  Yes,  so  far  as  I  know  of. 

Q.  Lift  the  first  ballot  up  in  your  hands  and  tell  if  it  was  like  that  one,  that 
ballot.  Now  there  is  the  ballot,  was  it  jast  like  that  as  near  as  you  can  tell  ?— A 
Yes,  iust  like  that  ab  far  as  I  know. 

Q.  Had  it  a  paper  like  that  on  it.  Here  is  a  blank  space,  here  is  Holmes  name, 
here  is  McLean's  name,  here  is  a  disc.  Where  did  you  pat  your  mark? — A.  £ight 
there. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  it  this  blank  space  on  ? — A.  I  suppose. 

Q.  Don't  suppose  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  had  or  not. 

Q.  Well  then  say  so? — A.  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  that  one  had  that  or  any  counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes  it  had  that 
on,  but  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  anything  else  on  it  or  not. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  it  had  a  counterfoil  on.  What  do  you  mean  by  counterfcril  t— 
A.  That  8tub. 

Q.  Then  you  mean  the  ballot  had  this  what  you  call  a  stub  on  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  white  blank  space  like  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q    You  are  sure  of  that? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  back,  any  figures? — ^A.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I 
did  not  take  any  notice.     It  is  so  long  ago  since  1  marked  it. 

Q.  You  have  given  mo  three  distinct  answers  on  that.  You  have  said  "  I  do 
not  know  it  is  so  long  ago,"  "  and  I  did  not  take  any  answer,"  and  "  1  do  not  know," 
that  is  your  answer,  meaning  you  do  not  know  if  there  was  anything  on  it  or  not? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  there  was  as  much  as  there  is  there  on  this  one  I  am  holding.  He  looks 
at  exhibit  18-2  and  says  that  the  ballot  he  got  was  like  the  top  ballot  paper  of  that 
package.    Is  that  right  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  it  had  as  much  blank  space  on  it  as  there  is  on  that  ballot  ?— A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  right  and  you  call  that  the  stub  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Yes,  now  you  have  said  to  me  (it  is  only  for  the  purpose  of  having  it  down) 
that  you  don't  know  whether  there  was  any  number  or  figure  or  letters  on  that  stab 
or  is  that  what  you  said  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  what  I  said. 

Q.,  Is  that  numbered? — A.  There  might  be  a  number* 

Q.  1  am  abking  what  you  remember  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  recollection. 

^  To  the  best  of  your  recollection  there  was  what  ? — ^A.  Nothing  on  it  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  recollection  there  was  nothing  on  the  ballot? — ^A.  There 
was  initials  on  the  back. 

Q.  The  initials  were  on  the  back  ? — A.  Bight  there. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  they  were  cross-wise  on  the  ballot  or  length- 
wise?— A.  Oh,  I  couldn't  tell. 

Q.  You  could  not  tell  about  it.  At  all  events  yon  gave  back  the  same  one?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  mark  it  in  any  way  that  you  could  identify  it  ? — A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  So  that  if  I  were  able  to  show  you  the  very  ballot  you  marked  you  ooold 
not  tell  it  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  could  not. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  me  what  kind  of  lead  pencil  it  was  that  yoa  marked  with  ?— A 
A  common  lead  pencil. 

Q.  You  are  not  one  of  the  blue  and  red  men  and,  I  suppose,  you  marked  jast 
the  ordinary  cross  and  would  not  be  able  to  identify  it  if  you  saw  it? — A.  No. 

Q,  And  you  made  a  declaration  afterwards  to  Mr.  Van  Every? — A.  No,  to  Mr. 
Hays. 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  asked  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  to  hiR  office  and  did  it? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  How  long  after  the  eleotion  ? — A.  It  was  a  month  or  two  afterwards.  No, 
it 

Q.  Well  how  long? — A.  I  cannot  ezaetly  tell  you  how  long. 

Q.  What  ig  the  best  of  your  recollection,  three  or  four  days? — A.  Oh,  it  was  a 
coaple  of  weeks  I  think. 

Witness  discharged. 


JossPH  Hamilton  (No.  29  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Mr.  Hamilton,  you  reside  in  the  town  of  GKxierioh  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  yoar  occupation  ? — A.  1  am  a  veterinary  surgeon. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county 
of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Held  on  the  2l8t  of  February.— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  that  you  voted  at  ? — A. 
Mr.  Farr,  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  upon  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark?— A.  I  put  an  *'X." 

Q.  Ooposite  whose  name? — A.  Eobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  his  name  for  the  purpose  of  putting  your  mark  ? 
—A.  Ye>,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it? — A.  A  round  hole. 

Q.  A  round  space,  and  what  colour  do  you  remember  ? — A.  The  place  was  white 
inside  and  dt^rk  around  it. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 
Q.  White  on  the  inside  and  dark  around  it? — A.  I  won't  awear  to  that. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  you  put  your  mark  in  this  space  ? — A.  Ye^. 

Q.  And  opposite  whose  name  ? — ^A.  Bobort  McLean's. 

Q.  Look  at  one  of  these  papers,  does  that  resemble  the  ballot  you  marked  ? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  show  me  on  that  where  you  put  your  mark  ? — A.  Bight  in  there. 

Q.  Bight  in  the  round  white  disc  opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Alter  marking  your  ballot  you  folded  it  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  notice  whether  or  not  there  was  any  number  on  the  white  space  or 
counterfoil  ? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  after  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — ^A.  I  handed  it  to 
Mr.  Farr  to  tear  the  stub  off. 

Q.  And  did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from 
him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  stood  there  till  he  gave  it  back  to  me 
antl  I  put  it  in  the  box  myself. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  before  giving  it  back  to  you? — A.  He  put  it  down 
on  the  table  and  tore  the  stub  off. 

Q.  Why  did  he  hand  it  back  to  you  to  put  in  the  box? — A.  He  went  to  put  it 
in  and  I  said  I  would  put  it  in. 

Q.  And  you  did  put  it  in  yourself? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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ByMr.Britian: 

(«,.  And  what  did  he  do  with  the  paper  he  tore  off? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  can't  6ay  whether  he  threw  it  on  the  floor  or  not  ? — A.  I  don't  know 
what  he  done  with  it. 

Q.  How  did  he  tear  it  off? — ^A.  He  laid  the  ballot  on  the  table  and  just  tore  it 
off. 

Q.  Upon  the  edge  of  the  table  do  you  mean? — A.  Yes,  I  stood  and  watched  him. 

Q.  Did  he  lay  it  flat  on  the  table  with  the  back  up  7 — A.  I  do  not  know  what 
side  was  up. 

Q.  You  would  not  notice? — A.  I  stood  just  and  noticed  him  and  could  not  baj 
if  it  was  the  back  or  not. 

Q.  His  initials  were  on  it.  were  they? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  When  he  handed  you  the  ballot  did  you  see  him  do  anything  with  it?^A 
Yes 

Q.  What?— A.  He  marked  it. 

Q.  He  did  mark  it  in  some  way.  Did  you  notice  if  he  put  his  initials? — A  No, 
I  did  not. 

Q.  You  thought  they  were  his  initials  T  suppose? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  doubt  they  were.  When  ho  handed  it  back  to  you  he  had  put  it  on  the 
table  with  these  initials  up  ? — A.  I  don't  remember.    I  didn't  take  notice. 

Q.  If  he  had  put  it  with  the  vote  side  up  you  would  have  noticed?^  A.  I  do 
not  know. 

Q.  But  you  would  have  thought  it  was  irregular  would  you  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  that  way  you  would  have  thought  it  queer  because  it  would  be  looking 
to  see  your  vote.  So  you  will  say  yon  don't  know  which  side  was  up  on  the  table  r 
—A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  Then  he  tore  off  this  stub?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  stub  ? — A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  then  he  handed  the  ballot  back  to  you  ? — A.  No  he  was  going  to  patit 
in  the  box  and  I  said  I  would. 

Q.  But  he  did  give  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  it  in.  At  what  time  did  you  say  you  voted? — A,  Between  a 
quarter  past  nine  and  a  quarter  to  ten. 

Q.  Between  a  quarter  past  nine  and  a  quarter  to  ten  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Early  in  the  morning  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  present  in  the  polling  place  when  you  wore? — A.  Par/,  Mr.  Clark, 
I  do  not  remember  who  all  was  there. 

Q,  Who  were  Mr.  McLean's  scrutineers  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Who  were  Mr.  Holmes'  scrutineera  ? — A.  I  do  not  know,  I  think  a  Mr. 
Martin,  but  I  could  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  How  many,  without  knowing  their  names,  do  you  say  were  in  the  room 
when  you  voted  ? — A.  There  would  be  five  or  six  I  guess. 

Q.  You  made  a  declaration  did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  Mr.  Van  Every's  request  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  make  it  ? — A.  At  M.  O.  Johnston's  office. 

Q.  Mr,  Van  Every  came  with  you  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  asked  you  to  go  there  ? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  do  it  and  I 
said  I  was,  and  ho  said  to  go  to  M.  O.  Johnston  or  Hays  and  I  went  there. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  was  that  ? — A.  Five  or  six  or  seven  days. 

Q.  Five  or  six  or  seven  days  after  the  election  ?— A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  You  know  Farr  ? — A.  i  es,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  on  that  day  after  you  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  the  polling  place  after  that  once  ? — ^A.  No,  yes,  I  was  in  the 
afternoon,  not  inside  though. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Farr? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  To  speak  to  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  How  do  you  mean  you  saw  him  ? — ^A.  Thi*ough  the  door. 
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Q.  He  was  where  he  ought  to  be  and  you  were  outside  and  saw  him.  You  were 
not  talking  to  him? — A.  Not  to  speak  to. 

Q.  And  you  would  not  be  able  to  say  whether  he  haa  been  drinking  or  not? — 
A.  I  could  not. 

Witness  discharged. 


Walter  Pridham  (No.  60  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q,  You  live  in  the  town  of  Croderich,  Mr.  Pridham  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  J.  F.  Pridham  your  brother  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  is  ill  in  he,  he  is  »iok? — A.  He  wasn't  feeling  well  and  not  able  to  be 
around. 

Q.  He  was  not  able  to  come  down  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Tailor. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  in  February  last? — A.  1  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  What  was  his  first  name  ? — A.  James. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  put  a  mark  on  it  ? — A.  I  put  a  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place  was  it  do  you  remember  ? — A.  It  was  white  like,  round, 
forming  a  nng. 

Q.  Was  it  black  all  round  ? — A.  Yes,  black  all  round,  heavy  black. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  in  the  white  space  ? — A.  In  the  white  space. 

Q.  In  the  white  space  opposite  McLean's  name  I  understand  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  you  folded  it  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Farr  the  deputy 
returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ?— A.  He  put  it  in  the  ballot  box.    • 

Q.  Did  you  watch  to  see  whether  or  not  he  put  in  the  same  ballots  you  gave 
him? — A.  I  did  not  look  very  particularly,  I  saw  him  put  in  a  ballot  and  I  under- 
stood it  to  be  the  same  I  gave  him  unless  he  did  some  sleight  of  hand  work. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  tear  anything  off  it  ? — A.  Yes,  he  tore  the  stub  off  it. 

Q.  Before  he  put  it  in  the  box? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  the  stub  ? — ^A.  N6.  At  least  if  I  did  I 
forget  now. 

By  Mr.  Brittan : 

Q.  You  have  lived  in  Goderich  some  time? — A.  All  my  life. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  you  have  voted  at  several  elections  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Q.  And  voted  that  way  generally  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  was  it  when  you  voted  this  21st  of  February  ? — A.  It 
was  nearly  1  o'clock. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  anything  on  what  you  called  the  stub 
of  the  ballot  ? — A.  Any  initials,  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Anything  at  all  ? — A.  I  did  not  tike  notice. 
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Q.  Yoa  didn't  notice  whether  there  was  a  number  or  whether  there  were  initials 
or  anything  on  the  stub? — A.  I  might  have  then,  but  I  have  forgotten  now. 

Q.  You  don't  know  now  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Wan  there  anything  on  the  ballot  itself  ? — A.  Nothing  except  the  oandidales 
names  and  the  hpace  for  your  mark  opposite  thorn ,  that  is  all  I  noticed. 

Q.  You  mean  then  you  don't  know  whether  his  initials  were  on  the  ballot  he 
handed  to  you  or  not  ? — A.  No,  I  forget ;  I  might  have  noticed,  but  I  forget  now. 

Q.  Thai  is  what  I  want,  at  present  you  don't  know  whether  there  was  or  not?^ 
A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  about  their  being  on  or  not,  on  that  day? — A.  No. 

Q.  All  you  recollect  is  you  made  a  mark  opposite  McLean's  name,  handed  it 
back  to  Farr,  and  you  believe  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  He  put  something  in  anyway  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  before  putting  that  something  in  what  did  he  do  ? — A.  He  tore  the 
counterfoil  olf,  I  folded  it  twice,  and  he  folded  it  once  more. 

Q.  Was  it  like  that  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  oan  reoollect. 

Q.  What  do  you  call  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Well,  I  understood  there  was  a  part 
here  to  tear  off. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  that,  you  are  a  witness  and  I  am  trying  to  get  informa- 
tion ;  it  is  not  what  you  understood  at  all,  it  is  what  you  saw  and  what  you  remem- 
ber ? — A.  Well,  of  course,  it  is  a  long  time  ago,  and  it  in  hard  to  remember  distinctly. 

Q.  It  is  not  so  long  ago ;  it  is  not  six  months  ago  ? — A.  Well,  I  understood,  that 
is  all  I  can  say  as  far  as  I  can  recollect,  there  was  a  oounterfoii  on  it,  and  he  tore 
it  off 

Q.  What  do  you  call  a  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  Well,  there  is  this  here — there  was  a 
piece  of  paper  extending  here  or  there,  I  forget  which. 

Q.  You  think  it  extended  there ;  do  you  mean  it  extended  from  the  space  there 
or  was  there  something  else  ? — A.  It  was  something  else. 

Q.  Where  did  tbe  something  else  belong  to  the  ballot  ? — A.  As  far  as  my  recol- 
lection goes,  it  was  perforated  with  holes,  so  as  he  could  tear  it  off. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  there  was  something  on  this  that  it  was  perforated? — A.  I 
can't  be  too  positive  now. 

Q.  Wbat  is  the  best  of  your  recollection  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  believe;  there  was 
an  extension  on  one  side  or  the  other  that  was  to  be  torn  off  afterwards. 

Q.  Here  is  an  extension  here  from  here  to  there,  do  you  mean  it  was  extended 
over  that  ? — A..  No,  1  don't  mean  further  on,  it  must  have  been  hero  or  it  is  different. 

Q.  It  either  must  have  been  at  the  right  end  of  the  balloi  or  it  must  have  been 
different  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  can  recollect  it  was  there  only  different  from  that. 

Q.  It  was  over  on  the  left  hand  only  differently  perforated? — A.  As  far  as  I 
can  recollect. 

Q.  It  was  different  thau  that  in  this  respect  it  was  extended  further? — A.  Ob, 
I  don't  say  further,  it  seems  to  me  il  was  peiforated  here  and  torn  off  there. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  when  the  stub  was  torn  off  it  would  leave  it  jostas 
it  is  that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  a  white  space? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  recollection  as  to  whether  any  number  was  put  on  or 
whether  there  was  initials  placed  on  the  back? — A.  I  am  almost  certain,  I  saw  the 
initials  on  it  after  I  folded  it,  I  folded  it  twice. 

vj.  Where  were  the  initials  ? — A.  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  on  the  back  of  the  ballot  ? — ^A.  Well,  it  must  have  been 
there  if  it  was  any  place. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  whether  the  initials  were  on  the  ballot? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  made  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  what  day. 

Q.  About  how  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  guess  it  was  about  a  month. 

Q.  At  whose  request? — A.  Mr.  R  C.  Hays. 

Q.  Van  Bveiy  did  not  see  you? — A.  Yes*,  he  asked  me  before  if  I  was  prepared 
to  make  a  declaration. 
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Q.  Did  Yan  Bveiy  tako  part  in  the  eleotion  or  did  his  part  come  in  afterwarda 
to  procure  the  declarations  ? — A.  Oh,  he  was  one  of  the  workers  befora. 

Q.  He  was  on  McLean's  committee  was  he  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Do  yoa  know  whom  Mr.  McLean's  organizer  and  manager  was  in  the  ele(s 
lion  ? — A.  For  the  town  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  Well,  in  the  election  generally  now,  and  then  we  will  speak  about  the  town. 
Who  was  Mr.  McLean's  agent  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Yan  Every  chairman  of  the  committee  for  the  town  or  of  any  of 
the  wards  in  the  town  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  part  he  took  in  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  know  he  is  always 
active  in  every  election. 

Q.  And  he  was  active  in  that  election  ? — A.  I  believe  so. 

Q.  And  afterwards  it  was  he  who  went  around  to  see  what  declarations  could 
be  made  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  so  you  were  willing  to  tell  who  you  voted  for  and  made  a  declaration  ? 
-A.  I  did. 

Q.  Have  you  taken  any  other  part  except  that  in  this  investigation  ? — A. 
That  is  all. 

Q.  When  did  you  come  down  ? — A.  Yesterday  morning. 

Q.  And  you  have  taken  no  part  except  to  vote  at  the  election,  make  a  declara- 
tion and  then  come  down  as  a  witness  ?-'A.  That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  spoke  about  the  perforating  of  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Q.  You  see  these  little  dots  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  These  might  possibly  have  been  what  you  thought  perforations? — A.  It 
might  possibly  be. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  Burrows  (No.  72  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  -Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich? — ^A.  Yes,  sir 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Seedsman. 

Q.  Did  you"  vote  at    the  Dominion  election   in  February  last  for  the  west 
riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  that  poll? — A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  The  ballot. 

Q.  Yes  ? — ^A.  I  marked  it  for  Eobert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  I  put  a  cross. 

Q.  Where? — ^A.  Opposite  McLean's  name  in   the  column  prepared  for  that 
purpose. 

Q.  What  colour  was  the  space  where  you  put  your  mark? — A.  That  I  can't 
recollect 

Q.  What  colour  was  the  space  ? — A.  That  I  can't  recollect. 

Q.  Did  the  ballot  paper  which  you  received  resemble  this? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  will  yoa  snow  me  on  that  where  you  put  your  mark  for  McLean? — A. 
There. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  space  opposite  McLean's  name? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot,  L  suppose,  you  folded  it;  what  did  yoa  do  then? 
—A.  Handed  it  back  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir 

I  did. 
2—24 
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Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  ? — A.  Put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  he  tear  anything  off  it? — A,  No. 

^.  He  didn't  tear  anything  off  it? — A.  No,  sir,  the  ballot  was  naked  wheal 
received  it. 

Q.  You  see  this  ballot  has  a  white  space  here  which  is  called  the  counterfoil  or 
stub;  when  you  i*eceived  the  ballot  had  it  any  counterfoil? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  positive  about  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  know  the  nature  of  these  ballots. 

Q.  And  ^ou  say  it  had  no  counterfoil  on  it?— A.  It  had  not. 

Q.  You  stood  there  while  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  I  did,  sir,  watched  bim 
particularly. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Of  course,  you  have  voted  a  great  many  times? — A.  1  have,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  know  what  these  ballots  ought  to  have? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  when  he  gave  you  one  without  a  counterfoil  why  didn't  you  object  to  it? 
— A.  Well,  I  didn't  know  but  the  election  laws  might  have  been  changed  and  I 
didn't  pay  much  attention  except  that  the  counterfoil  was  not  there. 

Q.  You  had  voted  several  times  when  the  counterfoil  was  given? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  noticed  this  time  there  was  none? — A.  None. 

Q.  And  you  thought  the  law  was  changed?  —A.  Yes,  sir;  I  didn't  notice  nmoh 
except  there  was  no  counterfoil. 

Q.  Who  was  present  when  you  voted  ? — A.  Do  you  mean  officials  ? 

Q.  I  mean  in  the  room,  did  any  one  ^o  in  with  you? — A.  No. 

Q.  About  what  time  of  the  day  was  it? — A.  AD!)ut  one. 

Q.  And  you  came  alone? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  who  were  in  the  room  when  you  got  there  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  as 
I  distinctly  remember  who  was  there. 

Q.  Well,  as  near  as  you  remember  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  think  Dr.  McMath  was  there 
for  one;  he  was  a  voter  and  1  think  ho  was  there,  the  only  one  I  knew  when  I  went 
there. 

Q.  Dr.  McMath  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  he  voted  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  He  voted  after  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  ho  was  in  the  voting  place  ?— A.  He  was  in  the  hall,  he  was  not  in 
tho  place  alloted  to  the  voters,  and  waited  till  I  came  out. 

Q.  He  was  in  the  hall  and  waited  till  you  came  out;  then  we  come  back  to  the 
question  who  was  in  the  polling  booth  where  the  election  was  being  held  ? — A  I 
don't  think  there  was  anybody. 

Q.  I  mean  the  room,  what  officials  were  there  ? — ^A.  I  noticed  Parr  of  course, 
he  was  the  deputy  returning  officer ;  and  this  gentleman  who  gave  his  evidence 
here,  Armstrong,  those  were  the  only  ones  I  noticed  particularly;  I  was  in  a  hurry 
and  got  away. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anybody  present  but  Farr  and  Armstrong  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not,  no. 

Q.  Do  you  know  as  a  fact  the  scrutineers  for  each  candidate  were  there?— A 
Well,  no,  I  don't  remember  that. 

Q.  Was  there  a  constable  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  Who  was  it? —A.  A  man  named  Campbell. 

Q.  A  man  named  Campbell  ?— A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  What  was  his  fir^t  name  ?— A.  That  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Where  was  he  standing  ? — A.  Just  inside  the  door. 

Q.  Introlucing  voters,  or  seeing  that  only  one  got  in  at  a  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  got  a  ballot  from  the  deputy  returning  officer  and  went  in  behind 
the  screen  I  suppose,  where  did  you  go  ? — A.  I  went  into  the  apartment  alloted  for 
that  purpose,  didn't  go  behind  any  screen.  giT] 

Q.  A  separate  apartment;  did  you  notice  anything  on  the  ballot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  he  put  anything  on  before  he  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 
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Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember,  I  could  not  positively  say,  I  don't 
think  there  was  anything  on  the  ballot  except  his  initials. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  that  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  with  pen  or  pencil  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  pencil. 

Q.  You  think  pencil  ? — A.  I  won't  be  positive  but  I  saw  him  put  them  thei'e. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  them  there? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  went  into  th<*  room  ? — Yes.      ^ 

Q.  Show  me  where  it  was? — A.  It  was  folded  this  way  and  the  initials  were  on 
the  back  of  the  ballot  and  about  the  end. 

Q.  The  initials  were  on  the  back  of  the  ballot  and  about  the  end  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  end  the  dines  are  on  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  what  you  say  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  ends  the  disco  were  on  and  then  you  marked  with  what  kind  of  pencil  ? 
A.  Lead  pencil. 

Q.  Ordinary  or  coloured? — A.  I  would  not  be  positive  about  that;  I  know  it 
was  lead  pencil  and  I  think  it  was  common  lead  pencil. 

Q.  And  would  you  be  able  to  identify  your  ballot? — ^A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  did  not  mark  it  in  any  particular  way? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  could 
identify  the  ballot. 

Q.  And  you  took  it  back  and  watched  him  put  it  in? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yon  can  swear  he  put  in  the  same  paper  you  had  handed  him? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  And  you  handed  him  tne  same  paper  you  got  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  it  was  all  regular  up  to  that  time? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  made  the  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  Van  Every 's  request? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  At  whose? — A.  At  Mr.  Hays';  yes,  I  think  Van  Bvery  did  speak  to  me. 

Q.  He  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  he  come  to  you  after  the  election? — A.  I  could  not  state  the  day, 
three  or  four  weeks. 

Q.  Van  Bvery  came  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  after  that  you  made  the  declaration  ? — ^A.  About  a  week. 

Q.  And  you  made  the  declaration  in  Hays'  office  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  three  or  four  weeks  after  the  election  Van  Every  came  to  you? — ^A. 
Yes,  I  wasn't  paying  much  attention  and  the  exact  time  I  could  not  state,  but  I 
think  it  was  about  that  time. 

Q.  Apart  from  voting  did  you  take  any  part  in  the  election  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  On  any  committees  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  any  canvassing? — A.  No,  it  is  a  thing  I  never  do. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Bv  either  side  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Seedsman. 

Q.  In  Goderich? — A.  In  Goderich. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  McLean's  manager? — A.  I  could  not  say, 

Q.  Who  waH  manager  for  Goderich  ? — A.  I  could  not  say,  I  paid  so  little  atten- 
tion to  things  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  So  in  no  way  did  you  take  any  part  but  vote  ? — A.  No. 


By  Mr.  Borden : 

Did  you  vote  wh< 
Jo  you  were  not 

Witness  discharged. 


Q.  Did  you  vote  when  McMath  voted  ? — A.  No,  I  came  out  before  he  voted. 
Q.  So  you  were  not  there  when  he  voted? — A.  No. 
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George  Sutton  (No.  38  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden: 

Q,  You  re.^ide  in  the  town  of  Goilerich,  Mr.  Satton? — A.  Yee,  sir, 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Well,  I  keep  a  small  store. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Haron  in  Feb- 
ruary last  ? — A.  Yen,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — A.  Farr. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  James. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  McLean. 

Q.  That  is  Robert  McLean  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  to  put  your  mark  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  ot  a  place  ? — A.  I  think  a  place  similar  to  lh:«t.  Of  course,  lam 
not 

Q.  That  is  like  the  ballot  you  marked  ? — A.  Something  similar  to  that;  I  didn't 
pay  much  attention. 

Q.  You  put  your  mark? — A.  In  that  circular  space. 

Q.  Oppohiio  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  I  suppose  you  folded  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then? — A.  I  handed  it  to  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him  and 
then  marked? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  after  you  handed  it  to  him  T — A.  Well, 
to  the  bcbt  ot  my  knowledge,  I  suppose  he  put  it  in  the  box;  of  course,  I  didn't  pay 
much  particular  attention,  but  I  handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  at  all  after  yon  gave  it  to  him,  or  pass  along? — A.  I  pas&ed 
along. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  the  ballot  after  you  had  given 
:f  *ry  K;.rv»  9 — A     Mq,  sir. 

bother  he  tore  off  this  white  stub? — A.  I  know;  well,  sir,  1  don't 

ot  notice  whether  he  did  or  not? — ^A.  No. 

Britton : 

at  time  of  day  did  you  vote,  Mr.  Sutton? — A.  Well,  it  was  some 

3  do  you  take  your  dinner? — A.  Between  12  and  1. 

i  you  say  if  you  could  fix  the  hour? — A.  About  2  o'clock, 

i  say  you  had  voted  about  2  ? — A.  Yes. 

ire  sure  it  was  after  you  had  dinner  ? — A.  Yes. 

I  any  other  voter  there  when  you  voted  ? — A.  There  was  no  one  in 

ne  come  with  you  and  wait  in  the  room  outside?— A.  No. 
ee  any  body? — A.  No. 

low  who  voted  next  before  or  after  you  ? — A.  No. 
ence  is  you  voted  about  2  o'clock  ? — A,  About  that  time, 
events  it  was  after  the  dinner  hour,  after  you  got  your  dinner? — 

you  say  who  was  in  the  room  when  you  voted  ? — A.  I  can  not.  I 

tention. 

Mr.  Farr?— A.  Yen,  sir. 

you  know  it  was  from  him  you  received  your  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 
ly  3'ou  knew  no  one  else  ? — A.  I  did  not  notioe  any  one. 

officials  taking  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Who  was  poll  clerk  f — A.  To  tell  yon  the  truth  I  didn't  really  notioe  who 
was  or  who  was  not ;  I  have  never  mixed  np  with  politics  since  I  have  been  in 
Canada. 

Q.  Then  you  don't  know  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Who  was  the  constable,  or  was  there  a  constable  there? — A.  I  do  not  know 
that  there  was  any  one  there  for  anything  I  know.  I  didn't  see,  and  if  there  was  I 
don't  know. 

Q.  So  as  a  matter  of  fact  you  didn't  identify  any  one  who  was  there  except  Mr. 
Parr?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  You  know  Henry  Armstrong? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  known  him  a  good  many  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  many  years  ? — ^A.  Probably  20  yeai*8. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  whether  he  was  there  or  not? — A.  I  never  paid  any 
attention  to  any  one. 

Q.  You  never  paid  any  attention  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  would  have  known  Mr.  Farr  only  for  this  talk  that  was 
taking  place? — A.  Of  course,  he  lives  a  pretty  close  neighbour  to  me. 

Q.  But  Mr.  Armstrong  is  not  a  very  tar  neighboor ? — A.  I  know  him  well,  but 
of  course  I  had  no  business  with  any  one  but  Farr,  and  he  gave  me  the  ballot  and  I 
marked  it  and  gave  it  back. 

Q.  Well,  now,  who  took  down  your  name  when  you  wont  in  ? — A.  Well,  I  sup- 
pose  a  man  there,  but  I  didn't  notice  and  can't  tail  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  who  took  down  your  name? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  there  looking  over  lists  ? — A.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  tell  anything  about  that  either? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  got  the  ballot  paper  from  Farr  ? — A.  That  is  cori-ect. 

Q.  And  could  you  identify  it  if  you  saw  it? — A.  I  do  not  think  I  couid. 

Q.  You  road  and  write? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  can  tell,  I  suppose,  what  was  on  the  paper  that  you  got  ? — A.  I 
understood  that.  , 

Q.  What  was  on  it? — A.  McLean  and  Holmes. 

Q.  Yes.— A.  I  suppose  similar  to  this.     Of  course,  I  understand  that  part, 

Q.  You  understood  the  names  of  the  candidates  were  on  it.  Was  anything  else 
on  it  ? — A.  Not  to  ray  knowledge. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  this  writing  being  on  it? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  These  initials  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  any  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  Farr  put  any  on  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  him  put  any  on? — A.  No,  pir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  paper  attached,  or  anything — a  blank  space  to  the  ballot  ? 
— A.  It  was  something  similar  to  that. 

Q.  You  mean  that? — A.  As  far  as  I  remember. 

Q.  That  white  space ? — A.  Yes;  both,  I  suppose. 

Q.  Had  it  a  white  space  like  that  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  it  had  any  such  thing  on  as  that  or  not? — A.  No,  I  do 
not;  not  to  be  certain. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  had?— A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know.     Did  you  notice  any  letters  on  it  at  all  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Either  back  or  front,  apart  from  the  name  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  did  not.  Then  you  marked  it  on  the  front?— A.  Yes,  sir;  I  marked 
opposite  McLean. 

Q.  You  marked  in  the  sptace  in  front  of  McLean?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  took  it  back  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  handed  it  to        ? — A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  After  you  marked  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it  ?— A.  I  folded  it,  as  I  always 
do,  and  handed  it  to  James  Farr. 

Q.  You  folded  it  lengthwise  of  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Didn't  yon  notice  if  there  were  initials? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  And  yon  handed  it  to  James  Farr;  what  did  he  do  ? — A.  I  do  not  know.  Of 
coarse,  I  passed  on  after  I  handed  it  to  him,  and  passed  through. 

Q.  Yon  handed  it  to  James  Farr  and  passed  through  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  don't  know  whether  he  put  it  In  the  box  or  not? — A..  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  Didn't  you  see  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  Yes,  cir, 

Q.  And  the  hole  in  the  ballot  box?— A.  Yes.  • 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  it  was  to  put  the  ballot  in  ? — A.  1  minded  my  own  busioess. 

Q.  It  was  your  business  to  see  it  put  in,  wasn't  it? — A.  My  business  was  to  pat 
the  vote  in  and  after  I  cast  the  ballot  £  went  away  about  my  own  business. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  watch  whether  he  put  it  in  or  not,  and  didn't  know  these 
people  present  and  cannot  identify  the  ballot  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot. 

Q.  And  as  to  colours,  I  suppose ? — A.  I  don't  know  any  thing  about  coloan, 

Q.  About  the  colour  of  tho  ballot  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't. 

Q.  Or  the  colour  of  the  lead  pencil  ?— A.  I  think  it  was  black. 

Q.  An  ordinary  lead  pencil  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  There  was  only  one  there? — A.  1  think  so. 

Q.  No  diiferent  colours  ? — A.  Not  as  I  know. 

Q.  You  said  you  didn't  take  any  particular  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Were  you  canvassed  by  both  candidates  ? — A.  I  was  canvassed  by  Holmee, 
but  that  is  the  only  one. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  with  you  when  he  canvassed  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who?— A.  Wynne. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — A.  Well,  I  am  not  sure,  I  cannot  tell  you  that.  It 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wynne. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  In  Goderich, 

Q.  What  is  his  business  ? — A.  He  is  pensioned  off  by  the  Government  as  a  mail 
carrier. 

Q.  A  superannuated  mail  clerk? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  now  superannuated  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  this  Mr.  Wynne  and  Mr.  Holmes  canvassed  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  promise  to  vote  for  him  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  promise  Wynne  that  you  would  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  No,  sir,  I  never 
promised  a  man  I  would  vote  for  him  yet  since  I  came  into  the  countrv. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  us  what  you  did  tell  him  ? — A.  1  lold  him  I  voted  without  any 
interference. 

Q.  You  gave  him  to  understand  you  would  vote  for  him  ? — ^A.  I  told  him  I 
never  promised  any  man. 

Q.  But  at  the  ballot  place  it  would  be  all  right? — A.  I  did  not  say  anything 
about  the  ballot  place  or  anything  else.  I  simply  said  I  didn't  promise  any  man 
and  didn't  want  any  man  to  canvass  me. 

Q.  As  you  were  so  independent  how  did  you  come  to  make  this  declaration  ?— 
A.  I  heard  the  rumour  about  town  they  was  taking  it  and  went  into  M.  O.  Johnston 
and  said  I  understood  there— 

Q.  Before  you  went  into  Mr.  Johnston  had  anybody  seen  you  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not 
that  I  remember.    Jusc  the  rumour  of  the  town.    I  went  in  under  those  circumstanoee. 

Q.  I  ask  you,  before  you  went  into  Maxwell  Johnston's  if  Yan  Eveiy  saw  yea 
or  anybody  else  ? — A.  Yes,  Van  Every  came  around. 

Q.  That  was  before  you  went  into  Maxwell  Johnston's? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  first  anybody  said  to  you  about  your  vote  ? — A.  That  was  the 
first. 

Q.  And  Yan  Every  came  to  you  and  what  did  he  say? — A.  He  asked  me  which 
way  I  voted.  I  told  him  McLean.  He  said,  *'  Will  you  make  a  declaration  to  that 
effect."    I  said,  "  I  will." 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  be  so  willing  to  tell  Mr.  Van  Every  when  you  were  so 
independent  as  to  your  vote  ? — A.  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  how  I  vote,  for  I  am  not 
ashamed  of  it,  but  I  give  my  vote  independently  of  any  man. 
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'""  Q.  Bat  yoa  regard  it  when  persoos  are  oaovassiog  yoa  as  vote  by  ballot  ? — A. 
I  don't  want  them  canvassing  me.    I  don't  want  to  be  bothered  by  their  nonsense. 

Q.  But  yoa  were  not  willing  yoa  would  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  No,  I  didn't  tell 
him. 

Q.  Who  did  you  tell  ?— A.  Nobody. 

Q.  Did  you  say  the  same  thing  to  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  the  same  thing, 
the  election  before  that  to  McLean,  and  told  him  to  get  out. 

Q.  How  long  after  iho  election  was  it  that  Van  Every  came  to  you  ? — A.  I  can- 
not tell  that;  it  was  some  few  weeks. 

Q.  A  few  weeks? — A.  For  anything  I  know;  I  didn't  keep  talley  of  the  time. 

Q.  How  long  would  it  be? — A.  It  might  be  a  few  weeks. 

Q.  Three,  four,  Sve  or  six  weeks  ?  or  how  many? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Five  weeks? — ^A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  A  month? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  More  than  two  weeks  ? — A.  It  might  be. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  more  than  two  weeks  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  won't  be  positive  of 
that. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  more  than  two  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  can  think  you  know  ? — A.  I  can  think,  bat  thinking  is  not  knowing. 

Q.  I  am  aski'ug  you  which  you  think  it  is,  more  than  two  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know, 
I  oannot  answer,  it  might  be  about  two  weeks,  it  might  be  more  or  less,  I  cannot 
answer. 

Q.  How  long  after  Van  Every  spoke  to  you  was  it  before  you  went  to  Johnston's  ? 
— ^A.  It  might  }^  four  or  five  days.  I  was  going  past  and  I  said,  "  I  understand  you 
are  taking  declarations  and  of  course  I  will  make  mine." 

Q.  What  time  did  you  say  it  was  when  you  voted? — A.  Some  time  after  dinner. 

Q.  What  is  the  hour  ? — A.  He  put  it  down  about  two  o'clock. 

Q.  That  is  what  you  gave  me? — A.  That  is  as  near  as  I  can  tell. 

Q.  You  are  sore  it  was  after  dinner? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  You  understood  it  was  Mr.  Farr's  business  to  put  this  ballot  in  the  box  ? — 
A  Yes,  well,  of  course,  I  understand  that. 

Q.  And  on  that  account  you  passed  right  along  out,  did  yon  not? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  understood  it  was  his  business  to  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  In  the  round 
hole. 

Q:  I  observe,  Mr.  Sutton,  than  your  name  is  No.  38  on  the  poll  book  and  that 
would  seem  to  indicate  you  mast  have  voted  before  dinner  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  it ; 
I  do  not  know  what  the  number  was. 

Q.  Bat  I  am  directing  your  attention  to  the  fact  that  your  name  is  No.  38  on 
the  poll  book? — A.  I  have  generally  made  a  practice  of  going  after  dinner  to  vote. 
I  have  made  a  practice  of  thai  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  country. 

Q.  As  far  as  your  recollection  goes  you  did  that  in  this  case  ? — A.  As  far  as 
my  recollection  serves. 

Q.  You  say  that  because  it  was  your  practice  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  how  you  went  to  the  poll  ? — A.  I  always  walked. 

Q.  You  are  a  short  distance  away  ? — A,  I  always  walk,  I  don't  take  any  non- 
sense. 

Q.^  You  live  only  a  short  distance  from  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 

Witness  discharged. 
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William  Mitohbll  (No.  20  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Mitchell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Town  clerk. 

Q.  I  beg  pardon  ? — A.  Town  clerk. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  held  in  February  last  ? — A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A 
A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — ^A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name 
for  the  purpose  of  marking  it?— A.  Any  place? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  There  was  a  disc. 

Q.  A  disc.    You  remember  the  colour  of  it? — A.  A  white  disc. 

Q   And  you  put  your  cross  where  ? — A.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  With  reference  to  that  disc  did  you  put  it  in  the  disc  or  outside  the  disc  ?— 
A.  In  the  disc. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  I  suppose  you  folded  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  not  take  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received  from 
him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  He  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  you  wait  to  see  him  put  it  in  the  ballot  box? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it? — A.  He  tore  a  piece  off, 
the  counterfoil. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  He  put  it  in  his 
pocket. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket  before  or  after 
he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  He  tore  it  off,  shoved  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket 
and  then  put  the  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  fold  the  ballot  up  again  before  putting  it  in  the  box — do  you  remem- 
ber ? — A.  I  cannot  say,  I  was  not  paying  very  much  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Britton: 

Q.  You  are  town  clerk  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  And  have  had  experience  in  voters*  lists  as  well  as  elections? — A.  Oh, yes. 

Q.  So  that  you  would  know  whether  there  was  anything  Irregular  in  the  con- 
duct of  an  election  or  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  was  nothing  irregular  as  far  as  you  saw? — A.  Not  as  far  as  I  saw. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  vote? — A.  Shortly  after  the  poll  opened. 

Q.  V^'^hat  time  do  you  think? — A.  Probably  half  past  nine. 

Q.  And  he  gave  you  a  ballot  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  mark  anything  rfn  it? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  After  ho  gave  it  lo  you,  did  you  see  anything  on  it  ? — A.  Well  his  initials  were 
on  the  back  of  the  ballot. 

Q.  Just  where  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  positive.  I  wouldn't  positively  say  now  j 
but  it  would  be  on  the  back  of  it. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you,  from  your  recollection,  it  is  not  whether  they  ought  to  be, 
or  where  you  truess.    Do  you  remember  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  You  spoke  about  a  counterfoil.  Did  you  see  a  counterfoil  on  the  ballot? — 
^.  Yes. 

Q.  Just  about  where  was  it,  there  f — A.  Just  about  like  that. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  that  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 
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Q.  On  the  front  or  back  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  He  tore  that  off? — ^A.  He  tore  this  off  when  I  handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  And  put  that  in  his  pocket  ? — A.  Yes,  and  the  ballot  he  put  in  the  box. 

Q.  Had  70a  anything  to  do  with  the  election  on  that  day  beyond  voting  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  act  for  McLean  in  any  way  ? — ^A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  Who  were  there  ? — ^A.  ^he  scrutineers  and  Armstrong,  the  poll  clerk  and 
the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  know  the  scrutineers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  were  they  ? — A.  There  was  one  stmnger. 

Q.  Who  were  there,  as  far  as  you  know  ? — A.  There  was  Evans  and  Clarke 
and  Parsons. 

Q.  fivans  and  Clarke  were  acting  for  whom  ? — A.  I  presume  they  were  acting 
for  McLean. 

Q.  And  Parsons?    Who  did  he  act  for? — A.  He  would  be  acting  for  Holmes. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  who  the  other  one  was  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  was  the  constable  ? — A.  Mr.  Yates. 

Q.  Was  anybody  named  Campbell  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  would   be  surprised  if  there  was  anybody  named  Campbell  there  as 
ooDStable  ? — ^A.  I  would. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  a  declaration? — A.  Which  declaration  do  you  mean? 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  declaration  as  to  how  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes,  sometime  ago. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  can*t  tell  you  exactly. 

Q.  What  do  you  th'nk  about  it? — A.  I  can't  say  exactly.    It  was  five  or  six 
weeks  ago. 

Q.  Five  or  six  weeks  ago  ? — A.  Sometime  ago— 1  can't  say  exactly. 

Q.  At  whose  request  did  you  make  it  ? — A.  Robert  Hays. 

Q.  At  his  request? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  not  at  Van  Bvery's  request  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  is  a  barrister?    Was  he  at  his  office? — A.  No,  at  Radcliff's  office 
— the  telegraph  office. 

Q.  Did  you  make  it  before  or  after  proceedings  were  taken  in  Parliament  ? — 
A.  Oh,  before,  it  was  after  the  election,  but  I  can't  tell  exactly. 

Q.  You  said  five  or  six  weeks  ago? — A.  e5omewhere  about  that  time,  it  was 
before  it  was  mentioned  here  anyway. 

Q.  Could  you  identify  your  ballot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  any  peculiarity  of  making  that  mark  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  no  peculiar  way  of  making  jour  cross? — A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  You  made  it  inside  the  disc  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  can't  tell  it  by  any  curlycuen  on  it?— A.  No. 

Q.  So  that  it  would  not  be  any  use  my  asking  you  this  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  me  how  many  pencils  there  were  in  the  booth  ? — A.  I  suppose 
there  would  be  one,  that  is  all  I  saw. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  pencil  would  it  be? — A.  I  don't   remember.     It  was  an 
ordinary  pencil. 

Q.  A  black  lead  pencil  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Any  colours  aoout  it? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  : 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  declaration  who  you  voted  for  ? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  When  did  you  make  it? — A.  I  don't  remember.     It  seems  to  me  about  six 
weeks  ago. 

Witness  withdrew. 
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BOBBBT  MoClTMONT,  SWOFD. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  towQ  of  Goderich? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Printer. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February  labt  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — ^A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  recieve  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  op)K)site>Mr.  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose? — A.  I 
think  there  was. 

Q.  What  kind  of  space? — A.  I  cannot  recollect  distinctly. 

Q.  You  recollect  you  put  your  cross  opposite  his  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  this  paper  and  see  where  it  was?— A.  1  can't  remember 
distinctly. 

Q.  You  put  your  mark  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 
Q.  But  it  was  a  plain  ballot  like  that  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  After  marking  the  ballot  you  folded  it,  I  suppose? — A.  I  folded  it  once, 
where  I  marked  it  in  the  little  side  entrance. 

Q.  And  after  marking  it  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  folded  it  and  came  out- 
side and  put  it  in  the  ballot  box. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  in  the  ballot  box  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  the 
deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  The  same  one  ? — A.  The  same  one. 
•      Q.  Why  didn't  you  hand  it  to  him? — A.  He  didn't  ask  me.     I  suppose  that  is 
the  reason.    I  only  voted  twice  before  and  I  was  green  at  voting.    That  is  the  only 
reason  1  know. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  : 
Q.  Your  vote  got  in  all  right? — A.  Yes,  I  put  the  vote  in. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  had  any  stub  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Did  he  tear  anything  off  ? — A.  I  believe  he  tore  something  off  the  ballot 
book  he  had  there.    1  wouldn't  say  he  tore  it  off.    I  would  say  he  picked  it  off. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  ballot  you  received  had  a  stub  like  this,  a 
white  stub  ? — A^  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  you  took  it  back  to  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  whether 
he  tore  off  any  stub  ? — A.  I  didn't  give  it  to  him  to  tear  off. 

Q.  He  didn't  get  it  back  at  all  ?— A.  He  didn't  get  it  back  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  So  then,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  there  was  some  piece  like  that  on  the 
one  you  marked  ? — A.  I  wouldn't  say  whether  there  was  or  not. 

Q.  So  we  can't  follow  that  matter  up  ? — A.  I  don't  know  about  following  it  up. 

Q.  If  you  put  it  in  yourself,  if  there  was  such  a  thing  there,  it  is  quite  clear  it 
ou^ht  to  be  there  when  it  was  taken  out  of  the  box? — A.  It  must  have  been  there. 
I  didn't  take  it  off  myself. 
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Q.  We  will  get  that  clear,  first.    Yoa  didn't  take  anything  off? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  If  it  was  on  when  it  was  given  yon,  it  was  on  when  it  went  into  the  box  ?— 
A,  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Have  yoa  any  recollection  now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  whether  there  was  any 
space,  sach  as  there  is  on  that  one,  on  the  ballot  which  yoa  received  ? — A.  I  h^ve 
no  recollection. 

Q.  Yoa  have  no  recollection  ? — A.  No  remembrance  distinctly. 

Q.  What  is  your  impression  as  to  it? — A.  I  can't  say  anything  aboat  it.  I  have 
printed  ballots  and  I  can't  tell  yoa  how  I  printed  them — whether  or  not  there  was  a 
white  space  there. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  yoa  how  yoa  printed  ballots,  bat  as  to  your  recollection  of 
the  ballot  yoa  received  from  Mr.  Fan*  7— A.  1  cannot  recollect  what  it  was  like. 

Q.  So  yon  don't  remember  whether  there  was  a  stab  on  it  or  not  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  yoa  see  him  pat  his  initials  on  it? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  yoa  remember  whether  there  was  initials  there  or  not? — A.  I  remember, 
when  folding  it  up,  there  was  some  writing  on  which  looked  like  initials,  bat  I 
wouldn't  say  whether  they  were  his  or  not. 

Q.  Were  the  initials  "  J.  F."  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  that  they  were.  I  do  not 
remember. 

Q.  Who  were  there  when  you  voted? — A.  Mr.  Farr,  Mr.  Armsti-ong  and  Mr. 
Clarke.  I  remember  seeing  him,  and  a  gentleman  named  Parsons,  I  saw  him  there 
and  the  policeman,  Mr.  Yates,  I  remember  seeing  him.  That  was  all  I  remember 
seeing.    I  did  not  take  much  notice. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  Clarke  was  acting  for  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not.  I  do  not 
know  anything  about  him  at  all. 

Q.  Or  Parsons  ? — A,  1  don't  remember  anything  about  him. 

Q.  But  you  remember  Farr  and  Armstrong  and  Clark  and  Parsons  and  the 
policeman  were  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  make  a  declaration  about  your  vote  ? — ^A.  It  was  on  a 
ThQr^day  eveninfi:. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  A  month  ? — A.  I  would  not  say,  but  I  should  jadge  a  month. 

(i  Two  months?— A.  No. 

Q.  About  a  month  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  distinctly,  but  it  was  about  a  month. 

Q.  It  was  at  the  request  of  Van  Every  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  At  whose  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Hays  asked  me. 

Q.  Had  you  any  peculiar  mark  you  patron  the  ballot? — A.  No. 

Q.  Coald  you  identify  it  if  you  saw  it? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  could  not. 

Q.  You  marked  with  ordinary  black  pencil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  no  recollection  whether  there  was  a  round  space? — A.  I  believe, 
now  that  I  have  seen  that  and  you  ask  me,  I  believe  it  was  like  that. 

Q.  After  seeing  it  and  having  your  memory  refreshed  by  questions  you  believe 
it  was  like  that  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  yoa  didn't  remember  till  you  saw  this? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  say  yoa  only  voted  twice  before  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  known  as  a  Conservative? — A.  I  never  gave  any  one  reason  to  say 
what  I  was. 

Q.  Bat  you  are  a  Conservative? — A.  I  don't  indulge  in  politics,  I  am  not  on 
either  side. 

Q.  Why  did  you  vote  for  Mr,  McLean  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean  and  my  father  are 
great  friends. 

Q.  Ho  canvassed  you  7 — A.  No.   , 

Q.  Didn't  seem  to  be  much  canvassing  there  ? — A.  Some  people  say  there  was 
lots. 

Q.  You  were  not  canvassed  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  And  voted  out  of  personal  friendship  between  your  father  and  Mr.  McLean.? 
—A.  Friendship  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Farr  ?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  ever  tell  him  how  you  would  vote  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Never  asked  you  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Had  No  conversation  on  the  subject  ? — ^A.  Never  spoke  to  him  on  the  [sub- 
ject at  all. 

Witness  discharged. 

Committee  adjourned  until  five  o'clock. 


The  Committee  resumed  at  five  p.  m. 

B.  C.  MuNNiNQS  (No.  76  on  the  poll  book)  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Godorich,  Mr.  Munnings? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron,  in  the  month  of  February  last  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — A.  Farr. 

Q.  James  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  From  him,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  I  marked  it  for  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A,  I  put  a  cross  on  it, 

Q.  And  do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  to  put  the  cross  in 
opposite  his  name? — A.  There  was  a  circular  place. 

Q.  And  wheie  did  you  put  your  cross  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  But  inside  or  outside  the  circle  ? — A.  Inside. 

Q.  When  you  had  marked  it  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  Ecturned  it  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  He  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  vou  see  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  saw  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  do  anything  with  the  counterfoil  before  he  put  it  in  ? — A.  Well,  he 
tore  that  oif,  I  would  not  be  positive  I  saw  him  tear  itoff,  but  I  remember  him  saying 
to  fold  it  so  he  could  tear  the  counterfoil  off. 

Q.  That  was  before  he  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  would  not  say  whether  he  tore  it  off? — A.  No,  but  I  saw  him  put  the 
ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  Then  you  don't  know  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Ru&sell: 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  declaration  about  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  that  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  exactly,  it  was  later  on  than 
a  great  many  of  them  made  their  declarations;  I  was  asked  about  it  the  next  day 
and  I  said  I  would  make  one. 

Q.  The  next  day  or  two  after  the  voting  yotf  were  asked  if  you  would  make  a 
declaration  and  shortly  after  you  did  make  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  McLean  got  the  declaration  ?  -A.  McLean  hadn't  said  anything  tome. 

Q.  Who  was  it  got  the  declaration  ? — ^A.  I  made  my  declaration  to  Hays. 

Q.  Did  you  know  if  Hays  wa-*  getting  declarations  at  the  same  time? — A.  Yes, 
and  previous  to  that. 

Q.  That  was  a  few  days  after  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Declanttions  that  they  had  voted  for  MoLean  T — A.  Yea. 

Q.  YoQ  made  one  then  ? — A.  I  made  one. 

Q.  £  aappose  you  don't  know  whether  most  of  the  declarations  in  yonr  sub- 
division were  before  Mr.  Bays  or  somebody  else  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Yours  was  made  before  Mr.  Hays  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  sworn  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  form  did  you  go  through  ?^  A.  I  don't  know,  I  did  nothing  more  but 
sign. 

Q.  Was  it  read  over? — A.  Yes,  we  both  sat  at  the  table  and  read  it  over 
together. 

Q.  He  signed  in  your  presence  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  signed  and  then  he  signed  it  ? — Yes. 

Q.  Was  anything  said  to  you  about  the  nature  of  the  declaration,  whether  it  was 
like  an  oath  or  had  any  solemnity? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  be  positive  whether  there 
was  or  not,  I  took  it  to  bo  an  oath. 

Q.  From  what  did  you  take  that,  from  what  you  read  in  it  ? — A.  Well,  perhaps. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  ihere  was  in  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  of  that  in  it  that  struck  you  at  the  time  ? — A.  Not  par- 
ticularly. 

Q.  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  at  the  time  you  signed  it  that  you  understood 
it  was  like  an  oath  or  not? — A.  Well,  I  thought  it  was  almost  equal  to  it ;  1  was  not 
sworn  on  the  Bible  or  anything ;  I  would  not  have  made  a  declaration  if  I  had  not 
known  I  was  making  it  truthfully. 

Q.  I  have  no  doubt,  and  that  you  are  telling  the  truth  now.  ^Aod  this  was  a 
short  time  after  the  election  these  declarations  were  made  as  far  as  you  are  con- 
cerned ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  theother  officers  in  the  booth  looking  at  what  was  going  on  ? — A..  Well, 
they  were  right  there ;  it  was  at  the  dinner  hour  when  I  was  there. 

Q.  Who  was  there? — A.  Farr,  Armstrong  and  Clark  and  one  or  two  others 
whom  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  who  they  were. 

Q.  They  were  sitting  near  Mr.  Farr  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Watching  the  proceedings  ? — A.  Well . 

Q.  Apparently  watching  the  proceedings? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wnat  sort  of  hole  is  there  m  the  box,  circular  or  slit  ? — A.  Slit. 

By  Mr.Sifton: 

Q.  Did  anybody  canvass  your  yote  before  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  think 
they  did ;  no,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not  canvassed  at  all. 

Q.  You  were  not  canvassed  by  either  party  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  anybody  for  either  McLean  or  Holmes  ? — A.  Well,  I  can't  say  exactly 
I  was  canvassed ;  Mr.  McLean  asked  me — I  was  with  Worsell  and  he  in  his  store 
door,  but  he  was  apparently  talking  to  Worsell. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  vote  for  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  you  to  vote  for  Holmes  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  live  in  Goderioh  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — ^A.  Carpenter  and  builder. 

Q.  Then  nobody  asked  you  to  vote  for  Mr.  Holmes? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  say  after  you  had  voted  to  anybody  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  not  until  I  was  asked  if  I  would  make  a  declaration  and  I  said  I  would. 

Q.  Who  asked  yon  ?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  Did  he  ask  first  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  No,  he  asked  me  if  I  would  make 
a  declaration  1  had  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Did  he  first  ask  how  you  had  voted  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  took  it  for  granted  you  had  voted  for  McLean? — A.  He  knew  I  would 
vote  that  way. 

Q.  How  long  after  was  this? — A.  Four  or  t^%  days  alter. 

Q.  And  you  said  you  would  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  you  made  it  7 — A.  Tea. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  In  Hays'  office. 

Q.  Toa  were  told,  were  yon,  that  the  declaration  was  of  the  same  l^al  effect  as 
an  oath  ? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  say  positively  I  was  told  that. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  that? — A.  It  was  an  understanding  in  my  mind,  it  was 
equal  to  an  oath. 

Q.  Then  to  your  mind  you  made  it  equal  to  an  oath  ? — A.  Yes,  and  I  was  pre- 
pared to  stand  by  it, 

^  Q.  You  knew  you  would  perjure  yourself  if  it  was  untrue  ? — A.  Yes. 
DUlt  Q.  And  the  declaration  was  made  immediately  after  Hays'  conversation  with 
you  ? — ^A.  Four  or  five  days  after  the  election  if  I  doubt  not;  he  asked  me  on  the 
street  and  I  had  occasion  to  be  in  his  office  shortly  after  and  he  mentioned  it  and  I 
made  the  declaration. 

Q.  How  long  after  was  that  ? — A.  About  a  week  or  ten  days,  I  would  not  be 
positive  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  Mr.  Dancy  is  in  Goderich,  Mr,  L.  B.  Dancy,  you 
know  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  in  Goderich  now?— A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Bumll  : 

Q.  What  hotel  are  you  stopping  at  ? — A.  The  Brunswick. 

Q.  The  Brunswick  Hotel?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  Mr.  Clark  stopping  there  ? — A.  7es,  I  think  he  is,  I  saw  him  there  any- 
way. 

Q.  I  suppose  vou  hadn't  any  conversation  with  him  about  the  evidence  to  be 
given  at  the  trial  nere  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  haven't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  conversing  with  any  of  the  witnesses  in 
your  presence  ? — A.  No,  he  has  not,  not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Not  in  your  presence  ? — A.  No. 

Witness  discharged. 


BoBSBT  Clabk,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  of  which  we  have  already  spoken,  Mr. 
Clark?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  the  polling  booth  at  which  James  Farr  was  deputy  returning  officer?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  7 — ^A.  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  vou  put  on  it? — ^A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  In  what  place  ? — ^A.  In  tlie  bull's  eye. 

Q.  In  what  place  on  the  ballot,  was  there  any  place  on  the  ballot  for  putting 
the  mark  ? — A.  I  put  it  opposite  the  name  in  the  end. 

Q.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name,  I  know,  but  do  you  remember  if  there  was 
any  place  for  putting  the  cross  on  the  ballot  ?    Was  the  ballot  like  that? — ^A.  Yes, 

there  a  circular  white  space  on  it  like  that? — A.  I  didn't  notice  it. 
memory  is,  you  put  your  cross  opposite  his  name? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
bided  your  ballot? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 
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Q.  Alter  you  folded  your  ballot  what  did  you  do? — ^A.  T  returued  it  to  Mr. 
Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  him  back  the  same  ballot  you  had  received  from  him  ? — Tea, 
air, 

Q,  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  it  wab? — A.  Well,  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  put  the  counter- 
foil in  hia  pocket  and  put  the  ballot  into  the  box. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  I  suppose  you  also  made  a  declaration  about  the  voting  afterwards  ? — ^A. 
YeSy  air. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  make  it,  Mr.  Clark  ? — A.  I  was  requested  to. 

Q.  By  whom?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  Well,  how  did  Mr.  Hays  know  that  you  could  make  a  declaration? — ^A.  Sir? 

Q.  How  did  Mr.  Hays  happen  to  know  that  you  could  make  a  declaration  ?— A. 
I  don't  know.    He  asked  roe  if  I  would. 

Q.  He  simply  asked  you  if  you  would  make  a  declaration  to  that  effect  ? — ^A. 
That  I  voted  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  You  hadn't  told  him  that  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — ^A.  I  don't  think 
so.    I  dont  think  I  told  htm  I  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  You  are  the  same  person  who  was  in  the  witness  box  before? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  was  that? — A.  I  don't  just  remember  whether  it 
was  that  week  or  the  week  after ;  it  was  not  long  after. 

Q.  Not  long  after  the  election  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  Hays  procuring  declarations  from  other  persons  to  the  same  effect 
do  you  know  ? — A.  He  told  me  he  was. 

Q.  From  the  parties  who  had  voted  for  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton  : 

Q.  You  said  Mr.  Hays  said  he  was  getting  declarations  from  other  parties  ? — A. 
From  other  parties  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  when  you  had  the  conversation  in  which  he  asked  you  to  make  a 
declaration? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  how  long  would  that  be  after  the  election  ? — ^A.  Weil,  I  cannot  say 
whether  it  was  that  week  or  the  week  after. 

Q.  It  would  be  more  than  two  weeks  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Did  he  say  what  was  the  result  of  his  efforts  to  get  declarations  from  other 
witDesaes? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Borden. 

By  the  Hon.  Mr.  Sifton  : 

Q.  He  said  to  you  at  that  time  he  was  engaged  in  getting  other  declarations? 
^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  led  up  to  his  request  to  you  to  make  a  declaration  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  was  not  more  than  two  weeke  after  the  election  ? — ^A.  I  do 
not  think  it  was  more  than  two  weeks. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  And  then  you  made  a  subsequent  declaration  at  Calgary  about  the  tearing 
up  of  the  ballots  didn't  you,  after  you  had  gone  west  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  time  that  was? — A.  Somewhere  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  about  the  1st  of  May,  I  think. 

Q.  The  3rd  of  May  it  is  dated.  That  was  made  before  Senator  Lougheed  ? — 
A.  Yee,  sir. 

Witness  discharged. 
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B.  Van  Every,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reeido  in  the  town  of  Goderioh,  Mr.  7an  Every? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  YoQ  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  coantj  of 
Huron,  in  February  last  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A. 
Parr,  Mr.  Farr,  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  leceive  a  ballotpaper  from  him? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — ^A.  I  marked  it  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  Just  a  cross. 

Q.  And  did  you  intend  to  put  a  cross  on  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Oppo>ite  whose  name  did  you  put  the  cross  ? — A.  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  for  the  purpose? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  place? — A.  A  round  white  space. 

Q.  A  round  disc?  And  you  put  your  cross  in  there? — A.  Opposite  McLean's 
name  in  this  disc. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it?— 
A.  I  gave  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  Well,  he  took  the  ballot  in  his 
hand  and  tore  off  the  stub. 

Q.  The  counterfoil  ?— A.  And  I  asked  him  when  he  took  it  off,  I  said,  "  What 
are  you  going  to  do  with  that?"  and  he  said,  "I  am  going  to  put  it  in  my  pocket," 
and  he  put  it  in  the  pocket  and  he  had  the  ballot  in  his  hand  and  I  said,  '^  Be  carefal 
and  don't  put  that  in,''  and  he  put  it  in  the  box  and  I  walked  out. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  He  didn't  have  to  fold  it  any  more  to  put  it  in  the  box  than  it  was  already 
folded,  1  suppose? — A.  I  do  not  think  he  would. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  opening  in  the  box  through  which  the  ballot  goes  ?— 
A.  Ob,  yes. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  circle,  it  was  a  slit? — ^A.  I  think  it  was  a  circle. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  a  circle  ? — ^A.  1  think  it  was. 

Q.  How  did  you  fold  your  ballot  paper  ? — ^A.  I  folded  it— of  course  it  was  not 
as  long  as  this — with  the  initials  so  they  could  be  seen. 

Q.  Yon  folded  it  more  than  oncer — A.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  initial  could  be  seen 
here  and  I  just  handed  it  and  ho  tore  it  off  this  way. 

Q.  Lengthwise  of  the  ballot? — ^A.  Yes,  so  he  could  get  the  counterfoil  off. 

Q.  Just  tell  us  from  one  of  these  ballots  how  he  would  fold  it?  That  is  about 
the  size  of  the  ballot  and  this  would  represent  the  counterfoil  ? — Al.  Yes,  something 
of  that  nature. 

Q.  Well,  that  would  be  representing  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  tell  us  what  you  did  with  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  folded  it  in  that  way. 

Q,  You  folded  it  lengthwise  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr,  McAlister : 
Q.  His  initials  were  lengthwise  ? — A.  His  initials  were  lengthwise. 

By  Mr.  Rumll : 

Q.  And  he  tore  the  counterfoil  off,  and  you  think  he  tore  off  what  was  blank 
that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  he  put  it  through  the  circulrr  hole,  you  think. — A.  Yes,  I  didn't 
pay  particular  enough  attention  to  it. 
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Q.  Then,  Mr.  Van  Every,  he  didn't  have  to  make  any  refolds  in  it,  in  order  to 
get  it  into  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  I  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  He  jast  took  the  counterfoil  off  with  one  hand,  and  put  the  ballot  in  with 
the  other  ? — A.  Yes,- sir,  and  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  in  the  box  with  the  other  hand  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  sure  he 
pot  it  in,  he  took  it  up  and  put  it  in  his  pocket,  and  whether  he  put  it  in  the  other 
hand  before  he  put  it  in,  1  am  not  positive. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  it  in  ? — A.  I  am  not  sure  he  put  it  in. 

Q.  And  vour  impression  is  the  way  you  have  described  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  made  a  declaration  * — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  make  that  ? — A.  1  thought  the  vote  was  not  exactly 
right. 

Q.  What  led  you  to  do  it  ?  It  was  not  of  your  own  motion  you  did  it  ? — ^A. 
From  a  talk  we  had,  some  of  us,  we  thought  the  vote  had  not  turnea  out  right. 

Q.  Andyou  were  one  of  the  parties  that  arranged  about  getting  up  a  declara- 
tion?— A.  Well,  it  was  talked  over,  and  I  went  to  some  of  them. 

Q.  And  you  an*anged  to  get  up  declarations,  how  soon  after  the  election  was 
that? — A.  I  went  to  some  of  them  the  next  day  after  the  election. 

Q.  And  how  soon  after  that,  then,  were  the  declarations  actually  drawn  up,  so 
far  as  you  can  tell  us? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  exactly  say,  but  it  must  have  been — 
probably — there  was  not  a  declaration  made  four  or  five  days  after  the  election, 

Q.  There  was  not,  you  say  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was. 

Q.  Until  four  or  five  days  after  the  election  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
any  declarations  made  so  far  as  I  know  for  at  least  two  days  after. 

Q.  Then,  about  a  week  after  the  election,  at  all  events,  these  declara- 
tions were  in  process  of  being  prepared  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  among  those  who  were  engineering  the  business  of  getting  up  the 
declarations  ? — A.  Well,  I  went  to  some  of  them. 

Q.  Well,  they  were  pretty  much  all  prepared,  I  suppose,  reasonably  soon  after 
that?— A.  Yes,  sir.  "^ 

Q.  Within  about  a  fortnight  after  the  election  they  would  be  pretty  well  under 
way,  would  they  not  ?— A.  Well,  I  suppose,  probably  a  fortnight,  if  they  were  not 
all  made  iu  a  fortnight,  probably  in  two  or  three  weeks. 

Q.  Give  me  an  outside  limit  of  the  time  when  you  had  sufficient  declarations 
made  showing  there  was  something  wrong  at  the  booth  ? — A.  It  may  have  been 
more  than  three  weeks ;  it  would  not  be  more  than  four  weeks  probably. 

Q.  After  the  election  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  The  election  was  on  the  21st  of  February  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  by  about  the  2l6t  of  March  anyway,  you  would  bave  the  matter  pretty 
well  in  band? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  know  then  you  had  good  gi*ounds  for  petitioning  against  the  return 
of  Mr.  Holmes  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  Mr.  McLean  taken  into  your  councils  in  regard  to  this,  the  candidate 
himself? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  He  was  at  these  conferences  which  you  arranged  about  getting  these  declara- 
tions—some of  them? — A.  Yes.  There  wasn't  much  conference  about  it.  He  was 
there  sometimes. 

Q.  But  he  was  there  in  conference  with  you  and  was  aware  of  what  proceed- 
ings were  in  progress  about  the  declarations  you  were  preparing,  and  how  these 
were  getting  along  and  all  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  knew  when  it  was  you  had  sufficient  material  ? — A.  I  can't  say  ho 
did. 

Q.  Why  would  you  have  a  difficulty  about  that? — A.  I  had  more  conversation 
with  Hays  about  it  than  I  had  with  him. 

Q.  Mr.  Hays  had  that  knowledge  7  If  I  had  said  Hays  instead  of  McLean 
it  would  have  been  all  right  ? — A.  Yes,  I  had  more  conversations  with  Hays. 

Q.  Hays  knew  at  that  time  you  had  all  material  that  was  required  to  show 
that  there  was  something  wrong  at  the  polling  booth  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  would  be  about  the  21st  of  March  ? — A.  About  that  time. 
2—26 
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Q.  Some  considerable  time  before  the  end  of  March,  that  would  be  ? — ^A.  Yee. 

Q.  Yon  were  not  preBODt  at  the  execution  of  any  of  these  declarations,  or  the 
signing  of  them  except  your  own  ? — A.  Yes,  I  was  I  think,  but  I  wouldn't  like  to 
swear  about  that. 

Q.  Then,  of  course,  you  would  not  like  to  say  which  declaration  it  would  be  yoa 
had  this  impression  about  ? — A.  No,  I  would  not. 

Q.  Was  the  form  of  declaration  printed  or  written  or  typewritten? — A.  It  was 
partly  printed. 

Q.  The  body  was  printed  and  the  name  filled  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  us  the  form  you  went  through  in  making  it  ? — A.  I  signed  my  name. 

Q.  Who  read  it?— A.  I  read  it. 

Q.  You  read  it  over  yourself  and  signed  you  name? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  all  that  was  done  about  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  other  case  at  which  you  were  present  was  it  done  in  the  same  way?— 
A.  Well,  I  wouldn't  like  to  swear  I  was  there  when  any  other  person  made  tie 
declaration. 

Q.  You  would  not  be  one  of  those  men  that  would  need  to  be  canvassed  ?— A  I 
would  not  have  to  be  canvassed. 

Q.  You  would  be  canvassing  others  more  likely  than  be  canv'assed  yourself  7— 
A.  I  didn't  do  much  canvassing. 

Q.  You  were  a  member  of  McLean's  committee  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  they  have  any  regular  meetings  to  organize  for  the  campaign  T — ^A.  Oh, 
yes,  they  had  a  committee  meeting. 

Q.  They  had  committee  meetings.  About  how  many  were  present.  I  am 
speaking  about  the  local  committee,  and  you  are,  too,  I  suppose  ? — A.  That  is  for 
the  town  ? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  Ob,  I  can't  exactly  tell  the  number.  Sometimes  there  would  be 
quite  a  few.  We  had  a  room  not  quite  as  large  as  this,  and  8()metimeH  there  would 
be  a  number  there. 

Q.  And  your  canvassing  would  consist  in  putting  a  tick  against  the  names  of 
the  voters  supposed  to  be  friendly  and  a  ci*086  against  those  unfriendly? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  reports  from  men  sent  out  to  find  how  many  men  were  going 
to  change  ? — A.  When  we  had  meetings,  of  course,  those  that  wei*e  there  if  they 
had  seen  any  person  would  report  upon  it. 

Q.  You  didn't  have  things  down  very  fine,  I  suppose? — A.  Oh,  yes,  we  had  it 
down  pretty  fine. 

Q.  Ab  fine  as  you  could  get  them  ? — A;  Yes,  pretty  fine. 

Q.  You  couldn't  have  it  down  any  finer  than  your  knowledge  would  go?— A 
We  knew  pretty  well,  that  is  a  straight  Grit  and  Toiy  ward. 

Q.  Were  there  no  doubtful  voters  ? — A.  There  were  doubtful  ones  as  there  are 
in  other  places. 

Q.  Especially  in  towns  there  is  more  of  the  doubtful  ones  than  in  the  country? 
— A.  I  don't  know.    This  particular  division  isn't  that  way. 

Q.  Well  party  lines  were  broken  up  in  your  riding  more  or  less  by  the  previous 
election.  Were  thoy  not?  There  was  an  independent  candidate  out  at  onetime?— 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  From  the  next  previous  election  for  the  Dominion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  upset  things  for  you  pretty  badly  ? — A.  For  the  time. 

Q,  Party  lines  wore  not  screwed  up  to  as  hi^h  a  pitch  as  they  were  in  the  time 
of  Mr.  Cameron  ? — A.  They  had  recovered  a  little  from  that. 

Q.  Did  they  not  also  recover  from  the  extreme  rigidity  that  marked  it  in  the 
time  of  Mr.  Cameron  ? — A.  How  do  you  mean  ? 

Q.  I  mean  that  he  was  a  hard  fighter  and  people  would  naturally  range  them- 
selves on  one  side  or  the  other  and  since  his  time  there  has  not  been  the  same  stiff- 
ness in  regard  to  political  conviction  as  there  was  in  his  day,  is  not  that  so,  more  or 
less  ? — A.  Oh,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  cannot  give  us  any  opinion,  or  have  you  that  impression  ?  If  you  don't 
know  anything  about  it,  don't  say  anything.  Anyway  there  was  a  split  in  the  party 
at  the  previous  election  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  That  is  the  geDeml  eleotioo  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  there  had  been  a  change  of  government  in  the  meantime? — ^A.  Yes. 
Q.  All  that  would  tend  to  disturb  party  lines  some  ? — A.  Well,  as  I  say,  they 
had  recovered  from  that. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  what  the  vote  was  at  the  Beck-G-arrow  election  in  Decem- 
ber in  that  ward  ? — A.  In  December? 

Q.  Yes,  in  December  that  was  the  second  election  ? — A.  I  think  at  the  second 
flection  Garrow  had  13  of  a  majority. 

Q.  He  had  13?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Grarrow  was  the  Liberal  candidate  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  How  many  majority?  Do  remember  what  the  vote  was  ? — A.  I  forget  what 
the  vote  was. 

Q.  Yon  don't  remember  what  it  was  in  the  Beck- Garrow  election  ? — ^A.  No,  sir, 
I  do  not    I  think  it  was  13  majority. 

Q.  But  yon  can't  give  the  figures? — A.  No.  Beck  had  a  majority  in  the  elec- 
tion before. 

Q.  There  seems  to  have  been  some  change  in  this  division  since  there  was  a 
change  of  government? 

Witness  discharged. 


M.  O.  Johnston  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Johnston  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  You  are  a  barrister  ? — A.  Yos,  sir. 

Q.  Practicing  in  the  courts  of  Ontario?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Of  how  many  years  standing? — A.  I  was  called  in  the  spring  of  1891. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February,  1899?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  polling  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — A.  James 
Parr  was  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — ^A.  I  marked  it  in  the  usual  way 
with  a  cross  opposite  the  name  of  Bobert  McLean,  one  of  the  candidates. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  put  it  in  the  space  for  that  purpose,  or  where  there  is  a  place 
for  that  purpose? — A.  Yes,  within  tne  disc. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  your  ballot,  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I 
handed  it  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you,  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it?— A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  I  passed  out  immediately.  I  was  in  a  hurry  as  I 
bad  some  work,  and  I  passed  out  hurriedly. 

ByMr.Bussell: 

Q.  You  made  a  declaration  yourself,  I  suppose,  about  how  it  went  before  Mr. 
Hayg?— A.  Befoi*e  Mr.  Hays. 
2— 25^ 
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Q.  When  did  you  make  the  declaration  ?»A.  BeaHy  it  was  some  considerable 
time  after  the  election  and  it  is  quite  a  considerable  time  ago.  I  can't  tell  joa 
exactly. 

Q.  It  was  not  within  a  week  or  a  foilnight  after  the  election? — A.  No,  I  think 
it  would  be  rather  longer. 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  Groderioh  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  Van  Every  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Clarke  ?  Mr.  Van  Every  in  particular  ?  Do  you  remember  any 
consultation  with  him  about  getting  declarations? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  had  any 
conversations  with  him.  Well,  probably  I  had  better  qualify  that.  We  might  have 
talked  it  over,  but  not  at  the  inception  of  it. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  as  a  matter  of  fact? — A.  I  am  thoroughly  satisfied  we 
did.    Because  it  is  a  small  town  and  we  talked  things  over  frequently. 

Q.  You  must  have  met  and  discussed  the  matter  of  getting  out  declarations  with 
Van  Every  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  certainly  I  must  have. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  anything  about  his  own  declaration?  You  do  not? — A 
I  don't  think  it  was  taken  before  me. 

Q.  It  was  taken  before  Mr.  Hays  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  I  was  going  to  ask  you  was  whether  it  would  not  be  your  impression 
that  these  declarations  were  made  within  a  week  or  ten  days  or  a  fortnight  after 
the  election? — A.  Well,  I  think  rather  longer  than  that  but  I  would  not  like  to  be 
positive. 

Q.  When  you  say  rather  longer,  would  you  go  so  far  as  to  double  the  time  I 
have  named  ? — A.  It  strikes  me  that  most  of  the  declarations  that  I  took 

Q.  I  am  not  speaking  of  what  you  took,  but  I  got  the  impression  you  didn't 
take  much  in  your  office  ? — A.  Only  as  an  occasional  voter  dropped  in. 

Q.  Mr.  "H  ays  took  them  in  Goderich,  for  the  most  part  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  in  regard  to  these,  as  far  as  you  know?— A.  Well,  I  should  say  these 
were  made  some  time  in  March  and  towards  the  latter  end  of  Afarch ;  that  would  be 
probably  a  month. 

Q.  You  think  about  a  month  after  the  election  they  would  be  pretty  well  all 
completed  ? — A.  Well,  yes,  I  think  they  would  be  pretty  well  on. 

Q.  In  conference  you  had  gone  far  enough  to  know  you  had  more  persons  i*eady 
to  make  declarations  they  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  than  there  were  votes  counted 
for  him  ? — A.  Well,  excuse  me,  my  conferences  with  Mr.  Van  Every  were  not  in  the 
nature  of  gathering  or  preparing  them ;  it  was  more  casual,  a  matter  of  gossip. 

Q.  You  had  the  same  part  as  he  had  ? — A.  It  was  more  political  gossip  or  talk. 

Q.  You  were  an  active  politician,  a  supporter  of  Mr.  McLean? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  was  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  met  ir»  the  committee,  of  course  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Canvassing,  going  over  the  lists,  of  course  ? — A.  Yes.  v 

Q.  That  is  the  strict  meaning  of  canvassing  voters? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  in  the  more  modern  use  of  the  term,  you  would  go  out  and  solicit 
voters? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  as  an  active  supporter,  you  would  consult  with  Van  Every  and  others 
with  regard  to  getting  all  these  declarations? — A.  Well,,  no;  hardly  in  that  way; 
there  was  no  organisation  looking  after  it. 

Q.  In  regard  to  getting  declarations  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  in  regard  to  the  election  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  I  say  in  this  way  you  and  other  parties  interested  in  the  matter  discovered 
before  the  end  of  March  you  had  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  who  had  made 
declarations ? — A.  Well  along  about  April  or  that  time  it  was  known. 

Q.  The  latter  end  of  March  or  the  beginning  of  April? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now  mind  we  are  getting  a  long  way  from  the  election,  the  election  was  on 
the  21st  of  February  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  will  you  agree  that  about  a  month,  or  at  the  end  of  March,  had  elapsed? 
— A.  No,  I  would  not  like  to 

Q.  Well,  hadn't  they  begun  to  get  these  within  a  week  of  the  election  ? — A. 
Well  ,it  might  have  begun  in  the  way  of  gathering  in  these;  in  No.  3  Goderioh  it 
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went  over  a  long  way;  they—  (Witnesses  hesitated.)  They  were  asked  to  call 
at^the  office  and  necessarily  a  length  of  time  was  consamed  in  waiting  for  these  men 
to' come  around. 

Q.  Bat  before  this  it  had  been  ascertained  by  you ? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

;*— Q.  It  had  been  ascertained? — A.  Yes,  I  understood  that. 

Q.  The  actual  signatures  may  have  been  delayed,  but  the  ascertaining  of  the 
fact  that  you  had  a  sufficient  number  of  persons  ready  to  make  declarations  took 

Slace  at  the  end  of  March  ? — A.  Well,  about  that  time,  I  would  not  like  to  be  tied 
own  to  it;  I  hadn't  any  connection  with  it.   I  was  not  responsible  in  any  way  for 
the  information. 

ByMr.miU: 

Q.  I  didn't  understand  for  whom  you  voted  ?— A.  I  voted  for  Mr.  McLean. 
Q.  You  put  it  in  the  disc  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

"ICiQ*  I  see  that  among  some  of  the  declarations  which  I  have  here,  Mi^.  Johnston^ 
there  are  two  taken  before  you  on  the  dOth  March — John  E.  Bridges  and  Patrick 
Nugent  ?— A.  Yes,  I  recollect  these ;  that  date  will  be  correct,  as  it  is  there. 

Witness  discharged. 


W.  H.  HOPPBNS  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Where  do  you  live,  Mr.  Hoppens? — A.  Parry  Sound. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Saw  filer. 

Q.  Have  you  had  anything  to  do  with  organization  in  connection  with  elections 
in  Ontario  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  how  many  years? — ^A.  Well,  the  first  time  that  I  ever  did  any  was  in 
1883  or  1884. 

Q,  1883?— A.  Or  1884. 

Q.  Have  you  been  connected  with  organization  since  then  ? — A.  Off  and  on. 

Q.  What  elections  have  you  participated  in  within  the  last  two  years? — A, 
Several  elections ;  by-elections  and  general  elections,  in  our  own  district. 

Q.  Well  in  1896  I  suppose  you  were  in  the  general  election  ? — A.  Yes,  in  our 
own  district. 

Q.  You  were  not  out  of  your  own  district  in  that  election? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well  in  any  subsequent  by-elections  were  you  out  of  your  own  district  ?— 
A.  In  1896.  no. 

Q.  In  1897  were  tou  ?— A.  No. 

Q,  In  1898  were  you?— A.  No. 

Q.  Not  in  1898  ?— A.  Well  let  me  see,  some  in  1898. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  they  were  ? — A.  They  were  Lennox,  Halton,  Wes 
Huron — West  Huron  is  it  that  is  under  investigation  or  South  Huron  ? 

Q.  West  Huron;  you  were  in  Lennox  and  what  other? — A.  Halton. 

Q.  And  West  Huron  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  moan  the  Dominion  election  in  West  Huron?  — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  you  in  West  Elgin  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wereyou  inBrockville? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  in  Brockville  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  When  was  West  Elgin  ?— A.  When  was  it  ? 

Q.  When  was  the  election  in  West  Elgin  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  remember  the  exav 
datOy  it  was  iiFjanuary. 
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Q.  January  of  what  year?— A.  Of  1899. 

Q.  And  the  West  Huron  election  was  in  February  ?— A.  February  of  1899. 

Q.  At  whose  request  did  you  go  into  these  counties  ? — A.  Which  one? 

Q.  We  will  take  one  at  a  time;  at  whose  request  did  you  go  into  West  Elgin  ? 
—A.  Who  requested  me  ? 

Q.  Yes. — A.  Mr.  Preston, 

Q.  And  at  whose  request  did  you  go  into  West  Huron  ? — A.  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Smith  ? — ^A.  The  Liberal  organiser  for  Ontario. 

Q.  Who  is  Mr.  Preston  ? — A.  I  don't  know  who  he  is,  only  Mr.  Preston. 

Q.  Who  was  the  Libetal  organizer  ? — A.  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  You  know  more  about  Mr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  suppose  I  do. 

Q.  How  doyou  know  more  about  Mr.  Smith  being  organizer  than  about  Mr. 
Preston  ? — A.  Well,  Mr.  Smith  is  called  through  the  papers  the  Liberal 
organizer  and  has  an  office  in  Toronto,  which  I  don't  think  Mr.  Preston  had. 

Q.  Mr.  Smith  had  an  office  as  Liberal  organizer  and  Mr.  Preston  hadn't?— A 
Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  understand  Mr.  Preston  ever  was  Liberal  organizer  ? — A.  Yes,  at 
one  time. 

Q.  At  one  time  ? — A.  Previous  to  Alex.  Smith. 

Q.  When  he  told  you  to  go  to  West  Elgin  was  he  Liberal  organizer  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  Who  was? — A.  Mr.  Preston,  but  he  was  not  Liberal  organizer  for  Ontario. 

Q.  For  where  then  ?— A.  For  West  Elgin. 

Q.  Mr.  Preston  was  organizer  for  West  Elgin  but  not  Ontario  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  special  organizer  for  West  Elgin  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  special  organizer  for  West  Huron  ?— A.  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Mr.  Smith  was?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  what  time  did  you  go  into  West  Hui-on? — A.  The  11th  or  12th  of 
Februaiy,  it  was  a  Friday. 

(J.  How  long  did  you  remain  ? — A.  I  remained  till  the  morning  of  the  election. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  for  your  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  your  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  paid  your  time  or  expenses  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Just  went  at  Mr.  Smith's  request? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  could  go  and  I 
said  yes. 

Q.  You  were  not  paid  in  West  Elgin  cither? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  your  expenses  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Not  paid  anything  directly  or  indirectly  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Saw  filer. 

Q.  Were  you  paid  while  away  from  work? — A.  We  don't  work  at  it  in  winter. 

Q.  You  don't  work  at  it  in  winter,  you  are  at  leisure  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  do  you  commence  ? — A.  About  the  1st  of  April,  seven  months 
from  the  1st  of  April. 

Q.  And  you  have  no  employment  at  all  during  the  rest  of  the  year  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  That  is  correct,  no  employment  during  the  rest  of  the  year  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  what  were  your  particular  duties  in  this  election  ? — A.  To  see  that  the 
committees  had  meetings,  to  make  arrangements  for  getting  out  the  vote,  if  there 
was  anybody  that  would  not  come  out,  to  see  that  the  meetings  were  advertised  and 
that  the  speakers  got  to  the  meetings. 

Q.  That  was  your  duty  in  both  these  elections  was  it  ? — A.  Yes.    . 

Q.  Do  you  know  John  Sullivan,  Captain  John  Sullivan,  1  think  he  is  called?— 
A.  Yen,  I  have  seen  him. 

Q.  Was  he  in  West  Huron  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  see  him. 

Q  What  part  of  West  Huron  did  you  operate? — A.  I  was  in  four  and  five 
West  Wawanosh  and  three  Ashfield, 

Q.  Four  and  five  West  Wawanosh  and  three  Ashfield,  and  no  other  part  of  the 
county? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  formed  committees  or  did  you?— A.  Yes,  in  only  two  divisions,  there 
was  one  division  in  West  Wawanosh  I  do  not  remember  which  I. do  not  know 
whether  it  wa'*  four  or  five. 
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Q.  Who  were  the  depnty  retarning  officers  in  the  places  where  70a  operated? 
A. — I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  on  election  day? — A.  I  was  on  the  train. 

Q.  On  the  train  going  where? — A.  Going  to  London. 

Q.  Yon  left  on  election  day  ? — A.  At  six  thirty  in  the  morning. 

Q.  You  left  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  got  through  with  your  work  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  say  you  have  no  idea  who  the  deputy  returning  officers  were  in 
these  places  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  who  were  the  scrutineers  for  Holmes? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  That  was  no  part  of  the  business  you  had  in  band,  was  that  right  ? — ^A.  Yes 

Q.  How  many  meeting  did  you  hold  ?— A.  Well,  two  or  three. 

Q.  Altogether?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Between  what  dates  did  you  say  you  went  there? — A.  I  was  in  G-oderich  on 
the  night  of  the  1 1th.  I  think  it  was,  on  a  Friday  and  I  got  to  Lucknow  on  Satur- 
day night. 

Q.  On  Saturaday  ? — A.  Sunday  morning,  Saturday  night. 

Q.  Who  were  the  speakers  at  the  meetings  which  you  formed  ? — A.  Mr.  Mc- 
Mullen,  I  sent  Mr.  McMullen  down  to  Duugannon. 

Q.  Mr.  James  McMullen  ? — A.  Yes.    Mr.  Paterson. 

Q.  Where  did  you  send  Mr.  Paterson  ?— A.  Mr.  Paterson  and  Dr.  Maodonald, 
they  hpoke  in  Lucknow. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  And  there  was  some  sent  out  10  Mr.  Grant's  school-house,  to  a 
place  called  Grant's  school-house,  and  some  place  about  four  miles  beyond  that.  Al- 
though I  took  the  bills  around  myself  I  forget  the  name  of  one  place. 

Q.  You  say  you  didn't  see  Captain  Sullivan  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  have  seen  him  in  previous  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  him  in  West  Elgin? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  deputy  returning  officers  in  West  Elgin  ? — A.  No. 

The  Chairman. — What  have  we  to  do  with  West  Elgin  ?  It  seems  to  me  we 
are  going  beyond  all  possible  limits  now. 

After  argument. 

The  Chairman. — We  had  some  questions  regarding  previous  elections  in  the 
same  riding,  in  the  same  polling  division,  but  now  we  are  altogether  in  another 
field.  I  think  we  are  going  too  far  altogether.  We  should  have  concluded  this 
investigation  now.  I  think  we  should  limit  it  to  the  two  ridings  mentioned  in  the 
order  of  reference,  West  Huron  and  Brockville,  to  ask  who  was  there  and  who 
organized  such  a  riding  and  all  that  I  think  is  altogether  irregular  or  irrelevant. 

I  admit  that  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  evidence  adduced  which  was 
totally  irrelevant,  but  I  did  not  like  to  interfere.  I  thought  the  parties  would 
object  when  the  proper  time  arrived,  but  now  wo  are  going  altogether  outside  the 
order  of  reference,  and  that  is  why  I  called  attention  to  it. 

After  further  discussion. 

The  witness  so  far  bas  not  shown  any  want  of  memory.  He  has  answered  the 
questions  put  to  him  and  is  that  to  be  made  a  pretext  for  going  over  West  Elgin, 
Lennox  and  all  other  ridings  mentioned  there.  I  must  admit  that  I  do  not  know 
exactly  what  are  my  duties  and  powers  an  chairman  of  this  committee,  but  some 
evidence  seemed  to  me  to  be  illegal  ?  I  allowed  it  because  I  thought  the  parties  oa 
both  sides  were  able  to  protect  themselves,  but  here  is  another  matter  to  my  mind. 
We  are  here  appointed  to  investigate  the  conduct  of  the  returning  officers  and 
deputy  returning  officers  of  the  two  ridings  and  if  we  go  to  another  riding  we 
might  as  well  go  to  the  whole  province  of  Ontario  and  the  whole  province  of  Quebec. 
I  have  no  objection  to  make  myself,  I  only  call  your  attention. 

After  further  argument. 

If  the  argument  is  over,  here  is  the  authority  of  Bourinot  in  which  he 
says,  **It  is  a  clear  and  indisputable  principle  of  parliamentary  law  that  a 
committee  is  bound  by  and  is  not  at  liberty  to  depart  from  the  order  of  reference. 
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Now,  this  is  the  authority.  If  that  be  trne  this  is  the  order  of  reference,  ^'  for  the 
purpose  of  inquiring  into  and  investigating  the  conduct  of  the  respective  returning 
officers  and  the  several  deputy  returning  officers  at  and  in  connection  with  each  of 
the  said  elections."  That  is  West  Huron  and  Brockviile.  Now,  under  that  author- 
ity and  under  the  order  of  reference,  I  must  tell  you,  gentlemen,  that  I  fail  to  see 
how  we  can  legally  inquire  into  what  took  place  in  other  ridings,  whether  it  should 
be  West  Elgin  or  another  riding  and  the  conduct  of  the  witnesses  more  particularly 
in  tho86  ridings.  I  fail  to  see  the  connection  there  could  be  between  the  conduct  of 
witnesses  in  either  riding  and  that  of  the  returning  officer  and  deputy  i*eturning 
officer  in  West  Huron  or  Brockviile. 

By  Mr,  Borden: 

Q.  Mr.  Hoppens,yoa  say  you  didn't  see  Sullivan  there  during  the  West  Huron 
election? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  bear  of  his  being  there  ? — A.  Not  at  the  time.  I  heard  afterwards 
he  was  there. 

Q.  From  whom  did  you  receive  vour  instructions  to  go  into  the  district  you 
have  mentioned  ? — A.  From  Mr.  Smith. 

Q.  Alexander  Smith  ?    Yes,  any  one  else  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  Mr.  Tom  Lewis  of  London  being  in  the  riding? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  Hce  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  of  him  being  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  Dan  Fefgnson  of  London  there? — A.  No. 

Q.  Yuu  didn't  hear  of  him  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  person  besides  youi^self  outside  the  speakei*s  from  out- 
side.   I  do  not  mean  to  include  the  speakers  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Will  you  state  your  work  in  these  dintricts  ? — A.  To  find  the  chairman,  call 
meetings  of  the  electors,  see  that  the  vote  was  got  out  and  make  arrangements  for 
a  hall  to  have  the  meetings  held  in  if  there  were  any  advertised,  to  see  that  the  meet- 
ing was  advertised  and  that  the  speakers  got  to  that  meeting. 

Q.  These  were  your  duties  in  these  three  districts? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  did  nothing  else  beside  that? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  interview  with  any  of  the  deputy  returning  officers  ? — A. 
I  didn't  know  ihem. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  did  not  know  them — ^you  mean 
the  returning  officer. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  I  never  saw  him. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  election  clerk  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Whom  did  you  see  in  Goderich  ? — A.  James  Vance. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ?  What  is  his  position  ? — A.  He  was  thei-e,  I  suppose,  organiz- 
ing the  town  of  Goderich. 

Q.  Where  does  he  come  from  ? — A.  Toronto. 

Q.  I  thought  yott  told  me  you  didn't  know  any  person  from  outside  other  than 
you  have  named  ? — A.  I  thought  you  meant  in  the  three  divisions. 

Q.  Very  likely  I  did  put  it  that  way.  Speaking  of  the  county  as  a  whole,  what 
persons  from  outside  do  you  know  of? — A.  James  Vance  and  Alexander  Smith. 

Q.  Is  that  all?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  work  of  organizing  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  of  this  work  that  a  local  man  could  not  have  done  equally 
well  ? — A.  Possibly  he  could. 

Q.  What  was  the  most  difficult  work  you  had  to  do,  do  you  think? — A.  I  sup- 
pose it  would  be  to  get  the  meetings  advertised. 

Q.  You  think  that  was  the  most  difficult  thing  ? — A.  I  think  so,  in  the  winter 
especially. 

Q.  What  did  you  have  to  do  in  order  to  get  the  meetings  advertised  ? — A. 
had  to  get  a  horse,  get  the  posters  printed  and  take  them  around. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  them  printed  ? — A.  In  Lucknow. 

Q.  Where  was  your  headquarters  ? — A.  At  Lucknow. 
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Q.  Gretting  the  horse  and  getting  the  bills  posted  was  the  most  difficult  work  to 
do  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  think  there  woul<|  be  any  difficulty  in  local  men  getting  a  horse  and 
getting  the  bills  printed  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  think  there  would  be  any  difficulty  in  that  ?— A.  No,  I  don't 
think  so. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  the^e  from  the  12ih  to  the  morning  of  the  23i*d  ? — A. 
Not  the  23rd. 

Q.  The  morning  of  the  election? — A.  Yes,  the  morning  of  the  election. 
The  21st. 

Q.  How  many  chairmen  did  you  see? — A.  Three. 

Q.  How  many  times  did  you  see  them  7 — A.  Once. 

Q.  Once  each? — A.  Yes.  At  their  division.  Of  course  I  saw  them  different 
times  in  the  town  of  Lucknow,  but  I  only  went  once  to  see  them. 

Q.  You  saw  them  different  times  in  Lucknow? — A.  Oh,  I  met  them  casually. 

Q.  You  got  out  advertisements  for  3  meetings  ? — A.  For  three  or  four. 

Q.  Did  you  do  anything  else  you  can  recollect  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  were  doing  during  the  9  days  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  You  are  serious  aboat  that  Mr.  Hoppens  ? — A.  I  am  positive. 

Q.  Getting  out  posters  for  3  or  4  meetings  and  seen  three  chairman  once  each, 
was  ail  you  did  during  the  9  days  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  under  the  circumstances  you  did  not  feel  justified  in  asking  for 
expenses? — A.  I  did  not  ask  for  it  but  I  would  not  mind  receiving  something  for  it 
if  they  had  offered  it  to  roe. 

Q.  They  didn't  think  it  was  worth  your  expenses,  I  suppose? — A.  I  don't 
know  about  that. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  the  refe*t  of  the  time  when  not  engaged  in  this  work  ? 
— A.  I  was  loafing  about  part  of  the  time. 

Q.  Not  doing  any  work  in  connection  with  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  proportion  of  time  were  you  loafing  around  and  what  proportion 
working? — A.  One  day  I  might  be  loafing  around  all  day  and  another  day  I  might, 
have  a  horse  driving. 

Q.  You  mean  a  horse  driving  in  connection  with  the  election  ? — A.  I  might 
going  to  see  the  chairman  of  the  division. 

Q.  You  saw  the  3  chairmen  on  different  days,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  voters  ? — A.  No— the  chairmen  would  be  votere  I 
•suppose. 

Q.  I  mean  outside  the  chairmen  ?  You  did  not  see  any  peraon  for  the  purpose 
of  canvassing  or  anything  of  that  kind  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  canvass. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  can  recollect  doing  during  the  9  days  ? — A.  That  is  all  I  was 
doing. 

Q.  You  saw  Vance  in  Groderich.  Did  you  have  a  conversation  with  him  ? — ^A. 
No,  only  I  went  there,  he  was  to  tell  me  where  I  was  to  go. 

Q.  What  is  his  particular  business  in  connection  with  these  elections? — A.  Well, 
he  is  an  organizer  under  Alexander  Smith. 

Q.  He  is  under  Smith  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  kind  of  an  organizer  as  you  are  ? — A.  He  is  more  extensive.  He  is 
in  elections  all  the  time. 

Q.  A  sort  of  deputy  organizer  ? — A.  I  suppose  you  might  call  him  that. 
Q.  You  didn't  see  Smith  himself  in  the  riding  of  West  Huron  ? — A.  No. 

Witness  withdrew. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons, 

FaiDAT,  4th  Aogost,  1899. 

The  Committee  met,  Mr.  Fobtin  in  the  chair. 

Inquiry  into  the  last  DominioD  eleotion  for  the  west  riding  of  the  ooanty  of 
Huron  resumed. 


Habbt  Boss  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  reside  in  Toronto,  Mr.  Eoss?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  in  the  employ  of  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  their  employ? — A.  Since  last  Christmas. 

Q.*  What  is  your  work  ? — A.  I  am  a  cabinet  maker  by  trade. 

Q.  A  cabinet  maker  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Parr  ? — A.  Yes,  I  know  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before  he  entered  the  employ  of  D.  W.  Thompson  &  Co.? 
— A.  No,  1  didn't  know  him,  no. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  him  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  He  came  there,  I  believe,  about  April  last? — A.  I  think  he  did,  somewhere 
about  that,  in  the  first  part  of  the  spring  somewhere. 

Q.  And  be  left  in  July,  last  month  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  eeo  him  last,  do  you  remember? — A.  I  cannot  just  remember, 
it  is  two  or  three  weeks  ago,  anyway. 

Q.  Where  was  it  you  saw  him  last  ? — A.  I  saw  him  on  Church  street  last. 

Q.  That  was  in  Toronto?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  room  at  the  same  place? — A.  Wo  did  for  a  while. 

Q.  Not  at  the  time  he  left?— A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  where  he  is  at  present? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  haven't?— A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  went  when  he  left  Toronto  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  have  any  conversation  with  you  about  his  going  away? — A.  He  told 
me  he  was  going  away,  he  didn*t  say  where. 

Q.  He  didn't  say  where?— A.  No.  He  said  he  might  go  to  Dakota.  Then 
again  he  said  he  didn't  know  where  he  would  go  and  so  that  was  all  he  told  me. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  to  you  about  it  more  than  once? — A.  Oh,  yes,  I  was  with  him 
two  or  three  times  after  he  left  D.  W.  Thompson's. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  idea  as  to  the  reason  he  left  ? — A.  Well,  no  he  didn't, 
but  he  knew,  I  knew,  you  know  and  didn't  say  anything  about  the  reason  he  left. 

Q.  He  knew  that  you  knew  ?  How  do  you  know  ? — A.  He  talked  to  me  that 
way. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  that  indicated  that  yon  knew  ? — A.  Well  he  asked  me  if  I 
knew  the  reason  why,  I  told  him  I  thought  I  did.  I  heard  all  about  it,  of  course  I 
saw  it  in  the  paper  you  know. 

Q.  Yes,  did  he  speak  at  all  of  what  appeared  in  the  papers  to  you  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  He  spoke  of  what  appeared  in  the  papers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Respecting  what  ?— A.  The  We«t  Huron  election. 

Q.  And  told  you  that  he  supposed  you  knew  why  he  was  leaving  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  this  occur  more  than  once  f— A.  Well,  no. 
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Q.  Did  he  refer  to  it  more  than  once  ? — ^A.  No,  he  didn't  refer  to  it  more  than 
ODce. 

Q.  Not  more  than  once  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Anrt  you  told  him  in  reply  that  yon  did  understand  why  he  was  leaving  ? — 
A.  Yeb. 

Q.  That  is  sabstantially  what  was  said  aboat  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  as  to  a  railway  ticket  ? — ^A.  Well,  he  did  say  he 
boaght  a  railway  ticket  to  Dakota. 

Q.  He  said  he  bought  a  ticket  to  Dakota  ? — A.  Yes,  he  said  he  had  bought  one 
for  North  Dakota. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  being  furnished  with  money,  a  cheque  ? — ^A.  No, 
he  didn't. 

Q.  He  didn't  say  that  to  you  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  to  that  effect  ? — ^A.  He  didn't  say  he  was  furnished  with  money  but 
he  told  me  he  was  going  to  be. 

Q.  He  told  you  he  was  going  to  be  furnished  with  money  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  name  any  amount  ? — A.  Well,  ho  said  somewheres  around  S500  and 
more  if  he  coald  get  it. 

Q.  He  said  he  was  going  to  be  furnished  with  $500  and  more  if  ho  could  get  it  ? 
-A,  Yes. 

Q.  He  didn't  show  any  cheque  ?^— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  from  what  source  he  expected  to  be  furnished  with  the 
money? — A.  No,  no  he  din't. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  on  that  subject  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  are  quite  certain  about  that  are  you,  Mr.  Eoss  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  fiom  him  at  any  time  whether  he  had  been  furnished  with 
money  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  You  didn't  and  as  I  undei*stand  you  the  only  conversation  respecting  money 
was  the  statement  by  him  that  ho  expected  to  be  furnished  with  (500  or  more  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  was  that  before  or  after  he  had  left  Thompson's  employ  ? — A.  After  he 
bad  left  Thompson's  employ. 

Q.  How  long  did  he  remain  in  Toronto,  as  far  as  you  know,  after  he  had  left 
Thompnon's  employ  ? — ^A.  I  think  about  two  weeks  as  near  I  can  guess. 

Q.  About  two  weeks  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  he  wa»<  there  to  the  end  of  August? — A.  Not  far  off. 

Q.  The  end  of  July  I  mean  ? — A.  Yes,  the  last  week  in  July  I  think  he  was  there. 

Q.  I  thought  you  told  me  a  while  ago  you  saw  him  last  two  or  three  weeks 
ago  ? — A.  That  is  the  first  time  I  saw  him  since  he  left  D.  W.  Thompson's  &  Co. 

Q.  You  saw  him  subsequently  in  Toronto  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  what  time  did  you  cease  to  board  at  the  same  place? — A.  Oh,  I  guess  it 
would  be  about  March,  about  May  I  think.  I  think  I  left  the  boarding-house  that 
we  were  boarding  together  at. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  was  living  in  Toronto  at  the  time  that  you  saw  him 
on  Church  street  ? — A.  Yec*. 

Q.  Where  was  he  living  in  Toronto  then  ? — A.  414  Church  St. 

Q,  What  is  the  number  ?— -A.  414  Church  St. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  was  how  long  ago? — A.  That  was  about  the  latter  part  of 
July. 

Q.  The  latter  part  of  July  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yes,  were  you  aware  at  that  time  that  a  summons  had  been  issued  for  his 
appearance  before  this  committee  ? — A.  That  is  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  He  told  you  a  summons  had  been  issued  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  say  about  that? — ^A.  Ob,  ho  said  he  was  keeping  hiding. 
He  didd't  want  to  be  served  with  this  summons.  Of  course  I  don't  know  anythi«g 
about  that  you  know. 

Q.  He  told  you  he  knew  a  summons  had  been  issued  for  his  appearance  here 
and  1^  wa:»  keeping  out  of  the  way  and  evading  it? — A.  I  said  that  I  didn't  think 
he  was  because  he  was  staying  in  this  house  and  he  and  I  went  out  walking. 
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Q.  He  told  you  that  he  was  hiding  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  think  he  was? — A.  It  didn't  look  like  it  because  he  oonld 
have  been  served  easy  enough. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  after  that  ? — A.  Not  after  he  left. 

Q.  After  he  left  where? — A.  After  he  left  the  city. 

Q.  Yon  haven't  seen  him  since  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  been  at  his  boarding-house  since  that? — A.  Last  night.  I 
went  up  to  tell  the  landlady  I  was  coming  here. 

Q.  Was  he  staying  at  his  boarding-house? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  inquire  for  him  ? — A.  She  told  me  he  hadn't  been  there  for  a  long 
while. 

Q.  He  hadn't  been  there  what  ? — ^A.  For  quite  a  while. 

Q.  Have  you  had  any  letter  from  him? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  any  one  who  has  heard  from  him  since  he  left? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anyone  who  has  seen  him  produce  a  cheque  for  $500? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  know  any  one? — ^A.     No. 

Q.  Did  he  show  you  this  railway  ticket  that  you  spoke  of? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  what  he  was  going  to  do  in  Dakota  ? — A   No,  he  didn't  say. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  wages  he  was  getting  ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  I  mean  in  Thompson's  employ? — A.  No,  I  have  no  idea. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea  of  what  wages  he  was  getting?  Were  you  an  intimate 
friend  of  his,  on  intimate  terms  with  him  ? — A.  No,  I  was  not. 

Q.  Any  one  else  that  was  on  more  intimate  terras  with  him? — A.  Most  likely 
some  of  the  people  that  was  boarding  in  the  house  he  was  at  at  that  time. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  any  of  them  ?— A.  I  know  two,  Mr.  Priest  and 
one  young  fellow  in  the  house,  Marshall  his  name  is.  His  mother  runs  the  boarding- 
house. 

Q.  What  is  his  first  name? — ^A.  Tom  Mai*shall  is  one. 

Q.  And  what  is  the  other ?-^A.  I  think  it  is  Samuel  Priest 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  do  not  know  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Marshall  lives  at  the  place  you  have  named,  and  Priest  also,  does  he  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  They  both  live  there  now? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  There  was  a  period  between  the  time  when  he  left  the  employ  of  D.  W. 
Thompson  &  Co.  and  when  you  saw  him  again  in  Toronto? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  During  which  you  didn't  see  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  Did  you  ascertain  from  him  where  he  had  been  during  that  time  when  he 
was  absent  from  Toronto? — A.  No,  I  did  not.  He  told  me  he  was  at  Goderioh,  and 
then  again  I  understood  him  to  say  he  hadn't  been  out  of  Toronto  at  all. 

Q.  Ha  wasn't  out  of  what? — A.  Out  of  Toronto  in  that  week. 

Q.  One  time  you  understood  he  had  been  at  Goderich,  and  again  that  he  hadn't 
been  out  of  Toronto  ? — A.  That  is  for  the  week  he  left  Toronto.  He  went  on 
Saturday  and  then  he  came  back  the  next  week  after  his  pay. 

Q.  Well,  I  understand  from  Mr.  Keough  and  Mr.  Endress  that  he  was  paid  on 
Thursday  the  13th  of  July,  and  you  say  be  left  Toronto  on  a  Saturday? — A.  I  am 
not  positive,  you  know. 

Q.  I  mean  what  you  understood  from  him  ? — A.  Hm,  bra. 

Q.  You  understood  from  him  he  left  Toronto  on  the  Saturday  after  he  was  paid? 
— A.  Hm,  hm.     I  didn't  take  any  interest  in  it  at  the  time,  and  I  kind  of  forget. 

Q.  And  then  you  didn't  see  him  again  till  the  end  of  the  week? — A.  It  may 
have  been  the  centre  of  the  week,  I  just  forget. 

Q.  You  are  not  just  sure  as  to  the  date  when  you  saw  him  again  ? — k\  No. 

V^.  How  long  from  the  time  he  was  paid  off  till  you  saw  him  again  ? — A.  Well, 
after  that,  maybe  two  or  three  days. 

Q.  Two  or  three  days  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Two  or  three  days  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  saw  him  two  or  three  times  ? — A.  Yes 
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Q.  Covering  that  period  altogether  after  he  had  returned  to  Toronto  ? — A.  Oh, 
I  met  him  one  day  at  noon.  He  called  me ;  I  was  surprised  to  see  him  ;  I  thought 
he  was  out  of  the  city. 

Q.  Yes. — A.  And  then  be  told  me  to  come  around  that  night.  I  came  around 
that  night. 

Q.  When  he  called  you  were  vou  at  the  works,  at  the  shop,  at  the  ware-house? 
— A.  No,  I  was  going  to  work  and  he  called  me  from  his  boaraing* house. 

Q.  He  called  out  to  you  from  the  boarding  house  ? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  You  were  passing  the  boarding-house  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  conversation  did  you  have  with  him  then  ? — A.  He  told  me  he 
was  in  a  bad  fix  and  told  me  it  was  just  like  being  in  jail  and  a  few  things  like  that. 
You  know  of  course  he  didn't  tell  me  any  particulai-s  of  the  case  that  night. 

Q.  Well,  just  give  it  to  us  as  definitely  as  you  can ;  he  told  you  he  was  in  a  bad 
fix  and  about  the  same  as  being  in  jail  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  And  what  else  ? — A.  I  asked  him  the  reason  why,  and  he  said  there  was  a 
summons  out  for  him  and  he  was  ti'ying  to  keep  hid;  and  that  was  all  happened 
that  noon  hour. 

Q.  And  that  he  was  keeping  hid  for  what  reason  ? — A.  In  case  he  would  get 
the  summons. 

Q.  So  the  summons  would  not  be  served  on  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  you  left  him  he  asked  you  to  come  around  at  night  ? — A   Yes. 

Q.  What  took  place  at  night  ? — A.  Well,  he  told  me — I  asked  him  what  he  did 
that  he  was  going  to  be  summoned  ;  of  course  ho  told  me  what  he  did  as  far 

Q.  He  told  you  what  he  did  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  he  had  done  ? — A.  Well,  he  told  me  he  was  returning 
officer  at  the  election  in  Goderich,  and  told  me  he  voted  22  times  himself;  that  is 
about  all  he  could  tell  me. 

Q.  He  told  ycu  he  bad  voted  22  times  himself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  all  ? — A.  Said  he  was  in  a  bad  fix,  that  was  about  all  his  told  me. 

Q.  Did  he  gave  you  any  information  as  to  how  he  had  voted  22  times  himself, 
how  he  had  done  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  tell  you  that  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Then  after  that  night  did  you  see  him  again  ? — A.  Yes,  he  called  at  my 
boarding-bouse  one  night. 

Q.  How  long  after  ? — A.  Oh,  may  be  it  was  the  second  night  after  that. 

Q.  The  second  night  after  that  ? — A.  I  won't  say  for  sure  what  night. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  on  the  subject  then  ? — A.  Well,  no  we  didn't. 

Q,  No  conversation  on  the  subject  then  ? — A.  No,  only  we  talked  about  him 
going  away,  and  ho  would  say  one  thing  one  time  and  another  thing  another  time 
and  I  could  not  Believe  what  he  did  say. 

Q.  He  gave  different  statements  as  to  what  he  was  going  to  do  ? — A.  Yes,  I 
took  so  little  interest  in  it  that  I  forget  what  he  really  did  say. 

Q.  In  the  conversation  in  the  evening  at  his  boarding-house  he  referred  dis- 
tinctly to  the  West  Huron  election,  as  I  understand  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  on  that  occasion  also  or  only  at  noon  that  he  told  you  he  was  in  a 
bad  fix  and  the  same  as  in  jail  ? — A.  It  was  at  noon  he  told  me  he  was  in  a  bad  fix. 

Q.  It  was  in  the  evening  he  told  you  about  voting  ? — ^A.  Yes,  me  and  him  went 
for  a  walk. 

Q.  And  when  out  walking  he  told  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  State  again  what  he  said  ;  he  told  you  he  had  voted  ? — A.  Twenty  two  times. 

Q.  Himself  ?— A.  Himself. 

Q.  And  did  you  understand  it  was  that  he  was  in  a  fix  about? — A,  Well,  1  did 
then,  and  from  what  I  saw  in  the  papers  and  heard  in  the  factory  before  that. 

Q.  You  heard  this  from  himself  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  it  was  in  respect  of  that  he  was  in  a  fix  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  McAlister  : 

Q.  What  was  his  employment  in  Thompson's  ? — A.  He  was  running  a  machine 
while  he  was  there. 
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By  Mr.  Britten  : 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  machine  ? — A.  A  planer. 

Q.  What  was  his  trade  ? — A.  He  told  me  he  was  a  carpenter. 

Q.  Your  recollection  seemed  to  have  been  a  p^ood  deal  better  at  the  last  part  of 
giving  yoar  evidence  from  the  first  ? — ^A.  It  just  depended  on  how  I  was  asked 
the  qnestions. 

Q.  It  depended  on  how  yon  were  asked  questions,  which  seemed  to  refresh 
your  memory  a  good  deal  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  yon  said  at  the  last,  specially  yon  mentioned,  that  yon  didn't  take  mnch 
stock  in  what  he  said  ? — ^A.  Tes. 

Q.  Didn't  seem  to  believe  him  ? — A.  Knew  he  was  in  a  fix  but  didn't  bother 

Q.  How  did  yoa  know  he  was  in  a  fix  ? — A.  I  saw  it  in  the  papers 

Q.  By  what  was  in  the  papers — ^what  were  you  going  to  say? — A.  Ton  didn't 
let  me  finish. 

ByMr.MilU: 

Q.  I  understand  yon  to  say  you  knew  he  was  in  a  fix  by  what  you  had  seen  in 
the  paper,  and  what  else  ? — A.  By  what  he  told  me. 

By^Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Apart  from  what  he  told  yon  you  knew  nothing  of  what  transpired  up  in 
Goderichr— A.  No. 

Q.  You  were  not  up  there  at  all  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  apart  from  what  was  in  the  papers  you  had  no  knowledge  f^m  anybody 
else  of  what  had  taken  place  except  your  conversations  with  him,  which  I  will  come 
to?— A.  No. 

Q.  Now,abouthisconversations,why  didn't  you  take  much  stock? — A.  Because 
he  changed  the  subject  and  I  will  tell  you  he  was  a  little  the  worse  for  liquor. 

Q.  He  was  a  little  the  worse  for  liquor  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  on  a  prolonged  spree  ? — A.  He  was  not  really  what  you  call  drunk, 
but  he  was  drinking. 

Q.  And  he  was  drinking  during  these  days  you  had  conversations  with  him  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  working  for  Thompson's  still  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  had  been  all  the  time  he  was  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  say  he  left  Thompson's  ? — A.  July. 

Q.  You  cannot  give  the  date  ? — A.  No,  I  won't  swear  to  the  week  either. 

Q.  And  what  do  you  say  in  regard  to  the  time  he  got  his  pay,  the  same  week  he 
left? — A.  No,  the  week  after,  I  am  not  sure  but  I  think  it  was  the  week  after. 

Q.  But  what  we  want — suppose  you  try  to  recollect ;  it  is  a  little  important  to 
me  when  that  was;  the  week  after? — A.  Yes,  but  I  would  not  be  sure. 

Q.  What  reason  have  you  to  think  so  ? — A.  Well,  he  left  the  shop  and  it  was 
supposed  in  the  shop  be  had  gone  away  ? 

Q.  I  don't  want  what  was  supposed  in  the  shop,  I  want  your  knowledge,  every 
one  has  to  know  for  himself? — A.  You  didn't  let  me  finish  my  story. 

Q.  Well  finish  it  ? — A.  It  was  supposed 

Q.  Now,  we  don't  want  what  was  supposed  ? — A.  I  am  not  swearing. 

Q.  You  can't  swear  to  what  was  supposed  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Tell  me  of  your  own  knowledge;  you  know  the  time  he  left,  I  don't  mean 
the  day  but  the  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  do  you  say  it  was  the  same  week  or  next  week  he  came  back  ? — A.  No, 
I  won't  be  sure. 

Q.  Nor  the  day  of  the  week  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  of  his  leaving  had  you  any  conversation  about  this  West 
Huron  affair? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  fir^  see  him  after  the  time  he  left  ? — ^A.  I  should  judge  he 
was  away  about  a  week  and  then  he  came  back,  and  it  might  have  been  a  couple  of 
days  after  that  I  was  going  to  work  at  noon  and  he  called  me. 
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Q.  Then  this  oonversation  going  to  work  at  noon  was  the  first  conversation  you 
had  with  him  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Thai  was  the  very  first? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  as  you  were  passing  his  boai*ding-hoase  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  was  that?— A.  414  Church  street. 

Q«  And  were  you  boarding  there? — A.  Not  at  that  time. 

Q.  You  had  left  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  had  gone  back  to  the  same  boarding-house  where  he  was  before  leaving 
Thompeon's? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  saw  him  going  to  work  at  noon  along  Ann  street;  would  you  pass  his 
boarding-house  on  Church  street ;  Church  street  runs  north  and  south  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Ann  street  oast  and  west  ? — A.  His  house  was  there  and  I  was  going 
down  Ann  street. 

Q.  You  were  going  east  on  Ann  street  ? — A.  No,  I  was  going  west. 

Q.  And  passing  his  boai*ding-house  at  noon — where  was  he  in  the  boarding* 
house  ? — ^A.  Up  staira  in  a  window. 

Q.  And  he  called  you  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  then  will  you  state  the  whole  of  that  conversation  as  it  took  place; 
what  was  it  ? — ^A.  He  just  told  me  that  noon  hour 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  you  ? — ^A.  Told  me  he  was  in  a  bad  fix,  a  summons  out  for 
him  and  was  keeping  hid ;  and  that  was  all  he  told  me.  . 

Q.  He  called  you  and  asked  you  to  go  in  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.'  You  went  in  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Up  t^  his  own  room? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where?— A.  Upstairs. 

Q.  Anybody  else  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  got  into  the  room  what  was  first  said  ? — A.  He  told  me  he  was  in 
a  bad  fix. 

Q.  He  began  speaking? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  he  tell  yoa  ? — A.  He  told  me  he  was  in  a  bad  fix. 

Q.  Use  his  own  words  toyou ;  I  want  you  just  to  tell  what  he  said  ? — A.  I  went 
into  the  room  and  he  said, ''  Well  I  am  in  a  bad  fix." 

Q.  "  I  am  in  a  bad  fix  "  ? — A.  Yes,  and  I  asked  him  the  trouble;  of  course  I  had 
an  idea  what  it  was. 

Q.  Don't  keep  that  interjection  about  it;  I  want  the  conversation;  he  said  '*I 
am  in  a  bad  fix  "  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  next? — A.  And  said  there  wa8  a  summons  out  for  him. 

Q.  Well,  give  it  in  his  words? — A.  ''There  is  a  summons  out  for  me  and  I  am 
keeping  kind  of  shady.'' 

Q.  Now  I  have  that :  *'  I  am  in  a  bad  fix,  there  is  a  summons  out  for  me,  and  I 
am  keeping  kind  of  shady ; "    was  that  what  he  said  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  all  ?— A.  About  all. 

Q.  Now,  don't  say  *' about  all;  "  tell  me  the  whole  conversation  ? — ^A.  He  may 
have  told  more  but  I  don't  think  of  just  what  they  were. 

Q.  *'  There  is  a  summons  out  for  me  and  I  am  keeping  shady  ?  " — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  all?— A.  That  is  about  all. 

Q.  That  was  about  all ;  now  was  there  no  more  conversation? — A.  I  won't  swear 
to  anything  like  that ;  he  may  have  said  more. 

Q.  That  in  all  you  would  swear  to  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  him  ? — A.  I  can't  swear  to  that  either. 

Q.  Can't  swear  to  any  words  ?— A.  No,  I  can't. 

Q.  And  you  have  kept  that  in  your  memory  ever  since  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  these  are  the  exact  words,  you  will  swear  to  it  7— A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  what  way  do  you  say  you  were  intimate  with  him  before  he  left? — A. 
Oh,  well,  merely  to  walk  up  with  him  from  dinner. 

Q.  You  didn't  room  with  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  had  walked  up  with  him  from  dinner  often  ? — ^A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  all?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  No  other  intimacy  between  you  ? — A.  No  more. 
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Q.  Belonged  to  no  society  together  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  relation  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Your  occupation  in  the  shop  was  entirely  different  ? — ^A.  No,  not  entirely 
different. 

Q.  What  was  youi*8  ?<s-A.  At  the  time  and  now  I  was  running  a  machine. 

Q.  At  th^time  ? — A.  I  was  running  a  machine  in  the  same  shop. 

Q.  The  same  machine  ? — A.  No,  a  different  machine. 

Q.  And  in  the  same  shop  ? — A.  In  the  same  shop. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  working  with  him  in  Thompson's  in  any  way  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  he  called  you  in  and  made  that  statement  and  that  is  all  you  say  was 
said  ?     A.  Yes 

Q.  Who  did  you  tell  that  to  ?— A.  Who  did  I  tell  that  to  ? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  In  fact  I  told  it  to  Mr.  Kidd. 

Q.  Who  is  Kidd  ? — A.  Well,  he  was  here  not  long  ago,  yesterday. 

Q.  You  mean  Kidd  in  town  ? — A.  No,  in  Toronto. 

Q.  Kidd,  the  witness  in  Toronto  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  tell  it  to  him? — ^A.  Well,  I  am  not  sure  when  I  told  it  to  him; 
I  can't  say  the  date. 

Q.  You  can't?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  remember? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  it  to  anybody  else  ? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  To  whom  did  you  tell  it? — A.  I  can't  tell  you  that,  either. 

Q.  When  did  you  know  you  were  to  come  here? — ^A.  Yesterday  afternoon. 

Q.  Did  you  ask  to  come  ? — A.  No.  • 

Q.  And  how  did  you  find  out? — A.  The  manager  in  the  shop  got  a  telegram. 

Q.  Prom  Mr.  Todd,  or  do  you  know  ? — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ?  Was  the  telegram  to  you  ? — A.  No;  the  manager  had  a 
telegram. 

Q.  It  was  not  handed  to  you  ? — A.  Mr.  Todd's  name  was  on  it. 

Q.  And  then  you  came  down  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  who  did  you  see? — ^A.  In  this  ci^  ? 

Q.  In  reference  to  this  committee? — A.  I  don't  know  which  of  the  gentlemen  I 
saw  when  I  came  into  the  House  here. 

Q.  I  mean  who  did  you  go  over  your  evidence  with  ? — A.  Since  I  came  to  the 
city? 

Q.  Yes?— A.  Nobody. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Borden? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Powell? — A.  No;  only  passing  in  the  hall. 

Q.  Did  anybody  talk  to  you  with  reference  to  it  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q,  You  have  had  no  conversation  till  you  came  into  this  room? — A.  I  was  talk- 
ing about  the  case,  but  I  didn't  gave  any  particulars  about  what  I  was  going  to  say 
or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Q.  Who  were  you  talking  with  ? — A.  Mr.  Cnmmings. 

Q.  Any  one  else? — A.  We  met  at  the  hotel  and  walked  up  here. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  What  Mr.  Gummings  ? — A.  The  gentleman  behind  you. 
Q.  The  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  I  do  not  know  what  he  is. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 
Q.  Is  that  the  gentleman  over  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Now  we  have  done  with  the  first  conversation.      When  was  the  second  ? — 
A.  A* night  or  so  after;  I  would  not  say  when  it  was. 
Q.  When  was  it? — A.  I  just  told  you. 
Q.  Tell  me  again  ?— A.  I  am  not  sure,  T  cannot  tell  you  wilhin  a  night  or  two. 
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Q.  Within  a  night  or  two  ? — A.  That  is  all  I  oan  tell  you. 

Q.  Within  a  night  or  so,  where? — A.  In  Toronto. 

Q.  Locate  it  in  Toronto  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  yon  the  street,  we  went  for  a  walk, 
bat  I  cannot  tell  the  street.     We  was  on  several. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  the  next  eonyersation  after  the  one  you  had  at  noon  with 
bim  in  his  room? — A.  That  is  what  I  am  trying  to  tell  you, 

Q.  It  was  a  night  or  two  after.  He  and  you  had  gone  out  and  where  was  it  ? — 
A.  I  cannot  tell  you  where  it  was,  it  was  on  the  street.    I  told  you  that  before. 

Q.  How  did  you  meet  him  ? — A.  I  called  for  him. 

Q.  Where?— A.  At  the  house. 

Q.  At  his  boarding-house  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  went  for  a  walk? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  sure  it  was  the  same  night  ? — A.  Yes  it  was  the  same  night 
I  called  for  hira  I  had  the  conversation. 

Q.  Why  did  you  say  it  was  a  night  or  two  after  ? — A.  It  was  the  night  we  had 
the  Gonveraation. 

Q.  That  was  the  same  night  you  had  the  conversation  in  the  day  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  bad  had  a  conversation  at  noon  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Why  did  you  tell  me  a  minute  or  to  ago  it  was  a  night  or  two  after  but  you 
would  not  say  which  ? — A.  He  just  got  me  mixed  up  a  little. 

Q.  You  were  mixed  up  a  little.  If  you  wanted  to  tell  the  truth  would  you  be 
mixed  up? — A.  A  person  might  make  a  miBtake. 

Q.  And  you  did  make  a  mistake  although  trying  to  tell  the  truth  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  made  a  mistake  that  way  that  you  told  Mr.  Borden  you  were  to 
call  that  night  and  did  call  that  night  and  you  told  me  it  was  a  night  or  two  after  ? 
— A.  I  jnst  told  you  I  cannot  tell  as  to  the  hoar  or  that. 

Q.  You  didn't  say  the  hour  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  meant. 

Q.  When  was  this  conversation? — A.  The  first  was  that  night.  He  told  me 
that  night  he  had  voted  22  times.    That  is  all  I  have  to  say. 

Q.  You  will  have  to  say  a  good  deal  more  before  you  are  through  that  is  all, 
unless  you  are  mulish  and  won  t.    You  started  for  a  walk  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  his  own  boarding  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Which  was  414  Church  street? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  And  you  went  somewhere ;  where  did  you  go  ? — ^A.  We  went  around  the 
city  for  a  walk. 

Q.  Where? — A.  I  cannot  say  where,  a  number  of  places. 

Mr.  Borden  objected  that  it  was  not  competent  for  counsel  to  ask  the  witness 
the  same  question  five  or  six  times  over. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  I  was  asking  you  about  the  second  eonyersation  and  I  asked  you  where  you 
were  going  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Wnere  ? — A.  We  went  for  a  walk.  We  was  on  a  number  of  streets  that 
night. 

Q.  Tell  me  where  you  went? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  where  we  went. 

Q.  Now,  what  did  you  say  in  the  conversation  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  say  anything — I 
had  nothing  to  say. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  say  in  this  walk  that  you  had? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  to  say,  and  what  did  he  say? — A.  He  told  me  he  was  in  a  bad  fix  of 
coarse. 

Q.  I  would  like  if  you  would  give  me  his  words  as  near  as  you  can  ? — ^A.  I  am 
doing  so,  he  said  he  voted  22  times  in  the  one  day. 

Q.  Give  me  his  exact  words  as  near  as  you  can  ? — A»  He  told  me  he  voted  22 
times  in  the  one  day. 

Q.  Yes?— A.  That  is  all  he  told  me,  of  course  the  other  little  things  that  we 
we  talked  about — 

Q.  I  am  asking  for  them  f— A.  I  do  not  know,  I  forget. 
2—26 
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Q.  All  you  can  remember  is  that  ho  said  he  voted  22  tiroes  in  one  day? — A. 
That  lb  the  principal  point,  and  that  is  the  reason  I  remember  it. 

Q.  That  is  the  reason  you  remember  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yoQ  remember  nothing  else? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  there  is  no  need  of  my  wasting  the  time  of  this  committee  which  Is  valu- 
able and  especially  the  time  of  these  men  at  the  end,  that  is  all  you  can  remember  ? 
—A.  That  is  all  I  can  remember.    That  is  all  I  can  swear  to. 

Q.  No  matter  how  I  ask  you  you  would  not  know  ? — A.  No  really  I  can  not. 

Q.  Can  not  say  anything  else  but  he  voted  22  times  in  one  day  ? — A.  Yes,  that 
is  what  he  said. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  ?— A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  he  said  ? — A.  That  is  all  I  can  remember  he  said. 

Q.  Now,  were  there  any  other  conversations,  we  have  got  the  two  ? — A.  He 
called  on  me  one  night  or  so  after  that  again.  It  might  have  been  the  next  night,  I 
won't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Called  on  you  where? — A.  At  my  boarding-house. 

Q.  And  where  is  that  ?— A.   120  Ann  street. 

Q.  And  what  took  place  then  ? — A.  We  went  for  a  walk  and  nothing.  He  didn't 
tell  me  anything  about  the  election. 

Q.  He  didn't  tell  you  anything.     Had  you  any  other  conversation  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  other.  So  that  the  two  conversations  are  all  you  said  about  the  elections? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  One  at  noon  in  his  house,  and  the  other  that  evening  on  a  walk? — A.  Hm, 
hm. 

Q.  You  had  a  third  conversation  but  nothing  was  said  about  the  elections? — 
A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Mils: 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  for  whom  he  voted  these  22  times  ? — A.  No,  he  didn't,  I  didn't 
ask  him. 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey: 

Q.  You  say  Farr  told  you  he  was  to  get  9500  before  he  went  away? — A.  Yes* 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  from  whom  ? — A.  No,  ho  didn't. 

Q.  Did  he  mention  Mr.  Smith's  name  in  connection  with  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember? — A.  No,  he  didn't. 

Q.  At  any  time? — A.  No,  no. 

By  Mr.  Eumll: 

Q.  Mr.  Ross,  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  anybody  here  about  your  evid- 
ence ?  Did  you  have  any  talk  with  anybody  before  you  came  here  ? — A.  Before  I 
came  to  the  city  ? 

Q.  Before  you  came  to  the  city  ?— A.  Yes,  I  told  Mr.  Kidd  what  Mr.  Farr 
told  mo. 

Q.  Who  began  the  conversation  between  you  and  Kidd,  you  or  he  ? — A,  I  don't 
know  I'm  sure. 

Q.  Try  and  think  ? — A.  We  just  met  on  the  street. 

Q.  You  just  met  on  the  street  and  one  or  other  of  you  opened  up  a  conversa- 
tion about  what  you  know  of  this  case  ? — A.  Yes,  he  had  a  newspaper,  in  his  hand 
and  that  is  what  caused  it. 

Q.  Ho  had  anewspaper  in  his  hand  and  you  didn't  see  what  was  in  the  newspaper 
I  suppose  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  would  infer  it  was  he  who  started  the  conversation  ? — A.  Likely 
it  was. 

Q.  He  began  the  conversation  with  you  about  the  matter  that  you  supposed 
in  the  newspaper.    You  didn't  see  the  newspaper  ? — ^A.  No. 
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(j.  And  he  began  a  conversation  with  yon  about  this  case  ? — A.  Most  likely,  it 
might  have  been  roe,  I  would  not  s^y. 

Q.  Had  he  been  here  then  ? — A.  No,  it  was  before  he  came  here. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — ^A.  It  might  have  been — I  think  it  was  a  week  ago  last  Tues- 
day as  near  as  I  can  tell.  I  know  the  shop  was  closed  down  for  a  day  and  that  is 
bow  I  remember. 

Q.  Tou  cannot  recollect  anything  that  he  said  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Yon  know  what  you  said  to  him  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  have  sworn  to. 

Q.  What  you  said  to  him  was  what  you  have  said  here  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  whole  of  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  about  the  9500  business?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  him  anything  about  this? — ^A.  At  least  I  dont'  think  I  did. 

Q.  I>id  you  tell  him  anything  about  the  22  votes  which  Farr  said  he  had 
voted?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  else  did  you  tell  him  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  your  oonveiTjation  with  him? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember 
it  at  all. 

Q.  It  occurred  how  long  ago  you  say? — A.  A  week  ago  last  Tuesday. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  recollect  your  conversation  with  him? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  ci^nnot  recollect  the  terms  of  your  conversation  with  him.  Of  course 
the  fact  of  your  conversation,  nobody  was  questioning  that  but  you  cannot  recollect 
jour  conversation  with  him  which  took  place  a  week  ago  last  Tuesday?  But  you 
can  recall  perfectly  the  conversation  you  had  with  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  many  months  ago  ? — A.  Last  July. 

Q.  That  you  talked  with  Mr.  Farr  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Last  July  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well  you  can't  tell  anything  Mr.  Kidd  said  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  can't  recall  one  single  word  Mr.  Kidd  said  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  strange  that  you  can't  remember  one  word  Mr. 
Kidd  said  to  you  and  everything  Mr.  Farr  said  ? 

Mr.  Powell  objected. 

Q.  Mr.  Soss,  you  remember  a  great  deal  of  the  conversation  that  you  had  with 
Farr,  don't  you  ?— A.  Well,  I  told  you  all. 

Q.  Tell  us  then,  haven't  you  given  the  substance  of  the  whole  of  the  conversa- 
tioD  with  Farr  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Haven't  yon  given  us  the  whole  of  his  conversations  ? — ^A.  All  the  points. 

Q.  And  the  gist  of  everything  Farr  said  you  have  given  us  to-day  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  then  told  to  us  the  whole  substance  of  the  conversations  you  had 
with  Farr?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  ago^it  was  in  July  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  a  conversation  only  a  week  ago  last  Tuesday  with  Mr.  Kidd 
and  don't  remember  a  word  Mr.  Kidd  said ;  isn't  that  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  I  would  like  you  really  to  search  your  memory  about  what  Mr.  Kidd 
said  to  you  ? — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  You  cannot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  won't;  you  dont  mean  yc 

Q.  Will   you  not  make  an  effort  to  r 
never  thought  of  it  again. 

Q.  Never  thought  of  it  again? — A.  N< 

Q.  He  was  talking  to  you  about  this  € 

Q.  And  he  was  talking  to  you  about 
it?- A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  can  remember  what  you  saic 
about 

Q.  And  your  memory  is  pratically  a 
Kidd  which  took  place  Tuesday  before  las 

By  Mr.  Mclnemey  ; 
Q.  Did  you  regard  what  Kidd  said  to 
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By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q,  Your  conversation  with  Mr.  Kidd  was  casaal,  on  the  street  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  it  last  long  ?— A.  Ko. 

Q.  Were  you  going  the  same  direction  ? — A.  No,  he  was  sitting  on  one  of  the 
door  steps  of  the  factory  and  I  stopped  a  moment. 

Q.  And  yon  stopped  a  moment? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  recollect  the  conversation  was  about  the  Farr  investigation  ? — A. 
Yes,  but  I  don't  remember  the  words. 

Q.  It  didn't  impress  itself  on  your  memory,  as  it  was  a  mere  casual  conversa- 
tion ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  told  us  that  Mr.  Farr  mentioned  to  you  he  expected  to  get  S500  and 
had  bought  a  railway  ticket;  did  that  occur  in  the  convei^satiou  at  noon  when  you 
were  passing 

Mr.  Britton  objected  that  the  witness  had  already  been  examined  and  cross- 
examined  about  this. 

The  Chairman. — There  is  only  half  of  the  question  put  yet. 

Q.  — or  at  the  conversation  in  the  evening  when  you  called  and  went  for  a 
walk  ? — A.  I  think  one  part  of  it  was  at  noon,  I  think  he  told  me  he  had  the  ticket. 

Mr.  Britton  renewed  his  objection  and  asked  for  a  ruling. 

After  argument. 

The  Chairman. — I  am  not  in  a  position  to  rule  on  this,  because  I  was  away  part 
of  the  time  of  this  examination,  and  in  a  case  of  doubt  I  allow  the  question. 

The  previous  questions  and  answer  were  read  and  the  witness  added  to  his 
answer  these  words : — He  told  me  this,  but  1  am  not  positive  whether  it  was  at  noon 
or  night  you  bee,  but  he  told  me  that  in  either  one  of  the  conversations. 

Q.  Either  one  or  other  of  the  conversations  ?■— A.  I  am  not  swearing  to  which 
it  was  but  he  told  me  that  at  any  rate. 

Q.  Now,  you  told  me  in  your  direct  examination  that  on  one  of  these  occasions 
he  said  to  you  that  it  was  the  same  as  if  he  was  in  jail,  or  something  to  that  effect, 
and  you  didn't  repeat  that  when  Mr.  Britton  asked  you  about  these  two  conversa- 
tions; I  want  to  know  if  he  did  say  that  to  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  did  say  that  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Your  not  mentioning  it  to  Mr.  Britton  was  from  inadvertance,  because  it 
didn't  occur  to  you  at  the  time;  you  do  recollect  he  said  that  to  you? — A.  Yes,  he 
said  that. 

Q.  You  were  talking  to  Mr.  Donald  Cummings  about  this?— A.  Oh,  I  didn't. 
He  just  camo  up  and  showed  me  where  to  go. 

Q.  He  was  not  talking  to  you  about  your  evidence? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  are  staying  at  the  same  hotel? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  a  word  of  conversation  with  me  before  you  went  on  the 
witness  stand  to-day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  never  spoke  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  this  gentleman,  who  has  been  taking  an  active  part,  Mr.  Powell,  did 
he  have  any  conversation  with  you  before  you  went  on  the  witness  stand  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  Mi\  Eoss,  you  told  us  that  Farr  had  been  drinking  to  some  extent? — 
A.  Yes,  he  had. 

Q.  Did  you  mean  to  refer  to  both  the  conversations  you  had  with  him  or  only 
one? — A.  Well,  I  can't  say  about  the  first. 

Q.  You  can't  say  whether  he  was  drinking  at  noon? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  in  the  evening  he  had  been  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  not  drunk?— A.  No. 

Q.  Had  he  been  drinking  so  he  did  not  understand  what  he  was  talking  about  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Perfectly  able  to  take  care  of  himself? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  did  you  know  he  was  drinking,  by  the  odour  of  the  liquor? — 
A.  Yes. 
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By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  I  didn't  anderstand  about  Farr  saying  he  was  the  same  as  in  jail  ? — A.  Well, 
when  I  went  in  the  room  he  said  **  Harry,"  he  says,  "  this  is  as  bad  as  being  in  jail," 
or  something  of  that  sort, 

Q.  He  said  '*  Harry,  this  is  as  bad  as  being  in  jail"  or  something  of  that  sort? 
— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is,  you  won't  undertake  to  say  what  his  words  were  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  won't  undertake  to  say  the  exact  words  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 
Q.  Something  to  that  effect  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  How  do  you  explain,  Mr.  Ross,  that  when  I  was  trying  to  be  so  careful  about 
the  questions  that  you  didn't  remember  these  things,  when  answering  to  me  of  what 
took  place  between  you  and  Sir.  Farr? — A.  Well,  you  put  them  in  a  different  way. 
Yon  tried  to  get  me  mixed  up,  I  suppose. 

Q.  That  is  not  correct.  I  didn't  try  to  get  you  mixed  up.  I  am  asking  you 
again  now,  how  do  you  explain  that  altbougn  I  asked  you  particularly  as  to  the 
conversation  that  you  didn't  tell  that  to  me? — A.  Did  you  ask  me  the  same? 
^^^Q.  What  do  you  say?  Why  didn't  you  tell  me  that  when  I  asked  you  to  give 
me  all  that  took  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  I  just  cannot  tell  you  now. 
'T^Q.  You  cannot  tell  why? — A.  No. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  now  when  the  conversution  took  place  between  you,  that  about 
the  votes,  that  he  voted  22  times  ? — A.  It  was  the  night  after  I  met  him  that  day  at 
noon. 

Q.  That  was  at  night  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  your  recollection  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  was  it  he  told  you  about  going  to  Dakota? — A.  It  was  that  night 
or  it  might  have  been  that  day  at  noon  he  told  me  that  about  the  ticket.  I  am  not 
sure.     Of  course  I  said  that  before. 

Q.  Well,  now,  you  are  saying  it  now? — A.  I  mean  to  say  it  was  in  the  evening 
or  noon  that  day. 

Q.  Do  you  now,  notwithstanding  the  examination,  say  that  all  that  took  place 
in  that  connection  between  you  and  Farr  took  place  on  either  one  of  the  two  occa- 
sions?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  his  room  at  the  noon  hour  or  in  the  walk  at  night? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Yes,  and  at  no  other  place  and  at  no  other  time? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  was  no  other  conversation  about  the  election  at  all  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  at  night  he  had  been  drinking? — A.  Yes,  he  had  been.  He  was  not 
drunk,  you  know. 

Q.  That  is  he  could  walk?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 
Q.  •*  He  was  na  fu'  but  just  had  plenty  "  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr  Britton : 

Q.  Would  you  say  ho  had  any  at  noon  ?— A.  I  cannot  say.  He  may  have  had. 
I  was  not  close  enough  to  him  to  tell. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  This  reference  he  made,  he  voted  22  times,  you  said  had  reference  to  that 
election  ? — A.  I  guess  the  Ontario  election. 

Q.  The  West  Huron  election  you  mean,  the  Goderich  election  ? — A.  Yes.  Any- 
way the  case  is  going  on  now. 
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Q.  It  was  with  referenoe  to  the  case  that  is  going  on  now  ? — A.  Hm,  hnu 

By  Mr.Bustell: 

Q.  How  many  conversations  did  yon  have  with  Mr.  Eidd? — A.  Mr.  £idd  is  in 
the  same  shop  as  i  was. 

Q.  About  this? — ^A.  None  at  all  only  he  woald  sometimes  come  np  and  ask  if  I 
saw  Farr  just  as  I  would  with  anybody  else.  f  U 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  besides  the  one  you  had  last  Tuesday  week  ? 
— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  letters  from  anybody  in  regard  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Within  the  last  fortnight  or  so? — ^A.  No,  I  never  got  any  letters  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Flint :       ' 
Q.  Did  you  write  any  letters  to  anybody  about  it? — A.  No. 

Witness  discharged. 


William  L.  Hoeton  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  Mr.  Horton,  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  a  statement  attributed  to  Mr. 
Farr  to  the  effect  that  he  came  down  town  and  Willy  Horton  took  him — ^he  came 
down  to  the  committee  room,  and  Horton  took  him  to  Craig*s  and  put  him  tbroagh 
his  facings  to  see  whether  be  could  do  the  job  or  not;  that  means  something  in 
reference  to  the  ballot  business;  is  that  statement  correct  or  not? — A.  That  is 
utterly  untrue. 

Q.  Well,  will  yon  tell  us  if  anything  did  take  place  with  reference  to  Mr.  Farr; 
your  name  is  William  Horton  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  belong  to  Gkxierioh  town  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  oflSce  do  you  hold  in  Groderich? — A.  Town  treasurer. 

Q.  Well,  now,  tell  us  what  did  take  place  between  you  and  Mr.  Farr,  if  anything 
did,  in  regard  to  his  position  as  deputy  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  The  converpatioDlI 
had  with  Mr.  Farr  previous  to  the  election — it  was  commonly  reported  around  town 
that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  or  was  drinking,  and  the  day  before  the 
election  I  intended  to 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  had  better  state  facts,  Mr.  Horton,  common  report  is  not  evidence.— 
A.  I  intended  to  go  up  and  ask  him  if  he  hadn't  better  allow  some  person  else 
to  act  as  deputy  returning  officer;  well,  he  lives  quite  a  long  way  up  the  street  and 
I  met  Dr.  Hunter  and  I  asked  him  if  he  would  go— he  was  driving  in  a  carriage,  he 
would  save  me  a  walk,  I  didn't  want  to  go  if  I  could  help — ^well  we  were  talking 
when  Mr.  Yates  came  along ;  Dr.  Hunter  had  a  call  and  I  asked  Yates  if  he  hadn't 
better  go  up  and  ask  him  if  it  waon't  better  for  him  not  to  act,  and  I  believe  Yates 
did 

ByMr.Bussell: 

Q.  Did  Yates  agree  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  present  with  Dr.  Hunter,  and  you  and  he  agreea  to  undertake  the 
mission  7 — A.  He  agreed  to  undertake  it. 

Q.  Well  there  is  another  statement  that  relates  to  you  which  was  made  by  Mr. 
Clark,  to  the  effect  that  either  you  called  Mr.  Farr  out  or  Mr.  Farr  called  you  oat,  I 
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don't  know  whioh,  1  guess  it  was  that  you  called  Mr.  Farr  out  of  the  polling  booth ; 
well  cau  you  tell  us  what  took  place  on  that  occasioQ  ? — A.  The  way  that  happened, 
I  was  around  the  town  and  some  boy  came  to  me  and  said  Farr  wished  to  see  me. 

Mr.  Borden  objected. 

Q.  You  got  a  message  from  Farr? — A.  I  went  up  to  the  polling  booth  and 
called  Farr  out  and  asked  what  he  wanted ;  he  asked  '^  can't  you  get  me  some 
whisky  ?  "  I  said  I  would  try  and  walked  off. 

Q.  And  he  didn't  get  the  whisky  7 — A.  Didn't  get  whisky  from  me,  whether  he 
got  any  I  don't  know. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  occasion? — A.  Yea. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  occasion  to  which  this  reference  can  refer  7 — A.  As  faras 
I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  You  didn't  go  back  with  the  whisky  or  do  anything  further  in  pursuance  of 
his  request  ? — A.  iNone  whatever. 

By  Mr,  Bbrden : 

Q.  Had  you  been  acquainted  with  Farr  before  this  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  For  how  many  yeai*s  ? — A.  Oh  I  I  could  not  say  that ;  I  was  acquainted ;  I 
have  known  the  man ;  I  was  never  familiar  with  him ;  I  would  not  like  to  say  how 
many  years;  I  was  never  very  well  ticquainted  with  him. 

Q.  You  are  town  treasurer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  held  that  position  ?— A.  I  think  since  1886. 

Q.  You  got  a  message  from  him  that  he  wanted  whisky  ? 

Mr.  Eusbell  objected. 

Q.  You  got  a  message? — A.  I  got  a  message  from  a  young  man  that  Farr 
wanted  to  see  me;  that  is  what  Farr  told  me  when  I  arrived. 

Q,  Had  you  any  business  relations  with  him? — A.  None  whatever, 

Q.  You  went  to  the  town  hall  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  inside  or  outside? — A.  Outside,  he  came  to  the  door. 

Q.  Did  you  know  what  the  business  was  ? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  getting  the  message? — A.  I  hadn't  the  slightest  idea 
what  he  wanted  and  I  had  no  business  transactions  with  him. 

Q.  Were  you  doing  any  work  on  election  day  ? — A.  Not  much. 

Q.  None  in  connection  with  the  elections? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  voted?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  a  Liberal  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  Liberal  worker  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  any  work  in  West  Huron  ? — A.  Not  more  than  usual.  I  was  working 
around  town. 

Q.  You  worked  in  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  not  election  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  ? — A.  I  was  walking  around  town. 

Q.  Walking  around  the  town,  for  your  health? — A.  I  think  principally,  yes. 

Q.  How  many  miles  did  you  walk  all  day? — A.  Oh,  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  When  did  you  begin  to  walk  ? — A.  I  came  up  town  the  usual  hour,  ten 
o'clock. 

Q.  And  began  to  walk  ? — A.  I  went  to  my  office. 

Q.  When  did  you  begin  to  walk  around  town  ? — A.  I  could  not  say,  I  was  walk- 
ing ai*onnd  otf  and  on ;  I  would  go  to  my  office  and  then  walk  round  the  square. 

Q.  You  would  go  to  your  office  then  walk  round  the  square  ? — A.  Go  in  there 
and  see  if  there  was  anything  to  do,  and  then  walk  around  the  square. 

Q.  You  didn't  speak  to  any  one  ?— A.  Except  in  a  general  way  to  wonder  how 
things  were  going. 

Q.  When  did  you  leave  off  walking? — A.  I  went  home  at  four. 

Q.  Did  you  walk  much  afterwards  ? — A.  Yes,  I  suppose  I  walked  around  the 
square  four  or  five  times  in  the  afternoon,  after  lunch. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  not  particularly  acquainted  with  Farr? — A.  No. 
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Q.  You  told  me  you  were  not  surprised  to  get  a  message  from  him  ? — A.  Well,  I 
don't  know  that  I  was  really  surprised. 

Q.  You  had  no  idea  what  it  was  for  ? — ^A.  Not  the  slightest. 

Q.  The  sole  thing  he  spoke  to  you  about  was  getting  whisky  ? — A.  No,  he  said 
he  was  veiy  dry  and  wanted  whisky. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  got  him  whisky  before  ? — A.  No,  never. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  at  his  request? — A.  Well,  knowing  his  condition  the 
day  before,  it  was  quite  natural  he  might  want  a  drink. 

Q.  Were  you  surprised  you  should  be  asked  to  get  whisky  for  him  ? — A.  Well, 
I  cannot  eay  that  I  was  sui*prised. 

Q.  You  never  got  any  spirituous  liquors  for  him  of  any  kind  before  ? — A.  None 
whatever. 

Q.  Now,  there  was  some  effort,  as  I  understand,  made  to  substitute  some  other 
returning  officer  for  him,  is  that  it  ? — A.  Well,  we  wished  him  to  resign  or  not  to 
act  that  day. 

Q.  Who  wished  him  to  resign  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  had  suggested  him? — A.  I  don't  know  as  anybody  had  suggested  it;  it 
was  currently  reported  on  the  town  Farr  had  been  drinking. 

Q.  I  don't  wish  that,  one  of  the  statements  of  current  rumoar  ;  I  want  to  know 
who  nominated  him  ? — A.  Oh,  I  could  not  say  anything  as  to  that,  I  have  never 
heard  it. 

Q.  None  whatever  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  acting  for  the  returning  officer  in  any  way  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  the  returning  officer  given  you  any  authority  to  try  to  get  him  to  resign 
his  position  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  hadn't  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  were  jast  acting  the  part  of  public  benefactor  ? — ^A.  For  the  good  of 
the  cause. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  when  this  idea  entered  into  your  mind  ? — A.  Oh,  I  think 
it  was  somewhere  in  the  afternoon  between  three  and  five. 

Q.  Between  three  and  five  of  what  day  ? — A.  The  day  before  the  election. 

Q.  How  long  do  you  say  he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you 
that ;  I  know  that  he  was  dismissed  from  his  position  the  week  previous  to  that  or 
two  weeks,  I  would  not  be  positive,  for  drink. 

Q.  And  on  this  particular  day  did  you  see  him  drunk  yourself? — A.  No,  bat  I 
saw  him. 

Q.  On  that  day  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  saw  he  had  been  driDking  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell,  he  had  been  drinking. 

Q.  Were  you  at  his  house  that  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  you  see  him  ? — A.  He  passed  me  on  the  street. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  occasion  ? — A.  That  was  the  only  occasion. 

Q.  And  you  say  Mr.  Yates  undertook  the  mission  of  going  ap  to  see  him  on  the 
subject? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  that? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you  what  time  Mr. 
Yates — it  was  about  five. 

Q.  When  you  met  him  ? — A.  Yes,  about  Q.y^. 

Q.  At  who^e  suggestion  did  Mr.  Yates  go? — A.  Well  possibly  on  mine  or  Br. 
Hunter's,  we  were  all  there  together. 

Q.  was  Dr.  Hunter  acting  for  the  returning  officer  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  whether  it  was  Dr.  Hunter's  suggestion  or  yourp  ? — A.  Oh,  it 
was  mine. 

Q.  Had  any  one  authorized  you  to  send  Yates  to  him  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  the  idea  that  Hunter  was  to  take  his  place  ? — A.  No,  I  had  no  idea. 

Q.  What  was  Yates  to  go  to  him  for? — A.  Simply  because  he  lived 

Q.  For  what  purpose  was  Yatos  to  go? — ^A.  For  the  purpose  of  telling  him  he 
had  better  not  act. 

Q.  For  the  purpose  of  getting  the  ballot  box  from  him  ? — A.  I  don't  know  any- 
thing about  that.    I  do  not  think  so.     He  didn't  mention  the  ballot  box  to  me. 

Q.  You  didn't  mention  it  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  If  yon  were  to  procure  him  not  to  act  you  understood  that  it  would  be 
neoeesary  for  some  one  to  supply  his  plaoe,  I  suppose  7 — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  Jjid  you  communicate  with  the  returning  officer  concerning  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  did  not?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  to  be  done  if  he  did  say  he  would  not  act  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  have  no  idea  on  the  subject? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Then  you  want  us  to  understand  you  were  to  procure  him  not  to  act  and 
took  no  further  interest  in  the  matter? — A.  That  was  all  E  had  to  do  with  it.    Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  understand  the  election  was  going  on  without  a  deputy  returning 
officer? — A.  I  suppose  Bomebody  could  be  very  easily  obtained. 

Q.  By  whom? — A.  By  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  on  the  subject?  —A.  No,  air. 

Q.  Was  there  any  other  deputy  returning  officer  whom  you  saw  in  reference  to 
it? — A.  No,  sir,  none. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  as  I  took  any 
part  any  more  than  Mr.  Smith  would  ask  me  about  certain  parties  or  about  getting 
speakei-s  or  the  best  place 

Q.  What  Mr.  Smith  ?— A.  Mr.  Alex.  Smith,  the  organizer. 

Q.  Did  he  have  his  headquarters  in  Goderich? — A.  I  suppose  so;  he  stopped 
at  the 

Q.  What  hotel?— A.  The  British  Exchange. 

Q.  Did  you  see  any  other  organizers  besides  Mr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  do  not  know 
whether  you  would  call  them  organizers  or  not. 

Q.  Call  them  anything  you  like? — A.  There  was  several  gentlemen  there. 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Mr.  Dan.  Ferguson  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  In  London,  I  believe. 

Q.  In  London.  Where  did  behave  his  headquarters? — A.  I  met  him  at  the 
British. 

Q.  Was  he  stopping  there,  do  you  know  ? — A.  He  was  stopping  there,  yes. 

Q.  And  Mr.  Smith  was  staying  there  ? — A.  Mr.  Smith  was  staying  there. 

Q.  What  was  Mr.  Ferguson's  business  in  the  riding,  do  you  know? — A.  I  do 
not  know,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  no  idea  ? — ^A.  No  more  than  that  I  suppose  he  was  organizing,  I 
suppose  that  was  what  he  was  doing. 

Q.  What  particular  part  of  the  organization  had  he  charge  of? — A.  The  only 
thing  he  ever  asked  me  about  was  with  reference  to  some  outsiders  who  voted  in 
Goderich. 

Q.  Some  men  who  lived  outside  the  county  ? — A.  Men  who  lived  outside  the 
county. 

Q.  Did  he  ever  discuss  returning  officers  with  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Lewis,  Mr.  Tom  Lewis  of  Lon- 
don ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  ? — A.  The  night  of  the  election  about  eight  o'clock  there 
was  a  gentleman  walked  into  the  British  and  I  asked  some  one  standing  by,  *'  who  is 
that "  and  he  said,  "  that  gentleman's  name  is  Lewis." 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  part  of  the  riding  he  was  organizing  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
don't. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  William  Milloy  ? — A.  Yes,  I  met  him. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Does  he  live  in  Goderich? — A.  I  don't  know,  no  he  don't  live  in  Goderich. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  where  he  lives? — A.  I  never  heard. 

Q.  Do  you  understand  he  was  from  outside  the  riding? — A.  No  I  could  not  say 
that,  he  may  probably  have  lived  in  the  riding  for  all  I  know. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  No,  I  was  merely  introduced 
to  him  in  the  British  Exchange. 

Q.  Who  introdnced  you? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  I  do  not  remember  now. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  was  Mr.  Smith  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  a  gentleman  of  the  name  of  John  O'Gorman? — A.  Not  O'Gor- 
man. 
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Q.  Gorman?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Toa  are  more  familiar  with  the  name  than  I  am.  Perhaps  as  you  knowhia 
name  so  well  yoa  know  his  residence? — A.  I  understood  ho  lived  in  London.  I  have 
heard  since  he  lives  in  Toronto  and  I  cannot  tell  which  place. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  bi*anoh  of  the  work  he  had  charge  of? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  him. 

Q.  Bid  you  have  any  convei*sation  with  him  ? — ^A.  No,  just  talking  off  and  on, 
sitting  around  having  a  smoke. 

Q.  About  election  mattera? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything,  probably  I  suppose 
we  were  talking  election  matters. 

Q.  It  didn't  impress  itself  on  you  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  as  much  as  this  inoiddnt  vou  told  us  of  ?—A.  What  incident 

Q.  Do  you  not  think  you  told  Air.  Eussell  ?— A.  I  didn't  tell  Mr.  Russell  any- 
thing more  about  Gorman. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  it  as  well  as  the  evidence  you  gave  Mr.  Russell  ? — A.  1 
didn't  give  any  evidence  to  Mr.  Russell. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean.    I  don't  quite  understand  you ;  are  you  aware  you  have 
been  giving  evidence  ? — A.  I  am  awaro  now  I  am  giving  evidence. 
*  Q.  Only  just  now  waking  to  that  fact? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  You  have  been  aware  of  it  for  some  time  ? — A.  Ever  since  I  came  in  here. 

Q.  I  ask  you  whether  or  not  you  remember  the  incident  of  your  conversation 
with  Mr.  Gorman  as  well  as  you  do  the  incident  of  your  convei-sation  with  Mr. 
Yates  ? — A.  Quite  as  well  I  think. 

Q.  Will  you  tell  me  what  your  conversation  with  Gorman  was? — A.  I  told  yon 
I  didn't  know  we  were  talking  about  anything  particularly,  because  there  was 
nothing  particular  came  up,  I  never  had  anything  to  do  with  Gorman,  we  often  had 
a  cigar  and  drink  and  talked  about  different  subjects. 

Q.  Where,  at  the  British  ? — A.  At  the  British,  at  different  hotels. 

Q.  At  Mr.  Craig's  ?— A.  At  Mr.  Craig's. 

Q.  Were  any  of  these  gentlemen  staying  at  Craig's  ?— A.  I  think  they  moved 
down  there  afterwards. 

Q.  After  what? — A.  I  think  they  stayed  for  some  time  at  the  British,  I  do  not 
know  how  long,  1  think  they  then  went  down  to  Mr.  Craig's. 

Q.  About  what  day  did  they  remove  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Were  they  at  Mr.  Craig's  at  the  time  of  the  election  day,  immediately 
previous  to  election  day  were  they  at  Mr.  Craig's? — A.  I  think  they  were,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Were  you  at  Mr.  Craig's  the  night  before  election  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  were  there  ? — A.  Well,  I  cannot  tell  you,  I  remember  going  down  there 
with  Mr.  Smith ;  I  do  not  remember  anybody  else. 

Q.  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  ? — A,  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  remain  ? — A.  Oh,  probably  an  hour. 

Q.  An  hour,  what  were  you  doing  ? — A.  We  were  having  a  smoke. 

Q.  Just  went  down  to  have  a  smoke  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  not  any  place  for  smoking  up  at  the  British  ? — A.  Well,  it  was 
quieter  down  at  the  other. 

Q.  Quieter,  you  had  a  quieter  room  to  yourselves  there  I  suppose  ? — A.  No,  it 
was  a  public  room,  any  one  might  walk  in. 

Q.  Who  else  were  there  ? — A.  Oh,  I  don't  know,  I  cannot  remember  now,  others 
may  have  dropped  in. 

Q.  If  it  was  a  public  room  at  Craig's  how  does  it  happen  it  was  so  much  quieter 
than  the  British  ? — A.  Well,  because  it  is  quite  a  distance  off  his  bar,  at  the  British 
the  drinking  rooms  are  right  adjoining.     This  is  down  the  hall. 

Q.  And  you  wanted  to  get  as  far  away  fr(»m  the  drinking  room  as  possible  ? — ^A. 
As  far  away  from  the  public. 

Q.  As  far  away  from  the  drinking  room  and  from  the  public  as  possible  T 
Where  did  Farr  live  at  this  time?  I  mean  what  part  of  Goderich  ? — A.  He  lived 
in  the  eastern  part,  up  near  the  depot,  I  think  on  Newgate  sti-eet. 

Q.  Had  you  ever  been  at  his  house  ? — A.  Never,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  never  been  at  his  house  ? — A.  No,  sir. 
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Q.  How  far  away  from  Craig's  did  he  live  ? — A.  Oh,  it  is  qaite  a  loDg  distance. 
When  I  say  a  long  distance,  half  a  mile  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Yates  ever  report  to  you  the  result  of  his  mission  to  Mi\  Farr  ? — A. 
I  do  not  remember  him  ever  speaking  to  me. 

Q.  I  didn't  ask  you  that.  I  ask^  you  if  he  ever  spoke  to  you  about  it? — A. 
Not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Will  you  say  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember.    I  do  not  know  if  I  saw  him  again. 

Q.  Did  Dr.  Hunter  speak  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Neither  one  of  them  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  So  you  remained  in  blissful  ignorance  until  next  day  whether  he  was  going 
to  act  or  not  ? — ^A.  Next  day  whether  he  was  going  to  act. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  communication  with  the  returning  officer  in  the  meantime  ? — 
A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Where  does  the  returning  officer  live  ? — ^A.  Is  that  Mr.  Sands  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  He  don't  live  in  the  town  at  ail.    He  lives  in  Colbot*ne. 

Q.  1  understand  that ;  how  far  away  is  it  ? — A.  It  is,  I  suppose,  two  miles  from 
the  centre  of  the  town. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Farr  in  Goderich  within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks  ? — A. 
No,  sir. 

Q.  You  haven't  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  anywhere  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  of  bis  being  in  Gk>derich  ? — A.  Haven't  heard  of  him. 

Q.  Nor  seen  him  ? — ^A.  I  haven't  seen  him. 

Q.  Have  you  beard  from  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  L.  E.  Dancy  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  he  in  Goderich  now  ?    Do  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  so. 

Q.  What  makes  you  think  so  ? — A.  I  live  right  across  from  him,  and  I  think  I 
would  know  if  he  was  living  there. 

Q.  How  long  since  you  have  seen  him  ? — A.  Probably  two  weeks. 

Q.  Have  you  heard  where  he  is  ? — A.  I  have  heard. 

Q.  Where  did  you  hear  he  was  ? — A.  I  heard  he  was  in  Detroit. 

Q,  Were  you  a  member  of  any  committee  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Not  a  member  of  any  committee  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  was  the  work  you  did,  in  the  election,  what  did  it  consist  of  ? — A.  Oh, 
I  don't  know,  probably  advising  Mr.  Smith,  any  little  local  thing,  as  I  told  you  before 
with  reference  to  spea^kers. 

Q.  Just  advising  him  ? — A.  That  is  all ;  being  an  old  settler  there,  he  asked  me 
about  different  things.    I  don't  know  whether  I  had  anything  particular  to  do. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  you  did  or  not  have  anything  particular  to  do  ? — A. 
I  do  not  think  I  had,  I  was  not  placed  at  anything  particular  to  do. 

Q.  Without  being  placed  had  you  anything  to  do  ?— A.  I  was  a  free  lance. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  as  a  free  lance  ? — A.  Advising  Mr.  Smith,  anything  he 
wished  to  know  I  would  tell  him  if  I  could. 

Q.  Well,  did  Mr.  Smith  see  you  in  Godrich  recently,  during  this  investigation, 
Mr.  Alexander  Smith  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Grant  come  to  see  you  ? — A.  Grant? 

Q.  Mr.  Grant,  yes,  from  Toronto? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  met  him  there  one  evening. 

Q.  He  did,  you  couldn't  recollect  that  at  first  ? — A.  Which  ? 

Q.  You  seemed  to  hesitate  at  first  ? — A.  There  is  a  Mr.  Grant  lives  up  there, 
that  I  am  very  familiar  with  and  I  didn't  know  if  you  meant  him. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  which  one  I  referred  to?  Do  you  know  what  Mr.  Grant's 
business  in  Goderich  was  ? — A.  I  suppose  something  in  reference  to  this. 

Q.  You  suppose  it  was? — A.  He  asked  me  if  I  knew  anything  about  it. 

Q.  About  what  ? — A.  In  reference  to  this  trial  that  is  going  on. 

Q.  In  reference  to  this  investigation  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  mean  in  reference  to  the  matters  which  are  being  investigated  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  And  you  told  him  what  you  have  told  us,  I  suppose  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I 
told  him  very  much,  I  don't  know  anything. 
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Q.  You  didn't  know  anything;  did  you  tell  him  what  you  told  us? — A.  Idonot 
think  I  did,  I  spoke  in  n  general  way. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  him  anything  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  what  our  conversation  was,  he  wished 
to  see  some  one  and  1  left. 

Q.  Whom  did  he  wish  to  see  ? — A.  I  think  he  wished  to  see  Mr.  McGillicaddy. 

Q.  He  wished  to  see  Mr.  McGilliouddy  and  you  left?  Do  you  mean  he  had  oo 
conversation  with  you  about  this  matter? — ^A.  None  no  more  than  he  asked  if  I 
knew  anything  about  it. 

Q.  And  you  told  him  you  didn't? — A.  I  didn't  know. 

Q.  Is  that  all  that  took  place  ? — A.  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  anything  else  that  took  place. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  J.  C.  Martin  of  Goderich? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  is  his  business? — A.  Well  he  is  a  retired  i^eutleman  now,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  see  him  at  Mr,  Craig's  during  the  election? — A.  I  do  not  think 
I  ever  did. 

Q.  You  do  not  think  you  ever  saw  him  there? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  part  he  was  taking  in  the  election? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  returning  officer  at  all  during  the  campaign  ? — A.  The 
returning  officer  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  I  don't  ever  remember  the  man,  I  very  seldom  ever  see  him. 

Q.  Did  you  communicate  with  him? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  By  letter  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember? — A.  I  don't  ever  remember  speaking  to  him. 

Q.  What  is  Mr.  Yates'  business ? — A.  At  that  time  or  now;  well  he  is  a  merch- 
ant, keeps  a  book  store. 

Q.  He  did  at  that  time?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  has  it  now  ? — A.  Yes,  he  still  carries  it  on. 

Q.  Well,  he  has  something  else  now? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  is  it? — A.  Division  court  clerk  I  think  they  call  it. 

Q.  You  say  Mr.  Grant  wanted  to  see  Mr.  McGillicuddy  and  you  left?— A. 
les. 

Q.  What  place  was  it  you  left? — A.  At  the  British. 

Q.  It  was  at  the  British  you  met  Grant  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  gone  there  to  see  him? — A.  No,  I  happened  to  be  standing  there 
when  the  bus  came  in  and  we  had  a  cigar  together. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  before? — A.  Yes,  I  met  him  before. 

Q.  When  did  you  meet  him  before?— A.  I  think  I  met  him  at  the  time  of  the 
Garrow  election,  I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  The  BeckGarrow  election? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  the  previous  December?— A,  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  vote  at  the  Beck-Garrow  election? — A.  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Powell  ; 

Q.  Do  you  know  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Allan  Murray? — A,  Allan  Murray 

Q.  Yes?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  having  any  conversation  with  him  about  the  time  of  the 
election  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Well,  I  will  be  more  particular;  do  you  recollect  previous  to  the  election 
having  a  conversation  with  him  respecting  William  Maodonald  and  Peter  Mac- 
donald  ?— A.  Yes,  I  do. 

Q.  You  know  William  Macdonald  ?— A.  Slightly. 

Q.  Peter? — A.  No,  I  don't  know  him  at  all. 

Q.  But  you  knew  of  him  ? — A.  I  knew  he  had  a  son. 

Q.  And  these  men  are  two  voters  in  that  ward  or  booth  ?— A.  Which  ward  ? 

Q.  Ward  3, 1  think?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Well,  in  some  city  ward? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  some  city  booth,  and  do  you  remember  what  booth  they  voted  at? — A.  I 
don't  know  what  booth  they  voted  at,  I  know  what  poll  they  should  vote  at. 
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Q.  And  you  were  anxious  these  two  men  should  vote  for  Holmes  ? — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

Q.  And  with  this  object  in  view  yon  had  a  talk  with  Murray? — A.  1  don't  know 
I  had  any  paricular  talk  with  Murray;  I  think  he  said  something  about  it  that  he 
should  get  them. 

Q.  Wei!,  don't  be  in  a  hurry,  think  it  up;  I  am  not  going  into  any  bargaining 
for  votes,  but  you  and  Murray  had  talked  about  getting  these  people  to  vote  for 
Holmes,  had  you  not? — A.  I  think  he  spoke  to  me  about  it. 

Q.  I  don't  care  who  spoke  first  or  last :  you  had  a  conversation  about  getting 
these  people  to  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  No  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  How  long  did  it  last? — A.  Not  over  three  minutes. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  Murray  again  after  this? — A.  Some  time  after  the  election. 

Q.  And  the  conversation  again  turned  on  Pater  and  William  Macdonald,  did  it 
not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  about  the  way  they  voted  ? — ^A.  About  the  way  they  voted. 

Q.  He  claimed  they  had  voted  for  Holmes,  did  he  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  claimed  tbey  didn't? — A.  I  did. 

Mr.  Britton  objected.   How  was  it  going  to  be  connected  with  this  election. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Horton,  in  this  subsequent  conversation  you  had  with  him  he 
claimed  that  these  two  men  had  voted  for  Holmes  and  you  claimed  they  didn't;  didn't 
you  tell  him,  Mr.  Horton,  in  that  conversation  subsequent  to  the  election  that  Billy 
Macdonald,  that  is  William,  did  not  vote  for  Holmes  and  that  you  could  prove  ho 
didn^t  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  I  might  have  told  him  that. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  him  that,  sir?— A.  I  probably  did 

Q.  And  if  you  did  tell  him  that  you  told  him  the  truth,  did  you  not? — A.  No,  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Didn't  you,  tell  him,  sir,  that  you  knew  he  hadn't  voted  for  Holmes  because 
you  had  his  ballot  in  your  ofl3ce  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  telling  him  that. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  didn't  you  tell  him? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  didn't? — A.  I  won't  swear  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  I  asked  if  you  didn't  tell  him? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  may  have. 

Q.  Don't  you  believe  you  did  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  my  raying  I  could  prove 
it,  I  might  have  said  in  fun  I  had  his  ballot. 

Q.  You  might  have  said  in  tun  you  had  his  ballot;  now,  sir,  as  a  matter  of  fact 
didn't  you  say  you  had  his  ballot? — A.  No,  sir,  I  don't  think  I  told  him  that. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  will,  because  I  didn't  have  it  and 
could  not  have  it;  I  might  have  made  a  bluff  at  him. 

Q.  Now,  let  us  see,  Mr.  Horton,  your  reason  for  swearing  you  had  not  his 
ballot  in  your  office;  that  is  what  I  understand  you  to  say? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  And  that  is  your  reason  for  swearing  ? — A.  If  1  had  his  ballot  I  don't  think 
I  would  have  told  him. 

Q.  You  swear  conclusively,  you  swear  positively  that  your  reasons  for  stating 
yoa  didn't  tell  him  you  had  his  ballot  in  your  office,  was  the  fact  that  you  hadn^ 
his  ballot  in  the  office;  is  that  so  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  me  a  minute  ago  you  could  swear  that  Billy  Macdonald 
didn't  vote  for  Holmes ;  you  told  me  that  ? — A.  I  don't  think  I  said  that. 

Q.  Didn't  you  tell  me  inside  of  five  minutes? — A.  I  said  I  might  have. 

Q.  Will  you  please  explain  to  me;  as  I  understand  you  could  not  prove  Billy 
did  not  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  Yes 

Q.  Now,  how  can  you  explain  that ;  you  might  have  told  him  you  could  have 
proved  the  contrary  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  tell  him  you  had  the  ballot  in  your  office,  and  your  reason 
forswearing  so  positively  to  that  is  you  hadn't  the  ballot  and  so  didn't  tell  him; 
the  reason  you  can  swear  positively  that  you  didn't  tell  him  you  had  the  ballot  in 
your  office  is  the  fact  that  you  hadn't  the  ballot  in  your  office? — A.  I  hadn't  the 
ballot.    • 

Q.  And  will  you  state  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  you  hadn't  the  proof  to  the 
contrary  that  Billy  Macdonald  hadn't  voted  for  Homes? — A.  Certainly,  I  hadn't 
the  proof. 
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Q.  And  will  yoa  agaio  swear  that  yoa  didn't  tell  him  that  yon  had  the  proof 
that  Billy  didn't  vote  for  Homes  ? — A.  I  oanoot  swear  that  becaase  I  hadn't. 

Q.  You  are  not  willing^lo  swear  to  me  yoa  didn't  tell  him  that  yoa  ooald  not 

Erove  that  Billy  voted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  swear  I  didn't  have  the  ballots ;  I  might 
ave  told  him  that  I  knew  that  Maodonald  hadn't  voted  for  Holmes. 

Q.  Yoa  might  have  told  him  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  might  yoa  have  told  him  yoa  could  prove  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  if  you  did,  it  was  not  trae? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  telling  a  falsehood  ? — A.  I  was. 

Q.  And  now  I  would  like  to  know  how  in  one  case  you  can  swear  positively 
and  in  another  yoa  can't  swear  positively,  when,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  it  was  not  trae 
in  either  case  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  neither  had  the  ballot  in  your  office  nor  proof  in  your  office  that  Billy 
had  not  voted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  had  neither. 

Q.  You  had  neither  ;  to  that  one  thing  you  can  swear  positively  ? — A.  I  can 
swear  both. 

Q.  We  know  you  can  swear  positively  to  both  these,  very  good ;  still  in  respect 
to  one  thing  you  didn't  tell  me  and  although  you  can  swear  positively  to  both  tnese 
things  as  I  understand  you,  Mr.  Horton,  you  swear  that  you  may  have  told  him 
that  you  had  the  proof? — A.  That  I  had  the  proof. 

Q.  Do  you  swear  that  you  didn't  tell  him  that  yoa  had  the  ballot? — A.  Yes,  I 
will  swear  that. 

Q.  And  then  you  give  me  as  your  reason  for  not  telling  him  that  you  had  the 
ballot,  was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  you  hadn't  the  'ballot? — A.  I  hadn't  the  ballot. 

Q.  Would  not  that  reason  apply  equally  to  the  other  and  enable  you  to  swear 
positively  to  it  ? — A.  It  might  possibly. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  explain  your  position? — A.  To  tell  you  the  honest 
truth,  I  can't  explain  it. 

Q.  "  To  tell  the  honest  truth  I  cannot  explain  it,"  now  to  come  back. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Eussell,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  not  what  the 
witness  said. 

Answer  read  to  the  witness  by  direction  of  the  chairman  as  follows  :  ''To  tell 
you  the  honest  trath  I  can't  explain  it." 

A.  I  cannot  explain  it. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  That  is  what  you  said  ? — A.  ''  I  do  not  know  how  to  explain  it,"  I  think 
that  is  what  I  said. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  had  you  any  farther  conversation  with  Mr.  Murray  ? — A.  None 
that  I  remember.  • 

Q.  Did  you  proceed  to  tell  Mr.  Murray  how  yoa  knew  that  Bill  Maodonald 
hadn't  voted  for  Holmes  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so,  I  don't  remember  anything  about  it. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  about  it? — A.  Nothing  more  than  what  he 
he  has  taken  down. 

Q.  Do  yon  Jsnow  who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  booth  where  these 
men  voted? — A.  No,  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  you  see  a  man  by  the  name  of  Vance  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Where  was  he  from  ? — ^A.  Toronto,  I  believe. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  election  had  he  charge  of? — ^A.  Well,  I  think  he  was  send- 
ing out  all  the  notices.    He  was  about  the  committee  room. 

Q.  Where  was  the  committee  room? — ^A.  On  Hamilton  street. 

Q.  Just  one  committee  room  for  the  whole  town  ? — A.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Q,  And  he  was  employed  there  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  in  the  committee  room? — A.  I  rented  the  committee 
rooms.  1  have  always  given  them  to  the  Liberal  party  and  I  used  to  go  down  to 
see  that  the  room  was  not  abused  or  anything.    I  woald  walk  in  and  walk  out  again. 
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Q.  Tou  wont  down  to  see  that  they  were  not  destroying  your  property,  was 
that  it?— A.  That  is  all  aboat  it. 

Q.  Did  you  find  they  were  using  it  pretty  well  ? — A.  As  well  as  most  com- 
mittee rooms  are  used. 

Q.  Where  did  this  oonvereation  with  Mr.  Murray  take  place  ? — A.  Eight  on 
the  street. 

Q.  In  the  town  of  Goderich? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you,  some  time  after  the  election. 

Q.  You  cannot  fix  it? — A.  No,  I  cannot  tell  you  the  date.    No,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  took  place,  what  was  said  ? — A.  Not  any  more  than 
what  I  have  already  said. 

Q.  Was  Dr.  Hunter  present  when  you  had  the  conversation  with  Mr  Yates  ? 
—A.  In  reference  to  what,  sir  ? 

Q.  The  one  you  told  me  about  you  know,  about  goinff  to  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  During  the  whole  conversation  ? — A.  I  think,  all  the  time,  I  think  we  all 
parted  together. 

Q.  And  did  Dr.  Hunter  go  with  Yates  ? — A.  No,  he  had  some  professional  call 
and  he  went  off  and  I  went  off  and  Yates  went  ofi". 

Q.  I  didn't  get  a  definite  answer  as  to  what  you  told  Yates  on  that  occasion  ? — 
A.  I  just  merely  asked  him  if  he  would  not  go  and  persuade  Farr  not  to  act,  that  I 
didn't  think  he  was  fit,  that  he  was  drinking. 

Q.  Was  that  all  ?— A.  That  was  all,  sir. 

Q.  The  whole  thing  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  that  passed  betf^een  you? — A.  That  is  all  that  passed 
between  us. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Just  another  question,  after  the  election  and  previous  to  your  second  con- 
versation with  Allan  Murray  had  you  been  informed  as  to  how  Billy  Maodonald  had 
voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  hadn't  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nor  as  to  how  Peter  had  voted  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Had  you  any  belief  on  the  subject  as  to  how  he  had  voted  ? — A.  None  what- 
ever, one  man  I  don't  know  at  all. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  take  any  action  founded  on  that  belief? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  about  that;  that  you  took  no  action  or  refused  to  take 
action  ? — ^A.  I  just  merely  judged  by  the  account  of  the  way  the  wai*d  went,  I 
didn't  think  he  voted. 

ByMr.PoweU: 

Q.  You  didn't  think  he  voted?— A.  I  didn't  think  he  voted  for  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  You  had  a  belief? — A.  I  just  merely  judged.  I  hadn't  any  reason  more 
than  the  way  the  ward  turned  out. 

Q.  Was  not  that  belief  so  strong  that  it  induced  yon  not  to  do  something  you 
had  promised  to  do  if  he  voted  ? — A.  Probably  it  did. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  really? — A.  I  think  it  did,  the  way  the  vote  turned  out. 

Q.  But  your  belief  at  that  particular  time  that  Bill  Macdonald  hadn't  voted  was 
sufficiently  strong  to  induce  you  to  break  your  promise  with  respect  to  something 
you  promised  to  do  if  he  did  vote  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  What  poll  was  it ;  what  number  was  it  that  these  Macdonalds  voted  at? — A. 
I  think  it  is  No.  5. 

Q.  Has  there  been  any  charge  of  any  irregularity  at  that  polling  place? — A. 
A.  None  that  I  have  heard  of,  sir. 

Digitized  by  V^jOO^  L^ 


416  PRIVILEGES  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 

Q.  And,  a8  a  matter  of  fact,  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  the  deputy 
retarning  officer  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Or  with  any  one  else  with  regard  to  the  ballots  put  in  at  this  place? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  And  did  yoa  have  any  of  these  ballots  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  look  at  any  of  tbem? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  there  any  way  in  which  you  could  have  told  how  anyone  voted  at  that 
subdivision  ? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Your  doing  so  then  must  have  been  bluff  on  your  part? — A.  A  good  deal  of 
bluff.    It's  a  game  we  have  to  play  sometimes. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  You  told  Mr.  Britton  it  was  No.  5  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  No.  5. 

Q.  You  told  me  you  had  no  idea  what  number  it  was? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't  say 
that.  You  spoke  fir^t  about  No.  3  if  they  voted  in  No.  3, 1  said  they  didn't  vote 
there. 

Q.  Didn't  I  ask  you  if  you  knew  the  booth  at  which  William  and  Peter  Mac- 
donald  voted  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  your  asking  if  I  thought  they  should  vote  at 
No.  6. 

Q.  Didn't  I  aek  you  if  you  knew  the  booth  at  which  William  and  Peter  Mac- 
donald  voted.  Didn't  I  ask  you  that  question  if  you  knew  the  booth  in  which  Peter 
and  William  Macdonald  voted  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  yorr  asking  that  question. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  you  were  asked  this  a  moment  ago  and  said  you  did  ? — A. 
Oh,  no,  I  didn'H.  You  made  a  remark  about  their  voting  in  No.  3  and  I  said  they 
didn't  vote  there. 

Q.  But  since  I  have  got  to  my  feet  on  this  present  occasion  I  asked  you  that 
question  and  you  said  yes,  did  you  not?  You  acknowledge  I  did  ask  you  that  ques- 
tion and  you  did  state  you  didn't  know.  Didn't  I  ask  you  sir,  in  the  course  of  this 
examination  since  you  have  taken  the  stand  didn't  I  ask  you  if  you  knew  the  booth 
in  which  these  Macdoualds  voted.  Didn't  I  ask  you  that? — A.  I  don't  remember 
your  putting  it  in  those  words. 

Q.  Didn't  you  say  in  reply  to  that  question  that  you  didn't  know  the  booth 
where  they  voted  ? — A.  I  said  I  knew  the  booth  they  should  vote  in. 

Q.  You  told  me  that?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  said  that  to  me  did  you  ? — ^A.  Yes,  that  is  what  I  said  to  you. 

Q.  When  I  first  examined  you,  or  this  time  ? — ^A.  When  you  first  examined  me. 

Q.  Did  I  ask  you  whether  you  knew  the  returning  officer  at  the  booth  where « 
they  voted,  and  you  said  you  didn't  ? — A.  I  said  I  didn't. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  say  you  had  a  belief  as  to  how  this  man  voted  which  was  sti-ong  enough 
to  induce  you  to  break  a  promise  ? — ^A.  I  did,  merely  on  the  way  the  vote  went  in 
the  ward. 

Q.  Don't  go  into  results ;  that  is  the  fact,  is  it  not? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  no  conversation  with  either  the  deputy  returning  officer  or 
either  of  the  scrutineers,  or  any  one  else,  on  the  subject  how  they  had  voted  ? — ^A. 
None  whatever,  sir. 

Q.  And  the  result  of  the  poll,  you  say,  was  the  only  ground  you  had  for  enter- 
taining the  belief  which  was  strong  enough  to  induce  you  to  break  your  promise? — 
A.  Break  my  promise. 

Q.  And  you  said  also  it  was  necessary  to  play  these  games  sometimes  ? — A.  I 
did  make  that  remark. 

Q.  What  kind  of  games  are  you  referring  to  ? — A.  Well,  I  might  say  poker. 

Q.  On  your  oath,  is  that  what  you  meant  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  meant  at  the 
time. 

Q.  When  you  made  the  statement  that  it  is  necessary  to  play  these  games,  in 
the  case  you  were  referring  to,  you  referred  to  poker  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  You  were  referring  to  poker  ? — A.  Yep 
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Q.  You  will  tell  this  oommittee  that  seriously  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  I  want  to  put  that  question  to  jou  again,  and  for  your  own  credit  I 
want  you  to  think  about  it.  Concerning  the  breaking  of  your  promise,  which  you 
have  referred  to,  you  said  it  was  necessary  to  play  these  games  sometimes,  and  you 
have  also  said,  on  your  oath,  that  in  using  that  expression  you  referred  to  the  game 
of  poker  ? — A.  I  did.  Just  at  that  present  moment  I  was  thinking  about  the  game 
of  poker,  and  nothing  else. 

Q.  What  had  the  game  of  poker  to  do  with  your  breaking  your  promise  to  this 
man  ? — A.  None  whatever,  only  I  was  asked  if  it  was  a  game  of  bluff,  and  I  said  yes* 

Witness  discharged. 


William  Mitchell  recalled. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  You  have  been  sworn,  Mr,  Mitchell  ?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  Mr.  Mitchell,  I  just  want  to  ask  you  if  you  know  how  Mr.  Farr  voted  at  the 
last  election  ? — A.  He  voted  for  Mr.  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Yon  saw  him  mark  the  ballot,  did  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  how  did  that  happen  ? — A.  Well,  it  occurred  just  as  I  got  through  ray 
own  voting  Farr  saw  me  and  called  me  back  and  said  "  I  want  you  to  see  how  I  am 
going  to  vote  for  Holmes,  they  have  got  it  all  over  town,  I  am  going  to  vote  for 
McLean  ",  and  he  marked  the  oallot  for  McLean. 

Q.  And  he  showed  you  that? — A.  Yes,  I  told  him  ''I  don't  want  to  see  how  you 
vote  "  but  he  insisted  on  showing  me. 

Q.  Did  you  believe  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  he  had  voted  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  I 
did  certainly. 

Q,  You  did  believe  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  he  put  a  ballot  in  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  for  the  reason  I  saw  him 
mark  a  ballot  and  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  to  see  whether  he  put  in  the  same  ballot  he  had  marked  ? 

A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Yon  saw  him  mark  it  and ?— A.  He  showed  that  to  me  and  put  it  in  the 

box. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  same  ballot  or  not? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  Now,  had  he  told  you  anything  about  this  before  ? — ^A.  Weil,  he  did  tell  me 
the  night  before. 

Q.  He  had  told  you  he  was  going  to  vote  ?— A.  For  McLean. 

Q.  The  night  before  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  asked  any  questions  ? — ^A.  No,  he  told  me  the  night  before. 

Q.  He  volunteered  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  suppose  he  knew  you  were  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  what  time  did  you  vote? — A.  I  voted  about  half-past  nine. 

Q.  He  showed  you  this  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  his  showing  you  the  ballot  was  entirely  voluntary  on  his  part  ?— A.  Yes, 
and  I  told  him  I  didn't  want  to  see  his  vote  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Brittan : 

Q.  When  he  told  you  the  night  before,  you  believe  him  of  course  ? — A.  Yes. 
2—27 
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Q.  That  he  was  going  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  the  next  day  yon  saw  him  mark  a  ballot  and  put  it  in ;  did  you 
believe  it  was  the  same  ballot  ? — A.  Eh  ? 

Q.  When  yon  saw  him  mark  a  ballot  and  pat  it  in  the  box  did  you  believe  it 
was  the  same  ballot  that  yon  saw  marked  for  McLean  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

ByMr.Miih: 

Q.  What  time  did  he  vote? — A.  Just  after  me. 

Q.  When  was  that  ? — A.  I  told  you  about  half-past  nine.  I  think  his  ballot 
would  be  the  next  vote  after  mine. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  And  at  the  time  you  didn't  watch  to  see  what  ballot  he  put  in  ? — A.  No,  I 
never  thought. 

Q.  Had  he  been  a  Liberal  or  a  Conservative  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  tell  you 
that. 

Q.  You  don't  know?— A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  He  was  appointed  by? — A.  Appointed  by  the  Liberals  this  time,  of  course. 

Q.  Previously  appointed  by  the  Conservatives? — A.  No,  he  acted  for  the 
municipality. 

Q.  Well,  the  municipal  council  was  Conservative  when  he  acted  for  the  council? 
— A.  I  don't  think  so,  the  first  time  there  was  a  Beform  majority. 

Q.  He  was  appointed  by  the  Conservative  majority  of  the  council?— A 
Since. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  But  you  say  that  fii*st  he  was  appointed  by  a  Beform  council  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Appointed  by  a  Beform  council  first  and  afterwards  by  Conservatives,  they 
continued  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  sort  of  permanent  returning  oificer  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  On  election  day  you  can  tell  whether  he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  I  could  not 
tell. 

Q.  Well,  any  time  ?— A.  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  What  time  was  it  you  saw  him  ? — ^A.  Between  eight  and  nine  I  saw  him. 

Q.  Anything  to  indicate  he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Mills  : 

Q.  Who  were  present  when  he  voted  ? — A.  Well,  the  scrutineers  would  be  there 
and  myself. 

Q.  Were  you  acting  as  scrutineer? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  how  were  you  present  when  he  voted  ? — ^A.  I  was  coming  up  from  vot- 
ing when  he  called  me  back  to  show  me  his  vote. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Jambs  Yatis  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Mr.  Yates,  the  statemeDt  has  been  made  here  and  attribated  to  Farr  that  yon 
were  up— I  had  better  read  it :  "That  Mr.  Yates  had  been  up  after  the  ballot  box 
the  metht  before  and  that  he  didn't  think  Farr  would  be  able  to  do  the  job  ;'*  I  sup- 
pose that  roeans  you  didn't  think  Farr  would  be  able  to  do  the  voting;  did  you  go  to 
see  Farr  about  election  day? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  what  purpose? — A.  I  went  for  the  purpose  of  trying  to  get  him  to 
resign  the  position  as  deputy  returning  officer  for  polling  subdivision  No.  3 
Goderich.  for  the  reason  that  I  done  so  was 

Mr.  Powell  objected. 

Q.  At  whose  suggestion  was  that  done? — A.  W.  L.  Horton  and  Dr.  Hunter. 

Q.  W.  L.  Horton  and  Dr.  Hunter?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  you  been  in  consultation  with  them  or  had  any  conversation  with 
them  then,  before  or  after,  on  this  subject? — A.  Only  just  that  one  time  before  I 
went  I  met  them  on  the  street  and  Dr.  Hunter  was  going  to  go  up  and  ho  hadn't 
time— he  was  going  to  see  a  patient  or  something — and  asked  me  to  go  and  I  said 
I  would,  and  I  went,  and  Mr.  Farr,  he  refused  to  resign. 

Q.  What  reason  did  you  give  Farr  for  wishing  him  to  resign? — ^A.  On  account 
of  him  being  drunk  at  the  time;  I  knew  he  had  been  drunk  and  was  drunk  then, 
and  I  thought  that  being  the  case,  if  he  would  not  sober  up  he  better  not  act  as 
deputy  returning  officer;  and  he  said  to  me  he  was  nobering  up  and  was  going  to 
keep  that  way,  to  keep  straight,  and  would  be  all  right. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  know  whether  he  had  sobered  up? — A.  No,  sir,  I  did 
not  of  course;  he  speaks  there  of  the  ballot  box,  I  didn't  soek  the  ballot  box  of  him 
di  rectly  or  indiroctly. 

Q.  That  is  not  right? — A.  No,  I  was  not  there  after  it;  I  didn't  ask  for  it  and 
if  he  wanted  to  give  it  to  me  I  would  not  have  taken  it  because  I  had  no  right  to 
take  it. 

Q.  So  far  as  you  know,  had  Farr  been  returning  officer  before  this  ? — A.  Yes, 
returning  officer  for  Goderich  for  five  or  six  years. 

Q.  They  have  annual  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  would  be  at  each  election  for  five  or  six  years  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Had  he  been  returning  officer  at  local  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  More  than  one? — A.  I  could  not  say  whether  more  than  one;  he  was  return- 
ing officer  at  local  elections;  he  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  plebiscite  vote. 
I  was  returning  officer  and  he  was  a  deputy  returning  officer;  I  appointed  all  the 
municipal  deputv  returning  officers  for  the  plebiscite  vote  and  he  was  one  of  them 
and  I  appointed  him. 

Q.  Ho  had  been  appointed  by  the  municipal  council  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  was  the  council  Conservative  or  Liberal  ? — A.  It  was  Conservative  in 
majority. 

Q.  A  Conservative  majority  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  is  by  vote  of  council  he  got  his  appointment? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  by  a  Conservative  vote  of  council  he  got  his  appointment  as  deputy 
returning  officer  for  the  municipality  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  bold  some  office? — A.  I  am  division  court  clerk,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  become  division  court  clerk  ? — A.  The  1st  of  May  this  year. 

Q.  You  also  hold  an  office  under  the  Dominion  Government  ? — A.  It  is  under 
the  local  government. 

Q.  Not  under  the  Dominion  ? — A.  Both  under  the  local  Grovernment. 

Q.  What  is  the  other  ? — A.  Fishery  inspector  and  diviMon  court  clerk.    I  got 
the  fishery  inspectorship  on  the  1st  of  April  and  on  the  1st  of  May  the  division 
court  clerkship. 
2— 27i 
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By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  Yoa  were  appointed  to  this  position  on  the  1st  of  May  ? — ^A.  I  think  on  the 
Ist  of  May. 

Q.  When  did  yon  become  an  applicant  for  it  ? — A.  About  ten  days  or  two  weeks 
before  I  received  the  appointment. 

Q.  Ten  davs  or  two  weeks  before  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  office  wan  not  vacant  at  the  time  of  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Who  held  it  then  ?— A.  Charles  Seager. 

Q.  The  police  magistrate  ? — A.  Yes ;  I  knew  nothing  about  its  being  vacant  till 
ten  days  or  two  weeks  before  I  got  it. 

Q.  You  went  to  Farr  at  whose  suggestion  ? — A.  W.  L.  Horton  and  Br.  Hunter. 

Q.  Did  you  undei*8tand  that  they  were  authorized  in  any  way  to  appoint  any 
one  in  his  place?— A.  Well,  they  were  not  authorized,  but  if  he  tendered  his  resi- 
gnation I  suppose  they  would  have  told. 

Q.  You  need  not  tell  that ;  they  were  not  authorized  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  as  to 
that. 

Q.  You  went  to  his  house  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  found  him  ?— A.  Ye8. 

Q.  Was  he  under  the  influence  of  Honor  ? — A.  Well,  he  was  not  very  bad. 

Q.  He  was  able  to  talk  to  you  ? — A.  Yea,  and  told  mo  he  was  sobering  up  him- 
self. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  under  the  influence  before  ?-^A.  Yes,  I  had. 

Q.  How  long  before  ? — A.  Three  or  four  days ;  he  lost  his  position  a  week  or 
ten  days  before  for  drink. 

Q.  Had  he  lost  his  position  before  or  after  he  was  appointed  deputy  returning 
officer  ? — A.  No,  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  Are  you  a  Liberal  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  know  who  nominated  Farr  as  deputy  returning  officer? — ^A.  I  don*t 
know  that,  sir. 

Q.  What  part  did  you  take  in  the  election  ? — A.  I  had  charge  of  the  Liberal 
committee  rooms  for  the  town  of  Goderich. 

Q.  For  the  county  ?— A.  No,  for  the  town  of  Goderioh;  I  did  more  than  ihaU 
I  had  lists  of  the  polling  divisions  made  out  for  more  polling  subdivisions  than  tho 
-town  of  Goderich. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  distribution  of  ballots  ? — ^A.  No,  sir, 
I  didn't.  All  the  ballots  I  seen  were  the  ballot  I  seen  and  marked  myself. 

^  You  saw  Mr.  Alexander  Smith  in  the  riding  ?^A.  Yes,  sir,  I  seen  Mr. 
Alexander  Smith. 

Q.  How  long  was  he  there  ? — A.  Probably  he  was  there  back  and  forth  for  a 
couple  of  weeks, 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Vance? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  particular  part  of  the  work  had  he  in  hand? — ^A.  Apparently  he  had 
some  outside  organization. 

Q.  Outside  what? — A.  Outside  the  town  of  Goderich. 

Q.  Who  had  the  inside,  who  attended  to  it  in  the  town  ? — ^A.  I  attended  to  the 
lists  in  the  town,  supplied  them  to  the  different  committees. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Mr.  Ferguson,  Mr.  John  Ferguson  of  London  ? — A.  I  seen  a 
gentleman  of  that  name. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  committee  room? — A.  I  did  see  him  in  the  oommittee  room. 

Q.  What  was  he  doing  ?-*A.  Nothing  that  I  could  see. 

Q.  What  part  of  the  work  had  he  charge  of? — ^A.  That  I  cannot  tell  yoa, 
except 

Q.  You  were  not  instructed  as  to  his  part  of  the  work? — ^A.  No,  I  was  not. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  go  to  these  hotels  and  meet  these  men  there  ? — A.  I 
did  meet  some  sometimes. 

Q.  Where  ? — ^A.  At  Craig's  hotel,  once  or  twice. 

Q.  What  were  you  doing  thei-e  ? — ^A.  I  went  there  to  see  Mr,  Ferguson. 
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Q.  What  about  ? — A.  To  fl^ve  a  list  of  two  or  three  names  that  was  outside 
which  I  wanted  him  to  send  for. 

Q.  That  is  all  yon  went  to  see  him  for  ? — A.  That  is  all  I  went  to  see  him  aboat. 
That  is  all  the  interoonrse  I  had  with  him. 

Q.  Where  does  he  live  ? — A.  I  don't  know  personally  where  he  lives ;  I  have 
heard  it  said  he  lives  in  London,  bat  I  don't  know,  except  from  heai-say. 

Q.  Did  yon  meet  Mr.  Thomas  Lewis  ? — A.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Ton  didn't  meet  him  ? — ^A.  I  seen  people  there;  I  didn't  meet  and  had  noth- 
ing to  s^  to  him  at  all. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  if  you  saw  him  or  not  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Who  told  you  to  go  to  Ferguson  about  this  matter  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  Mr. 
Smith.  He  said  if  I  had  any  names  to  hand  them  to  him,  voters  from  outside,  voters 
that  were  absent. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Mr.  Mi  Hoy  of  London  ? — A.  Mr.  Milloy,  I  seen  a  gentleman  of 
the  name,  of  Mr.  Milloy,  I  had  nothing  at  all  to  say  to  hinu 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  committee  room  ? — A.  I  think  I  did  see  him  in  the  committee 
room,  but  I  had  no  conversation  at  all  with  him  with  reference  to  anything. 

Q.  Mr.  Grorman  ?*-A.  I  don't  think  I  met  him. 

Q.  Ton  heard  of  a  gentleman  called  Nip  ?— A.  No,  I  never  met  him,  and  didn't 
know  anything  at  all  about  him.    I  happened  to  see  that  name  in  print  some  where. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  Captain  John  Sullivan  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't.  I  seen  him,  seen 
him  to  know  him  as  Captain  Sullivan,  on  the  street. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  during  that  election  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  Was  he  in  the  committee  room  also  ? — ^A.  1  don't  know  if  I  seen  him  in  the 
committee  room  or  not. 

Q.  Ton  had  no  business  with  him  ? — A.  I  had  no  business  with  him  at  all. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  part  Captain  Sullivan  took  in  the  election  ? — A.  No,  no 
more  than  that  I  knew  him  to  see  him  by  being  pointed  out  to  me. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  Farr  recently  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  havn't  seen  him  for  some 
length  of  time. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  in  Groderich  recently? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  His  wife  is  living  there  isn't  she? — A.  I  understand  she  Ls,I  only  know  from 
hearsay,  but  I  think  it  is  probable  she  is. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  vote  at  the  Beck  Grarrow  election  for  1897  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
cannot  tell  you,  I  do  not  remember  what  it  was. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  Mr.  Farr  is  now  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Q.  Have  you  any  idea  ? — A.  No,  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  him,  sir. 

Q.  Mr.  Grant,  did  he  come  to  see  you,  Mr.  Grant  of  Toronto  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I 
didn't  see  Mr.  Grant. 

Q.  What  polling  division  had  you  charge  of  on  election  day?— A.  Well,  I 
hadn't  charge  of  any  one  in  particular,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  a  general  oversight  over  all  ? — A.  Nothing  more  than  to  see  that 
the  voters  were  got  in. 

Q.  Were  you  at  polling  subdivision  No.  3  during  the  day  ? — A.  I  was  there  and 
voted  there. 

Q.  Was  Farr  there?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  «lid  with  the  counterfoil  of  your  ballot? — A.  No,  I 
didn't    I  noticed  I  gave  him  my  ballot  and  he  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't 
air. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Mr.  Yates,  had  you  in  your  committee  rooms  any  blank  ballots  for  the  pur- 
pose of  instructing  how  to  vote? — A.  Nothing  more  than  I  think  there  was  some 
of  the  large  placard  there,  there  may  have  been  some  stuck  on  the  wail,  I  cannot 
say  if  there  was  or  not. 
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Q.  I  am  speaking  aboat  loose  ballots  ? — A.  No,  there  never  was  a  loose  ballot 
paper  in  the  polling  subdivision  to  my  knowledge,  and  I  was  there  the  greater  part 
of  the  time.    I  never  seen  one  there. 

Q.  You  say  you  went  to  Craig's  hotel  to  see  Fergason  on  one  oooasion  ? — ^A.  I 
did,  sir. 

Q.  Didn't  you  go  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  may  have  gone  twice. 

Q.  What  was  the  second  occasion  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  what  day  of  the  week  the  election  was  on? — A.  Well,  I 
would  not  be  sure,  I  think  probnbly  it  whs  on  Tuesday;  I  would  not  swear  to  it. 

Q.  Well,  we  will  take  the  previous  Sunday  evening.  Didn't  you  go  to  Craig's 
hotel  to  see  Ferguson  the  previous  Sunday  evening  ? — ^A.  I  think  I  did,  sir.  I  weut 
to  give  him  the  name  of  a  gentleman  that  I  couldn't  find  in  time  to  give  him  any 
other  time.  It  had  to  go  away  the  first  thing  Monday  morning  and  I  simply  went 
and  handed  him  the  name  of  the  gentleman. 

Q.  That  was  shortly  after  church  was  out  in  the  evening? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  After  dark  ? — A.  Yes,  after  dark ;  I  made  no  bones  about  going  there.  I 
just  want  to  tell  ycu  the  thing  just  as  it  was,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Are  these  the  only  two  cases  that  you  went  to  the  hotel  ? — A.  I  think  so,  sir. 

Q.  During  thi  election? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  so? — A.  As  far  as  my  memory  goes,  twioo;  I  do  not  remember 
being  there  any  oftener. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Smith  tell  you  about  Fergugon  and  non-resident  voters? — ^A. 
That  was  all. 

Q.  What  was  all  ? — A.  The  only  thing  was  if  there  was  any  non-resident  names 
I  might  hand  their  names  to  him. 

Q.  To  Ferguson  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  was  looking  after  them  ? — A.  I  suppose  that  is  it. 

Q.  Had  you  any  conversation  with  Ferguson  about  the  method  by  which  ballots 
were  manipulated  sometimes  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  never  had. 

Q.  I  am  not  saying  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  instructions  7 — A.  No,  [  did  not. 

Q.  In  the  course  of  conversation  on  Sunday  evening  or  the  previous  evening 
did  not  you  and  Mr.  Ferguson  make  reference  to  methods  that  were  some  times  used 
to  tamper  with  ballots? — A.  Not  to  me. 

Q.  Not  to  you  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  to  any  person  in  your  presence?— A.  No. 

Q.  Was  any  one  present  ? — ^A.  When  I  was  there? 

Q.  Yes? — A.  On  Sunday  evening ? 

(i.  Yes? — A.  I  think  Dr.  Hunter  was  there;  I  won't  be  positive. 

Q.  Dr.  Hunter?— A.  I  think  Dr.  Hunter. 

Q.  Any  one  else  ? — A.  No,  not  that  I  remember. 

Q.  Was  any  reference  made  between  Hunter  and  Ferguson  on  the  part  of  either 
of  them  with  respect  to  ballots  ? — A.  No,  there  was  not,  sir. 

Q.  On  the  first  occasion  that  you  went  to  Craig's  hotel  to  see  Ferguson  who 
was   present  at  the  interview? — A.  There  was  no  person  at  all  that  I  remember  of. 

Q.  Except  you  and  Ferguson  ? — A.  Except  myself  and  Ferguson. 

The  Committee  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons, 

Saturday,  Aagust  6th,  1899. 

The  committco  met,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  chair. 

Inquiry  re  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  resumed. 


William  Lanb  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Mr.  Lane,  you  wore  election  clerk,  I  understand,  in  the  last  Dominion  con- 
test for  the  riding  of  West  Huron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  returning  officer  ? — A,  Mr.  Sands — Archibald  Sands. 

Q.  You  did  the  most  of  what  we  might  call  the  clerical  business,  did  you  not  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And,  as  I  understand  it,  you  sent  out  the  ballot  boxes  and  directions,  all 
ballot  papers  and  necessary  envelopes,  to  the  deputy  returning  officers  ? — A.  [  did 
not  do  that  alone. 

Q.  But  you  participated  in  the  work  ? — A.  Yes  ;*  I  did  it  in  conjunction  with  Mr. 
Sands. 

Q.  I  see;  the  two  of  you  were  working  together  at  the  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  keep  any  record  of  the  number  of  ballots  that  you  had  given  to  the 
different  deputy  returning  officers  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 

Q.  You  can't  say  thit  you  did ? — A.  No;  a  record  might  have  been  kept,  but  I 
would  not  swear  that  it  was. 

Mr.  Powell  asked  that  two  members  of  the  committee  should  accompany  the 
witness  to  another  room,  and  have  him  make  up  a  statement  of  the  number  of  bal- 
lots sent  out  and  the  number  returned  in  each  polling  subdivision. 

After  argument, 

The  Witness. — If  I  might  be  permitted  to  say  a  word  in  this  connection,  per- 
haps I  misunderstood — that  is,  I  understood  in  this  way:  Could  I  swear  to  the 
number  of  ballots  that  were  sent  out  to  each  deputy  returning  officer.  1  might,  if  I 
was  allowed  to,  explain  it  in  this  way:  In  conjunction  with  Mr.  Sands  I  took  the 
voters'  list  for  each  municipality  and  took  division  after  division,  and  Mr.  Sands 
would  say:  "How  many  voters  appear  on  the  list?"  for  a  certain  division;  I 
would  say:  "  122,"  for  instance.  Then  Mr.  Sands  would  say :  "  We  will  get  150 
ballots  for  that."  Then  I  would  go  to  the  next,  with  perhaps  135  voters.  Mr.  Sands 
would  say:  *'  150  would  do  there;  "  so  we  went  all  through  the  divisions  in  that 
way,  and  Mr.  Sands  and  I  decided  that.  Now,  Mr.  Sands  has  TOt  the  record,  that 
is,  he  took  it  from  mv  office,  where  we  made  up  the  number  of  ballots  we  decided 
on  to  get  for  each  polling  subdivision,  but  whether  the  exact  number  of  ballots  were 
printed 

Q.  I  am  not  going  into  that;  but  he  has  the  record.-^A.  He  brought  it  to  the 
printer. 

Q.  He  got  it  to  give  to  Mr.  McGillicuddy  ?— A.  Well,  I  understand.  What 
would  be  done  bv  Mr.  Sands  with  it  I  could  not  be  certain. 

Q.  But  the  ballots  came  back  in  pads? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  on  the  bottom  was  the  division  and  number  of  ballots  ? — A.  I  would 
not  be  certain  about  the  division. 

Q.  The  number  of  ballots  ? — A.  That  was  done  on  the  back  of  each  pad  in 
pencil  mark. 
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Q.  There  was  somewhere  a  minute  in  penoil  in  relation  to  the  ballots  statiog 
where  they  were  for  and  the  qaantity  that  came  to  yon  from  the  printer? — ^A.  Yee, 
I  am  pretty  sare  there  was. 

Q.  And  that  particular  package  wont  to  the  particular  division, — ^tbat  is,  yoa 
believe— for  which  it  was  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  we  might  have  made  a  slip,  bat  we 
packed  our  ballot  boxes  with  the  understanding  that  the  proper  package  went  to 
each  division. 

A.  And  you  didn't  make  a  recount  T — ^A.  I  made  a  recount  of  three  packages. 

Q.  Three  only?— A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.Rusiell: 

Q.  And  found  them  all  right?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  has  the  abstract? — A.  I  can't  say;  it  was  made  in  my  office.  Mr. 
Sands  made  it  in  pencil  mark  and  left  my  office  with  the  intention,  as  be  told  me, 
of  going  over  to  the  printer ;  I  have  not  seen  it  since. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  in  evidence  all  the  returns  from  the  different  subdivisions. 

Messrs.  Powell  and  Flint  were  named  to  accompany  the  witness  to  an  adjoining 
room  for  the  purpose  of  making  out  a  statement. 

Witness  Tnthdrew. 


William  Wahnook  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Tou  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  War  nock? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February  last?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  f ^A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  f — A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it? — A.  Bobert  Holmes. 

Q  Bobert  Holmes? — A.  Yes,  sir,— oh,  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  For  Bobert  McLean? — A.  Excuse  me,  for  Bobert  McLean  I  voted. 

Q.  There  are  two  Boberts? — ^A.  That  puzzled  me. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — ^A.  I  put  a  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — ^A.  Opposite  the  name  of  Bobert  McLean. 

Q.  Opposite  the  name  of  Bobert  McLean,  was  there  any  place  there  for  the  par- 
pose  ? — ^A.  There  was  a  place,  a  sphere. 

Q.  A  round  sphere  or  space  T— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  dicl  you  put  your  cross? — A.  Bight  in  the  sphere. 

By  Mr.  Bussell . 
Q.  It  was  not  a  sphere,  it  was  a  circle  to  be  correct  ? — ^A.  A  circle. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  In  the  circular  space  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  After  marking  }rour  ballot  paper  and  foldine  it  what  did  you  do  with  it?— 
A.  I  folded  it  and  gave  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received  from 
him  and  which  you  had  marked? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it,  or  did  you  pass  alonj^;  when  you  gave 
him  the  ballot  paper  did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — ^A.  i  was  partioalar  to 
watch  how  it  was  handlcfd  and  I  saw  him  put  it  in  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 
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Q.  Did  he  tear  anythiDg  off  it  ? — A.  He  tore  off  the  counterfoil. 
Q.  He  tore  off  the  coanterfoil  or  atub  ? — ^A.  Or  stub,  yes. 
Q.  What   did  he  do   with  it  ? — ^A.   I  can't   say  what  he  done  with  it,    I  was 
interested  to  see  that  my  ballot  went  in  and  I  watched  and  saw  it  go  in. 
Q.  Yon  believe  it  went  in  ?— A.  I  believe  it  went  in. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  You  see  how  easy  it  is  to  make  a  mistake  don*t  you  ?— (No  answer.) 

Q.  Do  you  know  by  this  time  it  is  pretty  easy  sometimes  to  make  a  mistake? — 
A.  I  know  that. 

Q.  You  made  a  mistake  when  you  commenced  to  give  your  evidence  ? — A.  Cer- 
tainly. 

Q.  Persons  sometimes  make  mistakes  as  to  how  they  vote.  They  think  they 
are  marking  for  one  man  and  mark  for  the  other  ? — A.    I  am   positive  how  I  voted. 

Q.  That  is  quite  possible  ? — ^A.  It  is  possible. 

Q.  Don't  you  think  you  might  have  made  a  mistake? — A.   I  am  satisfied  I  did 

DOt. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  didn't  mark  it  in  anv  particular  way  ? — A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  Do  you  think  you  could  tell  your  ballot  if  you  saw  it,  the  ballot  you  marked  ? 
—A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  You  think  you  could  not? — ^A.  I  likely  could  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  mark  the  cross  in  any  way  that  you  recollect  ? — A.  I  made  a 
good  even  cross. 

Q.  You  made  a  good  even  cross  in  the  cii*cle? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  the  circle,  you  made  a  good  even  cross  in  the  circle  opposite  whose  name  ? 
— A.  fiobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Does  that  look  like  the  ballot  that  you  had  ? — A.  I  do  not  think  there  was 
80  much  black  as  that  around  it,  no. 

Q.  Where  was  there  less  black  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that,  only 

Q.  You  say  you  don't  think  there  was  as  much  black  where  ? — A.  Well,  if  I 
remember  right  there  was  not  so  much  black  border  around  it. 

Q.  Not  BO  much  black  border  around  it,  do  you  mean  now  it  was  not  printed 
as  deep  black  or  the  border  was  not  as  wide  ? — ^A.  It  seems  to  me  the  botxler  on 
that  is  heavier  than  the  border  on  the  ballot  I  marked. 

Q.  Heavier  or  wider? — A.  More  of  it. 

Q.  Now,  here  are  two.  Do  you  mean  it  is  more  like  that  or  less  like  that  ?  Do 
you  think  the  border  is  as  wide  as  it  is  there  ? — A.  I  imagine  the  border  was  a  little 
lighter  coloured.    I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  was  the  same  size  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  the  same  size. 

Q.  Do  you  think  the  black  here  was  the  same  size  ? — A.  I  think  the  paper  was 
about  the  same. 

Q.  Now,  we  come  to  this  counterfoil.  Tell  me  how  the  ballot  was  as  compared 
with  that  ?    Was  it  exactly  like  that  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  can  see  it  was. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  counterfoil? — A.  This  stub. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  it  had  that  on  ? — ^A.  Yes,  just  such  a  stub  as  that. 

Q.  Just  such  a  stub  as  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  ballot  besides  what  you  see  there  when  you  ^ot 
it  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  anything  more  than  the  initials  of  the  deputy  returning 
officer. 

Q.  Where  were  they  ? — A.  On  the  back.  The  ballot  was  folded  about  an  inch 
wide ;  it  was  folded  I  remember  about  an  inch  wide. 

Q.  And  thev  were  on  the  back  of  the  ballot?— A.  His  initials  were  on  the  back 
of  the  ballot  as  far  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  Nothing  only  that.  Not  that 
I  can  remember,  nothing  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  any  figure  or  letter  or  anything? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  next  that  you  rememoer  about  the  ballot  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  too  thin 
to  suit  me.    I  felt  the  secrecy  of  the  ballot  was  given  away  by  this  ballot  being  too 
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thin  and  I  marked  with  a  pencil  of  my  own,  a  soft  pencil,  then  I  returned  it  aud 
seen  it  was  pat  in. 

Q.  Then  you  didn't  mark  it  with  the  pencil  that  was  in  the  booth? — A.  No,  I 
thought  it  was  too  hard  a  pencil,  and  it  was  thin  paper,  and  I  marked  it  with  a 
pencil  of  my  own. 

Q.  You  marked  it  with  a  pencil  of  your  own  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  fi*om  marking  with  a  pencil  of  your  own  I  suppose  you  could  tell  the 
ballot  if  you  saw  it  ? — A.  No,  I  could  not. 

Q.  It  was  a  soft  pencil? — A.  Yes,  soft,  it  would  give  a  good  black  mark. 

Q.  Different  from  the  one  in  the  booth  ? — A.  I  tried  the  one  in  the  booth. 

Q.  What  did  you  tiy  it  on? — A.  On  a  piece  of  paper  in  my  pocket  book,  and  it 
would  leave  quite  a  heavy  crease  in  the  paper. 

Q.  A  piece  of  paper,  not  a  ballot? — A.  No,  a  piece  of  fairly  good  writing  paper. 

Q.  And  as  it  did  not  work  to  suit  you  you  took  your  own  pensil  to  mark  the 
ballot? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  having  marked  it  handed  it  in  to  the  deputy  returning  officer?— 'A.  Yen. 

Q.  Mr.  Farr?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  were  suspicious  ? — A.  I  was  not  8uspici?us  of  him  at  all. 

Q.  I  thought  you  said  you  were? — A.  I  was  suspicious  well,  that  if  I  put  my 
mark  on  with  that  pencil  it  might  be  seen. 

Q.  I  am  dealing  with  the  ballot  now,  I  think  you  said  you  were  careful  to  watch 
where  it  went  ? — A.  Yes,  that  it  went  into 

Q.  Went  into  the  box.  Were  you  suspicious,  was  that  the  reason  you  were  so 
careful  ? — A.  I  was  not  exactly  suspicious  of  Farr  only  I  knew  he  could  see  it,  and 
well,  perhaps  I  might  put  it  that  way  that  I  was  a  little  suspicious  that  he  could 
know  that  I  voted  for  a  certain  party  if  I  marked  it  that  way. 

Q.  And  you  watched  closely  to  see  it  put  into  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  he  did  put  it  in  the  box?  -A.  Ho  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  it  that  he  tore  off? — A.  This  part  here.  It  was 
fdded  up;  he  told  me  to  fold  it  so  he  could  tear  it  off.  He  told  me  *•  Mr.  Warnock 
iold  that  so  I  can  tear  it  off." 

Q.  And  you  didn't  see  anything  on  the  counterfoil? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  always  had  a  reluctance  to  tell  how  you  voted? — A.  No,  I  told  every- 
body who  asked  me  how  I  voted. 

Q.  How  is  that  consistent  with  what  you  were  saying  about  marking? — ^A.  I 
don't  tell  everybody. 

Q.  But  you  said  you  did  ? — A.  I  told  everybody  that  asked  me,  that  was  your 
question. 

Q.  And  did  anybody  ask  you? — A.  Near  friends  hinted  as  much  as  who  I  voted 
for.    Not  more  than  two  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  Who  were  they? — A.  My  own  family. 

Q.  Is  that  all  ? — A.  That  is  all  that  I  remember  of  at  that  time.  I  might  have 
talked  of  it  to  others. 

Q.  When  since  the  election  did  you  mention  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  modi 
about  it,  and  I  may  have  told  one  or  two  others. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  one  else  you  told  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  anybody, 
I  had  no  fear  of  telling  any  one. 

Q.  It  is  not  a  question  of  fear;  I  am  testing  your  memory  a  little.  Didyoa 
ever  tell  anybody  eUe  about  it  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember  more  than  my  wife,  a  son 
of  mine  and  one  of  my  daughter.  I  told  her.  They  were  inquisitive,  in  a  sociable 
way. 

Q.  You  told  your  wife,  your  son,  and  your  daughter  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  That  is  all  you  can  remember  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  carefhl  thought,  all  that  you  can  remember  here  in  the  box,  wanting  to 
tell  all  you  can  about  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  You  cannot  remember  of  anybody  else.  Who  came  to  you  as  to  the  matter 
of  asking  you  how  vou  voted  ? — A.  No  one  came  to  me  unless  some  gentleman  at 
the  table  in  a  social  way. 

Q.  Didn't  you  make  a  declaration  ? — A.  I  made  a  declaration. 
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Q.  Did  you  make  a  declaration  before  anybody  came  toyoa?— A.  Theyjast 
merely  adked  me  to  make  a  declaration  who  I  voted  for. 

Q.  YoQ  admit  somebody  asked  you  who  yon  voted  for  and  asked  you  to  make  a 
declaration  ? — A.  That  pat  ty  that  asked  me  if  I  was  willing  to  make  a  declaration 
I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  But  first  he  asked  yon  who  you  voted  for  didn't  he,  who  was  it  ? — A.  Well  now, 
of  conrse  if  you  bring  it  in  that  way  that  was  one  I  did  tell  I  voted  for. 

Q.  I  should  think  po,  who  was  he?— A.  It  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Van 
Every  asked  mo  if  I  would  make  a  declaration. 

Q.  But  firat  he  asked  you  if  you  had  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  I  don't  know  it  was 
necessary  for  him  to  ask.     He  knew  I  was  always  a 

Q.  And  he  merely  asked  for  a  declaration  ? — A.  I  never  was  a  working  man  for 
the  party  at  all. 

Q.  And  then  yon  did  go  and  make  a  declaration? — A.  I  went  to  Robert  Hays. 

Q.  So  you  told  Van  Every  and  Hays,  yet  here  you  didn't  remember  these 
people  at  all  ? — A.  I  told  you  I  was  satisfied,  gentlemen,  I  had  told  several  but  I 
couldn't  remember. 

Q.  Your  memory  is  all  gone. — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Pretty  near? — A.  I  acknowledge  this  case. 

Q.  When  did  you  make  the  declaration  ? — A.  I  cannot  state  the  date. 

Q.  As  near  as  you  can  ? — A.  My  memory  is  not  sufficient  to  give  that. 

Q.  As  near  as  you  can? — A.  Quite  a  long  time  ago. 

Q.  As  near  as  yon  can;  tell  me  how  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  It  must  have 
beeen  a  couple  of  months  after  the  election. 

Q.  A  couple  of  months  after  the  election  ? — A.  Six  weeks  or  two  months. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  As  I  understand,  Mr.  Warnock,  the  ballot  paper  was  pretty  thin,  the  ballot 
paper  furnished  to  you  was  pretty  thin ;  you  stated  tnat? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  It  was  for  the  reason  that  you  didn't  want  the  mark  to  show  through  that 
you  marked  it  with  a  softer  pencil  which  you  happened  to  have  with  you? — A. 
That  was  the  reason. 

Q.  And  there  was  no  other  reason? — A.  No,  up  to  that  time  I  had  no  suspicion 
at  all. 

Q.  You  had  always  been  a  Conservative  ? — A.  I  had  in  federal  matters. 

Q.  And  your  politics  were  known  in  federal  matters? — A.  Always,  I  feel  quite 
satisfied  they  were. 

Q.  Now  as  to  your  memory  have  you  any  doubt  as  to  whom  you  voted  for  at 
this  election  ? — A.  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  I  voted  for  Eobert  McLean,  made  my  mark 
opposite  his  name. 

By  Mr.Britm- 

Q.  Just  take  that  ballot  and  see  if  the  paper  was  thinner  than  that? — A.  I  don't 
think  the  paper  was  any  thinner. 

Q.  You  think  it  was  about  the  same? — A.  I  think  it  was  about  the  same. 

Witness  discharged. 
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W.  A.  MoClymont  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  live  in  the  town  of  Goderioh  ? — A.  Yee,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
the  month  of  February  last  ? — ^A.  Yee. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— 
A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  your  ballot  ? — A.  For  Bobert  McLean  | 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  A  cross.  I 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  the  cross? — A.  Opposite  his  name. 

Q.  Was  there  a  place  for  the  purpose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  the  mark  r— A.  In  that  place. 

Q.  In  the  circular  space  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  ballot  after  you  had  marked  it? — ^A.  Put  it  in  the 
ballot  box  myself. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  first  ?-— A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  with  the  counterfoil? — A.  There  was  none  on  the  one 
I  got. 

Q.  No,  but  you  put  it  in  the  box  yourself? — A.  I  always  make  a  practice  of 
that.  I  think  when  1  get  a  ballot  I  should  put  it  in  the  box.  I  always  fold  it  so 
the  deputy  returning  officer  can  see  his  initial. 

Q.  Did  you  put^in  the  box  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  fh)m  the 
deputy  returning  officer  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — ^A.  Yes,  the  same  ballot. 

By  Mr.  Bumll : 

Q.  Have  you  ever  voted  at  Dominion  elections  before  ?— A«  Yes,  a  number  of 
times. 

Q.  Well,  have  you  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  yourself  in  these  cases  ? — A.  Most 
every  case. 

Q.  How  often  can  you  recall  ? — A.  The  last  twice. 
Q.  Once  in  1896  and  this  last  election  in  1899  ?— A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  then  there  must  have  been  about  four  years  before  there  was  an  election 
you  voted  at? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  four  years  before,  and  probably  some  by-elections  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
Q.  And  each  time  you  have  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  yourself? — A.  Each  time 
I  have  been  scrutineer  for  a  great  number  of  years, 
o    HiH  xTAii  tAftf  nff  the  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  No. 

^rfoil  and  all  ?^-A.  No ;  the  deputy  returning  officer  didn't 

;  he  tore  it  ofif  before  he  gave  tne  ballot. 

;he  previous  elections  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

i  you  got  a  ballot  without  a  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  I  would  not  be 

[>w  that  I  did  this  time. 

ie  Dominion  election  four  years  before  you  are  satisfied  you 

a  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

r  recollection  is  that  every  Dominion  election  at  which  yon 

[  think  so,  I  would  not  like  to  be  just  positive  about  it;  I 

on  to  it  at  the  tinie. 

of  your  recollection  then,  at  all  these  Dominion  elections  at 

for  the  last  fifteen  or  twenty  years ? — A.  Yes. 

'  or  thirty  years  ? — ^A.  Twenty  years. 

I  ballot  delivered  to  you  without  the  counterfoil  on  it  ? — L 

*  to  that. 

jollectioD? — A.  Yes. 

whether  it  has  been  the  practice  in  that  part  of  the  country  ? 

me. 
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Q*  And  you  think  it  would  be  done  with  others  ? — ^A.  I  know  some  other  deputy 
retamlD^  officers  would  not  do  it. 

Q.  I  ask  you  about  that  division  ? — A.  No,  that  is  the  first  time  I  have  voted 
there. 

Q.  In  other  divisions  that  was  the  practice  ? — A.  The  practice  was  to  take  the 
ballot  off  close  up  there,  with  a  little  knife  usually. 

Q.  And  give  it  to  the  voter  without  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  in  your  case  you  put  it  in  the  box  yourself  so  you  would  be  dead 
sure  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  say  now  that  has  been  the  general  practice  as  far  as  your  observation 
goes  wherever  you  have  voted,  and  that  was  done  in  this  case  ? — A.  That  was  done 
U)iB  day. 

Q.  This  ballot  had  the  initials? — A.  I  saw  him  mark  the  initial. 

Q.  But  not  the  counterfoil  7 — A.  A  great  many  deputy  returning  officers  mark 
the  tmllots  with  their  initials,  perhaps  100,  the  day  before,  but  this  man  there  tore 
off  the  ballot  and  put  bis  initial  on. 

Q.  And  the  counterfoil  too? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  the  counteifoil. 

Q.  He  simply  gave  you  the  ballot  without  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  box  had  not  a  circular  hole  ? — A.  No,  a  round  hole. 

Q.  Some  witnesses  said  it  was  a  slit  ? — ^A.  I  think  this  was  round. 

Q.  You  know  how  you  folded  your  ballot  up  to  put  it  in? — A.  I  folded  It  up 
dose,  the  division  I  was  in  it  was  a  round  hole. 

Q.  I  am  talking  about  this  last  time ;  you  were  not  a  scrutineer,  not  an  official, 
you  were  just  a  voter? — A.  Not  in  that  division,  I  was  scrutineer  in  another  division. 

Q.  In  that  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  vote  in  the  place  in  which  you  were  scrutineer  at  this  election  ? 
— A.  No.    I  had  two  votes,  I  had  a  vote  where  I  was  scrutineer  and  where  I  lived. 

Q.  You  didn't  vote  in  two  places  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't,  but  I  have  two  votes, 

Q.  And  you  didn't  have  to  have  your  vote  transferred  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  a  vote  where  you  were  scrutineer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  vote  there  ? — A.  No,  the  rule  is  to  vote  where  you  live  and  I 
voted  in  the  division  where  I  live. 

Q.  Well,  then  after  the  election  was  there — some  time  after  the  election  was 
there,  or  some  time  after,  a  request  for  a  declaration  of  your  vote  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  was  that  after  ?— A.  Throe  or  four  weeks. 

Q,  Three  or  four  weeks  ?— A.  Yes,  maybe  more,  I  would  not  be  sure. 

Q.  I  am  anxious  to  fix  that  time  ? — A.  About  three  or  four  weeks  after. 

Q.  About  three  or  four  weeks  after  you  made  a  declaration  ;  at  whose  instance 
was  that  ? — ^A.  Well,  it  was  currently  reported  around  that  it  was  being  done 

Q.  We  know  that ;  I  ask  at  whose  instance  ? — A.  The  party  who  asked  me  to 
give  it  was  Van  Every. 

Q.  You  didn't  speak  to  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  No,  it  was  Van  Every  simply  asked 
me  if  I  would  give  it. 

Q.  Van  Every  knew  you  were  a  Consei-vative  all  your  life  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Van  Every  asked  you  if  you  would  make  a  declaration  you  voted  for 
McLean  and  you  said  "  yes  "  ? — A.  I  went  up  and  did  it. 

Q.  Who  took  it  ?— A.  R  C.  Hots. 

Q.  In  his  office  ? — A.  In  his  office. 

Q.  What  was  the  form,  it  was  not  sworn  to  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  read  it  over  and  signed  it  ? — ^A.  Signed  it. 

Q.  And  no  solemnity  beyond  reading  it  over  and  signing  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hays  sign  it  ? — A.  Not  in  my  presence. 

Q.  Not  in  your  presence  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  handed  it  over  to  him  ? — A.  Yes,  where  he  was  with  another  man. 

Q.  And  he  didn't  sign  it  in  your  presence  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  you  have  had  time  to  think  over  the  matter'a  little  bit,  are  you  satisfied 
that  generally  speaking  when  you  had  voted  at  Dominion  elections  you  had  put  the 
ballot  in  the  box  yourself? — A.  On  the  last  two  or  three  times  I  have. 

Q.  And  the  ballot  has  been  delivered  to  you  without  the  counterfoil  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
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Q.  That  hftB  happened  on  how  many  previous  occasions  that  you  oan  recollect 
to  this? — A.  Well  yon  see  there  was  two  oefore  the  present. 

Q.  There  were  two  before  the  present  in  the  Dominion ;  don't  mix  op  local 
elections  ? — A.  No,  I  will  give  you  the  names  if  yon  wL^h. 

Q.  No,  I  am  just  cautioning  you ;  but  in  two  Dominion  elections  before  thii 
thev  delivered  the  ballot  without  a  counterfoil  and  you  put  in  the  box  vourself  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Witness  discharged. 


Thomas  MoKbnzib  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  I^cKonzie  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
Pebruarv  last?— A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paBor  from  him? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  7 — A.  I  marked  it  for  Mr.  fifcLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  I  put  on  a  cross. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  it  ?— A.  I  put  the  cross  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  In  any  place  opposite  his  name? — A.  Oh,  not  in  any  particular  place,  I 
suppose  Just  opposite  his  name. 

Q.  Does  that  look  like  the  ballot  you  had  ? — A.  Yes,  that  looks  something  like 
the  ballot. 

Q.  Show  me  where  you  put  the  cross  ? — A.  I  put  my  cross  in  this. 

Q.  In  that  circular  white  place  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  I  suppose  you  folded  it? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then  ? — A.  I  gave  it  back  to  Parr  the  returning 
officer. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  marked? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  watched  him  and  I  think  he 
put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it? — A.  I  didn't. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  it  had  this  stub  or  counterfoil  on  it  when  it  was 
given  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  his  tearing  off  anything  like  that? — A.  I  don't 
remember  him  tearing  off  anything. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Can  you  remember  in  what  shape  the  ballot  was  delivered  to  you.  Just 
indicate  with  that  paper  there  in  what  shape  it  was  delivered  to  you  ? — A.  It  was 
folded. 

Q.  How  much  of  it  was  folded  over,  from  there  to  there,  or  from  there  to  there? 
— A.  I  cannot  tell.    I  didn't  lake  notice  of  the  ballot  particularly. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  notice  of  the  ballot? — A.  Not  particularly,  no. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  it  was  folded  so  as  to  leave  a  piece  of  it  atandiqg 
out  ? — A.  It  was  not  folded  that  way.  it  was  folded  the  other  way. 

Q.  Leugthwise? — A.  Lengthwise. 

Q.  Had  it  this  white  space  on  it  when  you  folded  it  up? — i.  I  didn't  take 
notice.    I  cannot  say  whether  it  had  or  not. 
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Q.  Had  it  initials  on  it  ? — A.  It  had  initials. 

Q.  Farr*8,  on  the  back  of  it? — ^A.  I  buppose  it  was  his ;  he  gave  it  to  me. 

Q.  And  when  tou  handed  it  back  to  him  he  didn't  tear  anything  off  it,  to  pat  it 
in  the  box? — ^A.  That  I  cannot  remember. 

Q.  Ton  mean  your  impression  is  one  way  or  the  other  ? — A.  I  cannot  say 
whether  he  tore  it  off  after  I  gave  it  to  him  or  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  tear  anything  off  when  you  gave  it  back  to  him  ? — A.  No 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  He  took  it,  gave  it  a  tarn  and 
dropj^  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Kthat  is  what  he  did  he  would  not  tear  anything  off? — A.  Not  by  that. 

Q.  Your  impre6sion  is  that  ho  did  not  have  to  tear  anything  off? — A.  1  cannot 
say  whether  he  did  or  whether  he  didn't.    He  might  for  what  I  can  say. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  tear  anything  off? — A.  He  might  have  torn  it  off  and  me 
not  see. 

Q.  He  would  be  pretty  skilful  would  he  not,  if  he  did  that  and  you  not  see  when 
you  were  looking  on? — A.  He  was  like  that  and  1  was  at  the  end  of  the  table. 

Q.  You  waited  to  see  if  he  put  it  in  the  box? — A.  Yes,  but  T  cannot  say  if  he 
tore  anything  off  or  not  ? 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  looking  while  he  was  handling  it  ? — A.  I  cannot  Hay  whether  the 
man  tore  anything  off  or  whether  he  didn't. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  tear  anything  off  anyway? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  And  you  must  surely  have  an  impression  one  way  or  the  other  as  to  whether 
he  tore  it  off? — A.  I  had  no  suspicion  at  all. 

Q.  You  have  an  impression  one  way  or  the  other  as  to  whether  he  tore  anything 
off  your  ballot  or  not? — A.  I  didn't  have  any  impression  ;  I  didn't  see  him  tear  any- 
thing off. 

Q.  And  what  is  your  impression  ? — A.  I  can't  say  whether  he  did  or  did  not. 

Q.  I  am  asking:  yon  what  vour  impression  is,  what  your  belief  is.  Well  now, 
if  you  were  observing  him  all  the  time  you  gave  him  your  ballot  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Folded  up  ?-.A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  saw  what  he  did  with  it,  and  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  I  do  not 
know,  supposing  he  turned  it  that  way  he  might  have  took  a  piece  off,  that  is  the 
way  he  took  the  ballot,  that  is  the  way  the  ballot  was,  he  took  the  ballot  in  that 
shape. 

Q.  And  did  what  with  it  ? — A.  It  was  about  that  shape  when  I  gave  it  to  him 
and  he  gave  it  another  turn  like  that.  I  cannot  say  whether  he  tore  anything  off  or 
not,  and  that  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  It  would  have  been  possible  for  him  then  to  have  tora  something  off  and  put 
the  ballot  in  the  box,  is  that  correct  ? — A.  He  might  for  all  I  knew.  I  cannot  say 
he  did,  and  I  can't  say  he  didn't. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  your  judgment  and  whether  you  thought  it  would  have 
been  possible  for  him  to  tear  something  off  and  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  He  might 
have  done  I  cannot  say.    I  can't  say  that  the  man  did  it. 

Q.  Afterwards  you  made  some  declaration  about  the  matter  ? — A.  I  did. 

Qy  At  whose  instance  was  that  d«Bclaratiou  made  ? — A.  It  was  Hays. 

Q.  It  was  Mr.  Hays  that  asked  you  to  make  the  declaration  ? — A.  It  was  not 
Mr.  Hays  asked  me. 

Q.  I  asked  you  at  whose  instance  ? — A.  It  was  A.  Van  Every. 

Q.  He  was  the  man  instrumental  in  getting  up  your  declaration  ?  He  didn't  I 
suppose  have  to  ask  you  how  you  voted  ? — A.  ^lo. 

Q.  You  were  a  recognized  supporter  ? — A.  He  knew  what  side  I  was  on  ;  I 
always  was  a  Conservative. 

Q.  And  he  asked  you  to  make  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  yon  voted  for 
McLean  and  the  declaration  was  made.  How  did  you  find  you  were  to  go  to  Hays  ? 
— A.  He  met  me  on  the  street  and  he  asked  me  if  I  would  go  round  to  his  office  and 
sign  a  declaration. 

Q.  And  the  declaration  was  there  ready  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q,  And  filled  out  ?— A.  Yen. 

Q.  With  your  name  in  it  ? — ^A.  Yee. 

Q.  Or  was  your  name  put  in  it  after  you  got  there  ? — A.  What  is  that? 

Q.  Was  your  name  put  in  it  after  you  got  there  ? — ^A.  I  put  my  name  in  it. 

Q.  You  mean  you  signed  it  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  more  about  it,  that  is 
all  I  done. 

Q.  You  haven't  told  me  what  you  did.    Did  you  sign  it  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  Is  that  what  you  meant  when  you  say  you  put  your  name  in  it. — A.  That  is 
all  I  done,  I  signed  my  name. 

Q.  I  am  asking  if  your  name  was  in  the  body  of  it? — A.  I  did  not  see. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  over  ? — A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Was  it  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  must  be  able  to  say  whether  your  name  was  in  it  or  not? — ^A.  I 
oannot  say  if  my  name  was  lead  out  of  it  or  not.  I  cannot  say  it  was  or  I  cannot 
say  it  wasn't. 

Q.  You  oannot  remember  that  your  name  was  read  out  as  part  of  the  declara- 
tion ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  is  your  name  a^ain  ? — A.  Thomas  MoEenzie. 

Q.  Was  it  *'  I,  Thomas  MoEenzie',  do  hereby  make  this  declaration/'  or  some- 
thing like  that  ? — ^A.  I  could  not  say  because  I  was  in  a  hurry. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it.    There  was  no  oath  made  to  it  of  course  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hays  sign  it  in  your  presence  ?— A.  Yes,  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  You  think  he  signed  it?— A.    Yes.    I  think  he  did. 

Q.  You  merely  put  vour  signature  to  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  it  was  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  that  happened  about  it?  And  after  that  Hays  may  have 
signed  it  in  your  presence.  When  was  this  declaration  made  to  the  beet  of  your 
judgment.  How  soon  after  the  election  ?-»A.  I  cannot  say  how  soon.  It  was 
after  the  election  anyway. 

Q.  A  month  ? — A.  I  do  not  know  if  it  was. 

Q.  A  fortnight  ? — A.  It  would  be  a  couple  of  weeks. 

Q.  A  couple  of  weriks  after  the  election  that  you  signed  the  declaration  ? — A.  It 
may. 

Q.  That  is  your  best  judgment  ?— A.  That  is  my  best  judgment. 

Witness  discharged. 


Chbistophbr  Sanderson  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  C^oderich  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  fbr  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  in  February  last  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  duputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  yon  voted  ?^ 
A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — ^A.  I  put  a  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Did  the  ballot  that  you  received,  resemble  that  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  cannot  sayjfor 
sure  whether  it  did  or  not. 

Q.  Do  vou  remember  whether  it  had  a  white  space  opposite  the  names  like 
that  or  not  7 — A.  I  don't  remember. 
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Q.  Bot  yon  remember  yoa  put  yoar  mark  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  year  t>allot  and  folded  it  what  did  you  do  with  it?^ 
A.  I  handed  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  yoa  hand  back  the  same  ballot  which  yon  had  received  from  him  and 
which  yoa  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Bid  yoa  obaei've  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  I  thought  he  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  yoa  stay  there  or  pass  along  ? — A.  I  stayed  there  and  seen  him  pat  it 
in  the  box  and  I  am  positively  snre  he  put  it  in  there. 

Q.  Did  yoa  observe  whether  he  tore  anything  off  it  before  he  put  it  in  the  box? 
— A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  Yoa  think  he  tore  something  off  it  before  he  pat  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  I  think 
he  did. 

Q.  Yon  think  be  tore  something  off  it  before  he  pat  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  did  with  the  stab  that  he  tore  off? — A.  I  think  he 
put  it  in  his  pocket.     I  woald  not  be  certain  bat  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  What  did  this  ballot  paper  look  like.  Describe  it  as  nearly  as  you  can  to  as  ? 
— ^A.  I  cannot  say  for  certain  now.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice  only  when  I  took 
my  ballot  I  looked  for  McLean's  name  and  didn't  take  any  particular  notice  what  it 
looked  like. 

Q.  Can't  you  ^ive  us  any  impression  now  what  it  looked  like? — A.  I  cannot. 

Q.  You  must  have  noticed  one  think  about  it,  you  mutit  have  noticed  two  round 
circles  about  it  like  cotton  reels  ? — A.  I  noticed  a  place  to  mark  it  all  right. 

Q.  But  didn't  you  notice  that,  don't  you  remember  these  two  round  circles  ? — 
A.  Well,  I  would  not  be  certain  they  were,  which  way  they  were. 

Q.  You  don't  recall  that?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  names  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Tell  us  what  names  you  noticed  ? — A.  Robert  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes. 

Q.  Robert  McLean  and  Mr.  Holmes;  were  they  in  that  order  or  not? — A.  Well, 
I  could  not  say  which  name  was  first. 

Q.  You  can't? — A.  I  didn't  pay  particular  notice,  I  just  took  my  ballot  and 
marked  it 

Q.  Robert  McLean  and  Air.  Holmes  were  on  the  ballot  and  you  say  you  don't 
know  which  order  they  were  in  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  You  don't  know  now  which  was  top  and  which  underneath  ? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  whether  there  was  a  circle  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  only  put  one  mark  ? — A.  I  made  my  mark  and  voted  for  the  man  I 
wanted. 

Q.  There  were  initials,  did  you  notice  that  or  not,  on  the  ballot  when  you  got 
it  ? — ^A.  Yes,  he  put  his  initials  on. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  saw  him  put  them  on  ? — A.  Yes,  before  he  gave  it  to  mo. 

Q.  He  tore  off  a  ballot,  put  his  initials  on  it,  handed  it  to  you,  you  went  and 
marked  it,  brought  ii  back  and  gave  it  to  him,  he  tore  a  little  piece  off  it,  put  that 
piece  in  his  pocket  and  put  it  in  the  box  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  arter  that  you  made  some  sort  of  declaration  about  the  business? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  How  long  after  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say,  I  don't  think  it  was  a  month, 
I  would  not  say  it  was  longer. 

Q.  About  a  month  after  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  say. 

Q.  You  don't  think  it  was  more  ? — ^A.  No,  I  think  it  was  about  that. 

Q.  About  a  month  after  the  election  was  over? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  came  to  you  to  get  that  declaration  ? — A.  Mr.  Van  Every. 

Q.  Mr.  Van  Every,  and  did  he  ask  you  who  you  voted  for? — A.  N^o,  1  guess  he 
was  sure  before. 

Q.  He  was  sure  before ;  he  knew,  had  he  canvassed  you  ? — A.  No,  but 

Q.  And  how  would  he  know ;  he  met  you  in  the  committee? — ^A.  Well,  I  voted 
for  McLean  in  the  election  before  that. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  ran  in  the  election  before  that  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  that  was  ? — A.  Oh,  I  would  not  be  certain, 
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Q.  Oh  yes,  he  run  in  the  election  of  1896  againnt  Mr.  Cameron? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  time  you  voted  for  McLean,  when  he  ran  against  Mr. 
Cameron  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  tell  Van  Every  how  you  voted  ?— A.  Yes,  he  knew. 

Q.  You  were  ranked  as  one  of  their  men  and  not  canvassed  before  the  election? 
— A.  He  was  around  where  I  woi'ked  and  knew. 

Q.  You  wore  asked  to  sign  a  declaration  ;  what  did  he  ask  yon  to  sign  ?— A. 
He  wanted  me  to  go  to  Hays'  office  and  sign  a  declaration  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  He  wanted  you  to  sign  a  declaration  that  you  had  voted  for  McLean?— A 
Yes 

Q.  You  found  it  all  ready  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  read  it  over  or  you? — A.  He  read  it  over. 

Q.  Was  your  name  in  it? — A.  I  signed  my  name. 

Q.  You  would  sign  your  name  at  the  foot,  but  it  would  be  a  declaration  that 
you  (lid  something :  ''  I,  Christopher  Sanderson,  do  hereby  solemnly  decla]*e  as  fol- 
lows ",  or  something  like  that ;  now,  was  your  name  in  it  ? — A.  I  would  not  be  sure, 
but  he  read  it  to  me. 

Q.  And  you  are  not  certain  whether  your  name  was  in  it  or  it  was  blank  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  when  it  was  read  over  you  simply  put  your  signature  to  it,  there  was 
no  Bible,  no  oath  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  No  performance  of  any  kind  ? — A.  I  left  it  there  for  him  and  walked  out. 

Q.  And  that  was  all  that  took  place  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  That  was  about  a  month  after  the  election? — A.  As  well  as  I  can  say. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Your  politics  were  known,  as  I  understand  it  was  known  you  were  a  Con- 
servative?— A.  Well,  no,  I  didn't  vote  Conservative  all  the  time. 

Q.  But  you  voted  for  McLean  before  and  that  was  known? — ^A,  And  I  voted 
for  Mr.  Beck. 

Q.  You  voted  for  McLean  and  Beck  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Next  time  it  will  be  your  turn  to  vote  Liberal? — A.  Just  according  to  the 
man  I  think  best. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 
Q.  It  was  known  you  were  a  supporter  of  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 
Witness  discharged. 


NQH  sworn. 

.  Borden : 

de  in  the  town  of  Grodorioh,  Mr.  Strongh  ?— A.  I  do,  sir. 
vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
-A.  I  did,  sir. 
b  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A 

'arr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 
>m  did  you  mark  it? — ^A.  I  marked  it  for  Bobert  McLean. 
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Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  yon  put  on  it? — A.  I  put  a  cross  on  it,  sir. 

Q.  OppoAite  whose  name? — A.  Opposite  Robert  McLean's. 

Q.  Do  yon  remember  was  there  a  place  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  Tes,  there  was 
a  round  "  O.'' 

Q.  What  colour?— A.  Black. 

Q.  Black  inside  or  outside? — ^A.  Outside. 

Q.  And  what  insMe? — A.  White,  as  far  as  I  could  see. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  inside? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  it? — A.  No. 

Mr.  Bussell  objected  at  this  point  generally  to  witnesses  being  shown  a  ballot 
for  the  purpose  of  pointing  out  where  they  had  marked. 

After  argument. 

The  Chairman — It  is  cross-examination.  The  moment  a  man  saj^  he  has  voted 
it  implies  all  this  that  was  necessary  to  vote  for  so  and  so. 

After  further  argument. 

The  Chairman. — I  have  noticed  the  questions  that  were  put  to  each  witness  on 
exactly  the  same  point  and  I  mubt  sav  that  in  my  opinion  the  answers  in  a  good 
many  of  these  questions  were  perfectly  useless  to  say  the  least.  The  witness  is  asked 
for  whom  he  voted.  He  says  so  and  so.  To  my  mind  this  implies  that  all  the 
neces^ary  conditions  to  vote  for  so  and  so  are  complied  with.  Now  to  take  the 
ballot  and  show  it  to  him  and  make  him  indicate  exactly  the  position  where  he 
put  his  cross  or  how  he  put  his  cross  if  it  is  not  useless  it  is  suggestive 
and  it  is  anticipating  what  the  witness  will  be  asked  in  cross  examination.  But 
for  the  moment  1  do  not  put  it  on  this  ground  but  on  the  ground  of  perfect  useless- 
nees.  I  deem  it  to  be  useless  to  ask  any  more  questions  regarding  his  vote  when 
the  man  has  said  definitely  that  he  voted  for  so  and  so.  Of  course  it  would  be  diffe* 
rent  if  the  witness  has  said  I  do  not  recollect,  I  do  not  know  for  whom  I  voted. 
This  would  certainly  allow  any  other  question  to  be  put  and  the  ballot  to  be  shown 
to  him  in  order  to  refresh  his  memory,  but  my  opinion  is  that  the  evidence  of  the 
witness  is  perfect  when  he  said  '*  I  voted  for  so  and  so,"  and  therefore  I  think  the 
objection  is  well  taken.  When  the  witness  says  "  I  voted  for  Kobert  McLean  or 
Bobert  Holmes  "  I  take  it  to  be  useless  to  go  further  on  that  point. 

After  further  argument, 

The  Chairman. — Is  not  the  answer  to  the  question,  "for  whom  did  you  vote?" 
complete ?  It  is  not  a  matter  of  law;  the  vote  is  a  matter  of  fact.  The  witness  is 
asked :  '*For  whom  did  you  vote?  "  and  his  answer  implies  everything. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Did  you  mark  your  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ?— A,  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whoHC  name  ? — A.  Opposite  Bobert  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  anyplace  on  the  ballot  that  you  recollect  in  which  you  were  to 
put  your  cross  ? — A.  Well^  there  was  like  an  **  O  "  I  would  call  the  big  spot,  black 
outside  and  white  inside,  were  I  was  supposed  to  put  my  cross. 

Q.  As  you  say  there  was  a  white  spot  opposite  McLean's  name  like  an  "  O," 
white  inside  and  black  outside,  and  in  that  spot  you  put  your  cross;  in  that  "O" 
you  put  your  mark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  there  is  no  objection  to  showing  you  the  ballot  (showing  the  witness  a 
ballot  paper.) 

Mr.  Bussell  objected. 

Q.  Well,  supposing  that  to  be  a  ballot,  or  the  ballot,  where  did  you  put  your 
mark?— A.  There. 

Q.  In  the  white  disc  opposite  McLean's  name? — A.  Yes. 

Mr.  Bussell  asked  for  a  ruling  on  his  objection. 

The  Chairman. — I  am  perfectly  with  you  on  this  point,  Mr.  Bussell,  but  as  we 
have  done  other ivise  ever  since  this  investigation  began,  I  must  allow  it. 
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By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Now,  after  you  marked  your  ballot,  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  gave  it 
to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  You  came  out  with  it  and  gave  it  to  the  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  the  same  ballot  you  had  marked  you  gave  the  returning  officer  ? — ^A. 
It  was  so. 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  could  see,  after  I  banded 
it  to  him  I  seen  him  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Bid  he  do  anything  with  the  ballot — tear  anything  off  it,  did  you  observe^ 
before  he  put  it  in? — A.  1  could  not  say  just  now. 

By  Mr.  Sift  an: 

Q.  You  live  in  Goderich,  Mr.  Strongh  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  I  am  a  carpenter,  or  framer,  rather. 

Q.  Had  you  been  canvassed  by  either  party  for  the  election? — A.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  you ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  you  to  vote  for  McLean? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  you  to  vote  for  Holmes? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  Goderich  ? — A.  I  have  been  there  30  years,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  voted  ihere  often  before? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Is  it  pretty  well  known  which  side  you  vote  on  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  vote  generally 
for  the  best  man  of  our  own  town. 

Q.  So  you  don't  vote  on  party  grounds? — A.  No,  sir,  not  all  the  time  I  don't. 

Q.  And  the  party  would  not  be  likely  to  know  which  way  you  were  going  to 
vote  unless  you  told  them  ? — A.  No,  sir,  I  never  tell  anybody  how  I  am  going  to 
vote. 

Q.  And  you  were  not  canvassed  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Were  you  taken  to  the  poll  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  wont  there  alone  ? — ^A.  I  walked  there  myself. 

Q.  What  time  was  it? — A.  A  quarter  after  twelve. 

Q.  A  quarter  after  twelve? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  not  seen  by  anybody  about  voting  ? — A.  Not  a  soul. 

Q.  You  are  sure  about  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  when  you  went  to  the  poll  you  went  to  the  poll  where  Parr  was  deputy 
returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Farr  before  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  I  have  known  him  these  last  15  yean. 

Q.  How  long  has  he  lived  in  Goderich? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you  that,  nir. 

Q.  Three  years  ? — A.  More  than  that. 

Q.  Five  ?— A.  Yes,  ten  I  think. 

Q.  So  you  knew  him  pretty  well  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  well  acquainted  with  him. 

Q.  And  did  you  know  anything  about  his  personal  habits  about  the  time  of  the 
election ;  that  is  to  say,  it  is  in  evidence  by  some  witnesses  that  he  had  been  drink 
ing ;  do  you  know  anything  about  that  ?— A.  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  little  the  woi-se  for 
liquor  that  day  by  his  actions. 

Q.  That  is  when  you  went  in  to  vote  ? — A.  Yee. 

Q.  Well  about  a  quarter  past  twelve  you  went  in  to  vote  ? — A.  Yes 

Q.  And  presented  yourself  and  asked  for  a  ballot  in  the  usual  way  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  Farr  gave  you  a  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  Went  and  marked  it. 

Q.  And  brought  it  back  and  handed  it  to  Farr? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  Put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  watched  him  close  ? — A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Were  vou  standing  in  front? — ^A.  There  is  a  long  table  in  our  council  cham- 
ber and  I  walked  past  him  and  saw  him  putting  the  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  Were  you  passing  Farr  when  he  put  it  in  the  box? — ^A.No,  sir,  I  was  going 
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Q.  Did  yoa  see  him  put  aDythin^  in  the  box  ? — A.  I  Bupposea  it  was  my  ballot. 

Q.  Yoa  saw  him  put  something  id  and  supposed  it  was  yoar  ballot? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  straok  yoa  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  while  in  the  poll  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  made  you  think  that  ? — A.  I  though  his  tongue  was  on  the  loose  side. 

Q.  He  talked  like  a  man  who  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  not  able  to  perform  the  duties  of  his  office  with  great  care  ? — A.  Not  to 
my  knowledge. 

Q.  He  was  not  in  a  fit  condition  to  be  there  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge,  no,  sir. 

Q.  Would  you  expect  he  would  be  likely  to  make  some  blunders  from  his  con- 
dition ? — A.  I  would  have  thought  so  by  his  actions. 

Q.  You  would  not  be  surprised  if  you  found  out  he  had? — A.  I  would  not,  I 
told  him  as  much  that  day,  I  thought  he  ought  not  to  be  there,  just  in  a  joke. 

Q.  While  you  were  there  ? — A.  Just  as  I  was  going  out. 

Q.  Told  him  he  ought  not  to  be  there  ? — A.  Told  nim  he  ought  to  be  at  home. 

Q.  Did  you  give  any  reasons,  did  you  say  why  he  ought  not  to  be  there  ? — A. 
No,  sir,  I  just  said  it  in  a  joke  as  I  was  going  out  of  the  door. 

Q.  That  you  thought  he  ought  not  to  be  there? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  then,  if  you  heard  he  had  made  any  blunderd  in  carrying  on  the  poll 
yon  would  not  bo  surprised  ? — A.  I  would  nut. 

Q,  You  would  think  that  likely  under  the  circumstances  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  think  that  likely  because  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? — A. 
Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  know  a  man  conducting  voting  under  the  ballot  system  has  to  do  his 
work  systematically,  has  to  be  a  competent  man,  or  he  will  make  blunders? — A. 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  don't  think  he  was  competent  to  do  that  work  that  day  ? — A.  I 
don't. 

Q.  And  you  were  inclined  to  think  if  he  tried  to  do  it  he  would  make  a  lot  of 
blunders  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  You  just  saw  Mr.  Farr  when  vou  went  in  that  day  and  only  while  you  were 
in  the  poll  I  suppose  ? — ^A.  That  is  all,  sir. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  opportunity  you  had  of  seeing  him  ? — A.  That  is  all ;  I 
seen  him  in  the  evening  before. 

Q.  And  your  opinion  is  based  on  seeing  him  that  short  time? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  did  you  see  him  ? — ^A.  Five  minutes  anyway. 

By  Mr.  Sifton: 

Q.  Was  Farr  reputed  to  be  a  Liberal  or  a  Conservative? — A.  Well,  I  could  not 
tell  you  that,  sir. 

Q.  He  had  been  there  a  number  of  years  and  you  know  him  well  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir; 
he  had  been  returning  officer  to  ray  knowledge  four  or  five  years  in  that  polling 
division. 

Q.  Then  he  was  a  man  not  known  to  have  decided  politics  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 
Q.  He  had  been  returning  officer  for  town  elections,  had  he  not? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Witness  discharged. 
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William  Lane  reoalled. 

Mr.  Powell  offered  in  evideDoe  a  statement  which  he  and  Mr.  Flint  had  made 
np  in  conjanction  with  the  witness  which  contains  in  the  first  column  the  name  of 
the  township  or  town  and  the  numbers  of  the  polling  booths  in  such  town  or  town- 
ship; the  second  column  contains  the  number  of  ballots  sent  out  to  the  deputy 
returning  officers  according  to  the  endorsement  made  upon  the  bundles  given  them; 
the  third  column  contains  the  number  of  ballots  accounted  for  by  deputy  returning 
officers,  including  the  ballotH  polled  for  the  different  candidates  and  counted  for 
them,  the  rejected  ballots,  the  destroyed  ballots  and  the  returned  unused  ballots; 
the  fourth  column  contains  the  totals  of  the  ballot  papers  for  the  different  townships 
and  towns  which  were  sent  out  by  the  returning  officer  to  the  deputy  returning 
officers;  and  the  fifth  column  contains  the  totals  of  the  accounted  for  ballots  in  the 
different  towns  and  townships.  With  regard  to  Goderich  town,  Poll  No.  3,  the 
booth  that  Mr.  Farr  presided  at,  this  is  omitted.  There  are  no  figures  for  that 
booth.     (Filed  as  exhibit  No.  20). 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  Mr.  Lane,  this  statement  that  we  have  prej)ared  I  see  shows  that  there  were 
in  polling  subdivision  Goderich  No.  3  that  there  wore  148  more  ballots  sent  out  or 
accounted  for  by  the  returning  officer  than  purport  to  be  sent  out  by  these  endorse- 
ments on  the  back  of  the  blocks  of  ballots? — A.  Yes,  if  the  addition  is  right. 

Q.  According  to  these  returns,  Mr.  Lane,  1  see  that  in  Goderich  No.  2  there  pur- 
ported to  be  sent  out  200  ballots,  that  is  what  we  found  on  the  back  of  them.  You 
were  a  party  in  making  up  this  statement  were  you  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  from  the  statement  there  were  200  ballot  papers  purporting  to  be  given 
to  the  deputy  returning  officer  in  Goderich  No.  3  ? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Britton. 

Q.  On  the  back  of  the  returned  ballots  from  that  booth  there  were  marked  200 
were  there  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  statement  you  believe  was  sent  out  by  you  to  the  deputy 
returning  officer  of  Goderich  No.  2  of  that  package  of  ballots? — ^A.  I  believe  that 
was  the  number  of  ballots  sent  out. 

Q.  The  bunch  of  ballots  sent  out  by  you  had  that  endorsement  on  it? — A.  Not 
by  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  Not  made  by  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  it  was  on  it  when  you  sent  it  out? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  right  now.  In  that  particular  booth  the  returning  officer  counted 
200  but  ihe  deputy  returning  officer  has  only  accounted  for  179  has  he  not  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  That  is  if  the  statement  on  the  back  was  correct.  I  don't  want  to  mislead 
you  or  deceive  Mr.  Britton  if  the  statement  on  the  back  of  that  was  correct  there 
were  21  ballots  given  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  that  were  not  accounted  for? 
— A.  Well  if  the  21  was  correct  it  would. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  how  far  was  the  polling  booth  of  No.  2  from  the  polling  booth  of 
No.  3  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  No.  2,  No.  3,  I  don't  remember  the  booths  by 
numbers. 

y^.  No.  3  was  at  the  town  hall? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  No.  2  was  at? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  How  far  apart  were  they? — A.  Across  the  street. 

Q.  Just  across  the  street.  Within  how  many  yards  of  each  other? — A.  I  sup- 
pose a  hundred. 

Q.  Four  rods  are  the  streets  ? — A.  No,  that  street  is  a  hundred  feet, 

Q.  And  the  two  polling  places  would  be  about  a  hundi  )d  feet  from  each  other? 
— A.  Perhaps  a  trifle  more  perhaps  a  little  on  the  angle,  tl  ey  are  not  exactly  oppo- 
site. 
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Q.  And  although  yon  never  ooanted  this  package  of  ballots  that  yoa  gave  to 
the  returning  officer  at  No.  2  which  was  put  up  you  say,  or  rather  you  don't  say  it 
was  put  up  by  you,  but  by  Mr.  MoGillicuddy's  office  or  people  in  his  office  ? — A.  Of 
course  the  ballots  were  put  up  in  his  office.     . 

Q.  And  put  up  you  also  believe  in  pursuance  of  his  instructions  ? — A.  I  expect 
they  were. 

Q.  And  you  believed  at  the  time  that  the  statement  of  200  in  that  block  was 
correct  ? — A.  We  couldn't  believe  anything  else. 

Q.  You  couldn't  believe  anything  else.  Now,  sir,  it  seems  thit  in  these  ballots 
of  Mr.  Farr's  that  a  peculiar  kind  of  ballot  which  appears  in  evidence,  that  there 
are  21  ballots  used  at  Mr.  Farr's  booth  marked  for  Mr.  Holmes  that  were  dififerent 
entirely  from  all  the  rest  of  the  ballots  that  were  used  at  that  booth.  You  are  tak- 
ing in  what  1  say,  arn't  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  doesn't  it  strike  you  as  a  peculiar  thing  that  21  peculiar  ballots  should 
be  UHod  at  the  polling  booth  at  one  side  of  the  road  and  21  be  missing  in  a  booth  on 
the  other  side  of  the  road. 

Mr.  Brittou  objected  to  any  such  question  as  "  don't  it  appear  to  you  peculiar  " 
as  absolutely  improper  to  be  given  in  evidence. 

Judgment  reserved  for  the  moment. 

Q.  Now,  Mr.  Lane,  this  ballot  that  I  now  show  you  is  put  together  so  far  as  it 
is  possible  to  put  it  together  from  pieces  found  on  the  floor  of  the  hall  in  booth  No. 
3,     You  iinderhtand  me? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  have  looked  through  the  ballot  returns  or  through  the  election  returns 
for  every  booth  in  this  riding  have  you  not  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  found  on  the  unused  ballots  returned  a  memorandum  applicable  to 
every  poll,  did  you  not,  with  the  exception  of  this  No.  3,  a  memorandum  professing 
to  state  the  number  of  ballots  delivered  to  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Well, 
I  don't  know  what  number,  you  say  No.  3, 1  don't  remember  whether  it  was  No.  3 
or  not. 

Q.  There  may  have  been  another  one? — A.  I  don't  think  it  applied  to  No.  3 
alone. 

Q.  Well  now,  Mr.  Lane,  if  you  think  it  didn't  I  would  like  you  at  a  later  stage 
to  look  through  them  again  to  satisfy  your  mind;  there  may  have  been  another; 
but  there  was  no  other  booth  in  the  town  of  Groderich  in  which  there  was  absent  a 
ballot  on  which  was  the  endorsement  fu'ofessing  to  be  the  number  given  to  the 
deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Just  calling  your  attention  to  that  ballot  don't  you  believe — this  I  state 
comes  from  No.  3?— A.  I  don't  know  whether  it  comes  from  No.  3. 

Q.  I  am  telling  you  that  there  is  evidence  that  that  was  picked  up  on  the  floor 
of  No.  3  poll,  and  I  also  state  to  you  that  there  is  no  ballot  in  No.  3  now  that  has  a 
record  of  the  ballots  supplied  to  No.  3 ;  I  tell  you  that  as  a  fact  in  evidence  ;  bearing 
that  in  mind  have  you  any  knowledge  if  that  was  a  record  of  the  number  of  ballots 

fiven  the  deputy  returning  officer  in  G-oderich  No.  3? — A.  Well,  as  for  that  question 
cannot  give  anv  information,  I  swear  to  facts  I  would  be  positive  of  and  being 
under  oath  I  don  t  think  I  would  be  justified  in  expressing  an  opinion. 

Q.  But  bearing  this  in  mind,  you  are  the  gentleman  who  helped  or  assisted  in 
sending  these  out — and  I  don't  dispute  that  you  did. your  duty;  I  don't  insinuate 
anything — but  from  the  fact  that  you  sent  these  out  and  there  is  no  record  now  of 
the  number  of  ballots  supplied  to  No.  3;  do  you  from  the  fact  of  the  writing  on  this 
ballot  consider  that  it  is  a  record  of  the  number  of  ballots  professed  to  be  given  to 
Goderich  No.  3  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  think  that ;  this  piece,  to  niy  mind,  might  be 
hrought  there  from  No.  4  although  found  on  the  ground  in  No.  3. 

Q.  Suppose  there  is  in  No.  4  return,  as  there  is,  the  ballot  showing  the  number 
purporting  to  be  given  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  of  that  poll,  would  you  still 
think  that  possibly  contained  the  number  of  ballots  given  to  Goderich  No.  3,  which, 
as  the  evidence  shows,  was  picked  up  on  the  floor  of  No.  3? — A.  I  would  not  under- 
take to  say  that  came  from  No.  3,  no. 
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Q.  Well,  we  are  wasting  time,  I  will  ask  you  to  go  throagh  the  town  of  Goderich 
and  see  if  there  is  not  a  ballot  purporting  to  give  the  number  of  ballots  supplied  in 
each  case  but  this  one. 

By  Mr.  Sifton  ; 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  handwriting  on  the  back  of  that  paper? — A.  No,  1  do  not. 

Q.  Don't  recognize  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Ever  remember  seeing  it  before? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  that  piece  of  paper 
before. 

Q.  You  don't  recognize  it? — A.  No,  I  would  not  recognize  it. 

Q.  I  am  showing  you  these  pieces  pasted  together  with  writing  on  and  ask  you 
if  you  ever  remember  seeing  that  paper,  the  paper  with  the  writing  on? — A.  No,  bir, 
I  never  saw  il  before  to  my  knowledge. 

Q   You  don't  recognize  the  hardwriting? — A.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr,  Sands  writing,  the  returning  officer's? — A.  Well,  fairly 
well. 

Q.  You  identify  that  as  A£r.  Sands  writing? — A.  No,  I  would  not  identify  it  as 
Lis  writing. 

Q.  Is  it  yours? — A.  No,  it  is  not  mine,  I  can  swear  it  is  not  mine  but  farther 
than  that  I  could  not  make  any  statement. 

Q.  Now,  I  just  want  to  unk  you  a  few  questions  about  these  ballots — ^I  am  not 
sure  i  caughi  the  drift  of  all  your  answers  to  Mr.  Powell — ^you  and  Mr.  Sands  made 
up  the  packets  and  sent  them  to  the  deputy  returning  officers,  is  that  right? — ^A. 
Well,  we  did  not  make  up  the  packages,  we  just  took  the  packages  as  we  received 
them  from  the  printer's  office. 

Q.  £ut  you  took  the  packages  and  sent  them  to  the  deputy  returning  officers  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Thej'  were  put  in  the  boxes  I  presume? — A.  Put  in  the  boxes. 

Q.  And  would  you  for  instance  in  one  of  these  polls  make  up  a  pa  'kage  of  what 
you  conceived  to  be  a  packet  of  200  ballots — as  you  did  in  No.  2 — how  did  you 
arrive  at  the  conclusion  you  were  putting  200  ballots  in  that  box  ? — A.  Well 

Q.  Whjit  I  want  to  know  is  did  you  count  the  ballots? — A.  No;  I  think  we 
<H)unted  three  packages. 

Q.  Out  of  the  whole  lot?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  Do  you  know  which  ones  they  were  ? — A.  No,  we  just  took  them  at  random. 

Q.  Have  you  any  way  of  identifying  the  polls  in  respect  of  which  you  counted 
the  ballots  ? — A.  No,  I  have  not. 

Q.  Have  you  any  means  of  finding  out  the  polls  in  respect  of  which  you  counted 
the  bullotfe  7 — A.  No,  1  could  not. 

Q.  You  could  not  identify  them  ? — A.  No,  I  could  not  identify  them, 

Q.  Was  it  the  first  three'sets  of  ballots  you  made  up  for  the  deputy  returning 
officers  that  yon  counted  ? — A.  I  oan't  say.  The  ballots  were  all  brought  over  and 
put  on  a  large  table,  and  to  the  best  of  my  recollection  Mr.  Sands  took  up  some  pack- 
ages of  ballots  and  I  took  up  a  package  of  ballots  just  at  random,  and  Mr.  Sands  Wiks 
satisfied  from  his  count  that  the  printer  had  labelled  the  package  correctly,  I  was 
satisfied  from  my  count  that'  the  printer  had  labelled  the  package  I  had  taken  up 
correctly. 

Q.  Then  you  did  not  count  these  ballots  in  making  up  the  package  for  any  poll? 
— A.  No. 

Q.  You  just  tested  a  couple  of  packages  ? — A.  A  couple  of  the  packages  the 
printer  sent  over. 

Q.  So  you  did  not  make  an  accurate  count  of  the  ballots  sent  to  any  poll  ? — A. 
So  I  can't  swear  we  made  a  correct  count  of  the  ballots  sent  to  any  particular  pc^ 

Q.  So  the  result  of  your  evidence  is  you  practically  trusted  to  the  accuracy  of 
the  printer's  counting? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  That  the  packages  contained  a  certain  number  ? — A.  We  sent  in  the  number 
we  wanted  for  each  polling  subdivision  and  when  the  ballots  were  printed  and  sent 
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back  on  the  back  of  the  ballots  they  contained,  they  were  labeled  say  No.  1  or  5,  so 
many  ballots  in  that  package,  that  is  all  abont  that. 

Q.  YoQ  jn:*t  took  the  packages  as  they  were  ? — A.  As  they  were. 

Q.  And  these  numbers  of  the  ballots  purporting  to  be  sent  out  are  simply  taken 
from  the  printer's  memorandam  on  the  back? — A.  That  is  it. 

Q.  You  are  sure  abont  that  ? — A.  Ye?». 

Q.  That  the  number  the  official  papers  show  to  have  been  sent  out  are  simply 
taken  from  the  printer's  mark  on  the  back  ? — A.  Well 

Q.  You  simply  put  down  you  say,  to  Ashdeld  No.  1,  you  packed  the  package 
that  came  from  the  printer  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  had  on  the  back  of  it  so  many? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  yon  ju>*t  took  that  number  and  put  it  down  as  the  number  you  were 
sending  to  that  poll  ? — A.  There  is  a  little  something  behind  that.  On  a  piece  of 
foolscap  paper  Mr.  Sands  and  I  ventured  to  make  up  a  list  of  the  number  of  ballots 
required  for  each  subdivision.  That  is  when  we  got  the  ballots  for  the  printer. 
Here  is  seven  packages  for  Goderich  town  we  will  say.  Well,  Mr.  Sands,  we  would 
peep  at  the  packages  and  they  were  marked  on  the  back,  thus,  '*  200,  100," 

Q.  That  is  the  printer's  label  ? — A.  Yes,  and  we  compared  it  with  the  list  we 
had  previously  made  for  the  printer's  guidance.    That  is  all  I  know  about  it. 

Q.  Then  you  just  took  them  on  this  memorandum.  Then  you  have  nO  means  of 
saying  whether  the  number  that  you  stated  to  be  sent  out,  your  official  list  was  cor- 
rect or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  as  poll  clerk  before  ? — A.  As  election  clerk  ? 

Q.  As  election  clerk  before? — A.  1  did  once. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  had  oocai^ion  in  your  experience  to  know  whether  printers 
in  printing  these  papers  are  accurate  in  the  number:^  they  send  in?  I  am  asking 
yoo  as  to  your  own  experience? — A.  No,  because  I  did  not  know  whether  it  was 
cuHtomary  in  other  places,  but  I  acted  as  election  clerk  on  two  occasions  and  on 
neither  of  these  two  occasions  were  the  packages  of  ballots  counted  after  they  came 
from  the  pnnter's  office. 

Q.  That  was  on  two  sepai*ate  occasions  when  you  acted  as  election  clerk? — A. 
Yes,  the  ballots  were  not  counted  but  it  was  entrusted  to  the  printer  to  put  in  the 
ballots  he  was  asked  to  put  in. 

Q.  Then  the  result  of  your  statement  in  regard  to  this  matter  is  that  you  trusted 
to  the  printer's  count  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  this  qualification  that  you  counted  a  couple  of  the  blocks? — A.  1 
counted  one  and  Mr.  Sands  counted  one. 

Q.  You  counted  one  and  Mr.  Sands  counted  one  ? — A.  And  which  one  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Did  yqu  say,  Mr.  Lane,  that  both  you  and  Mr.  Sands  found  the  packages 
which  you  counted  to  exactly  correspond  with  the  number? — A.  I  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Eumll : 

Q.  They  were  the  exact  number  of  ballots  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
they  were. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  knowledge  in  the  package  you  counted? — ^A.  Yes,  to  the 
best  of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  I  asked  him  if  the  package  which  he  counted  contained  the  exact  number 
which  the  memo,  on  the  back  showed  ought  to  have  been  there? — A.  Well,  ray 
answer  to  that  is  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  did  because  we  tested  it  for  that 
reason,  Mr.  Sands  and  myself.  If  there  had  been  a  great  difference  in  our  count 
compared  with  the  printer's  counting,  the  chances  are  we  would  have  gone  over 
eveiy  package.    That  was  our  intention,  I  think. 

Q.  And  your  reason  for  thinking  that  the  number  was  the  same,  is  that  you 
would  have  proceeded  with  the  count  had  there  been  a  wide  difference? — A.  I  think 
we  would. 

Q.  Yon  would  have  proceeded  generally  if  there  had  been  a  difference  of  four  or 
five? — A.  Well,  perhaps  not.  1  would  not  like  to  say.  We  were  crowded  for  time 
and  everything  was  in  a  rush. 
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Q.  Yoar  mind  waa  DOt  impreBsed  with  the  idea  that  there  was  any  saoh  differ* 
ence  as  called  for  yoar  and  Mr.  Sands  counting  the  ballots  ?—  A.  I  think  there  might 
be  a  variation  of  1  or  2  or  3  in  a  few  packages  here  and  there. 

Q.  Did  you  have  anything  to  do  with  the  selection  of  depaty  retaming  officers, 
Mr.  LAne? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  selection  ? — A.  None  whatever. 

Q.  Who  selected  the  deputies  ? — A.  Well,  so  far  aH  I  know,  Mr.  Sands. 

Q.  Mi*.  Sands?— a.  Of  course  I  might  say  that  perhaps  Mr.  Sands  would  men- 
tion who  he  was  going  to  appoint  but  Mr.  Sands  had  full  control  so  far  as  I  know 
of  appointing  these  deputioH. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  you  understand,  Mr.  Lane,  that  the  deputy  returning  officers  had  to 
account  for  the  numr^er  of  ballots  actually  received  by  them  respectively  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  think  it  made  any  difference  as  to  knowing  the  number  you  had 
sent  out  to  them  ? — A.  I  didn't  think  that  it  made  any  very  great  difference  while 
we  would  like  to  know  that  we  were  sending  about  the  right  number. 

Q.  Well,  how  could  you  chock  your  return  if  you  did  not  know  how  many  were 
sent  out  ? — A.  They  have  to  account  for  qvqvj  ballot  they  receive. 

Q.  And  they  swear  to  it  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  How  could  you  check  them  in  any  way  unless  you  knew  how  many  were 
sent? — A..  Well  wo  were  never  asked  to  check  them  as  far  an  I  understand  it. 

Q.  Do  you  think  it  made  any  difference  as  to  the  knowledge  of  the  number  of 
ballots  ?— A.  I  do  not  think  any  material  difference.  I  do  not  see  anything  in  the 
return  to  say  that  the  returning  officer  shall  make  a  statement  of  the  number  he 
sent  out. 

Q.  Is  it  your  view  he  could  send  out  a  package  of  200  marked  150  ? — A,  Oh,  no. 

Q.  You  would  not  think  that? — A.  I  would  think  that  that  would  be  an 
extreme  thing  to  do. 

Q.  Don't  you  see  if  you  sent  out  160  ballots  marked  180  and  kept  no  cheque 
that  the  deputy  returning  officer  might  make  an  improper  uhc  or  some  person  might 
make  an  improper  use  of  the  30  and  you  not  be  any  the  wiser? — A.  Of  course  any 
person  would. 

Q.  And  do  you  mean  to  say  you  would  send  a  package  marked  200  when  it 
actually  contained  250  ? — A.  I  mean  to  say  this,  we  didn't  count  them. 

Q.  You  counted  some  of  them  ? — A.  We  counted  two. 

Q.  Just  two? — A.  That  is  as  far  an  I  can  remember. 

Q.  And  you  say  there  was  or  was  not  any  variation  in  those  you  counted  ? — A. 
To  the  best  of  my  belief  it  satisfied  Mr.  Sands  and  myself  that  the  printer's  number 
on  the  back  was  a  correct  number. 

Q.  You  were  satisfied  of  ihem?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  as  for  the  rest  you  relied  on  the  numbers  which  the  printers  had 
'  endorsed  on  the  back  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  have  looked  on  the  writing  on  that  torn  ballot  which  was  shown  you, 
haven't  you? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  compared  it  with  the  writing  on  other  blocks? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  wi^h  you  would  look  at  it  and  compare  it  and  tell  me  whether  or  not  you 
believe  it  to  be  the  same  writing? 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Britton. 

Q.  For  example  take  exhibit  19-3.  Now  on  the  back  of  exhibit  19-3  you  see 
these  words,  No.  7  Goderich,  150,  don't  you?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  you  have  no  doubt  that  that  is  the  printer's  memo  ? — A.  Well, 
I  suppose  it  is. 

Q.  Have  you  any  doubt  about  that? — A.  No. 

Q.  No  doubt  about  that? — A.  I  have  no  doubt. 

Q.  Well,  tell  us  whether  or  not  you  would  take  that  to  be  the  same  writingT— 
A,  Well,  I  can't  say. 
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Q.  Will  you  look  at  the  two  "  G'b."  Don't  the  two  "  G's  "  resemble  each  other  ? 
—A.  They  do. 

Q.  Will  you  look  at  the  "  D."  Don't  the  two  "  D's  '*  resemble  each  other  ?— A. 
Not  bO  much  as  the  capitals  do. 

Q.  They  are  a  good  deal  alike  in  a  general  way  ? — A.  I  think  there  is  a  wide 
diffeieDce  between  this  one  and  this  one.  This  one  is  closed  at  the  top,  this  one  is 
not.     This  one  is  a  lighter  made  letter,  so  that  the  **  D  "  is  widely  different. 

Q.  So  widely  that  you  would  not  think  they  were  made  by  the  same  person  ? — 
A.  Well,  I  could  not  express  an  opinion. 

Q.  You  could  not  express  an  opinion  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Now,  you  say  there  were  two  previous  election  cases  in  which  you  sent  out 
ballots  in  the  same  way  depending  on  the  accuracy  of  the  printer's  memorandum? — 
A.  One. 

Q.  I  thought  you  told  us  two? — A.  Well  then  I  was  asked  the  question  how 
often  I  had  acted  as  election  clerk. 

Q.  You  were  including  this  case? — A.  I  was  including  this  case. 

Q.  On  one  previous  occasion  you  had  been  elected  clerk,  and  had  depended  on 
the  printer  in  the  same  way? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  check  on  the  printers,  though, 
I  might  have  stated  it  was  in  the  provincial  election  I  acted. 

Q.  It  was  in  a  provincial  election  was  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  year  was  it  ? — A    It  would  be— 

Q.  Oh,  about? — A.  Well  it  was  the  last  general. 

Q.  The  last  general  provincial  election.  That  would  be  the  spring  of  *98.  Did 
you  have  any  check  on  the  printer  in  this  case? — A.  There  is  the  numbered  ballot. 

Q.  What  check  did  you  have  ? — A.  The  ballots  had  to  run  consecutively.  If 
the  printer  ]>ut  in,  say,  200  as  the  first  ballot  it  has  to  run  right  through  and  the 
last  ballot  would  give  you  the  number  of  the  package. 

Q.  In  that  case  the  numbers  were  consecutive  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  that  check  that  you  didn't  have  here? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Flint : 

Q.  Is  there  any  way  in  which  you  can  fill  up  this  blank  of  polling  section  No. 
3,  Goderich  town.  If  you  arc  going  to  look  over  this  for  any  purpose,  if  you  can 
see  any  way  of  filling  that  blank  lo  the  best  of  your  ability,  how  many  purported  to 
be  sent  out  and  how  many  were  reported,  it  would  make  this  statement  complete  ? 
— ^A.  The  only  way  I  could  do  that  would  be,  of  course,  to  a  great  extent,  a  guess, 
but  if  I  knew  the  number  of  voters  in  that  division.  Now  Mr.  Sands  and  I  sat  down 
f.nd  we  arranged  the  matter  something  like  this.  Say  there  is  122  voters  in  that 
division  ;  well.  Sands  would  say  we  had  better  get  150  ballots  for  that  division,  or 
if  there  was  135  votes,  say,  in  that  division,  perhaps  he  would  still  think  150  ballots 
sufficient. 

Q.  You  don't  know  how  many  voters  there  were  in  any  division  in  G-oderich 
town  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  How  many  voters  on  the  list,  that  is,  the  voters'  list  for  Goderich  town  ? 
(liist  produced).  How  many  votes  are  on  the  list,  that  is  the  list  you  might  say? 
—A.  Ye». 

Q.  Well,  there  appears  there  ? — A.  161,  ain't  it,  is  that  right  ? 

Q.  Yes?--A.  161. 

Q.  Well,  taking  that  voters'  list  as  a  guide  having  reference  to  what  you  have 
said,  how  many  ballots  do  you  think  were  there  ? — A.  Well,  I  don*t  think  we  would 
get  it  that  close  to  be  under  175.  That  would  only  leavo  about  14  or  15  ballots  to 
spare.  If  we  passed  175  I  think  we  would  put  in  200  lo  the  best  of  my  knowledge. 
We  never  put  In  less  than  100  or  75, 1  think,  was  put  in  one  division,  75,  100,  125, 
150,  175  or  200.    I  think  that  is  about  the  way  it  went. 

Q.  And  you  think  you  sent  200? — A.  If  this  division  contains  161  voters  I  don't 
think  Mr.  Sands  would  cut  it  so  close  to  say  175  was  sufficient.  I  think  he  would 
put  in  200. 
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Q.  How  many  ballots  turned  oat  as  aoconnted  for  in  that  section  ?  Have  yoa 
any  way  of  getting  at  that?  Polling  section  !No.  3, 1  think,  178  is  what  we  find 
there.  Do  you  remember  finding  that,  178  were  accounted  for  in  polling  section  3? 
— A.  It  iR  on  that  paper. 

Q.  We  had  it  down  that  way  ? — A.  If  that  is  on  the  paper,  that  is  why  I 
believe  it. 

Q.  That  would  mean,  that  paper  shows,  that  200  were  sent  to  that  section  and 
178  accounted  for? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  would  be  substantially  the  same  as  No.  2,  200  sent  out  and  179 
accounted  for  ? — (No  answer.) 

By  Mr,  Britton  : 

Q.  Do  I  understand  from  your  evidence  that  there  were  only  two  occasions  on 
which  you  hud  anything  to  do  about  seeing  about  the  number  of  ballots  for  each 
division,  one  when  you  estimated  for  the  printer,  and  the  other  when  the  distribu- 
tion was  made  to  the  officers  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  you  distributed  them  to  the  officers  would  you  have  anything  to  do 
with  them  when  they  came  back  to  check  them? — A.  Thoy  didn't  come  back  to  me; 
Mr.  Sands  had  no  authority  as  we  understood  it — we  just  depended  on  the  poll  book 
on  the  statement  there ;  we  saw  nothing  else. 

Q.  It  is  the  deputy  returning  officer  that  has  to  account  for  them  and  you  have 
nothing  to  do  with  checking  them? — A.  We  never  saw  them  to  check  them. 

Q.  They  were  under  seal  ? — A.  Yes,  we  never  saw  them. 

Q.  So  vou  could  not  check  thom  ? — ^A.  That  is  what  Mr.  Sands  and  I  discussed; 
we  hud  uotning  to  do  with  the  number  sent  out,  we  can't  check  thom  when  they 
come  back. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say,  Mr.  Lane,  that  yon  could  not  check  them  with  the 
sworn  return  in  each  of  the  poll  books  which  came  back  fi*om  the  res)>ective  deputy 
returning  officers  ? — A.  Well,  that  might  be  a  partial  check,  but  you  cannot  go  at 
each  lot  and  check  them  when  they  are  under  seal. 

Q.  I  am  not  talking  about  checking  it  with  the  returns  sealed  up,  but  checking 
it  with  the  returns  in  each  of  the  poll  books,  you  could  do  that? — A.  Oh,  I  suppose 
you  could. 

Witness  withdrew. 

The  committee  rose  until  4  p.m. 


4  p.m.    The  committee  resumed. 
J.  E.  Bbtdqes  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  ihe  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Brydges  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  held  in  Februaiy  lust  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  T — A- 
Well.  I  am  a  comparative  stranger  and  I  don't  know  everybody. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  man  who  gave  you  the  ballot  paper  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  Mr. 
Farr. 

Q.  Mr.  James  Farr?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  voted  at  the  town  hall  in  Goderioh  did  you  ? — A.  1  did. 

Q.  Yes,  and  did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  two  of 
them. 

Q.  You  re()eived  two  from  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  bat  I  understood  it  was  a  mistake 
and  I  gave  him  one  back, 

Q.  You  received  two  from  him  and  gave  him  one  back.  Did  you  mark  the 
ballot  paper  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  FoT  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Mr.  MoLean. 

Q.  Eobert  McLean  ?    What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  McLean's. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  kind  of  a  place  you  pat  yoar  cross  in  ? — A.  Eight 
opposite  bis  name. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  on  the  ballot  opposite  his 
name  for  the  purpose  of  putting  your  cross  ? — ^JL  No,  I  don't  know  that  I  took 
Dotice. 

Q.  You  don't  remember.  Well,  after  marking  your  ballot  and  folding  it,  what 
did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  yoa  put  it  in  yourself,  or  hand  it  to  the  deputy  returning  ofScer  ?— A. 
I  think  we  both  done  it.    I  think  we  both  put  it  in. 

Q.  You  assisted  to  put  it  in  ? — A.  Yes,  it  went  in. 

Q.  It  went  in  all  right  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  tore  any  stub  or  counterfoil  off  it,  or  whether 
there  was- a  stub  or  counterfoil  on  it  when  you  got  it  from  him? — A.  I  don't  just 
remember. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  white  spot  on  it  like  that  when  you 
got  it  from  him? — A.  Like  this  here  ? 

Q^  Yes.  Was  it  a  thing  like  that,  a  little  longer  than  that,  or  don't  you  remem- 
ber ? — A.  I  don't  remember ;  I  didn't  take  particular  notice  to  the 

£y  Mr,  Siftan  : 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  kind  of  ballot  you  voted  on,  Mr.  Brydges,  was  it  like 
that  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  like  that. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  ? — A.  Yes,  pretty  sure. 

Q.  Do  yoa  think  you  would  have  known  what  kind  of  a  ballot  it  was  if  you 
hadn*t  been  shown  this  ? — A.  Well,  I  don't  know  as  I  could  have  explained  it. 

Q.  Then  your  recollection  of  the  ballot  arises  from  the  fact  that  Mr.  Boi*den 
showed  you  this  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  would  not  have  recollected  it  if  you  hadn't  seen  it  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  don't 
know  as  I  would.     I  don't  know  as  I  could  have  explained  it  anyhow. 

Q.  You  remember  going  into  the  polling  booth  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  don't  mean  to  say  whether  you  went  in  or  not,  but  do  you  remember  going 
in  ?— A.  I  do. 

Q.  Docs  your  mind  go  back  to  the  time  you  went  in  ? — A.  I  remember 
going  in. 

Q.  And  you  remember  marking  your  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  do  you  remember  when  you  went  to  mark  your  ballot  whether  Mr. 
McLean's  name  was  at  the  top  or  the  bottom  of  the  ballot  ? — A.  Oh,  I  would  not 
say. 

Q.  You  would  not  say.  As  a  matter  of  fact  do  you  know  whether  it  was  at  the 
top  or  the  bottom  ? — A.  I  know  both  names  were  there. 

Q.  What  ? — A.  I  know  both  names  were  on  it. 

Q.  But  you  don't  know  which  was  on  top  ? — A.  I  don't  know  it  makes  much 
difference. 

Q.  You  think  it  doesn't  make  much  difference  which  was  on  top,  and  not  know- 
ing which  was  on  top,  you  would  not  know  whether  you  put  your  cross  above  or 
below  ? — A.  I  know  I  put  my  cross  at  the  end  of  one  of  tne  names. 

Q.  You  put  your  cross  at  the  end  of  one  of  the  names,  but  yoa  don't  remember 
whether  it  was  above  or  below  ? — A.  I  would  not  say  that. 
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Q.  You  would  not  say  that ;  now  would  you  be  prepared  to  swear  positively 
that  you  didn't  make  a  mistake  and  get  your  cross  at  the  wrong  place  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  sure  about  that? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Saying  you  are  sure  about  that  you  mean  you  ai*e  sure  you  put  your  cross 
opposite  the  name  o^the  Uian  you  intended  to  vote  for? — A.  The  man  I  voted  for, 
yes. 

Q.  You  recollect  putting  it  there  do  you  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  how  the  ballot  looked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  were  making  your  mark  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  1  don't  want  you  to  say  whether  you  did  it  or  not.  I  know  you  think  you 
did  but  does  your  mind  go  back  to  see  that  you  put  your  mark  there  in  the  right 
place.  Yery  intelligent  men  make  mistakes  sometimes? — A.  We  are  all  liable  to 
make  mistakes. 

Q.  So  you  think  you  put  yours  in  the  right  place? — ^A.  The  place  I  intended. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Goderich,  Mr.  Brydges? — A.  Oh,  nearly  four 
years. 

Q.  And  were  you  taking  an  active  part  in  that  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  a  man  of  pronounced  politics.  Do  people  know  how  you  vote  ? — 
A.  No,  they  don't  generally  know. 

Q.  I  don't  mean  anything  offensive,  some  men  are  known  to  be  of  strong  poli- 
tical opinions,  but  others  are  not.  If  a  man  is  known  to  be  of  strong  political 
opinions  people  know  how  he  will  vote.  What  I  wanted  to  know  is  whether  you 
are  known  there  as  a  strong  Conservative? — ^A.  Well,  you  better  ask  the  people. 

Q,  You  are  not  prepared  to  say  whether  your  political  opinions  are  well  known 
or  not  ?  There  is  no  harm  in  it;  you  have  as  much  right  to  have  politicals  opinions 
as  anybody  else  you  know.  Where  you  canvassed  for  your  vote  Mr.  Brydges,  did 
anybody  a^k  you  to  vote  for  Holmes  or  McLean  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  being  canvassed  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  There  were  committees  working  I  suppose  on  behalf  of  both  candidates? — 
A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  But  you  were  not  canvassed  by  any  of  them  ? — A.  Not  particularly. 

Q.  You  know  what  I  mean ;  did  any  body  ask  you,  not  Mr.  Holmes  only  or  Mr. 
McLean  only,  but  did  anybody  ask  you  to  vote  ? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that.    You  don't  remember  what  was  done? — A.  No. 

Q.  So  you  went  to  the  poll  alone  ? — A.  Yes,  the  very  fii'st  opportunity. 

Q.  You  voted  early  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  nobody  took  you  to  the  poll  ? — A.  No,  I  would  not  let  them  do  that. 

Q.  You  went  there  alone  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  walked  I  suppose  ? — A.  Well  I  guess  I  run  a  little  ways. 

Q.  I  mean  you  didn't  drive.     Nobody  drove  you  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  voted  early  ? — A.  T  did. 

Q.  At  what  time  ? — A.  I  didn't  take  down  the  time. 

Q.  Now,  don't  try  to  be  clever  at  my  expense,  we  will  get  on  much  faster  and 
you  will  get  away  sooner,  if  you  just  answer  what  I  ask  you  about  what  time  did 
you  vote? — A.  Soon  after  nine,  soon  after  the  poll  was  opened. 

Q.  You  presented  your&elf  to  vote  in  the  usual  way? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  got  a  ballot  paper  from  Mr.  Parr,  the  deputy  returning  officer? — ^A, 
Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  said,  did  you  not,  that  you  got  two  ballots  from  him? — A.  Yes,  I  got 
both  together. 

Q.  How  did  that  happen  ? — A.  1  expect  it  was  a  mistake. 

Q.  1  suppose  when  he  was  tearing  them  off  he  tore  off  two  ? — A.  Two  at  once. 

Q.  Tore  off  two,  and  when  he  folded  them  he  folded  the  two  together? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Folded  them  just  as  though  they  were  one  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  handed  them  to  you  and  you  gave  them  back  to  him  ? — A.  On©  (A 
them. 

Q.  That  would  be  the  outside  one  of  them  ? — A.  Yes. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  447 

Q.  And  when  did  you  notice  that  there  were  two  ballots  ? — A.  When  I  was 
marking. 

Q.  When  you  went  into  the  poll  ? — A.  I  didn't  go  into  any  poll,  it  was  in  the 
same  room. 

Q.  Into  the  compartment  provided  for  voters  marking  their  ballots  in? — A.  It 
was  all  in  one  room. 

Q.  Was  there  not  a  curtain  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  there  no  separate  compartment  ? — A.  No,  there  was  a  little  rail. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  the  place  where  you  marked  your  ballot  was  not 
separated  by  a  door  or  a  curtain  from  the  deputy  returning  officer's  place  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  ?— A.  It  waH  not. 

Q.  Was  there  any  such  place  provided  ? — A.  No,  sir,  there  was  a  place  there 
but  it  was 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  mark  your  ballot? — A.  Bight  in  the  room  where  they 
all  were. 

Q.  There  was  a  table  provided? — A,  There  was  a  kind  of  desk. 

Q.  Now,  this  is  a  sketch  which  was  verified  by  some  of  those  who  were  there 
and  it  is  said  that  it  is  a  sketch — that  this  is  the  door,  the  entrance? — A.  Yes,  that 
is  the  entrance. 

Q.  The  deputy  returning  officer  was  here  ? — A.  No,  he  was  sitting  about  here. 

Q.  Your  recollection  is  he  was  sitting  about  here  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  This  represents  the  rail  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  the  deputy  returning  officer  sitting  up  behind  this  rail? — A.  That 
is  the  mayor*s  seat. 

ByMr.Sifton: 

Q.  Wasn't  the  deputy  returning  officer  there  ? — A.  No,  he  was  here. 

Q.  Where  was  the  ballot  box  ? — A.  About  there. 

Q.  On  the  table?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  not  on  this  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  not  on  this  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  on  a  separate  table  when  you  were  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  you  mark  your  ballot? — A.  On  the  table  behind  this  rail. 

Q.  You  went  behind  the  rail  to  the  table  ? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  table  here 
some  place. 

Q.  You  marked  your  ballot  on  that  table,  did  you? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  Where  did  you  get  the  pencil  to  mark  your  ballot  ? — A.  There. 

Q.  Then,  where  you  went  to  mark  your  ballot  there  was  a  pencil  provided  ? — 
A.  There  was. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  swear  you  didn't  go  in  that  room  to  mark  your  ballot?—^. 
I  will. 

Q.  You  swear  there  was  a  pencil  provided  on  that  table? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  At  which  you  marked  your  ballot  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  go  into  any  separate  apartment? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  you  went  to  that  place  you  found  a  pencil  there  and  proceeded  to  mark 
the  ballot?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  opened  it  out  for  that  purpose? — A.  The  ballot  out  ? 

Q.  Yes?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  discovered  there  were  two  ballots  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Didn't  dincover  it  till  then? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  you  do  ? — A.  Marked  one  and  gave  him  the  other  back. 

Q.  Which  one  did  you  mark  ? — A.  I  marked  one  of  them. 

Q.  Which  one  ? — A.  I  can't  say  which  one. 

Q.  You  can't  say? — A.  I  think  it  was  the  one  with  his  initials  on. 

Q.  How  did  you  know,  did  you  look  ? — A.  Well,  I  think 
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Q.  I  don't  want  what  you  think,  what  do  you  remember  ? — A.  As  far  as  I 
remember  I  marked  the  one  with  his  initials. 

Q.  Why  do  you  say  that  ? — A.  Most  natural  for  me  to  do  that. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — ^A,  I  think 

Q.  I  don't  want  you  to  think,  do  you  remember  examining  either  of  them  to 
see  if  the  initial  was  on  and  do  vou  remember  ? — A.  I  think  most  likely. 

Q.  I  don't  want  to  know  wnat  was  likely. — A,  I  am  pretty  near  sensible  enough 
to  do  that. 

Q.  I  think  perhaps  you  had  better  answer  my  questions  properly;  do  you 
remember  marking  the  ballot  that  had  the  initials  on  it  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  you  decline  to  say  whether  you  did  or  not? — A.  I  say  I  think  1  did. 

Q.  Are  you  prepared  to  swear  that  you  did  ? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  say  you  are  prepared  to  swear,  you  are  not  sure  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Ave  you  sure  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Eh?— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  you  are  sure  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  That  is  all  you  can  say,  is  it  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  Then  what  did  you  do  with  that? — ^A.  After  I  marked  it? 

Q.  Yes  ?— A.  Well  it  got  into  the  box. 

Q.  fib  ?— A.  It  got  into  the  box. 

Q.  No,  that  is  not  what  you  did  ? — A.  Folded  it  up. 

Q.  You  folded  ihem  both  up  ?—  A.  No. 

Q.  No?— A.  Well 

Q.  You  folded  them  both  up  ? — A.  I  folded  the  one  I  marked. 

Q.  Well,  1  am  asking  you  wnat  you  did  next — I  would  recommend  you  to  answer 
the  question — ^you  first  folded  up  the  ballot  vou  had  marked,  is  that  correct?— A« 
Yes. 

Q.  Yes? — A.  I  put  it  in  the  ballot  box  and  handed  him  back  the  one  I  didn't 
mark. 

Q.  You  were  not  at  the  ballot  box  there  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then  you  went  up  to  where  the  ballot  box  was,  did  you  ? — ^A.  I  did. 

Q.  And  you  say  that  you  put  one  ballot  into  the  box  and  gave  the  other  one 
back? — A.  I  did.  . 

Q.  You  put  the  ballot  in  yourself  into  the  box? — A.  I  think  we  both  had  a hsLuf 
in  it. 

Q.  Now,  you  must  be  aware  that  it  is  not  the  proper  kind  of  answer  to  give 
when  under  oath  ;  you  just  answer,  when  you  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  did  you  put 
it  in  yourself? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Did  you  and  Mr.  Farr  jointly  put  it  in  the  box,  did  you  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Did  you  both  have  hold  of  the  ballot  when  it  was  going  in  ? — A.  I  went  to 
put  it  in  and  he  done  the  same  thing. 

Q.  You  what? — A.  I  went  to  put  it  in  and  he  done  the  same  thing  and  between 
the  both  of  us  we  got  it  in,  it  went  in  all  right. 

Q.  Well,  which  of  you  put  it  in  ? — A.  Both  of  us. 

Q.  From  whose  hand  did  that  ballot  pass  into  the  box,  yours  or  Farr's  ? — A.  I 
would  not  say  which. 

Q.  What  became  of  the  other  ballot,  you  gave  that  to  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  particular  notice  of  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  took  it  out  of  your  hand,  did  he  ? — A,  Yes,  sir,  he  took  it. 

Q.  You  are  abf«olutely  certain  that  your  ballot  you  marked  went  into  the  box? 
— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that  the  ballot  you  put  into  the  box  had  Farr'a  initials? — 
A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  that? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  I  don't  want  to  know  what  you  think,  will  you  swear  Farr's  initials  were  on 
that  ballot  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  Yes  or  no,  now  out  with  it  ?-^A.  Well,  I  won't  say  any  more  than  what  I 
said,  I  think  so. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


W£ST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  449 

Q.  But  are  you  sure  of  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Sare  enoagh  to  swear  to  it? — A.  Yes,  I  am  sure,  pretty  sure  that  it  was 
the  one  that  had  the  initials. 

Q.  Yon  were  pretty  sure  that  it  was  the  one  that  had  the  Initials  that  went  in ; 
did  you  see  the  initials  on  it? — A.  I  did,  saw  him  put  them  on. 

Q.  And  you  know  it  was  the  ballot  that  had  the  initials  on  that  got  into  the 
box  ? — A.  Pretty  sure  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  initials  when  the  ballot  was  being  put  in  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Bo  you  remember  seeing  thorn  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Yon  think  you  remember  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Are  you  sure  you  remember  it  ? — A.  Pretty  sure. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  peculiar  about  Parr's  condition  while  the  vote  was 
goin^  on? — A.  Well,  I  would  judge  he  was  a  little  the  worse  of  liquor. 

Q.  You  would  judge  he  was  the  worse  of  liquor? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  what  would  you  judge  that  ? — A.  Prom  his  actions. 

Q.  Prom  his  actions,  did  he  act  like  a  man  who  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Would  you  take  him  to  be  a  man  who  was  fit  and  competent  to  perform  the 
duties  of  returning  officer  there  ? — A.  I  would  not  care  to  put  him  there,  sir.     <  ^^ 

Q.  Not  the  kind  of  a  man  you  would  care  to  put  in  that  positisn  ? — A.  No,  I 
would  not  care  to  put  any  man  in  that  position  who  was  under  the  influence  of 
liquor. 

Q.  Well,  you  think  he  was  not  fit  to  perform  his  duties? — A.  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  that  the  fact  that  he  tore  these  two  ballots  off  instead  of  one,  was 
due  to  the  fact  of  his  being  in  liquor? — A.  Oh,  no,  I  would  not  say  that;  I  would 
say  he  tore  them  off  in  mistake. 

Q.  You  have  said  you  did  not  notice  the  fact  that  there  were  two  ballots  until 
you  got  to  where  you  were  to  mark  the  ballot? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  it  when  these  were  handed  to  you  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Didn't  notice  it  till  they  were  unfolded  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Are  you  able  to  remember  whether  the  ballots  were  stuck  together  or]^not 
when  you  unfolded  them? — A.  They  were  simply  together,  they  were^not  stuck. 

Q.  Didn't  show  any  sign  of  being  stuck  together  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  make  any  declaration  after  polling  as  to  how  you  voted  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  At  whose  request? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Mr.  McLean  personally  asked  you  to  do  it? — A.  Either  he  or  his  lawyer,  I 
would  not  be  sure  which. 

Q.  Who  would  the  lawyer  be  ? — A.  Mr.  Johnston. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  declaration  was  made  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  BjOW  long  after  the  election  ? — A.  Don't  know. 

Q.  A  week,  would  it  be  a  week  ? — A.  I  would  not  say. 

Q.  Would  it  be  two  weeks  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  you,  I  didn't  put  it  down. 

Q.  Three  weeks  ? — A.  Can  you  remember  everything  you 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  you  to  remember  anything,  you  cannot.  I  am  asking  you 
to  say  how  long  it  was  ? — A.  I  can't  toll  you. 

Q.  Have  vou  any  recollection  of  how  long  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  declaration  made  within  a  month  after  the  election  ? — A.  Can't  tell 
yon. 

Q.  Now,  you  are  on  your  oath,  you  know  ? — ^A.  I  know. 

Q.  And  you  can't  say  whether  it  was  within  a  month  or  not  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Kh  ?--A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Can  you  say  whether  it  was  within  two  months? — ^A.  J  would  not  tell  you 
— I  can't  tell  you  what  time  it  was. 

Q.  Can  you  say  it  was  within  two  months  of  the  election  you  made  this 
declaration? — A.  No. 

Q,  You  won't  swear  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Now,  you  know  perfectly  well  it  was  within  two  months? — A.  Perhaps  you 
think  so,  I  don't. 
2—29 
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Q.  Perhaps  you  say  it  was  within  two  months,  Iwit  yoa  don't  know  or  not?— 
A.  No,  I  don't  know. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  When  these  ballots  were  handed  to  yoa  did  they  have  a  counterfoil  on  them; 
I  don't  remember  whether  you  stated  that  ? — A.  Oh!  I  don't  jast  remember. 

Q.  j3o  fou  know  what  the  coanterfoils  are? — ^A.  A  little  extra  slip  of  paper. 

Q.  To  be  torn  off?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  would  remember  this  way,  was  anything  torn  off  when  you  put  one  in 
the  box;  you  remember  getting  a  ballot  and  going  off  and  marking  it  and  bringing 
it  and  the  other  back;  can  you  remember  it? — A.  Yes,  it  was  off. 

Q.  Off  before  you  handed  it  to  Mr.  Farr?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  in  that  case,  Mr.  Bridges,  they  would  not  have  a  counterfoil  ? — A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Were  they  both  in  the  same  form,  the  two  ballots? — A.  They  wei*e  both 
together. 

Q.  The  same  size  substantially  and  form,  and  folded  inside  one  another;  wae 
there  more  than  one  fold  or  not  when  you  opened  it  in  the  place  where  you  were  to 
mark  your  ballot  ? — A.  They  were  folded  together. 

QI  Had  they  more  than  one  crease  or  not? — A.  1  can't  say. 

Q.  Can't  remember? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  if  they  had  the  counterfoil  they  would  very  likely  be  folded  with  two 
creasen,  whereas  if  the  counterfoil  was  off  they  would  be  likely  to  be  handed  to  yoa 
in  one  crease?— A.  I  see. 

Q.  Now,  can  you  remember  whether  it  hai  the  piece  off  ?-~A.  I  think  it  had 
the  piece  off. 

Q.  Well,  we  will  take  the  piece  off,  you  think  it  was  like  that,  was  it  folded  ap 
like  that  or  more  than  that? — A.  Well,  I  ain't  prepared  to  say,  I  can't  remember. 

Q.  You  can't? — A.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice. 

Q.  Yon  didn't  notice  anyway  that  there  was  more  than  one  until  you  got  it 
there,  and  then  you  naturally  would  fold  it  out  that  way,  would  you  not  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  This  one  was  on  top.  There  was  the  name  of  Holmes  and  there  the  name 
of  McLean.  Would  you  not  naturally  mark  this  paper?— A,  No,  I  would  mark  the 
one  with  the  initials. 

Q.  How  do  you  know  that  one  hadn't  the  initials  on? — ^A.  Well,  I  don't 
expect  it  would. 

Q.  I  am  not  asking  what  you  thought  now  but  what  you  thought  at  the  time 
and  what  you  remember.  I  say,  when  yon  opened  it  out  you  would  see  a  ballot 
with  the  name  of  Holmes  there  and  McLean  there  ?  Would  you  not  naturally  put 
your  name  there? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Will  you  say  you  did  it? — ^A.  I  say  I  don't  think  I  did. 

Q,  I  am  asking  what  you  think  7 — A.  I  am  pretty  sure  I  would  not  put  it  on. 

Q.  Pretty  sure  you  would  not  do  it.  I  am  asking  your  impression  about  that 
at  the  time  and  not  your  present  impression  about  it? — A.  As  far  as  lean  remember 
I  marked  the  one  that  had  the  initials  on. 

Q,  And  which  was  that,  the  top  or  the  bottom  one  ? — A.  I  expect  it  would  be 
the  bottom. 

Q.  Did  you  look  for  the  initials  before  you  marked  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Then  you  must  remember  all  aboat  it.  Did  you  say  to  yourself,  **  I  must 
mark  the  one  with  the  initials  ?" — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  did? — A.  I  am  pretty  sure  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  doing  it  ? — ^A.  I  must  say  my  memory  is  not  very  large. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  doing  it  ? — A.  1  did  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  I  ask  you  again,  looking  for  the  one  with  the  initials 
before  you  undertook  to  mark  it? — A.  I  think  I  do  remember  it. 

Q.  You  think  you  remember  it.  But  surely  you  must  know  whethor  you 
remember  or  not.     You  either  do  remember  it  or  you  don't  remember.     Do  you 
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remember,  Mr.  Brydges,  now,  do  yoa  remember  or  do  70a  not  remember  when  you 
foand  these  two  ballots  there.  Do  70a  remember  huoting  between  them  or  looking, 
examining  them  for  the  pnrpose  of  finding  oat  which  nad  the  initials  in  order  to 
pat  your  mark  on  the  one  with  the  initials  f— A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  so?— A.  I  did  that. 

Q.  Yon  think  it  is  because  70U  ought  to  have  done  it  ?  Is  that  it? — A.  That  is 
one  reason. 

Q.  Yon  have  no  recollection  of  doing  it  ? — A.  As  fai*  as  I  recollect  that  is  what 
I  done. 

Q.  Do  70a  recollect  at  all  what  70a  did  ?  Do  70a  recollect  searching  for  the 
initials  on  one  or  other  of  those  ballots  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  You  surel7  did  not  or  70U  would  be  able  to  tell  me.  Wh7  don't  70U 
answer? — A.  Because  I  don't  want  to  positivel7  swear. 

Q.  You  don't  recollect  noticing  the  initials  ? — A.  Certainl7. 

Q.  You  have  no  independent  recollection  now  of  having  examined  these  ballots 
at  the  time  for  the  purpose  of  discovering  which  had  the  initials  and  which  had 
not.    That  is  correct,  isn't  it?— A.  J  ain't  perfect,  sir. 

Q.  I  am  not  saving  70U  are  perfect;  70U  will  be  absolutel7  perfect  if  70U  tell 
what  70a  know  and  don't  know  ? — A.  I  am  telling  70U  as  near  as  1  can. 

^  Nobod7  here  has  the  power  to  discipline  70U  in  an7  wa7  for  not  remember- 
m^.  You  have  a  perfect  right  to  remember  and  a  perfect  right  to  forget.  All  I  am 
asklDg  70U  is  if  70U  do  to  sa7  so  ?— A.  I  am  telling  70U  as  near  as  I  can. 

Q.  I  am  asking  70U  again,  have  70U  an7  independent  recollection  now,  apart 
altogether  from  70ur  thoughts  of  what  70U  should  have  done  or  might  naturall7 
have  done.  Have  you  an7  independent  recollection  in  7oar  mind  of  having  actuall7 
examined  these  ballots  for  the  purpose  of  finding  out  which  had  the  initials  before 
marking  it? — ^A.  I  certainl7  examined  it  and  marked  the  one  with  the  initials  on  it. 

Q.  You  have  now,  a  recollection  of  that ;  70U  couldn't  recollect  a  minute  ago.  ? 
— ^A.  No,  that  ain't  correct. 

Q.  You  do  recollect  now  the  fact  of  70ur  examining  for  his  initials  before  mark- 
ing that  ballot,  is  that  correct  ? — ^A.  As  near  as  I  can  remember. 

Q.  I  am  asking  70U  if  70U  do  remember? — A.  I  remember  seeing  the  initials 
there. 

Q.  I  daresa7.  What  I  am  asking  70a  is  whether  70U  examined  these  ballots 
to  see  which  had  the  initials  before  70U  put  7oar  mark  on  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  He  doesn't  answer  the  question,  and  I  wish  it  noted  ? — A.  I  don't  understand 
70U.  I  have  answered  the  question  several  times  now  and  I  don't  see  wh7  70U  asked 
me. 

Q.  I  sa7  70U  haven't  answered  me  ? — A.  I  8a7  most  certainl7  I  have. 

Q.  You  understand  me  p6rfectl7 1  think.  I  am  seeking  to  discover  whether  70U 
have  in  your  mind  at  this  moment  an7  independent  recollection  of  the  circumstance 
of  70ur  having  examined  these  ballots  to  see  which  had  the  initials  before  70U  put 
70ur  mark  ? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  I  am  asking  whether  70U  remember  that  circumstance  of  having  done  so  as 
a  matter  of  fact  and  an  actual  fact.  You  either  remember  it  or  don't  remember 
it.  You  are  not  bound  to  remember  it  in  the  least.  I  just  want  to  know  whether 
you  remember  it  or  not? — A.  Well,  as  far  as  I  remember. 

y.  I  am  asking  70U  now  whether  70U  do  remember  it  or  not  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  There  were  two  ballots  handed  to  70U  b7  the  presiding  officer.  You  are 
certain  about  that  ? — A.  Yes,  1  received  two  ballots. 

Q.  What  did  ho  do  with  the  other  ballot  which  70U  didn't  put  70ur  mark 
on  ? — A.  I  didn't  take  notice. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  whether  he  tore  it  up  and  threw  it  on  the  floor  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Or  whether  he  put  it  back  on  the  pad  ?  He  didn't  put  it  back  on  the  pad  ? — 
A.  I  don't  remember,  I  didn't  take  notice. 

Q.  And  70U  think  he  didn't  put  it  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  I  didn't  see  him. 

Q.  Was  he  drunk  enough  to  put  it  it  the  box? — A.  I  would  not  sa7. 
2-2^ 
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-Q.  He  was  pretty  drunk  ? — A.  No  he  wasn't.    I  don't  know  what  yon  mean  by 
drunk,  I  didn't  say  he  was  drunk.  t 

Q.  That  is  a  matter  of  opinion,  certainly  a  matter  of  degree.  You  thought  he 
was  not  in  a  fit  condition  to  take  the  poll  that  day? — A.  Yes,  I  certainly  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  knew  at  the  time  when  you  marked  your  ballot  that  the  one  that  was 
initialled  was  the  proper  one  to  mark,  did  you  not  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  as  I  understand,  taking  that  fact  into  consideration,  you  believe  you 
marked  the  one  that  was  initialled  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  You  spoke  of  voting  in  the  morning.  Is  your  name  J.  B.  Brydges  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  noticed  your  number  is  93  which  would  seem  to  indicate  that  you  voted 
in  the  afternoon.  I  want  you  to  refresh  a  recollection  about  that?  Do  you  re- 
collect about  that  now  whether  you  vot<^d  in  the  morning  or  the  afternoon  ?^*A.  I 
may  possibly  be  mistaken  there,  but  so  far  as  E  remember  I  went  there  first  thing 
in  the  morning. 

Q.  You  are  under  the  impression  you  voted  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  But  you  are  not  positively  sure  ? — A.  No,  it  may  have  been  some  other 
election  I  voted  in  the  morning.    I  made  a  mistake,  we  are  liable  to  make  mistakes. 

Q.  And  you  spoke  about  putting  your  mark  opposite  one  name  in  the  ballot  in 
answer  to  Mr.  Siflon.    Do  yon  know  in  which  one  of  the  disc  it  was  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — ^A.  McLean's. 

By  Mr.  Buuell: 

Q.  What  was  it  you  were  in  such  a  hurry  about  that  day  ? — A.  I  generally  try 
to  hustle  when  I  do  anything. 

Q.  Hustle,  you  generally  go  in  a  rush  from  one  place  to  another  ? — A.  Espe- 
cially when  there  is  nothing  in  it. 

Q.  When  there  is  nothing  in  it  you  generally  run  ? — A.  I  try  to  get  over  it. 

Q.  As  a  matter  offset  about  your  ordinary  business  you  run  ? — A.  Sometimes. 

Q.  You  are  a  hustler.  That  is  your  usual  habit  to  run  from  one  place  to 
another? — A,  No. 

Q.  You  must  have  been  in  a  special  hurry  that  day.  What  was  it  you  were 
in  a  hurry  about  ? — A.  To  get  it  over  and  get  back  to  my  work. 

Q.  That  is  ihe  only  explanation  you  have  of  running  to  the  polling  place? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  run  home  ? — ^A.  Bun  home. 

Q.  On  your  way  back  ? — A.  I  didn't  go  home. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  around  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go? — A.  Back  to  my  business. 

Q.  Did  you  run  back  ? — A.  I  don't  know  as  I  did. 

Q.  It  was  ail  over,  and  you  didn't  feel  you  had  to  run  back.  Did  you  or  did 
you  not,  when  Mr.  Sifton  asked  you  the  question,  say  you  had  run  back? — A.  I 
might  have  run  both  ways. 

Q.  Did  you  run  part  of  the  way  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Now,  did  you  run  back  too  ? — A.  Possibly. 

Q.  Did  you?— A.  Possibly. 

Q.  You  ran  one  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  think  the  polling  place  might  be  closed  before  you  got  there  ? — ^A. 
Oh,  no;  I  didn't  think  that  at  all. 

Q.  You  thought  you  had  plenty  of  time? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  was  it,  do  you  remember? — A.  Sometime 
before  the  poll  closed. 

Q.  About  an  hour  ? — A.  I  could  not  say  that. 

Q.  After  dinner?  It  was  after  dinner  and  before  the  poll  closed  ? — A.  It  seems 
it  was  after  dinner. 

Q.  It  seems  now  it  was  after  dinner  ? — A.  I  thought  it  was  in  the  morning. 
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Q.  It  seems  now  it  was  before  dinner.  Of  course  it  was ;  you  would  not  have 
run.  I  would  like  to  know  whether  you  mean,  as  you  told  Mr,  Sifton,  that  you 
really  ran  ? — A.  I  can't  see  that  it  makes  much  difference. 

Q.  I  don't  think  it  makes  any  difference.  1  want  to  see  how  you  answer  ques- 
tions. Mr.  Sifton  asked  you  how  you  got  there,  and  you  said  you  ran.  Did  you 
mean  that  as  a  smart  answer,  or  did  you  io  your  mind  believe  that  you  really  ran  ? 
—A.  Oh,  I  don't  pretend  to  be  smart.    I  try  to  hustle  once  in  a  while. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  convey  the  idea  to  us  as  a  matter  of  fact  that  you  did  run 
to  the  polling  place  ? — A.  I  think  I  did  run  part  of  the  way. 

Q.  And  that  is  what  you  meant  when  answering  Mr.  Sifton ;  you  thought  you 
had  run  part  of  the  way.    Is  that  correct  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  makes  you  think  that? — A.  I  remember  running. 

Q.  Then  it  was  not  a  hiatter  of  thinking;  you  remember  as  a  matter  of  fact 
jou  did  run.     Is  it  a  matter  of  fact  ? — A.  I  would  get  there  as  fast  as  I  could. 

Q.  Listen  to  me.    Do  you  remember  running  part  of  the  way?— A.  Yee. 

Q.  And  why  did  you  say  a  while  ago  you  never  ran  part  of  the  way  ?  Don't 
you  know  that  you  ran  part  of  the  way  ? — ^A.  I  remember  running  part  of  the  way. 

By  Mr,  Sifton  : 

Q.  Is  that  your  description,  wagon  maker  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  the  poll  book  kept  by  the  poll  clerk  where  you  voted  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  see  your  number,  ninety-three? — A.  Yes 

Q.  Ninety-two  men  voted  before  you  that  morning? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  118  voted  alto^ethBr  ? — A.  There  has  been  so  many  elections  up  there 
that  I  have  got  them  mixed  up. 

f}     Q.  And  when  you  told  me  that  you  voted  some  time  after  nine  you  told  an 
untruth  ? — ^A.  It  seems  so. 

Q.  An  absolute  untruth  ? — A.  If  was  unintentionally  so. 

Q.  There  was  no  word  of  truth  in  that  statement? — A.  I  didn't  tell  it  to  you  as 
a  lie. 

Q.  Now,  you  remember  I  did  not  press  you  on  that  point,  I  questioned  you  in 
a  very  good  natured  way ;  if  you  voted  after  nine  o'clock  you  had  no  recollection  ? 
^A.  I  voted  soon  after  nine  o'clock  in  one  election,  whether  this  or  another. 


J5y  Mr.  Borden: 

What  you  mean 
confounded  with 

Witness  discharged. 


Q.  What  you  mean  is  that  as  far  as  time  is  concerned  you  may  have  got  this 
election  confounded  with  some  other  election  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  it. 


John  F.  Bates  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Bates,  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
Februa^last? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  For  whom  did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  I  marked  it  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 
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Q.  Was  there  any  kind  of  space  to  pat  it  in  7 — A.  Yes,  I  think  there  was  a  guide 
on  the  desk  to  vote  by. 

Q.  There  was  a  gaide  ? — ^A.  A  paper  on  the  desk. 

Q.  There  was  a  marked  ballot  ? — A.  Tes,  there  was  a  marked  ballot  on  a  sheet 
of  paper. 

Q.  But  on  the  ballot  itself  was  there  a  place  for  your  mark  ? — ^A.  I  woald  not 
be  positive  but  I  marked  the  same  as  the  mark  on  the  guide. 

Q.  Bid  the  ballot  i*esemble  that,  do  yoa  remember  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  did  yon  pat  your  mark  ? — A.  There. 

Q.  In  the  oiicular  white  space  ? — A.  Yes. 

Mr.Bnssell  objected,  on  the  groand  that  the  chairman  had  already  ruled  against 
the  ballot  being  shown  to  witnesses. 

Q.  After  marking  yoar  ballot  and  folding  it,  what  did  yoa  do  with  it?— A  I 
gave  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  yoo  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  yon  had  received  from  him, 
and  which  yoo  had  marked  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  yon  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ?— A.  I  saw  the  box,  hot  I  didn't  see 
where  he  put  it;  no,  I  would  not  be  positive  about  that,  but  I  suppose  he  did. 

Q.  Did  you  hoc  him  tear  off  anytnin^  before  you  left  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  wait  to  see  what  he  did  with  your  ballot? — ^A.  He  was  close 
at  the  box,  and  I  handed  the  ballot  to  him  and  passed  along. 

Q.  As  you  passed  along  he  was  ready  to  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  Yee. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  This  suide  you  speak  of  was  in  the  form  of  a  ballot  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  it  wm 
marked  on  a  Targe  piece  of  paper  and  tacked  on  the  desk  where  we  marked  our 
ballots. 

Q.  How  large  ?— A.  About  as  large  as  that  (pointing  to  a  poll  book,  open.) 

Q.  And  had  it  the  names  of  the  candidates  on  it  ? — A.  No,  but  showed  the 
marking  oi  the  ballot. 

Q.  There  were  some  names  on  it,  fictitious  ? — A.  Well,  I  think  there  was. 

Q.  And  the  mark  pot  opposite  one  of  the  names? — ^A.  I  marked  opposite 
McLean. 

Q.  But  on  this  model  ballot  or  guide  there  was  a  mark  put  opposite  the  name, 
and  how  would  you  know  how  to  mark  this  ballot  ? — A.  I  would  know  by  the  names. 

Q.  Yes,  by  yours,  but  nothing  on  that?— A.  You  could  put  your  mark  against 
either  of  the  names. 

Q.  There  was  an  X  on  that  big  one? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  were  there  any  explanations  ? — A.  I  could  not  tell  yon^  but  it  jast 
showed  you  where  to  put  your  cross. 

Q.  It  hadn't  the  names  of  the  actual  candidates  on  it  ? — ^A.  Oh,  no. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  when  you  went  in  to  vote  ? — A.  Between  11  and  12. 

Q.  In  the  morning?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  condition  was  Farr  in? — A.  I  noticed  nothing  wrong  with  him.  I 
didn't  take  any  notice;  I  didn't  expect  anything  wrong. 

Q.  He  was  apparently  all  right,  as  you  got  your  mtllot  and  handed  it  back.— A. 
Yes. 

Q.  That  was  in  the  morning  about  11  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  a  ballot  with  a  counterfoil  on  or  not? — A.  No;  I  don't 
know. 

Q.  Would  you  not  remember  the  oircomstances  of  his  having  to  tear  the 
counterfoil  off  when  you  gave  it  back? — A.  No,  I  cannot. 

Q.  Well  perhaps  after  thinking  over  it  you  will  be  able  to  answer ;  you  didnH 
put  it  in  the  box  yourself  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Had  the  l)ox  a  circular  hole  or  a  slit  ? — ^A.  I  would  not  be  positive  ahoat 
that ;  I  know  some  of  them  have  a  circle,  but  I  could  not  say  about  this  one. 

Q.  All  you  remember  is  you  gave  it  to  Farr  and  he  pot  it  in  the  box?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  fold  it  up  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  just  folded  it  up  this  way. 
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Q.  Yoar  recollection  is  DOt  fresh  ? — ^A.  It  is  just  that  way,  I  didn't  notice,  I 
didn't  mistrust  anything. 

Q.  And  there  is  no  way  now  you  can  bring  to  yoar  mind  whether  the  oounter- 
foil  wae  on  or  not  and  whether  he  had  to  tear  it  off  before  he  put  it  in  the  box  ?-^ 
A.  No. 

Q.  He  only  gave  you  one  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Folded  and  initialled  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q,  You  remember  the  initial  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  see  more  than  one  set  of  initials ;  his  initials  more  than  once  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  lettering  or  numbering  beyond  the  initial  ? — ^A.  I  noticed 
nothing  more. 

Q.  The  "  J.P."  on  the  baek  and  nothing  more?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  open  it  out  to  mark  it ;  I  just  want  you  to  look  at  this  one ;  had  it 
a  while  band  like  that  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  That  is  the  counterfoil? — A.  Oh,  yes,  that  is  the  counterfoil,  I  remember 
the  white  thing  on  it. 

Q.  You  would  remember  quite  a  considerable  space  of  white  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then,  he  had  to  tear  that  off  when  you  gave  it  to  him? — A.  Well,  I  sup- 
pose he  would,  but  I  don't  remember  him  doing  it. 

Q.  Afterwards  there  was  a  declaration,  made  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  am  not  going  to  ask  the  particulars,  only  what  time  after  the  election  ? — 
A.  A  couple  of  weeks,  perhaps. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  that  to  say  it  was  more  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  not,  I  don't 
think  it  was  more  than  two  weeks,  I  am  not  positive,  it  was  a  very  short  time. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  be  positive  about  the  extreme  length  of  time ;  not  more  than 
a  month  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  might  be  a  fortnight  ? — A.  About  a  fortnight. 

Q.  Who  took  it?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  He  read  it  to  you  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  ? — A.  I  signed  it. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  swear  to  it? — A.  Well,  I  don't  remember,  it  was  only  a 
declaration. 

Q.  What  I  want  to  know  is  whether  you  remember  anything  more  than  putting 
your  signature  to  it  ? — A.  That  is  all. 

By  Mr.  Siftm : 

Q.  Do  you  remember,  Mr.  Bates,  whether  there  was  anything  that  indicated 
that  Farr  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor  when  you  were  in  the  polling  booth  ? — 
A.  I  had  no  idea  of  his  being  under  the  influence  of  liquor.  If  I  had  known  he  had 
been  drinking  or  anything  I  might  have  noticed,  but  i  never  noticed  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Brittan  : 

Q.  Had  you  known  him  before? — ^A.  Oh,  yes,  I  had  known  him  for  a  good 
many  years. 

Q.  Then  you  knew  he  had  been  in  the  habit  from  time  to  time  ? — A.  I  believe 
of  late  years— 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  a  short  time  before  he  had  lost  his  situation  on  account 
of  drink  ? — A.  Yes,  I  knew  he  lost  a  situation. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election  was  that? — A.  Quite  a  while  before  the  election. 

Q.  About  how  long  ? — A.  About  six  months.  I  think  it  was  last  fall  some  time, 
I  won't  be  positive. 

Q.  You  understood  he  lost  a  situation  last  fall  and  the  election  was  on  the  21st 
of  February  ?— A.  The  2l8t  of  February,  £  believe. 

Q.  And  just  the  fall  before  he  lost  a  situation  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  it  was  the  fall 
before ;  I  would  not  be  positive. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  any  businesB  relations  with  him? — A.  I  had  no  busineaB 
relations  with  him. 

Q.  And  only  met  him  by  accident? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  did  you  meet  him  from  the  fall  before  until  the  elections  ? — A.  Only 
jusi  to  bid  him  the  time  of  day.  I  have  met  him  on  the  street,  but  never  to  have 
conversation. 

llLliCiQ.  Or  to  do  business  with  him  ? — A.  I  never  did  any  business  with  him  at  all. 
'^  Q.  On  the  polling  day  I  understood  you  to  say  to  Mr.  Eussell  that  you  didn't 
notice  any  mark  of  any  kind  on  the  ballot  except  the  initials  ?— A.  That  is  all  I 
noticed,  1  didn't  notice  anything  else  on  it. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  order  of  the  names? — A.  Well,  I  would  not  be  positive 
about  that,  but  I  know  I  marked  it  for  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  Bat  you  don't  know  whether  it  was  the  upper  name  or  not  ? — A.  I  cannot 
remember  which  was  the  upper  name. 

Q.  So  you  can't  remember  from  that  circumstance,  you  remember  the  name?— 
A.  No,  I  cannot  remember  that. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  But  you  know  you  marked  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes,  I  marked 
opposite  McLean's  name,  but  which  I  don't  know.  It  runs  in  my  mind  whether  it 
was  on  the  top  or  not,  but  I  know  his  name. 

By  Mr.  Britton  : 

Q.  Then  it  was  on  the  top? — A.  I  didn't  say  that.     I  said  it  might  be. 
Q.  The  answer  you  made  was  you  would  not  say  whether  it  was  on  lop  or  not? 
A.  I  would  not  swear  whether  it  was  on  the  top  or  not,  but  1  knew  the  name. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  Your  impression  that  you  were  about  to  give  a  moment  ago  was  that  it  was 
on  top  ? — A.  I  kind  of  think  that.    I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  But  your  impression  was  at  the  moment  it  was  on  the  top  ? — A.  Yes,  but  I 
would  not  be  positive. 

Witness  discharged. 


FaED  L,  Stahlakbe  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  What  is  your  occupation  ? — A.  Organ  tuner.  I  am  head  tuner  in  the  Groderioh 
Organ  Co. 

Q.  Did  vou  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  County 
of  Huron?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  In  February  last  ?— A,  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — A, 
Farr,  James  Farr. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  first  name  ? — A.  James»  I  think. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ?— A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  ?— A.  I  put  a  cross  in  favour  of  Mr,  McLean. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  the  cross  ? — A.  Eight  back  of  the  name. 

Q.  Opposite  his  name  ? — A.  In  the  disc. 
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Q.  In  the  disc  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  the  colour  of  the  disc  ? — A.  Black,  I  think, 

Q,  On  the  outside  or  the  inside  do  you  mean  ? — A.  In  the  inside  I  ^at  it. 

Q.  You  think  the  disc  was  black  on  the  inside  ? — ^A.  On  the  outside. 

Q.  And  a  white  space  inside  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  is  where  vou  put  your  cross  ? — ^A,  Yes. 

Q.  After  marking  the  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  handed  it  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  }^ou  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Certainly  I  did. 

Q   Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  He  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  remained  there  ? — A.  Yes,  I  did.    I  saw  him  put  it  in. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  off  the  stub  or  counterfoil  before  he  put  it 
in? — A.  I  think  he  tore  it  off ;  I  would  not  be  positive  about  that. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  did  with  the  stub  or  counterfoil  ? — A.  No,  that  I 
can't  say. 

By  Mr,  Britton : 

Q.  You  had  voted  before  ? — A.  Yes,  I  had. 

Q.  In  March  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  knew  Farr  ?— A.  Yes,  I  did. 

Q  What  time  of  day  did  you  vote  ? — A.  I  forget  now  if  I  voted  before  noon  or 
after  noon. 

Q.  What  is  your  recollection  as  to  when  you  voted  ? — A.  Well,  I  can't  tell  you. 
I  think  I  voted  at  different  times.  My  work  is  piece  work  and  I  vote  whenever  I 
like.    Sometimes  after  dinner,  sometimes  before. 

Q.  But  you  didn't  vote  more  than  once  that  election  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  at  what  time  you  voted  at  that  election  ? — ^A.  Well,  I  can- 
not tell  you.  I  cannot  tell  you  that,  whether  eleven  o'clock,  or  twelve  o'clock  or 
one  o'clock. 

Q.  Or  nine  o'clock  ? — A.  I  didn't  vote  at  nine  o'clock,  because  I  never  voted  at 
nine  o'clock. 

Q.  But  you  cannot  tell  anywhere  between  eleven  and  five  ? — A.  Certainly  lean, 
I  never  voted  at  five  in  my  life. 

Q.  Gret  as  near  as  you  can,  tell  me? — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Will  you  swear  you  didn't  vote  about  five  o'clock  ? — A.  I  will. 

Q.  About  four  ? — A.  Yes,  I  didn't  vote  at  four. 

Q.  About  three  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  About  two  ? — A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Well,  we  have  got  it  down  between  eleven  and  two  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  so  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  vote  before  eleven  or  after  two?— A.  That  is  as  near  as  I  can 
recollect.    I  voted  anyway,  I  am  able  to  prove  that. 

Q.  You  said  so  ? — A.  Whether  you  say  so  or  not  I  am  prepared  to  prove  that. 
You  don't  doubt  that  do  you?  Do  you  doubt  I  didn't?  What  are  you  trying  to 
make  out  anyway  ? 

Q.  Did  you  come  in  to  cross  examine  me  ? — A.  No,  but  I  don't  know  what  you 
are  driving  at. 

Q.  Perhaps  you  will  find  out  later.  Did  you  know  Farr  before  ? — A.  Farr 
worked  in  the  same  factory  with  me. 

Q.  Well  you  knew  him  pretty  well  ? — A.  I  don't  know  that,  I  knew  nothing 
about  him. 

Q.  You  either  do  or  don't.  You  have  been  sworn  to  tell  the  truth  ? — ^A.  Cer- 
tainly I  am  going  to  tell  the  truth.  I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr.  Farr  one  way 
or  the  other. 

Q.  What  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  Mr.  Farr  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  You  worked  in  the  same  shop  with  him  ? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  For  how  long  ? — A.  Well,  I  suppose  Farr  was  there  about  a  year  and  a-half? 
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Q.  And  yet  yoa  know  nothing  of  his  habits  ? — ^A.  I  don't,  nothing.  He  nied  to 
get  fnll  onoe  in  awhile.    He  used  to  drink  once  in  awhile,  that  is  all  I  know. 

Q.  And  when  did  you  leave  that  place  ? — ^A.  That  I  cannot  tell  yon. 

Q.  How  long  before  the  election? — A.  I  can't  tell  yon  that 

Q.  About  bow  long? — A.  I  can't  tell  yoa  that. 

Q  Do  you  know  of  his  working  any  place  since  he  left  this  factory  ? — A.  I  don't 
know  that. 

Q.  Why  did  he  leave  ?— A.  I  can't  tell  you  that. 

Q.  Was  it  because  of  his  habits  ? — ^A.  I  can't  tell  yon  that. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  yoa  ? — ^A.  He  never  told  me  anything  at  all. 

Q.  Did  his  employer  ever  tell  yoa  ? — ^A.  The  employer  never  told  me. 

Q.  He  used  to  get  on  a  spree  once  in  a  while  ? — A.  So  I  heard.  It's  morethao 
I  can  tell  yoa. 

Q.  You  never  saw  him  under  the  influence  of  liquor  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  But  his  reputation  was  he  used  to  get  on  a  spree  once  in  a  while  ? — A.  Tee. 

Q.  And  then  ne  lost  his  situation  or  gave  it  up  ? — A.  He  lost  it  once,  I  think, 
through  it. 

Q.  Yes,  when  was  that  ? — ^A.  Well,  that  was,  I  think,  before  the  election,  bat  I 
would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  How  lonff  before?— A.  That  I  can't  tell  you. 

Q.  It  would  DC  a  year  before  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  Probably  six  months  before  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  think  so, 

Q.  Two  months?— A.  Well,  I  can't  tell  you;  I  have  no  way  of  telling  yoa  that 
at  all.  My  business  is  my  own  branch  and  that  is  all  I  have  control  of.  I  don't 
know  anything  about  the  others, 

Q.  Did  anybody  go  with  you  to  the  poll  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  ?— A.  Mr.  Whitely— Mr.  Mait  Whitely. 

Q.  Did  he  vote  before  you  or  after? — A.  I  think  he  voted  before  me,  as  near  as 
I  can  recollect. 

Q.  Immediatel V  before  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  vou  followed  him  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  he  was  first  and  I  voted  second. 

Q.  You  followed  him ;  when  you  went  into  the  polling  place,  who  were  there? 
— A.  Well,  that  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Q.  Who  did  you  see  besides  Mr.  Parr? — A.  That  I  cannot  tell  you.  There  are 
hundreds  of  people  in  Goderich  I  don't  know  anything  about.    I  don't  know  the  faces. 

Q.  I  am  limiting  my  question  just  to  a  particular  place  at  a  particular  day?— 
A.  I  understand  you. 

Q.  Who  took  down  your  name  ? — ^A.  Farr,  I  think. 

Q.  Did  somebodv  take  down  your  name  in  a  book  ? — A.  There  was  somebody 
else;  I  don't  know  who  they  were.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it.  I  don't  know 
these  people's  names. 

Q.  But  you  knew  Farr?— A.  Yes,  I  knew  Farr. 

Q.  I  am  asking  you  who  took  down  your  name  ? — A.  I  don't  know  whether  he 
took  down  my  name  or  not. 

Q.  Was  there  anybody  else  there  to  do  it? — A.  Certainly,  there  were  two. 

Q.  Who  ? — A.  I  don't  know  who  they  were ;  I  cannot  tell  the  names. 

Q.  You  remember  two  persons  being  there  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  No  more  than  two?— A.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  only  remember  two  there  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  And  Farr  besides  these — three  altogether  ?— A.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.  But  you  can't  remember  these  two?— A.  No. 

Q.  The  ballot  was  handed  you,  was  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  By  whom  ?— A.  Mr.  Parr. 

Q.  Was  there  anything  on  the  ballot? — A.  I  think  he  put  on  his  initials,  that  is 
all  I  know.    I  never  examined  it,  but  that  is  the  customary  rule,  I  think. 

Q,  Don't  you  know  we  know  what  the  rule  is  as  well  as  you  know,  bat  what  I 
would  like  to  know  is  what  took  place  then  ? — A.  I  saw  him  mark  it,  I  can  swear 
to  that;  he  put  on  his  initials. 
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Q.  Then  yoa  saw  him  mark  it  before  he  handed  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Where  did  he  mark  it  ? — A.  On  the  back. 

Q.  Bat  you  didn't  look  afterwards  to  see  what  the  initials  were? — ^A.  No,  I 
never  saw  them. 

Q.  You  didn't  that  time? — A.  No,  I  never  did. 

Q.  Then  you  went  behind  the  screen  or  into  some  room,  I  suppose,  and  marked 
itt— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  your  own  pencil  you  used  ? — A.  My  own  pencil,  a  soft  pencil. 

Q.  Could  you  tell  your  ballot  if  you  saw  it? — A.  I  think  I  could. 

Q.  You  could  tell  your  ballot  if  you  saw  it  ? — ^A.  I  think  I  could. 

Q.  What  was  there  peculiar  about  the  mark  ? — A.  There  was  an  incurve,  I 
think,  in  the  cross. 

Q.  Does  it  look  like  that  ballot  ? — A.  There  is  no  mark  on  that 

Q.  Did  the  ballots  look  like  that  ?— A.  That  I  can't  tell  you. 

Q.  Can't  you  tell  me  that;  can't  you  tell  me  whether  the  ballot  looked  like  that 
or  not.     Don't  mix  them  ? — A.  Well,  I  have  got  to  mix  them. 

Q.  No,  yon  haven't;  look  them  over  and  don't  mix  them,  I  say. — A.  Of  course, 
that  is  a  pretty  hard  thing  to  do,  you  know,  the  test  you  are  putting  to  me  there.  I 
think  I  can  tell  it. 

By  Mr.  Bumll : 

Q.  You  are  not  bound  to  do  it,  unless  you  want  to. — A.  Well,  I  don't  think  my 
ballot  is  there. 

Q.  It  is  not  there? — A.  I  don't  think  it  is  there. 

Q.  You  don't  tbink  it  is  there,  so  yon  think  they  have  stolen  the  ballot  that 
you  marked  for  McLean  ? — ^A.  I  think  so ;  I  don't  think  my  ballot  is  there,  any  way 
I  don't  think  so. 

Q.  Now,  will  you  please  mark  there  how  you  marked. your  ballot? — A.  I  think 
as  near  as  I  can  recall  that  ballot  was  marked  in  that  way;  I  think  that  is  it  as  near 
as  I  can  recollect. 

Q.  As  near  as  yon  can  tell  that  is  the  way  you  marked  you  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  mean  to  say  you  put  a  double  mark  on  it  ? — A.  What  do  you  mean  by 
double  mark,  I  can't  see  any  double  mark. 

Q.  If  you  can't,  mark  another  one  so  there  will  be  no  mistake  ? — A.  I  think  that 
is  the  way  it  is  marked. 

Q.  You  think  that  is  the  way  it  is  marked? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  You  think  it  is  that  way  rather  than  that  way  ? — A.  Well,  what  is  the  diff- 
erence ? 

Q.  1  am  asking  you, you  are  the  witness? 

Mr.  Borden  objected  to  the  manner  of  putting  the  questions. 

A.  That  ballot,  sir,  was  mai  ked  all  right,  just  as  right  as  vou  are. 

The  Blip  of  paper  marked  by  the  witness  was  filed  as  exhibit  No.  21. 

ByMr.Bussell: 

Q.  Can  you  find  it  among  those  (handing  the  witness  a  bundle  of  ballot)  ? — A. 
I  can  swear  I  marked  that  ballot  all  right,  as  right  as  for  years,  now  then,  if  it  was 
right  for  years  it  ought  to  be  right  now. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  The  object  of  this  interruption  is  to  make  you  argue  and  they  have  got  you 
arguing? — A.  It  seems  to  me  a  lot  of  technical  points  that  don't  amount  to  anything 
at  all ;  I  could  catch  you  in  the  same  way ;  I  swear  to-day . 

Q,  Stop,  sir. — A.  I  swear  to-day . 

Q.  Stop,  sir,  vou  are  the  witness  and  nothing  else,  sir. — A.  I  know,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  witness. — A.  I  marked  that  ballot  properly. 

Q.  Your  explanation  you  can  give,  you  have  no  right  to  aigue. 
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By  Mr.  Butsell  : 

Q.  How  long  after  the  election  did  yon  sign  the  declaration  that  yon  had  voted 
for  Mr,  McLean  ? — A.  Oh,  I  don't  know  about  that,  that  would  be  of  course  when 
they  took  the  rounds ;  I  could  not  tell. 

Q.  The  same  time  as  the  others? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  whether  a  week  or  a  month  ? — A.  No,  I  can't  tell  whether  I 
was  first  or  tenth  or  twenty-fifth. 

Q.  It  would  depend  on  that ;  do  you  know  when  the  first  or  last  was  taken  ?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Yon  know  nothing  beyond  the  fact  of  the  declaration  being  signed? — A. 
Yes,  1  told  them  I  could . 

Q.  Who  prepared  the  declaration  ? — ^A.  Mr.  Hays.  Of  course  if  I  had  known 
anything  I  could  have  made  a  memorandum ;  you  know  a  man  can  be  taken  and  cot 
all  to  pieces  and  still  the  truth  remains. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  Mr.  Farr's  condition  that  day,  whether  he  had  been  drinking 
or  not? — A.  No,  I  didn't;  in  fact  when  you  ask  me  that  he  looked  perfectly  sober 
to  me. 

Q.  He  looked  perfectly  sober  to  you,  was  this  in  the  morning  or  afternoon  ?— 
A.  He  look  perfectly  reasonable  to  me. 

Q.  Was  this  in  the  morning? — A.  Yes.  The  remark  he  made  to  some  was  he 
didn't  care  how  they  voted  and  he  instructed  them  how  to  vote. 

Q.  He  acted  fair  ? — A.  Yes,  as  far  as  I  could  see ;  in  fact  I  never  knew  anything 
about  Mr.  Parr  before. 

Q.  He  put  your  vote  in  the  box? — A.  Oh  yes,  because  I  stood  there  and  saw 
the  ballot  go  into  the  box,  but  of  course  there  might  be  some  monkey  work  besides 
that  I  don't  understand. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  Beacon  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Mr.  Beacon,  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  elections  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February  last  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — ^A.  Farr. 

Q.  James  Farr ;  did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's. 

Q.  flobert  McLean ;  do  you  remember  whether  there  was  any  place  opposite 
Bobert  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  of  putting  a  cross  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  that? — ^A.  I  remember  there  was  a  place  for  it  to  be 
put. 

Q.  You  remember  there  was  a  place  for  it ;  well,  did  the  ballot  resemble  that  as 
far  as  you  remember  ? — A.  Yes  ? 

Q.  And  would  you  show  us  where  you  put  your  cross? — A.  Bight  there. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  disc  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  After  you  had  marked  your  ballot  and  folded  it  what  did  yoa  do  with  it?— 
A.  Doubled  it  up  and  handed  it  back  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  that  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A. — T  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — ^A.  Did  I  observe  what  he  did  with  it  T 
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Q.  Did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  retarning  officer  did  with  your  ballot  f — 
A.  I  think  I  seen  him  put  it  right  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  think  you  saw  him  put  it  right  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  off  a  white  stub  attached  to  it  ? — A.  No,  I 
didn't,  I  knew  I  had  marked  it  properly  for  McLean,  1  just  handed  it  back  to  him 
and  walked  out. 

Q.  Didn't  pay  much  attention? — A.  Paid  no  attention  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  did  not  observe  whether  he  tore  off  that  stub  or  not? — A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  And  didn't  observe  whether  it  had  a  stub? — ^A.  I  didn't  observe  anything  at 
all  about  it,  I  observed  I  marked  it  properly. 

Q.  I  know  that,  I  ask  you  about  the  things  you  have  not  told  us  about;  in  what 
shape  was  the  ballot  handed  to  you  by  the  returning  officer,  flat  out? — A.  I  would 
not  eay. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  ? — A.  I  was  indifferent ;  I  knew  it  was  a  ballot  and 
marked  it.    I  was  indifferent  about  it. 

Q.  You  did  not  see  whether  it  was  folded  up  that  way  or  that  way  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Or  that  way,  or  that? — A.  No,  I  was  indifferent. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  the  initials  ? — A.  I  saw  them  plain,  very  plain. 

Q.  You  saw  the  initials  plain  on  the  ballot,  did  yon  notice  them  when  you  got 
it  ? — A.  On  the  back. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remembdr  whether  you  did  again,  unfolding  it  to  mark  it? — 
A.  No,  I  was  very  indifferent  about  it,  I  looked  particularly  to  see  the  name  and 
where  Ipi^t  it,  particularly  that. 

Q.  1  ou  remember  now  where  the  names  were  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  I  remember 
seeing  both  names. 

Q.  You  remember  seeing  both  names,  and  you  remember  where  both  names 
were  on  it  ? — A.  No,  I  would  not  say,  they  were  on  the  paper  marked  visibly  before 
me,  I  saw  them  visibly,  and  I  marked  it,  they  were  visibly  before  me.  T^ 

Q.  You  can't  see  now  in  your  mind  which  was  top  and  which  bottom  ? — ATI 
think  McLean  was. 

Q.  Where  ?— A.  Under. 

Q.  Underneath  the  other  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  if  so,  of  course,  you  put  your  mark  underneath  ?  —A.  I  put  my  mark 
opposite  McLean. 

Q.  And  Farr's  initials  were  on  the  ballot  paper  ? — A.  I  folded  it  up  and  brought 
it  back. 

Q.  You  can't  remember  unfolding  it  to  mark  it,  but  you  remember  folding  it 
after,  and  you  brought  it  back  and  gave  it  to  Farr  ? — I  folded  it  particularly  and 
handed  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  fold  it  up  to  leave  this  counterfoil  for  him  to  tear  off? — A.  I 
think  so. 

Q.  You  think  you  do  recollect  leaving  the  piece  free  for  him  to  tear  off? — 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  him  tearing  it  off? — A.  No,  1  was  quite  indifferent  once  I 
marked  it  properly  ;  I  was  indifferent  afterwards  what  he  did  with  it. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  it  was  folded  across  or  lengthwise  ? — A.  Length- 
wise. 

Q.  You  think  you  folded  it  lengthwise.     You  think  that  way  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  way,  once  or  more  than  once  ? — A.  I  folded  it  twice. 

Q.  And  of  course  to  tear  it  off  he  would  have  to  tear  four  thicknesses  ? — ^A.  I 
didn't  pay  much  attention  to  that;  I  knew  I  had  it  marked  right  and  I  thought  the 
rest  would  be  done  right. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  go  in  to  vote? — A.  Between  twelve  and  one. 

Q.  Did  you  take  notice  of  Farr's  condition  at  all?— A.  Not  particularly. 

Q.  You  didn't  pay  any  attention  ? — A.  No,  I  went  in  in  a  hurry  in  the  dinner 
hour,  and  the  only  thing  I  was  particular  about  was  where  I  marked  my  vote. 
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Q.  And  yon  didn't  obsei've  closely  enoagh  to  say  whether  Fasr  was  in  liqaoror 
not  ? — A.  No,  I  would  not  say.    I  would  not  swear  whether  he  was  sober  or  not 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  you  would  not  swear? — A.  No;  I  know  I  seen  the  man, 
I  knew  he  gave  it  to  me,  but  I  would  not  swear  about  him  being  sober. 

Q.  Who  was  present  besides  Farr  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  He  was  the  only  man  you  can  swear  to  ? — ^A.  The  only  man  I  can  swear  to. 

Q.  You  saw  others  ?— A.  Yes,  but  didn't  pay  any  attention  to  who  they  were. 

Q  Not  e^en  the  poll  clerk  who  took  down  your  name.  You  say  some  person 
took  down  your  name  when  you  went  in  ?-— A.  I  can't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  much  about  it? — A.  I  don't  remember  much  about  it; 
I  remember  where  I  put  my  mark ;  I  am  very  positive  about  that. 

Q.  Afterwards,  how  soon  after  that  did  you  make  your  declaration  ? — A.  I  can- 
not tell  you  the  date  but  it  was  quite  a  while  after. 

Q.  I  would  not  expect  you  to  know  the  date  unless  yon  made  a  record? — A.  It 
was  ouite  a  while,  a  month  or  six  week^  after.    I  kept  no  note  of  it. 

Q.  When  was  it  you  were  first  spoken  to  about  making  a  declaration  and  by 
whom  ?— A.  By  who  ? 

Q.  When  was  it  you  were  firdt  spoken  to  about  the  declaration  ?— *  A.  It  might 
be  a  month. 

Q.  And  who  spoke  to  you  ?— A.  Van  Every.  He  asked  me  who  did  I  vote  for 
and  I  told  him.  He  said  tnere  was  so  much  mistakes  about  the  voting  and  some- 
thing like  that.  He  asked  me  who  I  voted  for  and  I  told  him  who  I  voted  for  and 
he  asked  me  would  I  have  any  objection  to  making  a  declaration  and  I  said  no, 
nothing. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  told  me  when  that  conversation  between  yon 
and  Van  Every  took  place?— A.  I  can't  tell  yoa  when  it  did. 

Q.  About  how  long  after  ? — A.  It  might  be  a  month. 

Q.  That  is  your  impression.  You  mean  that  is  the  best  idea  yon  have,  it  was 
about  a  month ? — ^A.  The  best  ideal  have,  it  might  be  a  month,  it  might  be  more. 

Q.  And  might  it  be  less? — A.  I  didn't  think  it  could  be. 

Q.  And  it  might  be  more  ? — A.  It  might  be  more. 

Q.  But  you  think  it  was  about  a  month  ? — A.  It  may  be,  I  would  not  swear,  I 
kept  no  note,  I  was  rather  indifferent  about  the  thing  and  it  was  not  material  to  me. 

Q.  Then  it  was  soon  after  this  conversation  that  you  made  a  declaration  of 
course  ? — A.  Yes,  yes. 

Q.  Was  it  not?— A.  Soon  after  that. 

Q.  At  whose  office  did  you  make  it,  Mr.  Hays  or  Mr.  Johnston's  ?-*A.  Mr. 
Hays. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  sworn  declaration  ? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  swore. 

Q.  Arc  you  acquainted  with  Mr.  Parr? — A.  Parr  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — ^A.  Slightly  I  have  seen  him  to  know. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  I  have  known  him  five  or  six  years  in 
a  slight  way. 

Q.  You  know  whether  he  was  a  man  that  drank  or  not  to  excess  ? — A.  Well  he 
got  that  name  and  I  am  inclined  to  thiok  that  he  has  drank  again  and  again. 

Q.  A  man  who  was  inclined  once  in  a  while  to  get  on  a  spree? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  was  on  a  spree  at  this  time  or  not  ? — A.  I  wonld 
not  swear  to  it  at  all,  I  would  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  shortly  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't.  I  had  do 
need  of  him ;  I  had  my  own  work  to  attend  to  and  took  no  active  part  only  jast 
merely  signing  my  name  right.  I  was  particular  to  see  who  I  voted  for,  no  more. 

Q.  I  Ju8t  want  you  to  tell  me  now ;  you  know  he  had  the  name  of  going  on  a 
spree  once  in  a  while,  you  know  that  ? — A.  Yes,  I  know  he  had  that,  I  know  he  got 
that  name. 

Q.  I  want  to  know  now,  whether  you  didn't  observe  some  time  about  the 
election  that  he  was  really  on  a  spree  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  pay  attention  to  the  man, 
sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  before  the  election? — A.  I  may  have  seen  him;  he  may 
have  passed  on  the  road. 
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Q.  Od  eleotion  day  in  the  booth  yoa  didn't  notice  anything  particular  about 
bim  in  the  booth? — ^A.  No  sir,  I  didn't,  I  went  in  in  a  hurry.  I  was  engaged  at 
work,  I  had  the  dinner  hour  to  take  my  dinner  and  do  this  work.  I  cast  my  vote 
and  came  out  in  a  hurry. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  Halst  sworn. 

By  Mr»  Borden : 

Q.  Do  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich^  Mr.  Haley? — ^A.  Yes,  8ir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  in  the  month  of  February  last  in 
West  Huron  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  on  the  ballot  opposite  his  name  for  putting  your  cross  ? 
Was  there  a  place  for  that  purpose  do  you  remember,  did  the  ballot  resemble  that  ? 
—A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  would  you  show  me  on  that  where  you  put  your  mark? — ^A.  There. 

Q.  In  this  white  circular  space  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  After  you  marked  your  ballot  I  suppose  you  folded  it — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then? — A.  Gave  it  to  the  returning  officer. 

Q.  And  did  you  give  back  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  the  same  ballot 
which  you  had  received  from  him  and  whicn  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Well  not  particular,  no. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  there  after  you  handed  him  the  ballot  or  did  you  pass  right 
along? — A.  I  passed  right  out. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  whether  he  tore  any  thing  off  it ;  astuborcountei*foil  ?— A. 
Yes. 

Q.  You  observed  that  he  did  that?  Before  you  passed  along  you  observed  that? 
—A.  Yefi. 

Q.  But  what  further  he  did  with  it  you  didn't  notice  ? — ^A.  No,  I  didn't  notice. 

By  Mr.  Buuell : 

Q.  Whi^t  time  of  day  was  it  that  you  went  in  to  vote  ? — ^A.  Idon't  just  remember, 
I  think  it  was  about  four  o'clock. 

Q.  Four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ? — A.  I  think  it  was  about  four. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Farr — ^what  did  he  proceed  to  do  when  you  went  in,  first  of  all  did 
he  ask  you  for  your  name  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  was  your  name  taken  down  in  the  book?  Not  by  Farr,  by  somebody  ? 
—A.  Yes,  yes. 

Q.  Who  took  that  down  ? — ^A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  sitting  beside  Farr  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  where  he  was 
sitting. 

Q.  Yon  remember  the  fact  of  it  being  taken  down  in  the  book  ? — A.  Yeci. 

Q.  Was  it  a  man  by  the  table  took  it  down  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  was  the  poll  clerk.    You  don't  remember  who  it  was  ? — (No  answer.) 

Q.  What  did  Farr  do  ? — A.  He  put  his  initials  on  the  ballot. 

Q.  Where  did  he  get  the  ballot,  did  you  notice  ?— A   No,  I  didn't  notice. 
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Q.  And  you  didn't  notice  whether  he  had  a  paokage  of  ballots  before  him  like 
that? — A.  No,  I  didn't  notice. 

Q.  When  he  gave  you  the  ballot  did  you  notice  whether  it  had  this  piece,  of 
white  on  it  or  not? — A.  Yes,  it  had. 

Q.  It  had  a  piece  of  white  on  it?  Did  he  put  his  name  on  it  when  he  gave  it  to 
you,  before  he  gave  it  to  you? — A.  Yes,  I  don't  remember  where  he  put  his  initials. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  where  he  put  his  initials  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  saw  him  put  his  initials  on  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  With  a  pencil  ? — A.  I  can't  say  for  sure. 

Q.  And  he  handed  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  folded  up  or  was  it  not  ? — A.  Folded. 

Q.  And  you  took  it  into  the  place  and  marked  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  do,  then.     Did  you  fold  it  up? — A.  I  folded  it  up. 

Q.  Folded  it  up;  did  you  fold  it  up  so  as  to  show  the  white  part? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  fold  it  crosswise  or  endwise? — A.  Crosswise. 

Q.  In  one  fold  or  two  ? — A.  I  don't  jupt  remember. 

Q.  But  you  left  the  white  part  outside  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  Farr  do  with  it? — ^A.  I  didn't  take  notice,  but  I  saw  him  take  the 
white  part  off  and  walked  right  out. 

Q.  And  yon  didn't  wait  to  see  whether  he  put  it  in  the  box? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  take  enough  notice  of  Farr  to  tell  us  whether  he  was  in  liquor  or 
not  ? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  whether  he  was  in  liquor  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  smell  any  liquor  on  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  handled  your  ballot  clumsily  or  skilfully?— A. 
No. 

Q.  Didn't  notice  that  at  all?— A.  No. 

Q.  Some  time  after  this  you  made  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  whose  instance  was  it  you  made  that  ? — A.  Van  Every's. 

Q.  Van  Every  asked  you — what  did  he  ask  you  ? — A.  If  I  would  go  around  and 
sign  my  name. 

Q.  Sign  your  name  to  what? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Cj.  You  don't  remember  the  words,  but  what  did  he  ask  you  to  do  in  substance? 
— A.  Sign  my  name  to  the  paper. 

Q.  What  paper? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  He  said  what  sort  of  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  he  told  me. 

Q.  Well,  what  was  it?    A.  Well,  the  declaration. 

Q.  What  declaration  did  he  say ;  I  am  asking  what  he  said  about  the  paper  he 
wanted  you  to  sign,  if  you  remember  ? — A.  I  can't  remember  it. 

Q.  Well,  how  long  after  the  election  was  it  that  happened  that  Van  Every  saw 
you  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Give  us  your  best  idea  ? — A.  I  would  say  two  months. 

Q.  Two  months? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  would  not  say  positively. 

Q.  Have  you  been  talking  about  the  matter  since  you  came  here  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Never  said  anything  to  anybody  about  the  matter  since  you  came  here? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Anybody  talking  to  you  since  you  came  here  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  About  the  evidence  you  had  to  give  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Is  Van  Every  here  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  is  he? — A.  I  met  him  as  he  was  going  out. 

Q.  Where  did  you  meet  him? — A.  In  Toronto,  as  we  were  coming  on. 

Q.  Well,  he  is  not  here ;  who  is  there  now  in  Ottawa  looking  afler  the  wit- 
nesses ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  of  anybody? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  what  makes  you  think  it  was  two  months  after  the  election?— A 
Well,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Has  anything  occurred  to  refresh  your  mind  about  that  time? — ^A.  No^  bat 
I  imagine  it  was. 
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Q.  Were  they  talking  aboat  protesting  the  election  in  the  coarte,  do  you 
remember  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Don't  yon  remember  about  anything  being  said  about  protesting  the  electioa 
in  court? — ^A.  No,  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  didn't  hear  anything  of  that  sort  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Why  did  Van  Every  say  he  wanted  this  deolaration  signed  ? — A.  He  didn't 
say. 

Q.  Ho  didn't  give  you  any  idea? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  was  it  he  wanted  you  to  sign? — ^A.  The  declaration. 

Q.  A  deolaration  that  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLean;  well,  you  went  and 
made  the  deolaration? — A.  les,  sir. 

Q.  Where  did  you  make  it  ? — ^A.  At  Hays'  office. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  ? — A.  It  was  read. 

Q.  By  whom  ?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  You  signed  it  ? — ^A.  Put  my  signature  to  it. 

Q.  You  were  not  sworn  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  do  anything  else  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  if  Mr.  Hays  put  his  name  to  it  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 
Q.  It  was  a  declaration  that  you  had  voted  for  Mr.  McLiean  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 
Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  Monday,  7th  inst.,  at  10.30  a.m. 


2-^0 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


466  PRIVILB0E8  AND  ELECTIONS  COMMITTEE. 


House  of  Cokmons, 

Monday,  7th  AngoBt,  1899. 

The  Coramittee  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Flint  in  the  Chair. 

Inqaiiy  re  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  ooantj  of  Enron 
reenmed. 

Thomas  Habvby,  Jr.,  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Bumll : 

Q.  Are  the^e  machines  you  use  for  testing  the  thickness  of  paper  not  susceptible 
to  mistake  on  account  of  the  wearing  of  the  thread  ? — A.  No,  because  there  is  an 
arrangement  for  adjusting  them.  I  always  prove  them  to  see  if  they  are  right 
before  I  uhc  them. 

Q.  How  do  you  prove  them  ? — A.  By  seeing  that  that  "  O  "  comes  to  the  mark. 
I  see  there  is  nothinic  in  there  before  1  U8e  them,  no  dust  or  anything,  and  if  the 
thread  does  by  any  chance  get  worn  you  can  see  it  and  adjust  it  by  the  screw.  They 
are  infallible  to  the  one- thousandth  part  of  an  inch. 

Witness  discharged. 


Ebsnezeb  Woodcock  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Groderich  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron,  held  in  February  last? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  did  vole  ? — A.  I  voted. 

Q.  Yen.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted? 
— A.  Farr,  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.   I  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it  ? — A.  Just  an  ordinary  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name? — A.  Bobort  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  putting  a  cross? — A  Yes, 
there  was  a  sort  of  dine. 

Q.  A  di»*c  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  where  did  you  put  your  cross? — A.  In  the  disc. 

Q.  Alter  marking  and  folding  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  handed 
it  back  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  paper  which  you  had  received  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  obhcrve  what  he  did  with  it  7 — A.  He  seemed  to  tear  off  the  stab 
and  place  it  in  the  ballot  box  as  far  as  I  could  see.  I  didn't  suspect  anything  wrong 
and  I  didn't  look  to  see. 

Q.  Did  you  watch  particularlv  to  see  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  didn't. 

Q.  But  as  tar  as  you  observed  he  tore  off  the  counterfoil  and  placed  it  in  the 
box  ? — A.  As  far  as  1  could  see,  I  was  not  watching  him. 
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ByMt.Bdl: 


Q.  You  say  you  voted  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  for  McLean. 

Q.  Opposite  what  name,  was  McLean's  name  at  the  top  of  the  bottom  or  the 
ballot? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  now,  I  have  forgotten  which  it  was  in  fact. 

Q.  You  can't  tell  which  it  was  ?— A.  No,  I  would  not  like  to  say  now  which  it 
was,  but  I  marked  opposite  McLean  at  any  rate. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  were  the  initials  of  the  deputy  returning  officer  upon  the  ballot  paper? — A. 
I  think  BO. 

Q.  Did  you  see  them  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  examine  particularly,  but  I  think  I 
should  have  noticed  if  they  had  not  been  there. 

Q.  You  think  you  would  have  7 — A.  I  should  have  noticed  it  if  they  had  not 
been  there  no  doubt.    But  I  cannot  say  that  I  searched  for  them.    I  did  not. 

Q.  You  took  the  ballot  into  the  compartment — or  was  there  a  separate  place 
for  marking  the  ballots? — A.  There  had  been  hitherto,  but  I  think  on  that  occasion 
we  marked  on  the  table  at  the  back  some  ten  feet  away. 

Q.  Separate  from  where  the  others  were  ? — A.  I  think  there  was  a  rail,  that  is 
all. 

Q.  Was  your  vote  capable  of  being  seen  by  anybody  else  ? — A.  I  should  hardly 
think  that  it  would  be. 

Q.  Was  your  back  to  the  people  in  the  room  ? — A.  Sideways,  I  stood  sideways 
to  them. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  do  not  think  you  were  observed  by  any  one  else? — A.  I  did 
not  suspect  that  anybody  was  watching. 

Q.  Yoxx  didn't  suspect  that  anybody  was  watching? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  your  ballot  after  you  marked  it? — A,  Folded  it 
up  and  gave  it  in  to  Farr. 

Q.  In  what  way  did  you  fold  it? — A.  So  he  would  see  his  initials. 

Q.  So  that  the  initials  would  be  seen  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  On  the  outside? — A.  Outside.  Of  course  I  must  have  seen  the  initials  or  I 
could  not  have  so  folded  it. 

Q.  Was  there  a  counterfoil  on  when  you  received  it? — A,  There  was. 

Q.  When  you  took  it  into  the  room  ? — A.  When  I  took  it  on  the  table. 

Q.  Were  there  any  marks  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  seeing  any 
marks  on  the  counterfoil. 

Q.  All  you  remember  seeing  them  on  was  the  ballot? — ^A.  Yes,  certainly. 

Q.  Well,  then  you  brought  the  ballot  back  and  gave  it  to  Farr  and  gave  it  to 
bim  in  the  same  shape  as  when  you  received  it? — A.  Exactly,  except  that  I  had 
marked  a  cross  opponite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  But  it  was  the  same  ballot  that  you  redelivei'ed  to  the  returning  officer? — 
A.  The  same  ballot. 

Q.  With  the  counterfoil  attached  ? — A.  With  the  counterfoil  attached. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  then,  what  did  you  see  him  do  ? — A.  I  imagine  he 
tore  off  the  stub.    He  tore  off  the  stub  from  some  paper  and  I  imagine  it  was  that. 

Q.  Can  you  remember  in  what  hand  he  took  the  ballot  ? — A.  No,  I  cannot  tell 
you  that. 

Q.  But  he  took  the  ballot  from  your  hand  ? — A.  He  took  the  ballot  out  of  my 
rigbt  hand  as  he  stood. 

Q.  And  then  what  did  he  do  with  it? — A.  It  appeared  he  laid  it  on  the  table 
and  took  the  stub  off. 

Q.  He  took  the  ballot  in  his  left  hand  then? — ^A.  Well,  both  hands  were  placed 
on  ii,  I  mean  he  held  the  left  hand  on  the  table  while  he  tore  off  the  stub  with  the 
right. 

Q.  He  held  the  ballot  on  the  table  with  his  left  hand  and  tore  off  the  counterfoil 
with  his  rigbt? — A.  Certainly,  that  is  the  way. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.    I  believe  he  put  it  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  With  which  hand?— A.  With  his  riiiht  hand. 

Q.  Then  he  had  the  ballot  in  his  left? — A.  In  his  left,  he  must  have  had  \U 
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Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  ballot  be  had  in  his  left  hand  ? — A.  I  cannot  say. 
He  put  a  ballot  in  the  box.     I  was  not  watching  so  minute. 

Q.  He  put  a  ballot  in  the  box,  you  saw  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  same  ballot  yon  had  handed  to  him  ? — A.    I  had  no  reason  to  donbt  it 

Q.  And  you  have  no  reason  to  donbt  it? — A.  From  what  I  heard  I  might,  bnt 
not  from  what  I  saw. 

Q.  From  what  yon  saw  yon  had  no  reason  to  donbt  it? — A.  I  had  none. 

Q.  I  see,  well,  then,  so  far  as  yon  know  so  far  as  yon  believe  the  depnty  return- 
ing officer  did  his  duty  honestly  ? — ^A.  I  did  not  suspect  him  of  doing  otherwise  at 
the  time. 

Q.  You  did  not  suspect  him  firom  anything  yon  saw  ? — A.  From  anything  I  saw, 
I  did  not. 

Q.  Or  from  anything  you  knew  about  the  man  himself? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  the  man  ? — A.  I  know  the  man. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  him  7-»A.  No  only  fVom  meeting  him 
about  Groderich  occasionally. 

Q.  How  far  do  you  live  fVom  him  ?— A.  Oh,  200  or  300  yards. 

Q.  Two  hundred  or  three  hundred  yards  ;  well  you  know  him  pretty  well  then? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — A.  Several  years. 

Q.  How  many  yeai's  ? — A.  Three  or  four  years. 

Q.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  repute  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — ^A.  I  won't  say  about 
that ;  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  man  rather  free  in  his  living  ;  but  I  know  nothing 
further  of  the  man  ;  he  was  a  mechanic  working  in  the  town  and  I  saw  him  the 
same  as  other  mechanics  ;  I  know  nothing  about  his  character. 

Q.  You  don't  suspect  anything  wrong  about  his  conduct  at  the  poll  7 — ^A.  I 
have  no  right  to  suspect,  I  saw  nothing  wrong. 

Q;  Were  you  one  of  the  parties  who  signed  the  declaration  ?~  A.  I  was. 

Q.  How  long  was  it  after  the  election  ? — A.  A  few  days  or  two  or  three  weeks, 
I  would  not  say. 

Q.  Who  came  to  you  about  it  ? — A.  No  one,  I  heard  it  was  being  signed  and 
dropped  into  Mr.  Hays'  office. 

Q.  You  wanted  to  do  the  matter  voluntarily? — A.  Certainly;  I  dropped  into 
Mr.  Hays'  office,  he  was  at  the  door. 

Q.  Who  is  he  ? — A.  An  atttorney. 

Q.  Whose  attorney  ? — A.  Attorney  at  law, 

Q.  Whose  attorney  ? — ^A.  Attorney  at  law,  barrister. 

Q.  Whose  attorney  was  he,  the  attorney  of  any  one  ? — ^A.  No,  I  am  not  aware 
of  it. 

Q,  Whose  attorney  in  this  matter  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  did  you  go  to  his  office  ? — A.  I  am  personally  acquainted  with  him, 
and  did  a  great  deal  of  business  with  him. 

Q.  Did  you  hear  Mr.  Hays  had  a  number  of  declarations  ? — ^A.  Certainly  I  did 
hear  he  had  gone  around  and  taken  from  a  number  of  individuals  declarations,  fVom 
persons  who  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  He  was  working  for  Mr.  McLean  then  ? — A.  He  must  be. 

Q.  You  understood  he  was  and  went  in  on  that  understanding  ? — A.  I  suppose 
so  ;  I  don't  know  whether  be  had  ordeis  to  do  it  from  the  Conservative  committee 
or  not,  I  made  no  inquiries. 

Q.  At  any  rate  you  went  into  Mr.  Hays'  office  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  say  to  him  ? — A.  I  said  "  You  are  taking  declarations  of  those 
parties  who  voted  for  Mr.  McLean,  I  understand  "  ;  there  was  some  lying  on  his 
desk  and  he  asked,  ''  will  you  sign  "  or  something  like  that. 

Q.  You  signed  your  name  to  the  paper  ? — A.  After  reading  it. 

Q.  Did  you  read  it  or  he  ? — A.  I  read  it. 

Q.  Was  it  printed  ? — A.  In  printed  form. 

Q.  You  read  it  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  What  did  yon  do  then  ? — ^A.  Nothing  more,  only  I  solemnly  deolared  that 
the  contents  were  trne  or  something  to  that  effeot. 

Q.  Yon  solemnly  deolared  the  contents  were  true  or  something  to  that  effect  ? 
— A,  Yes. 

Q.  Who  before  ?— A.  Mr.  Hays. 

Q.  Did  he  sign  it  in  your  presence  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  but  I  have  no  doubt  of  it. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  ? — A.  I  don't  recollect. 

Q.  Bat  he  produced  no  book  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  declare  on  the  book  ? — ^A.  I  won't  be  sure  whether  I  did  or 
not,  possibly  I  did. 

Q.  Possibly  you  did,  eh? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  ? — ^A.  No,  I  do  not  remember;  I  don't  remember  the  form 
he  went  through  except  that  he  handed  me  the  declaration  to  read,  and  I  made  the 
declaration  in  the  same  way  that  he  had  made  declaraiione  for  me  and  I  for  him, 
bat  I  don't  know  the  form  we  went  through  on  that  occasion. 

Q.  Who  ^ as  your  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  James  Fan*. 

Q.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  Ck)cservative  committee? — ^A.  No,  I  was  not,  I 
have  not  been  for  some  years. 

Q.  Did  you  always  vote  one  way? — A.  I  always  voted  one  way. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  acted  with  Mr.  Farr,  I  mean  on  any  committee  ? — A.  No,  I 
never  saw  Farr  at  a  committee  meeting. 

Q.  You  never  saw  Farr  at  a  committee  meeting? — A.  He  might  have  been  there 
for  all  that. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  have  any  talk  with  him — A.  No. 

Q.  — ^about  this  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  about  his  vote? — A.  No,  nor  had  any  consultation  with  him;  I  don't 
suppose  I  spoke  to  him  half  a  dozen  times. 

Q.  Were  you  ever  solicited  by  any  one  to  vote  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Voted  voluntarily? — A.  Always  did. 

Q.  Nobody  asked  you  to  vote  for  McLean  ? — A.  Nobody  asked  me  to  vote. 

Q.  They  knew  your  leanings  ? — A.  They  did. 

Q.  Your  principles  are  pretty  well  known  in  the  locality? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  So  you  were  not  canvassed  ? — A.  No  use  canvassing  me. 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  had  no  conversation  with  Farr,  the  deputy  returning  officer, 
respecting  this  election  or  how  he  was  going  to  vote  or  how  you  were  going  to  vote  ? 
— A.  I  had  no  conversation  with  him,  direct  or  indirect. 

Q.  You  had  not?— A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  how  he  usually  votes? — A.  No,  I  don't  know  anything  at  all 
about  him. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Do  yon  remember,  Mr.  Woodcock,  what  time  of  day  it  was  you  went  in  to 
vote  ? — A.  Somewhere  about  the  middle. 

Q.  Before  dinner  or  after? — A.  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  forenoon. 

Q.  Early  in  the  forenoon  ? — ^A.  I  think  it  would  be  before  twelve,  before  the 
general  rush  of  workmen  at  twelve. 

Q.  You  went  in  before  the  rush  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  or  do  you  not  that  Farr  about  that  time  had  been  drinking  ? — 
A.  Well,  I  could  see  he  was,  as  he  often  has  been  when  I  passed  him  in  the  street ; 
he  had  been  drinking  but  he  was  not  drunk. 

Q.  You  see  that  is  a  matter  of  opinion  ;  one  man  thinks  a  person  is  not  drunk 
if  he  does  not  lie  down  in  the  gutter  and  others  think  that  if  a  man  is  pleasant  after 
dinner  he  is  drunk  ? — A.  From  what  I  saw  of  the  man  I  suppose  he  would  be 

Q.  What  did  you  mean  by  saying  he  was  fVee  living  ? — A.  He  drank  freely;  he 
had  that  reputation. 

Q.  You  mean  he  drank  more  than  was  good  for  him  ? — A.  That  is  the  name  he 
generally  had  in  Goderich. 

Q.  Don't  you  know  he  was  at  this  time  on  the  spree  ? — A.  No. 
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Q.  Did  you  see  when  yoa  went  into  the  poll  that  he  was  drinking  f — ^A.  He 
wasn't  on  a  spree. 

Q.  What  do  yon  mean  ? — ^A.  Like  many  others  who  drink  too  much,  you  could 
see  it  on  him  ail  the  time.     ' 

Q.  That  is  what  you  imply  from  the  effect  on  him? — A.  I  didn't  see  enough  to 
judge. 

Q.  You  say  it  had  the  same  effect  on  him  as  on  people  who  drink  too  much?^ 
A.  Well,  he  was  a  little  stupid. 

Q.  He  was  a  little  stupid,  exactly ;  so  you  think  from  the  condition  in  which 
he  appeared  he  was  a  little  stupid  ? — A.  By  name;  1  hadn't  enough  lo  do  with  him 
to  say  genei-ally,  but  I  saw  his  company  and  saw  him  going  in  and  out  of  a  tavern 
not  far  from  my  office. 

Q.  And  you  judged  by  the  general  effects  ? — ^A.  Top,  I  thought  he  had  been 
drinking. 

Q.  Me  presented  the  appearance  of  a  man  who  had  taken  too  much  ? — A.  He 
looked  besotted 

Q.  Besotted  and  stupid? — ^A. but  he  has  had  that  appearance  for  some 

time. 

Q.  He  had  that  appearance  for  some  time  and  had  that  appearance  this  day? 
Would  you  consider  from  what  you  knew  of  him  that  he  was  a  suitable  person  to 
be  deputy  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  I  never  thought  he  was  a  suitable  person  to  have 
it  entrusted  to  him  at  the  best  of  times— 

Q.  You  did  not  consider  him  a  suitable  person  ? — ^A.  but  I  did  not  see  any* 

thing  different  in  him  that  day  to  other  days. 

Q.  But  this  was  not  one  of  his  best  times  ? — ^A.  I  told  you  I  didn't  speak  to 
him  half  a  dosen  times,  I  didn't  have  much  to  do  with  him. 

Q.  Didn't  it  strike  you  he  was  not  a  suitable  person  in  his  condition  ? — k.  It 
always  did  when  I  heard  he  was  appointed. 

Q.  And  his  appearance  this  day  confirmed  your  judgment  ? — ^A.  Certainly,  I 
didn't  see  any  difference  that  day  to  his  general  appearance  when  I  have  seen  him 
on  the  street;  every  one  knew  his  drinking  propensities,  for  a  month  or  two  before 
he  had  been  discharged  from  the  organ  factory. 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  One  or  two  months  before  he  had  been  discharged  from  his  factory,  is  it  ?-* 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  From  the  organ  factory  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  McAUster  : 
Q.  The  Goderich  organ  factory  ? — A.  The  Goderioh  organ  factory,  yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  Your  impression  is,  about  this  declaration,  it  would  be  three  weeks  or  a 
month  after  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  I  can't  recollect  really  how  long,  but  it  was 
some  short  time  after  the  election;  it  might  have  been  two  weeks,  or  a  little  less  or 
a  little  more. 

Q.  You  are  only  speaking  to  \i  he  best  of  your  judgment;  (o  the  best  of  your 
Vudgment  it  would  be  two  weeks  or  about  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Not  less  than  two  weeks  or  more  than  a  month  ?— A.  I  would  not  like  to  say. 

Q.  Was  the  document  ready  for  you  ? — A.  Oh,  no. 

(J.  It  was  prepared  for  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  in  print  and  blank  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  name  was  filled  in  ? — A.  Yes.  I  don't  recollect  exactly  the  con- 
versation ;  it  was  on  the  taking  of  these  declarations,  and  he  handed  me  a  copy  and 
I  said  I  had  no  objection  to  take  it. 
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Q.  Yon  only  got  one  ballot  from  Farr  ?— A.  That  is  all. 

Q.  I  suppose  yon  know  nothing  more  of  any  one  getting  two  ? — ^A.  I  know 
nothing  more  than  hearsay. 

Q.  Yon  don't  know  from  the  parties  themselves? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  don't  know  who  the  parties  were  who  had  ballots  given  them  ? — ^A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  As  I  nnderstandy  Mr.  Woodoock,  yon  considered  it  was  not  proper  for  the 
returning  officer  to  appoint  this  man  Farr? — A.  I  did,  because  he  was  not  a 
proper  man. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  But,  Mr.  Woodcock,  don't  you  know  that  man  had  been  appointed  year  in 
and  year  out? — A.  That  didn't  alter  my  opinion.    I  didn't  think  him  a  proper  man. 

Q.  Didn't  you  know  the  municipal  council  had  appointed  him  five  or  six  times  7 
— ^A.  I  suppose  he  was,  but  that  didn't  alter  my  opinion. 

Q.  I  just  want  the  fact — opinions  will  differ — ^you  did  know  that? — A,  Oh, 
yes,  I  did. 

Q.  Your  opinion  will  be  different  from  the  municipal  council;  and  he  was 
appointed  to  take  the  plebiscite  vote? — A.  I  suppose,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  And  I  suppose  he  was  appointed  when  nis  habits  were  better  and  it  would 
not  bo  kind  to  turn  him  out  ? — (JSTo  answer.) 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Well,  his  habits  have  been  changed  some  years  7 — A.  Well,  I  have  not  seen 
him  much  of  late.    I  seen  a  great  deal  of  him  going  to  the  hotel. 

ByMr.Buesell: 

Q,  It  might  be  Mr.  Sands  would  not  know  much  of  him,  not  being  opposite 
where  he  got  his  grog? — A.  I  don't  suppose  Mr.  Sands  knew  much  of  him. 

Q.  I  presume  Mr.  Sands  kept  him  on  the  list  because  he  was  on  for  years  7-^ 
(No  answer  was  recorded,  by  the  order  of  the  chairman.) 

By  Mr.  Bell  (Prince)  : 

Q.  You  saw  him  under  the  influence  of  liquor  7 — A.  I  saw  him  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  and  saw  him  going  into  the  tavern. 

Q.  Have  you  seen  him  many  times  ? — A.  I  never  saw  the  man  outrageously 
drunk. 

Q.  But  you  have  seen  him  under  the  influence  of  drink  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Passed  him  on  the  street  a  number  of  limes  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  has  extended  over  a  number  of  years  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  ? — A.  A  year  or  so ;  I  don't  know  much  of  the  man,  1  never  saw 
the  man  drunk. 

Q.  But  you  saw  him  ujder  the  influence  of  liquor? — ^A.  I  saw  him  under  the 
influence  of  Itquor. 

Q.  Many  times  ? — ^A.  I  never  saw  the  man  absolutely  drunk. 

Q.  The  evidence  is  that  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquor*? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  your  observation  extended  over  a  good  many  years  r — A.  I  would  not 
say  that.     It  might  be  the  last  year  or  so.    I  knew  very  little  of  the  man. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Sands  the  returning  officer? — A.  I  don't  know  him 
intimately. 

Q.  You  don't  know  him  intimately  ?— A.  No. 
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Q.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  how  he  came  to  appoint  Farr  ?— A.  I  never  spoke  to 
him  on  the  subject. 

Witness  discharged. 


James  Nslson  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  Where  do  you  reside  ?— A.  414  Church  St.,  Toronto. 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Farr? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  know  where  he  was  working  in  Toronto  up  to  about  the  middle  of 
July  ? — A.  Well,  he  told  me  he  was  working  for  Thompson's  furniture  factory. 

Q.  Were  you  living  at  the  same  house  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Boarding  at  the  same  house  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  was  boarding  at  the  same 
house. 

Q.  Up  to  that  time  you  and  he  stopped  together  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  with  him  as  to  the  reason  why  he  gave 
up  his  work  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  did. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  it  was  or  about  when  it  was  ?— A.  Well,  a  Saturday 
was  on  the  13th  of  July. 

Q.  On  the  13th  of  July  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  where  was  it  you  had  the  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  Well,  on  the 
13th  of  July  we  seen  a  piece  in  The  Telegram  about  tearing  up  a  vote,  a  ballot  and 
Mr.  Marshall  showed  him  the  paper. 

Q.  What  Mr.  Marshall,  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall  ?— A.  Mr.  Thomas  Marshall. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  You  were  present  ? — A.  Yes,  and  he  got  very  nervous  and  excited,  and  about 
seven  o'clock  in  the  evening  he  said  ^*  I  am  going  home  to  Goderich  to  give  myself 
up  and  face  the  music." 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  And  is  that  all  he  said  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  Well,  he  said  he  was  not  going 
to  run  away,  that  he  was  going  up  there  and  say  that  he  had  done  nothing  wrong 
and  he  was  not  going  to  run  away  from  it. 

Q.  Was  not  going  to  run  away  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Was  that  ail  that  took  place  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  next? — A.  That  morning;  I  didn't  see  him  at  break- 
fast time. 

Q.  This  morning  was  what  morning  ? — A.  The  next  morning.  This  was  on 
Friday  was  it  not  ?  No,  it  was  the  13th  of  July  was  on  Thursday.  He  went  home 
that  day.  It  was  the  14th  he  was  talking  about  going  home,  he  went  home  on  the 
Thursday  and  then  he  came  back  on  Friday. 

Q,  Did  you  see  him  on  Friday  ? — A.  I  saw  him  on  Friday  at  supper  time. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  talk  then  ? — A.  Not  just  then,  but  after  supper  we  went 
up  to  the  bedroom  and  he  showed  me  a  ticket  which  he  said  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Vance  gave  him.     First  he  had  paid  his  brother  gave  it  to  him ;  then  he  said  Vance 

§av6  it  to  him,  and  he  said  it  was  for  North  Dakota,  but  it  was  not.    It  was  from 
t.  Paul,  Minn.,  to  Chicago,  and  from  Chicago  to  Hamilton,  and  from  Hamilton  to 
Toronto.    Some  said  the  ticket  was  no  good.    Of  couree  I  don't  know  that,  and  he 
nad  a  check  on  his  trunk  for  Hamilton  North  Dakota.    He  said  his  trunk  was  there. 
Q.  He  had  a  check  ? — A.  A  trunk  check. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY,  478 

Q.  A  baggage  oheok  ? — ^A.  A  baggage  check. 

Q.  Indicating  that  his  trank  had  gone  to  North  Dakota  ? — A.  North  Dakota. 
He  Baid  that  thiB  ticket — we  aeked  him  what  eood  was  the  ticket  and  he  said  if  he 

St  into  a  tight  pinch  he  would  get  away  with  the  ticket.  That  was  what  he  had 
)  ticket  for,  it  was  to  go  away. 

Q.  If  he  got  into  a  tight  oinch?— A.  If  he  ^ot  into  a  tight  pinch. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  rarther  on  the  sabject  ? — A.  Not  on  that  night  I  don't 
remember. 

Q.  When  next  did  yon  talk  with  him  ? — A.  I  seen  him  Saturday. 

Q.  Where  did  yon  see  him  ? — A.  In  the  same  bedroom. 

Q.  And  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I  had  a  conversa- 
tion with  him  then.  I  eays ''  The  papers  claim  that  yon  are  ail  to  blame  for  this  affair." 
"Well ",  he  says  ''  I  aint  all  to  blame"  he  says,  "  If  I  go  down  to  Ottawa  I  will  give 
different  evidence  altogether.  I  met  Mr.  Holmes",  he  says  ''with  his  brother  that 
night  after  the  election,  Mr.  Holmes  shook  hands  with  him  and  says  "  I  will  remem- 
ber yon  for  this  Farr,"  he  says  ''  that  will  show  them  I  ain't  all  to  blame." 

Q.  He  said  he  was  not  all  to  blame  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Not  all  to  blame  himself  7^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  he  would  give  a  different  story  if  he  went  to  Ottawa? — A.  If  he 
went  to  Ottawa. 

Q.  And  what  did  he  sa^  aboQt  meeting  this  person?— A.  He  said  the  night 
after  the  election  he  met  this  person. 

Question  objected  to  by  Mr.  Eussell, 

After  further  argument. 

The  Chairman. — The  ruling  I  would  give,  Mr.  Borden,  as  the  case  stands  just 
DOW,  would  be  that  the  witness  ought  not  to  say  what  Farr  said  that  third  person 
told  him,  or  mention  the  third  persons'  name,  but  he  can  say  what  Farr  told  him 
about  himself  or  his  own  actions  or  conduct. 

After  further  argument. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Now,  I  want  you  to  go  on.  You  have  told  us  about  a  conversation  with 
i**arriQ  which  be  said  thst  some  person  had  had  a  conversation  with  him  the  night 
after  the  election,  had  shaken  hands  with  him  and  told  him  he  would  always  remember 
him  or  something  like  that?  Did  he  state  where  this  conversation  had  taken  place? 
—A.  He  said  on  the  street. 

Q.  He  said  this  conversation  had  taken  place  on  the  street  in  what  place  ? — A. 
In  Groderich. 

Q.  In  Godei'ich  ?  Now  did  he  tell  you  anything  else  that  had  taken  place  in 
Goderich  ? — A.  No,  he  didn't  tell  me  that  night. 

Q,  He  didn't  tell  you  anything  else  that  night  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  any  other  nieht? — A.  The  next  night ;  I  didn't  see  him  all  that 
day.  This  was  Saturday  eight.  He  told  me  about  meeting  this  friend,  and  Sunday 
1  didn't  see  him  because  I  had  went  out  with  Mr.  Marshall,  to  the  halfway  house. 
He  was  going  to  Brooklyn.  I  came  back  that  night  and  Mr.  Vance  came  down  to 
the  house. 

Q,  What  Mr.  Yance  ? — A.  Mr.  Vance  that  I  just  mentioned. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  first  name  is  ? — A.  I  don't  know  what  his  first  name  is. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  looking  man  is  he? — A.  A  medium  sized  man,  I  think  he  has 
a  sandy  mustache.  I  seen  him  at  night,  between  ten  and  eleven  o'clock  at  night,  I 
think  he  wore  a  straw  hat. 

Q.  What  height  is  he  ? — A.  He  must  be  between  5  ft.  ^  and  5  ft.  8  I  think  it  is. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  Mr.  Vance  before  ? — A.  Not  before  this  Sunday  night. 

Q.  Was  he  present  at  the  conversation  with  Farr? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  What  did  Mr.  Vance  do  ? — A.  He  came  down  for  Farr,  lo  see  if  he  could  see 
Farr.  He  had  told  Furr  to  call  on  him  Sunday.  Vance  had  asked  me  if  Farr  was  in, 
and  I  lold  him,  "  No/'  he  had  went  out,  but  if  he  had  a  mesnage  to  leave  I  would  tell 
Farr  when  he  came  back.    He  told  me,  he  says,  *'  Well  I  will  give  you  my  address  " 
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aod  he  gave  me  his  address  and  said  *'  When  Fan*  comes  send  him  up  here  to  mj 
hoase  "7 

Q.  What  address  ? — ^A.  95  Howard  St,  Toronto.  I  marked  down  the  address, 
and  when  Farr  came  home  at  1:2.30  I  told  him  Yanoe  had  been  down  and  wanted  to 
see  him  and  was  going  away  that  morning  and  wanted  to  see  him  that  night,  and 
Farr  asked  me  if  I  would  not  take  a  walk  up  there  with  him  and  I  pat  on  my  clothes 
and  went  up  there  with  him. 

Q.  Up  to  his  place  ? — A.  Up  to  his  place. 

Q.  95  Howard  St.  ?— A.  95  Howard  St. 

Q.  A  house  or  office? — A.  A  house,  a  residence  and  we  talked  about  different 
things  on  the  way  up.  I  asked  him  about  the  election,  and  he  says — ^I  asked  him  if 
this  election  was  ran  straight  would  Holmes  be  elected,  and  he  said  "  Not  on  your 
life." 

By  Mr.Butsell: 
Q.  Who  said  this  ?— A.  Farr. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  else  on  the  way  up? — A.  He  didn't  say  anything  else 
about  it  but  he  went  into  the  hquse  and  mast  have  stayed  about  20  minutes  in  the 
house. 

Q.  Did  you  go  iu  ? — A.  No,  sir,  be  told  me  not  to  go  in.  He  ^aiu  ''  You  can't  go 
in  this  house  with  me,  you  had  better  stay  out  and  wait  till  I  am  through."  On  the 
way  down  again  he  was  speaking  about  the  election  and  I  said ''  That  will  queer  yon. 
You  won't  l^  able  to  get  returning  officer  there  again,"  and  he  said  *'  Oh,  yee,  I  will 
get  to  be  returning  officer,"  and  that  is  all  I  remember  going  down.  We  went  to 
bed  as  soon  as  we  got  home.  [  seen  him  Monday,  Tu^ay  and  Wednesday  and 
Wednesday  Vance  called  again. 

By  Mr.  Flint : 

Q.  You  saw  him  Monday  did  you  ? — A.  I  saw  Farr  Monday  and  Taesday.  He 
was  at  the  house,  he  was  not  working;  he  stopped  in  the  house.  On  Wednesday 
night  Yance  called  on  him.    I  don't  know  what  went  on. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

were  not  present? — ^A.  I  was  not  present  at  any  interview  they  had. 
y  night  Farr  went  away.  He  went  away  from  the  house  and  was  away 
iiday,  Sunday,  Monday,  Tuesday,  Wednesday,  Thursday,  Friday,  Satur- 
e  home  on  Saturday* 

ivent  away  Thursday  morning  and  came  back  Saturday  night  of  the 
eek? — A.  The  following  week. 

7&B  on  Thursday  you  told  us  you  had  this  conversation  with  him? — A. 
all  when  it  came  out  in  the  paper  it  was  on  a  Wednesday. 
Todnosday? — A.  Yes. 

then  you  told  us  of  a  conversation  on  Saturday  night? — ^A.  Satarday 

t  would  be  about  the  15th  of  July  ?— A.  The  15th  of  July. 

Sunday  night  you  went  up  to  Vance's  with    him  ? — A.  I    went   up    to 

h  him. 

t  would  be  on  the  16th  ? — A.  Yes. 

I  the  following  Wednesday  that  would  be  the  I9th,  Vance  came  to  the 

>  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

I  on  Thursday  he  went  away  ? — A.  He  went  away. 

I  remained  away  until  Saturday  of  the  following  week  ? — A.  The   fol- 
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Q.  It  woald  be  on  the  29th  of  July  when  he  oame  back.  Did  yon  have  any  con- 
yersation  with  him  ? — A.  Yes,  he  told  me  he  had  a  pretty  ron^h  time  of  it. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  yoa  where  he  had  been  ?^-A.  He  told  me  he  had  been  in 
Brooklin,  Oshawa,  and  Whitby. 

Q.  What  Brooklin  ?— Q.  Brooklin,  Ontario. 

Q.  Brooklin,  Oshawa  and  Whitby  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  did  yoa  have  any  oonvereation  with  him  about  the  election  ? — A.  No, 
nothing  only  he  said  that  Yance  had  a  telegram  from  Ottawa  telling  Yance  to  keep 
his  man  low. 

Q.  He  had  a  telegram  from  Ottawa  ? — A.  Telling  Yance  to  keep  his  man  low. 

Q.  To  keep  his  man  low  ? 

Qaestion  objected  to  by  Sir  Louis  Da  vies,  on  the  ground  that  this  was  tertiary 
evidence. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davits : 

Q.  Farr  told  you  that  Yance  told  him  that  he  had  a  telegram  from  Ottawa  to 
keep  his  man  low  ? 

By  Mr.Eusidl: 

Q.  Farr  said  that  Yance  said  that  somebody  else  said  ? — A.  No,  it  was  not  that 
way  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  further  on  this  occasion  to  you  that  you  remember  of? 
—A.  No,  except  that  he  had  a  rough  time  keeping  out  of  the  way  in  Brooklin, 
Oshawa,  and  Whitby. 

Q.  Now,  he  said  he  bad  a  rough  time  in  Oshawa,  Whitby,  and  Brooklin,  keep- 
ing out  of  the  way  ? — A.  Yes,  keeping  out  of  the  way. 

Q.  And  was  that  all  that  took  place  at  that  conversation — was  that  the  same 
day  he  came  back,  Saturday  ? — A.  Saturday  evening. 

Q.  And  at  what  place  did  this  conversation  take  place  ? — A.  At  the  boarding- 
house. 

Q.  414  Church  St.  ?— A.  414  Church  St. 

Q.  And  how  long  did  he  remain  there  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  I  had  breakfast 
with  him  on  Monday  morning,  but  on  Monday  noon  he  was  ^one  again. 

Q.  When  did  yon  see  him  next? — A.  I  seen  him  last  Friday. 

Q.  Where  was  he  then? — A.  At  the  corner  of  Alexander  and  Church  streets, 
nearly  opposite  the  school.  Marshall  said  to  him  "  Well,  Farr,  what  do  you  say  of 
your  Grit  party  now  ?"  Farr  said  "I  am  perfectly  innocent,  if  there  was  anything 
done";  he  said,  "  it  was  outride ;  it  wasn't  me  that  done  it";  and  I  8aid  to  him 
''What  about  this  ballot  stuffing  business  that  the  papers  is  talking  about"; "  Well," 
be  says,  ''  me  and  two  others  met  in  the  hotel  the  night  before  the  election  and  we 
talked  over  this,  and  we  seen  it  could  not  be  done." 

Q.  That  is  what  he  told  you  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  That  is  what  be  told  me, 
and  he  said  once  that  he  was  going  to  Ottawa  to  tell  everything  he  knew,  and  then 
he  said  he  was  going  to  Charlotte  on  an  excursion — ^it  is  in  New  York  state — he 
said  a  fellow 

By  Mr.  Powell: 

Q.  Charlotte  is  the  seaport  of  Eochester? — A.  Of  Eochentor — some  fellow 
anyway  offered  him  a  ticket  to  Michigan  with  |2,  but  he  didn't  take  it  because  he 
hadn't  enough  money  to  go  and  |2  wasn't  sufficient. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Well,  at  this  time  you  saw  him — where  was  it? — A.  At  the  corner  of 
Alexander  and  Church  streets. 
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Q.  Was  he  stopping  at  414  Charoh  stieet? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  say  where  he  was  stopping? — A.  He  said  he  was  stopping  at  a 
hotel  east  of  the  l5on,  bat  didn't  mention  the  name  of  the  hotel. 

Q.  Is  he  stopping  at  414  Gharch  street  now  ? — A.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

Q.  When  did  you  see  him  last? — A.  I  didn't  see  him  to  my  knowledge 

Q.  Since  last  Friday  night  ? — A.  Since  last  Friday  night. 

Q.  Did  yoQ  tell  me  whether  yon  recognized  that  photograph?  (showing  it  to 
witness) — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Yon  don't  recognize  that  ? — A.  No. 
.  Q.  Now,  did  he  say  anything  to  you  in  any  of  these  conversations  with  respect 
to  getting  any  money  ? — A.  Well,  the  first  time  after  he  came  home  from  Goderich 
he  said :  "  I  got  a  ticket  and  cheque  for  $500  and  more  too  if  I  wanted  to/'  but  he 
didn't  have  any  cheque  for  $500;  I  know  he  hadn't  because  Satufday  night  he 
went  over  with  Marshall  for  his  pay  to  the  factory  where  he  was  working  and  he 
had  sent  mo  in  to  his  coat  pocket,  to  his  inside  pocket  for  some  address  which  he 
wanted  me  to  make  out,  and  there  was  nothing  but  the  address  there. 

Q.  And  on  that  occasion  you  say  there  was  no  cheque? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  It  was  Saturday  night  he  went  for  his  pay? — A.  b'situi*day  morning,  that  is 
what  I  heard  from  Marshall  afterwards. 

Q.  You  don't  know  from  your  own  knowledge? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  heard  this  from  Marshall  afterwards? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Marshall  lives  at  414  Church  street,  does  he  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  then,  Mr.  Farr  was  in  Toronto  last  Friday  ? — A.  Last 
Friday. 

Q.  And  being  in  Toronto  he  could  not  be  away  in  North  Dakota  or  anywhere 
else,  eh  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q,  No  secrecy  about  that;  it  was  publicly  on  the  street  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Publicly  on  the  street  corner  you  saw  him? — A.  On  the  street  corner. 

Q.  I  suppose  he  was  well  known  in  Toronto  among  the  workmen  ho  mixed 
with  ? — A.  I  don't  know  his  acquaintances. 

Q.  The  men  he  worked  with  knew  him  ? — A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q,  Was  he  working  among  a  large  number  of  men  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  I  thought  you  were  one  of  the  men  working  at  the  same  factory  ? — ^A.  No, 
sir. 

Q.  You  said  you  were  satisfied  that  he  had  no  $500  cheque  at  all? — A.  He  had 
no  $500  cheque  at  all. 

Q.  You  seem  very  positive  about  that  ? — A.  I  am  positive. 

Q.  This  was  a  kind  of  bluff  game? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  fact  is  he  was  out  of  money  ? — A.  He  was  out  Monday. 

Q.  Out  of  money  I  say  ? — A.  Well,  he  was  out  of  money  Monday. 

Q.  You  satisfied  yourself  he  had  no  $500  cheque? — A.  He  had  no  $500  cheque. 

Q.  Or  any  other  hundred  dollars  ? — A.  I  don't  believe  he  did. 

Q.  He  seems  to  have  satisfied  you  pretty  well  by  previous  statements  he  had 
done  nothing  wrong  ? — A.  Not  on  his  account. 

Q.  According  to  his  account  he  had  done  nothing  wrong? — A.  Nothing  wrong. 

Q.  And  was  firm  in  this  as  a  matter  of  fact  ? — A.  He  was  firm  in  this. 

Q.  He  didn't  stuff  the  ballots  ? — A.  That  is  my  converaation  with  him. 

Q.  And  that  he  had  a  conversation  with  two  men  the  night  before  the  election, 
and  decided  that  it  would  not  and  could  not  be  done  ? — A.  No,  he  said  it  could  not 
be  done,  he  didn't  say  it  would  not. 

Q.  Well,  I  suppose  if  it  could  not  be  done  it  would  not  be  done  ?— A.  Well,  I 
suppose. 

Q.  Well,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  his  convei*sations  he  denied  he  had  done  any- 
thing wrong,  denied  he  had  stuffed  the  ballot  box,  and  told  you  as  a  matter  of  faet 
that  it  could  not  be  done? — A.  That  is  what  he  said. 

Q.  And  denied  he  had  done  anything  else  wrong  in  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  And  said  he  was  prepared  to  face  the  music,  as  70a  call  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  he  was  away  for  how  long  altogether? — ^A.  Well,  on  different  weeka 
yon  know— of  coarse  he  left  the  house,  he  left  the  house  Thursday  and  he  was  back 
Pridw. 

Q.  Yes,  that  is  the  first  time  ?— A.  That  is  the  first  time. 

Q.  But  some  time  after  you  said  he  was  away  for  a  long  time  ? — A.  Well,  ho 
was  away — ^that  was  on  the  next  week. 

Q.  The  next,  so  that  you  had  had  a  great  many  conversations  with  him  ? — A.  I 
had  Quite  a  few  conversations  with  him. 

Q.  I  understand  that  you  had  several  conversations  with  him  at  the  time  when 
the  newspapers  wore  charging  there  was  some  wrong-doing  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  these  newspaper  comments  were  called  to  his  attention? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  had  conversations  with  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  the  upshot  of  it  was  he  denied  having  done  anything  wrong  ? — A.  He 
denied  having  done  anything  wrong.  * 

Q.  He  denied  having  done  anything  wrong;  and  you  saw  him  in  Toronto  last 
Friday  ?— A.  Last  Friday. 

Q.  Then  in  sum  and  substance  you  saw  him  in  Toronto  last  Friday,  and  he 
denied  having  done  anything  wrong? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  had  understood  he  had  done  nothing  wron^  before  or  after  he  saw  Vance  ? 
—A.  The  way  I  understood  it  was  this:  he  left  the  nouse  the  time  he  seen  this  on 
the  papers  about  the  ballot  getting  tore  up;  he  said  the  ballot  was  of  no  account ;  ho 
said  at  one  time  *'no,  nothing  was  done  in  the  election'';  I  asked  him  about  putting^ 
more  ballots  in  the  box  than  ought  to  be;  he  said  it  was  very  likely  the  ballots 
were  thin  and  in  the  noon  time  he  had  marked  a  lot  before  the  rush  and  he  might 
have  taken  off  two  and  given  them  to  the  voters. 

Q.  But  this  conversation  Sir  Louis  Davies  asked  you  about,  was  that  after  he 
saw  Yance  that  he  said  he  was  prepared  to  come  to  Ottawa  ? — A.  On  that  day,. 
Friday  night,  he  said  be  was  pretty  tired  of  it  and  he  was  going  to  Ottawa,  but 
afterwards  he  said  he  was  not  going  to  Ottawa,  he  was  going  to  Charlotte. 

Q«  Did  you  understand  what  he  was  keeping  out  of  the  way  for? — A.  I  told 
him  like  this,  ''  the  only  move  you  have  is  go  to  Ottawa  and  tell  evervthing  you 
know  or  go  to  the  States*';  he  said  if  he  had  money  enough  he  woula  go  to  the 
States. 

By  Mr.  8ifton : 
Q.  When  was  that  ?— A.  Friday. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  As  I  understand  you  he  told  you  he  was  keeping  out  of  the  way  and  had  a. 
hard  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  did  you  think  he  was  keeping  out  of  the  way  for? — ^A.  I  thought  it 
was  Yance. 

Q.  You  understood  it  was  on  account  of  Yance  he  was  keeping  out  of  the  way  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  Now,  you  told  us  also,  I  think,  that  on  the  first  occasion  when  you  men- 
tioned it  he  got  very  nervous  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  quit  work  ? — A.  Quit  work  the  next  morning. 

By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  The  conversation  that  you  had  with  Mr.  Farr  in  regard  to  ballot  stuffing 
which  you  called  his  attention  to,  as  I  understand  you,  was  to  the  effect  that  the 
ballots  were  very  thin  and  that  ho  might  have  given  two  to  a  voter  at  one  time ;  ia 
that  what  you  said  ? — A.  That  is  what  he  said. 
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Q.  Then  that  the  voter  might  have  got  both  in  the  box  ? — A.  That  the  voter 
might  have ;  he  said  if  he  was  a  man  that  was  crooked  he  woald  have  marked  the 
ballots  and  he  woald  have  pat  them  in  the  box. 

Q.  And  if  a  man  that  was  stupid  he  might  have  marked  both  and  pat  them  in 
the  box  ? — A.  He  didn^t  say  that  way. 

Q.  He  didn't  suggest  that  the  possibility  of  the  voter  bringing  back  two  ballots, 
one  marked  and  the  other  unmarked,  and  putting  these  both  in  the  box  ? — ^A.  He 
said  if  he  was  a  mai>  that  was  crooked  he  would  mark  both  and  put  them  in  the  box. 

Q.  There  would  be  nothing  unfair  about  that  if  two  ballots  go^  into  the  box, 
one  marked  and  the  other  not  marked  ?-^A.  He  took  two  pieces  of  paper  like  this 
(illustrating  it)  as  I  understand,  and  initialled  them  at  noon  time  for  the  rush,  and 
then  when  the  rush  came  instead  of  taking  one  he  might  have  taken  two  and  handed 
them  to  the  man ;  he  remarked  the  man  might  have  marked  both  and  handed  them 
to  him  and  he  might  have  put  them  in  the  box  and  he  says,  ''  The  man  if  he  was  a 
fair  man,  would  only  mark  one." 

Q.  And  bring  back  the  two? — A.  Yes;  of  course  if  this  man  didn't  find  the  two 
ballots  he  would  foM  them  up 

Q.  And  they  would  both  be  rolled  up  and  go  into  the  box  together  ? — ^A.  Yes. 
Well,  I  suppose  of  course  that  is  what  he  was  telling  me.  I  know  nothing  at  all 
about  elections. 

Q.  And  be  disclaimed  having  done  anything  crooked? — A.  That  is  what  he  said. 

Q.  I  understood  you  to  answer  Sir  Lc»uis  Davies  that  he  had  stated  before  that 
that  could  not  bo  done  ?— A.  Couldn't  be  done. 

Q.  In  what  condition  was  Farr  about  this  time  that  you  saw  him;  was  he 
drinking  ? — A.  He  was  on  Friday  night,  when  he  came  back  trom  Goderich.  He 
was  drunk,  there's  no  doubt  about  that. 

Q.  That  was  the  time  when  he  had  one  of  these  conversations  with  you,  was  it 
not? — A.  No,  he  was  drunk  on  Friday  because  he  told  me  '*  I  went  to  Goderich  and 
I  was  only  an  hour  in  Goderich  when  I  bad  met  two  men." 

Q.  Whore  was  it  you  had  this  conversation  about  the  two  men  ? — A.  This  was 
Friday  night,  in  the  bedroom.;  be  had  met  two  men  and  they  had  given  him  two 
bottles  of  Seagram's  whisky  and  sent  him  on  the  train  back  to  Toronto. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  that  night? — ^A.  I  seen  him  Friday. 

Q.  Where? — A.  At  the  boarding-house,  414  Church  street 

Q.  What  city?— A.  In  Toronto. 

Q.  When  you  saw  him  that  night,  I  am  asking  what  condition  he  was  in?— A. 
He  was  drunk. 

Q.  You  had  some  conversation  with  him  that  night? — A.  I  had  some  conver- 
sation. 

Q.  That  was  one  of  the  convernations  you  referred  lo? — ^A.  Yes,  that  night. 

Q.  That  night  he  was  drunk  when  you  had  the  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  He 
was  drunk,  but  on  Saturday  night  he  told  us  about  meeting  these  two  men. 

Q.  Was  he  eober  on  Saturday? — A.  More  sober  than  on  Friday  but  he 

Q.  Still  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liqaor? — ^A.  Under  the  inflaence  of 
liquor. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  drunk  on  polling  day? — A.  One  time  I  asked 
him  what  condition  he  was  in  on  election  day  and  he  said  "  No,  I  was  not  drunk  on 
election  day." 

Q.  He  said  he  was  sober  on  election  day? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know  if  he  was  drinking  before  that? — ^A.  I  never  seen  Farr  till 
he  came  to  this  boarding-bouse,  and  another  time  he  told  me  he  had  been  drinking 
two  or  three  days  before  the  election. 

Q.  The  thing  that  seemed  to  worry  him  most  was  that  he  had  torn  up  two  or 
three  ballots  and  thrown  them  on  the  floor  instead  of  putting  them  into  the  enve- 
lope ? — A.  That  seemed  to  start  him.  That  was  the  first  thing  that  came  oat  in  the 
paper. 

'',  About  a  ballot  being  found  on  polling  day  torn  up? — A.  It  was  an  account 
ire  a  man  bad  thrown  a  ballot  on  the  floor  and  asked  some  question  and  he 
and  tore  it  up. 
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Q.  And  that  is  what  excited  him  ? — A.  What  started  him  that  night  I  have 
known  him  since  before  the  first  of  May  and  I  never  seen  him  under  the  inflaenoeof 
whisky  till  this  Friday  night. 

Q.  You  don't  come  here  to  tell  us  he  was  not  a  drinking  man? — A.  I  never  seen 
him  under  the  influence  of  whisky  till  he  came  back  from  Goderich, 

Q.  How  often  had  you  seen  him  about  Toronto  ? — A.  Before  Friday  night  ? 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  I  was  boarding  in  the  same  house  with  him. 

Q.  How  long  ? — A.  From  the  12th  of  May  up  to  the  night  I  am  telling  ot  I 
am  boarding  there  yet. 

Q.  Do  vou  know  of  his  being  dismissed  from  his  place  for  drunkenness? — A. 
He  never  told  me  that. 

Q.  You  didn't  know  about  that  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  This  cheque  that  he  told  you  he  had  for  $500  that  is  all  poppycock,  you 
think  ? — A.  That  is  all  poppycock  I  guess.  He  didn't  have  any  cheque.  Ho  said  he 
coald  get  money. 

Q.  He  said  he  did  have  the  money? — A.  He  said  he  could  get  the  money. 

Q.  He  said  he  did  have  the  cheque  ? — A.  No,  he  said  first  he  had  the  cheque  for 
$500  and  then  afterwards  the  next  day  when  he  sobered  up 

Q.  But  that  day  he  said  that  he  bad  a  cheque  for  $500? — A.  He  said  when  he 
came  back  from  Goderich,  ''  I  have  a  ticket  for  North  Dakota  and  a  cheque  for 
$500." 

Q.  And  now  yon  say  that  was  not  true? — A.  That  was  not  true.  The  next  day 
he  said  he  could  get  the  $500. 

Q.  That  may  have  been  equally  untrue? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  that 
of  course. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  your  instructions  to  come  here? — A.  The  summons  ? 

Q.  Did  you  have  a  summons  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  that  ? — A.  Saturday  noon  time. 

Q.  Saturday  noon,  and  did  you  have  any  conversation  with  anybody  before  you 
came? — A.  Well,  yes;  I  had  a  conversation  before  I  came  with  Mr  McPherson. 

Q.  I  do  not  know  who  that  is? — A.  I  don't  know  anything  about  it  neither, 
only  just 

Q.  Was  it  explained  to  you  what  you  were  wanted  here  for  ? — A.  Yes,  he 
explained  what  I  was  wanted  here  for. 

Q.  I  don't  know  who  Mr.  McPherson  is  ? — A.  He  is  an  embarrasser,  I  think, 

Q.  A  barrister? — A.  A  barrister. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Is  he  the  man  who  served  the  subpoena? — A.  No;  it  was  a  telegram  1  got. 
Q.  It  was  a  telegram  you  got  ? — A.  I  got  the  thing  here  in  my  pocket. 
Q.  A  telegram  from  the  clerk  of  the  committee,  you  got  this  on  Saturday  night  ? 
— A.  Saturday  r.ight. 

Q.  The  telgram  reads : 

<'  Jamxs  Nxt.son,  5th  August,  1899. 

414  Church  St., 
Toronto. 
You  are  hereby  ordered  to  attend  and  give  evidence  before  the  Committee  on 
Privileges  and  Elections,  on  Monday  morning  next  at  ten  o'clock.    Expenses  paid 
here. 

WALTER  TODD, 

Clerk  of  the  Committee." 

Well,  of  course  you  had  to  advance  your  own  expenses  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  yon  did  so  ? — A.  Well,  I  borrowed  them. 

Q.  It  was  not  Mr.  McPherson  that  you  borrowed  them  fVom  ? — ^A.  Yes,  it  was 
Mr.  McPherson  I  borrowed  them  from. 

Q,  Did  you  go  to  Mr.  McPherson  to  borrow  them  or  did  he  come  to  you? — A.  I 
went  to  him. 
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Q.  Aod  he  was  a  barrister  ? — A.  That  is  what  his  sign  says. 

Q.  An  acquaintance  of  yoars? — ^A.  No.  sir. 

Q.  How  did  yon  come  to  go  to  Mr.  McPherson  ? — ^A.  I  iost  wanted  to  borrow 
money ;  people  was  telling  me  that  thing  was  very  serious,  and  if  I  didn't  come  down 
here  I  might  be 

Q.  He  is  a  money  lender? — A.  I  don't  know.  I  went  to  him  and  I  asked  him 
if  he  would  not  lend  me  my  fare  to  Ottawa. 

Q.  How  did  you  come  to  think  of  him  7— 'A.  I  was  told. 

Q.  Who  told  you  ? — A.  A  young  man  I  was  talking  to,  and  he  said  McPherson 
was  a  Conservator  and  might  lend  me  the  money. 

Q.  You  donH  know  who  that  young  man  was  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know  his  name. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 
Q.  He  seemed  to  have  very  good  judgment?  —A.  Yes,  he  hit  it  very  good. 

By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  And  what  did  Mr.  McPherson  say  ? — A.  I  showed  him  the  subpoena,  and  he 
said  if  I  would  pay  the  money  back  he  would  lend  me  the  money. 

Q.  You  never  new  McPherson  before  and  were  only  recommended  to  him  by 
this  young  man  ? — A.  I  saw  him  on  Friday  night  and  he  came  down  to  the  house 
and  asked  me  if  I  knew  where  Farr  was. 

Q.  You  saw  McPherson  on  Friday  night? — A.  On  Friday  night 

Q.  And  he  asked  you  if  you  knew  where  Farr  was,  and  you  told  him-— 'A.  I 
told  him  I  didn't  know  because  I  hadn't  seen  Farr  on  Friday  night.  It  was  after 
I  seen  McPherson  I  seen  Farr. 

Q.  And  that  was  the  reason  you  saw  McPherson  because  you  saw  him  on 
Friday  night? — A.  No,  it  was  not.  He  said,  ''If  you  want  any  information  about 
any  subject,  come  to  me  and  I  will  advise  you." 

Q.  Mr.  McPherson  had  seen  you  on  Friday  night  and  asked  yon  if  you  knew 
Farr's  whereabouts  and  then  told  you  if  you  wanted  any  information  to  come  to 
him  and  he  would A.  He  would  see  me  through. 

Q.  And  then  it  was  after  that  you  got  the  telegram  ? — ^A.  It  was  the  next  noon 
time  I  got  the  telegram. 

Q.  You  had  occasion  to  see  McPherson  that  day  7 — A.  Saturday  night  I  went 
to  see  McPherson. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  him  on  Sunday  night? — A.  No,  I  left  last  night  at  nine 
thirty. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  anybody  last  night? — A.  Nobodv  last  night. 

Q.  You  had  no  conversation  with  anybody  last  night  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  had  a  conversation  with  McPherson  on  Saturday  night? — ^A.  On 
Saturday  night. 

Q.  On  Friday  night  besides  asking  you  about  Farr's  whereabouts, — was  this 
the  whole  conversation  ? — A.  Well,  of  course  we  talked  about  the  weather  and 
about  election  and  one  thing  and  another. 

Q.  That  was  the  only  conversation  you  had,  that  conversation  with  McPherson 
on  Friday  night,  and  this  is  the  conversation  you  were  telling  about  and  this  talk 
about  the  weather  and  other  things  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  you  saw  him  on  Saturday  night  after  you  got  the  telegram? — A. 
I  told  him  I  was  subpoenaed  to  Ottawa  and  I  had  no  money,  it  was  between  pay 
day  and  if  he  would  advance  me  the  money  I  would  be  v<>ry  much  obliged  to  him, 
and  he  said,  he  thought  a  while  and  then  said,  ''  Yes,  I  will  advance  you  with  tlie 
money." 

Q.  Had  you  any  further  conversation  about  the  election  ? — A.  Not  that  night. 

Q.  And  was  Saturday,  was  that  the  last  time  you  saw  him? — i.  I  saw  aim 
again  on  Sunday  when  he  gave  me  the  money. 

Q.  He  did  give  you  the  money  on  Sunday? — A.  On  Sunday  I  went  to 
"orrow  the  money    He  had  told  me  to  come  down  to  his  office  on  Sunday. 
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Q.  He  was  in  his  office  on  Sanday,  was  he  ? — ^A.  He  was  at  2.30, 1  don't  know^ 
how  longafterwards. 

Q.  What  was  the  conversation  on  Sunday  ? — ^A.  It  was  jast  about  "  similar  *'  to 
that  on  Saturday. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  trial  ? — A.  He  said,  "  If  you  come  down  here 
the  best  thing  is  to  tell  what  you  know  and  to  tell  the  truth." 

Q.  You  told  him  all  you  knew? — A.  I  told  him  some  things. 

Q.  Some  facts,  but  not  all  you   know  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  didn't  tell  him  all  yon  know  ? — ^A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  And  on  Sunday  you  had  another  conversation  with  him  ? — A.  No,  heiust 
told  me  the  best  thing  was  to  go  down  there  and  tell  the  truth  and  told  me  when 
the  train  would  leave. 

Q.  Of  course,  you  do  not  know  who  McPherson  is  ? — A.  I  don't  know  anything 
at  all  about  it. 

Mr.  Borden. — I  might  make  a  statement  in  reference  to  this  and  I  would  like 
it  put  on  the  minutes.  I  say  that  when  the  names  of  Priest  and  Marshall  came  up 
in  the  evidence  of  Harry  Boss,  1  sent  a  telegram  to  Mr.  McPherson  asking  him  to 
interview  these  witnesses  and  see  whether  they  could  give  any  evidence  material 
to  this  case,  respecting  admissions  or  statements  by  Farr.  I  received  in  reply  from 
him  a  telegram  stating  that  Priest  was  absent,  but  that  Marshall  and  this  witness 
could  probably  give  material  evidence. 

I  then  mov^  on  Satui*day  for  summonses  for  these  witnesses,  James  Nelson 
and  Thomas  Marshall. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  With  respect  to  Mr.  McPherson  lending  you  money,  did  he  take  any  order 
from  you  for  the  repayment  of  the  money  ? — A,  xos,  sir, 

Q.  A  paper  directed  to  Mr.  Todd,  the  clerk  of  the  committee? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Directing  Mr.  Todd  to  repay  to  Mr.  McPherson  the  money  which  he 
advanced  to  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Now,  sir,  you  have  told  us  that  when  Farr  C4ime  back  from  Goderich  he  said 

he  had  been  there  only  an  hour  and  some  men  had  given  him  whisky A.  Two 

bottles  of  Seagrams. 

Q.  and  told  him  to  go  back  to  Toronto  ? — A.  He  told  me  they  shipped  him 

to  Toronto. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  the  two  names  ? — ^A.  He  did,  but  I  forget. 

Q.  Would  you  recall  them  if  they  were  mentioned  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't  think  it, 
I  didn't  pay  much  attention  because  he  was  telling  so  many  different  stories. 

Q.  Now,  you  say  he  was  drunk  at  the  conversation  on  Friday  in  which  he  said  he 
had  $500,  and  then  when  he  sobered  up  on  Friday  that  he  could  get  $500  ? — A.  That 
is  what  he  told  me. 

Q.  I  understand  you  say  on  the  way  back  from  95  Howard  street  at  where  Yanoe 
lives,  or  on  the  way  to  it  you  asked  him  whether  Holmes  would  be  elected  if  there 
had  been  a  fair  fight, A.  Going  to  it. 

Q.  and  the  reply  he  said  was  ?~A.  "  Never  on  your  life." 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  else,  did  he  explain  why  ? — A«  He  said  McLean  was  a 
more  popular  man  than  Holmes  and  that  even  some  of  his  party — that  is  the  Liberal 
party — ^was  against  Holmes  being  nominated  as  the  representative  of  the  party. 

Q.  I  am  not  so  much  concerned  in  that  as  did  he  explain  in  what  way  the  eleo- 
tion  was  not  straight  ? — A.  He  didn't  explain  that. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  In  your  conversations  he  spoke  in  favour  of  McLean? — A.  He  spoke  in 
favour  of  McLean. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  he  voted  for  McLean? — A.  One  night  he  said^-this 
was  Wednesday  when  I  come  to  think — I  said  ''There  is  apiece  in  the  papers  about 
people  saying  there  was  so  many  voted,  50  " — ^I  forget  the  right  numoer — *'  there 
2—31 
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was  80  many  ooaDted  for  MoLean  and  there  was  bo  many  men  would  awear  they 
voted  for  McLean  bnt  there  was  not  enough  ballots,"  he  turned  around  and  said  ''It 
is  very  funny  if  I  will  do  dirty  work  against  Mcliean  when  I  voted  myself  for  him.'* 

By  Mr.  Borden  ; 

Q.  Did  you  know  anythinffaboat  Mr.  Yanoe's  business ;  what  his  basiness  is, 
what  his  occupation  is  ? — ^A.  n  ell,  one  time  Farr  told  me  he  was  a  member  of 
Parliament. 

Q.  Is  a  member  of  Parliament  ? — A.  Told  me  he  was  a  member  of  Parliament; 
afterwards  I  found  out  he  was  an  organizer. 

Q.  Do  yon  know  his  first  name?— A..  1  don't  know. 

Q.  W  bat  kind  of  a  roan  is  Farr? — ^A.  Farr  is  a  stout  man,  tall ;  he  wears  light 
clothes ;  he  hfis  no  moustache  now ;  he  might  have  had  about  a  week's  growth  or 
over  of  moastache ;  he  had  shaved  his  moustache  off  and  was  letting  it  grow  again— 

Q.  As  he  bad  shaved  it  off? — A.  Either  in  Whitby  or  Brooklin. 

Q.  But  when  he  came  back  from  this  excursion  it  was  off? — ^A.  It  is  off. 

Q.  He  wore  no  beard  or  whisker,  only  a  moustuche  and  that  was  shaved  off  ?— 
A.  That  was  shaved  off. 

By  Mr.  Powell  : 

Q.  Up  to  the  time  he  saw  this  in  the  papers  he  had  always  worn  a  moustache?— 
A.  Up  to  the  time  he  came  back  from  Whitby  it  was  off. 

Wituess  discharged. 


SOBIRT  HOLMBS  SWOm. 

By  Mr.  Bus&ell : 

Q.  Mr.  Holmes,  a  statement  has  been  made  here  at  second-hand  about  some 
conversation  you  had  with  Farr,  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  No.  3  Ghxderich, 
after  the  election  ;  did  you  meet  Farr  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Just  relate  the  circumstances  ? — A.  I  was  in  Goderich  a  day  or  two  after  the 
election — I  don't  remember  exactly  how  long,  bat  not  long — I  was  in  Gk)derich  a 
day  or  two  after  the  election  and  as  I  was  passing  along  with  a  friend,  he  said  ''That 
is  Farr,  the  man  they  are  talking  about,"  or  words  to  that  effect  and  he  said  '^I 
will  introduce  him  to  you,"  and  he  introdaced  him  to  me. 

By  Sir  Louis  Daviei: 

Q.  You  had  never  met  him  before? — A.  No;  I  simply  shook  hands  with  him 
and  said,  '^  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  "  or  words  to  that  effect  and  passed  on ;  I  think 
that  is  the  end  of  the  conversation  I  had  with  him. 

Q.  That  is  all  the  conversation  7 — A.  That  is  all  the  conversation. 

By  the  Chairman : 
Q.  You  had  none  since  ?— A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  Thai  is  all  the  conversation  you  had  t— A«  All  the  conversation  I  had  in  my 
life  with  him. 
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By  Mr.  Bussell : 

Q.  Never  eaw  him  before  ? — A.  Never  saw  him  before  in  ny  life  to  my  know- 
ledge, never  saw  him  before. 

Q.  Well,  Mr.  HolmeR,  yoa  have^iven  us  a  fall  statement  of  the  conversation 
that  you  had  with  Mr.  Parr? — ^A.  Well,  I  would  like  to  know  what  you. have  down 
there. 

Q.  It  is  in  shorthand  and  I  am  not  sure  it  is  all  there? — A.  That  is  the  sub- 
Btance  of  all  that  transpired,  just  as  I  would  say  to  any  one,*'  I  am  glad  to  meet  you  "; 
this  was  all  the  convei*sation  I  had  with  Farr ;  people  were  talking  of  him  and  there 
was  some  talk  of  little  irregularities  but  I  have 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  But  yon  said  nothing  in  the  nature  of  thanking  him  or  saying  you  would  not 
forget  him  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Powell : 

Q.  You  know  Vance  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  lives  in  Toronto  ? — A.  I  think  so. 

Q,  Was  he  in  your  constituency  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  He  was  working  for  you  ? — A.  I  don't  know ;  he  was  in  Goderich. 

Q,  You  understood  from  your  friends  he  was  working  for  you? — A.  I  met  him 
injthe  committee  rooms  in  Gk>derich. 

Q.  He  was  in  Ooderioh  ? — A.  I  met  him  there,  I  don't  know  he  was  there  all 
the  time. 

Q.  He  was  working  for  you? — ^A.  I  understood  he  was. 

Q.  Did  you  meet  "  Cap  "  Sullivan  there  ? — A.  No,  I  think  not.  I  was  not  in  the 
towns  much  daring  the  election,  I  was  conducting  a  personal  canvass;  Captain  Salli- 
van  might  have  been  there  and  I  might  have  met  him ;  he  was  in  the  local  election, 
bat  I  do  not  remember  meeting  him  in  my  own. 

Witness  withdrew. 


Thomas  Marshall,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Toronto  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  At  414  Church  St?— A.  414, 

Q.  Do  you  know  James  Parr  ? — ^A.  I  do. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  him  ? — ^A.  Some  time  last  April. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  of  his  leaving  work  some  time  about  the  middle  of  July 
and  going  away  ? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  about  the  time  of  his  quitting  work 
with  respect  to  the  West  Huron  election? — A.  Not  much,  he  said  he  got  in — he  had 
to  go  home  and  see  his  lawyer,  on  account  of  what  he  seen  in  the  Telegram. 

Q.  He  had  to  go  home  to  see  his  lawyer  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  to  Goderich  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  that  all  he  said? — A.  Yes,  that  was  all  he  said;  asked  me  to  go  down  to 
the  Tremont  House  with  him. 

Q.  To  go  where? — A.  To  the  Tremont  House. 

Q.  What  for  ?— A.  To  get  his  wages. 

Q.  That  is  from  Mr.  Eough  ? — A.  From  Thompson  &  Co. 

Q.  And  yr)u  say  that  is  all  he  said  to  you  before  he  went  away  ? — ^A.  Yes,  I 
believe  that  was  all. 
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Q.  Ton  can't  recollect  anything  else  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  remark  anything. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  else  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  Bespecting  his  connection  with  the  West  Haron  election  ? — A.  Only  thai 
he  was  returning  oflScer,  he  made  that  remark  that  he  had  been  returning  officer 
for  years  and  he  had  been  returning  oflScer  that  day. 

Q.  That  is  all  he  said  7 — A.  I  believe  that  was  all. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  after  he  came  back  from  Goderich  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  him  then  7 — A,  Yes,  I  met  him  on 
Church  street  and  asked  him  into  the  house ;  he  showed  me  a  ticket  which  he  had 
for  Dakota  and  he  also  had  plenty  of  money  he  said. 

Q.  This  was  at  the  time  that  he  came  back  7 — A.  Game  back  from  Goderioh 
Friday  night. 

Q.  Was  that  all  he  said  7 — A.  He  was  going  to  Dakota  he  said ;  his  trunk  was 
in  Hamilton,  North  Dakota. 

Q.  Did  he  show  you  the  baggage  check  7 — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Well,  what  did  he  say  a&>ut  going  to  Dakota,  did  he  give  any  reason  7— A 
That  if  he  got  into  any  trouble  he  was  going  to  Dakota  on  this  ticket. 

Q.  If  he  got  into  any  trouble  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  refer  to  what  kind  of  trouble  7 — A.  Over  the  elections  as  I  under- 
stood. 

Q.  Was  that  all  took  place  on  that  occasion  7 — A.  Yes,  I  think  it  was. 

Q.  Did  he  say  whether  he  had  seen  his  lawyer  7 — A.  No,  he  didn't  remark  that. 

Q.  Didn't  tell  you  whether  he  had  seen  his  lawyer  7 — A,  No. 

Q.  Didn't  tell  you  who  his  lawyer  was  7 — A,  ifo. 

Q.  Did  he  remain  at  your  house,  414  Church  St.  7 — A.  Bemained  till  I  left,  for 
Brooklin,  Sunday. 

Q.  And  not  there  when  you  returned  7 — A.  i^o. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  after  7 — A.  I  met  him  in  Brooklin. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  beside  that  7 — A.  I  had  a  conversation  Saturday  night,  a 
few  remarks. 

Q.  What  were  they  7 — A.  He  still  boasted  of  this  ticket  and  a  check  he  had  for 
$500  and  he  could  get  more,  and  he  met  Holmes  on  the  street  and  shook  hands  with 
Holmes,  and  Holmes  said  he  would  remember  him  for  this. 

Q.  He  said  this  had  taken  place  in  Grodeiich  after  the  election  7 — ^A.  After  the 
election. 

Q.  Well,  did  anything  further  take  place  on  that  occasion  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  further  7— A.  No. 

Q.  You  saw  him  in  Brooklin  7— A.  I  seen  him  Sunday  morning,  and  had  a  con- 
versation with  him;  he  brought  down  his  note  book  to  ask  me  to  make  out  an 
address  he  had. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  the  address  was  7 — A.  I  believe  it  was  Mr.  Vance. 

Q.  What  was  his  first  name  7 — A.  I  didn't  remark,  I  don't  know  his  first  name. 

Q.  Do  you  know  his  street  and  number  7 — A.  No,  I  remember  the  number  on 
this  note  book  was  38;  as  for  the  name  I  could  not  make  it  out. 

Q.  How  far  is  Brooklin  from  Toronto  7 — A.  Between  30  and  38  miles,  gene^ 
ally  accounted  32. 

Q.  What  county  is  it  in  7 — A.  Ontario. 

Q.  The  county  of  Ontario  7— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  south  or  north  Ontario  7 — A.  South. 

Q.  You  went  there  on  an  excursion,  did  you  7 — A,  No,  I  went  there  to  see  my 
brother. 

Q.  Did  he  go  with  you,  did  Parr  go  with  you  7— A.  No,  he  did  not, 

Q.  But  you  met  him  there  7 — A.  I  met  him  there,  yes,  sir. 

Q.  Met  him  in  Brooklin  7 — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Vance  7 — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  Don't  know  him  by  sight  7 — A.  I  never  seen  him. 

Q.  This  conversation  on  Sunday  morning,  did  you  do  anything  more  than  speak 
of  these  matters,  that  is  all  7 — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  you  have  any  conyeraation  with  him  at  Brooklin  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  About  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  about  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Or  about  his  connection  with  the  West  Huron  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  When  did  you  Bce  him  next  after  your  return  from  Brooklin  ? — A.  On 
Friday  night. 

Q.  Went  to  Brooklyn  on  Sunday? — A.  Sunday. 

Q.  And  yon  returned  on  what  day? — A.  A  week  Sunday,  about  the  30th  of 
July,  I  guess. 

Q.  You  returned  about  the  30th  of  July  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  were  in  Brooklin  then  some  time  ? — A.  Two  weeks. 

Q.  And  when  you  returned  you  saw  him  last  Friday  night  ? — A.  I-ast  Friday 
nightc 

Q.  Where  did  you  sec  him  ? — A.  At  the  corner  of  Alexandria  and  Church 
streets. 

Q.  Was  he  staying  then  at  your  house  ? — A.  He  was  not. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  where  he  was  staying  ? — A.  On  King  street. 

Q.  He  said  he  was  staying  on  King  street,  did  he  give  you  the  number?-* 
A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  about  the  election  on  that  occasion  ? — A.  I  made  a 
remark  to  him  '^  What  do  you  think  about  your  party  now'',  and  Mr.  Nelson  made 
the  remark 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 
Q.  Mr.  Nelson  was  with  you  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  And  what  did  he  say? — A.  He  said  as  far  as  he  was  concerned  there  was  no 
crooked  work  done  on  his  part  or  something  to  that  effect. 
• ,      Q.  No  crooked  work  done  on  his  part  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know  about  Mr.  Yance  being  in  your  house  in  the  meantime,  when 
you  were  away  ? — A,  I  don't  know. 

::^'Q.  Have  you  told  us  everything  he  said  to  you  about  the  election  so  far  as  you 
remember  ? — ^A.  I  have,  with  the  exception  of  the  ballot  box.  Mr.  Nelson  I  believe 
made  that  remark, 

;_,.  Q.  What  was  that? — A.  What  we  seen  in  the  papers.  We  asked  him  what  he 
thought  about  the  ballot  box  stuffing. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  in  reply  to  that  ? — A.  I  believe  the  remark  he  had  made 
was  that  Mr.  Holmes  and  anotner  gentleman  and  he  talked  over  this  and  decided  it 
could  not  be  worked. 

;rt:  Q.  Is  that  all  you  remember  about  that? — A.  Yes,  I  think  that  is  all  on  that 
occasion. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  on  any  occasion  whether  or  not  he  was  keeping  out  of  the 
way  of  a  summons? — A.  Before,  that  was  before. 

Q.  On  this  same  occasion  before  this  converaation  that  you  have  detailed  ?— 
A.  No,  just  after  Mr.  Nelson's  remark,  he  made  the  remark  that  he  looked  very 
tough  as  if  he  had  been  out  at  the  tramping. 

Q.  Who  made  the  remark  ? — A.  Nelson  made  the  remark  to  Farr. 

Q.  That  he  looked  veiy  tough  ? — A.  Very  tough. 

Q.  And  Farr  said  ? — A.  He  felt  very  tough.  He  had  been  tramping  around  the 
country  and  had  taken  his  last  tramp  for  he  was  going  to  Ottawa. 

Q.  Did  he  state  where  he  had  been  tramping  around  the  country? — ^A.  I  don't 
think  he  did. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  ? — ^A.  I  don't  think  he  did. 

Q.  He  said  he  had  taken  his  last  tra^p  and  was  going  to  Ottawa  ? — ^A.  Going 
to  Ottawa. 

Q.  For  what  purpose? — A    To  tell  what  he  knew  about  this 
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Q.  In  any  of  the  ooDversations  yon  had  with  him  did  he  make  any  referenoe  to 
Mr.  Vance? — ^A.  Only  about  this  ticket. 

Q.  What  did  he  say  about  the  ticket? — ^A.  First  he  told  me  his  brother  gave  it 
to  him,  and  then  on  another  occasion  he  made  a  remark  that  Vance  gave  it  to  him. 

Q.  Did  he  say  anything  to  you  about  having  money  or  expecting  to  get  money? 
— A.  Yes,  several  times. 

Q,  What  did  he  say  about  that? — ^A.  In  Brooklin  he  said  he  expected  a  min 
the  next  day  to  get  money  for  him,  he  expected  to  meet  a  man  the  next  day.  I  met 
him,  I  believe  it  was  Tuesday  or  Wednesday  night,  and  the  day  following  he  expect- 
ed a  man  to  bring  the  money. 

Q.  Did  he  say  what  man  ? — ^A.  No,  no  reference  was  made  to  the  man. 

Q.  Did  he  say  who  the  man  was? — A.  No. 

Q.  On  what  other  occasion  did  he  make  any  reference  to  the  money  ? — k^  I 
ain't  sure;  I  believe  Friday  night. 

Q.  Last  Friday;  now,  what  did  he  say  about  it  then? — ^A.  He  said  he  was 
offered  $2,  but  would  not  accept  that;  he  wanted  more. 

Q.  Ho  had  been  offered  $2  for  what? — A.  I  suppose  to  pay  his  board  goiog 
through  the  country. 

Q.  Now,  is  there  anything  else  you  can  recollect  as  to  his  conversation  aboat 
money? — A.  I  think  I  have  told  you  about  having  the  cheque. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  more  than  once  while  in  Brooklin  ? — A.  Just  the  once.  I 
was  to  have  met  him  the  next  night.  Ho  asked  me  to  go  over  to  see  him ;  he  was 
rather  lonesome  and  I  told  him  I  would,  and  I  went  over  and  Farr  had  gone. 

Q.  Did  you  find  out  where  he  had  gone? — A.  I  asked  the  hotel-keeper  if  heseea 
the  gentleman  I  was  with  the  night  before,  and  he  said  he  had  gone  to  Port  Perry. 

Q.  To  Port ?— A.  Port  Perry. 

By  Mr,Ru9sai: 

Q.  Did  you  see  the  baggage  check  Mr.  Farr  had  there  ? — A.  He  hid  it  in  his 
hand. 

Q.  Was  it  a  metal  check  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  A  pasteboard  check  ? — A.  A  pasteboai'd  check. 

Q.  When  vou  had  this  conversation  with  Fan*  he  said  there  had  been  i>crooked 
work  done  on  his  part  ? — A.  That  was  Friday  night. 

Q.  Was  it  before  this  that  he  had  seen  the  piece  in  the  paper  about  Be  ballot 
being  torn  up  and  thrown  on  the  floor? — A.  That  was  the  day  before  h'  went  to 
Groderich. 

Q.  And  they  made  such  a  racket  about  that  in  the  papers  that  he  thoi{ht  there 
must  be  something  devilish  in  it  ? — A.  He  acted  that  way. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  The  Friday  night  you  spoke  of  was  last  Friday  ? — ^A.  Last  Friday. 

By  Mr.  Bussell . 

Q.  In  one  conversation  he  spoke  about  the  ticket  and  said  his  brother  ad  given 
it  to  him?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  he  said  Yance  gave  it  to  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  give  any  further  account  of  it? — ^A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  came  to  the  conclusion  you  didn't  know  how  much  >  believe 
of  what  he  told  you  ? — A.  I  came  to  the  conclusion. 

Q.  That  you  didn't  know  that  you  could  believe  what  Parr  told  you  ^A.  No* 
not  at  that  time,  because  I  had  always  found  him  truthful  in  what  he  did  iy. 

Q.  These  two  things  were  inconsistent  with  one  another  ? — A.  They  ere. 

Q.  He  never  showed  you  that  cheque  he  had  ? — ^A.  I  never  seen  a  chcue. 

Q.  Did  he  speak  to  you  of  a  cheque  for  $500  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  You  don  t  know  whether  he  had  a  cheque  or  not?— A.  I  never  sec  it. 
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Q.  Don't  joa  know  thai  he  didn't  have  it,  that  he  was  lying  about  that  7 — ^A. 
All  I  know  is  abont  what  money  he  had  afterwards. 

Q.  And  what  do  yoa  know  by  that  ? — A.  Well,  he  never  had  very  much. 

Q.  He  didn't  Reem  to  be  flash  of  it? — A.  He  did  not. 

Q.  He  would  have  been  if  he  had  that  cheque  ? — A.  Probably. 

Q.  Now,  there  is  jast  one  thing  I  want  to  abk  yon  about  and  only  one.  Mr. 
Farr  told  you  he  met  Mr.  Holmes,  that  is  the  member,  the  night  before  the  election. 
Is  not  that  correct  7 — A.  That  was  his  conversation  Friday  last. 

Q.  The  night  before  the  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  they  talked  over  the  matter? — A.  What  matter? 

Q.  The  balloc  box  stuffing,  and  came  to  the  conclusion  that  it^— ? — A. 
Could  not  be  done. 

Q.  You  are  using  his  exact  woi*ds  now  are  you  not  ? — A.  As  near  as  I  can 
remember. 

Q.  And  not  merely  the  effect  of  them,  that  it  could  not  be  done  ? — A.  As  near 
as  I  can  remember  them. 

Q.  Your  memory  is  good  about  his  mentioning  Mr.  Holmes  ? — A.  Oh,  yes. 

Q.  And  he  fixed  the  time  the  night  before  the  election  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  Now,  were  you  present  at  any  of  these  conversations  with  Mr.  Nelson  in 
which  Mr.  Farr  explained  how  the  ballots,  how  the  blank  ballots  might  have  got 
into  the  ballot  box  ?— ^A.  I  think  not. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  any  other  conversations  with  Farr  than  you  have 
lifiven  ? — A.  These  are  all. 

Q.  And  of  these  conversations  you  have  given  us  all  you  recollect  about  them  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  did  you  get  your  instructions  to  come  ? — A.  Saturday,  between  twelve 
and  one. 

Q.  The  same  way  Nelson  got  his ;  you  had  to  come  under  your  own  expenses 
— of  conrse  the  telegram  stated  your  expenses  would  be  paid  here? — A.  On  arrival. 

Q.  In  the  meantime  you  had  to  pay  your  own  expensei*  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  borrow  the  money,  did  anybody  furnish  it? — A.  They  did. 
By  Afr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  McPherson,  wasn't  it?  Mr.  McPherson  said  he  furnished  the  money? 
—A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  What  condition  was  Farr  in  when  you  met  him  that  first  Friday  night?— A. 
Tery  drunk. 

Q.  And  did  he  keep  on  drinking]:? — A.  He  did,  up  to  the  time  I  left. 

Q.  And  he  was  diunk  most  of  the  time  you  saw  him  ? — A.  Well,  Saturday 
morning  he  would  not  be  what  you  might  call  drunk. 

Q.  Stupid  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  He  was  recovering  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  have  much  conversation  Saturday  morning  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Saturday  night  he  was  under  the  weather  again  7 — A.  Yes. 

Q.  All  this  time  you  had  conversations  he  was  the  worse  of  liquor? — A.  Bxcept 
last  Friday. 

Q.  Bxcept  last  Friday,  except  that  ? — A.  Well,  the  one  I  seen  him  going  to 
Goderich,  the  Thursday  he  went  to  Goderieh. 

^  Q.  He  might  be  sober  then  ? — A.  He  was  sober  because  he  had  nothing  to  buy 
it  with. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Had  he  been  a  drinking  man  up  to  the  time  he  quit  work? — A.  No. 
Q.  Had  you  ever  seen  him  under  the  influence  of  drink? — ^A.  No. 
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.  By  Mr.  Bussell: 

Q.  Toa  don't  know  of  his  having  been  dismissed  from  one  of  his  places?— A« 
No,  I  always  heard  he  was  a  good  meohanio. 

Q.  That  was  admitted;  he  was  drinking  and  lost  his  position,  did  yoa  hear 
that?— A.  No. 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies : 

Q.  I  want  to  understand ;  yon  had  two  conversations  on  Saturday,  he  was  very 
drank  and  spoke  about  his  ticket  and  baggage? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  Saturday  night,  when  he  boasted  about  his  ticket,  be  was  drunk  7 — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  The  only  time  that  you  had  a  conversation  with  him  that  he  was  sober  he 
said  there  was  no  crooked  work  done  by  him  ? — A.  Last  Friday  evening. 

Q   That  was  the  only  time  he  had  been  sober  ?— A.  Tes. 

Q.  Did  he  tell  you  who  he  voted  for  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  For  whom  ? — A.  McLean. 

Q.  What  was  the  language  he  used  ? — A.  That  McLean  asked  him— I  don't 
remember  the  place 

Q.  That  McLean  asked  him  to  vote  for  him,  and  that  he  told  McLean  he  would? 
— A.  And  he  told  me  he  did. 

Q.  And  he  told  you  he  did  vote  for  him  ? — A.  He  did. 

Q.  That  was  all  he  said  ?— A.  That  was  all  he  said. 

Q.  Was  it  at  tnat  time  he  told  you  there  was  no  crooked  work  ?  —A.  No. 

Q.  It  was  before  that  he  told  you  no  crooked  work  was  done  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  Before  ? — A.  It  was  before  that. 

Q.  And  did  he  say  "  It  would  be  very  sti*ange  if  I  done  any  crooked  work 
against  McLean  when  1  voted  for  him?  " — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  Was  it  Friday  night  or  Saturday  night  he  said  he  voted  for  McLean  ?— A 
No,  I  don't  know  which. 

Q.  You  say  he  was  drank  Friday  and  Saturday;  was  he  as  drunk  Satuixiay  as 
Friday?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  talk  on  both  these  occasions? — A.  Yes,  he  was  very  boastful  and 
talkative. 

Witness  discharged. 


Robert  Holmbs  recalled. 
By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  You  heai*d  the  evidence  of  the  last  witness  ? — A.  Well,  of  course  I  heard  the 
remark  the  witness  made  about  meeting  me 

By  the  Chairman : 

Q.  What  witness? — A.  This  witness  about  what  Fan*  told  him  about  meeting 
me  after  the  election  ;  I  wish  to  contradict  that  most  emphatically.  Thai  night  I 
drove  thirty  miles  to  a  place  called  Grant's  school-house,  twenty  miles  north  of 
Ooderich;  I  was  away  all  night  and  delivered  an  address;  I  drove  seventy  miles 
that  night,  so  it  was  utterly  impossible  to  meet  him.  . 


Digitized  by 


Google 


WEST  HURON  ELECTION  INQUIRY.  4 

By  Sir  Louis  Davies  : 

Q.  You  not  only  did  not  meet  him  bat  were  not  in  Groderich  that  night,  and  so 
oould  not  meet  him? — A.  I  was  not  in  the  town  of  Goderich  and  never  to  my  know- 
ledge did  I  meet  him. 

Q,  Had  you  any  conversation  directly  or  indirectly  about  ballot  staffing? — A. 
I  had  not. 

Q.  At  any  time  ? — A.  I  hadn't  any  conversation. 

Q.  So  that  reported  conversation  was  absolutely  autrae  ? — A.  It  is  absolutely 
untrue. 

Q.  It  is  somebody  else  that  has  to  take  credit  for  preventing  Farr  stuffing  the 
ballot  box  ? — A.  It  is  not  I. 

Witness  discharged. 

The  committee  adjourned  until  4  p.m. 


At  4  p.m.  the  Committee  resumed. 

OxoBGB  Oampbkll  Bwom. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Q.  Tour  name,  sir? — A,  George  Campbell. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  reside  in  Goderich,  Mr.  Campbell  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  at  the  Dominion  election  held  in  February  last  for  the  west  riding 
of  the  county  of  Huron  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  offloei  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? 
— ^A.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes,  sir,  I  marked  it  opposite  McLean's 
name. 

Q.  Opposite  McLean's  name.     What  kind  of  a  mark  ? — A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  disc,  a  white  place  opposite  McLean's 
name  for  putting  the  mark  ? — A.  I  do  not  remember. 

Q.  But  you  remember  putting  your  mark  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes, 
sir. 

Q.  After  marking  and  folding  the  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it? — A.  I  rolled 
it  up  as  I  have  always  done  and  handed  it  to  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  paper  which  you  had  received 
from  him  and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Oh,  the  very  same. 

Q.  You  handed  the  same  one  back  to  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  it  ? — A.  Well,  there  is  a  light  in  our  town  hall  there, 
and  he  just  turned  round  and  folded  it  another  way,  and  he  folded  it  a  different  way 
and  tore  one  end  off,  and  I  said  '*  What  are  you  doing  that  for.  You  might  just  as 
well  let  me  have  the  open  ballot  here  open  forninst  the  whole  of  you,  for  says  I,  you 
know  now  who  I  voted  for,  you  know  anyway.     It  is  for  Robert  McLean  anyhow." 

Q.  And  after  he  had  torn  the  piece  off  it,  what  did  he  do  with  the  ballot? 
— A«  He  pat  the  ballot  ri^ht  in  the  box;  that,  I  am  certain  of.  I  stood  up  there 
and  pot  it  in  to  Jim,  and  I  watched  him,  and  he  put  it  in. 
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Q.  And  the  other  piece  that  he  tore  off,  what  did  he  do  with  that?— A.  I  think 
he  pat  it  in  his  pocket.  I  don't  know  positively,  bat  he  didn't  pat  the  ballot  in  his 
pocket,  I  am  quite  certain  of  that. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Did  you  fold  it  lengthwise  or  crosswise  of  the  names  7 — A.  Crosswise. 

Q.  Did  you  know  he  had  to  tear  a  piece  off  the  paper  before  he  put  it  in  the 
box  ? — A.  Yes,  he  told  me  so. 

Q.  He  partly  unfolded  it  and  folded  it  ap  crosswise,  didn't  he? — A.  No,  I 
don't  think  he  did.    He  gave  another  tarn,  and  I  think  he  just  pat  it  in  that  way. 

Q.  The  names  were  printed  lengthwise,  then  suppose  it  was  like  that,  sappose 
it  was  something  like  that.  You  folded  it  up  this  way,  I  presume  ? — ^A.  That  is 
correct 

Q.  Then  yoa  see  of  course  if  it  was  folded  crosswise  then  he  could  just  tear  it 
off  like  that? — A.  Well,  sir,  I  don't  think,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  that  was 
the  way  of  it.  Allow  mo  to  show  yoa  ?  Now.  I  had  it  folded  some  such  way  as 
that,  just  a  little  too  wide  for  the  box.  ''  Now,"  be  says, ''  Campbell  I  am  going  to 
fold  it  that  way,"  and  he  just  folded  it  ap  a  little  wider  that  way  and  held  it  around 
that  way  not  knowing  exactly  who  I  voted  for  and  then  he  tore  a  little  piece  oft  and 
I  said,  *'  Just  be  sure  yoa  put  that  in  the  box." 

Q.  What  time  of  day  did  you  go  to  vote  ? — A.  To  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  it 
was  three  o'clock. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  wrong  with  Farr  when  you  were  in  there  ?— A.  I 
did  not. 

Q.  Tou  did  not? — ^A.  I  paid  no  attention  to  anything  wrong  with  him. 

Q.  Ton  didn't  notice  he  was  in  liquor? — A.  No,  I  can't  swear  he  was. 

Q.  You  can't  swear  whether  ho  was  pretty  well  in  liqaor,  you  didn't  notice? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  enough  to  know  whether  he  was  in  liqaor  or  not? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Farr?— A.  Well,  I 

Q.  Do  you  live  in  the  same  town  ?-^A.  I  have  seen  him  this  15  years. 

Q.  Fifteen  years  ? — A.  I  have  known  him  for  over  ten  years. 

Q.  Now,  has  he  been  drunk  of  late  before  the  election  ? — A.  Well,  that  I  won't 
say,  because  he  is  a  man  that  I  never  cared  much  for  his  company. 

Q.  But  you  never  saw  him  the  worse  of  liqaor  to  your  knowledge  ? — ^A.  I  have. 

Q.  1  thooght  so ;  when  had  you  seen  him  the  worse  of  liquor? — A.  It  was  one 
time  I  was  conntable  at  the  door. 

Q.  How  long  ago  ? — A.  I  think  it  is  three  years  ago. 

Q.  Well,  you  hadn't  seen  him  recently? — A.  No. 

Q.  Hadn't  i^een  him  or  hadn't  seen  him  in  liquor,  which  do  you  mean? — A.  I 
only  Baw  him  the  once,  when  I  was  door  keeper,  in  liquor. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  observe  enough  to  know  whether  ho  was  groggy  this  day 
in  the  poll  booth  7— A.  No,  I  didn't. 

Q.  Have  you  any  impression  about  it?— A.  None. 

Q.  You  are  quite  certain  he  only  gave  you  one  ballot? — ^A.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  he  only  gave  me  one  and  I  gave  it  back  to  him. 

Q.  And  you  delivered  it  to  him  as  you  got  it  from  him  and  you  are  quite  satis- 
fied he  pat  it  in  the  box,  whatever  he  did  with  others  ? — A.  I  am  quite  certain  of 
that,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  election  you  were  asked  to  make  a  declaration  how  yoa  voted, 

were  you  not? — A.  I  think  about  ten  days  afterwards  a  young  man  yoa  bad  here, 

Yan  Every,  said  "  George,  you  hud  better  call  into  Hays'  office  and  put  your  name  to 

'hat  paper,"  and  I  said  "  What  paper,"  and  he  said  ''All  Bobert  McLean's  men  is 

utting  their  names  to  a  paper  there  in  Hays'  office;  "  andl^said  "Well  I  am  not 

ing  to  bother  my  head  about  that;"  about  four  or  five  days  afler  I  was  passing 

d  door  and  asked  Hays  about  it;  he  said  "  They  are  patting  their  names  down,*^^^ 

Gtl  asked  if  he  wanted  mine;  he  said  "  If  you  like,'^and  I  said  "If  the  rest  are 

thir  it  I  will,"  and  I  did. 
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Q.  Was  it  read  to  you  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  It  was  Id  Hays^ office?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Were  there  more  Dames  on  the  paper  than  yours  ? — A.  There  was  20  or  30 
CD  the  one  paper. 

Q.  On  the  one  paper ;  yon  signed  on  that  and  didn't  look  at  it? — A.  I  didn't 
look  at  the  names,  I  signed  the  same  as  all  the  others. 

Q.  Is  that  the  only  document  you  signed  ? — A.  The  only  one  and  the  only  one 
I  signed. 

Q.  That  would  be  about  15  days  after  the  election,  you  think  ? — ^A.  To  the  best 
of  my  knowledge. 

Q.  JDo  you  remember  how  many  names  there  were  on  it  ? — A.  No,  but  I  know 
there  was  quite  a  lot. 

Q.  That  might  be  snnposed  to  be  a  list  of  all  the  names  that  voted  for  McLean 
in  order  to  get  their  declarations ;  did  you  see  Farr  the  day  after  the  election  ? — 
A  No. 

Q.  Now  within  a  few  days  after  ? — A.  I  have  a  poor  memory,  that  is  the  worst 
of  me,  I  would  not  say  for  certain. 

Q.  You  put  your  name  down  in  the  form  of  a  declaration  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Don't  rack  it,  it  is  not  important,  I  have  no  instructions  you  did  see  him ;  I 
only  want  to  know  if  you  saw  him  whether  he  was  on  the  spree  ? — A.  I  didn't  see 
him  on  the  spree,  ifyou  mean  drunk. 

Q.  Yes  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  see  him,  I  might  have  passed  him  on  the  street  in 
the  evening  but  never  noticed  anything  of  that  kind ;  it  is  very  seldom  I  am  out  of 
my  bouse  alter  night,  seven  o'clock  gets  me  at  home. 

Q.  Do  you  live  far  from  Farr  ? — ^A.  A  quarter  of  a  mile. 

Q.  Would  he  pass  your  place  going  to  work  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Then  as  I  gather  from  you,  you  didn't  see  much  of  him  after  the  election  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  the  only  time  you  remember  seeing  him  in  liquor  was  three  years 
before  the  election  7 — ^A.  Yes. 

Q   You  have  often  voted  ? — ^A.  I  have  voted  there  for  45  years. 

Q.  And  Farr  was  returning  officer  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  Have  you  never  voted  there  when  Farr  was  returning  officer  ? — ^A.  Yes,  he 
was  there  when  we  voted  for  municipal  officers. 

Q.  That  was  a  vote  by  ballot?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  They  didn't  have  any  counterfoil  ?— A.  They  had  like  this  ballot. 

Q.  They  dont  have  in  the  Ontario  elections,  he  was  in  that  ? — A.  Oh,   yes,  he  was. 

Q.  They  didn't  have  this  counterfoil  in  those  elections? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  But  in  the  Dominion  elections  there  is  a  piece  to  tear  o€f? — A.  This  was  the 
firBt  time  I  saw  it. 

Q.  You  would  in  1896  and  the  election  before  that? — ^A.  I  don't  remember 
seeing  it  before,  I  don't  remember  Jim  Farr  doing  it. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  seeing  pieces  of  Mlot  papers  lying  around  ? — A.  I 
don't  think  so,  I  was  just  watching  him  fold  it  up  and  put  it  in  the  box  and  when  it 
was  I  walked  out. 

Q.  You  didn't  see  any  pieces  on  the  floor  ? — A.  There  might  be  but  I  don't 
know ;  he  might  have  thrown  that  piece  he  tore  off  on  the  floor,  but  I  think  he  put 
it  in  his  pocket;  he  told  me,  "  Be  sure  you  fold  that  up  sol  can  take  it  off." 

Q.  I  ou  saw  him  put  bis  initials  on  the  ballot  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  He  put  them  on  the  back? — A.  Yes,  he  constantly  did  it. 

Q.  You  can't  say  that  from  seeing  him  do  it? — A.  I  saw  him  when  I  was 
constable. 

Q.  But  he  did  in  your  case  ? — A.  Yes. 


Q 


/." 


By  Mr.  Bell  (^Prince) : 

Q.  About  this  counterfoil,  have  you  been  in  the  habit  of  acting  as  policeman  ^ 
constable  around  there  ? — A.  Oh,  sometimes  when  they  are  putting  in  council  m       ^ 
they  employ  me  to  stay  at  the  door. 
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Q.  Yoa  are  aoqaaioted  with  the  mode  of  eondacting  an  election  and  castiDg 
ballots  and  patting  them  in  the  box,  yoa  have  seen  that  often  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Well,  whatie  thecastomary  mode  of  dealing  with  the  eoanterfoil— yoa  know 
what  the  coanteifoil  is  ? — A.  I  don't. 

Q.  The  eoanterfoil  is  a  small  margin  which  is  torn  off? — A.  I  never  seen  it  till 
this  last  time  in  oar  town  hall. 

Q.  Yoa  have  seen  the  ddpaty  i*etarning  officer  accastomed  to  pat  that  in  hiB 
pocket— do  you  know  what  it  is  castomary  to  do  with  it  ? — A.  I  have  not  noticed. 

Q.  Yoa  have  not  been  accustomed  to  see  it  ? — A.  As  far  as  I  know,  Jim  Farr  pat 
my  ballot  in  the  box  and  the  other  hand  in  his  pocket. 

Q.  He  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  with  one  hand  and  put  the  other  hand  in  his 
pocket ;  which  hand  did  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box  with  ? — A.  The  ri^ht. 

Q.  And  with  the  left  hand  put  the  counterfoil  in  his  pocket? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  which  is  castomary  in  your  poll,  to  put  the  counterfoil 
in  the  pocket  or  on  the  floor  ? — A.  I  never  seen  it  done  before  only  that  one  time. 

Q.  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Farr? — A.  Not  generally. 

Q.  But  you  know  him  in  a  general  way  ? — A.  I  meet  him  now  and  then  on  the 
street. 

Q.  What  sort  of  reputation  has  he  among  citizens,  is  he  considered  to  be  honest 
and  upright? — A.  I  can't  nay,  I  have  had  very  little  business  with  him. 

Q.  But  I  am  asking  what  people  think  of  him  ? — A.  I  have  heard  folks  say  be  is 
a  little  fond  of  liquor. 

Q.  We  all  admit  that,  but  what  Is  his  general  reputation  ?— A.  I  never  heard 
any  bad  about  him. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anything  wrong  about  his  character,  only  you  understood 
he  was  fond  of  liquor  ? — A.  Yes,  his  character  I  know  nothing  about. 

Q.  Well,  I  mean  yoa  have  an  opportunity  of  knowing  if  living  a  quarter  of  a 
mile? — A.  Well,  hearing  a  lot  of  things,  but  it  is  not  right  to  come  over  all  you 
hear. 

Q.  But  you  live  near  him  ? — ^A.  Oh,  I  have  heai*d  people  say  Jim  Farr  drank  a 
lot  of  liquor. 

Q.  But  you  never  heard  anything  against  his  general  character  7 — A.  No. 

Q.  Then,  as  far  as  you  are  concerned  you  saw  nothing  in  the  election  to  excite 
suspicion  ? — A.  I  did  not,  except  as  I  told  you  he  turning  to  the  light  and  folding  it 
forninrtt  him,  and  I  said  ''  Jim,  you  might  as  well  open  it." 

Q.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  the  election  yourself  ? — ^A.  No,  sir ;  oh,  no,  my 
election  day  is  over  now. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  ? — ^A.  Well,  some  years  ago,  30  years  ago  I  did. 

Q.  You  took  a  hand  in  it  then  ? — A.  My  hours  then  were  night  and  day  and  I 
had  some  horses  and  I  used  to  do  a  good  deal  of  work  in  elections. 

Q.  Always  been  a  Conservative? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Always  ? — A.  I  always  voted  that  way  ;  I  voted  in  1856,  the  first  vote  1  gave. 

Q.  This  election  you  were  not  canvassed  ? — A.  I  was  not  canvassed  this  20  years 
and  I  have  not  had  a  man  to  ask  me  for  a  vote  these  20  years ;  the  last  man  to  ask 
me  for  a  vote 

Q.  Have  you  been  at  the  committee  rooms  ? — A.  Quit  going  out  at  all. 

Q.  Have  you  been  at  the  public  meetings? — A.  Sometimes. 

Q.  The  public  meetings  called  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  I  have  not  been  at  one,  I 
don't  go  oat  of  my  own  house,  I  have  been  very  lame ;  I  didn't  go  out  of  my  house 
except  to  vote. 

Q.  Did  you  have  any  conversation  with  Farr  about  how  he  was  going  to  vote  ? 
—A.  No. 

Q.  Before  or  after  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  ? — A.  I  don't  have  much  conversation  with  him. 

Q.  Is  he  a  Liberal  or  Conservative  ? — ^A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  What  was  he  some  time  ago  ? — A.  Well,  mister,  you  ask  me  that,  I  can't 
tell ;  I  never  ask  a  man  how  he  votes. 
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Q.  What  Bide  was  he  reputed  to  be  on  ? — A.  I  always  heard  them  say  he  was  a 
Grit,  I  never  heard  himself  say  so;  we  call  it  Grit  and  Tory  up  there  so  he  waa 
always  called  a  Grit. 

Q.  Tou  don't  know  what  he  was  at  this  last  election  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  How  he  voted  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  he  voted. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Tou  must  have  voted  at  the  general  election  in  1896  ? — A.  1896  ? 

Q.  Yes,  at  the  general  election  7 — A.  Was  that  when  Cameron  went  in  ? 

Q.  Yes,  McLean  and  Cameron  were  in  it  ? — A.  Yes,  but  I  don't  remember  that 
about  the  ballot. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  was  going  to  ask  you  about;  strange  you  would  not  remem- 
ber whether  the  counterfoil  was  or  was  not  taken  off  the  ballot  then  ? — A.  If  you  ask 
me  five  minutes  after  what  I  said  here  I  would  not  remember. 

By  Mr,  Borden  : 

Q.  The  declaration  you  made  in  Mr.  Hays' office  was  a  declaration  that  you 
had  voted  for  McLean  ? — A.  Yes,  that  is  what  I  understood  it  to  be. 

Q.  And  you  understood  that  others  had  made  declarations  of  the  same  kind  ? — 
A.  Yes. 

Witness  discharged. 


Thomas  Pollbt  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Policy? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  held  in  February  last? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted? — A. 
Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Mr.  James  Farr  ? — A.  Mr.  James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — ^A.  Did  I  ? 

Q.  Did  you  put  a  mark  on  it?-  A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark? — ^A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  put  the  cross? — A.  Mr.  McLean's. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  opposite  his  name  lor  the  purpose  of  putting  a  cross  ? 
— A.  Beg  pardon  ? 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  place  for  putting  your  cross? — Yes, 
there  was  a  place  with  a  margin  around  it. 

Q.  Where  did  you  put  your  cross? — A.  In  the  centre. 

Q.  A  circular  white  space  with  black  around  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  where? — A.  In  the  white. 

Q.  After  marking  your  ballot  what  did  yon  do  with  it? — I  folded  my  ballot  as 
the  deputy  returning  officer  told  me  so  that  his  initials  would  be  shown  on  the 
ballot  without  opening  it. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then? — A.  I  handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  bad  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  I  did  not  positively.  I  handed 
him  the  ballot  and  he  made  an  attempt  to  put  it  in  the  ballot  box.  Whether  he  did 
or  not  I  can't  say,  because  I  just  hanoed  him  the  ballot  and  passed  on  out. 
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By  Mr,  Bell: 

Q.  You  know,  I  suppose,  Mr.  Parr  pretty  well  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  round  there,  in  Ooderioh  ? — A.  Six  years  I  have 
been  round  there. 

Q.  Where  did  you  come  from  ? — ^A.  From  the  township  of  Ashfield,  that  is  in 
the  same  riding. 

Q.  You  oame  from  the  township  of  Ashfield  into  Ooderioh?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  have  been  living  in  Groderich  six  years? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  you  are  pretty  well  acquainted  with  Farr? — A.  No,  I  am  not  particu- 
larly well  acquainted  with  him;  I  know  him  to  speak  to,  further  than  that  Ihaven*t 
much  acquaintance  with  him. 

Q.  You  have  heard  him  talked  about  a  good  deal? — ^A.  Lately,  I  have  sinoe  I 
have  been  here. 

Q.  And  before  that? — ^A.  Not  previously. 

Q.  You  never  heard  him  talked  about  before? — ^A.  No,  not  any  more.  Not  that 
I  can  say. 

Q.  Is  his  name  and  reputation  around  the  vicinity  considered  pretty  fair,  pretty 
good  7 — A.  I  have  never  heard  the  man  talked  al>out.  I  don't  know  as  to  his 
reputation. 

Q.  You  have  never  heard  anything  against  his  reputation  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Except,  I  suppose,  that  he  is  a  little  given  to  drink? — ^A.  Well,  I  can't  say 
that  I  have  heard  that  of  him,  being  given  to  drink,  not  until  this  affair  took  place. 

Q.  You  have  never  seen  him  yourself? — ^A.  Never  seen  the  man  the  worse  of 
liquor  that  I  know  of. 

Q.  You  have  voted  at  this  place  before  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  In  what  election  ? — ^A.  I  voted  twice  at  the  provincial  elections  and  at  the 
municipal  elections. 

Q.  And  at  the  plebiscite? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  are  a  prohibitionist  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes,  I  am. 

Q.  Who  conducted  the  poll  at  the  plebiscite  vote? — ^A.  I  am  under  the  irapres' 
sion  it  was  Mr.  Farr.    I  ratner  think  it  was. 

Q.  Who  conducted  the  poll  at  the  municipal  elections? — ^A.  tfr.  Farr. 

Q.  He  has  been  deputy  returning  officer  as  long  as  you  can  remember?-— A.  I 
think  he  has  been  deputy  returning  officer  there  I  think,  every  time  I  have  voted  in 
that  municipality. 

Q.  You  never  heard  anything  against  him  in  his  work  as  returning  officer  ? — 
A.  No,  sir, 

Q.  Did  you  see  anything  during  the  conduct  of  this  poll  that  would  lead  you  to 
have  doubt  ? — A.  I  didn't  because  I  was  not  half  as  long  in  the  booth  as  sinoe  I  oame 
into  this  room. 

Q.  As  far  as  you  saw  there  was  nothing  in  his  pocket  which  gave  any  suspicion 
of  wrong  doing  against  him?— A.  No,  sir,  thei*e  was  not 

Q.  Where  did  your  mark  your  ballot? — ^A.  Well,  I  will  not  swear  positively 
whether  it  was  in  the  closet  away  from  the  deputy  returning  officer's  desk  or  whether 
it  was  on  a  table  between  the  two,  I  wouldn't  swear  positively  which. 

Q.  But  it  was  in  some  place  where  you  were  not  open  to  observation? — ^A.  If  it 
was  at  the  table  it  was  as  open  as  this  room. 

Q.  Could  any  one  see  you,  where  you  were,  how  you  marked  the  ballot  ? — A.  If 
it  was  this  Dominion  election  that  we  are  talking  of  now,  if  that  was  where  the  vote 
was  taken  it  was  just  the  same  as  where  that  gentleman  is  sitting  and  I  was  some- 
where like  you  are,  but  whether  that  was  the  election  where  the  vote  was  that  way 
or  not,  I  cannot  swear  positively. 

Q.  You  are  not  sure  then  under  what  circumstances  your  ballot  was  marked 
by  you,  in  a  closet  or  on  the  table  ? — ^A.  Not  whether  at  the  table  or  in  the  closet. 
I  would  not  swear  positive  which  of  the  two  places. 

Q.  Which  name  did  you  put  your  mark  opposite,  the  name  at  the  top  or  at  the 
bottom  ?— A.  The  bottom. 

Q.  The  second  name  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Yon  are  sure  of  that? — A.  Yes,  yee,  I  am  sure  of  that.  I  think  it  was  at  the 
bottom. 

Q.  Well,  well,  are  yon  sare  ? — A.  •!  wonld  'not  swear  positively  jnst  that  it  was 
at  the  bottom,  bat  I  will  swear  positively  this,  that  it  was  opposite  Bobert  McLean's 
name. 

Q.  Bat  not  whether  Bobert  McLean's  name  was  at  the  top  or  bottom  of  the 
ballot? — ^A.  I  will  not  swear  positively,  but  I  am  under  the  impression  that  it  was 
at  the  bottom. 

Q.  Why  ? — A.  I  don't  know  why ;  I  have  no  reason  to  give,  only  that  I  have 
that  impression  on  my  mind. 

Q.  Yon  just  made  a  mark  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  broaght  the  ballot  back  and  handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning 
officer  did  you  fold  it  up  first  ? — A.  Yes,  so  as  his  initials  could  be  seen  without 
opening  the  ballot 

Q.  And  you  gave  him  a  ballot  with  the  initials  endorsM  on  it?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  which  hand  did  he  take  it,  the  left  or  right  ? — A.  That  I  can't  say, 
because  I  just  handed  him  the  ballot  and  passed  right  on  out. 

Q.  Did  you  stay  to  see  what  he  did  with  ihe  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  didn't  stay  to 
see  whether  he  took  off  the  counterfoil  or  put  the  ballot  in  the  box.  All  I  noticed 
was  he  put  out  his  hand  and  put  out  the  vote  as  I  thought  towards  the  ballot  box; 
whether  he  put  it  in  or  not  I  am  not  positive.  He  reached  up  his  hand  and  led  me 
to  believe  he  made  the  attempt  anyway  to  put  it  in. 

Q.  Have  you  any  reason  to  doubt  now  he  did  ? — A.  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  don't  know  because  I  never 
noticed  the  counterfoil.  I  just  took  the  ballot  and  marked  it  and  wen t  out  as  quickly 
M  possible. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  the  election  in  1896? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  counterfoil  on  the  ballot  at  that 
time,  do  you  know  what  the  counterfoil  is  ? — A.  I  understand  what  it  is,  but  I  can- 
not say  I  ever  took  that  much  notice  of  the  ballot  to  say  whether  it  was  on  or  not. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  noticed  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  was  in  the  habit 
of  doing  with  the  counterfoils? — A.  No,  when  I  vote,  I  vote  and  go  out  again  as 
quickly  as  possible. 

Q.  And  take  no  stock  in  what  is  going  on? — ^A.  No,  sir,  I  take  no  stock  in  what 
is  going  on. 

Q.  So  you  don't  know  as  a  matter  of  custom  whether  the  ballot  was  thrown  on 
the  floor  or  put  in  the  pocket  ?— A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  After  the  election  was  over  you  were  approached  I  suppose  by  some  one  to 
sign  some  paper  ? — A.  Yes,  some  time  after  the  election. 

Q.  How  long?— A.  Well,  that  I  can't  say. 

Q.  Give  us  an  idea  ? — ^A.  Oh,  well,  I  can't  give  you  any  idea. 

Q.  It  was  not  a  year  ?— A.  I  suppose  I  could  give  you  the  year  and  within  two 
months  of  the  time.  I  think  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  it  was  some  time  in 
March;  I  would  not  be  positive. 

Q.  In  March.    When  was  the  election  ? — A.  In  February. 

Q.  You  think  the  following  month  ? — ^A.  I  think  so. 

Q.  Some  man  approached  you,  who  was  it  ? — A.  It  was  Mr.  Van  Every. 

Q.  Mr.  Yan  Every ;  who  is  he  ? — A.  A  gentleman  who  has  been  examined  here ; 
he  lives  there  in  the  town,  in  Goderich. 

Q.  Well,  he  appi*oached  you  and  did  what  ? — A.  Well,  he  asked  me  if  I  would 
«ign  a  declaration  to  the  effect  that  I  had  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  Yes,  what  did  you  say? — A.  I  said  I  would.    I  had  no  objection  to  it. 

Q.  No  objection  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? — A.  Well,  I  signed  the  declaration. 

Q.  Was  it  there;  did  he  have  it  with  him? — A.  No,  sir,  he  didn't. 

Q.  Who  had  ?— -A.  Mr.  Hays,  the  lawyer. 

Q.  He  told  you  where  to  go  to  sign  it  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Before  Hays,  was  it?— A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Ton  went  to  Mr.  Hays  ? — A.  Well,  I  met  Mr.  Hays  in  the  shop  where  I  waB 
working.    He  asked  me  there  if  I  woald  sign  it,  and  I  said  certainly  I  wonld. 

Q.  Did  he  have  it  with  him?— A.  Tea.   • 

Q.  Made  out,  all  written  ? — A.  Tea. 

Q.  All  written  out,  was  it? — A.  It  was  part  printed. 

Q.  And  part  written? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  mach  was  written  ? — A>.  Thi.t  I  can't  tell  you. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  any  of  it  was  printed  ? — A.  Yes,  I  know  some  of  it  was 
printed. 

Q.  Do  you  know  that  any  of  it  was  wiitten  ? — A.  I  rather  think  the  date  was 
written,  I  would  not  be  positive.  I  cannot  say  positively  whether  that  was  all  or 
not.  Of  course  the  circumscances  of  the  case  was  these :  I  was  at  work  and  the  shop 
was  full,  and  I  just  got  a  moment  and  he  said  will  I  sign  it  here  and  I  said  yes,  and 
I  went  on  with  my  work. 

Q.  And  that  is  all  tfiat  took  place  ? — A.  That  is  all  that  took  place. 

Q.  He  asked  if  you  would  sign  it  now,  and  you  signed  it  and  went  on  with  your 
work  ? — A.  Yes,  yes,  yes. 

Q.  Was  there  any  conversation  between  him  and  you  ? — A.  No  further  conver- 
sation on  that  matter. 

Q-  Do  you  know  anything  about  Mr.  Parr*s  politics  ? — A.  No,  sir,  1  don'U  I 
never  made  no  inquiry  anything  about  his  politics. 

Q.  Do  you  know  whether  he  took  any  part  in  this  last  election  or  not? — k,  I 
do  not. 

Q.  You  yourself,  I  suppose ? — A.  I  was  not  at  a  political  meeting  or  pnblio 

meeting  of  any  kind  only  one. 

Q.  Who  asked  you  to  vote  ? — A.  Personally,  there  was  no  one  asked  me  to  vote. 

Q.  Impersonally,  who  asked  you  to  vote  ? — ^A.  I  had  a  card  from  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  You  had  a  card  from  Mr.  McLean  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  A  request  in  writing  to  give  him  your  vote? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  that  a  printed  card  ?— A.  It  was  type. 

Q.  A  typewritten  card  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  do  business  with  Mr.  McLean  ?-«A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  No  business  with  him? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  You  voted  for  him  I  suppose  on  peraonal  grounds  ? — ^A.  Yes,  sir. 

Cross  examination  objected  to  by  Mr.  Borden. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  What  time  in  the  day  was  it  you  voted  ? — ^A.  It  was  between  11  and  12 
o'clock. 

Q.  Well,  did  you  notice  in  what  condition  Mr.  Farr  was  at  the  time  as  to 
sobriety  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  say  I  saw  anything  the  matter  with  the  deputy 
returning  officer ;  he  handed  me  the  ballot  and  said  to  me  '^  A7hen  you  fold  ttie  ballot 
fold  it  so  that  my  initials  will  be  shown  when  the  ballot  is  folded."  That  was  all 
that  passed  between  us. 

Q.  I  see,  you  don't  know  in  what  condition  he  was  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  You  don't  know  ?— A.  No. 

Q,  You  hadn't  seen  him  drunk  ? — A.  No,  I  hadn't. 

Q.  You  hadn't  seen  him  a  short  time  before  the  election  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  hadn't  seen  him  to  know  whether  ho  had  been  drinking  or  not  ? — K, 
No,  sir,  I  hadn't. 

Q.  Did  you  see  near  his  chair  whether  there  were  any  pieces  of  paper  thrown 
down  near  his  chaii*  ?— A.  There  might  have  been  pieces  of  paper  which  I  didn't 
take  notice  of. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  there  were? — A.  I  rather  think  there  were. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  want  to  know,  had  you  an  impression  there  might  be  pieces? — 
A.  There — I  would  be  inclined  to  think  there  were,  but  I  would  not  be  sure. 

Q.  When  you  say  ''  inclined  to  think"  you  mean  you  have  a  kind  of  recollection 
it  was  so  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  You  are  positive  Farr  only  gave  you  one  paper? — A.  Yes, 
Q.  And  that  was  initialled  ? — A.  Yes, 
Q.  And  that  was  not  on  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  1  don't  know. 
Q.  Do  you  know  or  do  vou  not  know  whether  there  is  a  counterfoil  on  the 
Dominion  ballot  ? — A.  I  have  heard  so  but  I  never  took  any  notice. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  As  I  understand  you  didn't  see  anything  on  election  day  to  indicate  to  you 
that  Farr  had  been  drinking? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  When  you  signed  the  declaration  before  Mr.  Hays  did  you  understand  what 
the  nature  of  it  was? — A.  I  underatood  it  was  the  same  as  an  oath. 

Q.  And  did  you  understand  the  nature  of  what  you  were  swearing  to  ?— A. 
That  it  was  the  same  as  an  oath  that  I  votod  for  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  You  understood  that  at  the  time  you  made  it? — A.  Yes. 
Q.  Were  there  other  signatures  or  was  it  just  one  document  signed  by  you  ? — 
A.  I  think  it  was  one  document  signed  by  me. 

Witness  dibcharged. 


William  MoLsan,  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Do  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Groderich,  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
the  month  of  February  last  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it? — A.  Put  an  X  on  it. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Opposite  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Whs  there  any  kind  of  place  opposite  McLean's  name  for  putting  your  mark? 
— A.  I  guess  there  was. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  verv  distincly  about  that? — A.  No. 

Mr.  Bussell  objected  to  the  ballot  being  shown  the  witness. 

After  argument. 

The  Chairman. — If  I  remember  well,  in  the  case  where  objection  was'taken  the 
witness  had  been  positive  in  his  answer;  here  is  a  case  where  he  is  dubious.  The 
question  that  arose  was :  the  witness  had  answered  in  a  positive  manner  to  all 
questions  put  to  him,  and  I  said  that  putting  the  ballot  in  the  hands  of  the  witness 
was  rather  suggestive.  In  this  case  the  witness  is  asked  if  there  was  a  space  oppo- 
site McLean's  name  and  is  not  sure  of  it — it  is  equivalent  to  that;  he  has  already 
aaid  he  voted  for  McLean. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  McLean,  would  you  look  at  this;  does  that  resemble  the  ballot  that  you 
eaw  ? — A.  Well,  I  could  not  remember  now,  I  didn't  pay  that  much  attention  to  it, 
see,  at  the  time.  ' 

Q.  You  really  cannot  say  whether  that  resembles  the  ballot  or  not  ? — A.  No, 
sir,  I  could  not,  it  was  so  long  ago  I  didn't  pay  much  attention,  I  didn't  think  there 
would  be  anything. 
2—32 
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Q.  You  remember  though  that  you  marked  your  ballot  for  MoLean  ? — ^A.  Yee, 
I  remember  I  voted  for  him  anyway. 

Q.  And  you  voted  for  him  by  putting  a  cross  on  your  ballot  ? — A.  Yes, 

Q.  You  put  it  opposite  McLean  or  Holmes? — A.  My  name  is  McLean  and  I 
put  it  opposite  his. 

Q.  Well,  after  you  marked  your  ballot  paper  you  folded  it,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? — A.  Handed  it  to  Farr. 

Q.  And  did  you  hand  back  to  the  deputy  returning  ofScer  the  same  ballot 
which  you  had  received  from  him  and  which  you  had  marked? — A.  I  certainly  did. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  ? — A.  I  did. 
'     Q.  Tell  us?— A.  He  put  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  Did  he  tear  anything  off  it  first? — A.  I  think  he  did,  yes. 

Q.  And  did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  the  part  he  took  off  ? — A.  No,  I 
didn't  take  that  much  notice,  but  I  know  he  put  the  ballot  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  watched  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  stayed  rightthere  and  watched  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Did  you  notice  he  put  his  initials  on  it  when  he  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  No,  I 
didn't. 

Q.  And  you  did  not  when  you  folded  the  paper  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  He  did  not  tell  you,  as  othu*  witnesses,  to  fold  it  so  that  he  would  see  his 
initialrt  ? — A.  When  you  speak  of  it,  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  You  do  not  remember  one  way  or  the  other  ? — A.  1  do  not  swear  positively. 

Q.  Now,  what  time  of  day  was  it  you  went  in  to  vote? — ^A.  Well,  I  went  about 
—let  me  see,  now — well,  I  could  not  tell  you  that  either. 

Q.  Was  it  morning  or  afternoon  ? — A.  I  guess  it  would  be  in  the  afternoon,  I 
think. 

Q.  Well,  he  was  pretty  well  on  by  that  time? — A.  What  ? 

Q.  He  was  pretty  well  on  by  that  time  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't  notice  that 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  he  was  under  the  influence  of  liquur  ? — A.  Well,  1  suppose 
he  had  been  drinking  but  be  was  not  intoxicated. 

Q.  What  makes  you  think  that  he  had  been  drinking? — A.  I  smelt  his  breadth, 
but  I  don't  think  he  was  intoxicated. 

Q.  Was  he  sitting  down  ? — A.  He  was. 

Q.  That  would  prevent  you  seeing  if  he  was  drunk ;  he  took  a  ballot  off  the 
pile  and  gave  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  take  off  one  or  two  or  three  ? — A.  I  only  got  one. 

Q.  You  didn't  notice  whether  he  took  off  one  or  two  or  three? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  only  got  one  and  took  that  to  the  place  and  marked  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q,  And  brought  it  back  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  handed  it  to  Farr  and  he  put  it  in  the  box  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Whether  he  put  it  in  his  pocket  or  threw  it  on  the  floor  ? — A.  No, 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  there  were  papers  torn  up  around  his  chair? — A. 
No,  I  didn't  pay  that  much  attention  to  him. 

Q.  If  there  were  papers  there  you  might  or  might  not  nolice  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  didn't  observe  closely  enough  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  You  made  a  declaration  in  common  with  others,  how  long  was  that  after?— 
A.  It  would  be  probably  three  or  four  weeks  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge,  1  would 
not  say. 

Q.  To  the  best  of  your  judgment  three  or  four  weeks  ?— A.  It  might  be  about  a 
week.    I  dcn't  know. 

Q.  You  would  say  a  week  for  the  shortest  and  three  or  four  weeks  for  the 
longest  ?-^»— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Was  it  a  paper  you  signed  or  were  others  on  it  ?— A.  There  wei-e  a  few 
signed  it  before  me,  but  I  didn't  read  it  over. 

Q.  You  didn't  read  it  ?— A.  No. 
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Q.  But  it  was  read  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  Bigned  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  it  was  ? — A.  Yes,  I  knew  what  it  ^as  for. 

Q.  Some  one  explained  to  you  what  it  was  for  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  that  ?— A.  It  was  Van  Every. 

Q.  It  was  a  paper  the  nature  of  which  Van  Every  had  explainod  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  was  signed  by  other  voters  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  read  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  it  wasn't  read  to  you  ?— A.  1  don't  remember. 

Q.  And  then  it  was  not  in  the  form  of  a  solemn  declaration? — A.  It  might  be  a 
solemn  declaration. 

Q.  Well,  if  it  was  you  would  not  have  signed  it? — A.  Knowing  the  people  I 
would. 

Q.  You  know  the  nature  of  a  declaration  ? — A.  I  would  have  signed  it  the  same. 

Q.  You  know  the  nature  of  an  affidavit  or  oath? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  That  was  the  first  you  ever  signed  without  reading? — A.  Well, I  never 
signed  one  before. 

Q.  There  was  nothing  read  over,  nothing  to  indicate  you  wore  taking  an  oath 
or  affidavit  ? — A.  No,  there  was  not. 

Q.  This  may  have  l>een  a  mere  list  of  signatures  with  a  view  to  getting  up 
declarations  and  that  is  what  I  want  to  find  out? — A.  It  might  have  been. 

Q.  You  didn't  afterwai*ds  sign  any  other  document  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  And  you  don't  remember  how  many  names  were  on  it  when  you  signed  it  ? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  I  suppose  you  don't  know  now  how  many  names  were  put  to  it  ? — A.  No 
idea  at  all,  no  idea  at  all. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Hays — was  it  at  Mr.  Hays'  office  you  signed  it  ? — A.  I  signed  it  at 
my  store. 

Q.  In  whoso  presence,  who  brought  it  to  you  ? — A.  Van  Every. 

Q.  Hays  was  not  there  ? — A.  He  was  not  in  the  store  when  I  signed  it, 

Q.  Hays  didn't  come  to  the  store  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Only  Van  Every  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Is  Van  Every  a  magistrate,  a  lawyer,  a  notary  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  know  what 
be  is. 

Q.  And  there  was  no  formality  gone  through  to  indicate  this  was  in  the  nature 
of  an  oath  ? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  any  other  names  that  were  on  it? — A.  I  never  read  them. 

Q.  You  didn't  read  the  other  names? — A.  I  didn't  pay  that  much  attention. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  been  in  Goderich,  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  About  30  years, 

Q.  Practically  all  your  life? — A.  Yes,  sir, 

Q.  In  what  buniness  are  you  engaged? — A.  I  am  a  tailor. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Farr? — A.  Oh,  I  have  known  Mr.  Farr  L 
guoiiH  may  be  five  years, 

Q.  Five  or  six  years;  do  you  know  him  intimately? — A,  Yes, 

Q.  Quite  intimately  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  is  his  occupation  ? — A.  Well,  he  was  working  in  the  organ  factory 
there. 

Q.  A  mechanic? — A.  Yes,  a  carpenter,  that's  what  he  is. 

Q.  You  have  voted  in  Goderich  at  other  elections? — A.  For  the  last  few  years. 

Q.  Did  you  know  Mr.  Farr  in  connection  with  any  other  election,  what  office 
he  held?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  know  of  his  having  been  deputy  returning  officer  in  other  elections  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  That  is  what  I  mean  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  deputy  returning  officer  there,  I 
guess,  for  let  me  see,  just  for  the  town  elections. 
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Q.  Doyoa  remember  his  being  deputy  retarning  ofScer  for  the  plebbeite  elec- 
tion on  prohibition  ? — A.  Yea,  I  think  he  was  there. 

Q.  You  think  he  was  ? — A.  Yes,  I  voted  there. 

Q.  Do  TOQ  know  of  his  being  deputy  returning  ofScer  in  provincial  elections 
for  the  local  house  ? — A.  I  could  not  say. 

Q.  Well,  you  remember  as  a  matter  of  fact,  he  has  been  deputy  retui*ning  officer 
for  several  elections  ? — A.  He  ban  been  there  before,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  kuow  anything  about  his  habits,  what  his  reputation,  that  is  bis 
general  reputation  is? — A.  Oh,  I  goess  that  is  somewhat  hard  to  say. 

Q.  That  in  his  general  reputation  up  to  the  time  of  this  election,  his  general 
reputation  ? — ^A.  I  never  heard  anything  about  him  very  much. 

Q.  Yoo  never  heard  anything  bad  about  him  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  reputation  in  the  matter  of  liquor  ?  Da 
you  know  personally  anything  about  his  habits  whether  he  was  a  drinking  man  6r 
otherwise  ? — A.  No,  I  have  seen  him  take  a  drink. 

Q.  Yes;  did  your  ever  see  him  intoxicated  ?— A.  Yes,  I  seen  him  intoxicated. 

Q.  Do  you  know  of  his  ever  having  lost  any  situation  through  drink? — A.  Yes, 
I  cannot  swear  to  that,  I  only  heard  he  was. 

Q.  In  this  election  did  you  notice  anything  in  his  conduct  that  would  indicate 
he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  I  think  I  did. 

Q.  With  that  exception  he  appeared  to  be  conducting  the  election  properly?— 
A.  Yes,  fairly  well,  yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell : 

Q.  Did  you  say  you  noticed  he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  Yes,  his  appearance 
would  indicate  that  he  had  been  drinking. 

Q.  He  appeared  to  be  under  the  influence  of  liquor? — A.  Yes.  No,  not  under 
the  influence. 

Q.  No  ? — A.  Probably  not  altogether. 

Q.  What  do  you  mean  by  that?  To  what  extent  do  you  mean  he  was  in  liquor 
or  liquor  in  him,  but  he  was  not  under  the  influence? — A.  No,  he  was  under  the 
influence. 

Q.  To  a  certain  extent? — A.  To  a  certain  extent. 

Q.  He  was  not  as  bright  a  man  as  he  would  have  been  if  he  hadn't  any  liquor^? 
— A.  No,  no. 

Q.  Did  he  seem  to  be  in  any  degree  stupified  by  liquor  ? — ^A.  No,  no,  I  can't 
say  he  was. 

Q.  In  any  degree  at  all  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Then,  1  don't  know  what  you  mean  by  saying  he  was  not  as  bright  a  man 
as  he  would  have  been  if  he  had  not  been  drinking.  I  understand  you  to  agree  that 
he  was  not  quite  himself  7 — A.  That  is  right. 

Q.  Not  quite  himself  ? — A.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Q.  Not  quite  master  of  himself  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  You  were  asked  about  the  declaration,  "  W.  L.  McLean  "  that  is  your  decla- 
ration?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  When  you  say  Hays  was  not  there  I  would  like  you  to  consider  about  that 
because  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  signed  this  unless  he  was  present  ? — ^A.  Hm, 
hm. 

Q.  And  you  say  he  was  not  there  ? — A.  I  am  positive  he  was  not  there,  yee.^ 

Q.  He  Was  not  there  at  any  time  ? — A.  No,  no,  where  I  signed  the  delaration 
it  was  in  my  store. 

Q.  Not  at  his  office  ?— A.  No,  I  did  not. 

Q.  Ho  has  signed  that  you  delared  this  before  him  ? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  I  want  you  to  think  about  that  and  see  whether  or  not  you  may  not  be 
mistaken  in  saying  you  didn't  go  before  him  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  I  did. 
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Q.  YoQ  remember  of  only  signing  the  one  document  about  that  time  ? — ^A.  The 
one  paper,  yes. 

(Paper  filed  and  marked  Exhibit  22.) 

Q.  And  tiiere  is  no  other  name  but  your  own  in  this  paper  you  observe,  Mr. 
McLean?— A.  No. 

Q.  Then,  when  you  speak  of  other  witnesses  signing  the  same  document  you 
mean  similar  documents,  documents  like  the  one  you  signed  ?— A.  I  did  sign  a  paper, 
I  would  say  that. 

Q.  Yott  told  Mr.  Bussell  that  other  persons  had  signed  the  document  you  have 
signed  ? — A.  Oh,  yes,  there   was  some  names  there. 

Q.  But  it  was  not  an  oath;  it  was  not  like  that  other? — A.  No,  it  was  just  a 
paper. 

Q.  A  list?— A.  A  list,  that  is  all. 

Q.  Was  it  that  list  which  Mr.  Van  Bveiy  got  you  to  sign  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Now,  you  have  altered  your  story,  1  think,  a  little  bit.  I  understood  you 
only  signed  one  document  with  regard  to  the  election? — A.  That  is  all  I  signed,  I 
think. 

Q.  And  you  told  me  now  you  signed  a  list  for  Van  Every,  and  Mr.  Borden  has 
proved  yon  signed  this  document  too;  that  makes  two  documents  ? — A.  Probably  1 
am  mistaken. 

Q.  I  should  think  that  probably  you  might  be  mistaken? — A.  I  am  mistaken; 
that  is  my  handwriting.     I  signed  another  list. 

Q.  Then  you  did  that  in  a  dream?  I  want  to  know,  I  was  asking  you  about 
that  document.  You  said  you  only  signed  one  document  and  that  was  the  one  Van 
Every  brought  to  the  store  and  that  was  a  list  and  Mr.  Hays  was  not  there? — 
A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  haven't  told  me  anything  about  the  document  I  was  asking  you 
about,  that  is  the  document  I  was  asking  you  about.  Don't  you  think  you  should 
have  told  me  of  that? — A.  I  don't  remember  signing  that. 

Q.  Well,  now,  I  say  you  told  me  about  the  thing  I  didn't  ask  you  about,  and 
didn't  say  a  word  about  the  thing  I  did  ask  you  about.  I  want  you  to  tell  me  about 
this  document? — A.  I  didn't  remember  about  that  one. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  nothing  about  it? — A.  No,  I  don't  remember  anything 
about  it.  ' 

Q.  You  don't  remember  anything  about  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Look  at  the  signature  and  see  if  it  is  really  yours? — A.  It  is  my  initials,  it 
is  my  writing,  I  signed  it. 

Q.  But  you  don't  remember  the  circumstances  of  signing  it  at  all  ? — A.  No,  I 
don't  remember  it,  I  forget  it.  The  only  thing  I  remember  signing  is  the  other 
paper.     Of  course  1  might  have  signed  that  one. 

Q.  This  is  a  document  which  declares  you  make  a  solemn  declaration,  knowing 
that  it  is  of  the  same  force  and  effect  as  if  made  under  oath,  and  you  signed  that 
without  being  able  now  to  remember  anything  about  it?  Is  that  correct? — A.  I 
cei-tainly  don't  remember  now,  but  at  the  time  I  suppose 

Q.  Of  lourse,  it  is  hardly  worth  while  to  ask  you;  but  I  would  like  you  to  tell 
as  whether  you  ever  read  the  document  or  had  it  read  to  you? — A.  I  can't  remem- 
ber that. 

Q.  Not  either  reading  it  or  having  it  read  to  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  I  am  very  glad  for  Mr.  Hays'  sake  that  it  does  not  appear  he  was  signing 
documents  as  a  notary,  as  a  commissioner,  without  having  them  signed  in  his 
presence.  I  don't  put  him  down  in  the  same  class  as  Mr.  Johnston  "who  took  the 
other  declarations. — (No  answer). 

Witness  discharged. 
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W.  A.  MoClymont  recalled. 

By  Mr.  Russell  • 

Q.  Mr.  McClyroont,  I  think  I  was  not  present  when  70a  were  examined  before, 
but  jou  made  some  statement  with  regard  to  two  ballots  being  handed  to  70a  by 
Farr?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Two  ballot  papers  wei-e  handed  to  you  by  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  returned  one  of  them  to  him  marked,  and  the  other  you  gave  ta 
him  not  marked  ? — A.  No,  that  was  not  the  way  of  it. 

Q.  Just  explain  ? — A.  Well,  it  was  this  way:  he  took  the  ballots  this  way  and 
ho  tore  the  ballot,  tore  this  ballot  off.  He  tore  the  corner  off  it,  and  then  he  tore 
the  ballot  up  altogether  and  gave  me  another  one. 

Q.  And  what  became  of  the  pieces  of  paper  ? — A.  I  cannot  tell  you  anything 
about  that.  He  laid  it  on  the  table,  that  is  the  last  I  saw  of  it  and  I  went  and 
marked  the  ballot  and  deposited  it  in  the  box. 

Q.  You  marked  the  ballot  and  handed  it  back  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  I  raisundei'stood  you.  You  can't  toll  us  what  happened  to  the  piece  which 
was  torn  off? — A.  He  laid  the  piece  and  the  other  on  the  table.  He  merely  laid  it 
flat  on  the  table. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it? — A.  This  would  be  about  one  or  half-past  one. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  what  condition  Karr  was  in  at  that  time  of  day? — A.  Yes),  I 
did. 

Q.  Can  you  tell  us? — A.  I  think  he  was  a  little  under  the  influence  of  liquor 
when  I  was  there,  from  his  actions,  from  the  wuy  ho  acted,  the  manner  in  which  he 
acted. 

Q.  To  what  did  yon  attribute  his  dealing  with  the  ballots  in  the  way  you  have 
just  described  ? 

Mr.  Borden  objected. 

Q.  Did  you  notrco  anything  else  in  his  conduct  except  the  instance  that  joa 
have  mentioned  ? — A.  .No. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 
Q.  Did  he  ask  you  to  notice  his  initials  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Ru83ell: 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  his  initials  were  on  the  paper  ? — A.  He  initialled  the 
ballot  he  gave  me  but  not  the  one  he  tore,  he  tore  it  off  and  initialled  it  and  handed 
it  to  me. 

Witness  discharged. 


John  Atchison  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Mr.  Atchison,  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  last  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
Pebruarv  last  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?«-A. 
Farr. 

Q.  That  is  James  Farr?— A.  I  suppose  so. 

Q.  You  voted  in  the  town  hall,  Goderich  ? — ^A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  Mr.  Farr  ? — A.  Yes. 
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Q.  Did  jou  put  a  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  did  you  put  on  it?— A.  Well,  I  marked  my  ballot  right 
opposite  the  man  I  voted  for,  that  is  Mr.  McLean. 

Q.  You  marked  it  opposite  Mr.  MoLean'8  name  ? — A.  Yea. 

Q.  I  want  to  know,  it  id  a  simple  matter,  what  kind  of  mark  you  put  on  it  ? — 
A.  I  just  put  a  cross. 

Q,  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  place  opposite  his  name  for  the  pur- 
pose of  putting  your  cross  ? — A.  Well,  to  swear  positively  on  that— of  coui-se  I 
have  been  voting  for  the  last  40  years  and  I  marked  it  where  I  thought  I  should 
mark  it. 

Q.  Is  that  like  the  ballot? — A.  Well  if  that  is,  I  should  mark  for  McLean  there. 

Q.  And  this  being  so  where  did  you  put  your  mark  ? — A.  There,  sir. 

Q.  In  the  circular  white  space  opposite  McLean's  name.  When  you  marked  it 
you  folded  it,  I  suppose  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  then  ? — A.  Handed  it  to  the  deputy  returning  officer. 

Q.  Did  you  hand  to  him  the  same  ballot  that  you  had  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it  then  ? — A.  Well,  I  didn't,  because  I 
hadn't  the  least  suspicion. 

Q.  Did  you  pass  along  ? — A.  I  handed  him  my  ballot  and  I  suppose  he  put  my 
ballot  in  the  box,  but  to  swear  I  won't ;  I  take  very  little  interest  in  elections  except 
to  vote. 

Q.  But  you  passed  along  ? — A.  I  handed  him  my  ballot  and  went  right  out. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  Who  were  there  when  you  went  in  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  Was  there  any  person  beside  Farr  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  Who  were  there? — A.  Well,  I  looked  arountl.  but  I  would  not  like  to.  swear 
positively  to  any  person  but  Farr  and  the  scrutineer.-*. 

Q.  There  was  some  one  there  besides  Farr,  the  deputy  returning  officer? — ^A. 
Yes,  but  I  would  not  like  to  swear  to  who  they  were. 

Q.  Did  some  one  take  down  your  name  ? — A.  1  think  it  was  Mr.  Armstrong. 

Q.  What  time  of  the  day  did  you  vote? — A.  Well,  now  you  are  puzzling  me, 
because  we  have  had  so  many  elections,  two  local  ones,  one  Dominion  and  two  for 
the  municipal — there  was  a  second  election — but  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  I 
voted  in  the  forenoon. 

Q.  Fair  had  pretiided  at  several  of  thepe  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  would  make  it  more  difficult  to  recall  particular  elections  ? — A. 
Formerly  I  voted  in  the  afternoon,  but  this  time  I  think  I  voted  in  the  forenoon ; 
neither  of  the  parties  canvassed  me. 

Q.  Did  he  hand  you  more  than  one  ballot? — A.  Not  that  I I  didn't  expect 

him  to  band  me  more. 

Q.  One  or  two  cases  he  did ;  but  he  didn't  hand  you  more  than  one  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go? — A.  Well,  now  you  will  bother  me,  but  I  will  swear 
that  I  have  been  living  in  the  town  of  Goderich  for  32  years,  and  I  never  shirked  a 
vote,  but  there  was  once  the  table  was  fixed  inside  the  railing,  which  I  thought  it 
was  very  strange,  and  I  voted ;  but  to  say  that  was  the  Dominion  election,  that  I 
won't  say.  There  was  a  small  ante-room  there  that  we  generally  marked  in,  but 
this  once  we  didn't. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  clearly  ? — A.  The  deputy  returning  officer  was  there, 
and  the  table  there,  and  I  thought  that  by  my  taking  up  this  paper  they  could  tell 
where  I  marked. 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  on  this  occasion  you  voted  in  the  room  or  on  the 
table  Just  by  the  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  No,  but  I  will  swear  I  voted  at  one 
election  that  way. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  peculiar  about  Farr  that  day  ? — A.  No. 

Q,  Did  you  notice  liquor  on  nim  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Farr? — A.  I  could  not  say. 
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Q.  Some  years? — A.  I  might  Bay  ODe  or  two  ^ears. 

Q.  Did  you  know  him  intimately? — A.  No,  sir,  I  didn't. 

Q.  Did  you  know  anything  about  his  habits  in  regard  to  drinking? — A.  No, 
I  didn't. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  his  politics  are? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  Well,  you  know  of  his  being  deputy  returning  ofScer  at  other  elections 
besides  this  one? — A.  Well,  he  was;  the  town  council  appointed  him  first  as 
returning  ofScer, 

Q.  Tou  know  he  has  acted  for  the  town  council  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  Have  you  voted  before  him  in  other  elections  than  this? — A.  I  have. 

Q.  You  say  you  didn't  stop  to  see  what  he  did  with  your  ballot — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  in  regard  to  this  paper  he  gave  you  whether  he  tore  a 
piece  off  it  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  whether  he  put  his  initial  on  it? — A.  Well,  there  was  some 
mark  on  it,  but  I  don*t  know. 

Q.  And  then  you  went  out  after  ? — A.  Tea. 

Q.  Do  you  recollect  signing  the  paper  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Did  any  one  ask  you  how  you  voted  ? — A.  When  I  was  asked  the  question 
about  how  I  voted — my  own  family  didn't  know  till  this  thing  came  out — and  there 
was  this  thing 

Q.  You  didn't  sign  a  declaration  ? — A.  No,  but  I  was  asked  if  I  would  say  who 
I  voted  for  by  Mr.  Hays  and  anked  if  I  would  sign ;  I  said  I  didn't  take  any  part  in 
politics,  I  have  been  a  veiy  quiet  man  in  that  way,  but  I  said  if  there  was  such 
frauds  as  he  said  were  going  on,  I  would  not  be  afraid  to  come  up  and  make  an 
affidavit. 

Q.  You  didn't  sign  any  paper  ? — A,  No,  but  he  asked  me  and  I  said  I  would 
rather  not  sign  any  paper. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  And  you  didn't  pign  any  paper  ? — A.  About  this  election,  no,  sir,  but  I  said 
I  was  prepared  to  do  it  if  there  was  anything  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  What  is  Farr's  reputation  in  the  neighbourhood  ? — A.  I  have  nothing  to  say 
against  Farr  one  way  or  the  other. 

Q.  His  general  reputation  is  good  ? — A.  Well,  I  have  heaixi  some  say  he 
took  a  glass  or  two  but  I  know  nothing  about  the  gentleman  as  far  as  his  reputation 
goes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  You  can't  remember  now  what  time  of  day  you  voted? — A.  My  impression 
is  I  voted  in  that  election  in  the  forenoon.  It  was  generally  in  the  aAernoon,  bat 
this  time  in  the  forenoon  ;  I  may  be  mintaken. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  enough  of  Farr  to  say  he  was  drunk  ? — A.  No,  I  had  no  sus- 
picion. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  any  time  shortly  before  the  election  ? — A.  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Or  shortly  after  ? — A.  Well,  I  can't  swear  to  it. 

Q.  So  you  Ciin't  recollect  to  tell  us  whether  he  appeared  to  be  in  liquor  or  not? 
—A.  Well,  now,  if  you  let  me  say  one  word  it  will  end  this :  I  have  been,  as  I  say, 
nearly  32  years  in  the  town  of  Gk)derich  and  I  never  put  my  foot  in  committee  room 
of  Grit  or  Tory,  so  you  <».an  judge  what  sort  of  politician  I  am. 

Q.  What  we  would  like  to  know  is  whether  you  can  say  whether  or  not  Mr. 
Farr  was  drinking  ? — A.  I  am  not  on  my  oath  to  sav  one  word  with  or  against  Mr. 
Farr. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Harey  Bud  eworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  You  reside  in  tho  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Beed? — A.  I  do. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  in  the  la^t  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  in 
February  last  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  ofScer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Did  you  put  a  mark  on  it? — A.  1  did. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark? — ^A.  A  cross. 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  Opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name. 

Q.  Was  there  any  space  opposite  Mr.  McLean's  name  for  the  purpose  ? — A. 
There  was. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  space  ? — A.  A  round  white  dot. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  mark  where  ? — A.  In  that  round  place. 

Q.  After  you  marked  and  folded  your  ballot  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — A.  I 
handed  it  back  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  return  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  you  and  which 
you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  He  tore  the  counterfoil  off  it;  he 
said  '*  I  can  easily  tell  how  you  voted  '\  because  the  ballot  was  dirty;  I  am  a  moulder 
by  trade  and  in  marking  my  ballot  it  got  dirty;  I  said  ^'  You  can  open  it  anyway 
and  hee";  he  knew  my  politics. 

Q.  And  did  you  observe  what  he  did  with  the  counterfoil? — A.  No,  I  did  not. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  How  long  did  you  live  in  Goderich  ? — A.  I  was  born  there. 

Q.  Have  you  voted  there? — A,  This  is  the  only  time  I  have  had  a  vote  there, 
I  have  lived  in  the  States  some  years. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  voted  there  ? — A.  In  local  elections. 

Q.  And  town  elections  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  seen  Farr  vote  at  other  elections  than  this  one? — A.  Yes. 

y.  Then  he  has  voted  at  several  elections  ? — A.  He  has. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  particular  about  his  conduct  this  day  different  from 
that  on  previous  occasions,  in  his  manner  I  mean? — A.  I  didn't. 

Q.  Yes,  he  seemed  to  have  a  few  drinks  in  him.  You  know  him  intimately? — 
A.  Yes,  very  well ;  I  lived  within  about  25  feet  of  him  for  four  years. 

Q.  He  was  a  mechanic? — A.  Yes,  a  carpenter. 

C^.  What  is  his  general  reputation  apart  from  drinking? — A.  He  is  a  first  class 
mechanic,  a  good  mechanic. 

Q.  His  general  reputation? — A.  He  is  a  quiet  man  when  he  don't  drink,  as 
quiet  as  any  in  the  town. 

Q.  Apart  from  drinking  his  reputation  is  good  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Then  you  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  does  use  liquor  too  much? — A.  Yes, 
he  does  that 

Q.  You  would  call  that  a  failing  of  his  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  But  notwithstanding  that  he  has  had  the  confidence  of  the  authorities  there 
to  such  an  extent  that  they  have  appointed  him  presiding  officer  on  several  occa- 
sions?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  vou  notice  him  marking  his  initials  on  the  ballot?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  call  your  attention  t^  it? — ^A.  No. 

Q.  Did  he  give  you  any  instructions  as  to  folding  the  ballot  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Just  handed  you  the  ballot? — A.  Just  handed  me  the  ballot. 

Q.  Where  did  you  go  to  mark  the  ballot  ? — A.  Into  the  little  room  that  is  back 
of  the  town  hall. 

Q.  Was  there  a  table  there? — A.  A  kind  of  desk. 
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Q.  Yoa  marked  it  and  brought  it  back  ? — A.  I  folded  it  mybclf  and  brought  it 
back. 

Q.  Then  when  he  made  a  remark  aboat  how  you  voted,  it  was  not  made  from 
anything  he  saw  on  the  ballot  ? — A.  No,  no. 

Q.  You  saw  him  deposit  the  ballot  in  the  box  ? — A.  If  it  is  the  same  ballot  I 
handed  to  him. 

Q.  Did  you  sign  any  declaration  afterwards  about  how  you  voted  ? — A.  I  did, 
yes. 

Q.  Who  before?— A.  Mr.  Hays,  R.  0.  Hays. 

Q.  How  long  afler  the  election  ? — A.  I  don't  know,  I  think  it  was  the  latter  prt 
of  March  or  April. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  when  the  election  was? — ^A.  Yes,  the  21st  of  February. 

Q.  About  how  long  afterwards  did  you  sign  the  declarations? — ^A.  About  March, 
I  was  on  the  street  one  night,  and  went  in  and  signed  it  then. 

Q.  Were  you  asked  before  if  you  would  sign  it? — A.  Just  at  the  time,  yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  paper  was  it  you  signed  ? — A.  Just  an  afSdavit  to  the  efect 
I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  He  8Wore  you  to  the  affidavit  ? — A,  Yes. 

Q.  Did  he  swear  you  on  the  Bible? — A.  I  think  so.  I  didn't  pay  much  attention 
to  it  at  the  time ;  I  ^as  just  asked  if  I  would  make  a  declaration. 

Q.  Did  he  read  the  paper  ? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  And  he  swore  you  did  he  ?  —A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q   And  you  higned  it  ? — A.  I  did. 

Q.  Was  it  written  or  printed  ? — A.  Printed,  partly  printed. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  what  parts  were  pr  inted  and  what  were  written  ? — A.  It 
well  all  printed,  few  pieces  L  think  was  just  filled  out. 

Q.  JuHt  a  few  words  to  fill  out  ? — A.  Yos. 

Q.  That  is  the  only  paper  you  signed  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  this  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Morning  or  afternoon  ? — A.  Between  20  minutes  and  a  quarter  to  one. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  Farr  at  that  lime,  his  condition  ? — A.  He  was  feeling  pretty 
good,  that's  all. 

Q.  He  was  feeling  pretty  good  ? — A.  I  fancy  so  from  knowing  him  so  well  he 
was  feeling  belter  than  he  generally  does. 

Q.  He  generally  feels  pretty  good,  well  on  in  the  day  doesn't  he.  He  has  done 
lately  ? — A.  I  don't  know  how  his  feelings  are  now. 

Q.  I  am  speaking  about  election  time  ? — A.  What  was  your  question  ? 

Q.  You  said  he  was  feeling  pretty  well,  you  meant  he  had  been  drinking  of 
course  ? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  What  indications  did  he  give  to  you  he  had  been  drinking  ? — A.  He  was  a 
little  more  talkative  than  he  generally  is.     He  is  a  pretty  talkative  man  anyway. 

Q.  But  he  was  more  talkative  than  usual  ? — A.  Yes,  and  I  could  tell  from  the 
condition  of  his  face. 

Q.  It  was  florid  ? — ^A.  Yes,  he  had  been  intoxicated  for  about  three  weeks 
before  that. 

Q.  He  was  getting  towards  being  fuddled  evidently  ? — A.  Yes,  he  was  fuddled 
for  three  weeks  before  that  every  day. 

Q.  Not  constantly  ? — A.  Pretty  near,  pretty  near  regular  every  day. 

Q.  Its  a  pity  he  was  appointed,  it  is  a  pity  he  didn't  agree  to  resign  when  asked 
to.  He  gave  signs  of  being  fuddled  you  think  at  this  time? — A.  A  little,  yes. 
Anybody  could  tell  be  had  liquor  on  him. 

Q,  And  that  it  was  gaining  on  him? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  In  other  words  he  was  not  like  himself  even  at  that  hour? — A.  He  was  JQ»t 
in  condition  to  be  in  good  shape. 

Q.  In  what  sense,  to  do  bubiness? — A.  Well,  not  to  do  business  right,  I  don't 
suppose  he  was. 
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Q.  In  good  shape  to  do  business  not  right,  aboat  the  way  he  did  it  ? — A. 
Hh,  hin. 

Q.  Is  not  that  correct  ? — A.  This  is  about  it  I  guess. 

Q.  That  was  about  the  size  of  it,  just  in  good  condition  to  make  blunders  ? — A. 
I  won't  say  that ;  he  was  not  that  bad. 

Q.  I  misunderstood  you.  I  thought  you  said  he  was  not  in  condition  to  do 
business? — A.  I  doli't  know  that  I  said  he  was.  He  was  just  feeling  good.  You  know 
how  a  man  feels;  you  have  probably  seen  a  man  that  is  feeling  pretty  good,  and  he 
was  in  just  that  condition  and  had  been  that  way  for  a  week. 

Q.  Did  you  think  he  was  in  condition  to  do  the  business  of  a  returning  officer? 
— A.  He  wait.    He  was  not  that  far  gone. 

Q,  What  do  you  mean  by  saying  he  was  fuddled? — A.  Ho  had  liquor  in  him. 

Q.  His  face  was  florid,  he  was  very  talkative  and  you  told  mo  he  was  fuddled 
and  had  been  fuddled  for  three  weeks. 

By  Mr.  Borden  ; 
Q.  He  didn't  say  on  this  day? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Russell  : 

Q.  A  little  fuddled  on  election  day.  Mr.  Borden  agrees  that  you  said  he  was  a 
little  fuddled  on  election  day.  Is  that  correct? — A.  He  had  been  drinking  for 
three  weeks  before  election  day  and  also  had  liquor  in  him  on  election  day,  because 
there  was  a  great  difference  in  him  through  drinking,  because  when  drinking  it 
showed  on  him     His  face  got  very  florid. 

Q.  It  would  show  in  his  face,  in  his  talk  and  his  capacity  to  do  business? — A. 
I  don't  think  that 

Q.  And  you  think  he  was  in  as  good  condition  to  do  business  in  the  last  three 
weeks  as  at  any  time? — A.  I  do,  yes. 

Q.  Have  you  changed  your  mind  in  the  last  ten  minutes  ? — A.  No,  because  he 
has  done  his  work  before  when  he  was  that  way. 

Q.  Workinsr,  I  am  not  speaking  about  work  ? — You  know  what  I  mean  by 
fuddled  ?— A.  1  do,  yes. 

Q.  Do  you  agree  he  was  fuddled  on  election  day? — A.  He  was  not  fuddled, 
not  that  he  didn't  know  what  he  was  doing. 

Q.  That  is,  he  was  a  little  fuddled  ? — A.  No,  no. 

Mr.  Powell  objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the  cross-examination  was  being 
carried  on. 

The  Witness — The  way  I  understand  it  the  man  was  trying  to  take  a  wrong 
impression  from  what  I  was  saying. 

By  Mr.  Russell: 

Q.  What  answer  were  you  ^oing  to  make? — A.  I  was  saying  that  sometimes  a 
man  has  a  drink  in  him  it  doesn't  prevent  him  from  doing  the  kind  of  business  Farr 
is  accused  of  doing  and  that  as  a  well  known  fact  that  he  done  in  Goderich,  that 
everybo<ly  says  so. 

Q.  You  don't  know  what  you  are  talking  about  now,  unless  yon  are  giving  a 
decision  for  the  committee  ? — A.  Not  at  all. 

Q.  Which  we  can  do  for  ourselves.  Now,  I  understood  you  to  agree  that  Mr. 
Farr  had  been  drinking  and  I  understood  to  quite  a  considerable  degree  for  three 
weeks  before  the  election? — A.  Hm,  hm. 

Q.  Anv  one  would  have  said  he  was  a  man  who  was  drinking? — A.  Any  man 
who  didn't  know  him  would  think  he  was  sober. 

Q.  But  you  never  heard  that  he  was  drunk? — A.  He  was  not  drunk,  but  he 
had  liquor  in  him. 

Q.  He  had  been  drinking? — A.  Certainly. 

Q.  To  excess  ? — A.  No,  just  a  kind  of  steady  drinking. 

Q.  Just  enough  ? — A,  Yes. 
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Q.  Yoa  don't  want  to  convey  the  impression  now  but  that  he  drank  more  than 
was  good  for  him  ? — A.  He  drank  more  than  was  good  for  him  or  he  wonld  not  be 
where  he  was.  ^ 

Q.  He  didn't  diink  to  excess  ? — A.  He  got  on  a  great  big  drunk  and  he  got 
fired. 

Q.  He  had  been  drinking  to  excess  yoa  told  me  a  minute  ago,  what  do  you  mean 
by  that  ? — ^A.  In  the  first  place  he  got  on  a  drunk  and  kept  on  it.^ 

Q.  I  want  you  to  answer  me  this  question,  was  he  drinking  these  three  weeks 
to  excess  or  not? — A.  No,  he  was  drunk  all  the  time. 

Q.  Was  he  drinking  more  than  was  good  for  him  ? — A.  He  was  for  a  man  in 
fais  position. 

Q.  But  was  he  drinking  to  excess,  that  is  what  I  ask  you  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  Well,  then  let  us  see ;  you  tell  me  this,  witness,  he  was  not  drinking  to  excess  ? 
—A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  also  told  me  he  was  drinking  more  than  was  good  for  him  ? — ^A. 
Yes. 

Q.  When  was  this  that  he  was  on  this  big  drunk  you  speak  of? — A.  About  three 
weeks  before  the  election. 

Q.  He  was  drinking  to  excess  before  that? — ^A.  What  do  you  mean  "before 
that"? 

Q.  At  the  time  he  was  on  this  big  drunk  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  then  he  gradually  sobered  up  till  election  day? — ^A.  After  he  sobered 
up  he  kept  drinking  heavily,  but  not  enough  for  any  one  to  notice  it;  he  didn't  get 
sober  enough  to  go  to  work  and  was  fired. 

Q.  When  was  that? — A.  About  two  or  three  weeks  before  the  election. 

Q.  And  he  kept  on  drinking  up  till  election  daj  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  on  election  day,  when  you  observed  him  in  the  booth,  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  or  not?~A.  Ho  was  under  the  influence,  but  no  one  would  notice 
that;  he  whs  a  peculiar  man 

Q.  And  he  was  fuddled  ?^A.  He  wasn't  fuddled  at  all 

Q.  Then  you  allowed  me  to  get  ahead  of  you ?  A. but  I  could  know 

he  hud  liquor  on  him. 

Q.  But  you  don't  agree  with  me  that  he  was  fuddled  ? — A.  No,  I  don't  think  he 
was. 

Q.  And  you  didn't  agree  a  moment  ago  with  the  statement  that  he  was  fuddled  ? 
— A.  No,  but  I  know  he  had  liquor  on  him. 

Q.  If  the  evidence  shows  you  agreed  to  the  statement  that  he  was  fuddled  it  will 
be  wrong ? — A.  Well,  does  it  ^ay  that? 

Q.  I  think  you  agreed  that  he  was  fuddled? — A.  You  try  to  make  me  under- 
stand I  don't  know  the  c<'ndition  of  Farr ;  he  was  a  man  who,  when  he  got  on  a  big 
drunk,  stayed  on  it 

Q.  Did  you  make  a  declaration  about  this  thing  ? — A.  I  dii,  yes,  I  declared  that 
I  voted  for  McLean,  that  was  ail  the  declaration  I  made. 

By  Mr.  Borden : 

Q.  What  you  noticed  on  election  day,  as  I  understand,  was  that  he  was  more 
talkative  than  usual? — ^A.  That  was  it. 

Q.  And  his  face  was  flushed  ? — ^A.  That  was  all ;  knowing  the  man  as  well  as  I 
did,  he  was  a  man  when  sober  he  would  not  take  it  but  when  he  began  he  kept  it  up. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Thomas  H,  Bbophy  sworn. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  Mr.  Brophy,  vou  reside  in  the  town  of  Grodertch  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  in  West  Huron  in  February  last  7^ 
A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  put  any  mark  on  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  mark  ?— A.  An  **  x." 

Q.  Opposite  whose  name  ? — A.  McLean. 

Q.  Was  there  any  place  there  for  that  purpose  ? — A.  A  blank  place  for  that 
purpose. 

Q.  And  you  put  your  cross  in  that  place  ? — A.  Well,  in  this  blank  space. 

Q.  Well,  after  marking  your  ballot  and  folding  it,  what  did  you  do  with  it  ? — 
A.  Gave  it  to  Mr.  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  give  back  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  had  received  from  him 
and  which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  did,  sir. 

Q,  Did  3'ou  observe  what  he  did  with  it? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  was  it? — A.  Put  it  in  the  ballot  box, 

Q,  Did  he  tear  anything  off? — A.  No,  I  don't  know. 

Q.  Did  you  stand  there  while  he  put  it  in  the  box  or  pass  on? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Stood  while  he  put  in  the  box  r — A.  I  did,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 

Q.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Goderich  ? — A.  About  twenty-nine  years. 

Q.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Farr  ?^A,  Perhaps  eight  or  nine  years,  as 
far  back  as  I  remember. 

Q.  Who  were  in  the  polling  booth  when  you  went  in  to  vote  ? — A.  Well,  there 
was  Mr.  Kvans,  one  that  I  remember. 

Q.  There  were  several  persons  there  ? — ^A.  Yes,  but  he  was  one. 

Q.  You  remember  Evans  and  Farr,  do  you  remember  the  poll  clerk  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  remember  there  was  one,  but  you  don't  remember  who  it  was  ? — A.  No^ 

Q.  There  were  several  persons  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  anything  peculiar  in  Farr's  conduct  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  About  what  time  did  you  vote  ? — A.  About  1  o'clock. 

Q.  Well,  did  Mr.  Farr  say  anything  to  you  or  give  you  any  instructions  how  to 
vote  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  jou  notice  him  do  anything  to  the  ballot,  put  any  initial  or  number  on 
it  ? — A.  No,  he  handed  me  the  ballot  and  I  marked  it  and  gave  it  back. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  where  you  marked  it  ? — A.  I  don't  remember  whether  in 
the  room  or  in  the  hull  on  a  table. 

Q.  You  folded  it?— A.  Ycr. 

Q.  And  nanded  it  to  him  ? — A.  Yen. 

Q.  Did  he  look  at  the  back  ? — A.  I  don't  remember. 

Q.  You  don't  remember  him  tearing  anything  off? — A.  No. 

Q.  He  pat  it  in  the  box? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  noticed  nothing  unuBual  in  his  conduct? — A.  No. 

Q.  Nothing  else  was  naid  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  you  went  out  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  pieces  of  paper  on  the  floor  ? — A.  Yes,  I  noticed  some. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  any  particular  notice  ? — A,  No. 

Q.  Have  you  ever  Been  Mr.  Farr  preside  at  other  elections  in  Godeiich  ? — A.  1 
think  he  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  other  elections,  the  election  before  that,  but 
I  am  not  certain. 
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Q.  Do  yoQ  know  as  a  matter  of  fact  he  was  presiding  officer  at  other  elections? 
— A.  No,  only  I  remember  he  was  presiding  there. 

Q.  In  the  same  capacity? — A.  I  would  not  be  certain  about  that. 

Q.  What  is  his  general  reputation? — A.  Oh^itisgood. 

Q.  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  habits  in  regard  to  drink? — A.  No,  I  don't. 

Q.  You  don't  ?— A.  No. 

Q.  Did  you  ever  sign  a  paper  after  the  elections  bow  you  voted? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  how  Ions?  it  was  after? — A.  A  month  or  six  weeks. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  who  it  was  before? — A.  Before  B.  C.  Hays. 

Q.  Did  you  swear  lo  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  Whore  was  it  made  ? — A.  He  brought  it  to  my  place  of  business. 

Q.  Was  it  printed  or  written  ? — A.  Partly. 

Q.  Wa?*  it  read  over  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  wore  you  sworn  on  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  And  he  anked  you  to  sign  it? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  signed  it  and  he  took  it  away  ? — A.  Yes. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  You  say  you  didn't  notice  him  tear  off  the  counterfoil  ? — A.  No. 
Q.  Did  you  notice  where  he  put  the  white  piece  attached,  what  you  would  call 
the  stub  or  counterfoil  ? — A.  I  didn't  take  particular  notice. 
Q.  As  a  matter  of  fact  you  can't  tell  ? — A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Busaell  : 

Q.  Do  you  mean  to  say  you  can't  remember  what  Farr's  condition  was  on  elec- 
tion day  ? — A.  No,  I  didn't  take  particular  notice  of  him,  he  looked  all  right  to  me. 

Q.  Was  his  face  flushed  ? — A.  No,  he  is  quite  robust  with  a  rosy  face. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  shortly  before  the  elections? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  if  he  was  drinking? — A.  No,  I  just  met  him  on  the  street 
occasionally  like  other  citizens. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  whether  he  was  drinking? — A.  No,  I  never  saw  the  man 
under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Q.  Did  you  know  he  was  dismissed  from  his  place  of  business? — ^A.  I  beard  so. 

Q.  Did  you  observe  any  papers  torn  up  beside  him? — ^A,  Yes. 

Q.  Do  you  know  what  they  were  ? — A.  No. 

Q.  What  did  he  do  with  the  counterfoil  he  tore  off  your  ballot? — ^A.  I  don't 
know  whether  there  was  a  counterfoil  on  it. 

Q.  So  you  cannot  say  what  he  did  with  it? — ^A.  No. 

By  Mr.  Britton : 

Q.  Did  you  know  Farr  well  enough  to  know  his  politics? — A.  Well,  I  did  hear 
what  his  politics  were. 

By  Mr.  Flint  : 
Q.  He  never  told  you  himself,  I  suppose  ? — A.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Borden: 

Q.  Wtiat  did  you  understand  to  be  his  politics? — A.  No,  I  never  had  any  con- 
versation with  the  gentleman  regarding  his  shade  of  politics. 

Witness  discharged. 
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Patrick  Nuobnt  sworn. 

By  Mr,  Borden : 

Q.  Do  you  reside  in  the  town  of  Goderich,  Mr.  Nugent? — A.  Yes,  hir. 

Q.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  in  February  last  for  the  west  riding 
of  the  county  of  Huron  ?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  where  you  voted  ? — A. 
Jim  Farr. 

Q,  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  paper  from  him  ? — ^A.  Yes. 

Q.  Did  you  mark  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  put  on  it,  a  cross? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Opposite  whoso  name  did  you  put  the  cross? — A.  McLean's. 

Q.  Robert  McLean  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  whether  there  was  a  place  opposite  his  name  for  putting 
your  cro^8? — A.  Yes,  there  was  a  round  space.     1  put  the  cross  opposite  his  namev 

Q.  In  the  round  space? — A.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Q.  And  hfter  you  hud  marked  the  ballot  you  folded  it  I  suppose?— A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  what  did  you  do  with  it  then  ?— A.  I  gave  it  to  Farr. 

Q.  Did  you  take  buck  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  he  had  given  to  you  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  obsei-ve  what  he  did  with  the  ballot? — A.  He  gave  me  the  ballot. 

Q.  l^ut  when  you  took  back  the  ballot  to  him? — A.  What  did  he  do  with  it? 
Well,  I  was — he  was  just  as  there,  and  I  was  passing  by  and  reached  him  the  ballot, 
and  he  put  his  hand  up  and  put  it  in  the  box  and  L  passed  on. 

Q.  Did  you  see  him  put  it  in  the  ballot  box? — A.  I  think  he  did. 

Q.  You  wire  passing  along  at  the  time? — A.  Yes,  sir,  going  out  at  the  door. 

By  Mr.  Bussell  : 

Q.  Wore  you  canvassed  for  your  vote  before  the  election  ? — A.  No,  not  that  I 
know  of. 

Q.  Did  anybody  speak  to  you  as  to  how  you  were  going  to  vote  at  the  election  ? 
—A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Q.  Do  you  mean  that  you  are  aware? — A.  Because  I  didn't  take  much 

Q.  Did  anybody  ask  you  for  your  vote  for  Mr.  McLean  ? — A.  Not  that  1  am 
aware  of, 

Q.  Of  course  you  are  the  only  person  that  can  be? — A.  I  don't  mind  that  I  was. 

Q.  You  are  the  only  person  that  can  remember  that? — A.  I  know;  but  I  don't 
think  1  was. 

ij.  Did  you  have  any  talk  about  the  electijn  with  anybody  before  the  election  ? 
— A.  We  were  talking  to  and  fro. 

Q.  And  you  recollect  some  people  you  were  talking  to  before  the  election  ? — 
A.  No;  we  were  talking  in  the  tavern  about  it. 

Q.  You  cannot  recollect  anybody  you  were  talking  to  about  the  election  before 
the  election  ? — A.  No,  I  do  not. 

Q.  Were  you  talking  to  anybody  on  election  day  before  you  voted  ? — A.  No  ; 
but  afterwards  L  was  asked  who  I  did  vote  for. 

Q.  But  before  you  voted,  I  mean  ?  Did  anybody  ask  you  if  you  would  not  give 
Mclican  a  vote?— A.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of, 

Q.  You  mean  you  don't  remember? — A.  No;  because  my  memory  is  not  as 
good  as  it  used  to  be. 

Q.  I  would  like  you  to  remember  them,  if  you  can?— A.  I  cannot  remember 
that  anybody  was  talking  to  me. 

Q.  How  did  you  vote  at  the  previous  election  in  1898.  Do  you  mind  saying? — 
A.  Was  that  the 

Q.  Mcl^ean  and  Cameron  were  the  oandidates  ? — A.  I  voted  for  McLean. 

Q.  For  Mcliean  ?— A.  Yes,  sir. 

l^.  In  the  Beck  and  Garrow  election  ? — A.  I  voted  for  Garrow. 
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Q.  For  Garrow  ?— A.  YeR. 

Q.  Which  is  Garrow,  a  Grit  or  a  Tory  ? — A.  A  Grit. 

Q.  Then  yoa  are  a  Grit  in  provincial  politicB  and  a  Tory  in  Dominion?— A. 
No,  I  aro  not  anything.  I  ain't  prejudiced  either  way.  I  have  polled  as  many  votes 
on  the  JSeform  ticket  an  ever  I  did  on  the  Conservative. 

Q.  But  you  are  a  McLean  man  all  the  time  ? — A.  Always. 

Q.  That  is,  all  the  time  he  wan  in  the  field  ? — A.  Tes. 

Q.  What  time  of  day  was  it  yon  voted  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  whether  it  was  in  the 
forenoon  or  not. 

Q.  Do  you  know  Jim  Farr  ? — A.  Ycr,  sir. 

Q.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  ? — A.  Well,  Farr,  I  never  seen  anything  with  him 
out  of  the  way. 

Q.  Excepting  what  perhaps  is  more  to  his  credit,  he  is  fond  of  his  glass  of 
grog? — A.  Well,  when  he  starts  out  he  is,  but  he  may  walk  five  or  six  months  and 
not  touch  it. 

Q.  He  may  walk  five  or  six  months  and  not  touch  it,  but  then  again  ho  does  get 
on  a  spree  and  it  takes  him  some  time  to  j^et  off? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  This  time  for  three  weeks  before  the  election  he  had  been  on  a  little  toot, 
had  he  not? — A.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Q.  And  you  cannot  remember.  Whiit  time  did  you  say  it  was  when  yon  went 
in  to  vote  ? — A.  I  cannot  remember  whether  it  was  in  the  forenoon  or  the  afternoon. 

Q.  If  it  was  in  the  forenoon  perhaps  you  would  not  notice  if  he  was  under  the 
influence  of  liquor  ? — A.  I  never  dreamed  of  the  likes.  I  seen  him  very  pleasant, 
because  as  soon  as  I  ever  went  over  he  says,  "  Mr.  Nugent,"  says  he,  "  here  is  yoar 
ballot  and  go  over  and  mark  it."  And  I  did  mark  the  ballot  in  the  same  place  and 
I  marked  it  and  went  back  and  I  seen  no  appearance  of  liquor  then. 

Q,  This  was  before  dinner  ? — A.  I  could  not  swear. 

Q.  Do  you  remember  him  tearing  a  piece  off  it  or  not? — A.  I  never  thought. 

Q.  Did  you  notice  any  papei*s  on  the  floor  beside  him  where  he  was  sitting?— 
A.  No. 

Q.  Aflerwards  you  signed  some  sort  of  paper  to  show  you  voted  for  McLean  ?— 
A.  Yes. 

Q.  How  long  afterwai*ds  ? — A.  Perhaps  three  or  four  weeks. 

Q,  In  the  neighbourhood  of  three  or  four  weeks  you  think? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  Who  brought  that  paper  to  you  ? — A.  It  was  M.  O.  Johnston  and  MoLean. 

Q.  Did  you  read  the  paper  ? — A.  No,  they  read  it  for  me. 

Q.  They  read  it  to  you  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  it  stated  you  voted  for  Robert  McLean  in  that  election  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  You  didn't  bwear  to  it? — A.  No. 

Q.  You  just  signed  it  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  that  was  all  about  it? — A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Did  you  see  Farr  any  time  shortly  before  the  election  ? — A.  Not  that  I 
remember. 

Q.  How  nearly  before  the  election  was  it  you  did  see  him  that  you  remember?— 
A.  It  might  be  a  couple  of  weeks. 

Q.  It  might  be  a  couple  of  weeks  before  the  election  that  you  saw  him  ? — ^A.  I 
think  it  might. 

Q.  Was  he  in  liquor  then  more  or  less  ? — A.  Of  course  he  was  drinking. 

Q.  He  was  drinking  at  that  time  ? — A.  Yes. 

Q.  And  you  have  told  me  he  was  a  man  that  once  began  drinking  it  took  him 
some  time  to  taper  off? — A.  A  little  lime. 

Q.  Do  you  think  he  was  altogether  tapered  off  before  the  election  came  on?— 
A.  I  can*t  say  to  that. 

Q.  What  is  your  general  impression? — A.  I  could  not  say  that  he  was  tapered 
off  and  1  didn't  notice  liquor  on  him  at  all  and  [  didn't  stop  in  the  hall  at  all 
because  he  knew  me  and  said  **  There  is  your  ballot  Mr.  Nugent,"  and  I  took  it  and 
marked  it  and  folded  up  the  ballot  and  reached  it  to  him  and  walked  on  out. 

Q.  Were  his  initials  on  it? — A.  There  was  initials  on  it. 

Q.  His  initials  ?— A.  I  didn't  look. 
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Q,  They  were  not  yours  ? — A.  You  bet  they  weren't. 

Q.  That  would  have  spoiled  your  vote;  you  would  not  do  that.  Which  place 
was  it  that  you  marked  it,  the  upper  or  the  lower? — ^A.  I  marked  it  1  think  under 
McLean's  name. 

Q.  Under  McLean's  name.  But  there  was  two  round  spaces  on  the  ticket  for 
you  to  put  your  cross  in.    Did  you  notice  that? — A.  Yes  I  did. 

Q.  Was  it  the  upper  or  the  lower  that  you  marked  ? — A.  I  marked  on  the  inside 
of  one  of  them. 

Q.  And  you  don't  know  which  one  ? — A.  I  marked  just  as  I  mark  every  ballot 
you  know.  I  have  been  marking  ballots  for  a  long  time  and  it  was  the  open  poll 
before  that. 

Q.  Which  would  you  sooner  have,  the  ballot  or  the  open  vote  ? — A.  The  open 
vote. 

Q.  So  would  1  ? — ^A.  And  then  there  is  no  prejudice. 

Q.  You  didn't  take  enough  notice  of  Farr  to  notice  whether  he  had  tapered  off 
or  sobered  up? — ^A.  I  did  not. 

Q.  The  last  time  you  had  met  him  if  I  remember  right  was  only  about  a  fort- 
night before  the  election  ? — ^A.  About  that 

Q.  That  was  the  time  he  was  in  liquor? — A.  Of  course  he  was  drinking  I  know 
that. 

By  Mr.  Borden  : 

Q.  You  don't  know  whether  the  space  where  you  put  vour  ballot  was  at  the  top 
or  bottom,  but  you  know  you  put  your  mark  opposite  McLean's  name  ? — A.  Yes. 
There  was  Mr.  McLean's  name  and  I  marked  in  here  on  the  inside  of  the  ring. 

Q.  On  the  inside  of  the  ring  ? — A.  Yes,  I  think  so. 

Witness  discharged. 
The  committee  adjourned. 
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House  of  Commons,  9th  Aogast,  1899. 

The  Committee  met  at  10.30  a.m.,  Mr.  Fortin  in  the  chair. 

Inquiry  into  the  last  Dominion  election  of  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of 
Huron  ree^umed. 

Replies  to  the  interrogatories  directed  to  be  sent  to  the  County  Court  judge  of 
the  county  of  Huron  were  received  and  filed  and  ordered  to  be  printed  as  part  of 
the  evidence ;  they  are  as  follows  : — 

The  House  of  Commons  of  Canada  : 
In  the  Committee  on  Pbivileqes  and  Elections. 

In  the  matter  of  the  reference  respecting  the  last  election  for  the  electoral  district 
of  the  west  riding  of  the  county  of  Huron  and  the  last  election  for  the  electoral 
district  of  Brockviile. 

Interrogatories  administered  by  James  Masson,  Esquire,  judge  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  county  of  Huron,  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  said  committee,  to 
George  Evans  of  the  town  of  Goderich,  and  his  answers  thereto  on  oath. 

1.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A.  In  the  town  of  Goderich. 

2.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  on  the 
2l8t  day  of  February,  1899  ?-.A.  Yes. 

3.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ?— A. 
James  Fjirr. 

4.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  said  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  Yes. 

5.  Diil  you  mark  the  ballot  you  so  received  ? — A.  Yes. 

6.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  yon  place  on  the  said  ballot  ? — A.  A  cross  in 
pencil. 

7.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  place  the  said   mark  ? — A.  Robert  McLean's. 

8.  For  whom  did  you  vote  at  the  naid  election  ? — A.  Robert  McLean. 

9.  After  marking  yo  ir  ballot  to  whom  did  you  deliver  it  ? — A.  To  James  Farr, 
deputy  returning  officer. 

10.  If  you  Hay  you  delivered  your  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  state 
whether  you  delivered  to  him  the  same  ballot  which  you  received  from  him  and 
which  you  had  marked  ? — A.  I  delivered  to  him  the  same  ballot  received  from  him 
and  marked  by  me. 

11.  Did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot  which 
you  K(  delivered  to  him  ?  If  80,  state  what  you  observed  ? — A.  He  put  it  in  the 
box,  having  first  torn  off  the  counterfoil  or  stuD. 

12.  Ih  there  any  fui  ther  fact  which  you  desire  to  state  relating  to  your  voting 
at  the  said  election  ?  If  so,  state  the  same  fully  and  particularly  ? — A.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  state. 

(Sgd.)        GEORGE  EVANS. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  said  George  Evans  was  duly  sworn  by  me  true  answers 
to  make  to  the  neveral  interrogatories  to  be  adminiHtered  to  him  herein,  and  that 
the  said  George  Evans  did  on  oath  answer  the  said  interrogatories  as  above  written, 
and  I  «lo  further  cei  tify  that  the  said  interrogatories  and  answers  as  above  written 
were  leai  over  by  me  to  the  said  George  Gvann  to  sign  the  same  in  my  presence. 

Dated  at  Goderich  thib  7th  day  of  August,  1899, 

(Sgd.)        James  Masson, 

J.C.O.,  Co  Hwron. 
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The  Housi  ov  Commons  of  Canada  : 

In  TBI  COMMITTIB  ON  PrIVILIGIB  AND  BlBOTIONB. 

In  the  matter  of  the  i*eference  reBpeoting  the  last  election  for  the  electoral  diBtriot 
of  the  west  riding  of  the  coanty  of  Huron,  and  the  last  election  for  the  electoral 
district  of  Brockville. 

Interrogatorie*!  administered  by  James  Masson,  Esqaire,  jndge  of  the  Coanty 
Conrt  for  the  coanty  of  Haron,  pai*saant  to  a  resolution  of  the  said  committee  to 
John  Bajph,  of  the  town  of  Godericb,  and  his  answers  on  oath  thereto. 

1.  Where  do  you  reside? — A.  In  the  town  of  Goderich. 

2.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  on  the 
21st dayof February,  1899 ?— A.  Yes. 

3.  Who  was  the  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted  ? — A. 
James  Farr. 

4.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  said  deputy  returning  officer? — A.  Yes. 

5.  Did  you  mark  the  ballot  you  so  received  ? — A.  Yes. 

6.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  place  on  the  said  ballot? — Across  with  pencil. 

7.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  place  the  said  mark  ?  -A.  Robert  McLean's. 

8.  For  whom  did  you  vote  at  the  naid  election  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean. 

9.  Afler  marking  your  ballot  to  whom  did  you  deliver  it? — A.  To  the  deputy 
returning  officer — James  Farr. 

10.  If  you  pay  you  delivered  your  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer,  state 
whether  you  delivered  to  him  the  bame  ballot  you  received  from  him  and  which  you 
had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  I  gave  him  the  same  ballot. 

11.  Did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot  which 
you  so  dtjlivered  to  him.  If  so,  state  what  you  observed  ? — A.  I  cannot  say  what  he 
did  with  it.     I  turned  and  came  away  immediately. 

12.  Is  there  any  further  fact  which  you  desire  to  state  relating  to  your  voting 
at  the  said  election.  If  so,  state  the  same  fully  and  particularly  ? — A.  I  have  nothing 
else  to  say. 

(Sgd.)    JOHN  RALPH. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  said  John  Salph  was  duly  sworn  by  me  true  answers 
to  make  to  the  several  interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  him  herein,  and  that 
the  said  John  Ilalph  did  on  oath  answer  the  interrogatories  above  written,  and  I  do 
farther  certify  that  the  said  interrogatories  and  answers  thereto  as  above  written 
were  read  over  by  me  to  the  said  John  Balph,  who  afterwards  signed  the  same  in 
my  presence. 

Dated  at  Goderich,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1899. 

(Sgd.)    Jamis  Masson, 

J.a.a,  Co.  Huron. 
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The  HonsE  or  Commons  or  Canada  : 
In  thi  Committee  on  Pbivileqes  and  Elections. 

In  the  matter  of  the  reference  respecting  the  last  election  for  the  electoral  district 
of  the  west  riding  of  the  coanty  of  Haron  and  the  last  election  for  the 
electoral  district  of  Brockvilie. 

Interrogatories  administered  by  James  Masson,  Bsqaire,  jadge  of  the  Coanty 
Coart  for  the  coanty  of  Haron,  pnrsaant  to  a  resolation  of  the  baid  committee  to 
James  Tobiu,  of  the  township  of  Colborne,  and  his  answers  thereto  on  oath. 

1.  Where  do  yoa  reside? — A.  In  the  township  of  Colborne. 

2.  Did  yoa  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron^  on  the 
2l8tdayofFebraary,  1899  ?— A.  Yes. 

3.  Who  was  the  depaty  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  yoa  voted  7 — A. 
Donald  Cammings. 

4.  Did  yoa  receive  a  ballot  from  the  said  depaty  retarning  officer  7 — ^A.  Yes. 

5.  Did  yoa  mark  the  ballot  yoa  so  received  ? — A.  Yes. 

6.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  yoa  place  on  the  said  ballot  ? — ^A.  I  pat  a  cross 
on  it. 

7.  Opposite  whose  name  did  yoa  place  the  said  mark  ? — A.  Robert  McLean's. 

8.  For  whom  did  yoa  vote  at  the  said  election? — A.  Bobert  McLean. 

9.  After  marking  your  ballot  to  whom  did  yoa  deliver  it? — ^A.  To  the  depaty 
retarning  officer. 

10.  If  yoa  say  yoa  delivered  yoar  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer^  state 
whether  you  delivered  to  him  the  same  ballot  yoa  received  from  him  and  which 
you  had  marked  ? — A.  Yes,  I  gave  him  the  same  ballot  I  got  from  him. 

11.  Did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot  which 
yon  so  delivered  to  him  ? — A.  I  did  not  stay  long,  I  saw  him  tear  off  the  coanterfoil 
as  I  tarned  away  and  came  out. 

12.  Is  there  any  farther  fact  which  yoa  desire  to  state  relating  to  your  voting 
at  the  said  election.  If  so  state  the  same  fully  and  particularly  7 — A.  Mr.  Cammings 
is  my  next  door  neighbour  and  a  good  neighbour. 

(Sgd.)        JAMES  TOBIN. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  said  James  Tobin  was  duly  sworn  by  me  true  answers 
to  make  to  the  several  interrogatories  to  be  administered  to  him  herein,  and  the 
said  James  Tobin  did  on  oath  answer  the  said  interrogatories  as  above  written. 
And  I  do  further  certify  that  the  said  interrogutoriee  and  answers  thereto  as  above 
written  were  read  over  by  me  to  the  said  James  Tobin,  who  afterwards  signed  the 
same  in  my  presence. 

Daied  at  Colborne,  this  8th  day  of  August,  1899. 

(Sgd.)        James  MAhSON, 

J.aC,  Co.  Huron. 
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Thb  Kouss  of  Commons  or  Canada  : 

In  TBI  COMMITTEI  ON  PBiyiLBGBS  AND   ElBOTIONS. 

In  the  matter  of  the  reference  respecting  the  election  for  the  electoral  district  of  the 
west  ridinff  of  the  coanty  of  Huron  and  the  last  election  for  the  electoral 
district  of  Brockville. 

Interrogatories  administered  by  James  Masson,  Esqaire,  jad^e  of  the  County 
Court  for  the  county  of  Huron  pursuant  to  a  resolution  of  the  said  committee  to 
William  McManus,  of  the  township  of  Col  borne,  and  his  answers  on  oath  thereto. 

1.  Where  do  you  reside  ? — A.  In  the  township  of  Colborne. 

2.  Did  you  vote  at  the  Dominion  election  for  the  west  riding  of  Huron  on  the 
21st  day  of  February,  1899  ?— A.  Yes. 

3.  Who  was  deputy  returning  officer  at  the  poll  at  which  you  voted?— A. 
Donald  Cummings. 

4.  Did  you  receive  a  ballot  from  the  said  deputy  returning  officer  ? — A.  I  did. 

5.  Did  you  mark  the  ballot  you  so  received  ? — A.  I  did. 

6.  What  kind  of  a  mark  did  you  place  on  the  said  ballot? — ^A.  An  x  in  pencil. 

7.  Opposite  whose  name  did  you  place  the  said  mark  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean's. 

8.  For  whom  did  you  vote  at  the  said  election  ? — A.  Bobert  McLean. 

9.  After  marking  your  ballot  to  whom  did  you  deliver  it  ? — A.  To  the  deputy 
returning  officer. 

10.  If  you  say  you  delivered  your  ballot  to  the  deputy  returning  officer  state 
whether  you  delivered  to  him  the  same  ballot  you  received  from  him  and  which  you 
had  marked  ? — A.  I  did  deliver  to  him  the  ballot  I  received  from  him  and  marked. 

11.  Did  you  observe  what  the  deputy  returning  officer  did  with  the  ballot  which 
you  so  delivered  to  him.  If  so,  state  what  you  observed  ? — A.  I  think  I  saw  him 
put  it  in  the  ballot  box ;  I  did  not  notice  particularly. 

12.  Is  there  any  further  fact  which  you  desire  to  state  relating  to  your  voting 
at  the  said  election  ?  If  so,  state  the  same  fully  and  particularly  ? — A.  I  have 
nothing  further  to  state. 

(Sgd.)        WILLIAM  MoMANUS. 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  said  William  McManus  was  duly  sworn  by  me  true 
answers  to  make  to  the  several  interrogatories  to  be  administei*ed  to  him,  and  the 
said  William  McManus  did  on  oath  answer  the  said  interrogatories  as  above  written 
And  I  do  further  certify  that  the  said  interrogatories  and  answers  thereto  as  above 
written  were  read  over  by  me  to  the  said  William  McManus  who  afterwards 
signed  the  same  in  my  presence. 

Dated  at  Goderich,  this  7th  day  of  August,  1899. 

(Sgd.)        JAMBS  MASSON, 

J.aC,  Co.  Huron. 
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